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Animals of the Bible (H-Z)

For every beast of the forest is Mine,
The cattle on a thousand hills. 

I know every bird of the mountains,
And everything that moves in the field is Mine. 

(Ps 50:10-11)
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Animals (H-Z)

• Hare
• Hedgehog
• Jackal
• Leopard
• Lion
• Lizard
• Locust (grasshopper)
• Mole
• Mouse
• Porcupine

• Porpoise (dugong)
• Shephanim (rock hyrax)
• Sheep
• Snail
• Snake
• Swine (wild boar)
• Weasel
• Wolf
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Hare

• Hare. Hares were plentiful in Israel, 
but are mentioned in the Bible only 
as forbidden food (Lv 11:6; rabbit, 
NIV, NAS). 

• Hares look like large rabbits with 
longer ears and legs.

• Unlike rabbits, hares are born furry 
and able to see. Hares were 
mistakenly thought to chew the cud, 
but they were considered unclean 
because they did not have divided 
hoofs (Lv 11:6; Dt 14:7). 

Hare (ISI/Eyal Bartov)

Vessel in the form of a hare, Levantine, 
probably Syrian, Neolithic Period, ca 
6400–5900, L: 18.41 cm, Gypsum (MFA)
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Hedgehog

• Hedgehog "I will also make [Babylon] a possession for the 
hedgehog and swamps of water” (Is 14:23) But pelican and 
hedgehog will possess it (34:11) Both the pelican and the hedgehog 
will lodge in the tops of her [Nineveh’s ] pillars (Zp 2:14)

• The long-eared hedgehog is found in arid deserts and steppes, and 
commonly burrows under small bushes. It may also rest by day 
under rocks, rock heaps or hollows. Although it has sharp spines on 
its back that protect it from predators, it is also able to run very fast. 

• Long-eared hedgehogs dig their own burrows (usually under 
bushes), which are ≈ 45cm long and have a single opening. They 
have also been observed to use the burrows of other small 
mammals. 

Long-eared Hedgehog 
(Hemiechinus auritus)   
(Eyal Bartov)
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Hyena

• Hyenas will howl in their fortified towers and jackals in their 
luxurious palaces (Is 13:22)

• Hyenas were plentiful in Bible times. The desert creatures, beasts 
of the field (Is 13:21; Je 12:9) may refer to hyenas. The place 
name Zeboim (1 Sa 13:18; Ne 11:34) means "hyena." 

• A member of the dog family, hyenas have square snouts and 
powerful jaws. They run down prey and may even attack human 
beings. 

• The Israelites hated hyenas and considered them unclean 
because they are scavengers. Sometimes they would even dig up 
and devour dead bodies. Hyenas hunt at night. 

• They make a yapping and howling noise at night. Their eerie 
howls sound like demented laughter. 

Striped hyena (Hyaena Hyaena)
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Jackal
• Jackal. Bible references to jackals are confusing, since jackal, fox, 

dragon, and wolf may be used interchangeably, depending on the 
translation. It is uncertain if “fox” in the Bible is the same animal that 
we now call by that name. 

• It probably means our jackal (NAS does not translate it as “jackal”). 
This animal is about as large as a common sized dog, and its colour 
is yellow, or reddish brown.

• Jackals are often used in judgment passages in Scripture as a wild 
animal that inhabits a place abandoned by man. Isaiah spoke of 
jackals as making their dens in desolate places (Is 34:13). They are 
often found in great numbers around the walls and ruins of old cities. 

• Jackals live in holes or burrows which they dig in the ground. Jesus 
said, "The foxes have holes…but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay His head." (Mt 8:20)

• As scavengers, jackals also fed on garbage in towns and villages in 
Bible times. They have been known to scratch away the earth from 
graves that have been lately made, and then devour the bodies of 
the dead. This explains Ps 63:10 They will be a prey for foxes. 

• Jackals have an unpleasant smell, and are agricultural pests. They 
eat plants of different kinds; sometimes roots, and sometimes fruits. 
Thus SS 2:15  Catch the foxes for us, the little foxes that are ruining 
the vineyards..

• Samson’s "foxes" were probably jackals which, unlike foxes, travel in 
packs (Jg 15:4). 

The Jackal (Canis lupaster) is the 
"small Wolf" which has repeatedly 
been recorded from Israel. It occurs 
in the lower Jordan Valley up to 
Jerusalem and in the Negev. 
(www.gazelle.8m.net)

Jackal at Haiba 
Reserve (BP)
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Leopard

• Leopard (Heb nemerim) Jeremiah asked rhetorically, “Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin or the leopard his spots?” (Je 13:23)

• The Sinai leopard (Panthera pardus jarvisi) was familiar in Israel, and the 
Jews had good reason to fear it. Smaller and lighter than a lion, he was a 
better hunter. He was swift, wary, and intelligent, and could climb trees as 
easily as a domestic cat. He was also strong enough to drag his prey to a 
tree branch, where he can devour it out of reach of lions or hyenas. 

• Although leopards do not usually attack human beings, Jeremiah portrayed 
them symbolically as an instrument of God's judgment: a lion from the forest 
will slay them…a leopard is watching their cities (Je 5:6)

• The leopard was a symbol of swiftness in cruelty (Dn 7:6; Rv 13:2). Isaiah 
suggested that a day of peace would come when the savage leopard would 
not harm a young goat (11:6).

Leopard (Israel 
Govt Press Office)

The Sinai leopard was thought 
to be extinct in Israel until this 
1974 sighting caught the great 
cat in his lair. (Holy Land 
Conservation Fund)
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Lion
• Lion. Now extinct from Israel, but in ancient times it 

was known to have inhabited Syria, Israel, Asia Minor 
and the Balkans. 

• The Asiatic lion is the only one found outside Africa. 
Generally smaller than its African relatives, the male’s 
characteristic mane of hair is more modest than his 
African cousin’s and his ears are always visible through 
the hair. 

• The lion was the most awesome and dangerous wild 
beast in Israel. His tawny hide blended into the golden 
fields and sandy wastes. He hid in forests and 
sometimes pounced from the thickets near the Jordan 
River (Je 49:19). 

• He had an extremely powerful and muscular body with 
strong jaws. He killed with a swat of his paw. His relied 
on strength instead of speed in his hunting.

• The Bible has many references to lions. Daniel 
miraculously survived a night in a lions' den (Dn 6). 
Samson and David killed lions single-handedly (Jg 
14:5-6; 1 Sa 17:34-37). Kings hunted them, and in Ezk 
19:1-9, lions were also captured with pits and nets.

Asiatic lion (Panthera leo persica) 

This terracotta lioness figurine dates to about 
1400. It was found at Dur Kurigalzu (cn Iraq), the 
capital of the Kassite dynasty, which arose after 
the fall of Babylon in the early 16th c. (Scala)
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Lion (Biblical significance)
• The lion's majestic appearance and fearsome 

roar prompted many comparisons. The Lord 
roars from Zion (Jl 3:16). God was a protective 
lion for Israel (Ho 5:14). 

• A lion’s imposing looks and sounds symbolize 
royalty and courage. The highest compliment 
which biblical writers could give was to indicate 
that a person had the face or heart of a lion. 

• Ari, the most common term for lion, means "the 
strong one." 

• Jerusalem is called Ariel (Is 29:1) implying that it 
is "the strong [lion-like] city of God.“

• A young lion is called a cub (Gn 49:9, NIV) or 
whelp (NAS).

• Dan, and Gad (and Babylon) took the lion as 
their symbol. 

• Christ is the lion of Judah (Rv 5:5).

Canaanite lions on basalt stele, 
14th c, Beth-Shean/Sythopolis
(Tel el-Husn) (IMJ) ) 

Ashurbanipal (668–627), 
shown fighting a lion. 
(BM)
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Lion

Lion killing a man, H:6cm, 8th c. ivory carving 
from Nimrud (Assyrian Kalhu) (Werner 
Forman)

Stone relief of a lion-hunt from the 
palace of King Kapara 
Aramaean, mid-10th c , Tell Halaf, 
NE Syria (BM)

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXSR_=ba1&_IXSS_=_IXFPFX_%3dgraphical%252ffull%252f%26_IXNOMATCHES_%3dgraphical%252fno_matches%252ehtml%26%2524%2b%2528with%2bv2_searchable_index%2529%2bsort%3d%252e%26_IXDB_%3dcompass%26%257bUPPER%257d%253av2_free_text_tindex%3dgozan%26_IXspage%3dsearch%26_IXSESSION_%3dFGnm4DZWv4f%26_IXsearchterm%3dgozan&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/lg&_IXimg=k148255.jpg&submit-button=summary
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Lizard• Lizard. Little mention in the Bible, although they 
are common in Israel. Unclean animals (Lv 11:30).

• All lizards are cold-blooded reptiles so they thrive 
in deserts. But when the sun gets too hot even for 
them, they lie in the shade or burrow into the sand. 
One species is even called a sand reptile (Lv 
11:30; skink, NIV). 

• Several species of lizard are mentioned in the 
Bible, including the tzav, lit. a turtle Lv 11:29 
(“tortoise” KJV, but likely the Egyptian mastigure; 
most modern EVV translate as “great lizard”). 

• Lv 11:30 describes various lizards: the anaqah 
(gecko NIV, NAS), the koah (desert monitor lizard 
NIV, crocodile NAS) and the lita'ah (wall lizard NIV, 
lizard NAS) and the homet (skink NIV, sand reptile 
NAS), and the tanshemeth (chameleon, NIV, NAS)

• Proverbs describes the shmamit batim 
(Mediterranean gecko), a tiny, pink lizard 
commonly found inside Israeli homes that can walk 
across a plaster ceiling upside down or cling to a 
pane of glass. The shmamit you may grasp with 
the hands, yet it is in kings' palaces. (Pr 30:28).

• Monitor lizards (koah Lv 11:29) swim well. They 
can also climb trees. Many lizards scamper rapidly 
across the ground. Others have poorly developed 
legs or no legs at all. 

Shmamit habatim (Mediterranean gecko) 

5-lined skink VK

Desert monitor
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Locust 
(grasshopper)

• Grasshopper. There are numerous references to grasshoppers and locusts in the Bible. 
Some are literal (Ex 10:4-19) while others are symbolic (Nu 13:33).

• The terms grasshopper and locust are often used interchangeably. A locust is one kind of 
grasshopper. Another rare term is katydid (Lv 11:22, NIV). It has a brown-coloured body 
5-8 cm long. 

• Airborne, with two sets of wings, the locust was dreaded because of its destructive power 
as a foliage-eating insect in the ancient world. The eighth plague in Egypt was an 
invasion of locusts. Millions may be included in one of these swarms, which usually occur 
in the spring. Locusts in such numbers speedily eat every plant in sight, totally destroying 
the crops. A locust plague is practically unstoppable.

• Rv 9 speaks of locust-like demons.
• Locusts do not always appear in swarms. Hot weather normally brings a few solitary 

grasshoppers and locusts to Israel. 
• Many people, including the Jews, eat locusts (Lv 11:22). These insects may be boiled, 

fried, or dried. Locusts were part of the wilderness diet of John the Baptist (Mt 3:4).

Locust in Israel Nov 2004, 
(www.szabgab.com) 
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Mole

• In that day men will cast away to the moles and the bats Their idols of silver and their idols of 
gold (Is 2:20)

• Mole. An unclean animal (Lv 11:29). Israel has no true moles. The European "mole," Talpa 
europea, is absent from Syria and Israel, its place being taken by the mole-rat.

• (1) The mole-rat Spalax typhlus belonging to the Rodentia, may be the animal intended by 
Heb. tinshemet (Lv 11:30, NAS and NIV). It has teeth of the same general type as those of a 
rat or squirrel. It lives underground and feeds on roots and bulbs, to the distress of farmers. 
Its tiny ears and eyes are nearly hidden in their thick coats of fur. It is larger than the mole, 
but of the same colour and is blind. It makes tunnels much like those of the mole. While the 
mole digs with its special front feet, the mole-rat digs with its nose, its feet being normal in 
shape. 

• (2) The hepor perot, translated "moles" in Is 2:20, may be better translated "burrowing rats," 
or "mice," being understood as generic for all the numerous burrowers found in waste places. 
The mole rat is a rodent (the NIV translation), whereas the true mole is one of the insectivora, 
which comprise the shrews, hedgehogs, and moles, and feeds on earth-worms and insect 
larvae. 

• (3) The holed (Lv 11:29) translated "mole" (NAS, NKJV), "weasel" (RSV, NIV, KJV). The 
cognative Arab. of the term, huld, refers to the mole-rat, and the term must be understood in 
a family sense for all the Mustelidoe, as the marten, ichneumon, genet, and polecat.

• Because it lives in darkness, the prophet Isaiah referred to moles as a symbol of the 
spiritually blind. Also see Weasel. 

Blind mole rat (National 
Academy of Sciences)Israel mole rat

Nannospalax ehrenbergi 

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/resources/Grzimek_mammals/Rats_Others/Nannospalax_ehrenbergi.jpg/view.html
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Mouse

• Mouse. About 40 kinds of mice are found 
in Israel. These include house and field 
mice, voles, small rats, jerboas, and even 
hamsters. 

• Arabs ate hamsters, but all rodents were 
unclean (Lv 11:29; Is 66:17).

• In spite of its small size, the mouse is one 
of the most destructive animals in the 
world. Swarms of mice threatened grain 
crops in ancient times. 

• When the Philistines stole the Ark, God 
punished them by sending a swarm of 
mice (likely the Black Rat rattus rattus) 
which infected them with a disease (1 Sa 
6:4-5,11,18; rats, NAS, NKJV).
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Porcupine

• Porcupine. The prophets Isaiah and 
Zephaniah mention a wild creature that 
lived in desolate ruined places (Is 14:23; 
34:11; Zp 2:14). 

• KJV calls it a bittern; NAS, RSV, ESV 
translates the animal as hedgehog ; NKJV 
 porcupine, NIV owl.  

• Israel does have porcupines, even today. 
They are small animals with sharp needles 
all over their backs. When in danger, the 
porcupine rolls up into a prickly ball.

Porcupine cub (ISI/Eyal Bartov)
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Porpoise 
(Dugong)

• Porpoise. Only the skin of badgers is mentioned in the Bible and even this is 
questionable. Heb tachash (Ex 26:14, Nu 4:6-25) is translated “porpoise-skins” 
(NAS), "porpoise-hides" (NEB), or "hides of sea cows" (NIV). NAS has “porpoise 
skins” in Ezk 16:10 which refers to a foot covering, while NKJV, KJV have 
"badger skins“, RSV “goatskins”.

• The seal, the porpoise, the dolphin, and the dugong are all of about the same 
size and inhabit the seas bordering on Egypt and Sinai, so are all possible 
candidates. Recent opinion favours the dugong. Its smooth, greyish-brown skin 
is thick and very tough, slightly lighter in colour on the belly, and has a light 
scattering of fine hair. 

• However, no one is sure. Possibly this word did mean badgers. Coarse badger 
hair would certainly be a protective cushion between the fine fabrics in which the 
articles of worship were wrapped for travel. The main objection is that badgers' 
skins were not easily available to the Israelites. The badger, Meles taxus, while 
fairly abundant in Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, does not seem to occur in Sinai or 
Egypt.

Dugong dugon (dugong)

Honey badger (Treknature)
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Shephanim  (rock hyrax)

• The cliffs are a refuge for the shephanim (Ps 104:18) The shephanim are not 
mighty people, yet they make their houses in the rocks (Pr 30:26)

• The biblical shephan (shafan) is believed to be the Syrian rock hyraxes 
(rock coney, rock badger). It is a rabbit-sized furry animal. With short ears, 
sharp teeth, and black-button eyes, it resembles an overgrown guinea pig. 

• The Middle East hyraxes are the only non-African members of the hyrax 
family. Their habitat reaches from the mountains of N Israel all the way down 
the E deserts and mountains to Eilat.

• The rock hyrax lives in colonies of about 50 individuals. Their usual daily 
pattern is to come out of their dens at dawn to sun themselves together on a 
rock, grooming and stretching. Then they feed for about an hour on grasses 
or leaves.

• Feeble, or defenceless they may be, but they find safety in steep, rocky 
terrain. Their feet have a suction-like grip that enables them to scamper with 
agility among rocky outcroppings. Their enemies easily overlook a rock 
badger stretched out motionless on a sun-warmed rock.
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Shephanim  (rock hyrax)

Rock hyrax (Procavia capensis) in Zefat (Treknature)Hyrax Syriacus (J.P. van de Giessen, Aantekeningen bij de 
Bijbel) 

http://bijbelaantekeningen.blogspot.com/
http://bijbelaantekeningen.blogspot.com/
http://bijbelaantekeningen.blogspot.com/
http://bijbelaantekeningen.blogspot.com/
http://bijbelaantekeningen.blogspot.com/
http://bijbelaantekeningen.blogspot.com/
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Sheep
• Sheep In Bible times sheep were probably brown or a 

mixture of black and white. Fat tails were prized on sheep. 
This is a storage organ weighing up to 5kg, analogous to a 
camel’s hump, and useful in the hot dry summer and cold 
winter. The Jews sacrificed the entire fat tail which he shall 
remove close to the backbone (Lv 3:9). 

• Sheep were also valuable because they provided meat. 
Mutton was a nutritious food, and it could be packed away 
and preserved for winter. Shepherds wore warm sheepskin 
jackets.

• By nature, sheep are helpless creatures. They depend on 
shepherds to lead them to water and pasture, to fight off wild 
beasts, and to anoint their faces with oil when a snake nips 
them from the grass. 

• Sheep are social animals that gather in flocks, but tend to 
wander off and fall into a crevice or get caught in a thorn 
bush. Then the shepherd must leave the rest of his flock to 
search for the stray. God speaks of Himself as a shepherd 
(Ps 23). Jesus is the Good Shepherd (Jn 10:1-18).

• Wild sheep, high-spirited and independent, lived among the 
tall peaks of Israel's mountains. Like their domesticated 
cousins, they flocked together, but their disposition more 
nearly resembled goats. They are referred to as mountain 
sheep (Dt 14:5, NKJV, ESV, RSV, NIV, NAS), chamois 
(KJV), and rock goat (NEB).

• The male sheep is a ram; the female is a ewe.

Sheep in Beer Sheva (NPA 29224)

In Moshav Givat Yoav (NPA 73227)
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Snail
• Snail. Small, slow-crawling animals with a soft body protected by 

a coiled shell. They move with wave-like motions of their single 
foot, secreting a slime as they go to make their travel easier. 

• The Psalmist may have had this peculiar motion in mind when he 
spoke of the snail which melts away as it goes along (Ps 58:8). It 
reflects an ancient belief that in leaving a visible trail behind it, the 
snail gradually melted away.

• The snail in Lv 11:30 (KJV) is probably a skink, a type of sand 
lizard.

Snail, Tel Aviv  (Treknature 
1/2/05)
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Snake

• Snake. Several different words for snake or 
serpent appear some 20 times. No species of 
the order Ophidia is clearly identified.

• Adder and viper are two different words for the 
same deadly snake. NEB translates Is 30:6 as 
the sand viper.

• The brood of vipers (Lk 3:7 etc) may well refer 
to the vipera palestina found over much of the 
country, as it bears live young in batches. 

• Most snakes in Israel were non-poisonous, but 
the Jews feared and hated all snakes. In the 
Bible the serpent is often referred to as the 
symbol of evil and wrongdoing (Gn 3; Ps 
140:3; Je 8:17; Rv 20:2 ). 

Israel’s largest viper (Vipera 
palestina) 

Desert viper (Cerastes vipera) 
(Michel Aymerich)
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Snake

• The fiery serpent of Nu 21:6; Jn 3:14 is believed to be the carpet 
viper (IBD), the saw-scaled viper, or the puff adder (Nelson’s). 
"Fiery" may indicate a burning fever from the bite.

• The carpet viper (a) is notorious for striking without provocation 
(b) has a venom that is largely haemolytic, causing death after 
several days (c) is more active by day than other desert vipers, 
and (d) in parts of Asia and Africa it is known to become very 
numerous over a limited area. 

• The viper that bit Paul in Ac 28:3 is probably the common viper.

Puff adderCarpet viper (Echis coloratus ) 
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Snake

• The snakes (tsepha) for which there is no charm Je 8:17 suggests 
desert vipers (“adders” NAS, ESV; “vipers” NKJV, NIV).

• Heb peten (Dt 32:33; Jb 20:14, 16; Ps 58:4; 91:13; Is 11:8) is a 
poisonous species, probably the Black Desert Cobra, resident in 
arid N Africa and the Middle East. It forages in low shrubs, in rock 
crevices, or wherever else these creatures might shelter which lives 
in holes (Is 11:8) and was used by snake-charmers (Ps 58:4-5). 

• Ps 58:4 speaks of the deaf cobra (NAS, NKJV, NIV) since snakes 
have no ears to receive sound waves. They rely on physical 
vibrations to pick up sounds.

Black Desert Cobra, 
Walterinnesia aegyptia. 
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Swine (Wild boar)

• Swine. Pig, which once meant young swine, is now the general name in use. 
Swine is obsolete but still used in most EVV. Jews had nothing to do with 
pigs, which were unclean, but pigs still receive much attention in the Bible. 

• In Ps 80:13, Israel's enemies were likened to a boar out of the woods. Vicious 
wild pigs (boars) ranged throughout Israel. Owners of vineyards hated them, 
because they devoured grapes and trampled their vines. Dogs and men alike 
feared their razor-sharp tusks. 

• Ps 68:30 Rebuke the beasts in the reeds may also refer to the wild boar 
since its habitat is the forest and reed beds. 

• Domesticated pigs were also raised in Israel, by Gentiles or unorthodox 
Jews. It would not be strange for the demons to be sent into a nearby herd of 
swine, as a Jew considered swine and demons of the same order (Mt 8:30f). 

• The symbol of greed and filth, pigs symbolized a person's unredeemed 
nature (2 Pe 2:22). In the parable, the prodigal son even had to eat the food 
of hogs (Lk 15:15-16).

Wild boars (J. P. van de Giessen)
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Weasel

• Weasel. These animals live in almost 
every country, including Israel. They are 
small and furry, with thin, long bodies and 
short legs. 

• Weasels eat small animals, mainly voles, 
rats and mice. They have a reputation for 
stealing eggs. 

• The Bible mentions them only in Lv 11:29, 
as unclean animals. Some modern sources 
believe the mole (NAS) or mole-rat (NEB) 
was meant in this verse.

Weasel (Mustela vulgaris) 
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Wolf• Wolf. Menace to the sheep farmers of Israel, 
but man's first dogs were probably tamed wolf 
pups. Perhaps this kinship enabled wolves to 
lurk near sheepfolds and gain their reputation 
for treachery.

• Of his youngest son, Jacob said: Benjamin is 
a ravenous wolf (Gn 49:27). The Hebrew word 
translated ravenous means "to rip and tear," 
indicating the bloodthirsty nature of the wolf. 

• Wolves seem particularly cruel because they 
seek out the weak, old, and defenceless as 
victims. The flow of blood incites them to rip 
and tear even more with their powerful jaws.

• In the Bible, the wolf represent someone in 
authority who misused his position in a 
ruthless way. Jesus warned of false prophets 
who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves (Mt 7:15).

Desert wolf, Beersheva (Treknature)

Wolf, Kinneseret (Treknature)


