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Acts of the Apostles: 3rd missionary 
journey

And having spent some time there, he left 
and passed successively through the 

Galatian region and Phrygia, strengthening 
all the disciples. (Acts 18:23)
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Acts: Third missionary journey

• Third missionary journey of Paul 
(map)

• Ephesus (biblical significance
• Importance of Ephesus to Paul
• Ac 19: 

– Exorcists
– Magicians
– Theatre
– Artemis
– Artemision

• Ac 20: Intellectual pot

• Ephesus: features
• Ephesus: Agora, Lecture Hall
• Ephesus: Photos
• Assos
• Mitylene
• Chios, Samos
• Miletus
• Cos
• Rhodes
• Patara
• Tyre
• Ptolemais (Acco)
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The Third Missionary Journey of Paul

• 53 TO 57 AD, Ac 18:22-21:16: Departing from Antioch, Paul went by 
way of the provinces of Galatia and Phrygia (a region divided 
between the provinces of Galatia and Asia) to Ephesus, the 
metropolis of Asia, a land he had not previously been allowed to 
visit. 

• He settled there for two years, teaching in the hall of Tyrannus and 
laying the foundations for the churches of Asia. From Ephesus he 
despatched Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia. His success in the 
end enraged the worshipers of Artemis of the Ephesians, who rioted 
in the city and theatre, till calmed down by the magistrates. 

• Paul then left for Macedonia and Greece. Finally, he departed from 
Philippi, passing Troas (where he miraculously saved a young man 
called Eutychus), and sailed by way of Assos, Mitylene, Chios, 
Samos, and Miletus to Cos, Rhodes, and Patara. From there he 
took a ship to Phoenicia. passing S of Cyprus, and landed at Tyre. 
The apostles returned to Jerusalem via Ptolemais and Caesarea.



Acts: 3rd missionary journey 4

Third Missionary Journey
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Ephesus
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Ephesus: Introduction

• “Ephesus was on the W coast of Asia Minor, at the mouth of the 
Cayster River and between the Koressos mountain range and the 
Aegean Sea. Ephesus relied upon two important assets for its 
wealth and vitality. The first was its position as a centre of trade, 
linking the Greco-Roman world with the rich hinterland of W Asia 
Minor. But because of excessive lumbering, charcoal burning, and 
overgrazing the land, topsoils slipped into streams, streams were 
turned into marshes, and storm waters raced to the sea laden with 
silt that choked the river's mouth...deepening economic decline...

• “The second factor the life of Ephesus depended on was the 
worship of Artemais (the Lat. Diana), the multi-breasted goddess of 
fertility whose temple was one of the seven Wonders of the ancient 
world. The relation of Artemais of Ephesus to the Greek goddess 
Artemais is very vague..." (Longenecker EBC 1981:492-3). 

• See panoramic view of Ephesus and archaeological findings. 
Comprehensive photographs of site with text here.

http://sailturkey.com/panoramas/ephesus/
http://www.exploreturkey.com/exptur.phtml?id=143
http://www.ephesus.us/
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Ephesus: Biblical significance
• Apollos was a learned and eloquent Jew from Alexandria. He taught  fervently, 

but knew only of the baptism of John, and not Jesus. When Priscilla and Aquila 
came to Ephesus, they explained to him the way of Christ. 

• When Paul arrived at Ephesus about 52 AD he came upon 12 disciples who 
had only entered into John’s baptism. They believed Paul’s gospel message 
and received the Holy Spirit. 

• Paul spoke in the synagogue for 3 months, arguing persuasively about the 
kingdom of God, but had to move to the lecture hall of Tyrannus due to Jewish 
opposition. Tyrannus was either a teacher of rhetoric and philosophy or a rabbi 
who taught the law in his private synagogue. He let Paul to speak of Jesus so 
that both Jews and Greeks from throughout Asia heard the word of the Lord.

• Then some Jews went around and attempting to drive out demons. The 
incident of the 7 sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, led to many repenting 
and burning their magic scrolls publicly. 

• At this time, Demetrius a silversmith warned his guild of the danger of Paul’s 
preaching. As their livelihood depended on idols to Artemis, they were angered 
at Paul for hurting their trade. In the ensuing commotion in the theatre, the town 
clerk calmed the situation.

• Paul left Ephesus after 2 more years to go around Macedonia. On his journey 
back to Jerusalem, he encouraged the elders of the Ephesian church with final 
parting words at Miletus. Paul later sent Timothy to minister there (1 Ti 1:3). 

• Ephesus became a centre of emperor worship (n).
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Importance of Ephesus to Paul

• Like Corinth, Ephesus was strategically located, and this surely 
accounts at least in part for its enormous size and wealth in Paul’s 
day. As the Roman Empire stretched E across the Mediterranean, 
its large and sheltered harbour became a major communication hub. 
Sea traffic from the Aegean Sea to the W, from the Bosporus and 
Dardanelles to the N and from Israel to the E, stopped at Ephesus. 

• Ephesus also served as a convenient collection point on the coast 
for agricultural products brought down the Maeander River Valley 
from the interior of Asia Minor. It was naturally designated the 
capital of the rich Roman province of Asia.

• Ephesus also boasted one of the most popular shrines in antiquity, 
to Artemis, whom the Romans knew as Diana. From all over the 
Mediterranean, pilgrims flocked to the great Artemisium on the 
shore of the Kaystros River, adjacent to Ephesus. 
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Acts 19: Exorcists
• But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to 

name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure 
you by Jesus whom Paul preaches." (19:13)

• Exorcist (Gk exorkistes, "one who exacts an oath"). One who employs a formula of 
conjuration for expelling demons (19:13). The use of the term exorcists in this 
passage, as the designation of a well-known class of persons to which the individuals 
mentioned belonged, confirms what we know from other sources as to the common 
practice of exorcism among the Jews. Among all the references to exorcism, as 
practiced by the Jews, in the NT (Mt 12:27; Mk 9:38; Lk 9:49-50) we find only one 
instance that affords any clues as to the means employed (19:13).

• Many ancient peoples practiced magic. They foretold the future by examining animal 
entrails or by watching flights of birds. The Greeks had oracles, shrines where gods 
supposedly communicated the future to priests and priestesses. Demon possession 
was a topic of much fascination. Many sorcerers claimed to have the ability to cast 
out demons (Ac 8:9?24, 13:6?12), as did some Pharisees. Because the Bible 
recognized the reality of the demonic world and condemned all of its practices (Dt 
18:10;12,20; Mi 5:2; 1 Co 10:20-21), we can be sure these practices continued and 
were a temptation to many.

• Jesus provided the ultimate solution to resisting the seductiveness of pagan idol 
worship. He showed that he alone held power over the demons, sending them into 
the Abyss (Lk 8:31). He promised his disciples that his church would overcome all 
evil, even the gates of Hades itself.



Acts: 3rd missionary journey 10

Ac 19: Magicians
• Many also of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and 

disclosing their practices. And many of those who practiced magic 
brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of 
everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty 
thousand pieces of silver. So the word of the Lord was growing 
mightily and prevailing. (19:18-20)

• Local magicians and exorcists presented a challenge for Paul. 
Magic practitioners and their texts had proliferated during the 
Roman Age, particularly out of Egypt and even from some esoteric 
circles within Judaism.

• In 13 BC the Emperor Augustus unsuccessfully attempted to 
suppress the use of magical books. The practice of the magical arts 
was so closely associated with Ephesus that books of magic recipes 
and incantations were often referred to as “Ephesian books.” 

• Paul was so successful in converting Ephesians from a belief in 
magic that many of them threw their magic books onto public 
bonfire.
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Ac 19: Theatre

• When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying, 
"Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" The city was filled with the confusion, and they 
rushed with one accord into the theatre, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, 
Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia. (19:28-29)

• Pandemonium engulfed the theatre at Ephesus when the mob of devotees of 
Artemis gathered to denounce Paul’s ministry (19:23-41). The demonstration was 
instifgated by Demetrius the silversmith, whose sales of silver shrines of Artemis to 
pilgrims had declined since Paul had begun preaching against the cult.

• Originally holding 25,000 people, this theatre was built in the Hellenistic period and was 
renovated by several Roman emperors. Designed for theatrical performances, later 
alterations allowed gladiatorial contests to be held here. 

• One can imagine the theatre covered with awnings, for Pliny the Elder tells us, 
“linen cloths were used in the theatres as awnings.” The making of such awnings 
may have provided work for Prisca and Aquila, and for Paul.

Ephesus theatre from the W (BP)
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Ac 19: Theatre• (R) One of the largest cities in the Roman 
world of its day, Ephesus was built right to 
the edge of its magnificent natural 
harbour. Now silted up and planted with 
cotton, the harbour is the green field in 
the background of the photo. The broad 
boulevard called the Arcadiane, the main 
street from the harbour, runs diagonally 
across the photo, ending at the huge 
theatre (see plan).

• The Theatre, rebuilt in 50 AD just before 
Paul’s arrival. Notice the colonnaded 
Arcadius Street. It was built in Hellenistic 
times and then remodelled and enlarged 
during the reigns of Emperors Claudius 
(41-54), Nero (54-68) and Trajan (117-
138). The Austrian excavations of the 
theatre (1897–1900) uncovered 
fragments of Amazon and satyr statues, 
friezes carved with tragic masks, 
numerous inscriptions and a special seat 
-or “throne of honour”- for distinguished 
guests. 

Theatre at Ephesus (F.H.C. Birch/Sonia Halliday)
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Ac 19: Artemis
• To the right of the road leading to Kuþadasý can be seen the ruins of the Temple of 

Artemis, about 1.5km NE of the city. Artemis was the virgin goddess of nature, and 
protectress of women in childbirth, mentioned in the Iliad : Praise be to Artemis! She, 
who would water her horses at the reed-filled Meles river, then pass speedily through 
Smyrna on her golden chariot towards the vineyards of Coloros.

• The mention of Smyrna suggests that Artemis is of Anatolian origin. At another point 
in his Iliad, Homer gives the birthplace of Artemis as Ortygie (Gk. for “quail”), 
suggesting a relation to Mt Nightingale, the site of the original Ephesus. 

• Most Greek cities worshipped Artemis only as a secondary deity, but to the Greeks in 
Asia Minor, she was a prominent deity. Ephesians worshipped her mainly as a fertility 
goddess: the founding Greeks of Ephesus apparently showed great respect for the 
local hunting goddess named Kybele (Cybele) in Lydia and Phrygia. 

• She was the mother goddess of E lands and the goddess from whom the land of 
Anatolia is said to have been born. The Greeks identified her with their own goddess 
Artemis (Rom. Diana) and renamed Artemis Ephesia. 

• The Roman senate resolved that Artemis was the patron goddess of Ephesus. 
Perhaps this was why the Ephesians erected such a magnificent temple. Artemis is 
not, in fact, Greek, but derives from artems, meaning "untouched", or 'unspoiled' in an 
ancient local tongue.

http://www.theoi.com/Cult/ArtemisCult4.html
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Ac 19: Artemis
• The cult statues of Artemis Ephesia differ greatly from those of mainland Greece, where 

she is depicted as a huntress with her bow and arrows. The copies of the famous statue 
of Artemis show an un-Greek mummy-like goddess, standing stiffly straight, with her 
hands extended outward. The original statue was made of gold, ebony, silver, and black 
stone, the legs and hips covered by a garment decorated with reliefs of animals and 
bees and the top of the body festooned with breasts; her head was adorned with a high-
pillared headdress (BM).

• Artemis is depicted as a multi breasted figure with many facets, and bears the model of 
a temple on her head, in the form of a crown. This triple-storeyed crown indicates that 
she is the protector of cities, while the crescent on her forehead indicates that she is the 
moon goddess. The breasts, at the same time, link her to the fertility cult. Artemis also 
bore the symbol of the bee, the emblem of Ephesus. 

• There are many theories as to what numerous nodes on her chest represent. Some say 
they are breasts, others that they are bulls testes that were sacrificed to her. Which is 
the true interpretation remains uncertain, but each represent fertility.

• The main statue in the Artemision may have been a black meteorite as she was said to 
have fallen from the sky (19:35). Devotees came from all over the world to worship and 
celebrate during her festivals. Huge processions honoured her statues. Celebrations 
were held with music, dancing, singing, dramatic presentations, and chanting of 
allegiance. 
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Ac 19: Artemis of Ephesus

2nd c Version of the Artemis of Ephesus (Ephesus Museum)

1st c many-breasted Artemis Ephesia (BP) (some 
scholars identify the pendants on her chest as eggs 
or even bulls’ testicles, rather than breasts). This life-
size stone statue, now in the Ephesus Museum, is 
unusual for its high, mitre-shaped crown. 
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Ac 19: Artemision
• The Artemision (Temple of Artemis) was both a marketplace and a religious institution. It is no 

wonder Paul’s successful ministry in Ephesus was considered a threat (19:27). 
• The earliest Artemision from the 7th c BC was destroyed by the Cimmerians, and re-built c. 550 

and became a wonder. This Great Marble Temple (temple D) was sponsored by the Lydian king 
Croesus and designed by the Greek architect Chersiphron. The roof was supported by 127 
columns H:18m, each 1.8m Ø, the 36 façade columns being decorated with bronze statues 
sculpted by the most skilled artists of their time. It was 115 x 55m on a platform 127 x 73m. 
Destroyed again in 356 BC by King Herostratus, it was rebuilt on an even grander scale. 

• The new temple (temple E) that Paul saw was four times the size of the Parthenon in Athens, at 
105 x 55m, H:25m, covering 6000 m². Marble steps surrounding the building platform led to the 
high terrace ≈ 130 x 80m. The foundation was rectangular, similar to most temples at the time. 
Unlike them, however, it was made of marble, with a decorated façade overlooking a spacious 
courtyard.  

• The 127 columns, H:20m, had Ionic capitals and carved circular sides and were aligned 
orthogonally over the whole platform area, except for the central cella or house of the goddess. 

• In 263 AD it was sacked by the Goths. By the 4th c, most Ephesians had converted to Christianity 
and the temple lost its religious glamour. Finally in 401 it was torn down by John Chrysostom. 

• Its ruins were uncovered by the British archaeologist John T. Wood in 1869. "It was 425 feet 
long by 220 feet wide by 60 feet high. There were 127 pillars, each the gift of a king. They were 
all of glittering marble and 36 were marvellously gilt and inlaid. The great altar had been carved 
by Praxiteles, the greatest of all Greek sculptors. The image of Diana was not beautiful. It was a 
black, squat, many-breasted figure, signifying fertility; it was so old that no one knew where it 
had come from or even of what material it was made. The story was that it had fallen from 
heaven" (William Barclay Daily Study Bible, 1975, comment on Acts 19:1-7).

• Only its foundation and one column now remain. 



Acts: 3rd missionary journey 17

Ac 19: Artemision

Temple of Artemis ruins (BP)

This colour painting by Mario Larrinaga is of 
artistic nature and does not necessarily represent 
an accurate reconstruction of the Temple.

Scant remains from the foundation of this huge temple and one lonely 
column can be seen in the foreground of this photo. A veritable forest 
of 127 columns, each 18m  high, sood in the temple that Paul saw. 
(Sonia Halliday Photographs)
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Worship of Artemis
• "Thousands of pilgrims and tourists came to it from far 

and near; around it swarmed all sorts of tradesmen 
and hucksters who made their living by supplying 
visitors with food and lodging, dedicatory offerings, 
and souvenirs. The Temple of Artemis (Diana) was 
also a major treasury and bank of the ancient world, 
where merchants, kings, and even cities made 
deposits, and where their money could be kept safe 
under the protection of deity" (Longenecker, EBC, 
1981, 9:503).

• Merchants, tourists, artisans, and kings paid homage 
to the goddess by sharing their profits with her. 
Archaeology has shown that their gifts included 
statuettes of Artemis made of gold and ivory, earrings, 
bracelets, and necklaces, and artefacts from as far as 
Persia and India. 

• It is not surprising that a lucrative trade of small 
statues of Diana and her temple existed in Ephesus. 
Commenting on vv 24 and 27, A.T. Robertson 
explains: "These small models of the temple with the 
statue of Artemis (Diana) inside would be set up in the 
houses or even worn as amulets ... Temples of 
Artemis (Diana) have been found in Spain and Gaul 
(France)" (1995, Word Pictures of the New 
Testament). 

• Throughout Europe archaeologists have found many 
statues of Diana. An impressive statue of Diana found 
in Ephesus in 1956 stands prominently in the museum 
there.

Climbing the steps to the platform supporting the 
Artemison, supplicants would first see huge column 
bases adorned with life-size relief carvings. This 
column base was shipped to BM, where it remains 
today. It is the only column relief (of the original 36) 
found so far, though archaeologists have uncovered 
one of the temple’s ordinary fluted columns and parts 
of its altar. (BM)
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Ac 20: Intellectual 
pot

• "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after my 
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.“ (20:28-30)

• Ephesus had a strong tradition of scholarship and intellectual inquiry. 
This is most dramatically suggested by the recently re-erected 
facade of the magnificent 3-storey Library of Celsus, an important 
scholarly archive and meeting place for intellectuals in Ephesus. 
Although this library was not built until 110 AD, a half-century after 
Paul’s time, the tradition of scholarly inquiry and activity in the region 
of Ionia surrounding Ephesus went back to pre-Classical times. 

• The founders of both philosophy and mathematics came from Ionia 
in the 6th c BC. Such giants as Thales, Anaximander and Anximenes 
all came from Miletus, only a few km S of Ephesus. Herodotus, the 
first historian, was born a few km farther S, at Halicarnassos (mod. 
Bodrum), as was Hippodamnus, who perfected the Greek concept of 
city-planning. Hippocrates, the first physician, established his famous 
medical centre on the nearby island of Kos. 

• At Ephesus Paul could work in an atmosphere of genuine inquiry. 
Here he found learned scholars who were proud of an old tradition of 
open-minded exploration of new ideas. To Paul, this must have been 
a refreshing change on the one hand, from the intellectual snobbery 
of the Athenian Greeks (17:18, 32) and on the other hand, from the 
close-mindedness of the rabbis.

• Moreover, the intellectual climate of Ephesus reflected its 
geographical location on the threshold between E and W. It was a 
meeting place for ideas from both cultural traditions. For Paul, who 
worked hard to dissolve the barriers between E and W in the 
Christian fellowship and to unite Jew and Gentile, Greek and 
barbarian, Ephesus provided a comfortably eclectic atmosphere and 
a symbolic middle ground from which to preach both toward Rome 
and toward Jerusalem.

Library of Celsus at Ephesus. (Sonia 
Halliday Photographs)
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Ephesus: City map
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Ephesus: city plan
• From the Temple of Artemis, an ancient 

processional way looped around Mt. Pion, 
through the city and back to the temple. This 
road ran S along the E side of Mt. Pion to the 
gate at the upper end of the city. 

• Inside the gate was the state agora, or 
gathering place, which was devoted 
especially to governmental buildings. 

• Other buildings in the state agora area were 
dedicated to the city’s publicly supported 
cults, such as the mysteries of Artemis.

• A double-cella temple (founded about 29 BC) 
on the N side of the state agora was most 
likely dedicated to the cults of Rome and of 
the deified Julius Caesar. 

• The Tetragonos Agora, near the harbour, was 
devoted mostly to economic activity. 

• As the road led out of the state agora, it 
intersected the city’s main street, now called 
Curetes Street. 

• Just S of this intersection lies the Temple of 
the Sebastoi. From here, the road led down 
Curetes Street to the harbour area.

• Curetes Street was lined on either side with 
wealthy residences and a variety of 
monuments and stores. Some large homes 
on the hillside S of the street have been 
excavated and are referred to as the Slope 
Houses. 

• Across the street from the houses is a late 1st 
c urban bathing establishment. Walking down 
the street, the modern visitor passes several 
monumental tombs, including the famous 2nd 
c library built over the last resting place of 
Tiberius Julius Celsus Polemaianos, the first 
Asian to serve as the proconsul of his home 
province (106 AD).

• Further on, the road skirts the Tetragonos 
Agora and passes by the theatre of Acs 
19:23–41. 
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Ephesus: city 
plan
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Ephesus: central city plan

Ephesus: City plan
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Ephesus
• Ephesus (nr mod. Selcuk, Seljuk, about 47km S of Izmur) 

A number of factors gave Ephesus its prominence (n):
• Commerce. The city overlooked a large bay of the Cayster 

River, about 5.5km upstream from where it entered the 
Aegean, it was the best seaport in the province of Asia 
and the most important trade centre W of Tarsus. Silting 
has made its ruins now lie in a swamp 8-11km inland. 

• Road juncture. Ephesus was also at the intersection of 
two major overland routes: the coastal road running N 
through Smyrna and Pergamum to Troas, and the W 
route to Colossae, Hireapolis, Laodicea, and the regions 
of Phyrgia and beyond. A third ran S to the Meander 
Valley. 

• Size. Although Pergamum was the capital, Ephesus was 
Asia’s largest city with perhaps 300,000 people.

• Culture. The Arcadiane linked the harbour to the theatre. 
It was some 35m wide, at each end of which stood an 
impressive gate, and flanked on each side by rows of 
columns 15m deep. Behind these columns were baths, 
gymnasiums, and impressive buildings.

• Religion (most significant). The Temple of Artemis was 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

Temple of Artemis from above (BP)
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Ephesus: Physical description
• Hellenistic Ephesos was planned on a grid system at the W base of 

Mt Pion and in the narrow valley S of Mt Pion and NW of Mt 
Koressos. The city was enclosed by massive fortification walls 
reaching 10m high and extending over a distance of 9.6km. 

• When the Romans conquered W Anatolia in the late 2nd c BC, 
Ephesus became the principal Roman harbour in Asia Minor. In 28 
BC Octavian, who, a year later, became the emperor Augustus, 
chose Ephesus as the residence of the governor of the province of 
Asia Minor.

• This Hellenistic/Roman city, which thrived until the 7th c AD, is what 
visitors see today as they stroll along the finely paved marble road 
between Panayir Dag and Bülbül Dag. The harbour NW of the city 
centre was approached by the 600m long broad, straight avenue 
called the Arkadiane (or Street of Arcadius) in honour of the emperor 
Arcadius (395-408 AD). Along the road merchants hawked their 
wares, and It was provided, at the start of the 5th c AD, with flanking 
porticoes and mosaic sidewalks, marble pavement, and 100 street 
lamps. The harbour area was dominated by a large gymnasium and 
bath complex, warehouses, and a long narrow building, thought to 
have been a grain exchange. 
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Ephesus: Physical description
• In the 1st c, Ephesus underwent a building boom, receiving a new stadium, a 

rebuilt and enlarged commercial agora, and a new, and much larger, theatre, 
the one we see today at the city's centre, at the E end of the Arcadian Way 
(this section also contained the E Gymnasium, Baths of Varius, the 
Prytaneion, and most of the temples, monuments, fountains and other public 
buildings). 

• One massive construction project was a political and religious centre, called 
the (upper) State Agora by archaeologists. It housed the Temple of the Divine 
Caesar and the Goddess Roma, the city’s bouleuterion (town hall) and a 
sacred precinct for Artemis and Emperor Augustus. It also contained a three-
aisled basilica stoa, which served as a monumental statue gallery of the 
imperial family. The Street of Curetes or the Marble Way wound between Mt 
Pion and Mt Koressos to the agora and the Magnesian Gate. 

• This is the Ephesus the apostle Paul would have seen in the 50’s. 
• In the main part of the city, between the lower and the upper agora, the Street 

separates luxurious residential houses to the SW from the brothel and public 
baths and latrine to the NE. At the extreme N of the city was a fourth large 
gymnasium and the Roman stadium.

• On the lower NE slope of Mt Pion, beyond the city walls, are a rustic 
sanctuary of the Mother Goddess and the Christian shrine of the Seven 
Sleepers. From the Magnesian Gate a 2nd c sacred way (Via Sacra) led to the 
Artemision, 1 km to the NE. (Perseus-Tufts, with images of Ephesus)

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/siteindex?lookup=Ephesos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/siteindex?lookup=Ephesos
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Agora, Lecture Hall

• Commercial Agora This market area is known as the "Square 
Agora" its sides are 110m square.  It arose in the Hellenistic period 
and was surrounded on all sides by arched shops about 12m 
deep. Loc next to the harbour, it was the city's main commercial 
centre (n).  It is quite possible that Paul worked here with Priscilla 
and Aquila as tent-makers.

• Lecture Hall An auditorium mentioned in a 1st c inscription has 
been tentatively identified by the Turkish archaeologist E. Akurgal 
in the area adjacent to the E side of the Celsus library. Little of the 
structure itself has yet been found.

Commercial agora (BP)
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Marble Road Ephesus

Kyle Pope



Acts: 3rd missionary journey 29

Buildings Ephesus

Marble Street or the Sacred Way.

The Grand theatre and Harbour (Arcadian) street (Acclaim 
Images)

Ephesus a harbour city now > 50km away from Aegean Sea due 
from alluvial soils brought by Menderes River 

http://www.acclaimimages.com/usepolicy.html
http://www.acclaimimages.com/usepolicy.html
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Buildings Ephesus

Vista of Ephesus. In the foreground stand the ruins of a brothel; across the street, (L) the 2nd c 
Celsus Library, before its restoration, appears , and the colonnaded, Hellenistic agora stretches 
from the library to the R side of the photo. Paul (according to local tradition) was imprisoned at 
Ephesus in the square tower atop the Hill of Astyages, the low knob seen in the distance.

The Brothel at Ephesus, built during 
the reign of Trajan (98-117).

javascript:warp()
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Assos

• Assos (mod Babakale, Behramkale) is at the NW coast 
of Turkey on the Aegean, on S southern shore of the 
Troad area. Ships stopped here before beginning their 
difficult journey clockwise N around the Troad toward the 
Dardanelles.

• Paul walked 30km from Alexandria Troas to Assos 
where he joined his companions, who had come from 
Troas by ship (20:15).

• Assos is on the steep slopes of a 240m high hill. At the 
hill’s S foot is the harbour, that seems to have been 
founded in the 8th or 7th c BC. Aristotle stayed in Assos 
(ca. 347-343 BC) before becoming Alexander the 
Great’s tutor.

• (tp L) Large portions of its ancient 3km long wall that 
remain (in places nearly 18m high!). On the acropolis are 
significant remnants of the Temple of Athena. More 
pictures at www.babakale.com.

Modern harbour at ancient Assos 

http://www.babakale.com/english/stpaul/
http://holylandphotos.org/go.asp?img=TWNAAS15&SiteID=46
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Mitylene

• Mitylene The chief city and port on the S end of the island of 
Lesbos, in the Aegean between Chios and Assos, famous for riches 
and literary character and for having the privileges of a free city.

• The city was built on an extension of land and had excellent 
harbours on either side. In the 5th c BC, Mitylene was a naval power, 
but after a disastrous revolt against Athens its power was sharply 
diminished. 

• In Roman times the city was an important commercial port and a 
favourite resort for Roman aristocrats.

• Paul touched there overnight by ship S from Assos (20:14-15). The 
name was given to the entire island. 

The island of Mitylene as seen from Asia Minor.
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Chios, Samos

• Chios (Ki'os NIV). A Greek island in E 
Aegean just 8km off W Turkey. It was 
once noted for wine. Paul anchored here 
on his last missionary journey (20:15).

• Samos. A noted island in the Aegean 
Sea, near the coast of Lydia, in Asia 
Minor, separated by a narrow strait; in its 
narrowest part not quite 1.5km wide.

• When Paul touched there on his voyage 
from Greece to Syria (20:15), it was a free 
city in Asia. 

• It was the seat of the worship of Juno. Its 
chief manufacture was the celebrated 
Samian pottery of fine red clay. 

Chios Island is 48km long and 13-24 km. km). The 
island is hilly, scenic, and fertile with a good climate. 
It was is noted for its claims as Homer's birthplace 
and for its school of epic poets, the Homeridae. 
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Miletus

• Miletus. Loc 58km S of Ephesus at the mouth of the Meander on the 
coast of Asia Minor, Miletus was the oldest and most important of the 12 
Ionian cities. The first city to apply principles of modern town-planning, its 
Hippodamian gridplan later became the basis of town-planning in all 
Roman cities. 

• It also founded over 10 colonies on the Marmara and the Black Sea, while 
it traded as far as Egypt. Before 500 BC Miletus was the most important 
Gk city of Asia Minor and a great centre of culture, with philosophers such 
as Thales around 600. Its schools greatly contributed to the intellectual 
and scholarly development of the Mediterranean world. 

• As a major commercial centre, it had 4 separate harbours and 3 agoras. In 
Paul's time, the main road (L: 100m, W: 28m with 6m wide pedestrian 
pavements on either side) between the Harbour Gate and the city centre 
was built. It remains today.

Theatre at Miletus
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Miletus

• The city had baths, gymnasia, a bouleuterion (council chamber), a stadium 
and colonnaded streets. The great theatre seated 15,000. A temple to 
Apollo was built along the harbour and another was located at Didyma 
16km S. A sacred road connected the two shrines. 

• It was a great and prosperous centre in Hellenistic and Roman times. It 
reached a peak after 2nd c BC when it became an integral part of the 
Roman Empire. Augustus and Hadrian filled it with monuments and 
statues. 

• Paul stopped here and addressed the people (20:15-17). He left Trophimus 
sick here (2 Tim 4:20). 

• Due to silting of the Buyuk Menderes river, the city now lies several km 
from the sea. Its remains are ≈ 40km S of Soke (a town centre of Aydin 
City). 

Ruins at Miletus

Miletus, city ruins. (fBible Photos of the Holy  Land/Corel)
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Cos

• Cos (mod Kos) A small island (287km²) in the Aegean. The god of 
medicine, Asclepius, was worshipped here, and pilgrims came to his 
temple to be cured. It is no coincidence that the father of medicine, 
Hippocrates, was born here. 

• Cos was celebrated for wines and beautiful fabrics. 
• Paul spent the night on the island enroute to Judea (21:1).
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Rhodes• Rhodes An island near the coast of Asia Minor belonging to 
the Greek Dodecanese Islands cluster. It is ≈ 74km long, 
29km wide and a 220 km coastline.

• The capital Rhodes was founded in 408 BC according to 
plans by Hippodamos of Miletus, stretching from Monte 
Smith hill where the acropolis stood as far as what is now 
the medieval city. The only remains now are those of the 
temples of Zeus, Athena Poliados and Apollo, the Stadium, 
Gymnasium and the Theatre. The building blocks (insulae) 
measuring 47.7x26.5m all were alike with 3 houses each 
and surrounded by streets 5-6m wide. 

• The ancient city had an extended and good sewage system 
as well as a water supply network. It was a centre of 
commerce, literature, and art, the most famous of all being 
the Colossus, one of the Seven Wonders, finished in 282. It 
stood at the harbour entrance until destroyed by an 
earthquake in 226. The city lost its independence in 164 
when Rhodes became a Roman Province, but even as late 
as the 1st c AD it preserved much of its splendour and 
developed into one of the greatest centres of learning, 
science and the arts. 

• Paul touched Rhodes (21:1) on his return voyage to Syria, 
but it is not stated whether or not he landed. 

Rhodes
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Patara
• Patara (Lycian name Pttara or Pttaraza) Loc between 

mod. Fethiye and Kalkan, and one of the principal 
harbours of Lycia. It was the capital of both Lycia and 
Pamphylia, and the seat of the Roman governor. 

• Patara was loc at the mouth of the Xanthos River, until it 
silted up and turned into a malaria-plagued marsh. It was 
a very wealthy city due to trade and was one of the 6 
principal cities of Lycia. After its capture by Alexander the 
Great it became an important naval base as well. 

• Here Paul and his friends changed to a bigger ship that 
could take them to Tyre (21:1-2). 

• It was a magnificent city with a large population in Paul's 
time. Its ruins, near the tiny Turkish town of Kalkan on a 
hillside sloping down to the sea, are only partially 
excavated but impressive. 

• But nearly everything to be seen today dates after Paul’s 
time e.g. the splendid Roman-type triple-arched triumphal 
arch (Monumental gate) of c.100; a Bath complex of 
Vespasian, 69-79; the large granary of Hadrian, 2nd c; the 
Theatre with its 2nd c building. Other structures now 
visible include many sarcophagi, the Byzantine basilica, 
and the ancient main road. 

• Patara was known as the place of the famous oracle to 
Apollo, whose temple has not yet been found.

Roman baths of Vespasian

Monumental Arch (which formed part of an 
aqueduct) built in 100 AD by procurator 
Mettius Modestus 
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Tyre

• Tyre (Lat. Tyrus; Heb. Zor) (mod. Sour, S Lebanon) was built on a 
small rocky island near the Lebanese coast, and Phoenicia’s premier 
city of ancient Phoenicia. 

• Tyre fell to Ptolemaic Egypt and in 200 BC became part of the 
Hellenistic Seleucid kingdom; it finally came under Roman rule in 68. It 
was often mentioned in the NT and was very famous and wealthy in 
Roman times for its silk products and for the Murex purple dye. The 
Lebanese have excavated scores of marble sarcophagi, a monumental 
arch of the 2nd c AD and a hippodrome 500m long. 

• Paul and his companions rested in Tyre for 7 days and met the 
brethren here on the way to Jerusalem (21:3-6).  
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Ptolemais (Acco)
• When we had finished the voyage from 

Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and after 
greeting the brethren, we stayed with them 
for a day. (21:7)

• Acco is only referenced once in the Bible 
by this name. In Jg 1:31, it is referred to as 
one of the places the Israelites failed to 
hold. 

• In NT times, Acco was known as Ptolemais, 
and was one of the stops on Paul’s final 
return to Jerusalem (21:7). Acco was 
renamed Ptolemais in honour of Ptolemy II, 
in the 4th c BC. 

• Roman soldiers were stationed in 
Ptolemais-Acco, and Julius Caesar stopped 
there in 48 BC. 

• Ptolemais was situated on the main sea 
and land route in ancient times. It served as 
the main port of the region until Caesarea 
was built. 

• Herod the Great received Augustus Caesar 
at this site, since Caesarea had not yet 
been completed. Vespasian first docked at 
Ptolemais when he came to subdue the 
First Jewish Revolt. Later, the Arab 
inhabitants changed the name back to 
“Acco.” (BP)

Port of Acco


