
Acts: Philip and Peter 1

Acts of the Apostles: In the Steps of 
Peter and Philip

“…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to 

the remotest part of the earth.“ (Ac 1:8)
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Philip and Peter’s journeys

• Philip, Peter and Paul’s early journeys (map)
• Acts 2: Peter’s sermon, David’s tomb
• Acts 5: Gamaliel
• Acts 8-9: Philip and Peter
• Acts 8: Simon Magus
• Samaria-Sebaste
• Azotus
• Gaza
• Ethiopian eunuch (chariot, baptism)
• Lydda
• Joppa
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Philip, Peter, Paul’s Early Journeys

• This map is a broad view of 
the area where some key 
events took place which were 
described in Acts 1-12. 

• Immediately following His 
resurrection, the Lord told His 
disciples “and you shall be 
My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.“ 
(1:8)
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Acts 2
• But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, 

raised his voice and declared to them: "Men 
of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you and give heed to 
my words.  

• "For these men are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only the third hour of the 
day; but this is what was spoken of through 
the prophet Joel….

• Now when they heard this, they were 
pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what 
shall we do?" 

• Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is for you and your children 
and for all who are far off, as many as the 
Lord our God will call to Himself." (2:14-16, 
37-39)

AVN
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Acts 2: 
David’s 
Tomb

• "Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both )
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.” (2:29)

• Although it was not an Israelite custom to bury the dead in towns or cities, royalty 
was an exception. The Bible records that David was buried in Jerusalem (1Ki 2:10). 
Many later kings were also buried in Jerusalem, although not all in the designated 
tombs of the kings. During the restoration of Jerusalem under Nehemiah, the area 
around the tombs of the kings was repaired (Ne 3:16). 

• Josephus notes that Herod the Great had broken into David's tomb at night to 
plunder its riches, only to discover a previous king had already looted it (Ant. 
16:7:1). David's tomb was widely known even when Jos. wrote his account decades 
after Peter's sermon. 

• A.T. Robertson notes: "His (David's) tomb was on Mt. Zion where most of the kings 
were buried. The tomb was said to have fallen into ruins in the reign of the Emperor 
Hadrian (AD 117-138)" (Word Pictures in the New Testament). 

• Although archaeologists don't agree on whether the extensive tomb area discovered 
almost a century ago in the S end of Jerusalem is the location of the tombs of the 
kings of Israel, the location agrees with accounts mentioned in the Bible and does 
have the backing of some prominent scholars. 

• Hershel Shanks, editor of BAR, writes: "The proposed site of David's tomb, and of 
others adjacent to it, is precisely where one would expect to find the burial site 
mentioned in the Bible--in the southern part of the City of David, an area that would 
normally be forbidden to burials. 

• "In 1913 to 1914 a Frenchman named Raymond Weill excavated this area and 
found several tombs that he numbered T1 to T8...The most magnificent of these 
tombs is T1. It is a kind of long tunnel or artificially excavated cave 52½ feet long, 
over 8 feet wide and over 13 feet high...The fact that some extravagant, even 
ostentatious tombs were located precisely where the Bible says the kings of Judah, 
including King David, were buried certainly suggests to a reasonable mind that the 
fanciest of these tombs (T1) may well have belonged to King David" (BAR, Jan-Feb, 
1995, p. 64). 

• Precise identification is difficult because the area was heavily quarried in later 
centuries and only portions of the tombs remain. Whether more research can 
confirm this site as David's tomb or not, we can be confident that Peter could point 
to an area in Jerusalem where everyone knew David's tomb was located and could 
attest that his remains were still there. 
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Acts 5: Gamaliel

• But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood 
up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time. (5:39) 

• Gamaliel who opposed the apostles' execution was Paul’s teacher (22:3). Most scholars 
accept the Jewish tradition (n1) that he was the grandson of Hillel, the founder of a 
dominant school (in late 1st c AD) of the Pharisees, a major branch of Judaism. It gives a 
context for his life and teachings. 

• The Shammai was a stricter interpretation of the law relating to private practices of Jews 
e.g. if there was a doubt about the ritual cleanness of an object, the Shammai would tend 
to say it was unclean whereas the Hillel would tend to a more lenient interpretation and 
declare it ritually clean. At the time of Gamiliel, the house of Shammai was predominant.

• Gamiliel is usually depicted as issuing interpretations that tend towards leniency. In 
almost all cases, the traditions portray him as taking practical necessity into account in 
deciding issues.  

• All evidence we have leads to the conclusion that Gamaliel lived and died a Jew, and did 
not become a Christian. His speech to the council in ch 5 does not necessarily indicate 
sympathy with Christian beliefs, but perhaps merely the caution of a prudent man.

• Rabbinic sources support the data on Gamaliel: he was a Pharisee, a member of the 
Temple council, a teacher of the Law, and honoured by the people (n2). 
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Acts 5: Gamaliel

• (tp) Gamaliel's family name has been confirmed by archaeological findings. In a tomb in 
the catacombs of Beth-Shearim, near the Sea of Galilee, in a section called the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs, one of the graves has an inscription in Hebrew and Greek: "This (tomb) 
is of the Rabbi Gamaliel." 

• Gamaliel of the Bible was the first of an illustrious rabbinic family bearing his name. His 
son, Simon ben Gamaliel, was a leading rabbi, and his grandson, Gamaliel II, was a 
chief figure among the rabbis at Jabneh, where the foundations for later rabbinic 
Judaism were laid. This tomb was that of one of Gamaliel’s descendants. 

• Josephus and some Talmudic works also mention Gamaliel, describing him as a 
benevolent and brilliant man. "He was a kindly man with a far wider tolerance than his 
fellows. He was, for instance, one of the very few Pharisees who did not regard Greek 
culture as sinful. He was one of the very few to whom the title 'Rabban' had been given. 
Men called him 'The Beauty of the Law.' When he died it was said, 'Since Rabban 
Gamaliel died there has been no more reverence for the Law; and purity and abstinence 
died out at the same time'" (William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible Commentary).
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Acts 8-9: Philip and Peter
• Ac 8:4-25, 9:32-11:2: The success of the apostles' preaching at 

Jerusalem provoked a reaction. Some of the apostles were arrested 
and then freed on the sage advice of the Pharisee Gamaliel; but 
when the men of the synagogue of the freedmen (former slaves) 
accused Stephen, a deacon of the Christian community, he was 
tried for "blasphemy" and stoned to death or lynched. 

• The disciples now turned further afield: the evangelist Philip 
preached in Samaria, and even converted a certain Simon Magus, 
who joined the Church from impure motives and was confounded by 
Peter and John, who also preached in the villages of Samaria. 

• Peter then went to Lydda and healed Aeneas, and continued to 
Joppa where he healed Tabitha and stayed with Simon the tanner. 
At Joppa he had a vision which led him to accept the invitation of 
Cornelius, the centurion (a Gentile), to come to Caesarea. Thus 
Peter, who in general represented a conservative attitude, accepted 
the extension of the teachings of the church beyond Jewry.
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Acts 8: The Earliest Missionary Journeys - Philip

• Acts 8:1b-40: When Stephen 
was stoned, a great storm of 
persecution burst upon the 
church in Jerusalem [1]. All its 
members except the apostles 
scattered over the countryside 
of Judea [2] and Samaria [3]. 

• Philip the deacon went to the 
city of Samaria [4] and 
preached Christ to the people 
there. After he had baptized 
the Ethiopian eunuch, Philip 
was taken away by the Spirit 
of the Lord to Azotus [6] and 
as he passed through the 
countryside he went on telling 
the good news in all the cities 
until he came to Caesarea [7]. 
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The Journey of Philip

• 36 AD, 8:26-40: Philip was called to go to Gaza, "the Desert." This 
was the city that had once been destroyed by Alexander Janneus, 
but after having lain desolate for many years, was rebuilt  in 
contrast to "Old Gaza" (Beth-eglaim) and "New Gaza" (Neapolis) on 
the coast. 

• Philip set out in the direction of Betogabris (Bethgovrin) but, before 
having gone far, he met a eunuch, a proselyte in the service of the 
Ethiopian queen Candace. Philip converted him and baptized him in 
a spring by the roadside. The Ethiopian continued his way home 
(probably by way of Gaza) whereas Philip went on to preach the 
gospel along the coast from Azotus to Caesarea.
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Acts 9: The Earliest Missionary Journeys - Peter 

• Acts 9:31-43: The whole 
Church throughout Judea 
[1], Galilee [2] and Samaria 
[3] now enjoyed a period of 
peace. 

• Peter while travelling from 
Jerusalem [4] came to 
God's people living at Lydda 
[5], and healed a bed-ridden 
man called Aeneas. Now 
Lydda is quite near Joppa, 
and when the disciples 
heard that Peter was in 
Lydda, they sent two men to 
him to heal a woman in 
Joppa [6], called Tabitha. 
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Ac 8: Simon Magus

• Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ 
to them…Now there was a man named Simon, who formerly was 
practicing magic in the city and astonishing the people of Samaria, 
claiming to be someone great (8: 5,9)

• In 1574 excavators found a large fragment of marble on an island in 
the Tiber River with the inscription "Semoni Sanco Deu Fidio." Some 
interpret this as referring to a Sabine deity, Semo Sancus, but most 
likely it was part of the statue Justin Martyr described as having been 
dedicated to Simon Magus (n).

• Whether the base of the statue was dedicated to Simon Magus or 
not, the historicity of this biblical personage is also confirmed in 
literature of the second and third centuries.
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Samaria-Sebaste
• Samaria is12 km NW of Nablus 100m up on the 

slopes of one of the Nablus hills, overlooking 
the present village of Sebastia. 

• The surface area on the top of the hill covers 
8ha. As many as 40,000 people may have lived 
in the city at the peak of its influence. Its one 
major deficiency was the lack of springs or other 
water resources on the hill, making it necessary 
to depend on cisterns. 

• Although Samaria was not situated on a main 
highway, routes following the valleys of the 
Samaritan hill country connected it with 
Shechem, 11km E, Dothan, the Jezreel Valley 
16km N and the International Coastal Highway 
on the W. 

• The fertile land in the valleys and in the nearby 
Plain of Dothan supported a productive 
agricultural economy based on the production of 
wheat, barley, olives and grapes. 



Acts: Philip and Peter 14

Samaria-Sebaste Map

1. Cathedral of St.John  
2. Roman Forum  
3. Basilica  
4. Israelite Wall  
5. Stadium 
6. Roman Theatre  
7. Hellenistic Tower  
8. Acropolis
9. Temple of Augustus
10. Israelite Acropolis Wall
11. Hellenistic Acropolis 

Wall
12. Church of St.John
13. Columned Street
14. Shops
15. City Gate
16. Hellenistic City Wall
17. Roman City Wall

Samaria-Sebaste Archaeological Map by Alexander 
Kaplunovsky
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Samaria-Sebaste

• Samaria mod. Sebastia. In 27 BC, Augustus gave the city to Herod the Great, who 
rebuilt and renamed it Sebaste (Gk for “Augustus”). It is possibly the unnamed city in 
Samaria were Philip preached with much success and where Peter and John 
subsequently prayed that the newly baptized converts might receive the Holy Spirit:

• The ruined site extends on a hill dominating the surroundings. Visible remains from the 
1st c AD include the Forum, a vast area enclosed within a strong wall and an external 
colonnade with the Severan civic basilica, probably used for economic and judicial 
functions, a large hall divided into 3 naves by 2 rows of columns, many of which are still 
standing; the Tribunal; the Stadium in the NE; the Theatre with the Hellenistic tower near 
it, and the monumental city gate flanked by two towers at the entrance to the 800m long 
colonnaded street (originally with 600 columns) to the W of the city. It was enclosed with 
a new 4km long wall. 

• Mod. Sebastiya, on the extreme E end of the hill, preserves the name Sebaste. In the 
village an old Crusader church dating back to the 12th c has 2 tomb chambers -- one, the 
reputed tomb of the prophet Elisha, the other the alleged burial place of John the Baptist. 

• At the Church of St. John, S of the acropolis of the ancient city, is where early Christian 
tradition says the head of John the Baptist was hidden by Herodias, wife of Herod Philip, 
after his execution. Matthew says his body was buried by his disciples, but it seems that 
Byzantines needed to account for his head and identified Sebaste as where the 
daughter of Herodias danced (Our Father Lutheran Church). 

Columns remaining from the Greek-Roman 
period at Sebaste (Sandals/Terry C Hulbert)
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Samaria-Sebaste

• Herod the Great (37-4 BC) made it one of his favourite 
residences, although it was maritime Cæsarea that was 
his political concern. After Herod came his son Archelaus, 
who ruled the city (Ant.17:11:4; Bell. Jud. 2:6:3); at his 
death the province was annexed to Syria as a gift to 
Herod Agrippa I, AD 41 (Ant. 19:5:1; 19:9:1-2). 

• During the reign of Herod the Great, the city regained 
much of its earlier prominence as it supported him in his 
struggles against Antigonus. Herod left his mother and 
children here for safety; here, he married the Hasmonean 
princess Mariamne. But he also put his sons to death 
here. 

• In 30 BC Herod rebuilt Samaria and renamed it Sebaste, 
the feminine form of Sebastos. The most important 
structure of this period was a large temple (the 
Augusteum) dedicated to Augustus, standing on a 4.3m 
high platform (bt R). A monumental staircase (cn R) on 
the N gave access and a large altar stood in the courtyard 
in front of the staircase. Nearby was found the base of a 
statue of the emperor. 

Above: Overhead view of the Augustus temple; 
Below: Monumental staircase leading to the Augustus 
temple, with scant ruins of an altar at their feet.

The Augusteum
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Azotus Paralus (Ashdod, al-Minah). 　 

• Ashdod In NT times, Ashdod 
was renamed Azotus. Philip 
the evangelist preached in all 
the cities from Azotus to 
Caesarea (8:40) (Nelson’s)

The towers of modern Ashdod peeping out behind the 
dunes and the ruins of the ancient town (Madaba)
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Gaza

• Maiumas (Neapolis, Arab. al-Minah) was the Gaza’s harbour and was very devoted to 
paganism. 

• Gaza (Dt 2:23) Mod. Gaza (Ghuzzeh). Gaza was for long identified with Tel El-Ajjul, 6km 
SW of Ghuzzeh; but that mound is now tentatively identified with Beth-Eglaim, and ancient 
Gaza is thought by some to have stood within the confines of the modern city (Unger’s). 

• The Ptolemies and the Seleucids fought for control of Gaza and its territory. In 198 BC 
Antiochus III annexed the city to Syria. The Maccabean ruler Alexander Janneus 
destroyed the city in 96, but the Roman general Gabinius rebuilt it in 57 on a new site 
nearer the sea (Neapolis), although the original site eventually reasserted itself. 

• This may throw light on the problem in connection with 8:26; God directed Philip to preach 
the gospel along the road from Jerusalem to Gaza. This is a desert road (NAS), probably 
a road that ran through Hebron, through the desert hills of S Judea. Authorities are sharply 
divided as to whether the word desert refers to the road or to the old, nearly abandoned 
city. 

• The Gaza of Gabinius was the strongest trade centre in Palestine during the 1st c AD. The 
Roman period in Gaza spans from 4 BC to AD 600. 
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Ac 8:29 (Ethiopian Eunuch)

• Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." (8:29)
• In 8:27-31,36-38 the Ethiopian eunuch travelled on a chariot from 

Jerusalem to his queen, Candace. Usually, only kings or persons of 
wealth or position used chariots drawn by horses in times of peace. 

• The chariot in which the eunuch was riding may have been a 
transport vehicle rather than a war machine. 

• Luke's account of the event may tell us as much about Luke as it 
does about Philip or the eunuch. He mentioned the chariot 3 times, 
and thus may have been influenced by the eunuch's position and 
prestige.

• Whatever the case, Luke shared with us that God's overriding 
purpose is to reach all men of every race, nation, and position. This 
episode in the Book of Acts emphasizes the importance of an 
unhindered gospel that is to be proclaimed to all.



Acts: Philip and Peter 20

Ac 8:29 (chariot)
• Significance of chariots in the Bible (n). 
• Carrus (currus) is a general name for any large 

road vehicle drawn by horses, oxen or mules. It 
was used for traveling. 

• A special form of 4-wheeled rheda was used by 
the Emperors and aristocratic ladies. The sides 
were highly decorated with embossed metal, 
including gold. It was drawn by horses or, in the 
case of women, by mules. 

• Carruca dormitoria based on the carruca was a 
sleeping carriage, equipped with slung 
hammocks, for long distance travel.  

• Pilentum was a canopied 2 or 4-wheeled 
vehicle used for ceremonial occasions or as a 
passenger vehicle for Roman aristocrats. 
Passengers were accommodated on large, soft 
cushions. 

The carruca was first used in the late Empire. As 
a luxurious traveling coach, it had a bed in it

Some types of carriages could only be used by 
the state they were the carpentum (2 wheels) 
and the pilentum (4 wheels), they were covered 
and drawn by 2 horses, used by Vestals and 
priests
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Ac 8:29 (baptism)
• As they went along the road they came to 

some water; and the eunuch said, "Look! 
Water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?"   [And Philip said, "If you 
believe with all your heart, you may." And 
he answered and said, "I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God."] And he 
ordered the chariot to stop; and they both 
went down into the water, Philip as well as 
the eunuch, and he baptized him. (8:36-
38)

• ‘Ain el-Hanniyeh, with a spring and Byz 
church, loc in the Rephaim Valley nr 
Bethar (Battir), is a site sometimes 
identified as where the Ethiopian eunuch 
was baptised. 

• Another site, Tel es-Hesi (Arab. T. el-
Helu, Aijilan) was suggested by Edward 
Robinson, but there is no way to confirm 
or deny the location. 

Dennis Peter, The illustrated Family Bible, 
1997
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Lydda

• Lydda: modern Lod, ancient Lud or Lydda (לודArab ;ْ al-Ludd) is a city in the 
Centre District of Israel. Nearby Lod is Ben Gurion International Airport. Situated 
on the road from Joppa to Jerusalem, it is about 16km SE of Tel Aviv-Joppa, 
occupying a picturesque hollow in the plain of Sharon, and surrounded by 
gardens and orchards. 

• Famous for purple-dyed materials, Lydda had a large market-place, cattle and 
pottery industries. Here Peter healed the palsied Aeneas (9:32), and was 
summoned by messengers from Joppa on the death of Dorcas.

• In Maccabean times it was a purely Jewish town, and later Julius Caesar is 
reported to have restored the privileges of its Jews, taken away by the Greeks. In 
43 AD Cassius, the governor of Syria, sold its inhabitants into slavery. The 
Roman proconsul of Syria, Cestius Gallus, burned Lydda on his way to Jerusalem 
in 66. Captured by John the Essene at the beginning of the first Jewish war (66-
70), it was occupied by Vespasian in 68 and rebuilt as Diospolis. 

Lydda (Lod) showing part of the Church of St 
George on extreme L (1898-1914) (Matson  06527) 
Lydda is the reputed birthplace of St. George who 
slayed the dragon, and here he is said to have 
been buried. This church ruin has his name.



Acts: Philip and Peter 23

Joppa
• Joppa (Arab. Yaffa) as it was called in the 

Bible, is now Jaffa, the name coming from 
Heb.Yafo, “beauty”. Pompey made Joppa an 
autonomous city in 56 BC. When Julius 
Caesar defeated Pompey, Joppa was put 
under the direct control of the high priest 
Antipater in 46 BC. 

• It fell to Herod the Great. In 6 AD it became 
part of the province of Judaea. After the 
building of Caesarea, the fortunes of Joppa 
declined.  

• Jaffa located about 48km S of Caesarea, is 
now a Palestinian Arab city, with a population 
of about 60,000. 

• The name Joppa appears for the first time in 
the list of cities that Thutmose III captured 
(15th  c BC). The legend of Andromeda being 
bound to the rock was first associated with 
Joppa by Strabo (1st c AD). (BP)
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Joppa

• Peter came to Joppa from Lydda to raise Tabitha (Dorcas) from the dead (9:36-42). He 
stayed at the house of Simon the tanner. A tanner converted animal skins into leather and 
made useful or ornamental items from it. Tanning was widespread in the ancient world. 
Such work however was malodorous task and regarded as unclean as it involved contact 
with dead animals, some unclean, so tanners had to live outside the city, often near the 
water, like Simon, who lived by the seashore (10:6). It is highly significant in the context of 
9:43 and 10:9-23 that Peter lodged with Simon. This shows God’s dealing with Peter in his 
scruple over being ceremonially unclean. Hugh Schonfield, a hostile critic of the Bible, has 
observed that being by the sea is a “factual detail, because tanners used sea water in the 
process of converting hides into leather” (The Bible Was Right, 98).

• When Peter was praying on the roof of the house, he saw a vision of a large sheet filled 
with animals being lowered from heaven (9:43-10:23), signalling to him to go with the 
messengers from Cornelius. The traditional House of Simon the Tanner is located on the 
picturesque Simon the Tanner Lane (Shimon Habursaki Street). One of the earliest 
references to the house as a Christian holy site is in a Muslim document dated after Jaffa’s 
conquest by Amar Ibn Al As in 636. For the past century and a half, the House has been 
home to an Armenian Christian family, the Zakarians. It is said that on the roof of this very 
house was where Peter had his vision. The Church of St. Peter also claims to be the 
traditional site of this vision. 

Door to the House of 
Simon the Tanner: 

St Peter’s Church, Joppa
Traditional house of Simon the tanner 
(Picturesque Palestine, 3:132/BPH) 


