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Genesis 12-17

And He gave him the covenant of circumcision; and so 
Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised 
him on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of 

Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. (Ac 7:8)
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Genesis 12-17

• The patriarchal period
• Chronology
• Abraham
• Land of Canaan (map)
• Gn 12 

Abraham’s journey to Canaan
• Gn 12 Life in Canaan
• Gn 12:6 Terebinth tree
• Gn 12:6-7 Shechem (

biblical significance, site)

• Gn 12:8 Bethel (
biblical significance) 

• Gn 12:9 The Negev 
• Gn 12:10 

Abraham’s journey to Egypt
• Gn 13:8 Tent
• Gn 13:18 Oak of Mamre
• Gn 14:7 Valley of Shaveh (

Kidron)
• Gn 16:13-14 Beer-lahai-roi
• Gn 16:15 Ishmael
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The Patriarchal Period
• The Patriarchal period is basically a family history, beginning with Abram’s departure 

from Ur, his ancestral homeland in S Mesp. He journeys to Haran, in NW Mesp, and 
from there to Canaan (Gn 11:31–12:5). 

• In Canaan, his son Isaac is born, and Isaac, in turn, becomes the father of Esau and 
Jacob. During a famine, Jacob and his 12 sons, the ancestors of the 12 tribes of Israel, 
leave Canaan and settle in Egypt, where their descendants become slaves.

• This segment of Israel’s history, therefore, is the story of the patriarchs: Abram or 
Abraham (renamed in 17:5), Isaac, Jacob (whom the Lord renamed Israel 32:29) and 
his 12 sons. The patriarchal period is concerned largely with private affairs, as one 
expect in the story of an individual family. 

• There are only a few references to public events, and none of these corresponds to a 
known event of general history e.g. ch 14 describes a war in which the kings of the 5 
Cities of the Plain (Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim and Bela, or Zoar) battle an 
alliance of 4 kings led by Chedorlaomer of Elam, E of Mesp. Chedorlaomer is said to 
have ruled over the Cities of the Plain before they rebelled (14:4). There is no surviving 
extra-biblical record of these events, and neither the name of Chedorlaomer nor that of 
his ally Amraphel of Shinar (Babylonia), has been found in Mesp records. Despite 
numerous attempts, no scholar has succeeded in identifying any of the 9 kings involved 
in the war. 

• The same is true of the other public figures. None can be identified from extra-biblical 
sources. Thus we know nothing of Melchizedek of Salem, nor Abimelech of Gerar, apart 
from Scripture. No external source mentions the Egyptian officer Potiphar (39) or Hamor 
(34), apparently a ruler of Shechem, or Ephron the Hittite (23), a prominent citizen of 
Hebron. The early kings of Edom listed in 36:31–39 are known only from the Bible. We 
might expect to be able to identify the pharaoh of 12:10–20 or the pharaoh of the 
Joseph story, but neither ruler is called by name in the Bible.
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Chronology
• When did the Patriarchs Live? Without references to persons or events of 

general history, it is very difficult to determine the historical context of the 
stories in ch 12–50. 

• From a literal reading of the biblical narrative, we know that Abraham was 
75 years old when he set out for Canaan (12:4) and 100 when Isaac was 
born (21:5). Isaac was 60 when Jacob was born (25:26). Then, if Jacob was 
130 when he descended into Egypt (47:9), the full time the patriarchs spent 
in Canaan before going to Egypt was 215 years. 

• Subsequently, the period of slavery in Egypt lasted 430 years (Ex 12:40), 
and that the time from the exodus from Egypt to the beginning of the 
construction of the Temple in year 4 of Solomon’s reign was 480 years (1 Ki 
6:1). 

• Scholars agree that Solomon died within a decade or so of 930. He reigned 
40 years (1 Ki 11:42). His 4th year was thus about 966. Reckoning backward 
from this date and using the numbers cited above, the approximate dates of 
the events are: 2091 Abram departs for Canaan, 1876 Jacob’s family moves 
into Egypt, 1446 the exodus (the Early Date), 966 the beginning of the 
construction of Solomon’s Temple. 

• Abraham’s birth year would then be 2166.
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Abraham
• No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I will 

make you the father of a multitude of nations. (7:5)
• Abram, or Abraham most likely means "the father is exalted." He came from Ur, then 

the political and religious centre of Sumeria and Akkadia. He migrated from there to 
Haran and eventually to Canaan. W.F. Albright believed that he was one of the many 
"Donkey-caravaners" who travelled and traded along the route from the S of Sumeria 
to the borders of Egypt during the end of the 2nd millennium. 

• The name Abram has been found in Mesopotamia in the 2nd mill under the forms 
Abamrama (A-ba-am-ra-ma; A-ba-ra-ma) and Abamram (A-ba-am-ra-am), showing that 
it was actually a name in use at an early date. The name Ya`qub'el "May El protect" 
occurs not only as a place name in Israel in the 15th c (Thutmose III's list), but also as 
Yahgubil (Ya-ah-gu-ub-il) in tablets of the 18th c from Chagar Bazar in N Mesopotamia. 
The name is obviously very similar to the name Jacob (Ya`aqov). 

• Both Isaac and Jacob are abbreviated thophorous names whose full form would be 
Yitshaq-'el and Ya`aqub'el, and belong to types known in the environment from which 
the early Hebrews came. Similarly, names closely resembling the shortened forms 
Laban and Joseph appear in documents of the 19th c. 

• The situations he was involved in were typical of the nomadic lifestyle. He lived in tents 
and not houses; he struggled for position in the territory he inhabited as a "stranger;" 
he conducted battles for possession of wells to supply his caravan with water; and he 
travelled a great deal. 

• His travels took him to places like Bethel, Shechem, Hebron, Beersheba, Gerar, 
Gilead, Penuel, and Succoth, among others in the land of Canaan. He worshipped at 
the sanctuaries of the Canaanites at Beersheba (where El-Olam was worshipped); and 
at Beerlacharoi (where El-Roi was worshipped) and at Shechem (where Ba'al Berith 
was worshipped). Abraham's life was thus a migratory one; wherein he was constantly 
moving from place to place. 
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Abraham

• “The only suggested extra-biblical mention of Abraham is in 
the topographical list (nos. 71-72) of Shoshenq I (Shishak) of 
Egypt in 925, giving what may be read as ‘The Enclosure of 
Abram,’ and which is fairly widely accepted.  But this is not 
absolutely certain; it could be interpreted ‘Enclosure of the 
Stallions’ (`abbirim), although the Negev region where this 
place was located is not exactly famous for horses. However, 
the Negev is mentioned as one of Abraham’s haunts (12:9; 
13:1, 3; 20:1; also Isaac then, 24:62), which would well fit 
with a place being named after him.” (Kenneth Kitchen, On the 
Reliability of the Old Testament, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2003, p 314-
315).

• The earliest reference to Abraham may be the name of a 
town in the Negev listed in a victory inscription of Shishak I 
just after his campaign (1 Ki 14:25-26; 2 Ch 12:2-12) in 925 
on the walls of his temple at Karnak. A place name in the 
Negev section of the inscription is pa'ha-q-ru-a 'i-bi-ra-ma, 
which is best read "the fortification of Abram," or, more 
simply, "Fort Abram."

• The location and chronological context make it plausible that 
this Abram after whom the site was named was the Abram of 
Genesis, proving that even at this early date Abraham was 
known in Israel. 

Pharaoh Shishak (945-924) invaded 
Israel and Judah in 925 and carried off 
the treasures of Jerusalem's temple. (2 
Ch 12); his list includes 150 cities, most 
of which cannot be located today. 
Scholars debate how to read this 
inscription, but most agree that the 
following cities are mentioned: Taanach, 
Beth-Shean, Rehob, Mahanaim, 
Gibeon, Beth-Horon, Megiddo, and 
Arad.(BP)
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Land of Canaan 
(Abraham to Moses)

Source: Access Foundation
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Gn 12: Abraham’s Journey 
to Canaan
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Gn 12: Life in Canaan
• As Albright wrote, the hill country was in the main still unoccupied by 

sedentary population, so the Bible gives a correct account of the patriarchs 
wandering over the hills of central Israel and the dry lands of the S, where 
there was still plenty of room for them. The general situation which prevailed 
in the MBA in Israel thoroughly agrees with the semi-nomadic life of the 
patriarchs as pictured in Genesis.

• In the Bronze Age the mountains of Canaan were heavily forested on the 
watershed ridge and the W slope, leaving little arable land. Cisterns had yet 
to be in general use. Thus there were no settlements except where good 
springs are located just under a low hill, suitable for defence, with meadows 
or valleys near at hand, to insure a supply of food. 

• Between such fortified towns, most of which were located on the watershed 
ridge or near it, there was plenty of room for semi-nomadic tribes, whose 
existence is attested by the remains of M/LBA pottery in cemeteries that 
were too far from towns to have been used by the sedentary population. 

• The topographical allusions in the narratives fit the archaeological 
indications of the MBA extremely well. In fact, so many corroborations of 
detail have come to light in the last several decades that "most competent 
scholars have given up the old critical theory according to which the stories 
of the patriarchs are mostly retrojections from the time of the Dual Monarchy 
(9-8th c)”. 

• For instance, places which appear in connection with the movements of the 
patriarchs are not the towns and holy sites of later periods, such as Mizpah 
or Gibeah, but are nearly all known from recent archaeological explorations 
to have been inhabited in the patriarchal age, such as Shechem, Bethel, 
Dothan, Gerar, Jerusalem (Salem) and Beersheba. 

• Hebron, however, as a city, was not in existence in Abraham's day. It was 
not founded until seven years before Zoan in Egypt (Nu 13:22), i.e., about 
1700. Earlier, the site was called Mamre, and the mention of Hebron (13:18, 
23:19) is an explanatory note by Moses (or later editor) to indicate where 
Mamre was. 
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Gn 12:6 Terebinth Tree
• (1) Abram passed through the land to the place of 

Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh (12:6 
NKJV) the Horites in their Mount Seir, as far as El-paran 
(14:6)

• In 12:6, NKJV has terebinth; NAS, RSV has “oak”, NIV 
has “great tree”. In 14:6 LXX  has terebinthos, to translate 
the el of El-paran (the word properly means “strongly, 
mighty”, hence “a strong tree”). NKJV has terebinth; NAS, 
KJV, NIV and RSV all have oak. NKJV, also has terebinth 
where others have oaks of Mamre. 

• (2) so they gave Jacob all the foreign gods which were in 
their hands, and the earrings which were in their ears; and 
Jacob hid them under the terebinth tree which was by 
Shechem (35:4 NKJV) Elah in NKJV translated terebinth. 

• Pistacia terebinthus (terebinth tree) Deciduous tree, a 
member of the pistachio and sumac family. Grows to a 
height of 6-8m but not infrequently in situations when, 
from its association with some sacred tomb, it is allowed 
to flourish undisturbed, as much as 12m high and spreads 
its branches, with reddish-green leaves and red berries in 
clusters, over a wide area (6-9 m). 

• Distinguished by its longevity and scale and hence, it has 
been suggested, could have been used as a monumental 
tree and geographical landmark by travellers as in 14:6, 
etc. 

• Habitat: Valley of Elah, the Negev and Lower Galilee.

Terebinth tree (Esapcio Natural – Galeria, 
11 Dec 2005)
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Gn 12:6-7 
Shechem

• Abram passed through the land as far as the site 
of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the 
Canaanite was then in the land. The LORD 
appeared to Abram and said, "To your 
descendants I will give this land." So he built an 
altar there to the LORD who had appeared to 
him. (12:6-7)

• The oak of Moreh  the first recorded place where 
Abram stopped when he entered Israel. God 
confirmed to Abram the promise He had first 
made to him in Ur, that He would give him this 
land. Abram may have climbed nearby Mt Ebal to 
view his inheritance, much of which could be 
seen from that peak. Here he built an altar. 

• The oaks of Moreh (Dt 11:30) were situated 
about 2.5km from Shechem. Some think Moreh 
(“diviner”) was an early Canaanite after whom the 
oaks were named. The oak or terebinth of Moreh 
may well have been a sacred site of Canaanite 
worship but Abram did not associate himself with 
that worship (Hamilton, 1990: 377). 

• Shechem Located in the Hill Country of Ephraim 
(Js 20:7) at the NE base of Mt Gerizim. Shechem 
was strategically sited at the most important 
crossroad in the central part of the country with 
routes in 3 directions. It was one of the oldest 
settlements in Israel (n). 
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Gn 12:6-7 Shechem (biblical significance)
• Shechem. Here Jacob built an altar called El-Elohe-Israel when he 

returned from Paddan-Aram (33:19-20). He and his family had 
travelled down the Jabbok Valley to the Jordan, camped at Succoth 
and then ascended through the Wadi Fari’a and the Wadi Beidan to 
Shechem (33:17-20). It is likely that, in doing this, he had retraced the 
route he had taken alone to Padan-Aram, 20 years before. 

• While camped here, Jacob’s family was interacted with the local 
people. Shechem, the son of the ruler, Hamor, raped Jacob’s 
daughter Dinah. Her brothers, Levi and Simeon, avenged this crime 
by killing all the males of the city, including Shechem and his father.

• During this period, Jacob dug a well, augmenting the local water 
resource to supply the large herds of livestock he had brought back 
from Paddan-Aram. This well was widely known in that region 2,000 
years later (Jn 4:12). 

• Jacob also bought land for Joseph, who at that time was the only son 
of his favourite wife Rachel (3:19; 48:21,22; Js 24:32).
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Gn 12:6-7 Shechem (site)

• Biblical Shechem = Tell Balata. 
• (bt R) Part of the city's fortifications throughout the 2nd mill, 

this gate is typical for the MBA (16th c) period with 3 piers 
and 2 chambers.  Only the stone foundations remain. (n)

• Some of the mud brick is still left on the piers, though the 
rains, each year, take a little more away. This gate most 
likely was in use in the time of Jacob and may have been 
where Hamor the Hivite and his son Shechem persuaded 
the males of the city to circumcise themselves, that they 
might intermarry with Jacob's clan. 

• This gate certainly was the city’s main gate in the days of 
Abimelech (Jg 9). 

Samaria Mt Gerizim (L), Mt. 
Ebal (R) and Shechem (mod 
Nablus) is in the middle. 
(BP)

Shechem, Mt 
Gerzim (L), Mt 
Ebal (R) (BP)

http://www.netours.com/2003/balata.htm
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Gn 12:8 Bethel
• Then he proceeded from there to the mountain on the 

east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to 
the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. (Gn 
12:8)

• Bethel (lit. "house of God") originally called Luz 
(28:19); located on the N-S Ridge Road at the crossing 
of the E-W route between Jericho and Aphek. This 
latter route linked the Transjordanian Highway with the 
Via Maris along the Med coast. From its high elevation, 
one can see Jerusalem from Bethel, some 19km to the 
S. 

• Perennial springs in the surrounding hills provided 
abundant water resources for Bethel, a further 
important factor determining its location. 

• Bethel = mod. Beitin. Stands upon the point of a low 
rocky ridge, between two shallow wadis, which unite, 
the water then falling into the Wadi Suweinit toward the 
SE.

• Although there was a village at Beitin as early as 3200, 
continuous occupation of the site apparently began 
just before 2000. During the 16th c the settlement was 
enlarged and surrounded with an 3.4m-thick stone wall 
and possessed some of the best-laid masonry of that 
period yet discovered in Israel. About 1235 the city 
was destroyed in a great fire that left debris 1.5m thick 
in places. Evidently this conflagration is to be attributed 
to the Israelite conquest of Jg 1:22-25 (Unger’s).

Present-day El Birah, Livingstone's proposed 
site for Bethel. (Sandals/Gordon Franz)
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Gn 12:8 Bethel 
(biblical 

significance)

• Bethel Bethel was very near the centre of the land, a place Abraham and his descendants 
would often pass as they travelled the "Patriarch’s Highway" from Shechem to Hebron and 
Beersheba.  

• When Abram returned from Egypt, he passed through the Negev and travelled back to the 
place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place of the 
altar which he had made there formerly, and there Abram called on the name of the Lord 
(13:3,4). This place between Bethel and Ai evidently had unique spiritual significance. 
Here he had met God in those early days of entering Israel. 

• Here Jacob camped on his flight from Esau, en route to Paddan-aram in the N. Here God 
revealed himself to Jacob in a dream of angels ascending and descending on a ladder 
from heaven. From above the ladder, God reconfirmed to him the covenant He had made 
with Abraham. 

• As Jacob prepared to leave Laban, God again spoke to him, reminding him that I am the 
God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar, where you made a vow to Me; now arise, 
leave this land, and return to the land of your birth (31:13). 

• When he returned from Paddan-aram after 20 years, God directed Jacob back to Bethel 
and to make an altar there to God (35:1). Jacob obeyed. So Jacob came to Luz (that is to 
Bethel)…and he built an altar there and called the place El-Bethel, because there God 
revealed Himself to him when he fled from his brother (35:6,7). 

Tell Beitin (biblical Bethel) 
(LBPA 502-9, 12)
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Gn 12:9 The 
Negev

• The Negev (Nebeb; “dry” or “parched”) S part of Israel. It is a “tame” desert, with 
occasional rain in some area, and some land that is valuable for livestock and certain 
crops.

• The arid Negev lies S of the Hebron Mountains that form the S section of Israel’s central 
mountain range. This desert receives <200mm of rainfall annually in the N, and < half that 
amount in the S. Except for a few settlements that use modern methods to catch rain 
runoff, only nomads live here.

• The N region, from the Hebron Mountains to the Zin Wilderness, is good sheep country. 
Its rolling hills surround large, broad valleys such as the Valley of Beersheba in which 
Abraham settled. 

• The Central region is rugged and cut by deep canyons in the Zin Wilderness. Because the 
climate and terrain are so inhospitable, even to nomads, at least one scholar has 
suggested that the valley of the shadow of death mentioned in Psalm 23 may refer to the 
canyons here.

• The S region is called the Wilderness of Paran on the Bible. This region is the most barren 
of all.

A scene in the modern day Negev where 
Abraham moved 
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Gn 12:9 The 
Negev

• Abram journeyed on, continuing toward the Negev…Abram went up 
from Egypt to the Negev, he and his wife and all that belonged to him, 
and Lot with him. (12:9, 13:1).

• The biblical Negev probably comprised the region from the hills S of 
Hebron to Kadesh-Barnea in the Wilderness of Zin. 

• Today’s Negev occupies a larger area, close to ½ of modern Israel. It 
is a triangular region, bounded on the E by the Arava valley, on the W 
by the Sinai Peninsula and on the N by the Judean hill country and the 
Shephelah. The S point of the triangle is at the port cities of Eilat and 
Aqaba, the W apex is nr Gaza and the E at the Dead Sea’s S end.

• Its terrain varies and is in some areas dramatic. Around Beer-Sheva 
rolling loessed hills characterize the landscape.

• Farther to the S and SE the Negev becomes more rocky and rugged, 
with deep canyons carved in the rock and moonlike craters (Heb 
makhtesh; pl. makhteshim) serving as natural barriers. The most 
famous craters are Hamakhtesh Haqqatan (“the small crater”), 
Hamakhtesh Haggadol (“the large crater”) and Makhtesh Ramon (“the 
Ramon crater”), which is the largest. All of them are oblong or elliptical 
geological formations produced by the combined effect of movements 
in the earth’s crust that lifted up rock strata and heavy erosion of 
those strata by a flowing stream. 

• The resultant craters have sheer canyonlike cliffs, but are 
distinguished from most canyons by their far greater width across the 
chasm (up to 8km in the Ramon crater). A crater’s size and shape 
signal how long erosion has been wearing away its rocks. The 
smaller, more elliptical Hamakhtesh Haqqatan is youthful compared to 
the larger, oblong Makhtesh Ramon, the oldest. 

• The watercourse that created each crater still runs, during periods of 
rain, in a narrow channel along the floor of the crater, exiting through a 
single gap in the surrounding cliffs. The varicolored layers of rock in 
the cliffs expose each crater’s geological history like the pages of a 
book. 

• Ps 23:4   the valley of the shadow of death may have been referring to 
a journey into the desolate landscape of the craters and canyons of 
the Negev.
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Gn 12: 9 The Negev
• Wind-sculpted sand dunes occupy the W 

Negev. The central part is a desolate, high 
plateau, its surface covered with stones and 
scrub vegetation. Several peaks rise above 
the highlands, and many wadis, slash across 
the area.

• As its name suggests, the Negev is arid. The 
average annual precipitation in the Beer-
Sheva basin is 200mm, while around 
Makhtesh Ramon it is only about half that 
amount, and in Eilat even less (compared 
with the average annual rainfall in Jerusalem 
of 710mm). These amounts of precipitation 
are inadequate for wheat, which requires 
>300mm per year; barley growth, however, 
is sustained by only 200mm of rainfall. 

• While agricultural conditions in the Negev in 
ancient times may have been improved by 
systems to catch and use runoff rainwater, 
the region was nevertheless inhospitable. 
We may assume that, like the Bedouin 
today, the population sustained itself 
primarily by flocks of sheep and goats.

A corrugated countryside poses a formidable barrier to travel in 
parts of the Negev, so the wadis become natural highways (at 
least in the dry season; in the winter, they are subject to 
dangerous flash floods). In this photo, vehicular tracks mark the 
bed of the wadi that meanders from the tp L to the bt cn. The 
wadi also serves as home to most of the plant life of the desert. 
Scattered throughout and beside its course, clumps of shrubs 
cling to life as they await the next rain. Areas like that seen in 
this aerial photograph, with the black hills at the top, are 
characteristic of the Ramon crater as well as the vicinity of 
Timna. The round, craterlike geological structure at right 
presents a typical erosion pattern in the Negev. (Richard T. 
Nowitz)
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Gn 12:9 The Negev

Herds in N Negev, near Arad (LBPA)

Ein Avdat, water springs in central Negev (LBPA) 

Sheep grazing near 
Tel Keshet in the N 
Negev (LBPA) 
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Gn 12:10 Abraham’s journey to Egypt

Now there was a 
famine in the land; 
so Abram went 
down to Egypt to 
sojourn there, for 
the famine was 
severe in the land 
(12:10)
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Gn 13:18 Tent

Bedouin chieftain’s tent, 1940-
47 (Matson/matpc-01271)

Then Abram moved his tent and came and dwelt by the 
oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and there he built an 
altar to the LORD (13:18)
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Gn 13:8 Tent

• The tent was divided into two parts: (a) main (men’s) section, behind the tent door; (b) the 
women’s section, with a wall dividing the two parts. The only person allowed into the women’s 
section, is the father of the tent. Notice the similarity to the Pictographic Heb. letter beyt (ב ,(
which is not only the name of a letter but is also a common Hebrew word meaning, "home". This 
letter is a representation of the floor-plan of the tent, the "home" of the nomadic Hebrews.

• The entrance to the tent is covered by a curtain which hung down from the top of the entrance. 
Heb. dal means "hang down“, root word for dalet meaning "door". This word is also the name of 
another Hebrew letter representing the tent door. 

• The door is the most important part of the tent, for its function as the entrance. He was sitting at 
the entrance of the tent in the heat of the day (18:1). The door is like the throne of a king. In 
Hebrew culture families, the father is the "king", the one who holds full authority over the family. 
He will often sit at his door much like a king will sit on a throne. All family legal matters were 
performed at the tent. 

• During the strong heat of the day, the father would often sit at his door watching over his family, 
livestock and the road for travelers (18.1,2). The nomadic rules of hospitality are very strict and 
complex. 

• The size of the tent will depend on the size and wealth of the family. The wealthier families will 
have separate tents for the wife, such as Abraham had for Sarah. As the family grows, 
additional panels are added to increase the size of the tent (see Is 54:2). A tent was made of 
black goat hair (n) and provided shade from the sun. The walls of the tent could be lifted to 
allow the breeze to pass through the tent. (Jeff A. Benner, Ancient Hebrew Research Centre)
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Gn 13:18 Oak of Mamre

• Then Abram moved his tent and came and dwelt by the oaks of 
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD. 
(13:18)

• Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was 
sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day. (18:1)

Abraham's Oak. Hebron (El-Khalil). 
(1920-37) (Matson/matpc-06776 
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Gn 14:7 Valley of Shaveh (Kidron)

• Then after his return from the 
defeat of Chedorlaomer and the 
kings who were with him, the 
king of Sodom went out to meet 
him at the valley of Shaveh (that 
is, the King's Valley). (14:7)

• Valley of Shaveh (“valley of the 
plain”) The ancient name of the 
king's valley or Kidron, on the N 
side of Jerusalem. Kidron Valley
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Gn 16:13-14 Beer-lahai-roi
• Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke 

to her, "You are a God who sees"; for she said, 
"Have I even remained alive here after seeing 
Him?" Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; 
behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. (16:13-
14)

• Beer-lahai-roi ("the well of the Living One who 
sees me," or "the well of ‘He who sees me lives’“, 
IBD). The original place-name may have suffered a 
degree of distortion in transmission, putting the 
original beyond discovery. 

• The exact site is not known today, but the Bible 
says it was a spring of water in the wilderness, by 
the spring on the way to Shur (16:7-14). Here 
Hagar had her theopany. Isaac passed by here 
while waiting for Eliezer’s return and settled here 
after Abraham's death (24:62; 25:11). 

• The site is in the Negev between Kadesh and 
Bered. Rowland identifies the well with the modern 
`Ain Moilaihhi (El Muweilih, El Moweilleh, 
Muwaylih), ≈ 80km SW of Beersheba and 119km 
W of `Ain Kadis (Kadesh-barnea). 

• Cheyne thinks that Hagar's native country, to which 
she was fleeing and from which she took a wife for 
Ishmael, was not Egypt (mitsrayim), but a N 
Arabian district called by the Assyrians Mucri.

• The River of Egypt is Wadi Muweilah 
as it passes the S slopes of J 
Mushraq, which preserves the Heb. 
Mitzraim or Misraim "Egypt“. 

• Neo-Assyrian annals speak of the 
"river of Egypt" as Nahal Musri (Wadi 
el Arish), noting it has no water. 

• From the vicinity just N and W of 
Mushraq Wadi Muweilah becomes 
Wadi el Arish which becomes one 
stream all the way to the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
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Gn 16:15 Ishmael

• So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram called the name of his son, whom 
Hagar bore, Ishmael. (16:15)

• Ishmael ("God will hear"). Eldest son of Abraham by Hagar, his Egyptian 
concubine (16:15-16). He was born at Mamre when the patriarch was 86 yrs 
old, 14 years before the birth of Isaac (21:5), c. 2076.

• He was circumcised at age 13 (17:25). It was at this time that the Lord 
renewed to Abraham in more definite terms the promises made respecting 
Ishmael (v. 20). Up to this time Abraham appears to have considered Ishmael 
as the heir of promise and to have had great affection for him (vv. 17-18).

• Ishmael is not mentioned again until the weaning of Isaac, when Ishmael was 
probably aged between 15-16 years (21:8). During the festivities of the 
occasion, Ishmael, doubtless angered by his blighted hopes, apparently 
mocked Isaac.

• He was of a fierce and untamed character: “He will be a wild donkey of a man, 
His hand will be against everyone, And everyone's hand will be against him; 
And he will live to the east of all his brothers." (16:12)

The Baby Ishmael 
(16:1-16)


