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Thessalonians

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 

place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we 
have no need to say anything. (1 Th 1:8)



1 Thessalonians 3

1 Thessalonians

• Background
• Church in Thessalonica
• 1 Th 1:8
• 1 Th 1:9
• 1 Th 2:7
• 1 Th 2:19
• 1 Th 3:4-8
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Thessalonians background

• From reading Paul's letter to the Thessalonians, written in 51 from 
Corinth, not long after leaving Thessalonica, it seems that he must 
have been there longer than three weeks and that most of his 
converts were working class pagans. 

• He settled in and found work, for you recall, brethren, our labour and 
hardship, how working night and day so as not to be a burden to 
any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel of God (2:9). 

• He congratulates the assembly on their work of faith and labour of 
love and steadfastness of hope (1:3)" and reminds them of their 
pagan past, how they turned to God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God (1:9). 
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Church in Thessalonica

• After the fall of the kingdom of Macedon in 146 BC, Thessalonica became part of the Roman Empire. 
It became an important trading centre on the Via Egnatia. 

• Thessalonica was a wealthy city and had a Roman, Greek and Jewish population. After 42 BC, 
Thessalonica enjoyed liberty as a free city with a large population. 

• Paul came to Thessalonica from Philippi (probably in 50 AD) and used it as a gateway to reach the 
region. Recent excavations uncovered mile markers that say Thessalonica was the halfway point in 
the travel along the Via Egnatia (they said there was a distance of 260Rm in either direction to end 
points).

• The preaching of the gospel in Thessalonica was very important and facilitated the spreading of the 
faith to all of Macedonia (1:8). 

• From Paul's letters to the Thessalonians it was evident that their faith was known throughout the 
region. Paul remembered these believers with great love and commendation in his letters. 

• Aristachus and Secundus (of Thessalonica) believers laboured with Paul (Ac 20:4; 27:2). After his 
departure, Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica. 1 and 2 Thessalonians were written in Corinth after 
Timothy offered a good report concerning the welfare of the church. 

• Paul may have revisited Thessalonica and mentions his intention to visit in his letter to the Corinthians 
(1 Co16:5). This church suffered persecution (1 Th 2:14). Other important figures of the 
Thessalonians included Jason, Gaius, Secundus, Aristarchus and perhaps Demas (Ac 19:29; 20:4).

Agora excavations
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1 Th 1:8

• For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. (1:8)

• Sounded forth exēchētai is used only here in the NT and means "to blast forth" or "to sound forth very 
intensely." Outside the NT, the term was used to refer to a blaring trumpet, or rolling thunder. The 
perfect tense form of the word indicates the church's bold, continual trumpeting of the gospel 
message.

• From the time the Thessalonian church was founded, it trumpeted out the gospel, not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. As Thessalonica was a hub of travel and trade, 
people coming through Macedonia from E and W  along the Via Egnatia heard the word of the Lord, 
as did travelers by ship. Apparently the Thessalonians who ventured out from the city also carried the 
gospel with them to Achaia and elsewhere. Paul pictured their proclamation as a constant sound, 
increasing and echoing into a wider and wider circle as the church made the most of a strategic 
location from which to proclaim the truth. (MNTC adapted)

• The church in Thessalonica worked because they had faith, love and hope (1:5). These spiritual 
treasures come by hearing the Word of God preached (Ro 10:17). It cannot be preached with flattery 
or out of covetousness and have the desired results. It must be preached with simplicity, sincerity and 
sacrifice in order to succeed (2:1-11). The Thessalonians received the Gospel as the authoritative 
message of Heaven (2:13). Their hearts were open to its truth and moulded by its power 

The harbour at Thessalonica was one of the major gateways 
into Macedonia. Ships crossing the Aegean Sea often stopped 
here. Goods could be brought from inland cities along the 
Egnatian Way, the major land route across the region. From 
Thessalonica's port, the goods could be shipped elsewhere for 
market.
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1 Th 1:9• For they themselves report about us what 
kind of a reception we had with you, and 
how you turned to God from idols to serve 
a living and true God, and to wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from 
the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us 
from the wrath to come. (1:9-10)

• Thessalonica was the site of many cults, 
reflecting the cosmopolitan mix of the 
population. Archaeology has uncovered 
places for worship of the Greek Pantheon, 
the Emperor, and cults such as those of 
Isis, Serapis, Osiris or Mithra. 

• Adherence to the belief systems and ritual 
practices of these cults gave people 
identity, meaning and value. Shifting their 
allegiance to serve a living and true God 
meant, according to Neil Elliott, refusing 
"to participate in the intricate web of local 
cults that gave sacred legitimization to the 
empire." (Liberating Paul, p. 196)

Julian II  (360-363), nephew of Constantin I. Thessalonica 
1. officina, summer 361 - June 26. 363
obv. DN FL CL IVLI - ANVS PF AVG, bust draped and 
cuirassed, pearl-diademed head r.
rev. SECVRITA[S R]EI PVB, diademed bull r., head 
facing, two stars above.

The bull is Apis, holy bull of Memphis/Egypt, herald of god 
Ptah, making oracles in the name of the god. Each new 
bull should have a white triangle on the forehead or a 
moon-like spot at the sides. After his death he was buried 
as Osiris-Apis, from which the Serapis cult developed. 
Julian II has renewed this cult. 

http://www.forumancientcoins.com/gallery/displayimage.php?album=search&cat=0&pos=3
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1 Th 1:9

Thessalonica. Votive relief to 
Osiris. Married couple sacrificing 
with son looking on (11 BC). 

Thessalonica. Altar of Isis and 
priest of Isis 

Thessalonica. Isis (Roman). 
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1 Th 2:7
• But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly 

cares for her own children. (2:7)
• The term gentle is at the heart of this verse. It means to be kind to 

someone and encompasses a host of other virtues: acceptance, respect, 
compassion, tolerance of imperfections, patience, tenderheartedness, 
and loyalty. 

• Unlike many itinerant teachers, Paul and his preacher friends did not 
come to Thessalonica to exploit the people for their own prosperity but to 
live and serve among them with kindness. 

• Paul explained his degree of gentleness toward the Thessalonians by 
comparing it to a nursing mother who tenderly cares for her own children, 
the imagery Moses had used for his relationship to Israel (Nu 11:12). As 
the phrase her own children indicates, Paul was no paid surrogate 
mother, but had the same feelings as a nursing mother when he cared for 
the Thessalonians' spiritual needs. In the church, pastors have the 
privilege of seeing things God desires done in people. As good parents 
are concerned about their children's hearts, so are good pastors. The 
preceding metaphors make that clear.

• The verb rendered tenderly cares literally means to warm with body heat. 
The loving mother would take the little one in her arms and warm the 
child with her own body heat. Such a vivid metaphor perfectly illustrates 
the kind of personal care the Thessalonians received. Paul, unlike the 
enemies of the truth, was not harsh or indifferent, but tenderly nurturing.

• (R) This statuette was made in a mould from a fine white clay called 
pipeclay. It shows a mother-goddess sitting in a basketwork chair 
suckling a baby. In an age without sterile conditions, any substitute for 
mother's milk, other than that of a wet-nurse, was potentially harmful, if 
not lethal. Nursing was critical, and Roman medical authors 
recommended that the child should not be weaned before the age of 18 
months to 2 years. 

Statuette of a mother-goddess, 
Roman Britain, 2nd c AD, from a 
Roman cemetery at Welwyn 
Grange, Hertfordshire (BM)
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1 Th 2:19• For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it 
not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His 
coming? (2:19)

• stephanos a chaplet (as a badge of royalty, a prize in 
the public games or a symbol of honour generally; but 
more conspicuous and elaborate than the simple fillet, 
literally or figuratively. 

• Crown of glorying stephanos kaucheeseoos. When a 
king or conqueror came on a visit he was given a 
chaplet of glorying. Paul is answering the insinuation 
that he did not really wish to come. The Thessalonians 
were "a chaplet of victory of which Paul might justly 
make his boast in the day of the Lord" (Ellicott). 

• Paul's anticipation for the future was the assurance that 
he would be in the presence of his Saviour (cf. 1:10; 1 
Co 1:7; Ro 8:19-20; Ph 3:20; Tit 2:13), but a crucial 
element of the joy of that experience is that at His 
coming he would see all the believers to whom he had 
ministered, including the Thessalonians (cf. 2 Co 1:14; 
Ph 2:16). (MNTC)

Gold crown in the Archaeological 
Museum in Thessaloniki (Dana 
and Cindy Bratton) 
<www.wdbydana.com/thessalonica
.htm> 
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1 Th 3:4-8
• For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in 

advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came 
to pass, as you know. For this reason, when I could endure it 
no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that 
the tempter might have tempted you, and our labour would be 
in vain. 

• But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has 
brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you 
always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also 
long to see you, for this reason, brethren, in all our distress 
and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; 
for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord. (3:4-8)

• Paul's stay in Thessalonica was cut short by the Jews who 
gathered some local troublemakers and accused him before 
the city fathers of turning the world upside down by favouring 
Jesus as king instead of Caesar (Ac 17:1-7). This accusation 
was no small matter; it was a matter of treason, which in the 
Roman Empire was punishable by death. 

• Not surprisingly, an uproar broke out; and Paul was escorted 
out of town, leaving Timothy to patch up the work (Ac 17:10, 
15). Separated so suddenly from the infant church, Paul 
describes his feelings as one who had been orphaned (Gk 
aporphanizo, “bereaved””, 2:17).

• Once he was safe in Athens, Paul sent Timothy (who 
apparently had since rejoined him) back to Thessalonica to 
strengthen and encourage the believers (3:2). When Timothy 
returned to Paul, who had since moved on to Corinth (Ac 18:1-
5), he brought news of the love and faith of the Thessalonians. 
Paul was greatly relieved at this news.

Ancient Agora, Thessalonica 
www.wdbydana.com/thessalonica.htm 
But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some 
wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and 
set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of 
Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the 
people. When they did not find them, they began 
dragging Jason and some brethren before the city 
authorities, shouting, "These men who have upset the 
world have come here also… (Ac 17:5-7)

http://www.wdbydana.com/thessalonica.htm
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1 Timothy

I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct 
himself in the household of God, which is the church of the 

living God, the pillar and support of the truth. (1 Ti 3:15)



Thessalonians Timothy 13

1 Timothy

• Background
• 1 Ti 2:9-10 (kosmos, adornment)
• 1 Ti 5:18



Timothy 14

1 Timothy background

• Paul in this epistle speaks of himself as having left Ephesus for 
Macedonia (1:3), and hence not Laodicea, as mentioned in the 
subscription; but probably Philippi, or some other city in that region, 
was the place where this epistle was written. 

• During the interval between his first and second imprisonments he 
probably visited the scenes of his former labours in Greece and 
Asia, and then found his way into Macedonia, whence he wrote this 
letter to Timothy, whom he had left behind in Ephesus.

• It was probably written about AD 66 or 67.
• The epistle consists mainly of (1) counsels to Timothy regarding the 

worship and organization of the Church, and the responsibilities 
resting on its several members; and (2) exhortation to faithfulness in 
maintaining the truth amid surrounding errors. (Easton’s Bible 
Dictionary)



Timothy 15

1 Ti 2:9-10 (kosmos)

• Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and 
discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, but rather by 
means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness. (1 Ti 2:9-
10)

• Here and in 1 Pe 3:3, women are told to avoid gold. V 9 is a pun on the Gk kosmos, 
from which “cosmos” and “cosmetic” are both derived. Kosmos basically meant “order, 
good arrangement”; the cosmos is an “ordered universe.” 

• When applied to women, kosmos  implied modest, orderly, submissive behavior. 
Kosmos also meant “ornament, decoration, especially of women.” In Homer’s Iliad the 
queen of the gods, Hera, grooms herself and puts on fine clothes and jewellery, 
“decking her body with all adornment [kosmos]” in order to seduce Zeus and distract 
him from the Trojan war. 

• ”[I desire] also that women should adorn [kosmein] themselves modestly and sensibly 
in seemly [kosmios] apparel, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly attire.” In 
short, not “adornment” [kosmein] but “seemliness” [kosmios] is recommended by a pun 
on the Greek stem kosm-.



Timothy 16

1 Ti 2:9-10 
(adornment)

• Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper 
clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and 
gold or pearls or costly garments, but rather by means of 
good works, as is proper for women making a claim to 
godliness. (1 Ti 2:9-10)

• Women are to come to the corporate worship ready to face 
the Lord. They must not come in slovenly disarray or personal 
display because of an unbecoming wardrobe or demeanour. 
There is a place for lovely clothes that reflect the humble 
grace of a woman, as evidenced in Pr 31:22, Her clothing is 
fine linen and purple. Proper adornment on the outside 
reflects a properly adorned heart.

• From the general principle in the first part of v 9, Paul moves 
to specifics in the latter part of the verse. In so doing, he hints 
at some of the practices that were causing confusion in the 
assembly. He starts with commenting about braided hair, a 
term that can generally mean "hair styles." His point is not 
that women should be indifferent to their hair. That would 
contradict what he had just said about careful preparation to 
put oneself in order. 

• Paul's intent is not to forbid certain kinds of hairdos, as if 
some reflected a more worshipful attitude than others. He is 
confronting any gaudy, ostentatious hairdo that would distract 
attention from the Lord and the purposes that are holy. 
Women in that culture often wove gold, pearls, or other 
jewelry through their hairdos to call attention to themselves 
and their wealth or beauty. (MNTC) 

Grieves and bust from 
Thessaloniki Museum
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1 Ti 2:9-10

• (tp L) Women relied mostly on elaborate hairstyles and jewellery rather than clothing to 
vary their appearance. 

• (tp R) Some of these styles were influenced by coiffures adopted by empresses, as for 
example the unusual hairstyle worn by Julia Domna during the latter half of the 2nd c AD. 

• (bt R) The age of the Flavian emperors (Vespasian, Titus and Domitian) is largely seen 
as the age of the most flamboyant fashion in hairstyles. On of the styles used largely at 
court had the hair arranged in several layers, falling to the face in an abundance of 
ringlets.
Such fashion in hairstyle required expert hairdressers, as well as false hair to be added to 
create such a mass of hair. 

• False hair, wigs, hair lotions and dyes were all known to the Romans. Much like today, 
many women had their hair bleached blonde. And to supply the demand in blonde false 
hair, needed to complete the complicated hair styles, a flourishing trade in blonde hair 
from blonde N barbarians sprung up. 

Bust of an elite Roman woman 
from the Flavian era (69-138 AD) 
Rome Capitoline Museum, 1st c 
AD

Bust of Julia 
Domina (Aalen 
Limesmuseum )

Relief of freedwoman 
Caltilia Moschis (Getty 
Museum) 
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1 Ti 2:9-10
• Another way women in Paul's day flaunted their wealth and 

drew attention to themselves was by wearing costly garments. 
The expensive dresses worn by wealthy women could cost up to 
7,000 denarii. 

• Pliny the Elder described a dress of Lollia Paulina, wife of the 
Emperor Caligula, which was worth several hundred thousand 
dollars by today's standards (Pliny 9.58). 

• Dresses of the common women could cost as much as 500-800 
denarii. To put that into perspective, the average daily wage of a 
common labourer was one denarius. Because of the extreme 
expense, most women probably owned only 2 or 3 nice dresses 
in their lives. For a wealthy woman to enter the worship service 
wearing an expensive dress would shift the focus of attention to 
her. It could also stir up envy on the part of the poorer women 
(or their husbands). (MNTC)

• (R) The bust represents a femina stolata (woman dressed in the 
stola, an over-tunic worn only by women of the imperial family 
and matrons of high social rank). The stola, usually made of 
wool, was suspended from the shoulders by plaited straps 
rather like a modern under-slip, and was cut low between the 
breasts and beneath the arms. The thick folds of a conventional 
tunic are clearly visible below. 

• The subject of the portrait has a hairstyle (very likely a wig) of 
curls rising in 4 tiers to the crown of the head. Such large 
hairstyles were typical of the later 1st cAD, and were the subject 
of numerous lampoons in contemporary satires. The cameo, 
carved in very high relief on a matt milky white ground, is a fine 
example of a portrait of a mature woman of evident social 
refinement. The stola was of considerable ritual importance. 
Made of wool, the textile traditionally reserved for clothing 
involved with religious ceremonies, it was integral to the 
costume and image of the matrona: the respectable married 
woman of high birth. 

A matrona. Onyx cameo portrait of a 
woman wearing the stola. Roman, AD 90-
100. Said to have been found in a tomb 
near Alexandria, Egypt (BM)
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1 Ti 2:9-10

• (tp L) Fashionable upper-class women wore considerable amounts of jewellery. The 
portrait of the woman is one of many so-called “mummy portraits” dating from Egypt 

• (tp cn L) A popular style of jewellery was made of hollow, polished gold hemispheres 
fashioned into necklaces, bracelets, and earrings. Pearls were particularly prized and 
costly; a gold necklace found in Pompeii was set with emeralds and large pearls. Silver 
was used less frequently.

• (tp cn R) A representative collection of jewellery from the 1st-3rd c includes earrings, 
necklaces, pendants, bracelets and rings of gold, gems (garnets were especially popular), 
and cameos. Gold bracelets were often fashioned in the form of snakes, and rings often 
had relief carvings. 

• (tp R) A persistent design up to late antiquity was the fibula, a pin like our safety pin. A 
useful clothing fastener, it was often beautifully decorated, as is the case with this 
Etruscan gold fibula depicting a cat stalking two unsuspecting birds. Since Roman clothing 
was frequently pinned rather than sewn, many fasteners were beautifully decorated. 

Bejewelled woman 
wearing pearl earrings 
and gemstone necklaces 

(tp) Etruscan gold fibula

Gold hemisphere jewellery

http://www.vroma.org/~bmcmanus/fayum.html


Timothy 20

1 Ti 5:18

• The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honour, especially those 
who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "YOU SHALL NOT 
MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING," and "The labourer is worthy of his 
wages." (5:17-18)

• Those whose ministry demands all their attention should be freed from any need to earn 
a living and be cared for and even rewarded for their singular devotion. Paul supports his 
point by quoting from both the OT/NT. For the Scripture says is his usual way of 
introducing a biblical reference. You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing is a 
quote of Dt 25:4 (cf. 1 Co 9:9). The OT law provided that the oxen who threshed the 
grain were entitled to eat of it (n). They were not to be muzzled to prevent them from 
doing that. Paul's point is obvious. God required that animals who laboured to provide 
physical food for others were to be fed. (MNTC)

• (tp) Example of use of the threshing sled or tribulum in Turkey. Note weighting of board, 
pulled by oxen in a circular motion over cereals spread on a clay threshing floor, to chop 
straw and thresh by dragging the dry cereal stems and seed heads over a threshing floor 
surface of clay or stone. This instrument was pulled by various animals, depending upon 
the context - oxen, horses or donkeys. 
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2 Timothy

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, 
I have kept the faith (2 Ti 4:7)



2 Timothy 22

2 Timothy

• Background
• 2 Ti 1:18
• 2 Ti 2:20-21
• 2 Ti 2:15
• 2 Ti 4:13



2 Timothy 23

2 Timothy background

• 2 Timothy was probably written a year or so after the first, and from 
Rome, where Paul was for a second time a prisoner, and was sent 
to Timothy by the hands of Tychicus. 

• In it he entreats Timothy to come to him before winter, and to bring 
Mark with him (cf Ph 2:22). He was anticipating that the time of his 
departure was at hand (2 Ti 4:6). 

• He exhorts his son Timothy to all diligence and steadfastness, and 
to patience under persecution (1:6-15), and to a faithful discharge of 
all the duties of his office (4:1-5), with all the solemnity of one who 
was about to appear before the Judge of quick and dead.



2 Timothy 24

2 Ti 1:18 (Paul as a prisoner)

• Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me 
His prisoner (2 Tim 1:8)

• This was Paul’s second imprisonment in Rome. He was not now 
enjoying the relative freedom and comfort of his own hired house. 
Instead, he was incarcerated in an underground dungeon (tradition 
says Mamertine prison). 

• Onesiphorus only found him after a painstaking search (1:17). He 
was certainly in chains (1:16) suffering hardship even to 
imprisonment as a criminal (2:9). 

• Paul also suffered acutely from the loneliness, the boredom and the 
cold of prison life (4:9-13). The preliminary hearing of his case had 
already taken place (4:16, 17). Now he was awaiting full trial, but 
was not expecting to be acquitted. Death appeared to him inevitable 
(4:6-8). 



2 Timothy 25

2 Ti 2:20-21

• Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, 
but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, and some to honour 
and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from 
these things, he will be a vessel for honour, sanctified, useful to 
the Master, prepared for every good work. (2:20-21)

Two-handled cup (skyphos) with Bacchic scene, 
Roman, Early Imperial Period, AD 1–30 Silver 
(MFA)Pottery jars, dishes and bowls, 

Roman Britain, 2nd c AD, from 
Stonea Grange, near March, 
Cambridgeshire (BM)



2 Timothy 26

2 Ti 2:15

• Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. (2:15)

• Orthotomeo “to make a straight cut” fig. to dissect (expound) correctly (the divine 
message). It is a very unusual word occurring once only in NT. 

• Orthotomeo was used of a craftsman cutting a straight line, of a farmer ploughing 
a straight furrow, of a mason setting a straight line of bricks, or of workmen 
building a straight road. Metaphorically, it was used of carefully performing any 
task. Because Paul was a tentmaker, he may have had in mind the careful, 
straight cutting and sewing of the many pieces of leather or cloth necessary to 
make a tent. (MNTC)

• Arndt and Gingrich define the verb as meaning “to cut a path in a straight 
direction” or “cut a road across country (that is forested or otherwise difficult to 
pass through) in a straight direction”, so that a traveller may go directly to his 
destination.

Section of the Via Egnatia from 
Philippi to Neapolis (HLP)

http://holylandarchive.com/photos_src/GNMTVE05_800.jpg


2 Timothy 27

2 Ti 4:13• When you come bring the cloak which I 
left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, 
especially the parchments. (4:13)

• (tp R) Troas was an important port city 
along the Aegean Sea. Built shortly after 
the time of Alexander the Great, it was 
situated in NW Asia Minor, S of Troy. 
Paul travelled through Troas several 
times. 

• (bt R) The phiailones (‘cloak’) was 
probably the equivalent of the Lat. 
paenula. It was a very simple type of 
cloak, used especially as protection 
against bad weather. It was put on by 
simply pulling one's head through the 
central neckhole (≈ 15cm ø) and was 
normally fitted with a hood. They could 
be made of either leather (paenula 
scortae), or very heavy felt (paenula 
gausapina). It may have been semi-
circular, circular, or oval, in some sort of 
brown or yellowish-brown colour; 
apparently a particular type of wool was 
preferred, its natural oils making the 
fabric nearly waterproof. It was knee-
length or longer.

Ancient harbour of Troy

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bndlg.de/~sailer/latein/cambodunum/image018.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bndlg.de/~sailer/latein/cambodunum.htm&h=387&w=304&sz=27&hl=en&start=15&tbnid=2RRSnlz2ik9eMM:&tbnh=123&tbnw=97&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpaenula%26ndsp%3D20%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3DGGLG,GGLG:2005-27,GGLG:en%26sa%3DN


Titus 28

Titus

For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in 
order what remains and appoint elders in every city as 

I directed you (Tit 1:5)



Thessalonians Timothy 29

Titus

• Background (Paul’s movements reconstructed)
• Titus
• Titus 1:5, 12 Crete
• Titus 3:12 Nicopolis



Titus 30

Titus background: Paul’s movements reconstructed
• The Epistle to Titus is dated (AD 66 or 67) from the circumstance that it was written 

after Paul's visit to Crete (1:5). That visit could not be the one referred to in Ac 27:7, 
when Paul was a prisoner for two years. 

• After his release from house arrest in Rome, it seems that Paul ‘again journeyed on 
the ministry of preaching’ (Eus., 2.22.2) from Rome to Asia, passing the island of 
Crete on the way. Paul left Titus in Crete to put in order what was left unfinished and 
to appoint elders in every city (Tit 1:5). 

• Then he  went to Ephesus, where he left Timothy behind (1 Ti 1:3,4). He may well 
have gone on to Colosse to see Philemon, as he had planned (Phm 22), and he 
certainly reached Macedonia (1 Ti 1:3). He would have certainly have visited Philippi 
(Ph 2:24). From Macedonia he wrote his first letter to Timothy in Ephesus and his 
letter to Titus in Crete (n). 

• He told Titus of his intention to winter at Nicopolis (Tit 3:2) in Epirus (?). Presumably, 
he did this. Titus was to wait in Crete until Paul sent Artemas or Tychicus to him, after 
which he was to join Paul in Nicopolis.

• Paul may have evangelized in Spain as he desired (Ro 15:24, 28), for Clement of 
Rome in his letter to the Corinthians said that he had ‘come to the extreme limit of the 
west’. He may have been referring only to Italy, but an allusion to Gaul or Spain 
seems more likely. 

• It is safe to assume that he kept his promise to revisit Timothy in Ephesus (1 Ti 3:14, 
15). From there, he seems to have gone to the nearby port of Miletus, where he had 
to leave Trophimus behind ill (2 Ti 4:20), to Troas where he stayed with Carpus (2 Ti 
4:13), to Corinth where Erastus left the party (2 Ti 4:20; cf Ro 16:23), and so to 
Rome. Somewhere on this journey he was re-arrested and again imprisoned under 
Neronian persecution.   
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Titus
• Titus was a gentile who had an early association with Paul, even before his 

first missionary journey; he travelled with Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem 
when they brought famine relief money to the believers in Judea (Gal 2:1, 
3). 

• Much later, Titus was with Paul in Ephesus during the latter's third 
missionary journey, because Paul sent Titus to Corinth with the so-called 
severe letter (or tearful letter) accompanied by some unidentified "brothers" 
(2 Co 2:13; 7:6, 13-14; 12:16-18). 

• Paul expected to meet Titus in Troas, but did not (2 Co 2:13). He eventually 
met up with Titus somewhere in Macedonia, where he received good news 
about how most of the Corinthians responded positively to the letter (2 Co 
7:5-7, 13). 

• It is in response to this good news that Paul wrote the letter now known as 2 
Corinthians, which Titus delivered to Corinth with two unnamed "brothers"; 
in Corinth, Titus helped to organize Paul's faltering collection project (2 Co 
8:16-18, 22). 

• It seems that Titus also accompanied Paul to Jerusalem with the collection 
money, being chosen by the churches to do so (2 Co 8:19). 

• When Paul is imprisoned in Rome for the second and final time, Titus is 
working in Dalmatia (2 Ti 4:10). 
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Tit 1:5, 12 (Crete)

• For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains 
and appoint elders in every city as I directed you (1:5) One of themselves, a 
prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy 
gluttons." (1:12)

• Crete A large island in the Mediterranean, about 240km in length and from 
10-55km wide. It lies 100km S of Cape Malea in the Peloponnesus. 
Anciently it was the home of the great Minoan civilization.

• A storm forced the ship carrying Paul to Rome into the port of Cnidus (Ac 
27:7-21). Cretans were among those specially mentioned as attending the 
great feast of Pentecost (2:11).

• The ancient notices of the Cretans’ character fully agree with the quotation 
that Paul produces from a prophet of their own (1:12): The classics abound 
with allusions to the untruthfulness of the Cretans; and it was so frequently 
applied to them that kretizein, "to act the Cretan," was a synonym for to play 
the liar. The quotation by Paul is from Epimenides of Crete. The particular 
lie of which the Cretans were always guilty was that they said the tomb of 
Zeus, a nonexistent personage, was located on their island (in mythology, 
the island’s highest mountain, Mt Ida, is the birthplace of Zeus). 

• Paul sent Titus to organize the church there.
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Tit 3:12 (Nicopolis)

• When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to come to me at 
Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. (3:12)

• Nicopolis "city of victory". A city to which Paul refers (3:12) as the place 
where he intended to pass the following winter. Titus was at this time in 
Crete (1:5). 

• There were several cities of this name, which leaves some doubt as to the 
one about which Paul wrote. Of the three, one was in Thrace, another in 
Cilicia, and a third in Epirus. This was built by Augustus Caesar in 30 BC in 
honour of a victory at Actium, which was only 6.5km distant.

• When Paul wrote to Titus around 63-65, he almost certainly referred to the 
Nicopolis (of Epirus), given the site's good winter location and its 
geographical position in his travels. Paul may have intended to start a church 
on the W coast of Greece at this time, since such had not been done during 
his missionary journeys recorded in Acts.  

The nymphaeum preserved to 9 m high 
at Nicopolis (BP). 
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Tit 3:12 (Nicopolis)

• Nikopolis (mod. Smyrtoula) loc on the peninsula 8km N of Preveza, 
prefectural capital of Epirus in SW Epirus. Covers an area of 900 ha.

• It was founded by Octavianus, after the naval battle of Actium, in 31 
BC. The inhabitants of the neighbouring cities of Epirus, Leucas, and 
Acarnania were then forced to settle in this area. The city enjoyed 
special political and financial privileges, had its own mint and every 4 
years celebrated the Actia, festivals including athletic, musical and 
racing contests. 

• Some of the Roman monuments of the site (dated to 1st-4th c AD) have 
been restored: the Odeum, the N thermae, the Nymphaeum, the large 
theatre, the Roman wall and the villa of Manius Antoninus which 
contained remarkable mosaic floors. 

The monument of Augustus, erected by Octavianus Augustus in 31 
BC, after his victory at the battle of Actium. It has a stone, Ð-shaped 
podium, on which the bronze beaks from Antonius' ships were 
attached. The rest of the trophies from the battle were housed in a stoa 
above the podium, together with the sculpture. In 29 BC Augustus 
dedicated his monument to Neptune and Mars. This Latin inscription 
was posted above the rams. (BP)


