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Acts of the Apostles: Second 
Missionary Journey

A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of 
Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and 

saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." When 
he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go 
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 

preach the gospel to them. (Ac 16:9-10)
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Acts: Second Missionary Journey

• Second missionary journey of Paul 
(map, travel distances)

• Cicilian Gates
• Alexandria Troas
• Samothrace
• Neapolis
• Philippi (Biblical significance, 

 features, deities, colony, 
Ac 16:16, Lydia and purple dye
, jail)

• Amphipolis
• Apollonia
• Thessalonica (

biblical significance, Via 
Egnatia, site plan, forum)

• Berea
• Athens
• Athens: Many gods
• Athens features
• Athens: Areopagus
• Aquila and Prisca
• Tentmaking
• Corinth
• Corinth: Biblical significance
• Corinth features
• Cenchrea
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The Second Missionary Journey of Paul
• 49-52 AD, Ac 15:39-18:22: In his second journey Paul took Silas as his 

companion (they were joined by Timothy at Iconium), while Barnabas and 
Mark went to Cyprus. Paul returned by land to the cities previously visited in 
Pisidia and traversed Phyrygia until he reached Alexandria Troas on the 
Aegean Sea. There he was called in a vision to go to Macedonia.

• Arriving at Philippi, he converted many Gentiles, including Lydia of Thyatira, a 
seller of purple fabrics, a worshipper of God (a semiproselyte) (16:14). Paul 
and Silas were arrested there, but were released with apologies when the 
authorities realized that Paul was a Roman citizen. 

• They continued to Thessalonica where Jason, Paul’s host, was attacked, and 
then continued by ship to Athens. In this capital of the Hellenistic spirit, Paul is 
reported to have made his speech to the philosophers at the hill of Areopagus, 
beginning with a reference to the altar of an unknown god.

• From Athens, Paul went to Corinth, the capital of the province of Achaia, 
where he was arrested and brought before the proconsul Gallio (who, 
however, refused to interfere in matters of religion).

• From Corinth Paul sailed to Ephesus and then to Caesarea in Palestine. After 
he had greeted the church at Jerusalem, he returned to Antioch. 
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Second Missionary Journey
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Travel distances

By sea: 2075kmBy land: 2890kmTotal: 4965km
100kmCaesarea to JerusalemGa 2:118:22

1000km (By sea)Ephesus to Caesarea18:19

400km (By sea)Corinth to Ephesus18:1

80kmAthens to Corinth1 Th 3:117:15

450km (By sea)Pydna to Athens

50kmBeroea to Pydna17:10

70kmThessalonica to BeroeaPh 4:1617:1

135kmPhilippi to Thessalonica1 Th 2:216:12

25kmNeapolis to Philippi16:11

225km (By sea)Troas to Neapolis16:8

800kmPhrygia and Galatia to Troas16:6

700kmFaustinopolis to Phrygia and Galatha

100kmTarsus to FaustinopolisGa 1:2115:41

225kmAntioch to Tarsus15:30

600kmJerusalem to AntiochGa 1:1815:4

DistancePlacesEpistlesActs
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Ac 15:41 Cilician Gates

• And he was traveling through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 
Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. (15:41-16:1)

• The Cilician Gates is a pass in the Taurus mountains though which almost all 
traffic passing between the Cilician Plain (Tarsus) and the Anatolian highland 
(Iconium) passed. The idea of a "gate" seems to refer to that which one must 
pass through, and through which access can be controlled.

• This pass lies 44 km to the N of Tarsus (via the ancient road system). 
• It has always been of strategic importance. Numerous armies and caravans, 

from time immemorial, have passed through this area. In ancient times the 
Persians passed through this area on their march W, but later the Greeks, led 
by Alexander Great, pursued them through these "gates" in the opposite 
direction as they retreated E. The apostle Paul must have passed through this 
area at the beginning of his 2nd and 3rd journeys.
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Ac 15:41 Cicilian Gates

View looking S. The small road running away from the 
viewer is the old road that ran through the Cilician 
Gates. The modern 6-lane highway is above it, and to 
the R in this image (not too visible).

Note the steep forested slope on the L (E) side of the 
image, and just beyond its base the white cliff which 
rises up. The narrow Cilician Gates is actually located 
at the juncture of the bases of the forested slope and 
the distant cliffs. 
A large stone, with a Greek inscription is located at 
the end of the old road (see image), where the river 
bed passes under the modern road. (HLP) 

Kyle Pope
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Alexandria Troas
• Troas (Gk “the Troad”, region about Troy) is 

a small coastal town city on the coast of 
Mysia, opposite the SE extremity of the 
island of Tenedos, and near Troy, and S of 
Dardanelles.

• Formerly called Antigonia Troas, having 
been built by Antigonus, it was embellished 
by Lysimachus and named Alexandria 
Troas after Alexander the Great. 

• It was a major sea port in NW Asia Minor 
and the port to cross over to Neapolis in 
Macedonia for the land route to Rome. It 
flourished under the Romans. Luke’s use of 
the name Troas for Alexandria is 
characteristic of 1st c usage, after Augustus 
made it a colony and called it Colonia 
Augusta Tradensium or Colonia Augusta 
Troas.

Ancient road from Troas to Assos. Paul 
could have walked on this road to go to 
Assos (20:13). Now very near Gulpinar 
and Babakale.
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Alexandria Troas

• Here Paul saw a vision of a man of Macedonia begging him to come 
and help (16:9). It is also the start of the 'we' section in 16:10 so it is 
likely that Luke joined Paul at Alexandria Troas. 

• During the 3rd missionary journey, Paul rested here for a short time on 
the N road from Ephesus, hoping to meet Titus (2 Co 2:12-13). He may 
have wanted to get a boat to N Greece. 

• After his time in Greece, instead of gong from Corinth to Syria, Paul 
returned to Troas to meet his companions (20:5-6), and remained a 
week. When Euitices fell from the third floor, he was resurrected by 
Paul who said there is still life in him. Paul's companions took a ship for 
Assos, but he walked. He either wanted to stay alone or was afraid of a 
Jewish plot against him. Years after, he left a cloak, some books, and 
parchments in the house of Carpus (2 Tim 4:13). 

Ruins of ancient port of Troas 
(Photo byHaldun Aydýngün) 
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Samothrace

• Samothrace (mod. Samothraki) lay on Paul's sea route from Troas to 
Neapolis in the course of his 2nd missionary journey (Acts 16:11). 

• A mountainous island in the N Aegean Sea about 51km off the coast of 
Thracia. It is about 13km long and 10km broad. Although the island lacks a 
good natural harbour, ships often anchored offshore. 

• The highest peak on the island creates a visible landmark for navigation. 
“Samothrace was a conspicuous sailor’s landmark, dominated by a 5000 foot 
mountain.” Additionally, Luke uses the technical nautical term anagein, which 
he also uses in 13:13 (literally, “having been carried up [onto the high sea]”). 

• Samothrace was the centre of a Greek mystery cult that centred on deities 
known as the Cabeiri. Initiates sought the help of these gods during initiation 
rituals.
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Neapolis
• Neapolis (“New City”; mod. Kavalla) in NE Greece 

original belonged to Thrace but later was within the 
province of Macedonia. 

• It was the seaport of Philippi, 15km (10Rm) away by the 
Via Egnatia over the Symbolum ridge separating the 
plain of Philippi from the sea. It was the terminus of the 
Via Egnatius. 

• Here Paul first landed in Europe (16:11). He probably 
passed through here again on his second visit to 
Macedonia (20:1), and he certainly must have embarked 
here on his last journey from Philippi to Troas that 
occupied 5 days (20:6). 

• Neapolis was a colony of the island of Thassos, 
opposite it. Originally the whole town was built on the 
hilly Panagia peninsula. It was important strategically 
and commercially as it was both a port city and is on the 
road that connected Thrace to Macedonia.

• Kavalla covers the site so there is little to see dating to 
the biblical period. Remains of a Roman aqueduct still 
stand. Some say the site was Eski (ie "Old") Kavalla and 
when it was destroyed in the 6th/7th c AD the inhabitants 
migrated 15km E to Kavalla. 

• But the general view, and that which is most consonant 
with the evidence, both literary and archaeological, 
places Neapolis at Kavalla, with a spacious harbour on 
its W side. 

• The chief cult of the city was that of "The Virgin," usually 
identified with Artemis. 

Pictured here is a bay near the city.
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Neapolis

Kavala at sunset
Via Egnatian going from Kavala toward Philippi

The old harbour of Neapolis in Kavala 
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Philippi: City Map
• Philippi ( "lover of horses, warlike"). A town 

of Macedonia, anciently known as Krenides 
(Strabo 7.331). The ancient city was built on 
the marshes of the SE plain of Drama. King 
Philip II of Macedon took it from the 
Thracians in 356 BC and gave it his own 
name. It was seized by the Romans in 168.

• Philippi is 185km NE of Salonika, now close 
to the Bulgarian border, and 16km SW of 
Kavala (Neapolis) over the ridge. 

• The city occupies the edge of a fertile plain 
E of Mt Pangaio, in the valley between the 
Lekani (E) and Phalakro and Menikio (N). Mt 
Pangaio was the sacred mountain of 
Dionysos in antiquity, and had great gold 
and silver mines. The plain area had a large 
swampy valley in the ancient period, but the 
swamp was drained in the 1930's by a canal 
system for irrigation. David Padfield
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Philippi: Biblical significance

• The Philippi plain was where Mark Antony and Octavian defeated 
Brutus and Cassius in 42 BC (n). 

• In celebration of the victory the city was made a Roman colony with 
the special privileges this involved, and many military veterans settled 
here. Its status was a source of much civic pride for its citizens, who 
used Latin as the official language, adopted Roman customs, and 
modelled their city governments along Italian lines. It was a strategic 
Roman garrison on the Via Egnatia from Rome to Asia.

• In Paul’s time, Philippi had 150,000 inhabitants including many 
foreigners and Greeks. When Paul and Silas visited in 49 it was a well 
developed Roman city. They were imprisoned here on the 2nd 
missionary journey (16:9-40).  

• Philippi is believed to be the site of Paul’s first recorded preaching in 
Greece. The first church in Europe was planted here and the believers 
there were especially generous and beloved by Paul (2 Co 8:1-6;11:9; 
Ph 1:1-8).
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Philippi: Features

• Philippi apparently had only a small number of Jewish 
inhabitants and no synagogue. Consequently Shabbat worship 
was held outside the city on the Gangitis River (0.8km from 
ruins today).  Here Paul met a group of women to whom he 
preached the gospel.  Lydia, a merchant trading purple cloth, 
believed the Gospel and was baptized with members of her 
household.  Subsequently Paul went and lived at her home.

• Dominating the site is the forum, a rectangle 100x50m which in 
its present form dates to about AD 175. Apparently, however, 
the form of it is about the same as in Paul's day. On the N side 
of the forum is a bema where Paul probably stood before the 
magistrates (16:19-21). A stretch of the Via Egnatia may be 
seen adjacent to the N side of the forum. 

• N of the forum across the modern road are excavated remains 
of a 5th c basilica (Basilica A). Next to that the modern visitor is 
shown what is said to be the prison into which Paul and Silas 
were cast. On the slope of the acropolis just to the NE of 
Basilica A is a well-preserved theatre, which in its original form 
probably dated from the time of Philip II in the 4th c BC.

Gangitis River 

Forum at Philippi

Bema, Philippi

The acropolis, Philippi
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Philippi: Deities
• On the N side of the Via Egnatian lies a steep outcropping of rocks, which leads to the 

higher elevations of Mt. Pangaeum. Scattered over this lonely stretch of rock is an 
incredibly rich profusion of rather crudely carved religious representations, a graphic and 
poignant witness to the simple piety of ordinary people. The majority of them seem to 
have been commissioned as an act of piety and gratitude for some gift of protection, 
healing, or rescue that the god or goddess is credited with having performed on the 
suppliant's behalf.

• To date, 187 reliefs have been identified, forming a kind of extended open-air sanctuary. 
The goddess Diana (Gk Artemis), in her role as huntress is featured most prominently. In 
fact, there are over 90 separate representations of her in various hunting poses. This 
evidence of popular concern for the risks and rewards of the hunter is further 
emphasized by the presence among these same rocks of a roughly carved sanctuary to 
Sylvanus, a Roman god of the woodlands.

• A variety of other deities are also represented, including the Phrygian mother goddess 
Cybele. Higher up the mountain, Isis had her own temple and small sanctuary complex, 
but she was also honoured among the rock carvings. Although Egyptian in origin, Isis 
became extremely popular in the Roman Empire as a compassionate goddess who 
could heal, protect, and possibly grant her worshipers a better life in the next world. In 
one of the few inscriptions accompanying a relief, Isis is honoured as the Queen of 
Heaven, a frequently repeated title for this goddess.

• What all of the deities who are honoured in this desolate rocky outcropping have in 
common is that they extended concern and protection to ordinary people and to the 
occupations and preoccupations of their everyday lives. Paul appears to have 
understood this need, as he encouraged the Philippians' by saying, Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving present your 
requests to God (Ph 4:6). 
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Philippi: Colony
• Philippi as a Roman colony (16:12) enjoyed special benefits: Libertas or self-government, Immunitas or 

freedom from paying tribute to the Emperor, and Jus Italicum or the rights of those who lived in Italy, 
including Roman dress, language, coinage and holidays.

• "The colony was used for 3 different purposes in the course of Roman history: as a fortified outpost in 
a conquered country; as a means of providing for the poor of Rome; and as a settlement for veterans 
who had served their time. It is with the third class, established by Augustus, that we have to do here. 
The Romans divided mankind into citizens and strangers. An inhabitant of Italy was a citizen; an 
inhabitant of any other part of the empire was a peregrinus, or stranger. The colonial policy abolished 
this distinction so far as privileges were concerned. The idea of a colony was, that it was another 
Rome transferred to the soil of another country. In his establishment of colonies, Augustus, in some 
instances, expelled the existing inhabitants and founded entirely new towns with his colonists; in 
others, he merely added his settlers to the existing population of the town then receiving the rank and 
title of a colony. In some instances a place received these without receiving any new citizens at all. 
Both classes of citizens were in possession of the same privileges, the principal of which were, 
exemption from scourging, freedom from arrest, except in extreme cases, and, in all cases, the right of 
appeal from the magistrate to the emperor. The names of the colonists were still enrolled in one of the 
Roman tribes. The traveller heard the Latin language and was amenable to the Roman law. The 
coinage of the city had Latin inscriptions. The affairs of the colony were regulated by their own 
magistrates named Duumviri, who took pride in calling themselves by the Roman title of praetors..." 
(Marvin Vincent, Vincent's Word Studies in the New Testament, Vol. I, pp. 529-530).

• Roman citizenship is spoken of often in the NT. Paul as a Roman citizen (22:25-29) used his status to 
appeal to Caesar (25:11). At Philippi Paul used his citizenship for protection (16:20-21).

• "Because a considerable portion of the citizenry were Romans who enjoyed special privileges as 
colonists, Paul encountered there a community with a pronounced devotion to and pride in the Roman 
Empire. The political and religious loyalties of the people appear to have been an issue for Paul. Only 
in Philippians does he use language that speaks of civil or political identity, when he tells his readers to 
live in a way that is worthy of the gospel of Christ (Gk politeuíesthe; Ph 1:27) and when he reminds 
them that they are citizens of heaven (poliíteuma; 3:20). Paul appears to have been trying to get the 
Philippian Christians to see themselves as Christians first and Romans second, not Romans first and 
Christians second." (Eerdman's Dictionary of the Bible, David Noel Freedman, Editor-in-Chief).
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Ac 16:16 Woman with divination
• It happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a slave-girl having 

a spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her masters much profit by 
fortune-telling. (16:16)

• In inspirational or natural divination the agent is professedly under the 
immediate influence of some spirit or god who enables the diviner to see the 
future, etc., and to utter oracles embodying what he sees. 

• Underlying all methods of divination there lay the belief that certain 
superhuman spiritual beings (gods, spirits) possess the secret knowledge 
desired by men, and that, on certain conditions, they are willing to impart it.

• Paul met and subsequently exorcised a young woman with the spirit of 
divination; significantly Luke uses a word with pagan connections, 
manteuomenē (meaning to divine, i.e. utter spells, under pretense of 
foretelling), not elsewhere used in NT, to describe her oracular speech, 
obviously inspired by a demonic power. 

• In Greek thought, anyone who prophesied under the inspiration of Apollo 
was called a python (after the mythological guardian of the Delphic oracle). 
Such persons generally spoke with the mouth closed, uttering words quite 
beyond their own control, and so were called engastrimythoi or 
ventriloquists. The Philippi woman had such a spirit of divination. 
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Lydia and the Purple 
dye 

• Lydia was a seller of purple of the city of Thyatira (archaeologists found 7 inscriptions in 
the city that refer to its involvement in the dye trade).  who dwelt in Philippi. She sold the 
purple-dyed garments from Thyatira in Philippi and traded in both the cheap and 
expensive merchandise. As her husband is not mentioned and she was a householder, 
she was probably a widow. She was not by birth a Jewess, but a proselyte, as the phrase 
a worshipper of God suggests. (n)

• The association of royalty with the colour purple stems from the reddish-purple dye made 
from the glands of murex molluscs, particularly the renowned Tyrian purple from 
Phoenicia. Purple cloth was so expensive because it was difficult to make. Each murex 
snail yielded only a drop of yellow liquid which darkened into bright purple and red colours 
on exposure to light. Processing required slow simmering for about 2 weeks. Up to 130 
snails were needed for 1g of dye. 

• Only the very wealthiest could afford it. It was said to be worth the price, for the dye, once 
set, would not run or fade. It was mainly used by members of the royal families and 
Roman senators who were required to have a purple band around the edge of their togas, 
or robes. Under Nero only the emperor could wear purple garments. 

• Huge piles of murex shells were found near ancient Phn ruins, usually downwind from 
where people lived, as heating sea creatures in salt water for days during dye extraction 
was bound to have been a smelly process.

• After the Punic Wars, the Roman state took over production of the dye.

In centre, brazil scarf overdyed with indigo 
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Philippi: Jail• A crypt from Roman times is called "Paul's prison.“
• "A local tradition identifies a Roman cistern as the 

place where St. Paul was imprisoned. This cistern 
is immediately east of what is known as Basilica A, 
N of the modern road which cuts through the ruins 
of Philippi. This 'jail' is divided into two rooms, the 
outer and the inner prison (16:24). The guard will 
even point out where the chains which tied the 
prisoners were fastened to the wall." (Otto F. A. 
Meinardus, St. Paul in Greece, p. 18).

• In antiquity, jails were not designed for long term 
punishment. They were dark chambers where 
prisoners were held until they could be tried or 
punished in other ways. Prisoners were commonly 
chained during the day. At night their feet were 
often placed in stocks for additional security 
(16:24). 

• Whether the apostle actually spent time in this 
particular cell or not is unclear, however he (and 
Silas) no doubt sat in a cell just like this one. 
Actually a Roman cistern which was later converted 
into a cult place, it seems to have dubious support 
for having been the place where Paul was held. 
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Amphipolis
• Amphipolis ( "a city surrounded," so called because 

the Strymon flowed round it). A major city of NE 
Macedonia, capital of the first district of Macedonia, 
through which Paul and Silas passed on their way from 
Philippi to Thessalonica (17:1), just N of the Aegean. 

• ≈ 45km SW of Philippi and 8km inland of the port city 
Eion. Best known for its oil, timber, wine, figs, gold, 
silver, and woollen textiles. 

• As a station on the Via Egnatia and the capital of a rich 
hinterland, the city grew economically and culturally. It 
did indeed experience devastations and sackings, but 
with the support of the Roman emperors, particularly 
Augustus and Hadrian, it remained one of the most 
important urban centres in Macedonia until late 
antiquity.

• The city's prosperity is reflected in its monumental 
buildings with mosaic floors and mural paintings as well 
as the archaeological finds brought to light in the 
excavations

• (R) Paul would have seen the Lion of Amphipois at the 
bridge over the Strymones. Originally the lion may have 
honoured Laomedon, the sailor of Mytilene who later 
became the governor of Syria.

The old bridge over the Strymon 
is guarded by the Lion of 
Amphipolis statue. The colossal 
animal, first erected in the early 
4th c BC, was reassembled from 
fragments in 1936-37 and 
mounted on a pedestal built on 
the ancient foundation with 
blocks of the 2nd c BC dredged 
from the Strymon, where they 
may have been reused in a 
medieval dam. It lies along the 
main highway near the town.
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Amphipolis• Thracians first founded this site, a strategic military 
and commercial location, in the 5th c BC. After the 
Roman conquered Macedonia in 168, Amphipolis 
was made the capital of Macedonia Prima, one of 
the 4 divisions of  Macedonia. 

• The place, which belonged to the Edonians of 
Thrace, was originally called "Ennea Odoi" ('Nine 
Ways'), for which reason, Xerxes on crossing its 
bridges buried alive 9 local boys and 9 girls (Hero. 
7:114). It was colonized as Amphipolis by the 
Athenians in 437 BC after an abortive attempt 28 
years earlier. 

• Amphipolis was built on a terraced hill 154m above 
the E bank of the Strymones, just below its egress 
from Lake Achinos (now drained), ca. 5km from the 
sea. A loop of the river flowed round the W half of 
the city walls. The river surrounded the city on 3 
sides, while a wall protected the city’s E side. 

• The Via Egnatia passed through the city along a 
bridge over the Strymones in the 1st c AD.  
Fossilized woodpiles remaining from the bridge can 
be seen today.

Strymones River 

City Wall with Gate, 5th c B.C. 
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Apollonia

• Apollonia ( Gk "belonging to Apollo"). The name of several towns in 
the Mediterranean world, so called in honour of the Greek sun-god, 
Apollo. Paul visited the Apollonia in Macedonia it on his 2nd missionary 
journey (17:1). S of Lake Bolbe, it was located on the Via Egnatia, 
45km W of Amphipolis. Thessalonica was just over 55km to the E.

• Neither Amphipolis nor Apollonia had a Jewish synagogue. In all 
likelihood Paul spent the night at Appolonia on his journey to 
Thessalonica. 

• (tp) While there is no record of Paul having preached in this city, a 
modern monument, written in both Greek and English, says, "Here 
Took St. Paul's Speech." The inscription also includes the text of Acts 
17:1. The plaque is located on the side of a very small hill, less than 
1.5km from the Via Egnatia. 
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Thessalonica
• Thessalonica (ancient Therma; mod. Thessaloniki or Salonika)  Founded in 315 BC and 

 named after Thessalonica, half-sister of Alexander the Great and wife of Cassander, 
who built the city. She was so called by her father, Philip, because he first heard of her 
birth on the day of his gaining a victory over the Thessalians. Thessalonica became an 
important Roman trading centre and an early centre of Christianity. It lies 516km N of 
Athens.

• Thessalonica was where 2 major Roman roads intersected, one leading from Italy E (Via 
Egnatia; the city was at the midpoint) and the other from the Danube to the Aegean. Its 
location and use as a port made it a prominent city. In 168 BC. it became the capital of 
the second district of Macedonia and later it was made the capital and major port of the 
whole Roman province of Macedonia (146). In 42, after the battle at Philippi, 
Thessalonica was made a “free city”. 

• The Thessalonians adored many gods, particularly Jupiter, as the father of Hercules, the 
alleged founder of its ancient royal family. The city also boasted a celebrated 
amphitheatre, where gladiatorial shows were exhibited for the amusement of the 
citizens, and a circus for public games.

• Thessaloniki is now second largest city in Greece (750,000) and very little of the NT city 
has been uncovered as the modern city sits atop the remains. However, the remains of 
the agora have been uncovered in the city’s centre.

• The fertile plain of Thessaly in Central Greece is surrounded by high mountains: the 
Pindus Range to the W, Olympus to the N, Ossa, Pelion (Pilio) and Othris to the E, and 
Trimfrestos to the S. The River Pinios, flowing down from the W slopes of the Pindus, 
cuts Thessaly in two and passes through the Valley of Tempi to meet the sea.
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Thessalonica: Biblical significance

• Thessalonica was an invaluable centre for the spread of the gospel. 
In fact it was nearly, if not quite, on a level with Corinth and Ephesus 
in its share of the commerce of the Levant. 

• The synagogue, the chief synagogue in that part of Macedonia, had 
much to do with Paul’s plans and also doubtless with his success. It 
was his base for preaching (17:2-3). On his 2nd missionary journey, 
Paul (with Silas) preached in there.

• Here Paul laid the foundations of a church (17:1-4; 1Th 1:9). In 20:1-
3, Paul's visit is named; see also Ph 4:16; 2 Ti 4:10. 

• Thessalonica’s rulers were politarchai (17:6,8), a title of a political 
magistrate otherwise unknown in extant Gk literature. They were 
elected by "the people," which refers to the assembly of the demos. 

• The violence of the Jews drove Paul and Silas to Berea (17:5-10). 
The newly converted Christians at Thessalonica also suffered much 
from the persecution of the world. Paul revisited the city on his 3rd 
journey.

Archaeology and Acts.ppt
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Via Egnatia to Thessalonica

From Thomas Lewin, The Life and Epistles of St. Paul (London: 1890), adapted by Brandon Wason
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Ancient Site Plan of Thessalonica

• Mod. Thessaloniki 
occupies the site, so 
only a small area has 
been excavated

Michael Martin www.NTImages.com
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Thessalonica: 
Forum

• The Roman Forum was discovered a block to the S of the church of Agios 
Dimitrios. It dates to the 2nd c AD but the remains of an earlier (Hellenistic) Agora 
are probably located below it and/or in the adjacent built up area. The area was 
formerly a bus station; when it was moved in 1962, this 1st or 2nd c AD forum was 
revealed. Excavators found a bathhouse and mint dating to the 1st c below 
pavement surrounding an odeum. 

• This may have been the area of the agora (marketplace) where a mob started to 
riot in the city due to the success of the preaching of Paul and Silas (17:5). (HLP)

Agora at Thessalonica 
(biblestudy.org)

View looking S over the recent 
excavations of the Forum/Agora. Note 
the remnants of the colonnade, which 
surrounded the forum. This version of 
the forum seems to date to the 2nd c AD 
although its foundations may be earlier. 
On the L (E) side of the image is where 
the Odeum was located. 

Forum
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Berea

• Berea (Beroea; mod. Verria or Verroia) is about 75km W 
Thessaloniki about a 3-day walk. Berea lies in the beautiful foothills 
of Mt Vermio on a plateau that is crossed by the River Tripotamos, a 
tributary of the Aliacmon river. 

• Once a large and populous city and the residence of many Jews, 
Paul commended the Jews for their careful criticism in the study of 
the Scriptures (17:10-13). 

• Paul, Silas, and Timothy came here after being forced out 
of Thessalonica during their 2nd missionary journey, Paul and Silas 
left Thessalonica by night travelling SW to Berea. 

Part of the Roman road (Via 
Egnatia) in Berea

View of a building thought to have been 
built over the remains of an ancient 
synagogue at Berea
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Athens
• Paul journeyed to Athens from Berea. The distance between Berea and Athens was 

250Rm, a journey of 3 days by sea or 12 days by land.
• Athens Named after the patron goddess Athena. It grew up around the 156m-high 

Acropolis and was connected with its seaport Piraeus by long walls in the days of its 
glory. The Romans captured it in 146 BC. 

• Luke’s remark about the inquisitive nature of the Athenians (17:21) is attested by others 
e.g. Demosthenes rebuked his countrymen for their love of constantly going about in the 
marketplace, asking one another, "What news?" 

• Paul's remark upon the "religious" character of the Athenians (17:22) is likewise 
confirmed by the ancient writers. Thus Pausanias and Philostratus of the 2nd c AD 
record altars dedicated to the unknown god as existing along the road from Piraeus to 
Athens and elsewhere in the city itself (cf. v. 23). 

• Pausanias, moreover, says the Athenians surpassed all other states in the attention that 
they paid to the worship of gods. Hence the city was crowded in every direction with 
temples, altars, and other sacred buildings. Among pagan temples still standing in the 
city are the Hephaistion, overlooking the agora, the temple of Zeus, and the splendid 
Acropolis, the temple of the Wingless Victory, the Erechtheum, and the superb 
Parthenon. 

• Mars' Hill or the Areopagus was at the W approach to the Acropolis. Here Paul 
preached the gospel of redemption through Christ to the devotees of 3 contemporary 
philosophies - Platonism, Stoicism, and Epicureanism. He argued against polytheism 
and offered salvation in Christ. Dionysius, an Areopagite, and a few others were 
converted (17:34), but Paul did not succeed in establishing a church at Athens. 
(Unger’s)
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Athens: Many gods
• Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked within him as he was 

observing the city full of idols. (17:16)
• Paul must have been appalled as he looked upon all this idolatry. As a devout Jew, he had been taught 

from childhood not to make a carved image (Ex 20:3-4). 
• Supposing he arrived by ship, he would have landed at Piraeus and would have gone N from the 

harbour and entered Athens by the "Double Gate" on the W side of the city, where 4 highways 
converged. Before passing the gate, however, he would have gone through an extensive cemetery, 
where he would have noticed the graves of many distinguished Athenian citizens, the most famous 
being Menander, the son of Diopithes.

• Passing through the gates, Paul would have seen the Temple of Demeter with statues of the goddess 
and her daughter. A little further on he would have passed the statue of Poseidon hurling his trident. 
Beyond this, he would have seen the statues of Healing Athena, Zeus, Apollo, and Hermes standing 
near the Sanctuary of Dionysus.

• As Paul waited for Silas and Timothy (17:15), he must have explored the city like tourists do today. He 
could have visited the Royal Colonnade, the Metroum or Sanctuary of the Mother of the Gods with her 
image.

• In the agora he would have passed what sometimes called "the Music Hall at Athens," the odeon, a 
small roofed theatre. In the agora the Athenians had an altar of Mercy, which stood in a grove of laurels 
and olives. Close to the agora, in the gymnasium of Ptolemy, there was a stone statue of Hermes, and 
a bronze statue of Ptolemy.

• Wherever Paul turned, he must have seen statues, temples, and shrines. There was the Sanctuary of 
the Dioscuri, the Serapeum in the lower part of this city, the Temple of Olympian Zeus SE of the 
Acropolis, the Pythium on the S side of the Acropolis, the Sanctuary of Dionysus at the foot of the 
Acropolis, and many more.

• An ancient proverb declared that there were more gods in Athens than men, and wherever the Apostle 
looked, in niches and on pedestals, in temples and on street corners, were gods and demigods. Busts 
of Hermes were on every corner and statues and altars were in the courtyard of every home.

• Among this forest of deities Paul discovered one altar dedicated to the unknown god. There are many 
examples of similar inscriptions in the Greco-Roman world. The idea, of course, was that these altars to 
the "unknown gods" ensured that no deity was omitted from worship. 
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Athens: The Acropolis

• The Acropolis was a commanding hill 156m high, SE of the agora. It was customarily 
approached from the W through an ornamental gateway known as the Propylaea. Entering 
the Acropolis Paul would have passed two statues of horsemen facing each other on 
opposite sides of the road. 

• On his right, on the W edge of the Acropolis, was the Temple of Victory Athena, the so-
called Wingless Victory. Paul would have looked towards the sea and seen the Bay of 
Phaleron, perhaps with grain ships from Alexandria, Egypt.

• He would have visited the most famous and beautiful of all Greek temples on top of the 
hill, the Parthenon, which contained the oldest and most venerated gold and ivory statue 
of Athena which, like that of Diana of Ephesus, was believed to have fallen from heaven 
(cf 19:35). 

• On the N edge of the Acropolis was the Erechtheum (Erechtheion), a temple erected in 
honour of Erechtheus, the semi-divine hero who is reputed to have been the first king of 
Athens.

• The Prytaneion, or town hall, was on the N slope of the Acropolis, E of the agora, where 
the sacred fire of the city was always kept aflame. 

• Finally, there was the most conspicuous statue of the city-goddess, a dedication from the 
spoils of the Battle of Marathon.

http://www.padfield.com/2001/parthenon.html
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Athens

Acropolis, Athens

Temple of Zeus, Athens. Begun in the 6th c 
BC, this temple was finally completed until 
Hadrian's reign in the 2nd  c AD.  Antiochus 
Epiphanes of Seleucid rule did much 
construction on the site between 174-165 
BC.  Today 15 of the original columns are still 
standing.

Agora, Athens

Map of the 4th c 
BC Agora
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Athens: 4th c BC Map
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Athens: Areopagus
• The Areopagus, hallowed by the sacred traditions of the past, a dignified and august body, 

was independent of and uninfluenced by the wavering discordant multitude, and was not 
affected by the ever-changing public opinion. Conservative almost to a fault, it did the 
state good service by holding in check the too rash and radical younger spirits. 

• It exercised the right of capital punishment. In 594 BC the jurisdiction in criminal cases 
was given to the archons. It saw that the laws in force were observed and executed by the 
properly constituted authorities; it could bring officials to trial for their acts while in office, 
even raise objections to all resolutions of the Council and of the General Assembly, if the 
court perceived a danger to the state, or subversion of the constitution. 

• Without waiting for a formal accusation it could summon any citizen to court, examine, 
convict and punish him. Under unusual circumstances full powers could be granted by the 
people to this body for the conduct of various affairs of state; when the safety of the city 
was menaced, the court acted even without waiting for full power to be conferred upon it.

• The Areopagus also protected the worship of the gods, the sanctuaries and sacred 
festivals, and the olive trees of Athens; and it supervised the religious sentiments of the 
people, the moral conduct of the citizens, as well as the education of the youth. No new 
god could be admitted without their approval

• When the democratic party came to power, after Cimon's banishment, one of its first acts 
was to limit the powers of the Areopagus. By the law of Ephialtes in 460 the court lost 
practically all jurisdiction. The supervision of the government was transferred to the 
nomophulakes (law-guardians). At the end of the Peloponnesian war, however, in 403 its 
old rights were restored. 

• The court remained in existence down to the time of the emperors. From Acts 17:19 and 
22 we learn that it existed in the time of Claudius. One of its members was converted to 
Christianity (17:34). 
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Athens: Areopagus

• On his visit to Athens, Paul gave a speech to the learned men of the 
city at the Areopagus (Ares’ Hill, Mars’ Hill). Ares was the Gk god of 
war, called in Latin Mars.

• Here Paul addressed the men of Athens (17:22-31). It was 
prominently located NW and 42m below the Acropolis and in his day 
was the meeting place of the main governing body of the city. 

• The Areopagus also denotes the council or court of justice that met in 
the open air on the hill. The Areopagite Council probably began as the 
king’s advisers. Membership continued for life, and comprised 9 
archons or chief magistrates (an office first limited to the eupatrids, or 
“nobles by birth”, then opened up by Solon to all with certain property 
qualifications) who were then in office, and the ex-archons of 
blameless life. 
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Athens: Areopagus

• The philosophers brought Paul to the 
Areopagus to tell them about his new teaching 
(17:19). 

• Concerning Paul's appearance before the 
Council of the Areopagus, some think was a 
sort of judicial proceeding, but most see the 
reference as only the location of his preaching 
(ch 17). 

• However it "deliberately echoes the trial of 
Socrates for proclaiming new deities and 
leading the populace to question its beliefs in 
the traditional gods." (Oxford Companion to the 
Bible, p. 65).

• (tp R) Showing the bottom of the ancient rock 
stairs leading to the flat top of the Areopagus. 
The text of Paul’s speech in ch 17 is inscribed 
in Greek on a bronze plaque and set in a rock 
at the foot of hill. 
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Aquila and Prisca
• And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy 

with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. 
He came to them, and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they 
were working, for by trade they were tent-makers. (18:2-3)

• Prisca and Aquila probably went into business together for they were tentmakers (v 3). 
They knew  the Isthmian games were held regularly at Corinth in May or June, drawing 
visitors from all over the Greek world. There would have been a ready market for 
accommodation tents and traders’ booths. 

• Light linen was for summer beach pavilions, while much stouter linen was used as sail-
cloth and for hucksters’ booths. Tentmakers had to be adept in sewing together strips of 
leather or different weights of canvas. There is little difference in technique in joining two 
thicknesses of leather or layers of heavy canvas. It takes an awl to make the hole in a 
rolled-over canvas seam just as it does in leather, and in both cases the needle must be 
slipped through before the hole closes. 

• It is but a short step to sewing leather cloaks, belts and gourds, all equipment of the 
traveller. Since skill was more important than strength, women could sew as well as 
men. 

• Inevitably a tentmaker developed muscular shoulders and strong, calloused hands. The 
stitch was set by a sudden outward jerk of both hands into which the thread bit. This 
may explain why Paul wrote with awkward large letters (Gal 6:11)!

• Application and good connections would have given Prisca and Aquila a reasonable 
living, which they put at risk by becoming Christians. They certainly were Christians 
before they arrived in Corinth (any Jew expelled from Rome (n) would not have 
sheltered Paul). Yet Prisca and Aquila opened their house to him (v 3). The most 
probable reason is because they discovered that they shared a common faith 



Acts:  2nd missionary journey 39

Home of Aquila and Prisca
• he stayed with them  (18:3). Prisca and Aquila probably 

owned or, were tenants of a workshop. Whereas Gaius 
could  host the whole church (Ro 16:23), they could only 
accommodate a portion of the community (n).

• The layout of the shop depended on the type of trade. 
Tentmakers’ needs were relatively simple: storage space 
for different weights and widths of leather and linen. Each 
worker required a narrow bench on which tools were laid 
out, straight and curved needles, awl, punch, pincers, 
half-moon knives, shears, edge-shaver. They worked 
seated, in leather aprons stained by the wax they used 
both to roll the flax thread and to protect the hides.

• Such was the room in which Christians gathered with 
Prisca and Aquila to celebrate the Lord’s Supper (1 Co 
11:17–34). It was not luxurious, but it was clean, and the 
leather and canvas stacked against the walls served as 
improvised couches. Others sat on the benches or 
stools. Children were ranged on the ladder. 

• Depending on the size of the room the assembly 
numbered between 10 and 20 believers. In winter it must 
have been rather cosy. The shutters were closed against 
the biting wind, and a brazier gave both light and warmth. 

• In summer it was a different matter. The shutters could 
not be left open without attracting the unwelcome 
attention of the street. The flickering flames of oil lamps 
intensified the heat of the airless crowded room. Such 
discomfort, however, mattered little to those whose 
sharing of bread and wine brought Christ into their midst. 

The first churches may have occupied the upper-level living 
quarters of shops like this. Shopkeepers typically rented such 
vaulted rooms, which opened onto the sidewalk, and then 
built a wooden platform halfway up to divide the room into two 
levels. They used the lower level for their shop and the upper 
level for living quarters. Statements that Prisca and Aquila, at 
Ephesus and Rome, hosted a church in their house  (1 Co 
16:19; Ro 16:5), or more literally, “the group [of believers] 
which meets in their home,” suggest that the early Christians 
met in the living room above their shop, probably 
accommodating 10-20 persons. This may explain why Paul, 
at Corinth, preached in the synagogue and later in the house 
of Titius Justus, rather than in Prisca and Aquila’s home, 
where he lived (18:3–7), as these locations could 
accommodate larger crowds than a room above a shop. 
(Jerome Murphy O’Connor)
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Aquila and Prisca
• Aquila and Prisca followed Paul to Ephesus, where he left them. (18:18-19)
• It was not easy for the couple, who had lived in Corinth for some 10 years. Now they 

uprooted to Ephesus as part of Paul’s missionary strategy. Ephesus lay at the centre of the 
churches in Greece and Asia Minor; being roughly equidistant from all these other 
communities, Ephesus was ideal as a base to stay in touch with them easily. 

• Paul knew the advantage of having a base already prepared when he arrived. It was a 
sacrifice for Aquila and Prisca to move again. They lost whatever clientele they had 
managed to build up in Corinth. But they made the sacrifice again. They risked their necks 
for my life (Ro 16:4) indicates that they had become an integral part of Paul’s mission. All 
that mattered was the spread of the gospel. Financial loss and personal sacrifice were 
alike irrelevant.

• If this interpretation of the move to Ephesus is right, then the same motivation applies to 
their move back to Rome. As before, they would prepare for Paul’s arrival (Ro 1:10–13, 
15:24). This time, however, duty was enhanced by pleasure. They could also renew the 
ties with family and friends that had been so brutally broken some 15 years earlier.

• Two arguments indicate that they travelled to Rome during the summer of 55. (1) It was 
unsafe to do so before the death of Claudius on October 13, 54. The news of this event 
could not have reached Ephesus before April 55 when, as Pliny said, “spring opens the 
sea to travellers.” (2) By the time Paul sent his epistle to the Romans from Corinth in the 
spring of 56, Prisca and Aquila were already well established in Rome, having founded a 
new house-church there (Ro 16:5).

• How long they stayed in Rome we do not know, but they did not settle there permanently. 
Subsequently, they again appear in Ephesus. 2 Timothy was written in Rome, where Paul 
was a prisoner (2 Ti 1:16–17), but unfortunately its date is uncertain. It was probably sent 
to Ephesus as Tychicus (2 Ti 4:12) was to replace Timothy, whom Paul wanted by him in 
Rome (2 Ti 4:9, 21). Naturally, Paul tells Timothy to greet Prisca and Aquila (2 Ti 4:19).
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Tentmaking
• Demand was for tentmakers was so great in Rome that there 

was a Tentmakers Association (collegium tabernaculariorum). 
• Pliny the Elder describes their work: “Linen cloths were used in 

the theatres as awnings, a plan first invented by Quintus Catulus 
when dedicating the Capitol…Next even when there was no 
display of games Marcellus, the son of Augustus’s sister Octavia, 
during his period of office as aedile in the eleventh consulship of 
his uncle, from the first of August onwards affixed awnings of 
sailcloth over the forum, so that those engaged in lawsuits might 
resort there under healthier conditions. What a change this was 
from the stern manners of Cato the ex-censor, who had 
expressed the view that the forum ought to be paved with sharp 
pointed stones [to discourage loiterers]. Recently awnings 
actually of sky blue and spangled with stars have been stretched 
with ropes even in the emperor Nero’s amphitheatres. Red 
awnings are used in the inner courts of houses and keep the sun 
off the moss growing there.”

• The need for summer awnings in private houses explains where 
Prisca and Aquila learned their trade. As craftsmen they could 
expect commissions from other house owners; they might also 
participate in public work that had to be completed at short 
notice. Shops provided another source of revenue. Juvenal 
mentions “inscribed linen awnings” that both advertised and 
protected shops not shaded by a balcony or a second floor 
projecting out over the sidewalk.

• Canvas awnings typically covered the vendors’ stalls in the 
Roman marketplace. Large numbers of tents were needed to 
accommodate the people who flocked to Rome for special 
celebrations.
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Corinth: 
Background

• Corinth was a prominent Gk city evangelized by Paul. It thrived as a Roman colony 
from the time of Julius Caesar. It is always described as "wealthy" in the ancient 
sources and this prosperity was due in part to the city's taxation of the N-S land traffic 
over the isthmus and the E-W transport of cargoes trade through the Dioclos. It 
became the mecca of trade between the E and W. Corinth was prosperous enough to 
be named as one of the three economic centres of Greece by Plutarch, a writer of the 
2nd c. 

• Strabo wrote, "Corinth is called 'wealthy' because of its commerce, since it is situated 
on the Isthmus and is master of two harbours, of which the one leads straight to Asia, 
and the other to Italy; and it makes easy the exchange of merchandise from both 
countries that are so far distant from each other." 

• The Corinthian economy was more wide-ranging than that of many other Roman 
colonies. In addition to agriculture, Corinth was known for manufacturing and trade, 
especially of bronze, and the Isthmian games. 
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Corinth: Location

• Location and importance. Corinth became one of the great crossroads of the ancient 
world because of its location on the isthmus. As Greece's most splendid commercial 
city, it was strategically loc (n) directly S of the Corinthian Gulf, on the Peloponnesian 
side (S Greece) of the narrow Isthmus of Corinth. It was just 10km SW S of the 
isthmus and, W on the gulf of Corinth. 

• Two harbours gave the city control over the Isthmus between two seas. Lechaeum 
served the W facing the Corinthian Gulf, 3 km away. The harbour town of Kenchreai 
(Cenchreae cf. Ro 16:1),10 km to the E, provided access to the E facing Saronic gulf. 

http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/corinthians/maps/corinth1884.gif
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Corinth: Biblical Significance
• Paul had no intention at first of making the city a base of operations (18:1; 16:9-10); for he 

wished to return to Thessalonica (1 Th 2:17-18). But in a revelation (18:9-10), the Lord 
commanded him to speak boldly, and he did so, remaining in the city 18 months. According to 
W. L. Lane in Major Cities of the Biblical World: From Paul's point of view, Corinth was 
admirably suited as a base for the Christian mission. In the absence of a general postal 
service, it was a great advantage to be resident in a thriving commercial and shipping centre 
from which transportation and communication were available to any point in the Empire. 
(p.94) 

• When in 44 BC Julius Caesar both restored Corinth as the capital city of Achaia and 
repopulated it with freed Italians and slaves from every nation. Soon it was a melting pot of 
about 500,000 residents in Paul’s time. Merchants and sailors, anxious to work the docks, 
migrated to Corinth. Professional gamblers and athletes, betting on the Isthmian games, took 
up residence. Slaves, sometimes freed but with no place to go, roamed the streets day and 
night. And prostitutes (both male and female) were abundant. People from Rome, the rest of 
Greece, Egypt, Asia Minor, indeed, all of the Mediterranean world, relished the lack of 
standards and freedom of thought that prevailed in the city.

• These were the non-Jews who eventually made up the Corinthian church (1 Co 12:2).They 
had to learn to live together in harmony, although their national, social, economic, and 
religious backgrounds were very different.

• Finding strong opposition in the synagogue Paul left the Jews and went to the Gentiles (18:6). 
Nevertheless, Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue and his household were believers and 
baptisms were numerous (18:8); but no Corinthians were baptized by Paul himself except 
Crispus, Gaius and some of the household of Stephanas (1 Co 1:14,16) the firstfruits of 
Achaia (1 Co 16:15). One of these, Gaius, was Paul's host the next time he visited the city 
(Ro 16:23). Silas and Timothy, who had been left at Beroea, came on to Corinth about 45 
days after Paul's arrival. It was at this time that Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians (3:6). During 
Gallio's administration the Jews accused Paul, but the proconsul refused to allow the case to 
be brought to trial. (Nelson’s, ISBE)
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Corinth: Development
• History. For opposing Roman power, the city was ruined by General Mummius in 146 BC. It 

remained virtually abandoned until Julius Caesar in 44 BC designated Corinth a Roman colony. In 
his honour the city was renamed Colonia Laus Iulia Corinthiensis (roughly, “Colony of Corinth in 
honor of Julius”). 

• The first colonial settlers from Rome probably arrived in Corinth before Caesar’s death. Ancient 
literary sources suggest that they were recruited primarily among freed slaves and the poor. This 
means that they probably included many Syrians, Egyptians and Jews, since a high percentage of 
the slave population of Rome at this time had been brought from E Mediterranean lands. 

• As an independent city, Corinth enjoyed much freedom and it grew so rapidly that it was made 
Achaia's capital (27) and the seat of the proconsulship by Augustus (cf. 18:12). Its pop. may have 
exceeded 400,000 for some of the Roman period. 

• The Achaia province was created in 21 BC under the Senate’s jurisdiction. It included the whole 
Peloponnese, and territory to the N on mainland Greece, including Epirus, Akarnania, Aetolia, and 
perhaps even Thessaly. In 15 AD the Emperor Tiberius brought Achaia under his direct imperial 
control, but then in 44 the Emperor Claudius reconstituted Achaia as a senatorial province, were 
administered by a proconsul appointed by the Senate. The proconsul during Paul’s first visit was 
Lucius Junius Gallio (18:15). 

• Being a colony and the capital of a senatorial province, its public life and even its appearance were 
significantly influenced by Rome. The official language in Corinth was Latin; the city was subject to 
Roman laws and its local government was like Rome’s.

• The cult of Aphrodite was cultivated here early. Corinth reclaimed and exceeded its earlier reputation 
as the Greek city most noted for luxury, decadence and especially immorality - a key to concern of 
Paul in his letters to the Corinthians. The Temple of Aphrodite and its numerous temple prostitutes 
made the place notable to ancient historians. 

• The city was a mixture population (Greeks, Romans, Jews, Italians, etc.) and attracted thousands by 
its reputation for "base" entertainment. Important trade links were maintained with Italy and Asia 
Minor via Ephesus. 

• The prosperity that Rome brought to the city led many ancient writers to refer to it as “wealthy 
Corinth.” It clearly had a diversified economic base that included agriculture, manufacture, trade and 
commerce.
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Corinth: Prostitution

• Corinth had a long-standing reputation for immorality and 
licentiousness. The Greeks coined the term corinthiazesthai lit. “to 
live a Corinthian life”, meaning immorality; to call a girl a “Corinthian 
lass” was to cast aspersions on her virtue.

• Corinth’s reputation was as notorious in Paul’s day as it had been in 
the Classical Age 5 centuries before. Strabo’s account of a thousand 
cult prostitutes (heirodules) at the temple to Aphrodite may be 
exaggerated. But the steady stream of sailors, travelling salesmen 
and the Isthmian games spectators would have sustained a lively 
secular prostitution trade, supported by the 33 wineshops lining the S 
side of the Roman forum.

• This is the reality that lay behind Paul’s reference, in 2 Co 12:21 to 
the impurity, immorality, and licentiousness that characterized the 
behaviour of some church members before their conversions. Paul 
made pointed references the immoral, the idolators, the adulterers, 
the homosexuals, the thieves, the greedy, the drunkards, the revilers 
and the robbers (1 Co 6:9-10) of Corinth. 
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Acrocorinth

• The most famous Corinthian mountain was the Acrocorinth, which 
served as the city's citadel, rising 550m above the plain. Corinth was 
surrounded by a 10km long wall, except where the Acrocorinth was. 

• This fortress, with its triple line of fortifications and supply of spring 
water, was almost impregnable and a key (throughout history) to the 
control of the Peloponnese. By the time of the Romans such defences 
were not so important. 

• On this mountain stood a temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love, 
whom the Corinthians credited for bringing wealth to their city. Nothing 
is left of the fabled temple to Aphrodite, but remains of the medieval 
fortifications, which were built on earlier foundations, may still be seen 
from the W side. 
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Corinth: Physical Features
• According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master 

builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must 
be careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the 
one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Co 3:10-11)

• Physical Features: Archaeologists found that major construction activity took 
place during the 1st c AD, especially during the reigns of Emperors Tiberius 
(14-37) and Claudius (41-54). Within the fortifications of Corinth itself (an 
area over twice that of Classical Athens) religious, civic, commercial and 
domestic buildings as well as a large number of markets, factories and 
taverns crowded around the centrally placed Temple of Apollo. Most of the 
remains visible today date to its rebuilding and embellishment in Roman 
times. 

• Thus, when Paul arrived in Corinth about 50, he would have seen a number 
of the city’s official, commercial, and religious edifices being restored, and 
many new ones under construction. It may be that he had this activity in mind 
when in 1 Co 3 he berates the fledgling church for being men of flesh, rather 
than spiritual men and for not building on the foundation he had laid.

• Extensive rebuilding in the 1st c AD added a forum, large public baths, and an 
amphitheatre which the Emperors frequented for the Isthmian games. The 
city agora boasted nightclubs or bars (33 taverns have been excavated). 
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Corinth: Description
• Physical Description: Corinth was linked to Lechaion in the 5th c BC by 

parallel Long Walls that enclosed a large area of urban and agricultural 
land as well as numerous sanctuaries. To the S, its walls extended and 
ascended to the natural stronghold of the Acrocorinth. 

• The agora 210m E-W, 90m N-S. Following the natural configuration of the 
land, the S section was about 4m higher than the N part. At the dividing 
line of the two levels stood the bema where public officials could address 
crowds and render judgment; no doubt Paul stood before Gallio there 
(18:12-13). The bema was flanked by a row of central shops. 

• Along the S side of the agora lay an immense stoa filled with shops of 
meat and wine merchants, probably the meat market (1 Co 10:25) where 
Paul told the Corinthians they could buy meat with a clear conscience. 

• At the E end of the agora and S of the stoa stood two similar basilicas 
used as law courts. Built in the 1st c AD, they may well have been the 
places where the Corinthian Christians went to court against their 
brethren (1 Co 6).

• On a rocky terrace overlooking the W side of the agora was the 
Temple of Apollo. Built during the 6th c BC, it was 53x21m wide, with 38 
7m high columns. These were especially impressive because they 
comprised single shafts of stone instead of being built up with drums, as 
was the usual practice.
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Corinth: City Map

Map of Coirnth. For marcellum (meat market) 
see “Pauline epistles” slides. 

Corinth ca 50 AD
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Isthmus

• Isthmus of Corinth divided the Gulf of Corinth from the Saronic Gulf. The isthmus 
connecting the Peloponnese and mainland Greece is 6.5km wide and as early as the 6th c 
BC, work was begun to dig a canal linking the two gulfs.  This project failed but a paved 
road (Diolcus, “to pull” or “cut through”) was built ≈ 600 BC to allow light ships to be hauled 
overland.  Portions of this road are visible on the W side of the isthmus (cn R). (BP)

• Its W section was excavated to a length of 255m on the Peloponnesos side of the Isthmus 
and of 204m on the Sterea Hellas side. 3.4-6m wide, it is paved with square blocks of 
poros and carried two grooves in the middle, at a distance of 1.5m from each other. On its 
W side it ended on a paved quay. The grooves served as tracks for specially built wooden 
platforms that transported ships between the Saronic Gulf and the Gulf of Corinth. 

Dashed line indicates ancient road from 
Corinth to Athens, and from Corinth S
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Isthmia

• The biennial Isthmian 
Games, second in 
importance to the Olympics, 
were held in honour of 
Poseidon on the Isthmus of 
Corinth. Recent discoveries 
include the starting gate for 
the races, and it is possible 
that Paul was present at one 
of these events. 

• The UChic excavations at 
Isthmia indicate that before 
Paul’s time, the games had 
been shifted from Isthmia to 
the city of Corinth. 

Isthmia, Restored Contour Plan, c. 60 AD (17 Nov 1997, 
UChic Excavations at Isthmia)
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Corinth: General View

• (tp R) The Corinth Plain seen 
from the Acrocorinth above.  The 
remains of the ancient city are 
located in the centre of the photo 
(in the midst of a modern 
village), the ancient harbour is 
roughly in the centre of the 
visible shoreline, and the 
isthmus is out of view to the R. 
(BP)

• (bt R) View to the N from the 
Acrocorinth. Ancient Corinth is 
just out of view to the bt L side. 
(BP)
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Lechaion Harbour and Road
• Corinth Harbour The N port known as 

Lechaion is today silted up and a few 
hundred metres from the modern shoreline 
(tp R). 

• Lechaion (Lechaeum) Road This main 
road ran from the city to Lechaion, thus its 
name. The road was about 12m wide and 
included sidewalks and drainage 
channels. Steps along the road indicate 
that passage was not intended for wheeled 
vehicles.

The Lechaeum Road joined the port of Lechaeum with the city forum 3km S. Paul 
walking on this road would have seen the Acrocorinth ahead, and, along the road, shops, 
a public bath, and a shrine dedicated to the god Apollo. This view from the N, with 
Acrocorinth in the background, shows the paved rRoad and either side with paved 
footpaths with gutters for collecting rainwater. At the end of the Road stood the 
propylaea, a large arch that formed a grand entryway to the Corinth forum. The two 
foundations of the propylaea’s piers are slightly visible at the top of the steps, in front of 
two trees. (Art Resource)
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Corinth: Pagan worship

• Corinth was strongly associated with pagan religions. It was a healing centre 
based on the worship of Asklepius. The Isthmian games were dedicated to 
Poseidon. The city hosted temples to Aphrodite and Apollo. Altars and temples 
to other traditional Greek gods, Athena, Hera, Hermes, lined the edges of the 
forum. One temple was even dedicated to “all the gods.”

• In addition, new forms of worship had been introduced to Corinth in the century 
before Paul’s arrival, brought by the enclaves of foreigners living at Corinth e.g. 
on the road leading up to Acrocorinth was a shrine to the Egy gods Isis and 
Serapis. A shrine to Octavia, the deified sister of Emperor Augustus, was at the 
W end of the forum. Some of the newer “mystery” religions also flourished in 
Corinth; these offered their special kinds of personal salvation and communion 
with saviour gods. For Paul, all this represented a special challenge -- and a 
special opportunity. 

• Temple of Aphrodite (tp L) At the Acrocorinth’s highest summit was the Temple 
of Aphrodite. However, Strabo’s claim (Geography 8.6.20) that a thousand 
prostitutes had once served here is hardly credible. Sacred prostitution was not 
common in Greece, the only other ancient writer who attests its practice at 
Corinth seems to have misunderstood his sources, and the temples dedicated to 
Aphrodite in the city were very small ones 
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Corinth: Pagan 
worship

• Temple of Apollo Possibly the most imposing piece of architecture of Hellenistic 
Corinth is a Doric temple situated on a low hill overlooking most of the rest of the city, 
loc prominently next to the Lechaion Road in the lower city. It was originally built in the 
mid-6th c BC to replace an even earlier temple on the same spot, but was restored 
soon after the establishment of Corinth as a colony in the 1st c BC. 7 of its original 38 
columns remain standing. Probably the shrine was once brightly painted but the 
weather wore away its colours. 

• Its use in the Roman period is not known. It is usually associated with Apollo, but since 
this identification is not absolutely certain, archaeologists often refer to it simply as “the 
archaic temple.”

• N of the archaic temple lies a market complex that dates from the first half of the 1st c 
AD. It is well-designed for the storage and sale of produce, meat and fish. Each of the 
shops opens into a rectangular courtyard that is completely enclosed and framed by 
Doric columns. 

The archaic temple, like most of Corinth, 
lived two lives, one Greek and the other 
Roman. Under the Greeks Corinth became 
a large, prosperous city. Refounded by 
Julius Caesar as a Roman colony in 44 BC, 
Corinth soon saw a building boom and 
eventually was restored to much of its 
earlier glory. Behind the archaic temple, is 
the Acrocorinth 
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City Centre, Agora
• City centre (tp R) View looking from the 

Acrocorinth.  On the L the standing 
columns of the Temple of Apollo are 
visible. On the R side the Lechaion Road 
can be seen. In between the two (and 
slightly down) is the agora.

• Northern Agora (bt R) Paul, Aquila and 
Prisca were tentmakers. Most of the 
people who flocked to the asklepieion 
and the Isthmian Games stayed in tent 
encampments. Only aristocrats and 
dignitaries stayed in the limited hotel 
accommodations. Paul thus found a 
ready means of supporting himself 
among the very people who provided 
promising audiences for his preaching. 
The tentmakers may have had their 
place of business in the agora, giving 
them daily occasions to speak with 
customers and passers-by. Paul spent 
each Shabbat trying to persuade Jews 
and Greeks.
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Corinth: South Stoa

• (tp) South Stoa looking SW: This 2-storey structure had a row of 71 Doric columns 
across the front and 34 Ionic columns to form the portico. 

• Before the Stoas was built, the site was occupied by various structures. A stele shrine 
stood at the SW end, while various commercial structures were located under the W-
most shops and part of the portico. The early race course concluded near the W end. 

• The S Stoa was constructed in multiple phases. Originally built during the first quarter 
of the 3rd c BC, it underwent considerable remodelling by the Roman architects. The 
Greek Stoa was L:164.38m, W:25.15m, with a series of 33 shops and workrooms 
behind the portico. When built, the S Stoa was the largest public building in Greece. 

• Commencing during the reign of Augustus (31 BC-AD 14), shops were removed to 
make administrative spaces. Later, a fountain house, entrance court for the South 
Basilica, an elliptical room, a bath complex and latrine were added to the urban 
ensemble. Several spaces remained shops throughout the Roman period. The major 
period of construction within the S Stoa by the Romans was from ca. AD 50- 150.
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Corinth: Bema, Basilica
• But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with 

one accord rose up against Paul and brought him 
before the judgment seat, saying, "This man persuades 
men to worship God contrary to the law." (18:12-13)

• Thanks to the careful work of archaeologists, we know 
that Corinth’s streets and roadways were laid out 
according to the Roman pattern, that a ceremonial 
platform (Gk bema) in the civic centre replicated the 
Rostra in the Roman forum, and that under Augustus, 
or perhaps Tiberius, Corinth’s theatre was remodelled 
to accommodate Roman productions.

• On one side of the Lechaion Road were various shops, 
a public bath, and a shrine dedicated to Apollo; on the 
other side was a series of 16 small shops opening 
directly onto the Road. These shops formed the 
basement of a long, narrow basilica. This basilica, the 
N basilica, was one of the first large buildings 
constructed after Roman colonization of Corinth and 
probably functioned as the judicial headquarters for the 
colony. If Paul’s appearance before the Roman 
proconsul Gallio (18:12–17) was in fact a formal 
proceeding against him, it would most likely have taken 
place here, not at the bema in the forum itself. The 
latter, an elaborate open-air platform, was used only for 
important, ceremonial occasions.

The bema, or ceremonial speaker’s platform, stood in 
the centre of the Roman forum. From here public 
proclamations were read, and officials could address 
the people. Originally faced with white marble - a piece 
still stands at the far right corner - the bema was 
flanked on the E and W by a series of shops. (Helmut 
Koester)

A long line of shops once stretched out on the 
W side of the Lechaeum Road. (Helmut 
Koester)
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Corinth: Jewish presence

• Only two architectural fragments attest to the Jewish presence in Roman 
Corinth. 

• (tp L) A marble cornice block that seems to have been re-used as the lintel 
over the doorway of a synagogue indicating a large and vital Jewish 
community. On the underside of the block is a Greek inscription that reads 
(as restored), “Synagogue of the Hebrews.” The inscription, which is poorly 
executed, may date to the 4th c, well after the time of Paul. 

• (tp R) The second fragment is a marble impost which must have also come 
from a synagogue. It is decorated with Jewish ritual objects: three menorot 
(seven-branched candelabra), palm branches (lulav) and citron (etrog). The 
impost probably dates to the 5th c, again well after the time of Paul. 
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Cenchrea

• Cen’chrea ("millet") (mod. Kenchreae) 
popularly called Kikries today. 

• Paul had his hair cut here because of a vow, 
and then set sail from the harbour, 
concluding his 18-month stay in Corinth (on 
his 2nd journey;18:18).

• He also referred to the church established 
here in Ro 16:1. 

• Cenchrea was the port for Corinth, 13km 
away,  on the E side of the isthmus, and 
remains of the harbour are visible in the 
water today. 

Cenchrea ruins of harbour


