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King David (1010-970)

After He had removed him, He raised up David to be 
their king, concerning whom He also testified and said, 

"I HAVE FOUND DAVID the son of Jesse, A MAN 
AFTER MY HEART, who will do all My will.‘” (Acts 

13:22)
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King David

• David (government, army, 
kingdom map, campaigns)

• 1 Sa 20:16 House of David (
Tel Dan inscription, Mesha 
stela)

• 1 Sa 22 Adullam (cave)
• 2 Sa 5:9-12 Jerusalem (Gihon, 

the Millo, palace)
• 5:18 Valley of Rephaim
• 8:3 Zobah
• 8:9-10 Hamath (

biblical significance)

• 10:17 Helam
• 12:29 Rabbah (Amman, 

the Citadel)
• 16:5 Bahurim
• 17:17 En-rogel
• 20:15 Abel Beth Maacah
• 1 Ch 19:7 Medeba
• 1 Ki 2:10 David’s burial
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David
• David (“beloved”, probably a shortened form of “beloved of Yahweh”) second king of the 

United Kingdom of the Israelites, ancestor of Jesus Christ, and writer of numerous psalms. 
The record of David's life is found in 1 Sa; 2 Sa 1:1-24:25; 1 Ki 1:1-2:46; and 1 Ch.

• He was a member of the Bethlehemite family of Jesse, who was himself reckoned in the 
late genealogy of Ruth as the grandson of Boaz and Ruth (Ru 4:18-22). Hence Moabite 
blood flowed in his veins, and this fact was apparently not forgotten in later days 1 Sa 22:3-
4), though afterward David dealt severely with the Moabites 2 Sa 8:2). David had at least 
six brothers and two sisters (1 Ch 2:13-16). 1 Sa 16:10-11; 17:12 report 8 sons for Jesse. 

• Anointed by Samuel at Bethlehem (1 Sa 16:13)
• Coronated by Judah in Hebron (2 Sa 2:4)
• Was in conflict with Ish-bosheth for 2 years. Upon his death, David was elected king over 

all the people of Israel at the age of 30. He immediately began work to establish a United 
Kingdom.

• One of his first acts as king was to attack the fortified city of Jebus. Although the 
inhabitants thought it was safe from capture, David and his army took it by storm using the 
waterway to the Gihon Spring. 

• The Philistines dislodged him from Hebron. He set up his military headquarters NE of 
Hebron at the cave of Adullam for the battle with the Philistines at the Valley of Rephaim 
and the victory at Baal-perazim

• Fought further battles at Damascus, Zobah, Hamath, Ammon, Rabbah. 
• Hadadezer was defeated at Helam. 
• Absalom’s rebellion: Shimei cursed David at Bahurim; Absalom defeated at Mahanaim
• Sheba, another rebel, was defeated at Abel of Beth-maacah
• Adonijah’s rebellion was at En-rogel
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David (government)
• Ruled from Hebron for 7½ yrs and Jerusalem for remaining 33 yrs
• 8 wives and 21 children, apart from other wives and concubines
• Commander of the army: Joab, s/o Zeruiah
• Commander of the bodyguard (Kerethites and Pelethites): Benaiah s/o 

Jehoiada
• Minister over the forced labour (n): Adoniram
• Recorder: Jehoshaphat s/o Ahilud
• Secretary: Seraiah (Sheva)
• High priests: Zadok, Ahimelech (2 Sa 8:17), Abiathar (20:25) [the 

explanation is that this Ahimelech is a son of Abiathar, not to be confused 
with Abiathar’s father Ahimelech]

• David’s priest: Ira the Jairite
• 12 administrative chiefs over 11 tribes (excluding Asher and Gad)
• Heads over the treasuries, storehouses and various agricultural 

departments 
• Counselor: Jonathan, David’s uncle
• Governor of David’s children: Jehiel s/o Hacmoni
• King’s counselor: Ahithophel (until he joined Absalom), Hushai the Archite
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David (army)

There were 3 groups:
1. The gibborim of 600 “mighty men” (1 Ki 1:8; 1 Sa 16:6; 2 Sa 

20:7; 1 Ch 28:1) comprising
• The Three
• Chief of the Thirty
• The Thirty who were probably captains over the divisions of 

20 each
2. Troops levied from the tribes constituting a revolving standing 

army (12 Divisions of 24,000 each. One Division was on duty 
each month, so the army had 288,000 men 1 Ch 27:1-15)

3. Foreign mercenaries of Kerethites and Pelethites acting as the 
royal bodyguard (2 Sa 8:18; 15:18; 20:7; 1 Ki 1:38, 44)
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David (kingdom map)
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David (campaigns)
• David’s key military campaigns 

during the early years of Israelite 
political expansion in Israel and 
Transjordan:

2. Defeat of the Negev tribes
3. Capture of Jerusalem
4. Conflict with the Philistines in the 

Rephaim Valley
5. Overthrow of Philistine hegemony in 

the Shephelah
6. Annexation of the Sharon Plain
7. Seizure of Megiddo and the 

annexation of the Jezreel Valley
8. War against Moab
9. Subjugation of Edom
10.Campaign against the Arameans and 

Ammonites
1
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1 Sa 20:16 House of David

• So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, 
"May the LORD require it at the hands of David's enemies." (1 Sa 
20:16)

• So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this 
day. It came about when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had 
returned, that they sent and called him to the assembly and made 
him king over all Israel. None but the tribe of Judah followed the 
house of David. (1 Ki 12:19-20)

• There are so far two epigraphic evidences of David:
(1) Tel Dan stela (9th c ) “house of David”
(2) Stela of the Moabite king Mesha (c. 849–820) “house of David”
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House of David (Tel Dan inscription)
• Critical scholars used to doubt that 

the king David of the Bible ever 
existed. David and Solomon are 
known biblically as the founders of 
the House of David, referring to 
the dynasty of kings beginning 
with David. 

• In 1993 an inscription on remains 
of a black basalt stele was found 
dated to the 9th c BC at Tel Dan.

• The significance of the inscription 
is that (n):
– “Hadad” made the writer king 
– The writer boasts of his 

military achievements 
involving the King of Israel 

– He mentions Beit David (“The 
House of David”), the first 
reference to David outside the 
Bible
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House of David (Tel Dan inscription)

• The fragments were part of a wall dated to the 9th c 
(n) and are inscribed in Aramaic. Much of the text is 
missing, but lines 4-9 are discernible (# are line #):

1. [ ... ] and cut [ ...] 
2. [ ... ] my father went up [against him when] he fought at [ ... ]
3. And my father lay down, he went to his [ancestors]. And the 

king of I[s-]
4. rael entered previously in my father’s land. [And] Hadad 

made me king
5. And Hadad went in front of me, [and] I departed from [the] 

seven [ ...-]
6. s of my kingdom, and I slew [seve]nty kin[gs], who 

harnessed thou[sands of cha-] 
7. Riots and thousands of horsemen (or: horses). [I killed 

Jeho]ram son of [Ahab]
8. king of Israel, and [I] killed [Ahaz]iahu son of [Jehoram kin-]
9. g of the House of David. And I set [their towns into ruins and 

turned]
10. their land into [desolation ...] 
11. other [ ...and Jehu ru-]
12. led over Is[rael ...and I laid ]
13. siege upon [ ...]                                                                         

The Tel Dan inscription

(IAA /photo by IMJ)
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House of David (Tel Dan inscription)
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House of David (Mesha stela)

• A second mention of David is from a recent 
translation of the last fragment of the Mesha 
stele (Moabite stela of King Mesha) by 
Frenchman Andre Lemaire: 

• As for the house of David, it resided in 
Horonen, and Chemosh said to me, “Go down, 
wage war against Horonen.” So I went down 
and besieged the town, and took it. Chemosh 
had restored it to me during my lifetime 
[remainder of text lost]. (SMH, 
www.fas.harvard.edu/~semitic). 

House of David: Mesha 
stele, 1888 at modern 
Diban, dating ≈ 840.

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~semitic
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1 Sa 22  
Adullam

• Adullam ("retreat“, "refuge") Canaanite city fortified by Rehoboam (2 Ch 11:7) called the 
glory of Israel (Mi 1:15). David hid in the cave of Adullam (1 Sa 22). It, like the city, was 
down from the central ridge (1 Sa 22:1; 2 Sa 23:13). The city was in Judah; and David and 
his men were in Judah (1 Sa 23:3) when, apparently, the cave was their headquarters. 
Gad advised David to return to Judah (22:3,5) when he had left the cave. 

• (tp L, R) Adullam (= T. esh-Sheikh Madhkur) was SW of Jerusalem, about midway to 
Lachish and 14km NE of Beit Jibrin on a hill above the SE extension of the Valley of Elah 
where David killed Goliath. The route that passed nearby connected the Ridge road to the 
coast. 

• It was best known for the nearby caves near the top of a hill in the middle of the valley. Hill 
where the city of Adullam is located. On the side of this hill is the cave where it is believed 
that David hid when he was running from Saul (22:1). 

• The well at the foot of the hill and the commanding view of all directions from the caves 
provided an ideal refuge. The pits or underground vaults, 4.6-6m deep in soft limestone or 
chalky cliffs were good hiding places. 

• Conder considered 'Aid-el-Ma as an alternative, with the cave region found in that vicinity. 
It lies 13km NE of Beit Jibrin, 16km SW of T. es Safyeh (Gath), and half way between 
Socoh and Keilah,150m above the Valley of Elah, barring the Philistines' progress up this 
valley to Judah's grain lands.

Site of Adullam on the 
E end of the Elah 
valley (BP)
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Adullam (cave)
• Cave of Adullam1 Sa 22 says that David hid in the 

cave of Adullam. 
• The cave in Adullam figured in several events in 

David’s life and in the tribe of Judah (n):
– A refuge when he fled from Saul (1 Sa 22:1)
– A stronghold in his war against the Philistines (2 Sa 

23:13-17; 1 Ch 11:15-19). 
– Where he wrote Ps 57, 142 at the time of his 

experiences
• At Adullam is a hill some 150m high pierced with 

numerous caverns, in one of which David gathered 
together everyone who was in distress, and everyone 
who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented 
(1 Sa 22:2), about 400 men. 

• Today there are many caves at the site and it is not 
clear which one or ones David used, as many have 
been used and modified in the years since. Some are 
large enough to hold 200 or 300 men. 

• The traditional site on the S cliff of Wadi Khureitun, 
between Bethlehem and the Dead Sea, 5km NE of 
Tekoa, cannot be well maintained.

One of the caves at Adullam (BP)

Another cave 
at Adullam 
(Sandals/ 
Gordon Franz)
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2 Sa 5:9-12 Jerusalem
• So David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built all 

around from the Millo and inward. David became greater and greater, for the LORD 
God of hosts was with him. Then Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David with 
cedar trees and carpenters and stonemasons; and they built a house for David. And 
David realized that the LORD had established him as king over Israel, and that He 
had exalted his kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.(2 Sa 5:9-12)

• Jerusalem The Canaanite/Jebusite city that David conquered in c. 1000. It was a 
mere 3.6ha on a ridge S of today’s Temple Mount. The ridge is still called the City of 
David. More details here.

• This conquest was an exceedingly important event, making possible the choice of the 
city as his political and religious capital. His first step after becoming king of Israel 
was to move his residence from the capital of Judah to the extraterritorial city which 
he named Jerusalem. Since it was captured during his reign, Jerusalem also came to 
be known as the City of David. David built his palace here. 

• He showed great wisdom in selecting Jerusalem as the focal point of his new 
government. He realized its strategic importance and doubtless had it in mind as his 
new capital before conquering it. Two reasons:

– It was on the border of Judah and Israel. This neutral location would allay the jealousy 
between the N and S portions of his kingdom. Its liberation from the Canaanites 
opened the highway between Judah and the North, expedited commercial and social 
intercourse, and helped further to unite the kingdom.

– Its topography made it easy to defend, being on a hill with valleys on the E, W sides 
making invasion by the enemy difficult. The S portion consisted of ravines that made 
an attack from this position unwise. The best point from which to attack Jerusalem 
was the N, which had the highest elevation of any portion of the city.

http://www.bibarch.org/EditorsPick/bswbEPSubPage.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=23&Issue=1&ArticleID=5
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Jerusalem (Gihon)
• David said on that day, "Whoever would strike the 

Jebusites, let him reach the lame and the blind, 
who are hated by David's soul, through the water 
tunnel." (2 Sa 5:8 cf 1 Ch 11:6)

• A lot of interpretation has gone into that rendering. 
A more literal translation: "Everyone who strikes a 
Jebusite v'yigga (and touches) the tzinnor (water 
duct?)… and the lame and the blind are hated of 
David's soul, which is why it is said that the lame 
and the blind shall not enter the house."

• We are not sure what tzinnor meant, although later 
it came to mean “water pipe”.

• In antiquity the Gihon gushed intermittently (Gihon 
means “gusher”; the rock was later cut in such a 
way that it would provide a steady flow.) In David’s 
time, the area around the spring was called Gihon.

• Gihon is a place in the Bible: to [or in] Gihon (1 Ki 
1:33, 38). When Adonijah anointed  himself king 
near Ein Rogel, a less regular spring just S of the 
city, David placed Solomon on his (David's) own 
mule and anointed him in Gihon (1:45; cf. Zc 9:9.) 
Solomon probably had the Spring Tower and the 
Pool Tower before him, by then 700 years old.

• It is tempting to think that the military 
challenge was literally to touch the 
water shaft. In order to do so, the 
army would have had to conquer the 
old towers guarding the spring and 
the pool. It would not have been 
necessary to fight more deeply into 
the city.

• Merely holding the area of Gihon 
would force a capitulation. That may 
well be what transpired, because the 
Jebusites likely continued to live in or 
near the city after David's conquest: 
e.g. Ornan was a Jebusite who 
owned the threshing floor that David 
bought (n). 

http://www.netours.com/2003/City-of-David-quotes.htm
http://www.netours.com/2003/first-jm-MB-water.htm
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Jerusalem (the Millo)
• (R) The Canaanites/Jebusites built the now 

famous Stepped-Stone Structure (14th to 13th c), 
internally comprising a huge fill. It was 
constructed at the highest point in the city, which 
was at its extreme N end, just inside the city wall. 

• Built up over a steep slope descending to the 
Kidron Valley. It served as the vast foundation 
for an impressive artificial platform that added a 
level area of ≈ 185m² at the top of the hill. The 
Jebusite Fortress of Zion (Metsudat Zion; 2 Sa 
5:7, 9) was probably built on this level area.

• K. Kenyon (1960s) identified the fill structure with 
the Millo (n). Eilat Mazar, grand-daughter of 
respected archaeologist Benjamin Mazar, 
agrees. The link between the Millo and the the 
Stepped-Stone Structure is very appealing:

– The name “Millo” means “filling”
– Its location fits well with the Bible’s description of the 

Millo’s strategic importance to the City of David e.g. 
its importance in Hezekiah’s defence during 
Sennacherib’s siege in the late 8th c (2 Ch 32:5). 
From Solomon onwards, the kings of Judah rebuilt 
and reinforced the Millo as a complex architectural 
unit of prime strategic importance (1 Ki 9:15, 24).
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Jerusalem 
(palace)

• David set out immediately to fortify and beautify his capital. The 
size of his family alone suggests an extensive court, but no 
evidence of a 10th/9th c palace building has yet been found. 

• Eilat Mazar believes the site is on the N edge in an area known as 
the City of David. In 2005, she found underneath a Second Temple 
period room, extensive monumental thick foundation walls. Pottery 
found in the room dated to 10th-9th. 

• She found a bulla of a late 7th c royal official named Jehucal, son of 
Shelemiah, son of Shevi (Je 37:3, 38:1), indicating that the site 
was an important centre of the monarchy. However, the site of 
David’s palace is still open pending further confirmation. 

• Hiram of Tyre built David’s palace of Lebanese cedars (2 Sa 5:11; 
1 Ch 14:1) (n), and so it was likely to have been in Phn style and if 
so, would have resembled a small-scale version of Solomon’s 
palace at Jerusalem, such as that found at Megiddo.

• Hiram also built Solomon’s palace but no trace has survived; 1 Ki 
7:1–12 gives a brief description. David Ussishkin (UTA) has 
reconstructed this palace plan based on this text, aided by 10th c 
archaeological parallels that match the Biblical description in Syria 
and Turkey. 

• These palaces are called bit-hilani, Akk for a structure with a 
colonnaded entrance portico, or porch. The bit-hilani from the 
acropolis of Zincirli in Turkey are especially good parallels. 

• Ussishkin considers the closest parallel to be the Megiddo palace 
(Bldg 1723) of Solomon, highly likely to have been in the same Phn 
style as that in Jerusalem. 

• His reconstruction of the Megiddo bit-hilani plan is a nearly 21m 
square palace fortress, with A, a N entrance hall with 2 pillars in 
the facade (bt R showing restored entrance from 9th c Hazor with 
distyle in antis piers supporting large proto-Ionic capitals, now in 
IMJ); B the largest room next to C a large courtyard surrounded by 
residential rooms. The building had 2 staircases leading to an 
upper storey. A guard tower apparently defended the entrance.

javascript:OpenImage(%22http://www.bib-arch.org/EditorsPick/bswbImage.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=23&Issue=01&ImageID=05722&SourcePage=bswbEPsubpage.asp%22)
javascript:OpenImage(%22http://www.bib-arch.org/EditorsPick/bswbImage.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=23&Issue=01&ImageID=05720&SourcePage=bswbEPsubpage.asp%22)
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2 Sa 5:18 Valley of Rephaim
• Now the Philistines came and spread 

themselves out in the valley of Rephaim. (2 Sa 
5:18)

• Valley of Rephaim (mod. el-Buqei'a in the 
Samarian hills), SE of Tubas. While the valleys 
around the city were rather narrow, the main 
Kidron joined others into a broad open area a 
bit S. This Valley connected to the Sorek, 
which formed a broad highway inland from the 
Philistine Plain. 

• When David became king over all Israel, the 
Philistines, judging that he would now become 
their uncompromising enemy and hoping to 
take advantage of the unsettled situation with 
his coronation, suddenly attacked Hebron, 
forcing David to take refuge in the stronghold 
at Adullam (5:17-22).

• The Philistines occupied the valley of 
Rephaim, on the W and SW of Jerusalem, 
cutting it off from Bethlehem. From here, they 
could send raiding parties to capture the grain 
harvest, and eventually take Jerusalem. At this 
time, David longed for the water in Bethlehem 
(23:15-17). 

• After God’s direction, he attacked from the 
direction of an old pagan shrine village called 
Baal-perizim (“Lord of the Breakthrough“, 
denoting a strong flowing stream) and 
completely routed  the Philistines. 

• After his victory, David changed the connotation 
from that of Baal to Yahweh, who was Lord of 
this particular breakthrough. He paints an image 
of water bursting through a dam. 

• A second time, the Philistines gathered in this 
same valley (5:22). Doubtless they had made 
plans based on the last battle.

• The Lord told David to come around the S side, 
which would be quite unexpected. Stealth and 
surprise attacks in battle was rather uncommon 
in his days, as the movement of large numbers 
of troops was hard to conceal. David led his 
army to Gibeon, and attacked the Philistines 
from the S.

• The Lord set a memorable signal of the sound 
of troops in the mulberry trees overhead David’s 
position. 

• This time the Philistines fled N, and were 
pursued as far as Geba and Gezer, indicating 
the path of their flight. Geba is in N Benjamin, 
while Gezer was far to the W just in Philistine 
territory. Most likely the pursuit went through 
Beth Horon, the city split between the head and 
foot of a long stone stairway. 
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2 Sa 8:3 Zobah

• Then David defeated Hadadezer, the son of Rehob king of Zobah, 
as he went to restore his rule at the River. (2 Sa 8:3)

• Zobah A portion of N Syria (province or kingdom) lying between 
Hamath and the Euphrates, so closely connected with Hamath that 
the great city was sometimes called Hamath-zobah. 

• Same as Aram-zobah, (Ps 60, title), to the S of Coele-syria, and 
extending from the E slopes of Lebanon N and E toward the 
Euphrates.

• Saul, David, and Solomon all had trouble with the people of Zobah 
(1 Sa 14:47; 1 Ki 11:23-25; 2 Sa 8:3,5,12; 23:36; 1 Ch 18:3,5,9; 
19:6; 2 Ch 8:3; Ps 60:1).

• David conquered Zobah and their mighty army which possessed 
1000 chariots, 700 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers.
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2 Sa 8:9-10 Hamath

• Hamath (“fortress, citadel”; modern Hamah) capital of a kingdom of Upper Syria of 
the same name, on E bank of the Orontes, 51km N of Emesa, 120km S of Aleppo. In 
the fertile and well-watered valley of Lebanon at the foot of Hermon (Js 13:5) towards 
Damascus (Zc 9:2; Je 49:23). Called Hamath the great in Am 6:2, and Hamath-zobah 
in 2 Chr 8:3.

• Occupied by Aramaeans, but its Hittite monuments show that it also had once been a 
Hittites settlement. Originally a Canaanite colony (cf. Gn 10:18). King Tou or Toi allied 
with David (2 Sa 8:10). 

• In the Battle of Karkar in 853, Hamath joined with Ben Hadad of Damascus and Ahab 
of Israel, against Shalmaneser III of Assyria. In 740 Azariah formed a league with it 
against Assyria, but it fell to Assyria which annexed its 19 districts. 

• In 720 its revolt under a certain Yahu-bihdi was suppressed, and its people deported 
to Samaria (2 Ki 17:24, 30), where they worshipped their god Ashima. Some 
Israelites were also transplanted to Hamath (Is 11:11). In later Assyrian history 
Hamath became a Syrian province and a Persian one in the time of Nehemiah.

• A most important town, on one of the main trade routes to the S from Asia Minor. 
Shalmaneser claims to have captured 89 towns belonging to it. 

• The kingdom of Hamath occupied the great plain lying on both banks of the Orontes 
from the fountain near Riblah to Assamea 58km to the N, and from Lebanon on the W 
to the desert on the E. 

Now when Toi king of Hamath heard that David 
had defeated all the army of Hadadezer, Toi sent 
Joram his son to King David to greet him and 
bless him (2 Sa 8:9-10)
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2 Sa 8:9-10 Hamath (biblical significance)
• Hamath The N-most city in the mountainous region of Israel not too far S of Syrian Antioch. As part of 

the N borders of Syria, this fortress secured the rest of Israel from N invaders. 
• Nu 31:89 described the borders of the Promised Land as extending from Mt Hor in Edom across the 

desert to the E under Kadesh-barnea and to the Wadi El Arish (River of Egypt). From there it extended 
along the whole of the sea coast as far N as Hamath. 

• Thus all of Syria and Phoenicia (Lebanon) are in the land of promise as part of the larger possessions 
of Israel, if not as an inheritance of tribal boundaries. The entering in of Hamath describes its position, 
from the W between the N end of Lebanon and the Nusairiyeh mountains S of the alluvial plains of the 
Euphrates.

• Js 13:5 similarly describes the land as having Hamath as the N border. David controlled Syria and 
placed garrisons in Damascus and the fortified places N of Hamath on the Euphrates. 

• The king of Hamath became tributary to the united kingdom of Israel (2 Sa 8:3-9ff; see also 1 Ch 13:3).
• Israeli occupation was followed by settlements in the occupied territories which were no longer called 

from Dan to Beersheba, but now from Mt Hor to Hamath. David called all Israel to assemble from the 
regions from the border of Egypt to Hamath when he brought the ark into Jerusalem (1 Ch 18:5).

• Solomon in dedicating the Temple called the Israelites to assemble from the River of Egypt to Hamath, 
indicating the spread of Israeli settlement in the now fully controlled territory of Syria-Phoenicia (1Ki 
18:65; 2 Ch 7:8). He confirmed his control and extended settlement by building a number of store and 
fortress cities in the region around Hamath (2 Ch 8:4).

• Israel’s kings continued to claim this territory. Jeroboam II recovered these areas and extended the 
borders of Israel to Hamath and also garrisoned troops in Damascus (2 Ki 14:25-28) 
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2 Sa 10:17 Helam

• Now when it was told David, he gathered all Israel together and 
crossed the Jordan, and came to Helam. And the Arameans arrayed 
themselves to meet David and fought against him. (2 Sa 10:17)

• Helam (“place of abundance”) A place on the E of Jordan and W of 
the Euphrates where David gained a great victory over the Syrian 
army under the command of Shobach (2 Sa 10:16).

• The town named Alema (1 Macc. 5:26), modern 'Alma in the 
Hauran, 48km E of the Sea of Galilee, is the probable location 
(Unger’s).

• An alternative location is on the border between Damascus and 
Hamath, based on the Greek form Eliam (LXX Ezk 47:16) (IBD). 
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2 Sa 12:29 Rabbah

• So David gathered all the people and went to Rabbah, fought 
against it and captured it. (2 Sa 12:29)

• Rabbah Not included in the territory of the tribes E of Jordan; the 
border of Gad stops at Aroer which is before Rabbah (Js 13:25).

• Abishai probably led his forces to Rabbah while holding the 
Ammonites in check (2 Sa 10:10,14), whereas the main army, under 
Joab, rested at Medeba (1 Ch 19:7). 

• The next year Rabbah was made the main point of attack, with Joab 
in command (11:1); after a siege, probably of 2 years, it was taken 
(12:26-29; 20:1). We are not told whether the city was demolished 
or whether David was satisfied with the slaughter of its inhabitants.

• Rabbah, Rabbath-Ammon = modern Amman, capital of Jordan, 
about 35km E of the Jordan, in a valley that is a branch or perhaps 
the main course of the Wadi Zerka, usually identified with the 
Jabbok. 
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Rabbah (Amman)
• Amman is the capital of The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; 

38 km E of the Jordan.  Called in ancient times Rabbath-
Ammon (“main town of Ammon”).  Situated on a plateau 
750m high, on the edge of the Arabian desert.

• Built on the site at the source of the Jabbok, it came to be 
known as the City of Waters (2 Sa 12:27). 

• An important trading centre on the Transjordanian (King’s) 
Highway on the main commercial route between Damascus 
and Arabia. This strategic location made it a frequent victim 
of attack. 

• Ammonites inhabited its region. The Israelites were warned 
not to harass the Ammonites or to take any of their land as 
they were Lot’s descendants (Gn 19:38; Dt 2:19, 37). 

• Here King Og had an enormous 1.8x4m iron bedstead. The 
term "bedstead" may also be translated "sarcophagus." In 
either case, its value was great as, at the beginning of the 
IRA, iron was rare and expensive (Dt 3:11). 

• Joab besieged the city. While his army was there, David 
sinned with Bathsheba. He completed its capture (2 Sa 11:1-
12:31; 1 Ch 20:1-3). 

• Several prophets proclaimed its downfall. Jeremiah foretold 
its destruction and restoration (Je 49:2, 3, 6). Ezekiel 
pronounced its destruction for rejoicing at Israel’s exile (Ezk 
21:20; 25:5). Amos spoke of the judgment of Rabbah for the 
Ammonite’s brutal attack on Gilead (Am 1:13-15). 

• Rebuilt and renamed Philadelphia under Ptolemy 
Philadelphus (285-246), who brought Hellenizing influences 
to it. It was the S city of the Decapolis. Later, in 63 BC, 
Pompey conquered it for the Roman Empire. 
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Rabbah (the Citadel)
• David secured his hold on Rabbath Ammon with a marriage alliance between his 

son Solomon and Na’amah, an Ammonite princess. Under the influence of 
Na’amah, Solomon built a sanctuary for the Ammonite god Milcom (1 Ki 11:7). 
Na’amah later gave birth to Rehoboam (c. 928–911) (I Ki 14:21, 31; 2 Ch 12:13).

• Archaeological excavations on the Citadel may provide evidence for part of this 
story. Joab apparently was able to weaken the Ammonites by capturing the city 
of waters (2 Sa 12:27) This very likely means that he captured Rabbath’s water 
supply, allowing the Israelites to overrun the town.

• Salvage excavations in 1969 along the N edge of the upper terrace uncovered 
structures dating to the 10th or 9th c. Although the material had been severely 
disturbed by modern building, the excavators were able to delineate the outline 
of a city wall and possibly a gateway. 

• Within the area enclosed by the wall, a 1.8m-high tunnel had been cut down 
through the bedrock to a stairway, which in turn descended into a large 
underground chamber 6m wide, 17m long and 7m high—parts of which were 
located outside (though below) the city wall.

• This chamber resembles hidden underground water systems at Megiddo and 
other IRA sites in Israel, so it is possible that it is indeed the King’s Pool captured 
by Joab, a reservoir that supplied the city’s citizens. This reservoir extending 
outside the walls of the N part of the city -- the one part of the city not protected 
by steep cliff -- was the weakest part of the town’s natural defences.
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Rabbah (the Citadel)
• The Citadel (Jebel al-Qal’a) in Rabbath-Ammon served as an 

Ammonite acropolis during the Bronze and Iron Ages, and Roman, 
Byzantine and early Islamic Periods.

• Loc on a rocky outcrop overlooking modern Amman, on a 850m high 
L-shaped plateau of about 16ha with 3 levels or terraces. 

• Surrounded by precipitous wadis on all sides but the N, giving it 
seclusion and protection. Below the S flank (the long E-W base of 
the L) flows the Sayl Amman, which joins the Wadi Zarqa (the 
Jabbok). 

• The Jabbok starts in a strong spring at the citadel. This spring likely 
gave the city its name, the city of waters (2 Sa 12:27). 

• The N side was not as protected and thus was the most vulnerable 
to attack. 

• It is likely that David’s men concentrated their campaign against the 
city at this point, and perhaps it was here that Uriah was killed at 
David’s order (2 Sa 11:16-17). (BP)
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Rabbah (the Citadel) (n)

The Citadel is in the heart of Amman.  The structures on the top of include the 
“Temple of Heracles/Hercules,” a Byzantine Church, a variety of Umayyad 
structures, and the archaeological museum (HLP)

Plan of the Amman Citadel 
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2 Sa 16:5 Bahurim

• When King David came to Bahurim, behold, there came out from 
there a man of the family of the house of Saul whose name was 
Shimei, the son of Gera; he came out cursing continually as he 
came. (2 Sa 16:5)

• Bahurim A place in the territory of Benjamin on an old road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho followed by David in his flight from Absalom (2 
Sa 15:32-16:5 ff). It ran over the Mt of Olives and down the slopes to 
the E. 

• Here Paltiel was parted from his wife Michal by Abner (3:16). 
• Home of Shimei, who ran along a ridge of the hill cursing and 

throwing stones at David (16:5; 1 Ki 2:8). 
• Here a woman concealed Jonathan and Ahimaaz, the messengers 

of David in a well (17:18 ff). 
• Home of Azmaveth, one of David's heroes (23:31; 1 Ch 11:33)
• Identified with modern Ras et-Tmim, just E of Mt Scopus
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2 Sa 17:17 En-rogel

• Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were staying at En-rogel, and a maidservant would 
go and tell them, and they would go and tell King David, for they could not be 
seen entering the city. (2 Sa 17:17)

• En-rogel ("fountain of the treaders"). The "foot fountain," also called the "fullers' 
fountain or well“. Here the fullers cleansed their garments by treading them in 
the water of the spring (Js 15:7;18:16;2 Sa 17:17). 

• The traditional site is the well of Job, Arab. Bir Aiyub, or the well of Jeremiah, 
200m S of the junction of the Valleys of Hinnom and of Kidron, SE of the hill 
Op'hel. The well is 45m deep and was one of the water sources of ancient 
Jerusalem. It marked the N boundary point of Judah (Js 15:7) before David 
captured Jerusalem. 

• An alternative location is W of the Sorek watershed.
• Adonijah’s abortive attempt to gain the throne by sacrificing here (1 Ki 1:9) 

suggests the site had cultic associations. Gihon Spring, where Solomon was 
anointed, is 600m farther N.

Valleys of Jehoshaphat and 
Hinnom. Job's Well (En Rogel, 
1936?) (Matson 00939)

Job's Well (En-Rogel) 
(Matson 06747) 
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2 Sa 20:15 
Abel Beth 
Maacah

• They came and besieged him in Abel Beth-maacah, and they cast up a 
siege ramp against the city, and it stood by the rampart (2 Sa 20:15)

• Abel Beth Maacah ("meadow of the house of oppression") Name uses the 
explicative conjunctive Abel i.e. Beth-maacah, indicating two alternative 
names rather than one of 3 parts. In 2 Sa 20:14,18, it is called simply Abel. 

• Identified with Tell Abel Bet Maakha within the modern village of Abil el-
Qamh, Heb. Abel Maim (“Meadow of the Waters”; 2 Ch 16:4), but is as yet 
unexcavated (n). 

• An important town in the N Naphtali, 20km N of Lake Huleh, called a 
mother in Israel (20:19). Loc at the juncture of two major roads. It 
terminated the road that ran N from Hazor through the Huleh Basin. It was 
on the road passing through Dan on the E and ending at Tyre on the W. To 
the E of Dan was the intersection of the ICH and the one to 
Damascus. These highways became the invasion routes of Assyrian and 
Aramaen armies. 

• Besieged by Joab to get Sheba son of Bichri (20:14). Later besieged by 
Ben-hadad, and Tiglath-pileser (20:14; 1 Ki 15:20; 2 Ki 15:29). 

• During the Hellenistic and Roman periods the town was known as Abila. 
Eus. Ono. Sacra 32:16 called it a city of the Phoenicians. 
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1 Ch 19:7 Medeba

• So they hired for themselves 32,000 chariots, and the king of Maacah and his people, who 
came and camped before Medeba. And the sons of Ammon gathered together from their 
cities and came to battle. (1 Ch 19:7)

• Medeba (“waters of quiet”) Moabite city, about 24km SE of the entry of the Jordan into the 
Dead Sea, lying on the King’s Highway, the main N-S route through Transjordan. The city is 
mentioned with Heshbon and Dibon (Nu 21:30).

• Source of conflict between Moab and Israel. Apparently the Ammonites controlled it in David’s 
time,  for the Syrian allies of the Ammonites camped before Medeba before their defeat by 
Joab. 

• The Moabite Stone states that Omri of Israel captured Medeba, probably from Moab, and the 
Israelites controlled the city for 40 years. Mesha, king of Moab, recaptured and rebuilt it.

• Jeroboam II of Israel probably recaptured Medeba again (2 Ki 14:25). He probably pushed the 
Moabites S of the Arnon and regained control of the plain by Medeba. If so, it was a short-
lived victory; for Isaiah's oracle against Moab (Is 15:2) indicated that in his time Medeba was 
once again under Moabite control.

• The modern Arab village of Madaba (Madiyabah) is built on the ruins of biblical Medeba. 
Madaba lies in central-S Jordan, 32km S of Amman, on a natural elevation of the 
Transjordanian plateau that commands the surrounding fertile countryside to N, S and E.

• In 1896, during construction of the Church of St. George, the beautiful Madaba Map was 
found. This map was originally part of the floor of a Byz church, built during the reign of 
emperor Justinian, 527-565 AD. It is the oldest extant map of Israel. 

• 5 other Byz churches have been discovered in Madaba, all with mosaics. This has led to 
Madaba’s designation as "the city of mosaics.“ 

Tell Hesban view of Medeba 
Plateau (BP) 
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1 Ki 2:10 David’s burial
• Then David rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of 

David. (1 Ki 2:10)
• The tombs known as T1-T8 were excavated by Raymond Weill 

(1913-14). In 1924, the last tomb (T9) was found.
• Hershel Shanks, editor of BAR, believes David's tomb location 

may have been discovered at T1. It is a long tunnel (L:16m, 
W:2.4m, H:13m) with a lower level, a back wall with a deep 
impression (similar to later First Temple tombs that were 
fouind) where a body, sarcophagus/burial container could be 
placed (L:1.8m, W:1.2m) and steps leading down to another 
entrance where presumably an additional person wanted to be 
laid to rest. 

• T1 rests on a mound that is surrounded by the lesser tombs 
(T2-T9). Shanks’ reasoning for this being David’s burial spot: 
(a) The City of David (size 4-4.5ha then) was loc on the E ridge 
of the city, S of the present Temple Mount; (b) the kings of 
Judah (David to Ahaz) were buried within the city (1 Ki 2, 11, 
14, 15, 22. 2 Ki 9, 12. 2 Ch 9, 12); (c) the Davidic tombs were 
in the S part of the city (Ne 3:16) where these tombs are 
located. 

• Minimalists say that T1-T9 are not tombs and that they do not 
date to the time of David. Kenyon called T1 a cistern but said 
that if it was it used this way it was unusual and she could not 
explain how it could be used as one. Gabriel Barkay said that 
T1 was used for wine in the Roman period but did not know 
what its earlier use was for. Shanks defends his claims in that 
little is known about First and Second Temple tombs, that T1 is 
not characteristic of any tombs found in Israel except those 
near it (T2-T9). No tomb found in Jerusalem can be dated to 
the time of David and no one knows what a tomb from David's 
time looked like (BAR, Jan/Feb 1995, 62-67). 

(L) Royal tomb, wine cellar and water cistern are 
some of the functions archaeologists have proposed 
for the deepest opening cut into this rocky slope in the 
City of David. Its original use has been disputed since 
Raymond Weill discovered what he believed to be the 
tombs of the kings of Judah. The largest and most 
elaborate, T1, appears at L, with T3 to the R.
If these are tombs, the City of David cemetery 
provides evidence of a rare ancient practice: burial 
within a city. The Mishnah, the compilation of Jewish 
oral law dating to about 200, forbids interments inside 
a walled city, but the Bible describes an exception—
royal entombments (1 Ki 1:51). Weill’s tombs were 
found precisely where the Bible says the kings of 
Judah were buried. (Werner Braun)


