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Galilee Fishing and Fish

Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He 
saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they 
were fishermen. And He said to them, "Follow Me, and 
I will make you fishers of men." Immediately they left 

their nets and followed Him. (Mt 4:18-20)
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Fish and Fishing in the Sea of Galilee

• Lake Kinneret (name)
• Biblical significance
• Geography
• Ports
• Fishermen
• Fishing
• Ichythys
• “Jesus Boat”
• Fish
• Blenny, Loach, Damselfish
• Catfish
• Sardines
• Feeding the 5,000 and the 4,000

• Barbels
• Musht
• St Peter’s Fish
• Fishing techniques
• Rod and Line
• Coin in the fish
• Seine net (dragnet)
• Cast net
• Trammel net
• The great haul Lk 5:4-8
• The great haul Jn 21:6-8

#Slide 0


Galiee Fishing and Fishes 3

Lake Kinneret

• Lake Kinneret (biblical Sea of Galilee) is a warm, monomictic lake, 
located at the N end of the Afro-Syrian Rift Valley in N Israel. The 
climate is hot in summer, with winter rains from November through 
April and May.

• Lake Kinneret serves as the major reservoir for Israel's National 
Water Carrier System and supplies ≈ ⅓ of the country's annual 
water requirements. 

• As in Biblical Times, there is a significant commercial fishery on the 
lake with annual yields of 1,500-2,500 tons.

• Physical dimensions:
– Surface area: 170 km²
– Volume: 4 km²
– Maximum depth: 43m
– Mean depth: 25.6m
– Length of shoreline: 53 km
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The name Galilee
• Throughout history it has been known variously as 

the:
– Sea of Chinneroth and Chinnereth (Kinneret) (Nu 

34:11; Js 11:2; 12:3; 13:27), 
– Water of Gennesar (in accounts of the Hasmonean 

revolt) 
– Sea of Tiberias" (Jn 6:1; 21:1) 
– Sea of Galilee - Mt 4:18; 15:29 
– Lake of Gennesareth (Lk 5:1 and Jos.)

• Today in Israel it is known by its ancient name, 
Yam Kinneret from the Heb yam 'sea' which in 
ancient times was used to describe both large and 
small bodies of water. That is why it was translated 
'sea' in European languages. 

• The name Kinneret, some say, comes from either:
– ginner, the stringed musical instrument or lyre (kinor) 

because the shape of the lake roughly resembles a 
lyre. 

– The harp-like sounds of its waves. 
– kinnara, a sweet and edible fruit produced by the 

Christ thorn tree (Ziziphus spina-christi) which grows 
in the area. 

From boat on the Sea  looking toward the NW 
shore, with the high cliff of Mount Arbel on the L and 
Kibbutz Ginnosar on the R. 

Sea of Galilee at sunrise, as seen from the city 
of Tiberias. 
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Biblical significance
• The significance of the Sea of Galilee in Jesus' ministry is indicated by the 

fact that some of the first and some of the last events in his ministry 
occurred here. It was the major area of His ministry - Mt 4:18; 15:29; Mk 
1:16; 7:31

• Shortly after the temptation, Jesus travelled to Capernaum with his family 
(Jn 2:12). 

• Later Jesus moved to Capernaum and called four of his disciples from 
among the fishermen in the area (Mt 4). 

• While He performed many miracles (one estimate has it as 25 out of 33 
miracles) at points along the lakeshore, two of His most dramatic miracles 
were done on the water itself when He stilled the storm (Lk 8:22-25) and 
walked on the water (Mt 14:22-33; Jn 6:16-21; Mk 6:47-52). 

– Site of the drowning of the pigs - Mk 5:1-20; Lk 8:26-39
– Jesus frequently crossed this sea - Mt 8:23; Mk 8:10; Lk 8:22; Jn 6:1
– Miracle of the stilling of the waters - Mt 8:23-27; Lk 8:22-25
– Miracle of the enormous catch - Lk 5:1-11
– Miracle of Peter’s fish - Mt 17:24-27
– Following His resurrection, Jesus made breakfast on the shore for seven of the 

disciples (Jn 21) and gave Peter his lesson on feeding the sheep - Jn 21:1-23
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Geography

• From any point on the rocky shore, all other locations along the shoreline are 
visible. The hills of Galilee reach nearly 420m asl, and those of the Golan 
Heights (the Decapolis) reach >760m asl.

• Much of the Sea’s beauty comes from being nestled among the hills, green in 
the spring, brown during the dry season, contrasting with the deep blue of the 
water. The slopes of the Golan Heights on the E and Mount Arbel on the W drop 
sharply down to the Sea.

• It is subject to sudden and violent storms as the wind comes over the E 
mountains and drops suddenly onto the sea. Storms are especially likely when 
an E wind blows cool air over the warm air that covers the Sea. The cold air 
(being heavier) drops as the warm air rises. This sudden change can produce 
surprisingly furious storms in a short time, as it did in Jesus’ day (Mt 8:24).

• The climate of Galilee is quite tropical, with fertile soil. The most productive 
areas surround the sea. In Jesus’ time, wheat, barley, figs, grapes, and olives 
were produced in large quantities. 

• The fertile fields often gave Jesus opportunities to illustrate his teaching (Mt 
12:1; 13:1-43; Jn 12:24). Jesus’ messages about wealth and earthly treasures 
were easily understood by the inhabitants of the prosperous lake communities 
( Mt 6:19-21; 16:26; Lk 12:16-21).

Photograph from the hills N of the Sea, looking S. The 
foreground is the NW corner of the sea, where most of 
Jesus’ miracles were performed (Mt 11:20-24). Hidden 
below the hill are the remains of Korazin and Capernaum. 
Across the sea, are the high hills of the Decapolis. Jesus 
sailed across the sea from the area in front of the 
Decapolis.  (FTR)
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Geography
• The Sea is some 98km N of Jerusalem and is the 

deepest part of the N Great Jordan Rift. Thus the 
water collects there before it flows on its way. 

• Its surface is 209m bsl. Its depth varies from 25-
48m, being deepest along the course of the Jordan 
in the NE. The Sea is > 4m lower than it has been 
in recent history due largely to increasing 
population in the area and farmers using water 
from the lake for agricultural purposes.

• The lake water is clear but brackish. 
• From the point where the Jordan enters in the N to 

its exit in the S, the lake is nearly 21km long. 
• At its widest it is 11km in the N from at Magdala to 

the mouth of Wadi Semak. It gradually narrows 
toward the S, taking a pear shape, with a distinct 
bulge to the W. 

• (bt R) The Jordan River effectively flows through 
the Sea of Galilee, entering in the N and exiting in 
the S. 

Jordan River enters the Sea of 
Galilee

http://www.jerusalemperspective.com/images/Photo_Essays/sea_of_galilee/Jordan_River_entering_Sea_of_Galilee_aerial.jpg
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Ports

Ports in ancient Galilee, by Mendel Nun, Kibbutz Ein Gev, Israel, 1992

Purple: Roman roads

Blue: waterways

At least 15 man-made harbours dotted the shores of the Sea of Galilee. They 
consisted of 2 basic elements (e.g. Gennesar, on the NW shore): a short pier jutting 
straight into the water, and a long curved stone breakwater, which protected moored 
boats from the violent storms. To enter the harbour, boats slipped through the 
narrow passage between the pier and breakwater. The presence of numerous and 
large harbours attests to the commercial importance of the lake during Jesus' life. 
(By contrast, today there are only 5 harbours on the lake and these are used 
primarily for boats for tourists.) Magdala apparently was the industrial centre of the 
fishing trade, and fish to be exported were first salted here. Ports of Galilee (Mendel Nun, BAR)
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Fishermen
• And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." (Mt 

4:19) 
• The strenuous life of a fisherman required a strong physique (Lk 5:2), and 

their speech was sometimes rough (Mk 14:70f). 

Members of Kibbutz Ein Gev hauling in their 
nets on the E shore of the Sea. (NPA 2227)

Arab fishermen launching their boat into the Sea. 
Colour photo taken in the late 19th c by French 
photographer, Bonfils. (NPA 35115)
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Fishing

• The early Jews did not seem to have been very good in boats although they 
liked fish (Nu 11:5). The only navy they had was sunk in port in a storm (1 Ki 
22:48).

• It was not until NT times that fishing developed, and then on the Sea of 
Galilee. Magdala was one of the centres of the fishing industry; the name 
Magdala actually means “fish salting”. There was a large market around 
Galilee itself.

• It is hard to realize when one sees pictures of rural Galilee today that the 
lake was surrounded with large cities with ribbon development between, and 
that it was not easy at all for Jesus to find a deserted place around the lake 
where he could rest away from the crowds. 

• At least 7 of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen: Peter, Andrew, probably 
Philip, who also came from Bethsaida (Aram. ‘house of fishing’), James, Jn, 
Thomas and Nathanael (My 4:18, 21; Jn 1:44; 21:2). Peter, Andrew, James, 
and Jn were partners in a viable fishing business, and not poor men (Lk 5:7, 
10). 

• Jerusalem’s Fish Gate was where traders brought their fish through to sell to 
the populace (Zp 1:10). 
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Christian symbol: Ichythys

• The fish was one of the earliest symbols of Christian art, because 
the letters of the Gk ichthys ΙΧΘΥΣ were taken as an acronym for 
Iēsous Christos Theou Hyios Sōtēr (Іηογς Χριστος Θεον Υιος 
Σωτηρ), ‘Jesus Christ, of God, the Son, Saviour’. (IBD)

• In Christian symbolism the fish is of great significance. 
• "It is among the earliest art forms, and pertains to a period of Church 

history which causes it to be among the most interesting and 
important objects in the whole range of Christian symbolism. It is 
generally thought to be the symbol of Christ…

• “Probably, as suggested by Tertullian, the water and the rite of 
baptism were prominently in their thought, while secondary reference 
may have been had to the parable of the net or to the command of 
Christ to Peter and Andrew, 'Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men'" (Mt 4:18-19). (Unger’s)

• The Apostles were often referred to as fishers of men. Believers 
were called Pisciculi (from the Latin root "fish“). 
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“Jesus Boat”
• (L) This boat was found at N of Ginnosar, near 

Magdala, on the NW shore of the Galilee in 1986 (n).
• History: It was probably sunk in a naval battle off the 

coast of Magdala when the Romans conquered the 
city in about 67 AD. Josephus recounts that it was 
taken with much bloodshed. Since Magdala was a 
centre of boat building, many of the residents fled in 
their vessels. 

• In the great battle that ensued, some 6,500 Jews 
were killed. The sea became bloody and filled with 
dead bodies. The Roman general Vespasian then 
decreed that the remaining citizens would not be 
spared. The old and infirm were slaughtered and 
6,000 of its strongest were given as slaves to Nero; 
thousands more were sold in slave Mkets.

• Location: The so-called "Jesus Boat" is now in the 
Yigal Allon Centre on the grounds of Kibbutz Ginosar 
at Magdala. A reconstruction of what the boat might 
have looked like is on display at En Gevn. 
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“Jesus Boat”

• Description: By the construction techniques and 2 pottery vessels found near 
it, archeologists judged that the boat was from the Roman period. C-14 tests 
confirmed its usage between 100 BC-70 AD. All sources indicate that Galilean 
fishing boats were between L:6-9m, W:2.1m. This boat was L:8.2m, W:2.3m, 
D:1.2m, built in the known "shell first" fashion, with mortise and tenon joinery. 
Pine, cedar and cypress were the most common woods used. 

• Made mainly of cedar planks and oak frames. Much of the wood was in 
secondary use, i.e. it had been removed from older, obsolete boats. Additional 
wood fragments were uncovered nearby, attesting that the boat was found in 
a shipyard. 

• It was large enough to carry a load of fish and 15 people, including a crew of 
5. It is evidently the type of boat used on the Sea for both fishing and for trade 
and travel in the 1st c AD. Indeed, it may be that this type of boat was used by 
Jesus and his disciples (boats are mentioned 50 times in the Gospels). 

Mosaic found at a 1st c home in Migdal (Magdala), 
depicting a boat with a mast for sailing and oars for rowing, 
displayed at tCapernaum. Apparently it was designed for a 
crew of 4 rowers and a helmsman controlling a rudder (the 
larger third "oar" at the stern). Jesus and the Disciples 
would have sailed around the lake in a boat much like this. 
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“Jesus Boat”

First Century boat reconstruction
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Fish
• Fishing today in the Sea of Galilee is carried out either by purse 

seining or by entangling gear. Fishing has been developed, notably 
from Tiberias, Gennesaret and at Ein Gev, on the E shore. 

• Significant catches of fish are netted annually from motorboats and 
trawlers; sardines are mainly caught in winter, though, together with 
larger fish, they are also caught at other seasons. FAO reports that 
in 1993, 1,813mt of fish were caught, of which about 1000t were lav 
nun (a sardine) (Mirogrex terraesanctae). 

• Although the indigenous fish population of the Sea consists of 18 
species (Mendel Nun; IBD mentions at least 24 species), only 10 
are commercially important. The remainder are small inshore 
species, insignificant in number and quality. The main species are 
M. terraesanctae, Mugil cephalus, Tilapia galilaea, S. aureus and 
Barbus longiceps. Other species to be found include damselfish 
[genera Chromis], scaleless blennies [Blennius], catfish [Clarias], 
barbels, carps [Capoeta], and loaches {Nemachilus]. 
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Fish

• The most economically important type is a tilapia called St Peter's 
fish (S. galilaeus), and grey mullets (Mugil sp.), with which the lake 
is annually stocked. 

• The edible fish fall into 3 main categories and were the ones 
primarily sought by ancient fishermen. They are still the 
commercially most important fish today: 
(1) Sardines - 2 species, the staple product of the locals
(2) Biny (Barbels) - 3 species of the carp, called barbels for the 

barbs at the corners of their mouths. 
(3) Musht - 5 species including St Peter’s fish
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Fishes

Flathead mullet (Mugil cephalus) max 
120 cm SL ,  8 kg.   

Silver carp (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix) 
max 105 cm TL (male/unsexed); max. 
published weight: 50 kg 

Capoeta  damascina; max 50cm

http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Country/CountryCheckList.cfm?c_code=376
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.cfm?ID=785
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.cfm?ID=274
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.php?ID=26487
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Blenny, Loach, Damselfish

Freshwater blenny Salaria fluviatilis; max 
15 cm

Peacock blenny Salaria pavo; 
max 13cm

Angora loach Nemacheilus 
angorae 8.5cm

Damselfish Chromis andrae 
& Carp Barbus beddomii 

http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.cfm?ID=4877
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.cfm?ID=1701
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.cfm?ID=25993
http://www.biblepicturegallery.com/Pictures/Other-An/Fish of the Sea of Galilee (Chromis andrae & Barb la.htm
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Catfish

Coracinus or catfish Clarius macracanthus, 
Gunther (BPG). This is a silurus, or sheat 
fish, sometimes 90cm long. 

Catfish (Clarias lazera), whose Hebrew name, Sfamnun, means 
mustached fish. It may not be eaten by Jews because it lacks scales 
(Lv 11:9–11). Because of this, the fish has litthe commercial appeal. It 
is the largest of the indigenous fish in the lake, sometimes growing to 
L: 1.20cm, W: 11kg. It is the sole representative of the African family 
of catfish in Israel. (BAR/Mendel Nun)

N African catfish (Clarias  gariepinus); 
L:max 170cm, W: max 60kg 

http://www.biblepicturegallery.com/Pictures/Other-An/Fish of the Sea of Galilee (Clarias macracanthus) la.htm
http://filaman.ifm-geomar.de/Photos/ThumbnailsSummary.php?ID=1934
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Sardines
• The Kinneret sardine, Acanthobrama terrae 

sanctae is indigenous to the Sea. 
• Smallest of the commercial fish, but 

economically important; it constitutes more 
than half of the yearly catch from the lake --
about 1,000t. At the height of the sardine 
season, tens of tonnes of sardines are 
caught every night. This is why, already in 
antiquity, they were conserved by pickling.

• The centre of this industry was Magdala, 
hence its name Migdal Nunia, or Migdal of 
the fish, and Tarichea in Greek, meaning the 
place where fish are salted. 

• In ancient times, pickled sardines were an 
important element of diet throughout the 
country, especially for those who lived near 
the lake 

Fishermen bring their haul of Kinneret sardines, the 
smallest commercially important fish in the Sea of 
Galilee. The sardine accounts for more than half of 
the yearly catch from the lake. Pickled, this fish 
constituted an important part of the diet of those 
who lived by the sea in ancient times. The pickling 
industry was located in Magdala, the home of Mary 
Magdalene, on the western shore of the sea. 
(BAR/Mendel Nun)
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Feeding the 5,000 
and the 4,000

• They also had a few small fish; and after 
He had blessed them, He ordered these 
to be served as well. And they ate and 
were satisfied; and they picked up seven 
large baskets full of what was left over of 
the broken pieces. (Mk 8:7-8)…And 
Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do 
you have?" And they said, "Seven, and a 
few small fish." (Mt 15:34)

• In Bible times common methods of 
preparing fish for eating were roasting (Jn 
21:9; Tobit 6:5), and salting and drying 
(Tobit 6:5, Sinaitic text). 

• The fish which the Tyrians sold in 
Jerusalem (Ne 13:16) and the small fish 
(Mt 15:34; Mk 8:7 both use the diminutive 
ichthydion ‘small fish’) which were used in 
the miraculous feeding of the 5,000 and 
of the 4,000 (Mt 14:17; 15:36) were 
probably prepared in the latter way.

• Sardines likely were the "two small fish" 
that the boy brought to the feeding of the 
5000. Sardines and bread were the staple 
product of the locals. 
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Barbels
• Barbels (the biny group) consists of 3 species of the 

Carp family (Cyprinideae). They are characterised by 
the barbs at the corners of the mouth; from these 
comes the Semitic name Biny, meaning hair (in the 
Bab. Talmud the fish are called “Binita”). 

• Only two carps are economically important: 
• (a) Long-Headed Barbel (Barbus longiceps), a 

handsome troutlike fish with a narrow silvery body 
and pointed head that feeds on molluscs and snails at 
the lake bottom and on small fish, especially sardines; 
and 

• (b) Barbus Canis, Arab. Kishri “scaley.” The Kishri is 
a predatory fish, feeding on small fry, and is therefore 
always found near schools of sardines, which are 
caught together with it. Both barbels are well fleshed 
and popular as the fish dish for the Sabbath and 
feasts. 

• The third species, the Hafafi (Varicorhinus 
damascinus), feeds on decaying matter found in mud, 
which affects the flavour; therefore its value is not 
great.

Longheaded barbel (Barbus longiceps) 
named for the barbs at the corners of its 
mouth, is a popular Sabbath meal. The 
sleek, silvery fish can reach L:80cm, 
W:7kg. 
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Musht• The largest category of indigenous fish is 
the musht Arab. “comb”, so named since 
the 5 species of this group have a long 
dorsal fin that looks like a comb. 

• The biggest, most common and most 
important musht is the Tilapia Galilea, 

• When the waters of the lake cool in winter, 
the musht congregate and move in shoals, 
especially toward the N part of the lake 
and the warm springs. When the water 
warms up in the spring, they disperse and 
pairs of these fish living together for as 
long as 2 months—a phenomenon unusual 
for fish. After a prolonged courtship, the 
pair digs a hollow in the soft bottom of the 
lake near the shore or in a lagoon and 
deposits its eggs. 
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St Peter’s Fish
• Some species of tilapia are called St 

Peter’s Fish. 
• Galilee cichlid Tilapia galilaea (formerly 

Sarotherodon galilaeus galilaeus) has 
a long dorsal fin looking like a comb 
and can reach L:46cm, and weigh 1.5-
2kg. 

• Tristam’s St Peter’s Fish Tristramella 
simonis simonis (formerly Tilapia 
simonis, Chromis simonis, C. 
paterfamilias) is another candidate for 
the fish that swallowed the coin. 

• This tilapia is popularly supposed to be 
the fish with the coin (Mt 17:27). 

• The body is silvery (thus the Arab. 
nickname musht abiad, “white musht”). 
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St Peter’s Fish

Sarotherodon galilaeus galilaeus max 
41cm TL , 1,618 g 

Tristramella simonis simonis
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Fishing techniques

• The Bible mentions fishing by:
– spear or harpoon (Jb 41:7, for a crocodile), 
– hook (Jb 41:1-2; Is 19:8; Mt 17:27), and
– net. Several kinds of nets were used in the Sea. The most important 

were the seine, the cast net and the trammel net. Those specified in 
Scriptures are the casting net (Mt 4:18) and the large drag-net (Mt 
13:47).

• On the Sea, fishermen used small boats which were 
propelled by oars (Jn 6:19). The statement that the wind 
was contrary (Mt 14:24) may indicate the use of a sail as in 
the present-day fishing boats on this lake.

• Fishing was often done by night (Lk 5:5; Jn 21:3). 
• During the day the fishermen were on the shore or wading 

in the water could throw the cast-net (Mt 4:18). Larger nets 
were lowered by several men from boats (Lk 5:4).

• The fish were emptied into the boat (Lk 5:7) or the nets 
were dragged to the shore (Mt 13:48; Jn 21:8). The fish 
were sorted, the saleable ones (in the case of the Jews, the 
ritually clean fish) being put in baskets and the useless 
ones (either small, inedible or unclean) thrown away (Mt 
13:48). 

Freshly caught fish from 
Lake Tiberias

http://www.photozion.com/Stock/pictureitem.asp?picture_cd=AA3493
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Rod and Line

• Rod and line fishing Isaiah tells how the river Nile will dry up as part 
of the judgment of God (Is 19:5-8) and refers to all those who cast a 
line (v 8). 

• When Jesus told Peter to use a hook to catch a fish with a shekel 
coin in its mouth to pay the Temple tax, we have a NT example (My 
17:24-27): go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish 
that comes up (v 27). Peter used a hook to snag the fish as it was 
in shallow water.

• The Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmuds record that the tax was 
due by 15 Adar, about a month before the Passover, i.e. late Feb 
- early Mar, when the lake got warmer. The Levite might have 
asked Jesus to pay the tax about the time the male fish (a tilapia) 
was moving gravel and objects around on the bottom, or as 
some have suggested the fish put foreign objects in its mouth 
after its eggs hatched as a nervous habit. 
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Coin in the fish
• go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and 

when you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. (Mt 17:27)
• The musht (called St Peter’s fish) In January, musht avoid the deeper water for 

its warmer shallow water. As the water gets warmer they build nests on the 
lake bottom to fertilize the eggs. 

• It is a mouthbreeder. After fertilization, the parents take the eggs into their 
mouths for 2 or 3 weeks, until they hatch. Even after the young are hatched, 
the parents keep watch over the young fries for a few days; this is the source 
of its mod. Heb. name amnun, am “nurse”, nun “fish”. They carry the fries in 
the mouth until they were large enough to leave. Even when they go in search 
of food for themselves, the young still return to the protection of their mother’s 
mouth. 

• When the mother fish wishes to keep them out she will pick up and object (a 
bright one preferably) and will keep it in her mouth to prevent their return. In 
this case the fish picked up a shekel piece. It reportedly picks up small pebbles 
in the mouth, and sometimes bottle caps too.  Mendel Nun however says the 
musht feeds on plankton, so he suggests the barbel, similar to a carp (n).
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Seine Net 
(dragnet)

• The Chaldeans bring all of them up with a hook, Drag them away with their net, And 
gather them together in their fishing net. Therefore they rejoice and are glad. (Hk 1:15)

• The seine, or dragnet (sagēnē), is the oldest type of net. Until recently, it was the most 
important fishing method on the lake. The seine net is referred to in both the Bible and 
the Talmud (h\erem).

• It is essentially a dragnet made of netting shaped like a long wall, L:200-300m, H:1.5m at 
its “wings” and 7.5m at the centre. The head-rope has cork floats, while its footrope is 
weighted with sinkers to keep it vertical. It was laid out in two ways. (a) By a single boat 
would make a huge circle with the net and come back to the starting place, with one end 
of the net firmly moored on shore and the other attached to the boa; (b) With two boats 
suspending the net between them with towing lines attached to each end. The boats 
would go 100m or more from shore and parallel to it, then make a sweep towards the 
shore. 16 men are needed for large nets, and a smaller team for smaller nets (n). From 
Egyptian tomb paintings from the 3rd mill., as well as other sources, we know that this 
fishing method was widely used In ancient times.

The seine net, or dragnet, is dropped by fishermen about 100-300m from shore and 
stretched parallel to the land. Cork on the net’s head-rope keeps it upright while sinkers pull 
down the footrope, creating a wall of mesh under water—sure to trap any fish in its path. 
Fishermen on the shore haul in the net by pulling on tow ropes attached to each end of the 
net. A good catch can bring > 100kg of fish. (Naphtali)
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Seine Net (dragnet)

• Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of 
every kind; and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and 
gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. (Mt 13:47-48)

• This exactly fits the function of the seine net. It is spread into the sea, then dragged to 
the shore; in the process all kinds of fish are caught, which the fishermen sitting on the 
shore sort out. The “bad” ones may refer to the scaleless catfish, forbidden by ritual law 
and not even offered for sale.

• In the present Church age, God permits unbelief and unrighteousness. But the time is 
coming when His toleration will end and His judgment begin. The first phase of 
judgment will be the separation of the wicked from among the righteous, the tares from 
among the wheat. The dragnet of God's judgment moves silently through the sea of 
mankind and draws all men to the shores of eternity for final separation to their ultimate 
destiny--believers to eternal life and unbelievers to eternal damnation.

• Men move about within that net as if they were forever free. It may touch them from 
time to time, as it were, startling them. But they quickly swim away, thinking they have 
escaped, not realizing they are completely and inescapably encompassed in God's 
sovereign plan. The invisible web of God's judgment encroaches on every human 
being just as that of the dragnet encroaches on the fish. (MNTC)

Net fishing, Sea of Galilee
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Cast Net
• Thus says the Lord GOD, "Now I will spread My [cast] net over you 

With a company of many peoples, And they shall lift you up in My 
[seine] net.” (Ezk 32:3) He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of 
Simon, casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. (Mk 1:16)

• The cast net (Gk amphiblestron “to throw around” (cf Mt 4:19–20)) 
Used by a single fisherman. It is circular, about ø 6-8m, with lead 
sinkers attached to the edge. The fisherman arranges the net on 
his right arm and, standing in shallow water or in a boat, throws it 
on the water, where it is pulled down like a parachute by the lead, 
finally sinking to the bottom, trapping the fish underneath.

• There was evidently a very large form of this cast net called in NT 
diktuon, too heavy to be thrown to a distance, and which was used 
from the side of a boat. 

• The term is used in the miracle of the great ctach in Lk 5 and in Jn 
21:6-11 when our Lord told Peter and his fellow fishermen to cast 
the diktuon on the right-hand side of the boat. However Nun thinks 
in both instances the trammel net was used. 
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Cast Net
• The fisherman has two ways of retrieving the catch: (a) diving down to 

the net, pulling the fish through the meshing one by one and put them 
into a pouch; or (b) gathering all the lead sinkers together, lifting the 
edges carefully over the bottom., then taking the net up into the boat 
with the catch inside. 

• When cast from shallow water, and especially if the catch is heavy, the 
net is dragged to the shore. Peter and Andrew were using their cast net 
when Jesus called them to become fishers of men (Mt 4:18; Mk 1:16).

• Like the seine, the cast net is an ancient device. Complete cast nets 
have been found in Egyptian tombs dating to the 2nd mill. 

• Two kinds were used in the lake, one for large fish and the other for 
sardines. The sardine cast net had a small mesh and a system of cords 
for retrieving it. The cast net for bigger fish had a larger mesh and 
heavier sinkers to prevent the fish from escaping before the net reached 
the bottom. In using the cast net, the fisherman must approach his prey 
silently and without casting a shadow.
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Cast Net

Fishermen throw a cast net from a 
boat. The circular net can also be 
tossed from shallow water (see 
drawing). Lead sinkers plunge the net 
to the bottom of the sea. Fishermen 
then dive down after the net and either 
remove the trapped fish individually 
through the mesh or carefully pull 
together the edges of the net and carry 
up the net to the surface with the catch 
inside. (BAR/Mendel Nun)

Wary of his shadow alerting the fish, a 
fisherman throws a cast net. The circular 
net is tossed from shallow water, as shown 
in this 19th c etching, or from a boat (see 
photograph). (F. W. Farrar, The Life of 
Christ)

David Tolidano of Kibbutz 
Genossar, casts circular fishing 
into Lake Kinneret. (NPA 33273)
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Trammel Net• The trammel net is the only one used in ancient times that 
is widely used on the lake today. Unlike other nets that 
have only one “wall,” this is a compound net consisting of 
3 layers held together by a single corked head-rope and a 
single leaded footrope:

– The identical outermost and innermost walls are H:1.8m with 
large meshes measuring 13cm from knot to knot. 

– The middle layer is a fine meshed net. It is higher than the 
other two walls and hangs loosely between them. It can slip 
in and out between the other two walls. 

• Another special characteristic is that the net is always 
used with at least 5 such units attached to each other. 
Each unit is over 30m long, so the total assemblage is at 
least 150m long.

• One type of trammel net was used for catching musht and 
another for barbels; they differed in thickness of thread 
and size of mesh. In the Roman period, fishing nets were 
made of linen thread; a section of linen net from the time 
of the Second Jewish Revolt against Rome (132–135 AD) 
was found in a cave near Ein Gedi.

The morning after a night of 
fishing, fishermen disentangle their 
catch from the trammel net, wash 
out the net and then hang it up to 
dry, as shown in the photograph 
from Kibbutz Ein Gev around 1940. 
(Naphtali)
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Trammel Net
• The trammel net is arranged on the stern of the 

boat and quietly lowered into the water so that it 
forms a wide curve, with the open side parallel 
to the shore. The leaded footrope pulls the net 
to the floor of the lake, and the floating line 
keeps the net upright. In deep water, the net can 
be spread in different shapes, even in spiral 
form. After the net has settled, it stands like a 
wall on the lake floor. Floating objects  like 
gourds tied to the two ends mark the position of 
the net.

• The boat enters the area between the net and 
the shore. Noise and turbulence is made by 
splashing with oars, etc. The frightened fish dive 
to the bottom and find themselves facing the 
net. They pass easily through the large mesh of 
the first layer, but immediately come to the 
narrow meshing of the middle layer. Pushing 
against it takes the fish through the third wall. 
Trying to retreat, he finds himself hopelessly 
entangled in a kind of net bag. 

• The net is hauled out and the fish disentangled 
by hand, one by one. The net is then be 
prepared for the next operation, and the boat 
moves on.

• Traditionally, fishing with the trammel net has 
been done at night or at dusk, when the fish 
cannot see the threads of the net; during the 
day, they would avoid it.

The trammel net is the 
only net used in ancient 
times that still today is 
common on the Sea of 
Galilee. The net has 3 
walls, with mesh of 
increasing density, as in 
the drawing. Fish pass 
easily through the outer 
walls, with their looser 
netting, only to find 
themselves caught in the 
inner, tightly woven wall. 
Attempts to push through 
or retreat entangle them 
further. (BAR/Jo Moore)

Ancient linen net. This net from the 2nd c AD, found in a cave near 
Ein Gedi on the shore of the Dead Sea, closely resembles modern 
nets. (BAR/Mendel Nun)
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Trammel Net: veranda method

• When the trammel net is used in a particular way in combination with another 
net it is called a veranda net. This net was used by day to catch leaping fish 
like musht. The veranda technique is effective with fish that move in shoals, 
another characteristic of the musht.

• Here is how the veranda net works: As soon as a school of musht is detected, 
usually with the help of an observer on shore, the school is surrounded by a 
net and enclosed in a kind of barrel extending from the lake bottom to the 
surface. As soon as the school is thus contained, a second boat comes to 
spread a trammel net horizontally around the “barrel.” 

• The horizontal trammel net, attached to reeds, floats on the surface around 
the edge of the barrel. When the musht try to escape by jumping over the rim, 
they become entangled in the floating horizontal trammel net. In order to 
startle the fish and make them jump, more trammel nets are spread out in a 
spiral within the barrel. 

• Those fish that do not jump over the barrel rim are caught by cast nets thrown 
into the centre of the barrel. These nets must be retrieved by divers.

Drawing of the veranda method. The 
fisherman in the boat throws a cast net to 
catch fish remaining in the barrel. (Jo 
Moore)
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The great haul Lk 5:4-8
• When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered and said, 
"Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You 
say and let down the nets." When they had done this, they enclosed a great 
quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; so they signaled to their 
partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came 
and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon 
Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Go away from me Lord, 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" (Lk 5:4-8)

• Musht are the only large fish in the lake that moves in shoals. As a school 
nears the shore, as often happens during the morning hours of the winter, 
Jesus’ instructed Simon to lower the nets, which would have already been 
washed. They are so full that they begin to tear as they are hauled into the 
boats (v 6). Simon’s crew calls to their partners’ boat for assistance. The 
boat swiftly arrives and takes some sections of the nets on board.

• It is clear that a trammel net was used, for the text uses the plural “nets.” 
Only the trammel net consists of more than one net. The miracle in Luke is 
not unlike the recollections of many veteran Kinneret fishermen who even 
today recall extraordinary catches of musht with a single haul of a trammel.
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The great haul Jn 21:6-8
• And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find 

a catch." So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of the great 
number of fish. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the 
Lord." So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on 
(for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. But the other disciples 
came in the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred 
yards away, dragging the net full of fish. (Jn 21:6-8)

• Jn 21 parallels the miracle in Lk 5; Peter’s dive into the water implies that the trammel 
net was used here by the veranda method, in which two boats work together. In the 
final stage a cast net is thrown over the “barrel” to catch those cautious fish that have 
not jumped over the rim of the barrel onto the floating trammel net that surrounds it, 
veranda fashion. 

• The cast net, after being thrown into the bottom of the barrel, must be retrieved by a 
diving fisherman. That is what Peter is doing here, retrieving the cast net after it has 
fallen to the bottom. Incidentally, the distance, about a hundred yards off the shore, 
also fits with the use of the veranda method.

• Jesus asks Simon to bring a few fish. He obeys, but instead of bringing fish from the 
full load in the boats, he hauls a new net up to the shore (v 11). It is clear that the 
reference is not to the nets already in the boat. This new net that Simon hauls alone 
had to be a cast net, which can be cast and hauled in by just one man. A seine, like a 
trammel net, requires a crew; furthermore, the seine cannot be used on the rocky 
shore of Tabgha, the traditional site of this story.

• Hauling up his cast net, Simon finds a catch of 153 large fish (musht, as no other fish 
could be caught in this time and place). This is the area where musht schools 
concentrate in the winter. 


