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Historical accuracy of Luke and the 
Acts of the Apostles

Thanks to the modern tools of archaeology, 
researchers have found much cultural, historical and 
geographical background material that supports the 

biblical account of Paul's trips through the 
Mediterranean world. (Mario Seiglie )
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Luke and the Book of the Acts

• Lysanias
• Quirinius
• Acts 11 famine
• Proconsul of Cyprus
• Sergius Paulus
• Altar to an Unknown God
• The Ephesian Scrips
• Claudius’ expulsion of the Jews
• Politarch, Erastus
• Politarch
• Politarch inscription

• Erastus inscription 
• Gallio, bema
• Gallio, proconsul
• Gallio: Chronology of Paul
• Gallio
• Praetor
• Asiarch
• Town Clerk
• First Man
• Other examples
• Conclusion
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Lysanias
• Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar …and Lysanias was tetrarch of 

Abilene (Lk 3:1)
• Lysanias A tetrarch or governor of the region known as Abilene. This country was drained 

by the Abana River and located between Baalbek on the N side of Mt Hermon and 
Damascus. Lysanias ruled when John the Baptist began his ministry, in the 15th year of 
Tiberias (14-37 AD). 

• Scott T. Carroll (ABD): “LYSANIAS [Gk Lysanias (Λυσανιας]. According to Luke, Lysanias 
was the tetrarch of Abilene when John the Baptist began his ministry (3:1). Lysanias is not 
mentioned again in the NT, but the name appears several times in the works of Josephus. A 
ruler named Lysanias in Josephus died in 36 BC. This has led some scholars to argue that 
Luke made a chronological blunder by depending on Josephus for the name Lysanias and 
thereby naming an individual long dead as the tetrarch in c 28 AD. The apparent problem is 
heightened because Luke gives every indication that his gospel was written with critical care 
(1:3). The evidence seems to suggest that there were two individuals named Lysanias who 
ruled in the same general area but at different times, supporting the accuracy of Luke’s 
account:

• 1. The earlier Lysanias mentioned by Josephus was the son of a certain Ptolemy (Ant. 14.13.3; 15.4.1; 
JW 1.13.1). Lysanias, son of Ptolemy, ruled Chalcis in Lebanon (Ant. 14.13.3). Later references to the 
name Lysanias in Josephus and Luke do not refer to the father, perhaps indicating a different individual. 
Because Chalcis was a larger territory than Abilene, it is likely that each was ruled by a separate person.
2. Thus it appears that another individual named Lysanias ruled over the district of Abilene. Josephus 
mentions that Gaius (Caligula) gave to Agrippa I all of the territory which had belonged to Herod the 
Great and added Abila to this territory (Ant. 14.5.1; JW 2.11.5). Further inscriptional evidence may bear 
witness to a second Lysanias who ruled at a later date in the territory of Abilene. An inscription dated no 
later than 14 AD, which states that it was the work of a certain Nymphaeus, a freedman of Lysanias, has 
been found near Abila. It appears that Josephus referred to two rulers named Lysanias but failed to 
distinguish one clearly from the other, whereas Luke mentioned only the later one.” 
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Lysanias

• Lysanias of Chalcis is never called tetrarch nor does Abila appear in 
his kingdom. In fact the capital of Iturea was Chalcis, not Abila; and 
Josephus does not include the territory of Chalcia in the tetrarchy of 
Lysanias. 

• When Caligula appointed Herod Agrippa I king of the tetrarchy of 
Philip in AD 53, he added Abilene to it. Abilene’s capital was Abila, 
some 29km NW of Damascus. Ant. 20:138 thus accurately describes 
Abila, which had been the kingdom of Lysanias. 

• As Chalcis was a larger territory than Abilene, it is likely that each was 
ruled by a separate person. They ruled over the same general area 
but at different times, supporting the accuracy of Luke’s account. 

• A Greek inscription from a temple dedication in Abila reads: for the 
salvation of the Lords Imperial and their whole household, by 
Nymphaeus, a freedman of Lysanius the tetrarch. 

• “Lords Imperial” was a technical title given jointly to Tiberius and his 
mother Livia, widow of Augustus, so establishes the dating of this 
inscription between 14, when Tiberius became emperor, and 29, 
when Livia died. This second Lysanias was the ruler at a later date 
over Abilene. 
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Quirinius and the census
• This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. (Lk 

2:2)
• "It is known that Quirinius was made governor of Syria by Augustus in AD 6. 

Archaeologist Sir William Ramsay discovered several inscriptions that 
indicated that Quirinius was governor of Syria on two occasions, the first 
time several years prior to this date...archaeology has provided some 
unexpected and supportive answers. 

• “Additionally, while supplying the background behind these events, 
archaeology also assists us in establishing several facts.

(1) A taxation-census was a fairly common procedure in the Roman Empire and it 
did occur in Judea, in particular. 

(2) Persons were required to return to their home city in order to fulfill the 
requirements of the process. 

(3) These procedures were apparently employed during the reign of Augustus (37 
BC–AD 14), placing it well within the general time frame of Jesus’ birth.“ (Habermas, 
Gary R., The Historical Jesus: Ancient Evidence for the Life of Christ, Joplin, MO: College Press Publishing Company, 1996) 

• Ramsey’s theory was later supported by the finding of an inscription by 
another archaeologist, Jerry Vardaman. He found a coin with a small 
inscription that placed a Quirinius as proconsul of Syria and Celicia from 11 
BC to AD 4 when Jesus was born. 
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Quirinius and the census
• Sceptics often level charges biblical writers on the basis of arguments from silence. They do not distinguish 

between a genuine contradiction from insufficient evidence from which to draw a firm conclusion. A charge of 
contradiction or inaccuracy within the Bible is illegitimate, and therefore unsustained, in those areas where 
evidence of historical corroboration is either absent or scant. 

• Some scholars have charged Luke with committing an error, as history records that Publius Sulpicius Quirinius 
was Governor of Syria beginning in AD 6, several years after the birth of Christ. It is true that thus far no historical 
record has surfaced to verify either the governorship or the census of Quirinius as represented by Luke at the 
time of Jesus’ birth prior to the death of Herod in 4 BC. As distinguished biblical archaeologist G. Ernest Wright of 
Harvard Divinity School conceded: “This chronological problem has not been solved” (1960, p.158).

• Nevertheless, sufficient evidence does exist to postulate a plausible explanation for Luke’s allusions, thereby 
rendering the charge of discrepancy ineffectual. Luke demonstrated his awareness of a separate provincial 
census during Quirinius’ governorship beginning in AD 6 (Ac 5:37). In view of this familiarity, he surely would not 
have confused this census with one taken ten or more years earlier. 

• Hence Luke observed that a prior census was, indeed, taken at the command of Caesar Augustus sometime 
prior to 4 BC. He flagged this earlier census by using the expression prote egeneto (“first took place”), which 
assumes a later one (cf. Nicoll, n. d., 1:471). To question the authenticity of this claim, simply because no explicit 
reference has yet been found, is unwarranted and prejudicial. No one questions the historicity of the second 
census taken by Quirinius around AD 6/7, despite the fact that the sole authority for it is a single inscription found 
in Venice. 

• Sir William Ramsay, world-renowned and widely acclaimed authority on such matters, stated: ”[W]hen we 
consider how purely accidental is the evidence for the second census, the want of evidence for the first seems to 
constitute no argument against the trustworthiness of Luke’s statement” (1897, p. 386). 

• In addition, historical sources indicate that Quirinius was favoured by Augustus, and was in active service of the 
emperor in the vicinity of Syria previous to, and during, the time period that Jesus was born. It is reasonable to 
conclude that Quirinius could have been appointed by Caesar to instigate a census/enrolment during that time 
frame, and that his competent execution of such could have earned for him a repeat appointment for the AD 6/7 
census (see Archer, 1982, p. 366). 

• Notice also that Luke did not use the term legatus, the normal title for a Roman governor, but the participial form 
of hegemon that was used for a propraetor (senatorial governor), procurator (like Pontius Pilate), or quaestor 
(imperial commissioner) [see McGarvey and Pendleton, n.d., p. 28]. After providing a thorough summary of the 
historical and archaeological data pertaining to this question, Finegan concluded: “Thus the situation 
presupposed in Lk 2:3 seems entirely plausible” (1959, 2:261). Indeed it does. (Kyle Butt, M.A., Archaeology and 
the New Testament, Reason & Revelation, 24:10 pp 89-95, < www.apologeticspress.org/articles/2591>. 

http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/2591
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Quirinius and taxation
• In 6 or 7 AD the governor of Syria, Quirinius, supervised the initial 

tax assessment of the newly constituted province of Judaea. 
• The Romans divided the Jewish regions of the province (Judaea, 

Galilee, Peraea, and Samaria) into districts called toparchies (eg, 
about a dozen in Judaea); in the rest of Israel they organized 
taxation by cities with their territories.  

• The governor held the Sanhedrin of Jerusalem responsible for the 
collection in the territory of Judaea and the municipal councils of the 
cities for the collection in their territories.  

• The taxes included the two types standard throughout the early 
empire: the land tax (tributum soli) on agricultural production and the 
head tax (tributum capitis) on personal property and on individuals--
as well as a variety of indirect taxes such as the inheritance tax and 
customs.  The notorious tax farmers called publicani collected the 
indirect taxes. (Clayton Miles Lehmann, University of South Dakota)

http://www.usd.edu/erp/editors.htm
http://www.usd.edu/erp/editors.htm
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Quirinius
• A pair of stones mentioning Sulpicius Quirinius were 

found outside Pisidian Antioch in 1912 and 1913. They 
had been removed from their original location and reused 
as wall stones. Both are commemorative inscriptions, 
originally parts of the bases of statues of a certain Gaius 
Caristanius Sergius. 

• Both stones mention as one of his offices the deputy 
management of a duumvirate held by Quirinius. However 
no dates are mentioned; the first inscription is tentatively 
dated between 11-1 BC. The second inscription was most 
likely set up after the first, since it mentions additional 
posts, apparently gained in the interim. Only a sketch 
exists of one of them, but a photo survives of the other. 
They read as follows:

• (tp R) GAIUS CARISTA[NIUS...] 
SON OF GAIUS, SERGIUS FRONTO 
CAESIANUS JUL[IUS...] 
OFFICER IN CHARGE OF WORKS, PONTIFEX, 
PRIEST, PREFECT OF 
PUBLIUS SULPICIUS QUIRINIUS THE DUUMVIR, 
PREFECT OF MARCUS SERVILIUS. 
BY THIS MAN, THE FIRST OF ALL [WITH A] 
PUBLIC DECREE OF THE DECEMVIRATE COUNCIL, THE STATUE 
WAS SET UP. 

• (bt R) BY GAIUS CARISTANIUS ... 
FRONTO CAESIANUS 
JULIUS, OFFICER IN CHARGE OF WORKS, COMMANDING OFFICER 
OF THE TWELFTH LIGHTNING LEGION, PREFECT OF THE BOSPORAN 
COHORT, 
PONTIFEX, PREFECT OF PUBLIUS SULPICIUS QUIRINIUS THE 
DUUMVIR, 
PREFECT OF MARCUS SERVILIUS, PREFECT... 
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Acts 11: The famine
• One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit 

that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took 
place in the reign of Claudius. (11:28)

• Luke states a great famine came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar 
(the same Claudius that 18:2 records as expelling the Jews from Rome).

• The reign of Claudius was marked by several famines and poor harvests. 
During his first year (AD 41) there was a famine in Italy. In the 4th year of his 
reign (45-46) a severe famine occurred in Israel and Syria. 

• Around the 9th or 10th year (49-51) famine was so severe in Rome that a 
mob stopped him “in the Forum and pelted him with stale crusts of bread” 
(Suetonius, Life of Claudius, 17.2). The famine mentioned in 11:28 is 
probably the one that took place during 45-46. 

• King Alfred of England made a translation of 5th c historian Orosius which 
was quoted in The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: 

• “AD 46. In this year, Claudius, the second Roman emperor to invade Britain, 
put much of the island under his control and added the Orkneys to Rome’s 
kingdom. This took place in the fourth year of his rule. In this same year, a 
great famine in Syria took place which Luke mentions in his book, “The Acts 
of the Apostles.” 
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Proconsul of Cyprus
• who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus (Ac13:7)
• Historians have confirmed several background details about this account e.g. the Roman orator 

Cicero mentions that Paphos was indeed the Roman headquarters of Cyprus during Roman rule (Ad 
Familiares, 13:48).

• Sceptics used to claim that Cyprus would not have been ruled by a proconsul. As an imperial 
province, it would have been put under a propraetor, a direct representative of the emperor, not a 
proconsul (Unger, 1962, pp. 185-186). 

• Cyprus was indeed an imperial province in 27 BC, but not by Paul’s time there. “In 22 BC Augustus 
transferred it to the Roman Senate, and it was therefore placed under the administration of 
proconsuls” (Free and Vos, 1992, p. 269). He did this in exchange for Dalmatia. A Senatorial province 
like Cyprus would have been ruled by proconsuls (F F Bruce, 1990, p. 295). 

• “As we turn to the writers of history for that period, Dia Cassius (Roman History) and Strabo, we learn 
that there were two periods of Cyprus’ history: first, it was an imperial province governed by a 
propraetor, and later in 22 BC, it was made a senatorial province governed by a proconsul. Therefore, 
the historians support Luke in his statement that Cyprus was ruled by a proconsul, for it was between 
40-50 AD when Paul made his first missionary journey. If we accept secular history as being true we 
must also accept Biblical history, for they are in agreement” (Thomas Eaves, 1980, p. 234). 

• "That Luke distinguishes correctly between senatorial and imperial provinces and has the former 
governed by a proconsul on behalf of the senate and the latter governed by a propraetor representing 
the emperor says much for his accuracy, for the status of provinces changed with the times" (Richard 
Longenecker, EBC Vol 9, 1981, notes on Acts 18:12-13, p. 485).

• Archaeologists have found copper coins from the region that refer to other proconsuls who were not 
much removed from the time of Paul. One such coin, called appropriately a “copper proconsular coin 
of Cyprus,” pictures the head of Claudius Caesar, and contains the title of “Arminius Proclus, 
Proconsul…of the Cyprians” (McClintock and Strong, 1968, 2:627).

• It is also true that in those days proconsuls used seers for advice. "These were intensely superstitious 
times, and most great men, even an intelligent man like Sergius Paulus, kept private wizards, fortune 
tellers who dealt in magic and spells" (William Barclay, Daily Study Bible, 1975).
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Sergius Paulus
• 3 ancient inscriptions that could be possible matches to Sergius Paulus (see Hughes, 

ISBE, 1986, 2:728):
• #1 An inscription found at Soli on the N coast of Cyprus in 1877 (IGRR, 3.930), mentions 

the proconsul Paulos. The authors and editors of the ISBE contend that the earliest this 
inscription can be dated is AD 50, and that it therefore cannot fit the Paulus of Acts 13. 
Others, however, are convinced that this is the Paulus of Acts’ fame (Unger, 1962, pp. 
185-186; see also McGarvey, n.d., 2:7).  It reads: “Apollonius to his father … 
consecrated this enclosure and monument according to his family’s wishes …having 
filled the offices of clerk of the market, prefect, town-clerk, high priest, and having been 
in charge as manager of the records office. Erected on the 25th of the month 
Demarchexusius in the 13th year (of the reign of Claudius - 54 A.D.). He also altered the 
senate by means of assessors during the time of the proconsul Paulus.' 

• #2 A Latin inscription on a memorial stone in Rome (CIL, 6.31545). "On a boundary 
stone of Claudius, his name (Lucius Sergius Paulus) is found among others, as having 
been appointed (AD. 47) one of the curators of the banks and the channel of the river 
Tiber. After serving his three years as proconsul at Cyprus, he returned to Rome, where 
he held the office referred to" ("Sergius Paulus," Easton's Bible Dictionary). Sir William 
Ramsay argued that this man later became the proconsul of Cyprus, and should be 
connected with Acts 13 (Hughes, 2:728). 
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Sergius Paulus
• (tp R) #3 A fragmentary Gk inscription from Kythraia 

(Chytri) in N Cyprus (IGRR, 3.935) now housed in MMA. 
The inscription, found on a blue marble slab indicates that 
this man must have lived during the reign of either 
Claudius, Gaius, or Tiberius Caesar. It contains a decree 
regulating sacrifices and offerings and mentions a Quintus 
Sergius Paulus as a proconsul (Hughes, 2:728). It reads:  
Klaud]iou Kaisaros Sebastou kai [epi K]ointou Serg[iou 
Paulou anthupatou], “[in the time] of [Claud]ius Caesar 
Augustus, and [in the time of the proconsul C]ointus 
Serg[ius Paulus]” 

• (bt R) #4 The inscription near Pisidian Antioch (found by 
Ramsay and J. G. C. Anderson in 1912) mentions a 
“L(ucius) Sergius Paullus the younger, son of L(ucius)”, 
propraetor of Galatia in 72-4. IBD considers this is a 
commemoration of the son of the elder Sergius Paulus. 

• Regardless of which inscription actually connects to Acts 
13, the evidence provides a plausible match. At least two 
men named Paulus were proconsuls in Cyprus, and at 
least two men named Sergius Paulus were officials during 
Claudius’ reign. Luke remains an accurate historian (Kyle 
Butt, Archaeology and the New Testament). 

• Pliny mentions sorcerors in Cyprus (n). 
Antioch Pisidia: An inscription displayed in the 
courtyard of the Yalvac museum. Clearly visible 
is the whole of Paulli and portions of Sergii.

Quintus Sergius Paulus Inscription 
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Altar to an Unknown God (17:16, 22-23)
• Why was Paul so incensed with the idols in Athens? Is this an accurate 

description of the place? "Pliny (the Roman writer) states that in the time of Nero 
(AD 54-68), Athens had over 30,000 public statues besides countless private 
ones in the homes. Petronius (a Roman satirist) sneers that it was easier to find 
a god than a man in Athens. Every gateway or porch had its protecting god" 
(A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures of the New Testament, notes on Acts 17:16).

• What about the altar to the unknown god? The Greeks feared offending any god 
by failing to give it attention; so they felt they could cover any omissions by 
honouring an "unknown god." "Pausanias (the Gk historian), who visited Athens 
between 143 and 159 AD saw such altars. In describing his trip from the harbour 
to Athens he wrote [Description of Greece 1.2.4]: 'The Temple of Athene Skiras 
is also here, and one of Zeus further off, and altars of the 'Unknown gods' ... 
Apollonius of Tyana, who died in A.D. 98, spoke of Athens as the place 'where 
altars are set up in honour even of unknown gods' ..." (John McRay, Archaeology 
& the New Testament, 1991, p. 304).

• In 1909 an archaeological expedition uncovered an altar with the inscription "To 
unknown gods" in the province of Pergamum. McRay comments that the idolatry 
in Athens was so widespread that Athenians built altars to unknown gods so they 
would leave no one out. "The adherents of ancient polytheistic religions, 
characterized as they were by superstitious ignorance, may have simply erected 
altars to unknown gods 'so that no deity might be offended by human neglect'" 
(ibid.).
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Altar to an Unknown God (17:16, 22-23)

• To an Unknown God (17:23): Has an altar with this 
inscription ever been found in Athens?

• A biography of Apollonius, a traveller from Tyana 
who came to Athens not long after Paul, comments 
that it was wise "to speak well of all the gods, 
especially at Athens, where altars are set up in 
honour even of unknown gods." 

• (bt R) Although none of these altars have been 
found, when W. Dorpfield cleared the sacred precinct 
of Demeter at Pergamum in 1909, he found a 
mutilated 2nd c AD altar with the inscription: "To 
unknown gods, Capito, Torch-bearer." 

• (tp R) A similar altar, dating c 100 BC, stands on the 
Palatine Hill in Rome, reading, "Sacred to a god or 
goddess..."

• Pausaniias wrote that at Olympia “near [the Temple 
of Athene Skiras] is an altar of the Unknown gods…” 
(Description of Greece 5.14.8)

Altar on Palatine Hill, Rome, dated 100 
BC, dedicated “To the Unknown God”

Altar in Pergamum (Ourfatherluthrean)
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Altar to an Unknown God (17:16, 22-23)
• Diogenes Laertius (200-250) relates that, in order to save Athens from a 

terrible plague, a Cretan poet Epimenides (c 600 BC) "took sheep, some 
black and others white, and brought them to the Areopagus; and there he let 
them go whither they pleased, instructing those that followed them to mark 
the spot where each sheep lay down and to offer a sacrifice to the local 
divinity. And thus, it is said, the plague was stayed. Hence even to this day 
altars may be found in different parts of Attica with no name inscribed upon 
them, which are memorials of this atonement.“ He wrote of altars being 
erected “To the god whom it may concern.” (1.110).

• Petronius, a Roman satirist in Nero’s court, said it was easier to meet a god 
than a man in Athens. 

• A number of ancient literary sources do attest to the existence of altars to 
"unknown gods," but these invariably speak of "gods" not "god." Jerome 
(340-420) thought that the inscription read, "To the Gods of Asia and Europe 
and Africa, to unknown and strange gods" and that Paul changed the wording 
to suit his sermonic intention. 

• Thus, though archaeological evidence is lacking, literary evidence is 
conclusive that there were, indeed, altars at Athens to unknown gods; 
probably not to an unknown god. Paul like any preacher took an existing 
reality and put it to the service of his preaching. 
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The 
Ephesian 

Scrips

• And many of those who practiced magic brought their books 
together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and 
they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand 
pieces of silver. (Ac 19:19)

• “Books” is Gk Biblos, originally referring to "the inner part.. of the 
stem of the papyrus (plant)" and later "came to denote the paper 
made from this bark in Egypt, and then a written 'book,' roll, or 
volume" (W.E. Vine, Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of 
Old and New Testament Words, 1985, "Book").

• Since the 1870s archaeologists have made intensive efforts to 
find ancient papyrus scrolls, especially in Egypt, where the 
desert climate can preserve such fragile treasures. They have 
realized remarkable success, finding scrolls dating back to NT 
times. Among the papyrus scrolls discovered are some 
containing the wording of magical spells; these scrolls were 
used as amulets (charms).

• "A number of such magical scrolls have survived to our day. 
There are especially famous examples in the London, Paris and 
Leyden collections. The special connection of Ephesus with 
magic is reflected in the use of the term 'Ephesian scripts' for 
such magical scrolls. The spells which they contain are the 
merest gibberish, a rigmarole of words and names considered to 
be unusually potent, arranged sometimes in patterns which were 
part of the essence of the spell, but they fetched high 
prices...The closest parallel to the Ephesian exorcists' misuse of 
the name of Jesus appears in the Paris magical papyrus, No. 
574, where we find an adjuration beginning on line 3018, 'I 
adjure thee by Jesus the God of the Hebrews'" (F.F. Bruce, The 
New International Commentary of the New Testament: The Book 
of Acts, 1974, pp. 390-391).

Magic papyrus, Egypt VII c. after 
J-C. Invocation calling on the 
angels and Jean-baptiste to bring 
Pamin and Thècle to a "tormented 
end”'. Dept of Egyptian Antiquities 
(LV/C. Larrieu. E 11036). 
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Claudius’ Expulsion of the Jews (18:12)
• Were Jews expelled from Rome during the reign of Claudius? The 

Roman historian Suetonius records such an order: "As the Jews 
were indulging in constant riots at the instigation of Chrestus, he 
banished them from Rome" (Life of Claudius, 25.4). It is estimated 
some 20,000 Jews eventually were expelled, among them Aquila 
and Priscilla.

• Who was this Chrestus who was responsible for the Jewish riots? 
The subject has been intensely debated. Since the name 
Chrestus and Christus are pronounced alike, it is likely that it had 
to do with the dissension in the Jewish community over the newly 
established Christianity and the teachings of Christ.

• F F. Bruce mentions that Chrestus could have simply been a 
Jewish troublemaker, but adds: "It is more likely that (Suetonius) 
had the Founder of Christianity in mind, but that, writing some 70 
years after the event and not being particularly interested in 
Christian origins, he consulted some record of the riots and 
imagined wrongly that Chrestus, who was mentioned as the 
leader of one of the parties concerned, was actually in Rome at 
the time, taking a prominent part in the strife. In fact, what we 
have in this statement of Suetonius is the dissension and disorder 
in the Jewish community at Rome resulting from the introduction 
of Christianity into one or more of the synagogues of the city" (The 
International Commentary of the New Testament, 1974, p. 368, 
"Acts"). 

• A little known passage in the Doctrine of Addai reads: “And when 
Caesar heard it, he commanded all the Jews to leave the country 
of Italy.”

Emperor Claudius
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Politarch, Erastus
• Archaeology and the Bible: How archaeological findings have enhanced the credibility of 

the Bible (John McRay)
• Politarch Critics have insisted that Luke erroneously used the Gk term Politarch in 

referring to the officials before whom Christians associated with the apostle Paul were 
taken in the city of Thessalonica (see 17:6). It has been adamantly asserted that no such 
office existed at that time. 

• However, an inscription containing this term has been found in that city and is now 
displayed in BM. The inscription, which was attached to a 1st c arch on Egnatia Street, 
begins In the time of the Politarchs... 35 inscriptions have now been discovered which 
contain this term; 19 of them come from Thessalonica, and at least 3 date to the 1st c 
AD. These inscriptions prove that the office of politarchs existed in Thessalonica in the 
time of the NT and that the Bible is accurate in its use of the term.

• Erastus in Corinth Before AD 50, a 62 ft square area was paved with stone at the NE 
corner of the theatre in Corinth, Greece. Excavations there revealed part of a 
Latin inscription carved into the pavement which reads: Erastus in return for his 
aedileship laid (the pavement) at his own expense. The Erastus of this inscription is 
identified in the excavation publication as the Erastus mentioned by Paul in Rom 16:23, 
a letter written from Corinth, in which Erastus is referred to as "the city treasurer." 

• 3 main points favouring the identification are set forth by the editor of the inscriptions: 
– the pavement was laid around AD 50, the time when Erastus would likely have been converted; 
– the name Erastus, an uncommon cognomen, is not found in Corinth other than in this inscription; 
– the particular Gk word used by Paul in this passage for treasurer (oikonomos) is an appropriate term to 

describe the work of a Corinthian aedile.
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Politarch
• Politarch Precision by Eric Lyons, M.Min: When writing about the Christians in 

Thessalonica who were accused of turning the world upside down, Luke noted that some 
of the brethren were dragged before the rulers of the city (17:5-6). The phrase rulers of the 
city (NKJV, ASV; city authorities NAS) is translated from the Gk word politarchas and 
occurs only in 17:6 and 8. 

• For many years, critics of the Bible’s claim of divine inspiration accused Luke of gross 
inaccuracy because he used the title politarchas to denote the city officials of 
Thessalonica, rather than the more common terms strateegoi (magistrates) and exousiais 
(authorities). 

• To support their accusations, they simply pointed out that the term politarch is found 
nowhere else in all of Greek literature as an official title. Thus, they reasoned that Luke 
made a mistake. How could someone refer to such an office if it did not exist? Whoever 
heard or read of politarchas in the Greek language? No one. That is, no one had heard of 
it until it was found recorded in the various cities of Macedonia—the province in which 
Thessalonica was located. 

• According to F.F. Bruce, the term politarchas has now been found in 32 inscriptions from 
the 2nd c BC to the 3rd c AD (1988, p. 324n). At least 5 of these inscriptions are from 
Thessalonica—the very city about which Luke wrote in Acts 17 (Robertson, 1997). 

• One of these 5 inscriptions was found on an ancient marble arch, and reads In the time of 
Politarchas.... The names of 7 politarchas, including Sosipater, Secundus, and Gaius, also 
appear on the stone (McGarvey, n.d., p. 113). According to J.A. Thompson in his book 
The Bible and Archaeology, these words were etched into the stone sometime between 
30 BC and AD 143 (1987, p.15). Thus, most likely the arch was standing when Luke wrote 
his historical narrative known as Acts of the Apostles. 

http://www.apologeticspress.org/staff/el


Luke and Acts historical accuracy 20

Politarch inscription

• Some believers in Thessalonica were brought before the city authorities (17:5-6), a 
translation of Gk politarchas that occurs only in vs. 6, 8. The term politarch is not 
found in Greek literature as an official title. But it was found recorded in the various 
cities of Macedonia, where Thessalonica was located.

• In 1960, Carl Schuler published a list of 32 inscriptions bearing the term politarchas, 
of which about 19 came from Thessalonica, and at least 3 going back to the 1st c 
(McRay, 1991, p.295). 

• (tp) On the Via Egnatia, there once stood a Roman Arch called the Vardar Gate, 
found in 1835. In 1867, it was torn down and used to repair the city walls. The picture 
shows an inscription on this arch, one of the most important on the term politarchas. 
This particular inscription, dated between 30 BC-AD 143, begins with the phrase, In 
the time of Politarchas... (Finegan, 1959, p. 352). Thus, the arch most likely was 
standing when Luke wrote Acts. 

• That politarchs ruled Thessalonica during Paul’s time is now indisputable.
• The term politarch in Ac 16 is not technically correct, but in Paul's time it was used as 

a title of respect in Roman colonies (Wight, p. 174). Discoveries along the paths Paul 
travelled have shown that Luke used current phraseology and vocabulary for his time. 

Vardar Gate 
inscription (BM)
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Politarch Inscription

• An inscription (30 BC. to 143 AD) from the Vardar gate in 
Thessalonica bears the word politarches (17:6). 

• The word does not appear in any other extant Greek literature 
(Finegan, Archaeology of the New Testament, 108) but does match 
the archaeology of the site. 

• “It is now incontrovertible that politarchs existed in Macedonia both 
before and during the time of the Apostle Paul” (McRay, 
Archaeology and the Book of Acts, Criswell Theological Review 5.1 
(1990)).
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Erastus Inscription

• Erastus Inscription In 1929 this inscription was found mentioning 
Erastus as the one who paid for the paving of the street in return for 
his appointment as a city officer.  Although his praenomen is missing, 
the text reads: ERASTVS-PRO-AEDILIT[at]E S-P-STRA VIT. In full, it 
would read: Erastus pro aedilitate sua pecunia stagit “Erastus in 
return for his aedileship laid [the pavement] at his own expense.” 

• Herner notes that the cognomen Erastus was not uncommon among 
prominent people in Epheusus.

• It is likely that this is the same Erastus mentioned by Paul as sending 
greetings to the church at Rome (Rom 16:23), though 16:23 has 
oikonomos not Aedile.  If so, Paul's influence apparently extended to 
wealthy and influential Roman citizens of Corinth. However, we 
cannot know for certain that this is the case (n). 
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Gallio, bema
• (McRay) Paul before Gallio at the Tribunal in Corinth One of the most 

important discoveries relating to the NT is the tribunal (Gk bema), or speaker's 
platform, from which official proclamations were read, and where citizens 
appeared before appropriate officials. It still stands in the heart of the forum in 
Corinth, Greece. 

• The large stone platform was identified by portions of an inscription found 
nearby and dated to the period between 25 and 50, just prior to Paul's arrival in 
the city.

• Paul spent 18 months in Corinth on his 2nd missionary journey. At the end of 
that time, the Jews took advantage of the inauguration of Gallio as proconsul of 
Achaia in May or June of 51 (see18:12) to bring Paul before him on the charge 
of violating their law. 

• Gallio found no violation of Roman law by Paul, no wrongdoing or vicious crime 
(see 18:14), and refusing to be a judge of Jewish law, drove Paul's accusers 
from this tribunal (see 18:16-17), where he was seated. 

• Gallio was the brother of Seneca, a Greek stoic philosopher who later became 
an adviser to the emperor Nero. Seneca perhaps informed the emperor of the 
fact that Paul had already been acquitted before Gallio in Corinth and thus 
influenced the favourable outcome of Paul's first arrest in Rome as implied in 
the last verses of Acts. 

• Luke's accuracy in referring to this tribunal once again enhances the accuracy 
of the Bible.
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Gallio, proconsul
• (McRay)Gallio was visiting Corinth from his official residence in Delphi across 

the Corinthian Gulf. 4 fragments of an inscription carved in stone which had 
been mounted on the wall of a public building in Delphi have been excavated, 
which contain information about the accession of Gallio and help to determine 
the date of his tenure in office.

• The fragments are from a copy of a letter sent from Claudius to the city of 
Delphi, either to the people of Delphi or to the successor of Gallio, who had 
the letter carved into stone and attached to the wall of the building. It contains 
the name of Gallio Proconsul of Asia, in addition to that of the Roman 
emperor Claudius, with dates for his reign.

• The letter is dated to 52. Since proconsuls normally held office for one year, 
and these provincial governors were required to leave Rome for their posts no 
later than the middle of April, Gallio probably began his term of office in May 
of 51. And since Paul had arrived in Corinth 18 months earlier than his 
appearance before Gallio (see 18:11-12), he would have entered Corinth in 
the winter of 49/50 - perhaps in January of 50.

• This would coincide well with Luke's statement in 18:2, that when Paul arrived 
in Corinth on his 2nd journey, he found Aquila and Priscilla, Jews who had 
recently come from Rome, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to 
leave Rome. This expulsion is also referred to in other ancient sources and 
can be dated to 49. Suetonius, chief secretary to the emperor Hadrian (117-
38), wrote a biographical account of the Roman emperors entitled The Twelve 
Caesars, in which he said, Because the Jews at Rome caused continuous 
disturbances at the instigation of Christ, he expelled them from the City (see 
Claudius 25.4). Thus, the accuracy of Luke's account in Acts is confirmed and 
illustrated.
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Proconsul
• Proconsul: Roman magistrate, former consul in charge of a province. Like 

a propraetor, the proconsul acted as if (pro) he were an official 
magistrate. He could have all the powers of a consul [consuls were the 
chairmen of the Senate, which served as a board of advisers, and served 
only 1 year. They also commanded the two Roman legions, and had the 
highest juridical power in the Empire. Gk historian Polybius of Megalopolis 
likened consuls to kings], but was, in fact, a former consul whose term in 
office was prolonged (prorogatio). 

• This magistracy was 'invented' in the last quarter of the 4th c BC: if a war 
lasted a long time and needed > 2 commanders, the consuls of the 
preceding year stayed in offices 'as if they were consuls'. This custom 
became popular during the war against Hannibal; an innovation was the 
appointment of private citizens as proconsuls (i.e. those who were not 
former magistrates). The oldest example is Publius Cornelius Scipio, who 
received this rank to conduct the war in Hispania (211). 

• In the 1st c BC, former consuls served as governors of important provinces 
'as if they were consuls' (e.g., Julius Caesar was consul in 59 and proconsul 
of Gallia Cisalpina in 58-49). 

• Governors of Senatorial provinces were usually called proconsuls, although 
they were in fact former praetors. They served typically 12 months. 

• Hadrian briefly experimented with proconsular government of Italy. His 
successor Antoninus Pius reversed this policy. Marcus Aurelius reinstated it. 
(Livius)
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Gallio: Chronology of Paul
• A chronological marker occurs during Paul’s visit to Corinth following the 

Jerusalem conference of Ac 15. This marker helps determine its date. More 
precise information is provided from Gallio’s procouncilship coinciding with or at 
least overlapping Paul’s stay in Corinth (18:12). He appeared before Gallio soon 
after the proconsul’s arrival and fairly soon after Paul’s preaching. 

• Gallio’s procouncilship probably lasted no longer than a year, being terminated 
by an attack of malaria (Seneca Ep. mor. 104.1); it is dated rather closely by a 
reference to him as proconsul of Achaia (either currently or very recently) in a 
rescript of Claudius to the citizens of Delphi dated to Claudius’s 26th acclamation 
as imperator (W. Dittenberger, Sylloge Inscriptionum Graecarum, II [4th ed. 
1960], no. 801). Other inscriptional evidence (CIL, III, 476; VI, 1256) points to the 
first 7 months of 52 as the period of this acclamation. (F F Bruce 1986:709.)

• Since proconsuls normally entered their office on July 1, Gallio served in Achaia 
for a short time (18:12) from about July 1, 51 to July 1, 52 (Charlesworth 
1971:682). Paul’s Corinthian ministry may thus have run from the autumn of 50 
to the spring of 52, and his Ephesian ministry (which was separated from his 
Corinthian ministry by a hasty visit to Israel) from the autumn of 52 to the 
summer of 55 (Bruce, 1986:709). 

• This remains the least speculative part of the chronology as it comes from 
archaeological evidence. Once bench marks become established for absolute 
dating and correlated with relative dating events can be fixed calendrically. 

http://bibarch.com/Chronology/index.htm
http://bibarch.com/Copyright&Sources/b.htm
http://bibarch.com/Copyright&Sources/b.htm
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Gallio: Chronology of Paul

• For the events recorded in Ac 15 to have occurred in 48/49 would permit far too 
much time for the events described in Acts between the hearing before James 
and the appearance before Gallio. The conservative estimate would constitute 
about 18 months. July 51 less 18 months yields January 50. 

• Prof Hemer, The Book of Acts in the Setting of Hellenistic History, 1989, has 
also studied the issue and concluded that Gallio’s accession to office was 
51/51, and so Paul could have arrived in the late fall of 49, or taking a less 
restrictive view of the 18-month period, in the late fall of 50.

• This date coincides well with Suetonius’ record of an expulsion of the Jews 
under Claudius, which occurs before Paul arrived in Corinth (18:2). This 
expulsion is a key date for fixing Pauline chronology. 

• "One example of how archaeology has contributed to establishing a Pauline 
chronology, is that now we can set the approximate beginning of Paul's work in 
Corinth on his second journey. The key is found in Acts 18:2 where we learn 
that when Paul arrived in Corinth he found Priscilla and Aquila, who had lately 
come from Italy, having been banished from Rome in a general expulsion of 
Jews under Claudius, who reigned from 41-54. This event is referred to by 
Suetonius and others and can be dated to 49" (McRay, pp. 225-226).
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Gallio (18:12)

• Gallio was the brother of the great Stoic writer Seneca, who was Nero's tutor. Gallio came 
from an illustrious family in Spain that eventually moved to Rome. His real name was 
Marcus Annaeus Novatus, but he was adopted by the orator Lucius Junius Gallio and 
afterwards bore his adoptive father's last name. 

• Seneca said, "No mortal is so pleasant to any one person as Gallio is to everybody.“ Luke 
also describes his stable and affable personality. He quickly saw through the lies of the 
Jewish leaders and dismissed the charges. To prevent further such incidents, he punished 
them for filing false charges (18:14-17).   

• "If Gallio had accepted the Jewish charge, and found Paul guilty of the alleged offence, 
provincial governors everywhere would have had a precedent, and Paul's ministry would 
have been severely restricted. As it was, Gallio's refusal to act in the matter was tantamount 
to the recognition of Christianity as a religio licita (an authorized religion); and the decision 
of so eminent a Roman proconsul would carry weight wherever the issue arose again and 
give pause to those who might want to oppose the Christian movement...For the coming 
decade or so, the Christian message could be proclaimed in the provinces of the empire 
without fear of coming into conflict with Roman law, thanks largely to Gallio's decision" 
(Longenecker, EBC p. 486, notes on 18:14-16).

• (tp) Archaeologists have confirmed Gallio was the proconsul of Achaia. The Delphi 
inscription (AD 52) states in part: As Lucius Junius Gallio, my friend, and the proconsul of 
Achaia ... Gallio is named as Claudius’ friend. The stone was attached to the outer wall of 
the Temple of Apollo in Delphi. It gives us a fixed time for establishing Paul's ministry in 
Corinth. 
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Gallio (18:12)
• (tp R) View of the portion of the Gallio 

Inscription from Delphi that mentions 
Gallio. In the large fragment, in the 4th line 
from the top, the Gk form of Gallio is clearly 
visible. The Greek inscription is a copy of a 
decree of Claudius (41–54) who 
commanded L. Iunius Gallio, the governor, 
to assist in settling additional elite persons 
in Delphi—in an effort to revitalize it.

• For all 9 pieces click here.
• (bt R) Gallio was the proconsul of Achaia 

while Paul was in Corinth (18:12). When the 
Jews charged him with breaking the law, he 
stood him before Gallio at the place of 
judgment (bema). Gallio dismissed the 
charges against Paul as a religious not a 
criminal matter. 

http://holylandphotos.org/go.asp?img=GCTCDLAR14


Luke and Acts historical accuracy 30

Praetor (16:20)
• Luke was once thought incorrect for referring to the Philippian rulers as praetors (16:20). Scholars said 

two duumuirs would have ruled the town. Findings later showed that the title of praetor was employed 
by the magistrates of a Roman colony. 

• "Luke quite accurately designated the local officials of Philippi as praetors. While it was customary for 
the magistrates of Roman colonies to be known as duumvirs rather than praetors, it is clear from 
Cicero that in educated circles the latter was a courtesy title for the magisterial officials of the colony.”

• A Praetor was a Roman magistrate administrating justice. The word indicates one who 'goes before 
the others'. Taken literally, the title may be derived from the army; as a figure of speech, it may have 
described a civil official. The word was certainly used to describe the first consuls. 

• After the reforms of the 360's, it described a patrician magistrate responsible for the administration of 
justice. Later, plebeians were also allowed to be praetor. In 242, a second praetor was introduced, the 
praetor peregrinus, who was responsible for Italy. The first praetor, the p. urbanus, stayed in Rome. 

• In 227, 2 additional praetors were introduced: they were responsible for the provinces of Sicily and 
Sardinia/Corsica. After the creation of provinces in Spain (Hispania Citerior and Ulterior) in 197, the 
number was raised to 6. When new territories were conquered, no new praetors were appointed. At 
that time, the office was occupied for 2 years. 

• Praetors were chosen by the Comitia centuriata, an assembly of the people in which the richest 
Romans were in the majority. After the Lex Vibia annalis (180), a minimum age of 40 years was 
required. Not much later, the p. urbanus: also chaired the law court that judged corrupt governors. At 
the same time, the provincial praetors disappeared; instead, some financial tasks were added. 

• After Sulla, the number of praetors rose to 8 or 10, after Caesar it was 10 or 12. It fluctuated between 
10 and 18. The minimum age was lowered to 30 and a new task had been added: the praetor had to 
pay for the Games. 

• A praetor had 6 bodyguards (lictores) and was allowed to wear a purple-bordered toga. (Livius)
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Asiarch (19:31)
• Asiarchs Regarding Paul, Luke mentioned the asiarchs who were 

friends of his (19:31) in Ephesus. "These are officers like the 'town 
clerk' and 'temple keeper,' who are now well-known from monuments 
... There was only one Asiarch who held office at any one time, and 
the incumbent was changed every fourth year. There were naturally 
many ex-asiarchs…"

• Prof McRay notes: “In 1974, M. Rossner identified 74 Asiarchs or high 
priests of Asia in Ephesus from inscriptions. The recent monumental 
publication of the repertorium of inscriptions from Ephesus, containing 
no less than 3,500 previously known and new inscriptions, has brought 
the number of Asiarchs in Ephesus to 106, including both men and 
women. Asiarch inscriptions have been found in more than 40 cities 
throughout Asia…the fact that such men were friends of Paul may 
suggest that the wealthy and educated people of Ephesus were not as 
opposed to Paul as the superstitious crowd in the theatre…” 
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Asiarch (19:31)
• The Asiarchs were 10 superintendents of the public games and religious rites of 

proconsular Asia, who celebrated at their own expense the games in honour of 
the gods and emperor. Each city annually, about the time of the autumnal 
equinox, delegated one of its citizens with a view to this office; out of the entire 
number 10 were elected by the assembly of deputies, and one of the 10, 
perhaps chosen by the proconsul, presided. It has been disputed whether only 
the president or the whole of the 10 bore the title asiarch. From 19:31 it would 
appear that all bore the title and also that through courtesy it was extended to 
those who had held the office previously. (Unger's) 

• The imperial temples were administered by high priests called Archeireus, who 
added the name of the city where their temple was located to the beginning of 
their titles. Even though the temples were owned by the cities, they were 
respected by every citizen in the province. 

• The exact relationship between the archiereis and the asiarchs who were the 
chief archiereis in the province is not known. Asiarch may also mean the 
organizer and the director of semi-religious plays called Koina Asias, which 
were organized in a different province every 4 years to honour the emperor. 
Being an archiereus, above all, was an honourable duty requiring financial 
sacrifices. (World Archaeology Online: Ephesus)
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Town Clerk (19:35)
• After quieting the crowd, the town clerk said, "Men of Ephesus, what 

man is there after all who does not know that the city of the 
Ephesians is guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of the 
image which fell down from heaven?” (Ac 19:35)

• A town clerk (Gk grammateus) was an official of a Greek city state. 
His was an important political position. He was responsible for the 
city archives; taking minutes at the council meetings; handling 
official communications, including public readings; serving on a 
number of boards; handling many administrative details; and even 
annually distributing money to the poor. 

• The Ephesian town clerk (v 35) was also president of the assembly. 
His importance and prominence are shown by the fact that his name 
frequently appeared on coins.

• Later in the 1st c, probably in the reign of Domitian, the term applied 
to cities like Pergamum, Smyrna and Ephesus, which were seats of 
emperor worship. They were officially designated “temple-wardens”.
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First Man (28:7)
• Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading 

man of the island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us 
courteously three days. (Ac 28:7)

• First man Publius was the chief man of Malta. Luke's title is the correct 
designation of the Roman governor of Malta. 

• “Since Melita was attached to Sicily at that time, the chief man would be a 
deputy of the Prætor of Sicily. No inscription has been found in Malta to 
verify the title chief man (governor) of the island, but on the neighbouring 
island of Gaulus an inscription was discovered which included the words 
Protos Melitaion, a phrase equivalent with that used by Luke. A Latin 
inscription also resembles the title. 

• “As the leading official in Malta, he was responsible for any Roman soldiers 
and their prisoners who might land there, but the account in Acts 28:7 
implies that he displayed more than ordinary solicitude for Paul and his 
shipwrecked company. The apocryphal Acts of St. Paul states that ‘he did 
for them many acts of great kindness and charity’. Tradition relates that 
Publius accepted Christianity, and became first bishop of Malta. Later he 
became bishop of Athens. and, according to Jerome, he died a martyr's 
death.” (Pittman, Randall T. Words and Their Way in the Greek New 
Testament)
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Other examples

• Scholars believed that Luke made two mistakes in Ac16:12-40. He 
used the Gk word meris to mean "region“ (v 12). Until Egyptian 
papyri were found proving this Macedonian idiom, this was a highly 
criticized verse (Wiseman and Yamauchi, p. 90). 

• Luke also:
– Faithfully records that the Athenians call Paul an idle babbler, (17:18) 

which is a “word of characteristically Athenian slang.” The Gk 
spermologos lit. means seed-picker (as the crow), i.e. (fig.) a sponger, 
loafer (specifically, a gossip or trifler in talk).

– Correctly describes two ways to gain Roman citizenship (22:28) 
– Accurately explains provincial penal procedure (24:1-9) 
– Accurately depicts the invoking one's Roman citizenship, including the 

legal formula, de quibus cognoscere volebam (25:18) 
– Describes truly a Roman custody and the conditions of being 

imprisoned at one's own expense (28:16, 30-31) 
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Other examples
• Now as they were seeking to kill him, news came to the commander 

of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar (21:31). 
• Under what law or pretence was the Jewish mob working when it 

intended to kill Paul? 
• Josephus says a certain inscription separated the part of the temple 

that Gentiles could enter, from the portions of the temple that they 
could not enter. This inscription “forbade any foreigner to go in, under 
pain of death” (Ant.15:11:5). 

• C.S. Clermont- Ganneau published in 1871 a find about 50m from 
the actual temple site, of a fragment of stone with 7 lines of Greek 
capitals (see Thompson, 1962, p. 314). Finegan’s translation is as 
follows:

• No foreigner is to enter within the balustrade and enclosure around 
the temple area. Whoever is caught will have himself to blame for his 
death which will follow (1992, p. 197). 

• In addition, another stone fragment was found and described in 1938. 
Found near the N (St. Stephen’s) gate of Jerusalem, it was shorter 
than the first, with 6 lines. The partially preserved words clearly 
coincided with those on the first inscription. ‘From them it would 
appear that the wording of the entire inscription was identical (except 
for aut instead of eautoo)….”  He says that the letters had been 
painted red, and that the letters still retained much of their original 
colouration (Finegan, 1992, p. 197). 

• One can see why the mob in Ac 21 so boldly sought to kill Paul. 
These inscriptions shed light on the biblical text, and in doing so, 
offer further confirmation of its accuracy. (adapted from Kyle Butt)

The stone inscription forbidding 
Gentiles from entering the 
sanctified area of the temple in 
Jerusalem. (Zev Radovan) 
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Conclusion
• Having reviewed Acts’ accuracy on varied subjects, we can now judge what 

kind of historian is its author. The evidence suggests that we should come 
to the same conclusion as Prof. Johnson:

• “How reliable is Luke as a historian? Taking into account his fidelity to the 
one source we can check, his general accuracy in matters we know about 
from archaeological or documentary sources, and the overall agreement 
between his description of Paul’s movements and the descriptions in the 
Pauline letters, we conclude that Luke is accurate in what he tells us.”

• This is the same conclusion as classical historian A.N. Sherwin-White:  
“[A]ny attempt to reject [Acts’] basic historicity even in matters of detail must 
now appear absurd. Roman historians have long taken it for granted.”  The 
confirmed accuracy of Acts on so many details is not without significance for 
those details for which we have no independent evidence.  Pursuant to the 
long-standing maxim of the study of history, “[t]he source whose account 
can be confirmed by reference to outside authorities in some of its parts can 
be trusted in its entirety if it is impossible similarly to confirm the entire text.”  

• See Chris Price, 
Genre, Historicity, Date, and Authorship of Acts: A thorough discussion of the evidence
, July 30, 2005.

http://www.christianorigins.com/acts.html

