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Genesis: the Book of Origins

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
And by the breath of His mouth all their host. 

He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap;
He lays up the deeps in storehouses. 

Let all the earth fear the LORD;
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 

For He spoke, and it was done;
He commanded, and it stood fast. (Ps 33:6-9)
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Genesis 1-11

• 1 Creation (created, pattern, 
man)

• !:1-27 Creation (day 1, day 2, 
day 3, day 4, day 5, day 6 (
animals, man)

• 2:8 Garden of Eden
• 3 The Fall (the serpent, 

fig leaves, the temptation, 
the curse, cherubim)

• 5 
Ages of the antediluvian patriarchs

• 6 Noah’s ark
• 7 Noah enters the ark

• 7 The Flood (timeline, 
biblical significance)

• 8:4 Mount Ararat (Agri Daq, 
Zagros mountains)

• 8 The raven and the dove
• 9 The rainbow
• Postdiluvian period

– 10 Table of Nations 
(locations 1, 2)

– 10 Sumeria
– 11 Babel (tower, ziggurat)
– 11 

Genealogical table of the descendants of Noah
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Gn 1 Creation

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. (1:1-2)

Earth Blue Marble West (Terra 
spacecraft)

http://www.spacetoday.org/images/SolSys/Earth/EarthBlueMarbleWestTerraSat.jpg
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Gn 1 Creation: Created
• Genesis (the book of origins, or “beginnings” (LXX); Gk genesis, "origin“). A book of 

firsts, to describe beginnings (the Hebrew title re’shiyth consists of the first phrase “in 
the beginning”.

• Only 3 times in ch 1 is the word “created” used. When something was created from 
God, it was unique and only His Word made it possible:

– V 1 generally
– V 21 specifically of the animals, birds and sea creatures, uniquely the handiwork of God
– V 27 specifically of man, made in God’s image imago dei, as a self-conscious being

• Heb miyn “after their kind” (1:21): God created different living things and intended 
them to be different. Boundaries were made between living things. Phenomenal, not 
scientific, language is used here. 

• Of the heavens and the earth (1:1-25)
• Of man (1:26-2:25)

Generation1-2I

The PatriarchsRegeneration12-50III

Fall, Flood, Family, BabelDegeneration3-11II

DescriptionThemeChpSection
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Gn 1 Creation: Pattern

Beasts, man6Land, sky, vegetation3

Sea creatures, birds5Water, sky2

Luminaries4Light1

FillingDayFormDay

Creation pattern: Unformed → Form

Unfilled → Filling

Note: Heb. yom means “day”. For semantic-syntactical reasons, in Gn 1 (but not in 2:4-
25) yom can mean only a literal “day” of 24 hours. Also, the phrase “evening and 
morning” is a temporal expression which defines each “day” of the creation as a literal 
day. It cannot be made to means anything else. This corroborates with passages such 
as Ex 20:8-11, 31:12-17, to suggest consistently that the creation ‘day” is meant to be 
literal. Sequential, and chronological in nature. (Gerhad F. Hasel, The “Days” of Creation in Genesis 
1, Origins 21(1):5-38 (1994))
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Gn 1 Creation: Man
• God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them. (1:27)
• Image (Heb. tselem “to carve, cut off”) Man was shaped like God with an 

eternal pattern that nothing else created has. We share biological features 
with animals since we are in the same habitat, but we are transcendent 
being in the image of God (imago dei). 

• Aspects of being made imago dei:
– Rational
– Volitional
– Emotional
– Relational (able to relate to God with love, obedience, worship)
– Able to communicate (share ideas, love etc – designed for relationships; unique 

ability to speak in structured languages)
– Self-conscious (reason, abstract thinking, appreciation of beauty)
– Moral (moral sensitivity, conscience, able to make moral choices)

• Man was given the commandment to be fruitful (v 28). 
• Man and animal were vegetarian (v 29-36)
• God rested from creative work on the 7th day (2:2) – He had done all He had 

intended to do and rested to enjoy it. 
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Gn 1:3-5 Creation Day 1

• Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, one day. (1:3-5)

http://kotisatama.net/en/images/gallery/large/Gallery010102.jpg
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Gn 1:6-8 Creation Day 2

• Then God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the waters." God made the 
expanse, and separated the waters which were below the expanse 
from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. God 
called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a second day.(1:6-8)

http://www.traveling-images.com/Gallaries/papua_new_guinea/pages/paddeling home.htm
http://www.memoryimageicon.com/water/blue/sky-ocean-sea-ripples-6.jpg?PHPSESSID=18ceb1b837b4a5e84f0b13af7d13eed0
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Gn 1:9-10 Creation Day 3

Then God said, "Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, 
and let the dry land appear"; and it was so. God called the dry land earth, and the 
gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit 
trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with seed in them"; and it was so. 
The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed after their kind, and trees 
bearing fruit with seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 
There was evening and there was morning, a third day. (1:9-13)
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Gn 1:14-
19 

Creation 
Day 4

• Then God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years; and let them be for lights in the 
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth"; and it was so. 

• God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, 
and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. God 
placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the 
earth, and to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness; and God saw that it was good. There was 
evening and there was morning, a fourth day. (1:14-19)

Andromeda Galaxy
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Gn 1:20-23 Creation Day 5

• Then God said, "Let the waters teem 
with swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth in the open 
expanse of the heavens." God created 
the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, with which the 
waters swarmed after their kind, and 
every winged bird after its kind; and 
God saw that it was good. 

• God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth." There was evening and there 
was morning, a fifth day. (1:20-23)

Bird migration in Sinai, Egypt (ISI 16199/Kristian 
Sekulic)
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Gn 1:24-27 Creation Day 6 (Animals)

• Then God said, "Let the earth bring 
forth living creatures after their kind: 
cattle and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth after their kind"; 
and it was so. God made the beasts 
of the earth after their kind, and the 
cattle after their kind, and 
everything that creeps on the 
ground after its kind; and God saw 
that it was good. (1:24-25)

Images of wild beasts in 
the Okavango River Delta 
(Africa Imagery)
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Gn 1:24-27 Creation 
Day 6 (Man)

• Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them... 

• God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (1:26-27, 31)
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Gn 2:8 Garden of Eden

• The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and 
there He placed the man whom He had formed. (2:8)
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Gn 2:8 Garden of Eden
• Eden (“delight," "pleasantness“; 2:15, 3:23-24; Ezk 36:35; Jl 2:3)
• Many scholars now hold that Eden is not a proper name, but a common noun from 

Sumerian edin, “plain, steppe”, the garden thus being situated in a flat region. It was 
also referred to as “the garden of God” (Ezk 28:13, 31:9) and the “garden of the 
YHWH” (Is 51:3). LXX rendered the word “garden” as paradeisos (“park, pleasure 
ground” from Old Persian pairidaeza “enclosure”). From this came English paradise.

• Biblical scholars have long debated the exact location and even its existence. As the 
Tigris and Euphrates are clearly named, it has been thought to be in the Middle East. 
Some have suggested Babylonia in Mesp, and others Armenia, N of Mesp. However, 
the other 2 rivers named, the Pishon and Gihon, are hard to identify. Some have 
speculated that the Gihon may have been in Mesp as 2:13 says it winds through the 
entire land of ‘Cush’, or Ethiopia. Others think the Pishon and Gihon represent the 
Indus and the Nile, and that Eden included the whole of the Fertile Crescent from 
India to Egypt.

• More recently, some scholars have claimed that the Garden of Eden was situated at 
the head of the Persian Gulf, where the Tigris and Euphrates run into the sea. The 
site is now under water. 

• However scholars fail to account for the Flood that destroyed the entire world, 
including the Garden of Eden. Everything that existed before the Flood was ‘deluged 
and destroyed’ (2 Pe 3:5–6). The Flood waters covered the highest mountains of the 
day (Gn 7:19–20). Pre-Flood vegetation buried deep underground in the Middle East 
now provides much of our global oil requirements.

• Today’s Tigris and Euphrates were formed after the Flood, on top of sediment laid 
down by the Flood. Thus, the Garden of Eden cannot be located. Their names were 
taken from  the rivers described in Gn 2.
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Gn 3 The Fall (the serpent)

• Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, 
"Indeed, has God said, "You shall not eat from any tree of the 
garden'?" (3:1)
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Gn 3 The Fall (fig leaves)

• Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loin 
coverings. (3:7)
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Gn 3:6 The Fall (temptation)

• When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 
and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. (3:6)

• In the most ancient civilization known, Sumer, a seal that seems to depict the Fall was 
found. Known as the Temptation Seal, it is in BM, which labels it as “Chlorite cylinder 
seal. Late Akkadian or Neo-Sumerian. 2200-2100 BC. Provenance unknown. A female 
figure and a god (identified by his horned headdress” behind them a snake…in fact it is 
one of a well-known class of banquet scenes.” 

• Another interpretation is that it is simply a sacred marriage icon, the horned figure (R) 
being the king and with the priestess who customarily stood in for the goddess (L). The 
central tree stands for both festival and fertility, as does the Sacred Marriage itself. The 
snake represents fertility rising from below. 

• This artefact shows a man and a woman viewing a tree, and behind the woman is a 
serpent. The man and woman are both reaching for fruit of the tree. George Smith first 
related this to the Fall (The Chaldean Account of Genesis, London, 1875, pp 90-91). 

• The Genesis account of the temptation was believed to be a fabrication by Jewish 
writers, yet this graphic portrayal of events described in Genesis existed thousands of 
years before critics believe the book of Genesis was written. This artefact, one of the 
earliest surviving records, demonstrates that humans knew the essentials of the 
temptation incident, and not only from the biblical account written in Genesis (n). 

Temptation Seal This Mesp seal impression from the 23rd c. George Smith 
famously related this scene to the temptation of Eve in the Garden of Eden. The 
modern interpretation is that it displays a seated male deity facing a female 
worshiper, with a date palm and snake between them. (BM WA 89326) 
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Gn 3:24 The Curse

• So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the 
cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every direction to guard the way to 
the tree of life. (3:24)

• Another Sumerian seal, dated c. 3500, called the "Adam and Eve" seal, stamped 
in clay, depicts a man and a woman (naked except that the faint forms of what 
might be tall headdresses rise above their heads) stumbling forward as if utterly 
downcast and bowed in humiliation, followed by a serpent. 

• It was found in 1932 by Dr. E. A. Speiser near the bottom of the Tepe Gawra 
Mound, 19km N of Nineveh. He called it "strongly suggestive of the Adam and 
Eve story.“ (Speiser, E. A., quoted by H. H. Halley, Pocket Bible Handbook, 
Chicago, published privately, 19th ed, 1951, p. 68). 

• It is difficult to explain what the 3 figures, engraved on a seal dating from the 
beginnings of human antiquity, are doing if the artefact is not another depiction of 
the Genesis account. 

In 1932 E. A. Speiser of UPM, discovered 
a seal near the bottom of the Tepe Gawra 
Mound. The stone seal is ≈ ø2.5cm 
(UPM)
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Gn 3:24 Cherubim
• So He drove the man out; and at the east of 

the garden of Eden He stationed the 
cherubim and the flaming sword which 
turned every direction to guard the way to 
the tree of life. (3:24)

Posed in a garden of palms, with a lotus thicket 
beneath, this serene ivory figure likely represents a 
Biblical cherub. From the 9th or 8th c BC, the 12x10cm 
plaque, cut from an elephant’s tusk, was probably 
once inlaid in furniture in the palace of the Assyrian 
governor of Hadatu, at Arslan Tash in N Syria. (Ellie 
Borowski, BAR Jul/Aug 1998/Photo: David 
Harris/Bible Lands Museum)

Cherub ivory engraving 
from Samaria, IRA  (n)
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Gn 3:24 Cherubim• Cherub (Assy type, 9th c), lion-bodied, 
winged, engages a winged god with sword, 
perhaps "protecting" the stylized "Sacred 
Tree" (A Palm Tree) (cf. p.62, fig. 160. Heinz 
Demisch. Die Sphinx, Geschichte ihrer Darstellung von den 
Anfangen bis zur Gegenwart. Stuttgart. Verlag Urachhaus 
Johannes M. Mayer. 1977) 

• (Bt R): a line-drawing showing the poorly 
preserved mural from the palace of king 
Zimri-Lim ca 1778-1758 (a contemporary 
of Hammurabi) at Mari on the Euphrates. 
Of interest are several winged creatures 
guarding two trees one of which appears to 
be in bloom. 
<www.bibleorigins.net/CherubimOrigins.html>
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Gn 5 Ages of the Antediluvian patriarchs
• So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and he died. (5:5)
• The life span of man has been declining since the flood. The average age of man quickly 

dropped to less than 100 in the 200 years after the flood. This decrease in life time was a 
direct judgment from God for the unrighteousness of man. The recurring refrain and "he 
died" is also a powerful statement about the effects of sin and human mortality but not 
without the note of hope, hence Enoch.  

Note: Enoch (son of Jared) did 
not die. He was taken by God 
at age 365 (5:24)
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Gn 5 Ages of the Antediluvian patriarchs

Note: 
Methuselah 
died in the year 
of the Flood; 
Lamech died 5 
years before it. 
Both therefore 
were alive when 
the ark was 
being built (n -- 
explanation of 
names).
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Gn 5 Ages of the Antediluvian Patriarchs

• “The net result, as far as Genesis and the [Mesp] epics are concerned, is that one may 
postulate that (in the early 2nd millennium BC) the various peoples of Mesopotamia --- 
Sumerians, Babylonians, Western Semites (including Amorites and Abraham’s forebears) 
– already had a variety of traditions on certain primeval topics of common interest, such as 
a major flood as divine punishment. We have here parallel traditions seeming to go back 
in time to a common ancient event.” (n) (K A Kitchen, The Old Testament in its Context)
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Gn 6 Noah’s ark
• The ark measured 300x50x30 cubits (6:15), which is ≈ 140x23x13.5m, so its volume was 

43,500 m³, equivalent to 522 standard American railroad stock cars, each of which can hold 
240 sheep. Its size is designed for ocean-going, not merely for a local flood. 

• It had enough space to house animal representatives of every kind. Verifying studies include 
extinct and extant life forms (n1). If kept in cages of av. 50x50x30cm i.e. 75,000 cm³ size, the 
(estimated) 16,000 animals would only occupy 1,200m³ or 14.4 stock cars. 

• Not difficult to keep a million insect species as they need little space. If each pair was kept in 
cages of 10cm per side, or 1,000 cm³, all the insects would take up only 1,000 m³, or another 
12 cars, leaving a spare volume equal to 5 trains of 99 cars each for food, Noah’s family and 
‘range’ for the animals. However, insects are not included in the meaning of behemah or 
remes in 6:19-20, so they were not on board.

• It is possible to stack cages, with food on top or nearby (to minimize the amount of food 
carrying the humans had to do), to fill up more of the ark space, while still allowing plenty of 
room for gaps for air circulation. This is an emergency situation. Although there is plenty of 
room for exercise, skeptics have overstated the animals’ needs for exercise anyway.

• The ark probably carried compressed and dried foodstuffs, and probably a lot of concentrated 
food. Perhaps Noah fed the cattle mainly on grain, plus some hay for fibre. Woodmorappe 
calculated that the volume of foodstuffs would have been only about 15% of the ark’s total 
volume and that of drinking water 9.4%. This volume would be reduced further if rainwater was 
collected and piped into troughs. (Information from John Woodmorappe, Noah’s Ark: a 
Feasibility Study, ICR, 1996)

• The ark’s physical dimensions ensured optimal marine survival. The ratio 30:5:3 (L:W:D) is the 
optimum design for stability in rough seas,  not a standard design for open ocean vessels (n2). 
In laboratory experiments the 6:1 (L:W) ratio keeps it upright, with the waves running along its 
side (causing it to consistently turn toward the waves). It is virtually impossible to capsize. 

• The natural hydrocarbon resin (pitch) obtained from trees (n3) was used as an adhesive, in 
conjunction with spaced wooden pegs. As to gopher wood, there is no known species today in 
the world. It has been variously translated as cedar, teak, cypress. 
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Gn 6 Noah’s ark

• The safety of Noah’s Ark in the severe environments imposed by waves and winds during 
the Flood has been studied (Hong, S.W. et al, Safety Investigation of Noah’s Ark in a Seaway, 
Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal, 8(1):26-25, 1994). 3 major safety parameters (structural 
safety, overturning stability, and seakeeping quality) were evaluated altogether to assess 
the safety of the whole system.

• The study introduced the concept of ‘relative safety’, defined as the relative superiority in 
safety compared to other hull forms, and 12 different hull forms with the same displacement 
were generated for this purpose. 1/50 scaled model tests were done for 3 typical hull forms 
in order to validate the theoretical analysis. (n)

• Total safety index, defined as the weighted average of 3 relative safety performances, 
showed that the Ark had a superior level of safety in high winds and waves compared with 
the other hull forms studied. Its voyage limit, estimated on the basis of modern passenger 
ships, criteria, revealed that it could have navigated through waves higher than 30m.

• Summary of Main Points:
– The proportions and size of the ark are extremely seaworthy.  
– The ark could handle 47.5m waves before roll becomes critical. 
– Timber construction using 30cm hull and 50x50cm frame is adequate for 30m waves. 
– The ark is 13 times as stable as the ABS rules require (for a passenger vessel). 

Artist impression of ark design

Comparison of hull sections 
between the biggest 
wooden clipper on record, 
The Great Republic (1853) 
alongside Noah's Ark. 

http://www.worldwideflood.com/ark/safety_aig/safety_aig.htm
http://www.worldwideflood.com/default.htm
http://www.worldwideflood.com/ark/hull_form/prop_hull_form_files/tn_NARK-006.jpg
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Gn 7 Noah enters the ark

• Then the LORD said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household, for 
you alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time. You shall take 
with you of every clean animal by sevens, a male and his female; and of the 
animals that are not clean two, a male and his female; also of the birds of 
the sky, by sevens, male and female, to keep offspring alive on the face of 
all the earth. (7:1-3)
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Gn 7 The Flood

• The water prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth, and the 
ark floated on the surface of the water. The water prevailed more 
and more upon the earth, so that all the high mountains everywhere 
under the heavens were covered. The water prevailed 15 cubits 
higher, and the mountains were covered. (7:18-20)
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Gn 7 The Flood: Time Line
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Gn 7 The Flood: Biblical significance
• Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the 

earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to 
destroy them with the earth. Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood... (6:13-
14)

• Sequence of God’s intervention in the Flood:
– 7:9, 15. Brings the animals to the Ark. (predicted in 6:20 two of every kind will 

come to you) 
– 7:16. Shuts Noah and his family in with the 'door' described in 6:16  
– 7:10. Causes the flood to happen (as foretold in 6:17 I myself am bringing 

floodwaters) 
– 8:1. Remembered Noah and made a wind to subside the water. 
– Spoke to Noah at least 5 times;  

• 6:13-21. God gives Noah instructions for building the Ark, and explains what 
will happen (the ark was designed by God Himself)

• 7:1-4. God outlines the boarding procedure. 
• 8:15-17. God instructs Noah to exit the ark. 
• 8:21. God commits never to repeat the flood.
• 9:1-17. God blesses and instructs Noah and his sons. 
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Gn 7 The Flood: Biblical significance
• Reasons for God’s judgment:

– 6:5 men turned away from Him (neither thanked nor recognized Him)
– 6:6 men rebelled against their Creator
– 6:12-13 men were corrupt and violent (Heb. chamac, committing 

injurious wrong doing) towards each other
• Shows the nature of God:

– He is a holy God and cannot tolerate sin
– He is a just God; sin will not go unpunished
– He is a God of mercy in that He spares some; in the ark they were 

secure (just as in Christ we are secure Ro 8:31f)
– He is an Almighty God in that the Flood unleashed great power 

• The universal Flood presages the Second Coming in Mt 24:37-39
– 6:17-20 it covered everything on the earth (it has been calculated that 

there is enough ocean water today to cover a completely level earth to a 
deoth of 2.7km, so enough to cover antediluvian mountains)

– 6:21-23 it killed all flesh
– Heb. Mabbuwl “floodwaters” is used only of Noah’s flood. A very special 

term, mentioned in 2 Pe 3:6 Gk katakluzo, a “deluge”. 
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Gn 8:4 Mt Ararat (Agri Daq)

• In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon 
the mountains of Ararat. (8:4)

• No particular mountain is indicated, for Ararat (or Urartu) was the name of an 
ancient country. The phrase the mountains of Ararat would be equivalent to 
saying "the mountains of Spain," for instance. There is one prominent peak in 
this region, however, that is today called Mt. Ararat (n).  

• Ararat refers to the country between the Tigris and the Caucasus Mountains, 
now known as Armenia and so called in the Assy inscription Urartu; it now 
applies to the mountain range there. 

• The highest of these mountains, Agri Dag, on the Russian border in E Turkey, is 
usually thought of as where the ark landed as it is the highest mountain in the 
chain and in the entire ANE. Ancient traditions point to at least 6 other landing 
places, and it is not possible to be dogmatic about the site. Numerous 
expeditions have explored the traditional Mt Ararat, without any definitive results.

• The Aram and Syriac translations of 8:4 render it Ture Kardu, i.e. mountains of 
Kurdistan (J Judi) SE of Lake Van.

Mt Ararat at the extreme E of Turkey, overlooks 
Armenia to the NE and Iran to the SE 
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Gn 8:4 Mt Ararat (Agri Daq) 
• Mt. Ararat is found in part of Turkey, Armenia and Iran, and snow constantly covers its 

summit (5165m asl). The indigenous still call this mountain Kuhi Nuch, which signifies the 
Mountain of Noah. 

• Mt Ararat dominates the skyline at the junction of 4 nations. Many believe this was the 
resting place of Noah's Ark. The Armenians revere the mountain as the origin of the 
Armenian people, or Hay, believing they are direct descendents of Noah's family (but every 
family on earth is also a descendant). Currently, there is no remnant or photograph of the 
Ark recognized as legitimate by the major creationist organizations such as AiG, ICR, CRS. 
Other factors against the location (n):

– Does not fit the requirement for being E of Shinar or Babylon
– No evidence that this extinct volcano was ever under water.
– It is a solitary (twin) mountain, but mountains of Ararat probably refers to a mountainous area with 

a range of peaks. 
– The alternative name for Agri Dagi as "Ararat" cannot be traced back thousands of years BC. 
– After leaving the Ark the animals have to make their way down a fresh 5165m volcano considered 

a challenge to modern climbers.
Mt Ararat from Armenia (NEt). The 
Armenians call it "Masis"

(bt R) Mt Ararat entices many curious archaeologists and explorers. Few are allowed to scale the 
mountain's heights, however, as it lies in a Turkish military zone. Even if Noah's Ark did exist, it is 
unlikely the wooden boat would still be preserved today, many experts say. 
(NG/George F. Mobley)
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Gn 8:4 Mt Ararat (Zagros mountains)
• …as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and 

settled there (11:2, NAS). NKJV, KJV translate Heb. mi-qedem as  from the 
east (NKJV, KJV). Mi is ‘from’ or ‘coming from', qedem is ‘front of the 
east’. Of the locations described in Gn 11, the most reliable location is 
probably Babylon. The name is almost certainly derived from the Tower of 
Babel. The land of Shinar is less obvious, but is generally considered to be 
in the Mesopotamian valley. 

• Taking the Babel/Babylon link as the strongest clue, the early descendents 
came from the E of this area. This excludes Mt Ararat in Turkey, which is 
directly N. 

• E of Babylon are the Zagros mountains of Iran. These are a dramatically 
eroded sedimentary formation that could fit the idea of early post flood 
erosion as the soft sediment is uplifted. The Zagros range has many 
excellent examples of wind gaps and water gaps, and other evidences of 
anomalous erosion patterns best explained by the receding floodwaters. 

• If so, the ark was not likely to have been preserved here relative to the icy 
conditions of Ararat. Also, the wood of the ark may have been used as a 
source of fuel or building materials. 
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Gn 8 The raven and the dove

He sent out a raven, and it flew here and there until 
the water was dried up from the earth…So he waited 
yet another seven days; and again he sent out the 
dove from the ark. The dove came to him toward 
evening, and behold, in her beak was a freshly 
picked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the water was 
abated from the earth. (8:7, 10-11)
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Gn 9 The rainbow

• God said, "This is the sign of 
the covenant which I am 
making between Me and 
you and every living 
creature that is with you, for 
all successive generations; 

• I set My bow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for a sign of a 
covenant between Me and 
the earth.” (9:12-13)

Rainbow, California coast (Cliff G Mathieson III)



Genesis 1-11 37

Post-diluvian period

These are the families of the sons of Noah, according 
to their genealogies, by their nations; and out of these 

the nations were separated on the earth after the flood. 
(10:32)
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Gn 10: Table of Nations
• Gn 10 presents a list of nations descended from the 3 sons of Noah: 

Japheth, Ham and Shem. The Table of Nations is unique in the ancient 
world and contains 70 names of ancestral heads of nations and people 
known to Israel. The list proceeds from the less important, for the writer’s 
purpose, to the most important.

• Japheth’s line: 14 descendants, named first. Generally associated with the 
areas N, NW of Canaan, including mainland Greece,  Asia Minor, certain 
Mediterranean islands (Cyprus, Crete, Rhodes) and the mountainous area 
from Armenia to the Caspian Sea.

• Ham’s line: 30 descendants, generally located in N Africa (Egypt and the 
Sudan), along the coast of Somaliland and the W Arabian coasts and 
certain sections of the Mesopotamia and Canaan along with many of the 
people-groups that Israel encountered entering the Promised Land – 
Amorites, Jebusites, Perizzites, Hivites, Girgashites and others – are listed 
as Hamites.

• Shem’s line: 26 descendants, ancestor of Israel. 11:10-21 connects Shem 
with Abram who received God’s gracious covenant of blessings and hope 
for the human race (12:3). The identification of many pof Shem’s 
decendants remains uncertain. Some of the names refer to areas of NW 
Mesopotamia (Eber, Peleg, Aram). Elam was at the bend of the Persian 
Gulf, while Asshur and Arpachshad are in Up. Tigris region. Several names 
can be located plausibly in Somaliland (Havilah, Ophir). The 13 sons of 
Joktan are related to the tribes of the Arabian peninsula. 
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Gn 10: Table of Nations locations 1
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Gn 10: Table of Nations locations 2
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Gn 10 Sumeria
• Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became a 

mighty one on the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the 
LORD; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter 
before the LORD." The beginning of his kingdom was Babel 
and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 
(10:8-10)

• Sumer (Biblical Shinar) is the region of Mesp, S of mod. 
Baghdad that enormously influenced the Biblical world. 

• The term Sumerian applies to people who lived there from 
the mid-4th mill (and possibly much earlier). Their principal 
cities were Uruk (Biblical Erech), Agade (Biblical Accad), 
Nippur, Kish, Lagash, Isin and larsa. Sumerian civilization 
and culture came to an end around 1750. The Sumerians' 
racial identity and origin are unknown, but they were not 
Semites.

• The Sumerians created the world's earliest writing system, 
cuneiform, which formed the basis for the creation of 
Akkadian cuneiform.

• Sumerians contributed in numerous other significant ways 
to other ANE cultures.They invented the wheel, the potter's 
wheel and the sexagesimal numbering system (based on 
the number 60) and compiled collections of laws. In 
architecture they developed the arch, dome and vault. 
Large 30m high Sumerian ziggurats still exist. Their form 
seems similar to the structure described in the Tower of 
Babel mentioned in ch 11, but a direct connection has not 
been established.

• Sumerian mythology also strongly influenced ANE religion, 
including worship of the sun, moon, stars and several "dying 
gods”, like Dumuzi (also called Tammuz). 

Ruins of Uruk

Reconstruction of the burial shaft, showing the 
queen's retinue and the ox drivers (1928) in the 
cemetery at Ur in use between 2600-2000.(BM)
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Gn 11 Babel
• They said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them 

thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for 
mortar.” (11:3)

• Babel (Heb. Root bābal “confusion” or “mixing”). Site unknown. No 
archaeological evidence exists as yet to confirm there was a city at 
Babylon prior to the 1st Dynasty (c. 1800) but Bab tradition and a text 
of Shar-kalisharri, king of Agade c 2250, mentioning his restoration 
of the ziggurat at Babylon, implies that an earlier sacred city existed 
on the site.

• The use of burnt bricks and of bitumen for mortar is attested from 
earliest times. The latter was probably floated down the Euphrates 
from Hit.

• Babel became a symbol of the pride of man and his inevitable fall. 
Theologically, it is linked with the confusion and broken fellowship 
between men and nations when separated from God. 

• Babel was destroyed by Sargon I c. 2350 when he carried earth 
from it to build his capital Agade. 
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Gn 11: Babel (tower)

• They said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them 
thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. 
They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top 
will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we 
will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." (11:3-4)

The restored remains of the great ziggurat of Ur. It was 
built with similar characteristics as the Tower of Babel. Reconstruction of the ziggurat at Ur ca. 

2100 BC
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Gn 11: Babel (ziggurat)

• Temples were originally built on platforms. During the 3rd millennium, 
these were made higher and bigger. Eventually it was decided to build 
even higher temples on platforms which were stepped. These 
stepped towers made of mudbrick we call ziggurats. The one at 
Babylon was about 82m high and intended by its builders to reach 
into heaven. 

• By 2000 mud-brick ziggurats were being constructed in many 
Sumerian cities. Later, ziggurats were constructed in Babylonian and 
Assyrian cities. (BM)

• A 3x1.5m stela erected by King Ur-Nammu mentions a certain 
ziggurat: “The erection of this tower highly offended all the gods. In a 
night they threw down what man had built and impeded their 
progress. They were scattered abroad and their speech was strange.” 
(Robert T. Boyd, Tells, Tombs and Treasures, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1969, p. 78) (quoted in ASOT, 
p. 227)

http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/ziggurats/homemain.html
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Gn 11 Genealogical Table of the descendants of 
Noah


