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Acts of the Apostles: 
In the Steps of Paul

“…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to 

the remotest part of the earth.“ (Acts 1:8)
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In the Steps of Paul

• Paul’s journey to Damascus
• Paul’s journey to Antioch and his return to Jerusalem 
• Map (conversion and early 

journeys)
• Stoning of Stephen
• Paul’s conversion
• Damascus:

– Straight Street
– Paul’s experience
– Paul’s escape
– Aretas

• Caesarea Maritima (
biblical significance, Timeline, 
features)

• Tarsus
• Acts 11: the famine
• Acts 12: Herod Agrippa's death
• Syrian Antioch
• Syrian Antioch: Biblical significance
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Paul’s journey to Damascus

• 36 to 38 AD, 9:1-30: One of those involved in the martyrdom of 
Stephen, the deacon, was Saul, a Pharisee of Tarsus. He asked to 
be sent to Damascus to seek out Christians, and was despatched 
by the high priest. 

• On approaching Damascus, Saul had a vision of Jesus and was 
converted. Temporarily blinded, he arrived in the city and was 
received by a certain Judas. A disciple called Ananias was sent to 
meet Saul, who recovered his sight and was baptized. His zealous 
preaching in the synagogues of Damascus enraged some of the 
Jews; to save his life he was smuggled out of the city. 

• He came to Jerusalem, where the local community accepted him 
only after some hesitation. When his life again became endangered 
at the hands of the Hellenists, Paul went down to Caesarea and 
departed thence to his native Tarsus.
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Paul’s journey to Antioch and his return to Jerusalem

• 40 to 46 AD, 11:22-30: Antioch, the capital of Syria and the third 
largest city of the Roman empire, had an old established Jewish 
community that we may conjecture became a base for Christian 
preaching. 

• The first apostle to be sent there was Barnabas. It was at Antioch 
that the disciples were first called "Christians," that is followers of 
Christos, "the anointed one" or the Messiah. 

• The community there was able to succour the church of Jerusalem 
at a time of famine in the days of Emperor Claudius (11:27-30). With 
the Christian community at Antioch safely established, Barnabas 
went to Tarsus, and returned with Paul to Antioch, where they 
laboured for a year, setting the church on a firm basis.

• At that time Herod Agrippa I took strong measures against the 
Christian community. Sometime after Agrippa's death (44) Barnabas 
and Paul returned to Jerusalem, bringing with them John, whose 
other name was Mark (12:12).

#Slide 36
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Map: Conversion and earliest journeys of Saul (Paul) of 
Tarsus

Map Key:  

• The early journeys 
of Paul as recorded 
in Acts and his 
Letter to the 
Galatians (1-3,6-8). 

• Part of Paul's early 
Christian life 
(locations 4, 5 and 
9) is covered in Gal 
1-2
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Stoning of Stephen

• But they cried out with a loud voice, 
and covered their ears and rushed at 
him with one impulse. When they 
had driven him out of the city, they 
began stoning him; and the 
witnesses laid aside their robes at 
the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 

• They went on stoning Stephen as he 
called on the Lord and said, "Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit!" Then 
falling on his knees, he cried out with 
a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them!" Having said this, 
he fell asleep. 

• Saul was in hearty agreement with 
putting him to death. (7:57-8:1)
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Paul’s conversion

• As he was traveling, it happened that he 
was approaching Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him; and he fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?" 

• And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And 
He said, "I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting, but get up and enter the city, 
and it will be told you what you must do." 

• The men who traveled with him stood 
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing 
no one. Saul got up from the ground, and 
though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; and leading him by the hand, 
they brought him into Damascus. (9:3-8)
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Damascus

• Damascus (Heb. Dammasaq, Aram. Darmeseq) was situated in an 
oasis irrigated by the rivers Amana and Parphar. It was entirely re-
planned in Hellenistic times, when it was one of the main towns of 
the Seleucid empire.

Damascus from Salahiyeh 
(BPH)
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Damascus

• Damascus is loc at the Ghouta Oasis, fed by the 
Baruda River. This oasis first made settlement 
possible, as the surrounding desert was 
uninhabitable. It is on a plateau 680m asl, E of 
Lebanon and NW of Mt Hermon, bordered by the 
Anti-Lebanon range to the W, and the desert to 
the E. It is at the N end of the King's Highway. 

• The town planning of the old city had a lasting 
effect. The Roman architects fused together its 
Greek and Aramaean foundations into a new 
Hippodamic layout measuring ≈ 1500 x 750m.

• The city still bears traces from classical times, 
surrounded by a wall which was much rebuilt in 
the past two millennia, with gates. The section 
between the Gate of Safety (Bab as-Salama) 
and St Thomas Gate (Bab Touma) is the best 
preserved part of the wall. Of its 7 gates, only 
the E gate (Bab Sharqi) remains. 

• Roman Damascus lies mostly at depths of up to 
5m below the modern city. 

Damascus 
(Esh_Sham). 
House of 
Ananias 
(Matson matpc 
07064)   
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Damascus: 
Straight Street

• Rectangular in shape. the city had 2 parallel main streets running the length. One of these is the 
street called Straight of (9:11) (Lat. Via Recta), its E-W decumanus, running past the theatre and the 
former royal palace, in Paul’s day the residence of the city's Nabatean governor (2 Co 11:32). 

• Entering the city from the E through Bab Sharqi, one can still see the remains of a double colonnade 
that used to line the entire length of the street. The Bab Sharqi street is filled with small shops and 
leads to the old Christian quarter of Bab Touma. 

• In Roman times, Straight Street was W:26m, L:1,570m, lined on both sides with covered porticos 
containing shops. The traditional House of Ananias is to the NE$ quarter.

• The present road follows the same line, starting at Bab Sharqi, crossing the whole width of the 
ancient city of Damascus, and coming out at the end of Suq Madhat Pasha, a covered market 20m N 
of Bab Jabyeh on the W side. The present road is narrower than the ancient one, and about 4m 
above its original level. 

• The second parallel street connected the agora (market place) with the temple of Jupiter, once the 
sanctuary of Haddad and later the Church of St. John (now the Ummayyad mosque).
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Paul in Damascus
• Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 

Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision, 
"Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." And the 
Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called 
Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man 
from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying” (9:10-11)

• When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted 
together to do away with him, but their plot became 
known to Saul. They were also watching the gates 
day and night so that they might put him to death; but 
his disciples took him by night and let him down 
through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a 
large basket. (9:23-25)

• Paul was blinded on the road to NT Damascus (9:3-
9), today marked by a monastery at Tel Kowkab S of 
the city. He was taken to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street (9:11); there Ananias restored Paul's 
sight with the laying on of hands. 

• The House of Judas today is marked by a 
caravanserai called Jakmak Khan on the same street 
called Straight.

• The House of Ananias is located in the Christian 
Quarter and is maintained as a subterranean chapel 
by the Catholic Church. 

AVN
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Damascus: Paul’s escape
• Paul escaped through an opening in the city wall by 

being lowered in a basket (9:23-25). "Part of the 
Roman wall has been found about 1,000 feet S of the 
East Gate (Bab Sharqi) beneath St Paul's Chapel and 
Window. Under the present Ottoman gateway, this 
small chapel was built by Greek Catholics over a gate 
from the Roman period. Tradition associates the spot 
with Paul's escape by a basket that was lowered from 
a window in the wall (2Co 11:33)" (John McRay, 
Archaeology and the New Testament, 1991, p. 234). 
Marking the spot of an ancient church commemorating 
this event is Babe Kissan, a modern gate structure.

• The basket used was a spuris, "something round, 
twisted, or folded together (anything rolled onto a 
circle)“, a rope-basket or large hamper. Sometimes it 
was large enough to hold a man, about a homer in size 
(≈ 220ℓ). 

• 2 Co 11:33 uses the term sargane, "basket of plaited 
cords,“ which we might specify as a woven basket. 

• The baskets found in the mosaic floor of a 
Byzantine monastery at Kursi (traditional site of the 
feeding of the 4,000) had handles. 

Woven reed basket

http://www.bibleinterp.com/excavations/kursi.htm
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Damascus: Aretas
• Aretas IV (Harithat IV, 9 BC-40 AD) King of Nabataea, ruling 

from its capital Petra. In 64 BC, Pompey annexed the W part of 
Syria and formed ten cities, including Damascus, into the 
Decapolis to secure the King’s Highway. It is likely that in 38 or 
39, when Caligula made several changes in the E, that he also 
granted Damascus to Aretas. 

• The incidental way in which Paul alludes to Aretas' kingship over 
Damascus at the time of his escape from his ethnarch (9:23-25), 
is a strong presumption for the truth of the Acts and 2 
Corinthians. He thus escaped between 38-40; this was 3 years 
after conversion, so 36 was when he was converted (Fausset's).

• Aretas’ administration in Damascus may have begun as early as 
37 based upon a coin. Dosker wrote: As Tiberias died in CE 37, and as 
the Arabian affair was completely settled in 39, it is evident that the date of Paul’s 
conversion must lie somewhere between 34 and 36. This date is further fixed by a 
Damascus coin, with the image of King Aretas and the date 101. If that date points 
to the Pompian era, it equals CE 37, making the date of Paul’s conversion CE 34. 
(T. E. Mionnet, Description des medailles antiques greques et romaines, V [1811], 
284f.). (Dosker, Henry E., ISBE 1986:288–289.)

• An ethnarch was one who headed any community, not 
necessarily as an independent rule. He was a deputy of the 
ruler. 

There is still a "Straight 
Street" [Acts 9, 11] in 
Damascus, and nearby is an 
underground house, said to 
be that of Ananias. This is 
used for Christian worship 
today.

http://bibarch.com/Copyright&Sources/d.htm
http://bibarch.com/Copyright&Sources/d.htm
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Caesarea Maritima

• Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the 
Italian cohort (10:1)

• Herod the Great built and named Caesarea (mod.Kaisariyeh (Qisarya)) 53km N of Joppa 
and 100km NW of Jerusalem. 

• Since there were several cities called Caesarea, the Romans knew it as Caesarea 
Palaestinae, Caesarea of Israel (C. Maritima, or ‘Caesars’ city on the sea’ is a name 
given in modern times).

• Augustus gave Herod Judaea in 30 BC, excepting the city of Dor and the remaining 
coastline to the N. As Gaza, the S port, was autonomous, Judaea had no decent port. 
Thus Herod spend 12 years (25-13 BC) at great expense to build a new city at a coastal 
site, near the original Phn city called Strato’s Tower. 

• The village had previously been just a Greek encampment, then a small village where 
ships drew up for the night. By Herod’s time, the trees in the nearby forests had been 
largely cleared, and roads were beginning to be put down by the Romans. 

• Herod named it Caesarea to honour his patron, and the harbour, Sebastos (Gk for 
Augustus). It was his most extensive building project, creating a major city designed on 
the Roman model where none had previously existed.  



Acts of the Apostles: In the Steps of Paul 15

Caesarea: Biblical significance
• As a result of its superb harbour, and location on the main caravan route from 

Tyre to Egypt, Caesarea attracted numerous settlers, both Jews and 
Hellenized Gentiles from the Coastal Plain, giving a volatile mixture of people 
who zealously clung to the worship of the one God while abhorring the 
presence of the numerous pagan idols of the rest.

• When the Romans assumed direct control over Judaea in 6 AD, Caesarea 
became the capital of the Judaean Province (for the next 500 years), and was 
Herod’s favourite residence. It was also the headquarters for the Roman X 
legion stationed in Judaea, and thus the military capital of the Province. 

• It is assumed that it was the official residence of Roman procurators, but 
documentary evidence is lacking prior to the administration of Pontius Pilate 
(26-36). From Caesarea he set out for Jerusalem for the Passover when he 
sentenced Jesus to be crucified. 

• During the 1st c AD most of its inhabitants were Syrian Greeks, but many 
wealthy Jews lived there. Caesarea became the chief port of Israel and is 
mentioned many times in the book of Acts (9:30; 18:22; 21:8). 

• Apparently Jesus never journeyed to Caesarea, although several of the 
apostles did later. In 36, Philip the evangelist visited and ministered there. 
When Paul was in danger from the Jews in Jerusalem, he went to Caesarea, 
thence sailed to Tarsus, his homeland.

• God called Peter to accept Cornelius the Centurion’s invitation to visit 
Caesarea, resulting in the baptism into Christianity of the first known Roman 
soldier of importance. 
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Caesarea: Biblical significance
• Philip the evangelist was "transported" to Azotus (Ashkelon) and 

continued on to Caesarea, where he made his home (8:40). 
• An angel of the Lord visited Cornelius, a God-fearing Roman centurion 

at Caesarea, instructing him to send for Peter (10:1-8). Immediately after 
Peter’s vision of various animals in a white sheet, messengers 
summoned Peter to Caesarea, a 2-day journey up the coast. There 
Peter first preached the gospel to Gentiles. Cornelius and his household 
were the first Gentile converts, with the gift of the Holy Spirit validating 
the fact that salvation was for all people (10:24-48).

• Peter came to Caesarea after being delivered from prison (12:19).
• Herod Agrippa I died in Caesarea after being eaten by worms as God’s 

judgment on him for receiving praise due only to the Lord (12:19, 21-23).
• Paul visited Caesarea several times As a result of his boldly proclaiming 

Jesus in Jerusalem, the Hellenistic Jews there plotted to put him to 
death. Believers concerned for his life brought him from Jerusalem to 
Caesarea to return to Tarsus (9:28,29). It was his port of call for his 2nd 
and 3rd missionary journeys (18:22; 21:7-8). He was imprisoned there 
(23:31-32; 24-25) and set sail from there to Italy (27:1-3)
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Caesarea: Timeline
• Hellenistic Stratos’ Tower
• 22 BC: Herod founds and dedicates Caesarea 
• 15 BC: Herod visits Rome
• 10/9: Opening Games
• 6 AD: New province of Judaea. First comes under Augustus' direct control 

under the legatus of Syria. Governor in Caesarea was an official of 
equestrial ranct with the title prefect.

• 41-44: Herod Agrippa I reigns under Claudius
• 44: Agrippa dies in the theatre at Caesarea. Power resumed by Rome 

under a procurator.
• 58: Paul's first visits to Caesarea
• 60-62: Paul imprisoned; transferred from prison at Caesarea to Rome
• 66: Start of the Jewish revolt. Roman army comes to Judaea. Vespasian 

based at Caesarea.
• 69: Vespasian declared emperor by his troops, in Caesarea; Vespasian 

declares the city a colony.
• 70-90: Judaea capta coin series 

http://www.caesarea.landscape.cornell.edu/about.html
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Caesarea

• The ruins of Caesarea Maritima lie 40km N of Tel Aviv along the coastline.
• Caesarea is also known as:

– “Caesarea as near Sebastos” 
– Caesarea of Straton 
– Caesarea of Israel, Caesarea Palaestinae
– Colonia Prima Flavia Augusta Caesariensis
– Herodian Caesarea
– Horvat Qesari, Kaisariyeh, Kessaria, Qaisariya, Qaisariyeh, Qaysariyah, Qesari, Qisri, Qisrin
– “Metropolis of the province Syria Palaestina” 
– Migdal Shorshon
– The Greeks called it Pyrgos Stratonos, (pyrgos = 'tower‘; Strato's Tower), Straton's Tower, 

Turris Stratonis
– Straton's Caesarea. 
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Caesarea
• Along with aqueducts, temples and theatres, Herod built a splendid 

palace of limestone and marble. By 13 BC he had moved the capital of 
Judaea to the seaside, along with his court. The majority of ruins 
remaining to be seen now are from the Crusader Era (11th c). 
However, there are remains from Herod’s time. 

• The city boasted a theatre, an amphitheatre, a hippodrome (race track; 
seating 20,000), palaces, public buildings, a large marble temple to 
Augustus, other temples to please the Romans, storerooms, 
residential areas, public baths, and a sewer system. 

• Herod used Roman designs with the most advanced technology of the 
time. Plumbing for private and public baths; heating for the calidarium; 
the harbour; all were designed to be the best money could buy (see 
Notes).

• Caesarea was indeed the model Roman city. It stretched about 6.5km 
in every direction from the harbour. It was walled and fortified on 3 
sides; the side toward the Med. being left open, and encompassed 
67ha (n). Its planners took advantage of the available space to design 
a perfect N-S, E-W grid of streets. 

E:\Acts of the Apostles Paul's 2nd, 3rd, and Rome journeys.ppt
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Caesarea: Plan

Caesarea Governor’s residence

David Padfield, 2004, The Biblical City of Caesarea Maritima

Cardo Maximus
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Caesarea: Theatre, 
Hippodrome

• Theatre Loc in the very S of the city facing the sea. It was one of the earliest in 
Israel. The semi-circular theatre of Greek design had 4,500 seats rising on 
vaulting, a Roman invention. The theatre was covered with a skin covering 
(vellum), and visitors probably brought cushions with them to soften the stone 
seats.

• The stage floor, at first made of fine plaster painted with vivid colours, was 
eventually overlain with marble. An inscription stone found in 1962 showed that 
Pontius Pilate helped in the financing, or at least was given a dedication mention. 
Jos. says Herod Agrippa died by choking at this theatre shortly after his triumphal 
entrance there.

• Amphitheatre, or Hippodrome SE of the harbour, Herod built an amphitheatre 
for the chariot races and games. The arena measured 460 x 80m oriented N-S 
and bigger than the Coliseum in Rome. Built to hold about 8,000 persons, it was 
soon remodeled to hold 15,000, and much later 38,000. Also much later a two-
level palace was built inside, with the living quarters were on the upper level. 
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Caesarea: 
harbour

• Harbour No natural ports existed along Israel’s coast. During bad weather, this 
could be a dangerous sector on the major shipping route from Alexandria to 
Phoenicia, Syria, and eventually to Athens and Rome. To provide a safe haven, 
Herod created an artificial harbour, constructing large breakwaters 60m wide. 
Caesarea was insignificant until it had this harbour. 

• The S mole extended out from the shore and continued N in a graceful arc for 
550m into waters 37m deep. The entrance to the port was on the N, and here 
was a tower, possibly used to guide ships in. The N mole extended outward, ┴ to 
the shore, for a distance of 230m to complete an enclosed harbour 165m across, 
protecting shipping from the weather. It could hold 300 ships. Caesarea was the 
best harbour, after Alexandria, in all E Med.. 

• The large protected deep-water port allowing ships to unload at dockside linked 
the maritime trade with the Via Maris heading inland to Tiberias and Damascus. 
The harbour area was > Piraeus, Athens’ port, being 16+ ha, with storage 
warehouses, markets and public buildings. It brought status and revenue to 
Herod’s kingdom. He used the port to import materials for his numerous building 
projects. Israel was now easily accessible to Rome, only a 10-day voyage away. 
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Caesarea: harbour
• The enormous scale of this project is 

shown in its dimensions. The 
hippodrome L:460m W:75m. The 
theatre was 90m Ø. An aqueduct 
brought spring water from the foothills of 
Mt Carmel 13km away, through a rock-
hewn channel nearly 6.5km long. 

• Some of the stones used to build the 
harbour’s breakwater were L:15.25m, 
W: 5.5m, T:2.75m. Some of them still 
can be seen extending 45.75m from the 
shore.

• Archaeological evidence suggests that it 
was a bustling harbour at least up to the 
mid to late 1st c. However, findings also 
suggest the outer harbour had serious 
structural problems by the end of the 1st 
c (Andrew M. Smith II). 

• It was built using pozzolana that 
hardened in water (n). Never had this 
hydraulic concrete been used before on 
such a massive scale. Most of the 
original stones remain in place.

mailto:amsii@wam.umd.edu
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Caesarea: harbour
• A sailor coming in through the harbour 

gate would see before and above him the 
Temple to Augustus. The Temple was 
connected to the harbour, forming a unit 
with it on a slightly different axis from the 
rest of the city. A wide staircase lead to a 
podium, and the temple proper. Its pillars 
were 9m high. Inside was the emperor's 
statue, modelled on the famous "Zeus" by 
Phidias. 

• “Facing the harbour, the temple was built 
on an artificial mound supported in part by 
vaulted chambers 65 feet long and 21 feet 
wide. It contained two colossal statues of 
Augustus and Roma. A three foot long, 
white marble foot belonging to one of 
these stautues was found…” (Jesus and 
His World, p 31)

• The other public buildings of the city left 
nothing to be desired, and many of the 
buildings were adorned with mosaics and 
marble.

Map of Herod’s harbour

http://www.kalmanovitz.co.il/k_comm/english/Israel/Maps/Rezervations/Caesarea/Caesarea.htm
http://www.kalmanovitz.co.il/k_comm/english/Israel/Maps/Rezervations/Caesarea/Caesarea.htm
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Tarsus
• Tarsus:  Birthplace of the apostle Paul (21:39; 22:3). Capital and 

chief city of the Province of Cilicia in SE Asia Minor. Loc on the 
banks of the Cydnus River about 16km N of  the Med. shore. To its 
N were the famous Cilician Gates, a narrow gorge in the Taurus 
Mountains through which ran the only good trade route between 
Asia Minor and Syria. 

• Tarsus’ richness and importance was due to its harbour and major 
roads going to the NW and to E. Taken over by the Romans in 104 
BC, Tarsus became the major city of Cilicia after the victory of 
Pompey the Great over Mihridates, the king of Pontus (64). 

• Well-known for its culture of Greek philosophy and literature; at 
one time its schools and number of learned men rivalled those of 
Athens and Alexandria as the learning centre of the world. 

• “Among the men of Tarsus the zeal for philosophy and other kinds 
of education surpasses that in Athens and Alexandria and any 
other place renowned for schools and occupation in philosophy” 
(Strabo 14.5.13 )

• Paul referred to its perceived importance in the empire when he 
said he was born in Tarsus, a citizen of no mean city (21:39). 

• Loc in a fertile area where linen and linen cloth production was 
essential. In addition to Cilicium, a course material made of goat 
hair, linen cloth was also major material for tent making, which was 
the main occupation of Paul. Barnabas came to Tarsus for Saul to 
encourage him to join in the ministry in Antioch. 

A street in Tarsus, Turkey
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Tarsus

• During Pompey’s time (67 BC), Tarsus was the capital of the Roman province of 
Cilicia, and Jews began to receive Roman citizenship. Antony, who controlled the E 
provinces, declared the city free in 42 BC. 

• Tarsus continued to receive special privileges under Augustus, who exempted the city 
from imperial taxation because Athenodorus, his teacher and friend, was a Tarsian and 
as a reward for its exertions and sacrifices during the civil wars of Rome. Tarsus grew 
into a cultural and intellectual centre. Stoic philosophers like Athenodorus, Zeno, 
Antipater, and Nestor lived in the city in the 1st c AD.  

• Free cities were permitted in the Roman empire to use their own laws, customs, and 
magistrates, and they were free from being subject to Roman guards. Since Paul was 
born in a free city, he was entitled to the privileges of a free man and was considered a 
Roman citizen. 

• Paul spent his early years at Tarsus (9:11; 21:39; 22:3) and revisited it at least once 
after his conversion to Christianity (9:30; 11:25). (Nelson’s, Barnes, Adam Clarke’s)

The Tarsus gate of Cleopatra, also 
called the “Sea Gate,” still stands 
today, though it has been 
significantly restored. It was 
believed that Cleopatra sailed up 
the Cydnus disguised as Aphrodite 
and came through this gate in 41 
BC on her way to meet Mark 
Antony. (BP)

City gate of Tarsus
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Tarsus: Buildings

• (tp R) Little of Tarsus during Paul’s 
time has been excavated as modern 
Cumhuriyet Alani is located atop the 
ruins. Excavations have turned up a 
paved city street of Tarsus along with 
a colonnaded podium, which may date 
to the 2nd c BC.  

• In addition, remains have been found 
from the Bronze Age, baths, a 
Hellenistic portico, a Roman theatre, 
and many terracotta figurines of 
deities, animals, people, and various 
mythological creatures.

A Roman city street in Tarsus (BP)
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Acts 12: Herod Agrippa I’s death
• The Bible records Herod Agrippa's unexpected death at Caesarea. And 

immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God 
the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died. (12:23)

• Jos. has additional details of Herod's death: "On the second day of which 
shows he put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a contexture truly 
wonderful, and came into the theatre early in the morning; at which time the 
silver of his garment being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun's 
rays upon it, shone out after a surprising manner ... and presently his 
flatterers cried out ... 

• 'Be thou merciful to us; for although we have hitherto reverenced thee only 
as a man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to mortal nature.' 
Upon this the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery 
... A severe pain also arose in his belly…And when he had been quite worn 
by the pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life ..." (Ant, 19:8:2).

• The two accounts, the Bible and Josephus, in this complement each other. 
Josephus does not mention the origin of the stomach pain, but the Bible 
mentions it was because of "worms." Luke, the physician, used the Gk word 
skolekobrotos in reference to Herod's terminal condition. The word refers to 
tapeworms or other intestinal worms, which can block the intestinal tract and 
cause great pain and sometimes lead to death, as was the case here.
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Syrian Antioch

• Antioch on the Orontes (aka Syrian Antioch) was in Syria near the Iskenderun Bay in 
the SE-most corner of Asia Minor, 26.5km from the Med. and 480km N of Jerusalem, 
between the Amanus and Cassius ranges. The site is at the SW corner of the fertile Amik 
plain, where the Orontes cuts through the mountains to the sea, on its L (E) bank. The 
Amanus mountains are crossed by roads to Antioch and Aleppo, the chief pass being 
Baylan, the celebrated Syrian Gates. 

• Founded about 300 BC by Seleucus Nicator and called Epidaphne (near Daphne), or "on 
the Orontes," to distinguish it from 15 other Antiochs. He named it after his father 
Antiochus.

• It was luxurious. Its main street L:6.5km was lined with magnificent mansions. It was 
highly cultured and regarded as golden and beautiful, being designed in the Hippodamic 
style, and was one of the unique cities having city lighting, but its social life was debased, 
pleasure-seeking, and shocking, and its people universally known for their witticisms and 
sarcasm. It was the play-ground of the officials, legates and governors. 

• (tp L) Modern Antakya sits atop much of the site. Excavations by UPr and the Sorbonne 
(1932-39) found city walls, a hippodrome, portions of a Roman aqueduct, masonry works 
for flood control, and foundations of what may have been Diocletian’s Palace. Very little 
remains of ancient Antioch. 

• (tp R) A sarcophagus found in the area recalling the bulls and garlands brought to Paul in 
Lystra (14:13). Details of Antioch’s history and development see here. (n)

http://www.kultur.gov.tr/portal/arkeoloji_en.asp?belgeno=669
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Syrian Antioch

• In 64 BC Pompey made Antioch capital of the legate of Syria and a free city. In 
Paul’s time it had ≈ 500,000 inhabitants of whom Jews were a large portion. By 
165 AD, it was 3rd largest city of the Empire. 

• The mass of the population seems to have been Hellenic, and to have spoken 
Aramaic, and est. at around 500,000 living in 15 km² by the 1st c AD. In the 4th 
c it was about 200,000 according to Chrysostom, who probably did not reckon 
slaves. 

• There were a great variety of races: Macedonians and Greeks, native Syrians 
and Phoenicians, Jews and Romans, besides a contingent from further Asia; 
many flocked there because Seleucus had given to all the right of citizenship. 
Nevertheless, it remained always predominantly a Greek city. The inhabitants 
did not enjoy a great reputation for learning or virtue; they were excessively 
devoted to pleasure. 

Antioch on 
Orantes
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Syrian Antioch: Biblical significance
• The Romans made Alexandria and Antioch great E capitals; their busy trade brought strange 

peoples and cargoes from as far away as India and China, and at the same time, as centres of 
learning, they continued to attract intellectual leaders. Eusebius was educated in Antioch. 

• The Seleucids urged Jews to move to Antioch, their W capital, and granted them full rights as 
citizens upon doing so. Apparently it was not a typical 1st c Jewish community, even prior to Peter’s 
arrival. In some of their synagogues the Jews used Gk in the service not Heb or Aram, and reading 
from the LXX. 

• A number of Antiochene Gentiles accepted the high moral qualities of Judaism and to its concept of 
God. While not proselytes, they were encouraged in their leanings by the Jews, and were thus 
receptive to Christianity. 

• Since the city of Antioch was a great centre of government and civilization, the Christian religion 
spread there early. In 33 AD, the persecuted disciples fled here after the death of Stephen (11:19-
20). All 3 of Paul's missionary journeys began here. Nicholas of Antioch, a recent convert to Judaism 
and then to Christianity, became one of seven men of good reputation (6:3-5) and took charge of the 
communal body of believers. In 40, with so many new followers, they adopted the name Christian to 
distinguish themselves for the first time in history. 

• After Jerusalem fell in 70, many Christian immigrants fled to Antioch. Other Christians fled to 
Antioch, from Cyrene, or Cyprus, or wherever they were being persecuted. This influx of peoples 
also brought an influx of ideas, which eventually strengthened the roots of the Eastern Church.

• Christians multiplied greatly and by the time of Theodosius were reckoned by Chrysostom at  ≈ 
100,000. Between 252 and 300, 10 assemblies of the church were held at Antioch and it became the 
seat of one of the 4 original patriarchates, along with Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Rome. Today 
Antioch remains the seat of a patriarchate of the Eastern Orthodox churches. 


