
Daniel 1

Daniel

Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, 
For wisdom and power belong to Him. 

It is He who changes the times and the epochs; 
He removes kings and establishes kings; 

He gives wisdom to wise men 
And knowledge to men of understanding. 

(Dn 2:20-21)



Daniel 2

Daniel

• History, dates
• Dn 1 (master of the eunuchs, 

names, Bab religion, Bel, Nebo)
• Dn 2 (Nebuchadnezzar's dream, 

Daniel’s promotion)
• Dn 3 (Nebuchadnezzar’s statue, 

Dura, furnace)
• Dn 4 (Babylon palace, city, 

Nebuchadnezzar’s madness)
• Dn 5 (writing on the wall, 

Belshazzar, Darius the Mede)
• Dn 6 (

laws and records of Persian kings, 
lions’ den)

• Dn 8 (River Ulai)
• Daniel’s visions (fulfilment, 

timeline)

• Dn 2 (image)
• Dn 7 (beasts, empires, Bab

 lion and Gk leopard, 
Roman Empire history)

• Dn 8 (beasts, 
Grecian Empire history)

• Dn 9 (the seventy weeks)
• Dn 11 (Persian kings, 

Alexander the Great, 
Alexander’s successors, 
Seleucid Empire, Chronology)

• Dn 11:5, 6, 7-9, 10-12, 13-14, 
15-13, 18-20, 21-24, Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes, 25-29, 30-31, militant 
Hellenization, 32-34, 11:36-12:3, 
11:36-45 (the Anti-Christ) , 
11:36-12:1 (the Beast), 12:1-3



Daniel 3

Daniel (history)
• Daniel Of unknown parentage or family, but appears to have been of royal or noble 

descent (1:3) and to have possessed considerable personal endowments (1:4).
• Early Life. Exiled to Babylon while yet a boy, at the first deportation of the people of Judah 

in the 4th year of Jehoiakim. He underwent three years of training to become a royal page. 
Daniel and his three friends met the king’s strict requirements. 

• Last years. Lived to see his people restored to their own land (when Cyrus conquered 
Babylon in 539), and although his advanced age would not allow him to be among those 
who returned to Israel, he never ceased thinking of his people and their concerns (10:12). 
At the accession of Cyrus he still retained his prosperity (1:21; 6:28).

• His character given in his book is one of a noble, courageous, highly intelligent, competent 
young man of uncompromising convictions, supremely devoted to his God and his religion. 
He was gifted by God with wisdom and understanding of visions and dreams. He was 
active in the reigns of several Babylonian kings extending from Nebuchadnezzar to the first 
year of the reign of Cyrus (1:21). Thus he served in Babylon almost 60 years. 

• Ezekiel mentions Daniel as a pattern of righteousness (Ezk 14:14,20) and wisdom (28:3). 
Since Daniel was still young at that time (594-588), some have believed that he referred to 
another prophet or the legendary Daniel of RS epic literature (14th c). But Daniel was 
conspicuous for purity and knowledge at an early age (1:4,17,20), and he was probably 
>30 years old at the time of Ezekiel's prophecy. 

• The traditional view is that Daniel lived and wrote the book bearing his name during the 
time of his exile in Babylon (605-538), covering the so-called Babylonian Exile period (587-
538). 

• Benjamin of Tudala, a Jewish 12th c traveler, wrote that he once saw Daniel’s tomb in 
Susa. The Islamic tradition (that recognizes Daniel as a prophet) also holds that Daniel 
was buried in Susa. Muslim legend says Cyrus refused to allow Daniel to go home with the 
exiles by saying that if he had a thousand prophets like Daniel, he would have them all 
remain with him, such was the esteem in which Daniel is held by Muslim and Jew. 



Daniel 4

Daniel (dates) (n)

• Nebuchadnezzar took the youths to Babylon in 605, probably on a N 
campaign just before he succeeded officially to the throne on 2 Apr 604.

• Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was in his 2nd year, between Apr 603 and Mar 
602

• Daniel continued in royal service till the 1st year of Cyrus (538; 1:7)
• He interpreted the writing on the wall in Babylon on the night the city fell 

viz. 12 Oct 539.
• The vision of the Four Beasts was given in Belshazzar’s 1st year (7:1) 

ca. 554
• The vision of a Ram and a He-goat was given in Belshazzar’s 3rd year 

(8:1) ca. 552
• The revelation from Gabriel on Jeremiah’s prophecy of 70 years was 

made in Darius the Mede’s 1st year, assumed to be Cyrus’ 1st year after 
the conquest of Babylon viz 538.

• The revelation from a man clothed in linen at the Tigris was given on the 
24th day of Abib (Nisan) in the 3rd year of Cyrus, 23 Apr 536 (10:1, 4).



Daniel 5

Dn 1 (Master of the Eunuchs)

• the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials to bring in some of 
the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles 
(1:3)

• When he invaded Jerusalem in 606, Nebuchadnezzar ordered 
Ashpenaz the Master of his eunuchs (Heb. rab sarisayw), to select 
some Israelites for palace official duties.

• This office of Master of the Eunuchs has been confirmed by a BM clay 
tablet that has the words Rab-Saris inscribed on it.  

• In Aramaic, the word Rab = “Master”, Saris is sometimes understood 
as denoting castration or natural impotence. Eunuchs were valued 
officials in a king’s harem. 

• As to the name Ashpenaz, the critic Arthur Jeffery asserted: “No 
satisfactory explanation of the name has been suggested” (p. 364). 
However, Peter Coxon has noted, “Almost the same consonants 
(spnz) are found in an Aramaic incantation bowl from Nippur dated ca. 
600 BC.” (ABD, 1:491, 1992).



Daniel 6

Dn 1 (names)

• Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; 
and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah 
Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego. (1:7)

• These name changes intentionally shifted honour from God to the 
gods of Babylon (below):

Abed-nego; Abed = “the servant of”, “nego” is 
obviously a god’s name like “Nebo”

Azariah “YHWH has 
helped”

Meshach “Who or what Aku is”Mishael “Who is what 
God is?”

Shadrach, probably Shudur-Aku “The 
command of Aku” a Sumerian or Elamite 
moon-god

Hananiah “YHWH has 
shown grace”

Akk. Balat-su-usur, probably a contraction of 
Nabu-balatsu-usur “Nebo, protect my life”

Daniel “My judge is El 
[God]”



Daniel 7

Dn 1 (names )
• Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to 

Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael 
Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego. (Dn 1:7)

• Prof. Shea says there may be a record the actual names of Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah (W.H. Shea, Daniel 3: Extra-Biblical Texts and the Convocation on the Plain of Dura, 
Andrews University Seminary Studies, Vol. 20 [1982]: pp. 37-50; A. L. Oppenheim's English 
Translation of the Babylonian text may be found in ANET, pp. 307-308)).

• A 5-sided clay prism found in Babylon (now in IMA) gives a list of >50 
government officials and their titles. 3 men listed have pronunciations very 
similar to the names of the three friends. Whether or not they are the actual 
men mentioned in the bible is uncertain:

– Arbenebo (Aridi-Nabu) - Official of the royal prince [i.e., Amel- Marduk]; name = 
Aram. Abednego. May be the first mention of one of Daniel's friends found outside 
of the Bible. 

– Hannunu - Commander of the king's merchants; name may be the Babylonian 
equivalent for the Heb. Hananiah.  

– Meshaku/Marduk - Official to Nebuchadnezzar; Marduk was the name of a 
Babylonian god. Without “Marduk”, the name is “Meshaku”, very similar in 
pronunciation to Meshach.

– Each of these men held an administrative position in Babylon 
• 2 other government officials mentioned both in this list and the Bible are:

– Nabuzeriddinam = Nabuzaradan (2 Ki 25:8, 11; Je 39:9-11, 13; 40:01, etc.) 
– Nergalsharusur (Neriglissar) = Nergal-Sharezer (Je 39:3, 13)



Daniel 8

Dn 1 (Babylonian religion)

• But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or 
with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials 
that he might not defile himself. (1:8)

• To the Babylonians, the statues of their gods were not merely figures of stone. They 
devoutly believed that the gods were actually present in some form in the idols.

• Meals of choice food were ceremonially laid before the statues, and curtains were drawn 
while the deities ate; temple servants sang and made music with flues, panpipes and lutes. 

• The Mesopotamian area was filled with deities whom it was man’s duty to serve. There were 
gods of the moon and sun, of fertility and war; patron gods of various cities and professions; 
as well as personal gods who protected individuals. The Euphrates itself was regarded as a 
deity. 

• The Babylonians were content to allow their captives to worship their gods and practice their 
religion, so long as it did not challenge the religion at Babylon. We are not told exactly why 
Daniel considered this food defiling, only that he did consider it defiling, with no doubt in his 
mind. 

• Two reasons seem most likely for Daniel’s sensitivity to defilement: (a) the king would not 
hesitate to serve foods identified as unclean by the Law of Moses (see Lv 11); (b) the food 
and wine served may have been associated with the worship of heathen gods, similar to the 
problem described in 1 Co 8-10. 

• In either instance, or perhaps in both, Daniel saw defilement as a danger to be actively 
avoided. The challenge was to avoid the defilement of the king’s food while at the same time 
avoiding a confrontation with the Babylonian authorities. Daniel had to please God and men. 
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Dn 1 (Bel)
• Bel (Akk. Belu, cognate of Heb. ba'al, 

"lord") Patron god of Babylon (Je 
51:44) = Marduk, head of the 
Babylonian pantheon (called in Heb. 
Merodach). 

• As a sun-god his festival was 
celebrated in the spring at the 
beginning of the year, since the sun's 
rays were then most potent in reviving 
nature.

• The Babylonians paid him supreme 
tribute and exalted him to the 
headship of their pantheon shortly 
after 2000. 

• In Enuma elish (Babylonian creation 
record) Marduk was elevated to this 
superior position because he slayed 
Tiamat, the goddess of chaos. He 
was worshiped in Esagila temple at 
Babylon.

• Marduk was depicted as a man of 
war. 

A priest in prayer before the symbols for 
Marduk, chief god of Babylon, and Nabu, god 
of wisdom and writing. Round seal, blue 
glazed clay, Ø4.5cm, Neo-Babylonian 7th -6th c, 
(LV AO 5684)

Battle between 
Marduk (Bel) and 
the Dragon. Drawn 
from a bas-relief 
from the Palace of 
Ashur-nasir-pal, at 
Nimrûd (Nimrûd 
Gallery, # 28 and 
29)

Image of Bel at 
Kudurru, 12th c

http://www.lessing-photo.com/sbylocation.asp?sid=S1RW05JFCW&action=s&p=202020204361&n=Louvre%2CDpt%2Edes+Antiquites+Orientales%2C+Paris%2C+France
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Dn 1 (Nebo)• Ne'bo (Akk. Nabu) Bab deity (Is 46:1), 
the god of wisdom and literature. 
Borsippa nr Babylon was the special 
centre of his worship. He was patron of 
the art of writing and a god of vegetation. 

• Nebo's symbols were the clay tablet and 
the stylus, the instruments held to be 
proper to him who inscribed the fates 
assigned to men by the gods. 

• Assyrian king Ashurbanipal (Osnappar in 
Ez 4:10), acted in the interests of Nebo 
and was a patron of learning and 
education. His inscription reads: "I, 
Ashurbanipal, learn the wisdom of Nabu, 
the entire art of writing on clay tablets." 

• In the Nabonidus Chronicle, at the time of 
the rule of Belshazzar, says: "The king 
[Nabonidus (Akk. Nabunaid)] for the 
month Nisan did not come to Babylon; 
Nabu did not come to Babylon; Bel did 
not go forth (from Esagila); the New 
Year's festival was not celebrated" (Jack 
Finegan, Light from the Ancient Past [1946], p. 190).

Seal and imprint: Assyrian, 9th-6th c..Cultic scene, a 
man and a geni around the horned dragon, symbol of 
the gods Marduk and Nabu. Cornelian, H: 2.4 cm AO 
22346 (LV/Lessing) 



Daniel 11

Dn 2 (Nebuchadnezzar’s dream)
• Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king 

had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon; 
he went and spoke to him as follows: "Do not destroy 
the wise men of Babylon! Take me into the king's 
presence, and I will declare the interpretation to the 
king." 

• Then Arioch hurriedly brought Daniel into the king's 
presence and spoke to him as follows: "I have found 
a man among the exiles from Judah who can make 
the interpretation known to the king!" 

• The king said to Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshazzar, "Are you able to make known to me the 
dream which I have seen and its interpretation?" 

• Daniel answered before the king and said, "As for the 
mystery about which the king has inquired, neither 
wise men, conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able 
to declare it to the king. However, there is a God in 
heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made 
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place 
in the latter days. This was your dream and the 
visions in your mind while on your bed.” (2:24-28)



Daniel 12

Dn 2 (Daniel’s promotion)

• Then the king gave orders to call in the magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers 
and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood 
before the king…Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, 
and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect 
over all the wise men of Babylon. (Dn 2:2, 48)

• This incident took place in the 2nd year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign: 
– Magicians or diviners (hartummim)
– Conjurers or enchanters (assapim)
– Sorcerers (melassepim)
– Chaldeans (kasidim) a special class of astrologer-soothsayers. 

• Nebuchadnezzar appointed Daniel chief prefect (rab signin) and also civil 
governor of the entire capital province of Babylon, a post of highest importance 
in the political structure, normally reserved for a Chaldean nobleman. For a Jew 
from the Captivity to be so honoured was unprecedented and shows how 
deeply his intelligence and integrity had impressed the king. 



Daniel 13

Dn 3 (Nebuchadnezzar’s statue)
• Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, the height of which 

was sixty cubits and its width six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura 
in the province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent word to 
assemble the satraps, the prefects and the governors, the counselors, 
the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and all the rulers of the 
provinces to come to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up. (3:1-2)

• There is no evidence that statues of a Mesopotamian ruler were ever 
worshipped as a divine during the ruler’s lifetime. It is far more likely that 
the statue represented Nebuchadnezzar’s patron god Nebo.

• Prostration before the idol would amount to a pledge of allegiance to his 
viceroy Nabu-Rudiri-usur i.e. Nebuchadnezzar.

• Titles of officials mentioned:
– Satraps: those in charge of fairly large satrapies
– Prefects: lieutenant governors of smaller territories
– Advisers: counsel-givers
– Treasurers and judges
– Magistrates: conjectural rendering of tiptaye “over-chief”
– Rulers of the provinces: general term for a government executive



Daniel 14

Dn 3 (Dura)
• Dura  Name of the plain where Nebuchadnezzar set up his golden image which 

all his subjects were ordered to worship (3:1). 
• Loc is uncertain. Name probably from Akk. duru “city wall, fortification, fortress”. 

Could signify the outer fortifications of Babylon. 
• Oppert noted the River Dura is a tributary that flow into the Euphrates about 8-

10km below Hilla, the site of ancient Babylon. Nearby, 27km SW of Baghdad, is 
a series of tepes called Tulul Dura (pl.) or (sing.) Tell Der (Douair or Duair) 
where was what seemed to be the base of a great statue (Exped. scientifique en 
Mesopotamie, 1:238-40, 1862). 

• Dura is a common name in the area. "The plain of the dur" or "rampart" within 
Babylon would therefore seem to be the best rendering. (T. G. Pinches, ISBE). 
If Dura indicates a portion of the actual site of Babylon within the great wall 
(duru) of the city, perhaps it was the rampart designated dur Su-anna, "the 
rampart (of the city) Lofty-defense," a name of Babylon. 

• LXX substitutes Deeira, for Dura, suggesting that the Gk translators identified it 
with the Babylonian Deru, a city which apparently lay toward the Elamite border. 
It seems to have been called also Dur-ili, "god's rampart." That it was at some 
distance is supported by the list Western Asiatic Inscriptions, IV, 36 (38), where 
Duru, Tutul and Gudua (Cuthah), intervene between Deru or Dur-ili and Tindir 
(Babylon). If the plain was within the city of Babylon, it cannot be this city, which 
seems to have lain in the neighbourhood of Erech (Hommel, Grundriss, 264, 
note 5).
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Dn 3 
(furnace) 

• He commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. (3:20)

• Aram. nuwr attuwn may be expressing the superlative or is a technical term not yet 
understood. The furnace would have been enclosed, for the person was to be thrown into 
its interior, and the technology of raising the heat by forcing a draught requires it. 

• It is difficult to envisage what the furnace is likely to have looked like, for, despite 
excavations, proper drawings and dimensions are rarely available (n). 

• R.J. Forbes (tp R) drew a diagram of an early Mesp pottery-kiln of Nippur. It resembles a 
railway tunnel blocked at one end with an entrance at the other. Uprights are frequent 
intervals support the dome and act as ventilating shafts also. Charcoal provides the heat, 
and the temperature is estimated to have been 900-1000°C.

• Firing clay into useful pottery demands the careful production of high temperatures inside 
a kiln. Pottery kilns can reach much higher temperatures than open fires, and they operate 
somewhere near the boundary between sufficient oxygen and oxygen starvation. 

• Loaded properly, kilns can maintain temperatures >1000° C for hours, in an oxygen-
starved atmosphere. Firing to 1400° C makes the pot shiny and even harder, and this 
temperature can smelt metal out of an ore. Thus pottery-making was followed relatively 
quickly by the use of metals. The earliest metal ore smelting furnaces (tp L) retained the 
mud oven form of pottery kilns.

Reconstruction of a Mesp pottery kiln of 
about 2000 in Nippur. (After a drawing 
in Forbes, Studies in Ancient 
Technology, 1958, VI, p.68.)

Early metal ore smelter



Daniel 16

Dn 3 (furnace)

• May the LORD make you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of 
Babylon roasted in the fire (Je 29:22)

• Wayne Jackson writes about an earlier excavation at Babylon in which a strange 
building was discovered which initially appeared to be a firing kiln, much like 
those used to fire bricks and pottery. 

• A cuneiform inscription revealed the purpose of the structure: “This is the place 
of burning where men who blasphemed the gods of Chaldea died by fire” (Harry 
Rimmer, Dead Men Tell Tales, p. 325). While this was not the actual furnace 
into which Daniel’s friends were thrown, it does show the Bible’s consistency 
with the religious cultism of Babylon. 

• Cuneiform inscription from the library of Ashurbanipal at Nineveh (now at BM) 
reads [from H. F. Talbot, P.B.S.A. ii. 361 (literal translation)]:
1. Saulmagina my rebellious brother, who made war with me, they threw into a 

burning fiery furnace, and destroyed his life.
2. The rest of the people who had rebelled they threw alive among bulls and 

lions, as Sennacherib my grandfather used to do. Lo, again following his 
footsteps, those men I threw into the midst of them. 



Daniel 17

Dn 4 (Babylon palace)
• Twelve months later he was walking on 

the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. 
The king reflected and said, "Is this not 
Babylon the great, which I myself have 
built as a royal residence by the might of 
my power and for the glory of my 
majesty?' (4:29-30)

• Nebuchadnezzar lived and worked in the 
largest of Babylon’s 3 principal palaces, 
the Southern Palace, which he called 
“the seat of my kingdom, the bond of the 
vast assemblage of all mankind, the 
dwelling place of joy and gladness.” (n)

• The king boasted of laying its 
foundations “on Earth’s wide breast with  
bitumen and bricks; mighty trunks of 
cedar I brought from Lebanon, the bright 
forest for its roofing; I caused it to be 
surrounded with a mighty wall of bitumen 
and brick, the royal command, the lordly 
injunction I caused to go forth from it.” 



Daniel 18

Dn 4 (Palace)

• The palace building had two structures, a much older one built by 
Nabopolassar and reconstructed by Nebuchadnezzar, and an 
extension to the N that Nebuchadnezzar added later. 

• The throne room was L:55m, W:60m, facing N onto the largest 
courtyard to minimize the sun’s heat. Its exterior façade was H:12m, 
W:56m, decorated with elaborate glazed-brick friezes like those of the 
Processional Way. 



Daniel 19

Dn 4 (Babylon city)

• Babylon Chaldean Bab-ilani. Built 
on both sides of the Euphrates 
having each side a trapezium 
shape. Its centre was on the E 
bank, protected by double walls 
and a channel by the outer side of 
the walls, and a single wall by the 
Euphrates. A bridge led to the W 
side, that was also protected by a 
double wall, except by the river 
shore.

• Surrounding the E side, there was 
a peripheral zone roughly triangle-
shaped also protected by walls; 
this was mainly a green area of 
parks and gardens, with some 
royal palaces where the kings 
used to have their celebrations 
and parties.

• The Beyt-Nisanu -"House of the New 
Year"- was used to celebrate the new 
year, and the Summer Palace where the 
king used to be in times of peace during 
the Summertime.

• The city was accessible through 10 gates, 
4 of them in the W side.

• Such a city was inexpugnable, and to take 
Babylon would have been an almost 
impossible.



Daniel 20

Dn 4 (Nebuchadnezzar’s madness)

• … and he was driven away from mankind and began eating grass like cattle, and his body was 
drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like 
birds' claws. (4:33)

• References to Nebuchadnezzar’s illness towards the end of his reign are found in Jos. (Ap. I:20) 
quoting Megasthrenes (c. 300 BC): Nabuchodonosor, after he had begun to build the 
forementioned wall, fell sick, and departed this life, when he had reigned 43 years. 

• The illness known as lycanthropy is well-attested. Dr M.G. Barker, a consultant psychiatrist, 
writes: As far as Nebuchadnezzar’s illness is concerned, the features are of a fairly acute onset of 
insanity, with the apparent delusional idea that he was an animal. The length of time that he was 
unwell is not clear, but he also seems to have  had a spontaneous remission and returned to 
sanity and changed his way of life and outlook subsequently. This kind of history is much more 
typical of a depressive illness with relatively acute onset, delusional beliefs of a morbid nature…

• Harvey Rostenstock, M.D. and Kenneth R. Vincent, Ed.D., The American Journal of 
Psychiatry 134:10, Oct 1977 wrote: Lycanthropy, a psychosis in which the patient has delusions of 
being a wild animal (usually a wolf), has been recorded since antiquity. The Book of Daniel 
describes King Nebuchadnezzar as suffering from depression that deteriorated over a seven-year 
period into a frank psychosis at which time he imagined himself a wolf.  Among the first medical 
descriptions were those of Paulus Aegineta during the later days of the Roman Empire.  In his 
description of the symptom complex, Aegineta made reference to Greek mythology in which Zeus 
turned King Lycaon of Arcadia into a raging wolf.  Thereafter, references to lycanthropy appeared 
in the ancient literature.  Many medieval theologians envisioned lycanthropy as a consequence of 
the evil eye.

• There is a remarkable confirmation by the discovery of a bronze door-step, which bears an 
inscription to the effect that it was presented by Nebuchadnezzar to the great temple at Borsippa 
as a votive offering on account of his recovered from a terrible illness (Easton’s). 

• He survived his recovery for some years, and died in 562, at age 83/84



Daniel 21

Dn 5 (writing on the wall)

• They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 
Suddenly the fingers of a man's hand emerged and began writing opposite the lampstand on 
the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, and the king saw the back of the hand that did the 
writing. Then the king's face grew pale and his thoughts alarmed him, and his hip joints went 
slack and his knees began knocking together. (5:4-6)

• Daniel interpreted the words on the wall in the style of the Babylonian diviners. As they stood, 
MENE, MENE, TEKEL PERES (sg of pharsin), were the names of weights known in Aramaic at 
the time. A mene was written on the wall twice; it is 50 shekels. Tekel is the Aramaic equivalent 
of a shekel. Peres is a fraction, perhaps half, of a shekel. This combination of names of 
weights could be compared to signs for dollars and cents written on a wall today, just 
inconsequential words.

• These signs would have been studied by the diviners for meaning by association. The 
Babylonian experts would sometimes use the methods of applying old texts to current 
circumstances by means of a play on words. Daniel was given a revelation by the Lord to 
explain the words, using a play on words. 

• MENE is related to the verb “to count”; TEKEL (Heb. shekel) is related to the verb “to weigh.” 
Thus Belshazzar was counted or weighed—and found wanting. For PERES, Daniel simply 
took the sound of the word as the Babylonian experts might have and interpreted it as referring 
to the Persians. 

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN (mn’ mn’ tql prs) written in Aramaic script of the 
6th to 5th c BC (IBD 2:981)



Daniel 22

Dn 5 (Belshazzar)

• Belshazzar (Akk. Bel-shar-usur; “Bel has protected the king”) oldest son of 
Nabonidus and the last king of the Neo-Bab Empire (5:1-2; 7:1; 8:1). Bab 
monuments speak a number of times of a Bel-shar-usur who was the firstborn 
son, the offspring of the heart of Nabunaid, the last king of the Bab empire.

• The Nabonidus Chronicle explicitly states that Nabonidus entrusted actual (co-
regent) kingship to Belshazzar (553) while he campaigned in central Arabia: 
He entrusted a campaign to his eldest, firstborn son; the troops of the land he 
sent with him. He freed his hand, he entrusted the kingship to him. Then he 
himself undertook a distant campaign. The power of the land of Akkad 
advanced with him; towards Tema in the midst of the Westland he set his 
face. . . He himself established his dwelling in Tema…That city he made 
glorious…hey made it like a palace of Babylon… 

• Apparently Belshazzar was lineally related to Nebuchadnezzar because his 
mother, Nitrocris, seems to have been Nebuchadnezzar's daughter. 
Moreover, son of in Semitic usage is equivalent to "successor of"; so one 
could properly be called a son of even if not in lineal descent (cf. R. P. 
Dougherty, Nabonidus and Belshazzar, [1929]). (Unger’s, ISBE)
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Dn 5 (Belshazzar)

• Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they clothed Daniel with purple 
and put a necklace of gold around his neck, and issued a 
proclamation concerning him that he now had authority as the third 
ruler in the kingdom. (5:29)

• In the ruins of the N Palace at Babylon a museum-like collection of 
'antiquities' was found, apparently collected by Nebuchadnezzar and 
his successors. The inscription on the cylinder was written by 
Nabonidus. The words were a prayer for a long life and good health 
for himself and his eldest son, whose name, clearly written, was 
Belshazzar. 

• Other inscriptions found indicate that Belshazzar was second in 
command to his father. The Babylonian records indicate that he 
became coregent in the 3rd year of Nabonidus's reign (553) and 
continued in that capacity until the fall of Babylon (539).

• This would explain why Belshazzar offered to make Daniel the third 
ruler in the kingdom and not the second.
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Dn 5 
(Belshazzar)

• That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain. 
(5:30)

• The Babylonian Chronicle seems to record the demise of 
Belshazzar in 538:
In the month Tammuz, Cyrus made battle at Opis on the Tigris 
among the soldiers of Akkad.
The people of Akkad raised a revolt: people were killed:
Sippar was taken on the 14th day without fighting. Nabonidus fled.
On the16th day Gobryas (Ugbaru), governor of Gutium
and the soldiers of Cyrus entered Babylon without fighting.
After Nabonidus they pursued.
He was captured in Babylon.
At the end of the month the forces of Gutium surrounded the gates 
of the Temple of Bel.
A religious Festival ... was not being made.
On the third day Cyrus descended to Babylon.
They filled the roads before him.
Peace was established in the city.
Cyrus promised peace to Babylon and all its inhabitants.
Gobryas appointed governors in Babylonia, and ...
the gods of the land of Akkad, whom Nabonidus had sent down to 
Babylon,
returned to their places.
On the eleventh day Gobryas went up by night against ***
and the son of the king [Belshazzar?] died. ...
There was weeping in Akkad, all the people bowed down their 
heads.
On the fourth day Cambyses son of Cyrus went to the Temple of 
Nebo...
(Pinches, op. cit. p.415.) (n)

Part of the Babylonian Chronicles 
in a cuneiform tablet (BM)

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXSR_=jc3&_IXSS_=%2524%2bwith%2ball_unique_id_index%2bis%2b%2524%3dOBJ4555%26_IXNOMATCHES_%3dgraphical%252fno_matches%252ehtml%26_IXMAXHITS_%3d1%26_IXDB_%3dcompass%26_IXSESSION_%3d1LjZr3L1t6e%26_IXFIRST_%3d1&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/lg&_IXimg=ps089241.jpg&submit-button=summary
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Dn 5 (Darius the Mede)
• So Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two. (5:31)
• Darius the Mede An unknown individual to history apart from the Book of Daniel.
• What is known about him? 

– Preceded Cyrus II to the throne of Babylon (‘received the kingdom’ = succeeded to the throne)
– Son of an Ahasuerus (or Xerxes), of the lineage of the Medes (9:1) i.e. ≠ Cyrus the Persian
– Specifically called “Darius the Mede”, to distinguish from Darius I Hystaspes
– Was aged 62 when he was made king (9:1 homlak: a causative passive that strongly suggests he 

was appointed king by some higher authority; 5:31 speaks of him as having received (qabbel) the 
kingdom rather than winning it by personal conquest)

– Had authority to appoint satraps, and appointed Daniel a governor, or ruler, of several of them 
– Threw Daniel into the den of lions (6:6-9), 

• Some scholars deny his existence, concluding that the writer of the Daniel was historically 
inaccurate since Persian inscriptions show that Cyrus II was the successor of Belshazzar.

• Two figures featured in the fall of Babylon (a) Ugbaru, who died 3 weeks later, and (b) 
Gubaru, governor of Babylon and the District beyond the River who took office in Cyrus’ 4th 
year. In his dealings with the Babylonian subjects, Cyrus was “king of Babylon, king of 
lands”.But it was Gobryas [Gk for Gubaru] the satrap who represented the royal authority 
after the king’s departure … Gobryas ruled almost as an independent monarch. (Olmstead, 
The History of the Persian Empire, Chicago: 1948)

• J. C. Whitcomb (Darius the Mede and the Four World Empires in the Book of Daniel, 
Cardiff, 1935) believed that Gubaru = Darius the Mede. But there is no specific evidence 
Gubaru was a Mede, named Darius, or a son of Ahaseurus.

• Prof D.J. Wiseman (IBD) identifies Darius with Cyrus II, as he took the title ‘king of the 
Medes’ though he is nowhere named a son of Ahaseurus or as ‘of the seed of a Mede.’ But 
Cyrus was in his early 20s when he assumed power, and conquered Babylon 20 years 
later. This view also requires Dn 6:28 to be retranslated in the reign of Darius, even (not 
and) in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
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Dn 5 (Darius the Mede)

• EBr explains “In the new empire they [the Medes] retained a 
prominent position, in honour and war they stood next to the 
Persian. Many noble Medes were employed as officials, satraps and 
generals.” 

• It is thus not surprising for Cyrus to appoint a viceroy over Babylon a 
trusted lieutenant who was a Mede for a year or two, till Cyrus 
himself could get back to Babylon and assume the throne there with 
due ceremony. This viceroy was given the title of Dar yawes 
(Darius) “The Royal One”.

• Cyrus appointed Gubaru to be ruler of Babylonia and of Ebir-nari 
after Babylon’s fall, from the 4th-8th year of Cyrus (535-32) and even 
as late as the 5th year of Cambyses (525). It seems in the 
transitional period of 539-538 he was a viceroy over Babylonia to 
bring it into full submission and co-operation with the Empire.

• Gubaru was born in 601, making him 62 when he invaded Babylon. 
He appointed sub-governors in Babylon (like Darius in 6:1). 
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Dn 5 (Darius the Mede)
• The Nabonidus Chronicle translated in ANET pp. 305-7 reads: In the month of 

Tashritu, at the time when Cyrus battled the forces of Akkad in Opis on the Tigris river, 
the citizens of Akkad revolted against him, but Nabonidus scattered his opposition 
with a great slaughter. On the 14th day, Sippar was taken without a fight. Nabonidus 
then fled for his life. On the 16th day, Gubaru [1] the leader of Gutium along with the 
army of Cyrus entered Babylon without any opposition. Later they arrested Nabonidus 
when he returned to Babylon. On the 3rd day of the month of Arahshamnu, Cyrus 
marched into Babylon, and they laid down green branches in front of him. The city 
was no longer at war, peace being restored. Cyrus then sent his best wishes to the 
residents living there. His governor, Gubaru, [2] then installed leaders to govern over 
all Babylon.

• It is now accepted that the “Gubaru” in [1] should be translated “Ugbaru” and the 
“Gubaru” in [2] remains. A number of later inscriptions in the reign of Cyrus refer to 
Gubaru, a governor of Babylon. He may be the same person as Gubaru of the 
Chronicle. Whitcomb thinks that he is. If so, then Gubaru was governor for at least a 
few years. 

• Ugbaru is the conqueror of Babylon, and the Gobryas of Xenophon's Cyropaedia 
(there identified as an Assyrian, not a Mede). Other scholars have termed Xenophon's 
account as merely a romance; for instance, it depicts a battle within the walls of 
Babylon, while the Chronicle says that the city was taken peacefully. 

• While it is true that we still cannot confirm who is this Darius the Mede, we can be 
certain he was a historical person. Prof Wiseman (‘Darius’, IBD): …the narrative has 
all the appearance of genuine historical writing, and in the absence of many historical 
records of this period there is no reason why the history should not be accepted. 
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Dn 6 (laws and records of Persian kings)
• During that night the king could not sleep so he gave an order to 

bring the book of records, the chronicles, and they were read before 
the king. (Es 6:1)

• Both kings and satraps relied on the services of a corps of scribes 
whose job it was to keep the imperial records. The nobility was 
educated, according to a traditional formula, “to ride a horse, to 
draw a bow, and to speak the truth.”  

• When a monarch needed to consult the annals, he needed help. On 
the cliff face at Behistun, Darius proclaims that the text “was 
inscribed and was read before me.”

• The king replied, "The statement is true, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked." (Dn 6:12)

• Achaemenid rulers in general expected laws to be enforced rigidly 
and impartially, whether they were their own Persian laws or local 
statutes, which for the most part were allowed to remain in place. 

• Daniel was forced into a den of lions for infringing one of the 
statutes despite the fact that he was a favoured servant of the king. 
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Dn 6 (lions’ den)

• Now when Daniel knew that the document was 
signed, he entered his house (now in his roof 
chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); 
and he continued kneeling on his knees three 
times a day, praying and giving thanks before his 
God, as he had been doing previously…Then the 
king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in and 
cast into the lions' den. The king spoke and said to 
Daniel, "Your God whom you constantly serve will 
Himself deliver you." (6:10, 16)

• Daniel would have been an old man of about 83 
when he was thrown into the den of lions. As 
Cyrus’ decree for the Jewish exiles to return to 
Jerusalem had already been promulgated, he may 
have been praying for the safe return of the exiles. 

AVN
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Dn 8 (River Ulai)• I looked in the vision, and while I was looking I was in 
the citadel of Susa, which is in the province of Elam; 
and I looked in the vision and I myself was beside the 
Ulai Canal. (8:2)

• Ulai (Gk Choaspes) A river which, running through 
the province of Elam, flowed through Shushan or 
Susa. Between its banks (v 16) Daniel heard a man’s 
voice telling Gabriel to explain the vision to Daniel, 
coming apparently from the waters which flowed 
between its two banks.

• There is little doubt that the Ulai is the Karkheh that 
originates in the central zone of the Zagros 
mountains. Its two upper courses are Kashkan and 
Seymareh join nr Pol-e Dokhtar. The united course, 
now called Karkheh, continues to Khuzestan (ancient 
Elam), reaches the Huralazim lagoon, and empties 
itself in the Persian Gulf, at Shatt al-Arab, near the 
border of modern Iran and Iraq.

• Hero. notes that the Persians regarded the Choaspes 
(its ancient name) as a sacred river and considered its 
water to be the most pure in the world. The 
Achaemenid king was supposed to drink only water 
from the Choaspes. 

• The Karkheh before it enters Khuzestan and changes 
from a swift mountain river into a slow and muddy 
stream of the fertile coastal plain. It now passes 2km 
W of Susa; E of this city was the Eulaeus (mod. Dez).
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Daniel’s Visions: Fulfillment in History

• And one said to the man dressed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the river, "How long will it be until the end of these 
wonders?“…As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, 
"My lord, what will be the outcome of these events?" (12:6, 8)

• God’s people are called into circumstances where they ask, as did 
Daniel. The message is perseverance and hope. The Book of 
Daniel is intended for the time of the end (8:17), and for as long as 
time lasts, to proclaim to all who believe that their times are in 
God’s hands, even in the midst of persecution. 

• The two-fold truth that the Book of Daniel proclaims is that: 
– The Most High rules (4:34)
– His saints will one day inherit a kingdom that shall never be destroyed 

(2:44).  
• The visions in ch 2 and 7 are similar, emphasizing the truth and 

certainty of the prophecy. 
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Daniel’s Visions: Fulfillment in History

Kingdom of God 
(eternal)

Messiah and saints 
given a kingdom

Stone that becomes a 
great mountain

Roman (168-AD 
476)

Nondescript beast 
with 10 horns and a 
little horn

Legs of iron, feet and 
toes of iron and clay

Greco-Macedonian 
(331-168)

Male goat with one 
great horn, four 
horns and little horn

Winged, 4-headed 
leopard

Belly and thighs of 
bronze

Medo-Persian (538-
331)

Ram with two hornsBearArms and breast of 
silver

Neo-Babylonian 
(606-538)

Winged lionHead of gold

3rd year of 
Belshazzar (552)

1st year of Belshazzar 
(554)

2nd year of 
Nebuchadnezzar (603)

-SushanBabylonBabylon

Kingdoms 
represented

Beasts (ch 8)Beast (ch 7)Image (ch 2)
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Dn 2 (Timeline of Vision)
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Dn 2 (Image)

• "You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a 
single great statue; that statue, which was large and of 
extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, 
and its appearance was awesome. The head of that 
statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of 
silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, 
its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.” (2:31-33)

• Iron is of less value than silver, gold or bronze, yet it 
was suited to crush opposing powers. Denotes 
toughness or ruthlessness, describing the Roman 
Empire that reached its greatest extent under Trajan 
(98-117 AD). 

• The final phase would be marked by some sort of 
federation rather than a single powerful realm. Iron = 
influence of the culture of ancient Rome, clay = 
inherent weakness in a socialist society based on 
relativism in morality and philosophy. (n)
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Dn 2 (Image)
• "You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large 

and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome. The 
head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of 
bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.” (2:31-33)

• Iron is of less value than silver, gold or bronze , yet it was suited to crush opposing powers. Denotes 
toughness or ruthlessness, describing the Roman Empire that reached its greatest extent under Trajan 
(98-117 AD). 

• The final phase would be marked by some sort of federation rather than a single powerful realm. Iron = 
influence of the culture of ancient Rome, clay = inherent weakness in a socialist society based on 
relativism in morality and philosophy. (n)

Distinction of two substances implies two stages of the Roman 
kingdom. 
Rome used iron in its military weaponry.
Modern Rome would be a federation of nations

Legs of iron, feet 
and toes of iron 
and clay

Greece used bronze extensively in their implements of warBelly and thighs 
of bronze

Two arms signified two distinct people, Medes and Persia.
Medo-Persia used silver as the standard of exchange

Arms and breast 
of silver

Marduk is called the god of gold
Babylon used gold extensively in buildings, images and shrines

Head of gold
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Dn 7  (Beasts)
• Daniel said, "I was looking in my 

vision by night, and behold, the four 
winds of heaven were stirring up the 
great sea. And four great beasts 
were coming up from the sea, 
different from one another... While I 
was contemplating the horns, behold, 
another horn, a little one, came up 
among them, and three of the first 
horns were pulled out by the roots 
before it; and behold, this horn 
possessed eyes like the eyes of a 
man and a mouth uttering great 
boasts.” (7:2-3, 8) (n)
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Dn 7 (Beasts)

Overwhelming destructive power.
10 horns represent 10 kings in the future
Little horn is the AntiChrist.

Nondescript 
beast with 10 
horns and a little 
horn

4 wings represented even greater swiftness than Babylon. In 8 
years, the Greeks conquered 18,000km of territory from Greece 
to India.
4 heads represent the division of the empire into 4 regions after 
Alexander the Great’s death in 323.

Winged, 4-
headed leopard

Larger than lion but slower. Medo-Persian empire was > that of 
Babylon, but its army moved slower. 
Bear raised on one side – federated empire, with Persia having 
ascendancy of authority and power over the Medes

Bear

Winged lions were practically the national symbol of Babylon.
Wings represent swiftness of movement

Winged lion
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Empires of the Four Beasts
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Dn 7 (Babylon lion and Greek leopard)
Lion. Enamelled tile and ceramic 
brick, from the Ishtar Gate, 
Babylon (IAM/Lessing ) (n)

Procession Road with marching lions, built by Nebuchadnezzar II. 
( 604–562) Moulded multicoloured glazed bricks with images of 
striding lions decorate the main processional street, while bulls 
and dragons similarly embellish the city gate named for the 
goddess Ishtar. View of the W wall. 6th c. Babylon. Coloured 
glazed terracotta tiles. Inv. VA Bab 1379-1409. (SMB-V/Klaus 
Goeken/Bildarchiv Preussischer Kulturbesitz)

Inverse of coin with portrait of 
Alexander the Great, wearing a 
diadem and the horn of Zeus 
Ammon. Ø29 mm. 
(Muenzkabinett, SMB/Reinhard 
Saczewski/Bildarchiv 
Preussischer Kulturbesitz 

The Battle of Issus between Alexander and Darius. Roman 
mosaic copy of Hellenistic original (Museo Archeologico 
Nazionale, Naples/Scala)
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Roman Empire History (1)
• By the year 338 Rome controlled Central Italy.
• The Punic Wars erupted between Rome and Carthage, with the latter being 

destroyed in 146. 
– First war (64-342)
– Second war (218-202) Hannibal terrified the Romans when he marched a herd of elephants 

over the Alps in 218 and defeated two large Roman armies. He also routed his enemy at 
Cannae in 216. Finally a Roman general named Scipio defeated Hannibal at Zama in 202. 
Rome then became the mistress of the Mediterranean. 

– Third war (149-146) The city of Carthage was taken and burned.
• Pompey, the famous Roman general, conquered Israel in 63. This was 

followed by a period of civil wars and uncertainty.
• The empire was then saved and consolidated by Julius Caesar during his 

famous Gallic wars (58-51). On the Ides of March, 44, Caesar was 
assassinated in Rome.

• The empire was then taken over by Octavius (later called Augustus) Caesar. 
He defeated Brutus and Cassius (two of the rebels who murdered Julius 
Caesar) at Philippi in 42. In 31 Octavius defeated the forces of Anthony and 
Cleopatra at Actium, and made Egypt into a Roman province. The Roman 
Empire now entered its zenith of power and glory. It was during Octavius' 
rule that our Lord was born (Lk 2:1). 

• Octavius (31 BC-AD 14) was succeeded by Tiberius Caesar (AD 14-37). 
The ministries of both John the Baptist and the Saviour took place at this 
time.
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Roman Empire History (2)
• Caligula (37-41), also known as Little Boots, was a ruthless maniac and was assassinated. Caligula 

was in power during the early part of the book of Acts. 
• Claudius (41-54) was poisoned by his own wife. Paul conducted his great missionary trips during his 

reign.
• Nero (54-68) degenerated into an insane monster after a normal 8-year reign. He murdered many 

Christians by falsely blaming them for the fire in Rome. Peter and Paul were martyred during his 
reign. In 68 Nero committed suicide.

• General Vespasian (68-79) became ruler, and tasked his son Titus to destroy Jerusalem. This was 
done in 70.

• Upon his death, Titus took the throne (79-81). During his rule the city Pompeii was destroyed by a 
volcano, Mt. Vesuvius.

• In 81 Domitian ascended into power. He banished John the apostle to the Isle of Patmos (Rv 1:9).
• In 284 Diocletian came into power. He is known as the last emperor to persecute believers, and also 

the most ruthless. Diocletian separated the Eastern empire from the Western and appointed 
Maximian to rule the eastern part. In 305 he resigned.

• When Diocletian left the throne, two men immediately began contending for it. One was the son of 
Maximian, and the other was Constantine. Constantine soundly defeated his rival in 312 just outside 
Rome at a place called Milvian Bridge. 

• In 313 Constantine issued the Edict of Toleration which in effect made Christianity his state religion. 
He was the honorary president of the First Council of Nicaea in 325.

• Julian the apostate, the nephew of Constantine, became ruler after the death of his uncle. He 
attempted to replace Christianity but failed. His dying words on a battlefield in 363 were: “Oh 
Galilean, thou hast conquered at last!”

• Theodosius the Great (378-395), a champion of Christianity, once more divided the empire into 
Eastern and Western sections (as Diocletian had previously done).

• During the years of 450-455 Attila the Hun and the Vandals plundered Italy and Rome.
• In 476 Romulus Augustulus, the last Roman Emperor, was dethroned.
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Dn 8 (Beasts)

• I saw him come beside the ram, and he was enraged at him; and he 
struck the ram and shattered his two horns, and the ram had no 
strength to withstand him. So he hurled him to the ground and trampled 
on him, and there was none to rescue the ram from his power. (8:7) (n)

Goat with one horn = Alexander the Great, symbolising the 
concentration of power.
4 horns = the division of his kingdom among his 4 generals upon 
his death
The little horn (also 11:21) = Antiochus IV Epiphanes who came 
out of the Seleucid division. 

Male goat with 
one great horn, 
four horns and 
little horn

Two horns = the two kingdoms of Media and Persia (the higher 
one)
The guardian spirit of Medo-Persia was portrayed as a ram with 
sharp pointed horns and the Persian king wore the head of a 
ram when he stood at the head of his army.

Ram with two 
horns
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Dn 8 (Beasts)
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Grecian Empire History
• 338 (BC) Philip of Macedonia conquered Greece.
• 336 He was assassinated and succeeded by his son, Alexander III the Great at 

the age of 20.
• 334 Alexander crossed the Hellespont (which separated Asia Minor from the 

Middle East). 
– First defeated the Persians at Granicus in 334. 
– Routed them again at Issus in 333. 
– Destroyed Tyre, spared Jerusalem, and was welcomed by Egypt. Here he founded 

the city of Alexandria. 
– Forever crushed the Persians at Gaugamela, 120km NW of Arbela, in 331. .

• 327 He invaded India, pushing to Afghanistan, the Indus River and 
Bahawalpur. At this time he also laid plans to rebuild the city of Babylon to its 
former glory.

• 323 His battle-weary troops forced him to return W to Babylon in 327, where he 
died of a fever at the age of 32, just one month short of his 33rd birthday.

• and his mighty empire was soon divided by his four generals. 
– Ptolemy ruled Egypt. Cleopatra came from this line.
– Seleucus took Syria. From here came the notorious Antiochus Epiphanes IV (176-

163).
– Cassander took Greece and Macedonia. 
– Lysimachus ruled Asia Minor.

• Ptolemy ruled from 323-283 and Seleucus from 304-281 (11:5)
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9:24-27 (The Seventy Weeks)
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Dn 11:1-2 (Persian kings)
• In the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be an encouragement and a 

protection for him. And now I will tell you the truth. Behold, three more kings 
are going to arise in Persia. Then a fourth will gain far more riches than all of 
them; as soon as he becomes strong through his riches, he will arouse the 
whole empire against the realm of Greece. 

• The events which the angel goes on to foretell are the central concern. 200 
years of Persian are passed over in v2 as the theme is the Greek empire and 
the struggles between the two E states (3-20) with armies marching through 
Judea. All this leads to the main theme, the time of oppression, which is to 
overthrow all that the loyal believer holds dear. There will be unprecedented 
trouble, deliverance of the faithful and resurrection for judgment (12:1-4). 

• Four kings Historically there were 9 Persian kings after Cyrus in the Medo-
Persian Empire, excluding the usurpers between Cambyses and Darius, but 
only the first 4 are highlighted.  

• Cyrus II the Great (559-530) was succeeded by (1) his elder son Cambyses II 
(529-523). (2) One Gaumata (whom some mistakenly as the Artaxerxes of Ez 
4:7-23) seized the throne in Mar 523, masquerading as Bardiya (Darius I 
called him Smerdis), a younger brother Cambyses had secretly assassinated. 
After a year or two, (3) one of Cambyses’ officers Darius I Hystaspes (522-
485) killed the imposter and seized the throne. He was defeated by the 
Greeks at Marathon. He was succeeded by (4) his son Xerxes I (Ahaseurus) 
(486-465) a fourth who in his 3rd year launched his great campaign against 
Greece in 480 and was routed at Salamis (480) and at Plataea (479-78). 
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Dn 11:3-4 (Alexander the Great)
• And a mighty king will arise, and he will rule with great 

authority and do as he pleases. But as soon as he has 
arisen, his kingdom will be broken up and parceled out 
toward the four points of the compass, though not to his 
own descendants, nor according to his authority which 
he wielded, for his sovereignty will be uprooted and 
given to others besides them. 

• Greece was foretold to be the successor empire after 
Persia. The successors of Xerxes are not mentioned. 
The mighty king in this verse is Alexander the Great. 

• as soon as he has arisen clearly suggests that this 
conqueror was going to have a comparatively brief 
reign. He died young (323). 

• Alexander the Great was the king of Macedon (336-323) 
who began his pan-Hellenistic expedition in 336 that led 
to the collapse of the Persian Empire.  During his 
decade-long campaign He brought the land of Galilee 
and Judea under western Hellenistic influence, forever 
changing the way of thinking in Israel. Alexander the Great bust 

from Manissa, 3rd c BC
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Dn 11:3-4 (Alexander’s successors)
• not to his own descendants His posterity did not receive the 

kingdom -- Philip Arrhidaeus (317), his half-brother; 
Alexander IV (310), his legitimate infant son, and Hercules, 
his illegitimate son, were all murdered. Thus there were no 
descendants or blood relatives to succeed Alexander himself.

• After a period of imperial regency under Perdiccas (murdered 
in 321) and Antigonus (who was finally crushed at Ipsus in 
301), the empire was divided among his four generals. Not 
one of these reached to the glory of Alexander's dominion.

• His kingdom was divided into according to the points of the 
compass, of which two, N (Seluecid) and S (Ptolemaic) 
feature in the subsequent account. The initial arrangement 
was: 
(1)Greece and Macedon under Antipater and then 

Cassander
(2)  Thrace and Asia Minor under Lysimachus
(3)  All Asia except Asia Minor and Israel, under Seleucus
(4)  Egypt and Israel under Ptolemy

Head of Alexander the 
Great (3rd c) from 
Pergamon, Turkey 
(IMA/Lessing) 
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Seleucid Empire

• The Seleucid empire was a major centre of Hellenistic culture and it 
maintained the pre-eminence of Greek customs and manners over the 
indigenous culture of ANE. 

• A Greek-speaking Macedonian aristocratic class dominated the Seleucid 
state, especially in urban areas. 

• The Seleucids permanently acquired Israel in 198. This expansion to Israel 
was followed by a policy of Hellenisation. This challenged Judaism, for it 
appealed with its sophistication and economic benefits. 

• One of its rulers, Antiochus Epiphanes, was best known for promoting Greek 
culture and institutions. He was the tyrant and oppressor of the Jews. His 
deeds of oppression, blasphemy and sacrilege are fully described in the 
Book of the Maccabees.

• For details of historical development in accordance with the prophecy, see 
(n) in the following slides.  
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Dn 11 (chronology)
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11:5

• Then the king of the South will grow strong, 
along with one of his princes who will gain 
ascendancy over him and obtain dominion; his 
domain will be a great dominion indeed. 

• The King of the South = Ptolemy I Soter, son of 
Lagus, founder of the Ptolemaic dynasty in 
Egypt (323-283). 

• One of his princes = Seleucus I Nicator, 
founder of the Seleucid empire.

• It was a great dominion covering Babylonia, 
Syria and Anatolia, up to the Indus. 

Ptolemy I Soter (cs 300) 
(IMJ/Lessing )

Seleukos I Nikator (312 to 280) 

Gold octadrachm of BC. The portraits on the 
obverse (front) of this coin are of Ptolemy I 
Soter (305-282 BC) and his queen Berenice I, 
the legend above them reads 'Theoi' ('gods'). 
(BM/HIP)
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11:6

• After some years they will form an alliance, and 
the daughter of the king of the South will come to 
the king of the North to carry out a peaceful 
arrangement. But she will not retain her position 
of power, nor will he remain with his power, but 
she will be given up, along with those who 
brought her in and the one who sired her as well 
as he who supported her in those times.

•  The daughter of the king of the South = 
Berenice, daughter of Ptolemy II Philadelphus 
(285-246), who gave her to the king of the North 
Antiochus II Theos (261-246). She was 
assassinated by Antiochus’ ex-wife Laodice.

Ptolemaios II Philadelphos and his sister 
Arsinoe II who was also his wife. Ptolemaic 
cameo (278) cut of the 9 layers of an 
Indian Sardonyx. (Kunsthistorisches 
Museum, Vienna/Lessing )

Antiochus II, Theos
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11:7-9
• 7 But one of the descendants of her line will arise in his 

place, and he will come against their army and enter 
the fortress of the king of the North, and he will deal 
with them and display great strength. 8 Also their gods 
with their metal images and their precious vessels of 
silver and gold he will take into captivity to Egypt, and 
he on his part will refrain from attacking the king of the 
North for some years. 9 Then the latter will enter the 
realm of the king of the South, but will return to his own 
land. 

• One of the descendants of her line = Berenice’s brother 
Ptolemy III Euergetes (246-221) who seized the port of 
Antioch.

• He seized Syria’s gold and idols back to Egypt.
• the king of the North = Seleucus II Kallinikos (246-226) 

who was defeated in his counter-attack on Egypt in 
240.  

Ptolemy III, Euergetes

Seleukos II, Kallinikos

Ptolemy III
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11:10-12

• 10 His sons will mobilize and assemble a multitude of 
great forces; and one of them will keep on coming and 
overflow and pass through, that he may again wage war 
up to his very fortress. 11 The king of the South will be 
enraged and go forth and fight with the king of the North. 
Then the latter will raise a great multitude, but that 
multitude will be given into the hand of the former. 12 
When the multitude is carried away, his heart will be 
lifted up, and he will cause tens of thousands to fall; yet 
he will not prevail. 

• His sons = Seleucus III Keraunos (226-223) and one of 
them [who] will keep on coming Antiochus III the Great 
(223-187).

• The king of the South = Ptolemy IV Philopater who 
defeated Antiochus (who amassed a great multitude of 
68,000) with an immense army of 75,000.

• Ptolemy IV returned to Egypt after negotiating peace 
with Syria.

Seleukos III, Keraunos

Ptolemy IV 
Philopater (coin  and 
bust)
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11:13-14

• 13 For the king of the North will again raise a greater 
multitude than the former, and after an interval of 
some years he will press on with a great army and 
much equipment. 14 Now in those times many will 
rise up against the king of the South; the violent ones 
among your people will also lift themselves up in 
order to fulfill the vision, but they will fall down. 

• The king of the North = Antiochus III
• The king of the South = Ptolemy V Epiphanes (204-

180). 
• Many will rise up = Egyptian rebels; violent ones 

among your people = Jewish revolutionaries

Head of Antiochus III 
the Great 
(LV/Lessing)

Ptolemy V, Epiphanes

Antiochus III the Great

The Battle of Raphia was fought 
at mod. Rapha in the Gaza Strip 
on 22 Jun 217, between Ptolemy 
IV and Antiochus III. 
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11: 15-17
• 15 Then the king of the North will come, cast up a 

siege ramp and capture a well-fortified city; and the 
forces of the South will not stand their ground, not 
even their choicest troops, for there will be no 
strength to make a stand. 16 But he who comes 
against him will do as he pleases, and no one will 
be able to withstand him; he will also stay for a time 
in the Beautiful Land, with destruction in his hand. 
17 He will set his face to come with the power of his 
whole kingdom, bringing with him a proposal of 
peace which he will put into effect; he will also give 
him the daughter of women to ruin it. But she will 
not take a stand for him or be on his side. 

• The king of the North = Antiochus III, who secured 
peace with Egypt in 195, seizing Coele Syria, the 
Beautiful Land Israel and Phoenicia. 

• The well-fortified city = Sidon. 
• He made a proposal of peace treaty with Ptolemy V 

and gave his daughter the daughter of women 
Cleopatra I in marriage to secure his flank. 

The Fortress at Sidon

Cleopatra I. Daughter of 
Antiochus III and Leodike, 
married to Ptolemy V in 
194/3 thus approving 
peace between Ptolemies 
and Seleucids. She was 
mother of 3 rulers: 
Ptolemy IV, Ptolemy VII 
and Cleopatra II. After 
Epiphanes’ death in 180 
she became regent and 
held rule in behalf of her 
minor child, Ptolemy VI. 
She died in 178/7. 
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11:18-20

• 18 Then he will turn his face to the coastlands and capture 
many. But a commander will put a stop to his scorn against 
him; moreover, he will repay him for his scorn.19 So he will 
turn his face toward the fortresses of his own land, but he 
will stumble and fall and be found no more. 20 Then in his 
place one will arise who will send an oppressor through the 
Jewel of his kingdom; yet within a few days he will be 
shattered, though not in anger nor in battle. 

• The coastlands Antiochus conquered the islets of Asia 
Minor and tried to get Greece and was eventually decisively 
defeated at Magnesia by a commander Roman general 
Scipio Asiaticus. 

• Antiochus was murdered near Susa (stumble and fall). 
• He was succeeded by his son Seleucus IV Philopator in 

187. Seleucus was assassinated (shattered) by Heliodorus 
in 175.

(L) Seleukos 
IV, Philopator

(R) Cornelius 
Scipio Asiaticus, 
who with his 
brother Scipio 
Afriacanus 
defeated Antiochus 
at Magnesia

The pass at Thermopylae. The modern 
road marks the ancient shoreline. Here 
Antiochus III was met and defeated by 
the Romans
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11:21- 24

• 21 In his place a despicable person will arise, on whom the 
honour of kingship has not been conferred, but he will come 
in a time of tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue. 22 
The overflowing forces will be flooded away before him and 
shattered, and also the prince of the covenant. 23 After an 
alliance is made with him he will practice deception, and he 
will go up and gain power with a small force of people. 24 In 
a time of tranquility he will enter the richest parts of the 
realm, and he will accomplish what his fathers never did, nor 
his ancestors; he will distribute plunder, booty and 
possessions among them, and he will devise his schemes 
against strongholds, but only for a time. 

• The despicable person (little horn in chp 8) = Antiochus IV 
Theos Epiphanes (God Manifest; aka Antiochus Epimanes 
(the Mad)) (175-163) who ousted his nephew by intrigue 
seduction. He defeated his enemies.

• the prince of the covenant is either Ptolemy VI Philometer, or 
more likely, Jason (Onias III), the high priest whom he 
replaced by Menaleus. Under the guise of peace (an alliance 
= feigned friendship), he invaded Egypt. 

Tetradrachm of Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes (IMJ/Lessing )

Gold ring: Ptolemy VI 
Philometor, in Egyptian 
double-crowned headdress. 
2nd c (LV/.Réunion des 
Musées Nationaux/H. 
Lewandowski)
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Antiochus IV Epiphanes
• The images on the coins illustrate the 

official metamorphosis of Antiochus IV 
into a deity.  

• (Tp R) The obv (a silver tetradrachma) 
bears the clean-shaven likeness of the 
king wearing the royal diadem. The rev 
portrays an enthroned bearded Zeus 
with sceptre in his L hand and the figure 
of winged Victory (Gk Nike) in his 
outstretched R hand. The inscription 
(with top at L edge) reads: Basileos 
Antiochou, (continuing to L of throne) 
Theou Epiphaniou (concluding at 
bottom) Nikephorou ["of King Antiochus, 
God Manifest, Victory (Nike) bearer']. 

• (Bt R) The obv of the bronze coin at the 
right portrays a bearded Antiochus as 
Zeus laureate himself, wearing the 
victor's wreath.  

• The rev identifies the image: "of King 
Antiochus, God Manifest." Both coins 
were minted in Antioch. 

Gk inscription on coin from reign of Antiochus IV reads ΑΝΤΙΟΧΟΥ 
ΘΕΟΥ ΕΠΙΦΑΝΟΥ ΝΙΚΗΦΟΡΟΥ.

Silver Coin of 
Antiochus IV. Obv: 
Head of Antiochus as 
Zeus, laureated. Rev: 
ΒΑΣΙΛΕΩΣ 
ΑΝΤΙΟΧΟΥ ΘΕΟΥ 
ΕΠΙΦΑΝΟΥΣ 
ΝΙΚΗΠΟΡΟΥ. Zeus 
seated on throne, 
holding Nikē. 

Antiochus IV AR Tetradrachm. Antioch, ca 173/2–169/8. Diademed 
head R / Zeus enthroned L, holding Nike & sceptre 
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11:25-29
• 25 He will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the South 

with a large army; so the king of the South will mobilize an extremely 
large and mighty army for war; but he will not stand, for schemes will be 
devised against him. 26 Those who eat his choice food will destroy him, 
and his army will overflow, but many will fall down slain. 27 As for both 
kings, their hearts will be intent on evil, and they will speak lies to each 
other at the same table; but it will not succeed, for the end is still to come 
at the appointed time. 28 Then he will return to his land with much 
plunder; but his heart will be set against the holy covenant, and he will 
take action and then return to his own land. 29 At the appointed time he 
will return and come into the South, but this last time it will not turn out 
the way it did before. 

• The king of the South = Ptolemy VI Philometor. After Antiochus IV 
invaded Egypt, Ptolemy VI was forced to share his rule of Egypt with 
those who eat his choice food may mean Antiochus his uncle, his 
counsellors or his siblings Ptolemy VIII Euergetes and Cleopatra II. 

• Antiochus pretended to ally with Ptolemy VI. He returned to Syria, and 
on his way he reinstated Menalaus as high priest and killed 80,000 
Jews. His second invasion to Egypt in 168 was eventually thwarted by 
Rome. 

Ptolemy VI, Philometor
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11:30-31

• 30 For ships of Kittim will come against him; 
therefore he will be disheartened and will return 
and become enraged at the holy covenant and 
take action; so he will come back and show regard 
for those who forsake the holy covenant. 31 
Forces from him will arise, desecrate the sanctuary 
fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice. 
And they will set up the abomination of desolation. 

• ships of Kittim (Cyprus) = Roman fleet. 
• Antiochus’ Egyptian foray was frustrated by the 

Roman envoy Popillius Laenas, and vented his 
anger on Judea supported by Hellenized Jews 
those who forsake the holy covenant. He set up 
the Akra in the City of David as his citadel the 
sanctuary fortress, and among other infamous acts 
of militant Hellenization set up the abomination of 
desolation the altar of Zeus in the Temple. 

A Roman ship

Overall view of the Zeus altar, erected c. 180 BC 
during reign of Eumenes II (197-159) at Pergamon. 
(Antikensammlung, SMB/Lessing)

Statue of Zeus 
in Olympia 
(illustration)

http://www.the-colosseum.net/images/nave2.jpg
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Militant Hellenization of Antiochus IV
• All kinds of infamies were perpetrated by Antiochus and the most awful obscenity 

permitted and encouraged at this time:
– Accompanied by Menalaus, Antiochus robbed the sanctuary and temple treasury  and 

removed all the sacred vessels valued at 1800 talents (2 Macc 5:I5-21). 
– All people had to worship Greek gods. Any Jew who refused, or who prayed to Yahweh, or 

observed rites like the Sabbath, circumcision, Jewish dietary laws and the feast days, was 
put to death. This was calculated to raise the bitterest resistance in the hearts of law-abiding 
Jews.

– The Seleucid forces began a concerted and public effort to implement the new laws. All 
Temple offerings and sacrifices were forcibly abolished and the Temple was dedicated to 
Zeus Olympios. On the 25th Kislev (16 Dec) the abomination of desolation, viz the statue of 
Zeus Olympius /Jupiter, was set up in the Temple which was renamed the Temple of Zeus 
Olympus. Even if the actual statue was not installed in the Temple as early as 25 Kislev, the 
altar of daily sacrifice was certainly desecrate, and in its place an latar to Zeus was erected 
at that time. Thus the Second Temple was desecrated just as Solomon’s was by Ahaz (735-
15) who set up an idolatrous altar (2 Ki 16:10-16) and by Manasseh (695-42) who set up 
images of heathen gods (21:3-5). 

– Ten days later, the ultimate blasphemy was committed when a sow was sacrificed upon the 
altar and its broth sprinkled over the entire building. 

– Any mother found with a circumcised infant was killed together with the infant
– He introduced lewd practices, changing the Feast of Tabernacles into the Feast of Bacchus 

the god of wine. Jews were required to celebrate this drunken orgy. 
– Soldiers and harlots performed licentious heathen rites in the Temple
– Sacrifices were made at the feet of an idol in the image of the king (Antiochus was the first 

ruler to ever call himself God on a coin)
– All Torah scrolls were seized and burned

• Such has been the remarkable fulfillment of this prophecy. 
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11:32-34
• 32 By smooth words he will turn to godlessness 

those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but 
the people who know their God will display 
strength and take action. 33 Those who have 
insight among the people will give understanding 
to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by 
flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days. 
34 Now when they fall they will be granted a little 
help, and many will join with them in hypocrisy. 35 
Some of those who have insight will fall, in order to 
refine, purge and make them pure until the end 
time; because it is still to come at the appointed 
time. 

• the people who know their God will display 
strength and take action: the Maccabean uprising 
began in 167. The Makibim were Jewish rebels 
who fought Antiochus IV. 

• The festival of Hanukkah (“dedication”) on 25 
Kislev commemorates the cleansing of the Temple 
by Judas Maccabaeus. 

Child Lighting Hanukkah Candles (Hanukia) 
(IRI/Israle Talby)
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11:36-12:3
• Walvoord (pp 281-82) explains: 
• The entire section from Daniel 11:36 to 12:3 constitutes a revelation of the 

major factors of the time of the end, namely:
– A world ruler,
– A world religion,
–  a world war,
– A time of great tribulation for Israel,
– Deliverance for the people of God at the end of the tribulation [by which 

Walvoord means those who become converted after the NT church as been 
removed by the Rapture at the beginning of the seventieth Week],

– Resurrection and judgment, and
– Reward of the righteous.

• All of these factors are introduced in this section. Added elsewhere in the 
Scriptures are the additional facts that this time of the end :

– begins with the breaking of the covenant by the prince that shall come (9:26-27); 
– will last for three and a one-half years (7:25; 12:7; Rv 13:5); 
– is the same as the time of Jacob’s troubles and the great tribulation (Je 30:7; Mt 

24:21)
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11:36-45 (the Anti-Christ)
• 36 Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak 

monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is 
decreed will be done. 37 He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will 
he show regard for any other god; for he will magnify himself above them all. 38 But instead he will honour a 
god of fortresses, a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honour him with gold, silver, costly stones and 
treasures. 39 He will take action against the strongest of fortresses with the help of a foreign god; he will give 
great honour to those who acknowledge him and will cause them to rule over the many, and will parcel out land 
for a price. 40 At the end time the king of the South will collide with him, and the king of the North will storm 
against him with chariots, with horsemen and with many ships; and he will enter countries, overflow them and 
pass through. 41 He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but these will be rescued 
out of his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon. 42 Then he will stretch out his hand 
against other countries, and the land of Egypt will not escape. 43 But he will gain control over the hidden 
treasures of gold and silver and over all the precious things of Egypt; and Libyans and Ethiopians will follow at 
his heels. 44 But rumours from the East and from the North will disturb him, and he will go forth with great wrath 
to destroy and annihilate many. 45 He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the 
beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him. v 36 the indignation 12:1 a time 
of distress such as never occurred = the Great Tribulation, with focus on the Jews in Israel

• the king will do as he pleases : this man will be self-serving like Alexander (8.4, 11.3) and Antiochus the Great 
(11.16). Here the passage stresses his presumptuous claims to be above gods. the king of the North = the 
Antichrist

• He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women: He will not regard the Father nor 
His Son (the desire of women to bring forth the Messiah). Some commentators deduce that the Antichrist will 
be an apostate Jew, but it does not necessarily follow, for the pagans worship the gods of their fathers. The 
Antichrist will be an atheistic or ungodly dictator, and will represent himself as the incarnation of the power and 
will of the gods, if such there be.   

• the Beautiful Land = Israel; until the indignation is finished i.e. the king will rule only until God’s wrath is 
completed

• V 40 the king of the North will storm against him like a sudden destruction v 45 between the seas i.e. the Dead 
Sea and the Mediterranean (perhaps at Megiddo). the beautiful Holy Mountain = Mt Moriah. 

• The emphasis is on his character, his persecution of Israel and that the proud are allowed to be prosperous and 
seemingly to succeed in all they set out to do, only to be cut down suddenly yet he will come to his end, and no 
one will help him; a crushing disaster will overtake this ruler. .
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11:36-12:1 (the Beast)

Shall honour a god of fortresses
Shall not regard any god
Shall not regard the desire of women
Shall not regard the god of his fathers

Shall prosper till the time of wrath has been accomplished

Shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods

Exalt and Magnify Himself above every God

Characteristics of the King (the Beast)
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12:1-3

• 1 Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over 
the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of 
distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that 
time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in 
the book, will be rescued. 2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of 
the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to 
disgrace and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who have insight will 
shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and 
those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and 
ever. 

• at that time = the period of the career of the Antichrist and the 
fortunes of God’s covenant people. The closing verses of ch 11 deal 
with his military and political career, but here is described his 
internal policy toward the community of God’s people.

• will be rescued  Israel’s deliverance is associated with the time of 
her greatest suffering; she will be saved in her time of tribulation. 

• Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake = the 
general resurrection


