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Acts of the Apostles: 1st missionary 
journey

While they were ministering to the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them." (Acts 13:2)
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Cities of the First Missionary Journey

• First missionary journey of Paul (map)
• Seleucia
• Cyprus: Salamis
• Cyprus: Paphos (Sergius Paulus)
• Attalia
• Perga (Perge)
• Antioch in Pisidia
• Iconium
• Lystra
• Derbe
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The First Missionary Journey of Paul

• 46 to 48 AD, Ac 13-14: From Jerusalem Paul returned to Antioch. From 
there he, Barnabas and Mark, set out upon the missionary journeys which 
are divided into 3 stages in the Acts. 

• From Seleucia, the harbour of Antioch, they sailed to Cyprus, preaching first 
at Salamis and then at Paphos, the capital. There they confounded a Jewish 
magician called Elymas, greatly impressing the proconsul Sergius Paulus. 
From Paphos they continued to Perge in Pamphylia (where Mark left them, 
much to Paul's displeasure15:38).

• Barnabas and Paul continued on to Antioch in Pisidia, preaching on the 
Sabbath in the synagogue of that locality and causing great dissension in 
the community. Those of the Jews who clung to the religion of their 
forefathers appealed to the rulers of the city and forced the apostles to 
leave; the same occurred at Iconium. 

• Paul and Barnabas continued to Derbe and Lystra; in the latter town they 
healed a cripple and narrowly escaped being worshiped as gods. They 
returned to Pamphylia and took ship from Attalia to Antioch in Syria.
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First Missionary Journey (map)
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Seleucia

• Seleucia (mod. Magaracik) Commercial port of Syrian Antioch 26km W, from where Paul, 
Barnabas and John Mark left for their first missionary journey (ca. 49, 13:4). Paul almost 
certainly landed there on his return (14:26). It was in the NW corner of a fruitful plain at the 
base of Mt Rhosus (Pieria), mod. J Musa, a spur of the Amanus Range. 

• Seleucus I Nicator built it in 301 BC, hence the name ( it was called Seleucia Pieria, being 
near Mt. Pierus, and also Seleucia ad Mare, being nearer the sea). Protected by the 
mountain side, and being strongly fortified on the S and W, it was considered invulnerable 
and the key to Syria (Strabo 751; Polyb. v.58). In Roman times, it was the capital of the 
province of Syria, while Antioch was the play-ground of the officials, legates and governors. 

• Pompey made it a free city from 64 BC in return for resisting Tigranes (Pliny 5:18), and it 
was then greatly improved by the Romans, so by the 1st c AD it was flourishing. However its 
manmade harbour caused continual problems and needed much maintenance. The 
Romans enlarged it several times, especially under Diocletian and Constantine. In 70 it 
became the base for the imperial fleet. 

• The very extensive city ruins are cover all the space within the old walls of 6km circuit. The 
Old Town, the Upper City and the suburbs may still be identified, as can the Antioch Gate, 
the Market Gate and the King’s Gate, which last leads to the Upper City. 

• There are rock-cut tombs, broken statuary and sarcophagi at the base of the Upper City, 
which was probably the burial place of the Seleucids. There is an outline of a circus or 
amphitheatre. 

Seleucia plain 
with Mt. Cassius 

The oval/pear-shaped inner harbour 8km N of the mouth of 
the Orontes is in perfect condition and full of water, 600 x 
370m and covering 19ha. The passage seaward, now silted 
up, was protected by 2 strong piers or moles, which are locally 
named after Barnabas and Paul. A huge water canal was cut 
through solid rock in 338 AD to protect the city from flooding.
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Cyprus: Salamis
• This city at the E extremity of Cyprus was the first place 

visited by Paul and Barnabas after leaving the mainland 
at Seleucia (13:5). From the use of synagogues in the 
plural, it evidently had a sizable Jewish community from 
which some of the early Cypriot Christians mentioned in 
11:19-20 may have come. 

• Salamis which rivalled Paphos on the W coast was a 
major commercial harbour for principle exports of the 
island such as copper and timber. 

• From the 11th c BC until the end of the Roman period, it 
was the chief city of Cyprus. Unfortunately, due to 
destructive earthquakes (e.g., 76/77, 332) it may be 
impossible ever to visualize the city as it was when Paul 
and Barnabas preached there about AD 45.

• Archaeologists have uncovered the Byz gymnasium and 
bath complex N of the city, the large 4th c basilica of St 
Epiphanius, the 1st c theatre with >15,000 seats, the 
necropolis, the harbour area, and the forum. The latter is 
considered to be the largest in the Roman Empire; it 
measured 230x55m. Its S end had a temple of Zeus on a 
high podium. (Unger’s)
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Cyprus: Paphos
• Paphos Famous for the worship of Aphrodite 

(Venus), goddess of love and beauty whose great 
temple was at "Old Paphos." The city had evil 
reputation for laxity of morals. 

• Here Sergius Paulus was converted (13:6-13). 
• Old Paphos was settled by Gk or Phn colonists 

late in the 2nd mill. New Paphos, ≈ 15km NW of Old 
Paphos, was the port of the old city, and it 
gradually became the more important of the two. 
New Paphos was the capital of Cyprus in Paul's 
day. 

• Excavations in the 1960s uncovered some of the 
public buildings of Roman New Paphos: an odeon 
with an agora in front of it, next to it a temple 
(possibly dedicated to Asklepios), a theatre, and 
two rather luxurious villas (one of which was 
believed to have been the palace of the governor). 
(Unger’s)

Paphos harbour

Paphos harbour

Paphos theatre
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Cyprus: Sergius Paulus

A stone marker discovered in 
Pisidian Antioch, inscribed 
with the name of Sergius 
Paulus and his title, 
proconsul, bears witness to 
Luke’s historical accuracy. 
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Attalia

• Attalia Chief seaport of Pamphylia, at the mouth of the river 
Cattarrhactes. 

• Named after its founder, Attalus Philadelphus, king of Pergamos, 
159-138 BC. Pergamos dominated W Asia Minor before the Roman 
conquests. 

• Paul and Barnabas stopped there on the way to Antioch (14:25). It 
still exists, under the name of Adalia.

• The city had towers and defensive walls. Its harbour could be 
closed with a chain. 

• Luke in 14:26 accurately records this seaport’s use for a sea-going 
ship bringing Paul back to Antioch (instead of Perga, which was a 
riverport suitable only for smaller vessels 13:13)
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Perge

• Perga (Perge) Capital of Pamphylia, loc on the river Cestrus, about 11km 
from its mouth and E of Antalya. It was celebrated for the worship of Artemis 
(Diana), whose temple stood on a hill outside the town. 

• Paul and his companions visited it on his 1st missionary journey, after Cyprus 
(13:13-14). After arriving to Attalia harbour, they came to Perga either by boat 
or by the Roman road. 

• The city consists of an acropolis on its N side and the major part of the city 
that lay at its feet on the S. It was divided into 4 quarters by 2 colonnaded 
streets. Most of the city wall dates to the Hellenistic period, but a later 
addition on the S dates to the 4th c AD. Outside the wall on the S stand the 
theatre and stadium and inside the walls numerous structures, including 
baths, a palestra, an agora, two churches, and a fountain. (Unger’s)

A water channel 2m wide runs down 
the middle of the colonnaded street.
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Perge

• (tp R) View from the S looking N. 
The two, partially preserved, circular 
towers guard the S entrance to 
Perge. They were built in the 3rd c 
BC and were standing when Paul, 
Barnabas, and John Mark visited the 
city about AD 47.

• They still stand to a height of almost 
12 m. A Roman era agora is located 
to the R (E) of the gate. A 300 m 
long street leads N from this gate. 
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Antioch in Pisidia

• Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that 
the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and 
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the 
Gentiles. (13:46)

• Paul came to Antioch with Barnabas in 49 and chose it as a centre for 
his missionary activities. His success here is recounted in 13:14-52. 
His first sermon to the congregation of a synagogue was given here. 
He revisited this city on his first missionary tour (14:21). 

• Later, the first and largest church in Anatolia dedicated to St. Paul 
was constructed on the site of the synagogue. The church stands on 
the W side of the city. It and the remains of the synagogue beneath it 
can still be seen today. Most of the walls have disappeared, but the 
mosaics and inscriptions which entirely cover the floor remain.

Pisidian Antioch: Site of  synagogue where 
Paul gave his speech recorded in Acts 13
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Antioch in Pisidia

• Antioch in Pisidia, was founded by Seleucus I Nicator in 280 BC, 1km N of 
Yalvaç in the province of Isparta in S Turkey. Antioch was the metropolis of 
the province of Pisida, and from coins minted around that time and 
contemporary buildings it is evident that the city rose to a pinnacle of 
economic prosperity. The city in Hellenistic times had over 100,000 persons.

• The city proper, or polis, covered 14 km², but its lands stretched from Sultan 
Dağı to the S shore of Lake Eğirdir, and SW as far as Gelendost. It was at a 
junction of 2 main roads stretching from W to E and from N to S, and this 
strategic importance combined with its fertile lands made it a commercial 
centre commanding the great trade route between Ephesus and the Cilician 
Gates. 

• In 25 BC it became a Roman military colony known as Colonia Caesareia 
Antiocheia and was the oldest, largest and most romanized of all colonies. 
Augustus appointed it the second Roman capital in Anatolia, and 3,000 
veterans from Rome settled here. 

• One of the finds was the foundations of the city portal built to commemorate 
the Roman emperor Septimus Severus’ victory over the Parthians, a triple 
gate with 4 pylons, one at either side and 2 in the centre. 

Temple to 
the god Men

Avenue

http://www.atamanhotel.com/turkey/pisidia1.html
http://www.atamanhotel.com/turkey/pisidia3.html
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Antioch in Pisidia

• On a rocky outcrop at the highest point of the city the Emperor 
Augustus built the Augustus Temple dedicated to the mother 
goddess Kybele.

• Other buildings include a theatre seating 15,000, a Roman bath, 
monumental fountain, aqueducts, a horseshoe shaped stadium 
seating 30,000, and the Men sanctuary. On the nearby Limenia 
Island in Lake Eğirdir is a temple of Artemis, rock tombs and St. 
Mary’s Monastery. Only 10% of the city has so far been revealed. 

• The date of construction of the city wall cannot be fixed with 
certainty, although the W city gate, which had been placed in the 
Severan period, was built during the reign of Hadrian. It featured the 
same kind of triumphal iconography as the propylon in the Imperial 
cult centre. 

• The large aqueduct and an associated nymphaeum were probably 
set up during the early days of the colony, and possibly the theatre 
as well.
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Antioch in Pisidia
• A UMich team excavating in 1924 showed that 

life at Antioch in Paul's day centred on 2 paved 
squares, the Square of Tiberius (built during his 
reign, AD 14-37) and the Square of Augustus 
(built just before the birth of Christ). 

• From the lower square, 12 steps some 21m long 
led into the Square of Augustus through a 
magnificent triple-arched gateway (Propylon). 
The squares were at least partly faced with 
shops and houses. Unfortunately, nearly all the 
stone uncovered was carried off by local 
inhabitants; so the ancient magnificence of the 
place can only be imagined today.

• Although only the foundations of the Propylon are 
preserved, fragments of inscribed materials were 
found in the vicinity, and it is probably that the 
gate was covered with a Latin text which 
summarized the accomplishments of the 
Augustus — written shortly before his death. 
Only one other copy of this important inscription 
is known, from a temple in Ancrya, and thus the 
fragments of this inscription, called the Res 
Gestae Divi Augusti, are of great importance for 
historical studies of the period and attests to 
Antioch’s importance as a sister city of Rome.

View looking SE at the remnants of the 
monumental staircase which led from 
Tiberias Square, from which the picture was 
taken, to the Augustus temple.
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Antioch in Pisidia

Antioch Pisidia: View looking E along the Cardo Maximus by 
the excavator. Note the columns along the L (N) side of the 
street. The theatre is located up the street, to the L of these 
columns. (HLP)

View looking N along the W wall of Antioch. The wall is 
approximately 3,000m long, and encloses an area ≈ 47 
ha. Various portions date to the Hellenistic, Roman, and 
Byzantine periods. (HLP)
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Iconium

• Iconium (mod. Konya) in Paul’s time was one of the chief cities in the S part of the province of 
Galatia, and it probably belonged to the Phrygian region (16:6). 

• The emperor Claudius gave on it the title Claudiconium, which appears on coins of the city and 
on inscriptions, but Hadrian made it a colonia, proved by its new title, Colonia Aelia Hadriana 
Iconiensium, and by a recently discovered inscription, during Hadrian’s reign, which mentions 
the first duumvir who was appointed in the new colonia. (ISBE)

• Iconium is 250 km S of Ankara at the W edge of the great Anatolian Plateau, 1,100 m asl and 
had good lines of trade and communication. Roads from the E, especially from Cilicia (Tarsus) 
gather to it. By road through a mountain pass in the W it is ≈165 km to Pisidian Antioch in the 
NW. 

• In the cn plateau of the Lycaonian District, it was amidst a very large fertile plain that stretched 
to the N and E. Well watered and surrounded by an unusually productive and stoneless alluvial 
soil, the farms of the region are still some of Turkey’s finest for grains, orchards of plums and 
apricots. Strabo was struck by the difference between the barren fields of the Lycaonian plains, 
and the lush area around Iconium. Ramsay concluded that irrigation probably made the 
difference, since they were both subject to similar weather patterns.   

• The actual founding of the city is uncertain, but it is clear that the city was proud of its Greek 
heritage. By 25 BC, Iconium was brought under Galatia. Holding on to their Greek heritage, 
Luke assigns the name “Hellenes” to this people in his writing.  It was still a Hellenic city, but 
with a strong pro-Roman bias (as proved by its title "Claudian") when Paul visited it. 
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Iconium

• Iconium was a Greek minded community with a significant but not dominant Jewish 
community. As a more democratic and Greek metropolis, resistance against Paul and 
Barnabas was not swift and decisive as in places with dominant leadership structures. Paul 
and Barnabas visited the city on the 1st missionary journey (13:51–14:7). Here they 
preached in the synagogue and then the city. 

• After about 3 months that some from the Jewish community had stirred up mobs against 
Paul’s message, but Paul was evidently able to manage the unrest for a period. The team 
remained in place, and saw considerable success in their preaching. After a spell of 
success, another mob began to stir. Unlike Pisidian Antioch, whose aristocrats expelled 
Paul and Barnabas, the mob of the Hellenes was stirred and eventually threatened to stone 
them. The opposition became so great that they fled S to Lystra and Derbe.   

• Paul revisited the city on his 2nd Journey and possibly on the 3rd (16:1-4; 18:23). Certain of 
the Jewish community followed Paul from Iconium and harassed him again in Lystra, 
pushing the crowd to stone him (14:19). Even at the end of his life Paul recalls vividly the 
persecution that he suffered at Iconium and the region (2 Ti 3:11). His concerns over the 
perversion to the Gospel message were directed at this and the surrounding communities 
in the Epistle to the Galatians. In addition, Peter’s first Epistle was likely written to this city, 
along with Lystra, Derbe and Antioch of Pisidia (1 Pe 1:1).

View looking S over the Konya (pop. 
900,000). The green trees on the L horizon 
mark the rise where the heart of ancient 
Iconium was. The site has not been 
excavated. (HLP)
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Lystra
• Lystra was a town of lycaonia in S cn Asia Minor, where Paul 

preached after being driven from Iconium (14:2-7). Probably 
the hometown of Timothy), it served as a market town of 
Lycaonia. It was a Roman colony located on a hill about 1.6km 
NW of Khatyn Serai, and 29km SSW of Iconium.

• After he healed a lame man, the citizens mistook Paul for 
Hermes (messenger of Zeus) and Barnabas as Zeus himself 
(vv. 8-12). Through the influence of Jews from Antioch and 
Iconium the tide was turned, and Paul was nearly stoned to 
death (v. 19; 2 Tim 3:11). 

• A temple to Zeus was near the city gates, and a statue of 
Hermes dedicated to Zeus was found here as well. Paul left for 
Derbe but soon returned (14:21). It is not definitely stated that 
he ever visited Lystra again but the route of his 3rd  missionary 
journey (18:23) makes that probable. (Unger’s)

• 14:11 says the Lycaonian language was spoken in Lystra. 
However, the use of native languages was rather rare in urban 
Hellenized society. Nevertheless, Acts is correct that in Lystra 
they did in fact speak their native language. This was 
apparently not widely known. There is only one other reference 
to this language in all writings discovered up today.  It would 
require a person who was very familiar with specific local 
information on Lystra to be aware of this detail.
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Derbe

• Derbe was a small town at the foot of Mt Taurus. Paul and Barnabas fled to Derbe 
and Lystra when city officials of Iconium plotted to stone them (14:6-21). There is no 
mention of any persecution here (2 Tim 3:11). They gained many converts, among 
them possibly Gaius (14:6,20; 20:4). Following the strengthening that no doubt 
resulted from the encouragement of growth, they journeyed back to Lystra and 
Iconium, in spite of their prior reception (14:21-22), and strengthened the small flock 
of believers in each place. Paul and Silas revisited here on the 2nd journey (16:1).  

• Derbe was a city of Lycaonia in the province of Galatia in S central Asia Minor. It sat 
on a major route connecting Iconium (72km NW) to Laranda. (Unger’s)

• Based an inscription dated 157 AD found there, M. Balance in 1956 identified Kerti 
Hüyük, 24km NNE of Karaman (Laranda), some 100km from Lystra as the site. 
Thus NAS correctly renders 14:20 The next day he went away…to Derbe. In 1964 
he attempted to identify the site even more precisely at Devri Sehri, 4km SSE of 
Kerti Hüyük. An alternative site was proposed by B. Van Eldern, who found another 
inscription in a village nearby (Suduraya). (F F Bruce, IBD)

Mound at Kerti 
Hüyük, HLP

Kerti Hüyük inscription


