
Peter's Epistles 1

1 and 2 Peter, Jude

Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will 
of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in 

doing what is right. (1 Pet 4:19)



Peter's Epistles 2

1 and 2 Peter

• 1 Pet 1;1
• 1 Pet 3:3-4
• 1 Pet 5:13
• 2 Pet 2:17



Peter's Epistles 3

1 Pet 1:1
• Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered 

throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 
(1:1)

• Gk parepidemos lit."to the chosen sojourners" or "to the elect strangers“ 
(translated “pilgrims” NKJV, “strangers” NIV, “exiles” ESV). The word 
describes one who makes a brief stay in a strange or foreign place, who 
sojourns (stays as a temporary resident) or who resides temporarily among a 
native people to whom he or she does not belong. The parepidemos did not 
expect to be regarded as a native of the place he resided. 

• "Persons sojourning for a brief season in a foreign country. Though applied 
primarily to Hebrews scattered throughout the world (Gn 23:4; Ps 39:12 
parepidemos is used in Greek of both these OT passages), it has here a 
wider, spiritual sense, contemplating Christians as having their citizenship in 
heaven." (Vincent, M. R. Word studies in the New Testament, Vol 1 pg 3)

• Peter's understanding of the Christian life as that of an alien is beautifully 
illustrated in an early anonymous Christian work, Epistle to Diognetus: 
"Christians...reside in their respective countries, but only as aliens. They take 
part in everything as citizens and put up with everything as foreigners. Every 
foreign land is their home, and every home a foreign land...They find 
themselves in the flesh, but do not live according to the flesh. They spend 
their days on earth, but hold a citizenship in heaven."



Peter's Epistles 4

1 Pet 1:1
• Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, 

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
who are chosen (1:1)

• The diaspora  “scattering” that Peter is referring to took place prior to 
the world-wide dispersion associated with the Roman  conquest and 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Holy Temple in 70AD. 

• Therefore at the time of Peter's writing the majority of the Jews living 
outside of Jerusalem and Palestine were living there by their own 
choice, the chief reason being the opportunity for business activity 
which the Gentile centres of population afforded. They were in these 
strategic population centres when the Christian missionaries 
contacted them. 

• They had been providentially sown there by the Lord of the harvest, to 
become themselves disseminators of the gospel which was to be 
given to the Jew first and then to the Greek (Gentile). 
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1 Pet 1:1

• Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen (1:1)

• These were all Roman province mentioned in a circuit in Asia Minor. Jews from Pontus, Cappadocia, 
Asia had been present at Pentecost (Ac 2:9).These were contiguous states stretching along the S 
shore of the Black Sea, just those regions in which Paul wanted to minister but was precluded by the 
Holy Spirit (Ac16:6-8). There were a number of churches in those provinces (Rv 2-3, Col). 

• Clearly, this area was divinely preserved for Peter’s ministry, and his mission was obviously 
successful, for Pliny pays eloquent though reluctant testimony to the steadfast faith of these aliens. 
Years after Peter had written this letter, Pliny the Younger was made Roman governor of Bithynia and 
wrote to the Emperor Trajan concerning the Christians (Christiani). He tried to make them recant by 
force and have them acknowledge the pagan gods, bow down before the image of the emperor and 
curse (maledixerunt) Christ. Some did, others did not, so Pliny asked for advice. He writes 

• "It seems to me to be necessary to get advice because many in every age group, every status of life 
and both male & female are now in danger and will be in the future. This plague of superstition has 
spread over cities and over the fields and villages, but I believe that its advance can be stopped." 
(Pliny the Younger: Letters, 10:16, ca 112 AD). 

• Christianity in fact was so entrenched in this region that most of the pagan temples were deserted, no 
doubt a visible fruit borne by the truth expounded in Peter's epistle. 



Peter's Epistles 6

1 Pet 3:3-4

• Your adornment must not be merely external -- braiding the hair, and 
wearing gold jewellery, or putting on dresses but let it be the hidden person 
of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
precious in the sight of God. (3:3-4)

• "The attendants will vote on the dressing of the hair as if a question of 
reputation or of life were at stake, so great is the trouble she takes in quest 
of beauty; with so many tiers does she load, with so many continuous stories 
does she build up on high her head. She is as tall as Andromache in front, 
behind she is shorter. You would think her another person” (Vincent, Word 
Studies in the New Testament)

• Women enjoyed gazing at themselves in mirrors of highly polished metal (not 
glass). The ancient Roman women loved ornate necklaces, pins, earrings, 
bracelets and friendship rings. Pearls were favourites. 

• Women often dyed their hair, usually golden-red. They used false hairpieces 
to make their hair thicker or longer. Sometimes, Roman women wore their 
hair up, in carefully arranged styles, held with jewelled hairpins. Sometimes 
they wore it down, curled in ringlets. 

• The wearing of jewellery is not forbidden here, but it is clearly not to be a 
gaudy, conspicuous, extravagant display. This would hardly serve to win a 
disobedient husband to Christ.



Peter's Epistles 7

1 Pet 3:3-4

• Gold rings served a variety of functions in the ancient world. They were signs of wealth and status in 
the Greco-Roman world. They were worn for personal adornment—to enhance one’s appearance and 
thereby influence and impress others. They indicated social status in the Roman world (n).

• Christians were to shun this display of economic power. 
• Pliny also tells of people who “load[ed] the fingers with a wealthy revenue.” For women, the most 

valuable stones for rings were diamonds, pearls, emeralds, beryls and opals; for men, “it is an 
individual’s caprice that sets a value upon an individual stone, and above all, the rivalry that ensues.” 

• The gemstone was chosen for its value and for its supposed protective properties e.g. diamonds, 
“prevail over poisons and render them powerless, dispel attacks of wild distraction and drive 
groundless fears from the mind.” 

• Roman rings, like Greek ones, were variously engraved with the names of the owners, portraits of 
ancestors or friends, religious images (deities or cult objects), allusions to one’s family history (real or 
mythical), objects from daily life and animals. Images could be engraved in the gold itself, or incised 
into stone or glass, or they could protrude in cameo fashion.

• Julius Caesar’s ring included a picture of the goddess Venus in armour, an allusion to his mythical 
ancestor. Augustus used successively a sphinx, the head of Alexander the Great and finally his own 
portrait. Nero’s signet ring showed the god Apollo with the satyr Marsyas, whom Apollo skinned alive.
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1 Pet 3:3-4 Examples of Roman hairstyle and attire (n)

Izmir Museum

Izmir Museum

Istanbul Archaeological Museum
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1 Pet 3:3-4 Roman cosmetics

Cosmetic box with carved bone deco, Naples, 
Archaeological Museum, 1st c AD (VRoma)

Small ceramic and glass cosmetic containers in 
Judea, Hellenistic and early Roman period (LBPA 
3620)
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1 Pet 5:13 Babylon
• She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and 

so does my son, Mark. (5:13)
• Down to the time of the Reformation the Babylon of v 13 was generally 

understood to mean Rome. Since the Reformation, many scholars (see 
Alford, Mayor, Moorehead) have followed Erasmus and Calvin and have 
urged that the Mesopotamian Babylon is meant. Alford thinks "we are not to 
find an allegoric meaning in a proper name thus simply used in the midst of 
simple matter-of-fact sayings" (Greek Testament, 4:129).

• Three theories should be noted:
(1) That the Egyptian Babylon, or Old Cairo; is meant. Strabo (17:807) who wrote as 

late as 18 AD, says the Egyptian Babylon was a strong fortress, but it is quite 
improbable that Peter would have gone there. No tradition connects Peter' in any 
way with Egypt.

(2) That the statement is to be taken literally and that the Mesp Babylon is meant. 
Many good scholars hold to this view, and among these are Weiss and Thayer, 
but there is no evidence that Peter was ever in Babylon, or that there was even a 
church there during the 1st c. Mark and Silvanus are associated with Peter in the 
letter and there is no tradition that connects either of them with Babylon. Jos. 
(Ant, 18.9.5-9) says the Jews at this time had largely been driven out of Babylon 
and were confined to neighbouring towns, and it seems improbable that Peter 
would have made that his missionary field.
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1 Pet 5:13 Babylon

(3) That Rome was the city that was symbolically designated as Babylon. The Apocalypse would 
indicate that the churches would understand the symbolic reference, and it seems to have 
been so understood until the time of the Reformation. The denial of this position was in line 
with the effort to refute Peter's supposed connection with the Roman church. Ancient tradition, 
however, makes it seem quite probable that Peter did make a visit to Rome (see Lightfoot, 
Clement, 2:493).

• Internal evidence helps to substantiate the theory that Rome was the place from which 
the letter was written. Mark sends greetings (v 13), and we know Paul had summoned 
him to Rome (2 Ti 4:11). The whole passage in v 13 seems to be figurative, and that 
being true, it is natural that Babylon should have been used instead of Rome. The 
character of the letter as a whole would point to Rome as the place of writing. Ramsay 
thinks this book is impregnated with Roman thought beyond any other book in the Bible 
(see The Church in the Roman Empire, 286). (ISBE)

• Rome is called Babylon because it is the world capital of idolatry, a position once held 
by Babylon. Extra-biblical references to Rome as “Babylon” also suggest that peter was 
using a well-known designation. The early church fathers understood “Babylon” as a 
reference to Rome. Tradition knows of no church in Babylon but tradition does indicate 
that he died in Rome. 

Ancient Rome:  ruins on the 
Palatine Hill
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2 Pet 2:17• These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom 
the black darkness has been reserved (2:17)

• Without water (anudros) is "an oriental expression where the green 
verdure excites the traveller's hope of water, only to have it often 
disappointed. Such are these false teachers. Where one looks for a 
clear spring of water, the living Word of God, there is a spring gone 
dry." (Kenneth Wuest) 

• The picture is of teachers who aroused great expectations which they 
are unable to fulfil. These men have no "life giving water" to dispense in 
the end only deluding those who have placed their trust in them. The 
false teachers make people believe their empty promises and 
enticements. Their followers actually believed they were getting “water” 
(springs without water = looks like a spring but has no water and 
therefore is really NOT a spring) 

• The best Gk ms have homichlai and thus the preferred translation is 
mists which describes an atmospheric condition that darkens the sky 
but not so thick as actual clouds. A dark of the sky would hold the 
promise of rain, but sometimes the storm would blow by, leaving the 
land dry and hot. The false teachers similarly seemed to promise 
spiritual "rains", but were all show with no substance (cf. Ju 1;12). 

• Storm (lailaps) refers to a whirlwind, a tempestuous wind, a squall or a 
violent wind. Thayer explains: "It is never a single gust, nor a steadily 
blowing wind, however violent, but a storm breaking forth from black 
thunder-clouds in furious gusts, with floods of rain, and throwing 
everything topsy-turvy. According to Aristotle, it is `a whirlwind revolving 
from below upward.“

• These false teachers were like these violent "storms" producing 
theatrics, noise, motion, and something to watch, but nothing profitable 
happens. In fact, their "storms" ultimately brought destruction to their 
adherents. 

Dry stream bed



Jude 13

Jude

Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you 
about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to 

write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all handed down to the 

saints. (Ju 3)



Jude 14

Jude 12-13
• These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love 

feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring 
for themselves; clouds without water, carried along by 
winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly dead, 
uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up their own 
shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the black 
darkness has been reserved forever. (12-13)

• The two similitudes found in Peter are here given in 
one, but to the same purpose, for both condemn vain 
ostentation: these unprincipled men, though promising 
much, were yet barren within and empty, like clouds 
driven by stormy winds, which give hope of rain, but 
soon vanish into nothing. Peter adds the similitude of 
a dry and empty fountain; but Jude employs other 
metaphors for the same end, that they were trees 
without fruit, as the vigour of trees in autumn 
disappears. He then calls them trees uprooted, and 
doubly dead; as though he had said, that there was 
no sap within, though leaves might appear. 

• Raging waves of the sea. Why this was added, we 
may learn more fully from the words of Peter: it was to 
show, that being inflated with pride, they breathed out, 
or rather cast out the scum of high-flown stuff of 
words in grandiloquent style. At the same time they 
brought forth nothing spiritual, their object being on 
the contrary to make men as stupid as brute animals. 

Stormy day over Caesarea (PZ/Jeff Spivak) 

Stormy Mediterranean, Beirut, Spring 2005 (Webshots)


