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Parables of Jesus

And He was saying to them, "To you has been given 
the mystery of the kingdom of God, but those who are 

outside get everything in parables (Mk 4:11)
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Introduction to Parables
• The principal purpose of figures of speech is to communicate ideas. There are 

several different figures in Scripture referred to as “parable”:
– Heb. mashal used in many different senses – good counsel or wise advice (Nu 

23:18), a prophetic message (Nu 24:15), a message of judgment (Mi 2:4)
– In NT, a simile, a stated likeness (Mt 10:16)
– A metaphor, an implied likeness (Jn 10:7)
– A similitude, based on what is generally done, rather than on what a certain 

individual actually did (Mt 13:33)
– A story, involving a specific incident and calls attention to what ne person did (Lk 

15:11). The story-parable was the figure Jesus used most commonly to teach truth 
to His hearers

– A proverb (in Lk 4:23 the word parabole is translated “proverb”)
• All parables are alike in that the truth to be learned is based on transference 

from reality (note: not an unknown realm). The content is always familiar and 
in the range of possibilities. An allegory, by contrast, is a story constructed 
that is not based on reality e.g. Ez 17:1), Jg 9)

• Source: Pentecost, J. Dwight, The Parables of Jesus, Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 
1982
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Classification of Parables
• The following classification is according to A B Bruce, The Parabolic 

Teaching of Christ (adapted by NIVD):
2. Didactic Parables

1. Nature and Development of the Kingdom
1. The Sower Mt 13:3-23; Mk 4:2-20; Lk 8:4-15
2. The Tares Mt 13:24-30
3. The Mustard Seed Mt 13:31, 32; Mk 4:30-32; Lk 13:18, 19
4. The Leaven Mt 13:33; Lk 13:20, 21
5. The Hidden Treasure Mt 13:44
6. The Pearl of Great Price Mt 13: 45, 46
7. The Dragnet Mt 13:47-50
8. The Blade, the Ear and the Full Corn Mk 4:26-29

2. Service and Rewards
1. The Workers in the Vineyard Mt 20:1-16
2. The Talents Mt 25:14-30
3. The Pounds Lk 19:11-27
4.  The Unworthy Servants Lk 17:7-10
5. The Faithful and Wise Steward Lk 12:42-48
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Classification of Parables
1. Prayer

1. The Friend at Midnight Lk 11:5-13
2. The Unjust Judge Lk 18:1-8

2. Love for Neighbour: The Good Samaritan Lk 10:30-37
3. Humility

1. The Lowest Seat at the Feast Lk 14:7-11
2. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector Lk 18:9-14

4. Worldly Wealth
1. The Unjust Steward Lk 16:1-13
2. The Rich Fool Lk 12:16-21
3. The Great Supper Lk 14:16-24

2. Evangelistic Parables
1. God’s Love for the Lost

1. The Lost Sheep Mt 18:12-14; Lk 15:3-7
2. The Lost Coin Lk 15:8-10
3. The Lost Son Lk 15:11-32

2. Gratitude of the Redeemed: The Two Debtors Lk 7:41-45



Parables of Jesus 5

Classification of Parables
3. Prophetic and Judicial Parables

1. Watchfulness for Christ’s Return
1. The Ten Virgins Mt 25:1-13
2. The Faithful and Unfaithful Servants Lk 12:35-40
3. The Watchful Porter Mk 13:33-37
4. The Fig Tree Mt 24:32-44; Mk 13:28-32; Lk 21:29-33

2. Judgment on Israel and Within the Kingdom
1. The Two Sons Mt 21:28-32
2. The Wicked Vinedressers Mt 21:33-45; Mk 12:1-12; Lk 20:9-19
3. The Barren Fig Tree Lk 13:6-9
4. The Marriage Feast of the King’s Son Mt 22:2-14
5. The Unforgiving Servant Mt 18:23-35
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Sower and the seed

• As Jesus told the story of the sower, 
His hearers perhaps could have 
looked around and seen a man 
actually sowing seed. In any case, the 
scene was familiar to them, whether 
they were farmers or not. 

• (R) A man with his seed bag slung 
over his shoulder as he went out to 
sow was a common and vivid image.

• As he walked up and down the 
furrows of his field, he sowed as he 
went, repeatedly reaching into his bag 
for a handful of seed to cast on either 
side. (MNTC)
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Sower and the seed

• The various kinds of ground on which the seed could fall in a field were also 
familiar. Farmers often sowed their seeds before ploughing the soil. When 
broadcasting seed by hand it was impossible to control accurately where all 
the seed fell:

• Beside the road. For lack of a sufficiently extensive road system, villagers 
often beat pathways through fields in Israel. The highly productive Galilee 
region was crisscrossed with fields, and “road” here refers primarily to these 
narrow paths. Farmers used the paths to walk between the fields, and 
travelers walked on them as they went from one part of the country to 
another. 

• The rocky places, where they did not have much soil. Rocky does not refer to 
loose rocks, because the farmer always removed all rocks, sticks, and other 
such objects from his field before planting. It rather refers to underlying beds 
of solid rock deeper than the plough reached, mostly limestone, which did not 
have much soil covering them. Seed sown in thin soil sprouts first because 
heat absorbed by the rocks underneath speeds up germination. This seed 
has only one direction in which to develop much. 

Rocky ground, 
Judean Hills
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Sower and the seed

• Thorny ground. Seeds from last year’s thorns lie hidden in some 
soil. After this ground had been cultivated, it looked perfectly good, 
but when the grain began to sprout, so did the thorns. 

• These tough, thistle-bearing weeds came up and choked... out the 
good plants by taking most of the space, moisture, nourishment, 
and sunlight for themselves.

• Good soil. It was away from the path and was loose and soft. It had 
sufficient depth to support the good plants and it was free of weeds. 
Because of those favorable conditions, it yielded a crop, some a 
hundredfold, some 60, and some 30. 

• In Israel during NT times, the average ratio of harvested grain 
seeds to those that were planted is said to have been < 8:1. Even a 
tenfold crop would have been well above average; and the yields of 
which Jesus speaks were truly phenomenal.

Agricultural fields near 
Jericho (ISI 11276) Crataegus thorn 

(LBPA 2252)
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Tares (Weeds)

• The weeds that Satan sows are 
called the sons of the evil one (Mt 
13:38). 

• Satan would work through these to 
oppose the Word of God. Not until 
the harvest can it be determined 
wheat from weeds, when the heads 
of grain appear.

• Since darnel has the characteristics 
of the weed in the parable, Bible 
scholars generally feel it is the type 
of weed of which Jesus is speaking. 

Darnel Fescue, Sea Fern Grass, 
catapodium marinum

Wheat with ears (Triticum spp.)
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The Mustard seed
• Jesus' referring to the mustard seed as being smaller than all other seeds has often been cited 

as proof that Scripture is errant--that Jesus was either fallible and made a mistake or that He 
accommodated His teaching to the ignorance of His hearers and knowingly distorted the truth. 
But He was not comparing this seed to all other seeds in existence but only to the seeds of 
garden plants in Israel. Many seeds, such as those of the wild orchid, are much smaller that of 
the mustard. 

• Sperma (seed) refers to those of agricultural plants, those intentionally grown for food. The 
mustard has indeed the smallest seed of all the cultivated plants of Jesus’ day. 

• This parable allegedly exaggerates the size of the mustard plant, referring to it as a tree, in 
which the birds of the air come and nest in its branches. Many varieties of mustard plants are 
rather small bushes whose branches are too flimsy for birds to nest in. But the mustard plant of 
Israel often grows to a height of 3.5-5m. Just as Jesus said, when it is full grown, it is larger 
than the garden plants, and, from a comparative viewpoint, becomes a tree. At certain times of 
the year the branches become rigid enough to easily support a bird's nest.

• But, even though the omniscient Jesus was speaking literally and accurately in this parable, His 
purpose was proverbial, not technical or scientific. 

• Because of its tiny size, the mustard seed was commonly used in the ancient Middle East to 
represent things that were extremely small. Ancient Jewish literature contains references to a 
drop of blood or a blemish on an animal that was the size of a mustard seed. To this day Arabs 
sometimes speak of faith weighing as little as a mustard seed, in much the same way Jesus did 
(Mt 17:20).

• The idea of a small mustard seed growing into a large plant was proverbial, and the disciples 
would have immediately understood Jesus' point: the kingdom of heaven, though now very 
small and seemingly insignificant, would one day grow into a large body of believers. That is the 
central lesson of this parable.

• Another lesson of the parable of the mustard seed is that the kingdom of heaven will be a 
blessing to the rest of the world. The tree that grows from the small mustard seed represents 
the kingdom of heaven, which in the present age corresponds to the church. (MNTC)
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The Mustard Seed

Mustard field along Hwy 87 N 
shore of Galilee (Davod Hull)

Wild Mustard patch, Golan 
Heights (David Hull, Apr 2005)

Mustard seed 
(PZ, DD0065)
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Leaven

• The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour 
until it was all leavened. (Mt 13:33)

• Every household would save a piece of leavened dough from a risen batch just before it 
was baked. When the next batch of dough was mixed, the woman baking hid the saved 
piece from the previous batch in the new, so that its leaven could ferment the new batch 
and make it rise. “3 pecks” of meal is lit. 3 satons, or 37ℓ. Such a large batch of dough was 
not uncommon in most households of the day, because bread was the major item of food. 

• (1) small things can have great influence, in the way that a small piece of leavened dough 
can permeate a large piece of unleavened dough to make it rise. The power of the kingdom 
of heaven is great, far greater than its initial size and appearance would suggest. The 
smallest part of the kingdom that is placed in the world is sure to have influence, for it 
contains the power of God's own Spirit. 

• (2) the influence is positive. Leavened bread has always been considered tastier and more 
enjoyable than unleavened. As leaven causes fermentation, some interpreters insist that in 
Scripture it always signifies that which is evil and corrupting when it is used figuratively. But 
such a restrictive view is arbitrary and certainly does not fit the present text. Jesus 
specifically says that the kingdom of heaven, the most positive of all influences imaginable, 
is like leaven. 

• (3) the positive influence of the Kingdom comes from within. The leaven must be hid in 
order to have any impact. The idea here is not that of hiding so as not to be seen but rather 
of hiding in the sense of penetrating deeply, completely permeating the world as leaven 
completely permeates the dough. 

Using leaven to make bread is in line with 
baking traditions. The baker develops his 
own ferments without adding yeast. A lump 
of fermented dough called a "header", kept 
over from the previous batch, is used as 
the first link in the long fermentation chain.
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Leaven

• Grain or flour allowed to get moist within a few days will acquire a sour taste and later get mouldy - the 
normal process of decay from yeasts and moulds in the air that start growing and producing acids. 
People found that at an early point in the process, when the dough is still edible, it can be baked and 
the acid and bubbles will add texture and flavour to the bread. As it takes a few days before fermenting 
and rising occur naturally, they shortened the process by inoculating the lump of dough with a little of 
an old lump that has been aging longer. So the tradition began of taking out a lump of dough made 
each day and keeping for the next day to be added to the next batch (n). The lump of old dough would 
become sour and inedible overnight, and if left longer it would become rancid and rotten. But yet it 
would be mixed into the new lump of dough to cause it to rise.

• With this picture of ancient bread-making, it is clearer why leavened dough (Heb. hametz) was an 
image of a life contaminated by sin. The decay that would lead to "death" or rottenness was added to 
each batch. Without it the dough tends to be sweet, but adding it would give the dough a slightly sour 
taste that would get stronger and stronger. Think of how sin tends to "sour" our personalities, and also 
cause us to "puff up" with pride. Eventually, sin leads to our decay and death. It is interesting to see the 
motif of original sin here - the infection started with the first lump of dough that was leavened a long 
time ago, like Adam committing the first sin. 

• Most of the time this is a negative image, and Jesus uses it that way in Mt 16:6 concerning the leaven 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees. But once He used the image positively to describe the Kingdom of 
Heaven. It is like leaven --- a very small amount of leavened dough has a potent effect on a very large 
mass. He is describing the powerful effect of the Gospel and how even a few faithful believers can 
quickly transform the world around them, just as very small amount of dough can transform the whole 
dough. May we be like leaven in this way!

• Sourdough is a symbiotic culture of lactobacilli and yeasts used to leaven bread. Sourdough bread has 
a very distinctive taste, due mainly to the lactic acid produced by the lactobacilli. It is made by mixing a 
small amount of “starter” dough, which has the yeast culture, with new flour and water. Part of this 
resulting dough is then saved as the next starter. A baker's starter dough may have had years of 
history, from many hundreds of previous batches. Ancient breads probably tasted more like sourdough 
bread.

Sourdough starter made with flour and 
water after a 2 day fermentation 
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Hidden Treasure
• The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the 

field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy 
over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. (Mt 13:44)

• Because there were no banks or other public 
depositories, most people protected their valuables in a 
secret spot in the ground. When they needed money or 
decided to sell or trade a piece of jewelry, for instance, 
they would go to the place at night, uncover the jar or 
storage box, take out what was desired, and rebury the 
rest.

• Over the years, the ground of Israel became a veritable 
treasure house. When the owner of buried treasure 
died or was forcefully driven from the land--sometimes 
deported to a foreign land such as Assyria or Babylon--
the treasure would be forever lost unless someone 
accidentally discovered it, as occasionally happened.

• The point of the parable does not involve the ethics of 
what the man did, but rather his willingness to sacrifice 
everything he had in order to possess the treasure. But 
what he did was not unethical or dishonest. (MNTC)

Agricultural 
field Negev 
Desert (PZ 
AA2249)

Agricultural land In the 
Sharon region at Kfar 
Yona (ISI 14090)
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Pearl of Great Price

• Pearl: Translucent jewel created within certain species of mollusks. Although pearls 
are not minerals, they are composed of mineral substances; and they always have 
held an important place among the gemstones of the ANE (n). Pearls were produced 
in the Persian Gulf, the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean. Jesus taught that man could 
possess the world's greatest treasure, the one pearl of great price (Mt 13:46) -- the 
spiritual wealth of the Kingdom of Heaven.

• An emporos (merchant) was a wholesale dealer who bought and resold goods. He 
would travel about the country, perhaps to many countries, looking for items to buy 
and then sell for a profit. This particular merchant spent his time seeking fine pearls. 

• Pearls were extremely precious and the most highly valued gems in the ancient 
world. They were often bought as investments, like diamonds today. In the form of 
pearls, a great amount of wealth could be kept in a small space--concealed in one's 
clothing while traveling or bused in a field for safekeeping, as was the treasure of the 
previous parable.

• When the merchant came across one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 
he had, and bought it. Obviously he considered that particular pearl to have been 
worth more than all his other pearls together, because they would have been included 
in the sale of all that he had.

• Because the emphasis of these parables is personal appropriation of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, the message is obviously one of salvation. In this context, the Kingdom of 
Heaven represents the saving knowledge of God through trust in His Son and all the 
benefits and glory that relationship brings. (MNTC)
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Dragnet

• Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and 
when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into 
containers, but the bad they threw away. (Mt 13:47-48)

• The sagēnē was a very large dragnet, or seine, that required a team of fishermen to operate and 
sometimes covered as much as 1km². It was pulled into a giant circle around the fish, between 2 boats 
out in deep water or by one boat when working from the shore. In the latter case, one end of the net 
would be firmly moored on shore while the other was attached to the boat, which would make a large 
circle out into the water and come back to the starting place. Floats were attached to the top of the net 
and weights to the bottom, forming a wall of net from the surface to the bottom of the lake.

• As the net permitted nothing to escape, all sorts of things besides the desirable fish were caught. It 
swept everything in its path--weeds, flotsam, all manner of sea life, and fish of every kind. When the net 
was filled, it would take many men several hours just to drag it up on the beach. Then they sat down, 
and gathered the good (clean) fish, but the bad or unclean they threw away. The fish were kept alive in 
containers with water to be carried to a distant market; those that were to be sold nearby were placed in 
dry containers, usually baskets.

• In the present Church age, God permits unbelief and unrighteousness. But the time is coming when His 
toleration will end and His judgment begin. The first phase of judgment will be the separation of the 
wicked from among the righteous, the tares from among the wheat. The dragnet of God's judgment 
moves silently through the sea of mankind and draws all men to the shores of eternity for final 
separation to their ultimate destiny--believers to eternal life and unbelievers to eternal damnation.

• Men move about within that net as if they were forever free. It may touch them from time to time, as it 
were, startling them. But they quickly swim away, thinking they have escaped, not realizing they are 
completely and inescapably encompassed in God's sovereign plan. The invisible web of God's 
judgment encroaches on every human being just as that of the dragnet encroaches on the fish. (MNTC)

Net fishing, Sea of Galilee
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The Blade, the Ear and the Full Corn
• The kingdom of God is like a man who casts 

seed upon the soil; and he goes to bed at night 
and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and 
grows -- how, he himself does not know. The 
soil produces crops by itself; first the blade, 
then the head, then the mature grain in the 
head. But when the crop permits, he 
immediately puts in the sickle, because the 
harvest has come. (Mk 4:26-29)

• Siton v 28 means “grain”, especially wheat. 
• First the blade The green, tender shoot, that 

first starts out of the earth before the stalk is 
formed.

• Then the head The original means the stalk or 
spire of wheat or barley, as well as the ear.

• The mature grain The ripe wheat. The grain 
swollen to its proper size. By this is denoted, 
undoubtedly, that grace or religion in the heart 
is of gradual growth. It is at first tender, feeble, 
perhaps almost imperceptible, like the first 
shootings of the grain in the earth. (Barnes' 
Notes)

Maturing wheat

http://www.wheatbp.net/cgi-bin/grain2.pl
http://www.wheatbp.net/cgi-bin/grain2.pl
http://www.wheatbp.net/cgi-bin/grain2.pl
http://www.wheatbp.net/cgi-bin/grain2.pl
http://www.wheatbp.net/cgi-bin/grain2.pl
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Workers in the Vineyard

• This parable teaches a magnificent and blessed truth about the Kingdom of Heaven, which, Jesus 
said, is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. He is 
giving an illustration of the spiritual realm where God sovereignly reigns in righteousness and grace, 
and in particular, an illustration of the equal and just basis on which it is entered through His grace. 
As He often did, He used a common earthly story to illustrate a heavenly truth.

• The estate of the landowner included a large vineyard, for which he needed to hire labourers. It is not 
stated whether he was preparing a new vineyard, pruning the vines of an existing one, or getting 
ready to harvest the grapes. But all of those tasks required considerable hard labour. 

• As most owners did not have enough household servants or regular workers to do those jobs, 
temporary day laborers were hired from nearby towns and villages. They were usually unskilled at a 
trade and were near the bottom of the social-economic scale, many of them not far above beggars. 
They worked from job to job, many of which lasted no more than a day, and often less. They had no 
guarantee of work beyond what they might be doing at the time. They would gather in the market 
place before dawn to be available for hiring, and that is where the landowner found these particular 
men early in the morning.

• The first workers grumbled at the landowner, saying, "These last men have worked only one hour, 
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day." 
The problem was not the owner’s injustice but the workers’ jealousy. “ Is your eye envious because I 
am generous?" the owner asked. As he had just reminded the group, he completely lived up to their 
mutual agreement, and that should have been their only concern. 

• The parable’s primary point is the owner's right to pay all the workers the same wage. God's 
sovereign principle for salvation is that every person who comes in faith to His Son, Jesus Christ, 
receives the same gracious salvation prepared by the Father and given by the Son. There are no 
exceptions or variations. Whether a person comes to God as a small child and lives a long life of 
faithful, obedient service, or whether he comes to Him on his deathbed, all come into the Kingdom on 
the same basis and receive the same glorious, eternal blessings. (MNTC)
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Workers in the Vineyard

Vineyards, 
Judea (LBPA 
4396)

Working at the Vineyard, 
Nazareth Village
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The Talents

• Jesus told a parable about a master who entrusted "talents" to his servants. A talent was not a coin, but a 
unit of a high value, though the amount varied from time to time. If a denarius was worth a day's wages, a 
talent would have been worth about 17 years wages. A reference to a large number of talents generally 
meant "a great deal of money," much the same as when people today say, "if I had a million dollars." 

• Doulos was a general term that referred to any kind and level of bondservant. It was used of common 
laborers and menial household servants as well as of skilled craftsmen and artists and highly-trained 
professionals. Their commonness was in being the personal property of their owners, who often had the 
power of life and death over them.

• A wealthy person would often have special slaves who functioned as overseers of his household and 
managers of his business. In many cases some of a man's slaves were much better educated and skilled 
than he was. Highly trusted slaves sometimes had a virtual free hand within proscribed areas of responsibility 
even when the owner was at home. When he left town for any length of time, they acted almost in his full 
authority, having the equivalent of what we now refer to as power of attorney. They were responsible for 
handling all the assets and business operations of their owner for his benefit and profit.

• The numbers of talents given to the slaves have no significance in themselves but simply illustrate a wide 
range of responsibilities, from the very high and demanding to the relatively low and easy. It is significant, 
however, that the responsibilities were given to each according to his own ability. The owner knew his slaves 
intimately, and he entrusted each one only with the responsibility he reasonably could be expected to handle.

• In Roman Empire the maximum loan rate was 12% simple interest, and the interest earned on deposits was 
probably about half that rate. The slave with the one talent therefore could have reaped at least a 6% return 
by making virtually no effort at all. The fact that he did not attempt even to earn simple interest on the money 
confirmed his total irresponsibility and his indifference to the master.

• The distinguishing mark of the first two servants was that they used their opportunity to serve the Lord before 
His return, which they eagerly awaited, and thereby proved the genuineness of their salvation. They were 
willing to invest everything they had in the service of their Master. The third servant, on the other hand, put 
aside what God had given him and went about his own selfish business. He called himself a servant of God 
but demonstrated conclusively he was not. (MNTC)
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Minas (Pounds)
• Then he said to the bystanders, "Take the mina away from him and give it to the one 

who has the ten minas.' And they said to him, "Master, he has ten minas already.' I 
tell you that to everyone who has, more shall be given, but from the one who does not 
have, even what he does have shall be taken away. But these enemies of mine, who 
did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence. 
(Lk 19:24-27)

• In the NT (except “talent'' Rv 16:21 and “mina'' Jn 12:3,19:39), talent and pound refer 
money rather than the weight. 1 mina = 100 denarii, 100 Gk drachmas. 

• Jesus gave this parable in Jericho, where Herod’s son Archelaus "followed his 
father's example in building projects. He rebuild a royal palace in Jericho in splendid 
fashion and diverted half of the water of the Village of Neara into the newly planted 
palm trees in the plain of Jericho." (Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, p. 322). 

• After Herod's death, and previous to going to Rome to receive the government, his 
son Archelaus ordered his soldiers to attack the Jews, who were becoming 
tumultuous, at the Temple.The attack resulted in the death of about 3000 Jews. On 
his going to Rome the Jews sent a deputation of the principal citizens protesting 
against his cruelty and asking to be permitted to live according to their own laws, 
under a Roman governor. He governed Judea with so much violence that in the 10th 
(9th according to Dio Cassius) year of his reign he was dethroned, deprived of his 
property, and banished to Vienna, in Gaul (Ant. 17:13:2). (Unger’s)
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Unworthy Servants

• The kind of attitude Jesus is speaking about is not a false humility, 
the kind of attitude that says "I'm no good at anything"; it is not an 
admission that we do nothing good or pleasing to God. 

• It is realizing that we are forever in God's debt; an understanding 
that our work for Him is never done.

• The bond slave belongs to his master. He does not work a 
predetermined number of hours each day. He is a slave who does 
what his master tells him to do. 

• Jesus is using an ordinary situation that would be familiar to all of 
His hearers and appealing to something that everyone would agree 
with. The slave is not doing his master a favour by serving him. 

• It was part of is regular work to prepare the meal, or in any case it 
was part of his regular duty to do what the master commanded. 
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Faithful and Wise Steward

• Oikonomos, translated “steward” in NAS, was a manager or superintendent of 
another's household, as Eliezer was over the house of Abraham. We read of 
Joseph's steward Gn 43:19; 44:1,4) and of Herod's steward (Lk 8:3; manager 
NIV). The word steward also refers to a guardian or curator (Mt 20:8; Gal 4:2) 
in addition to its OT meaning as a manager or superintendent of a household 
(Lk 8:2-3; 1 Cor 4:1-2).

• As great confidence was reposed in these officials, Paul describes Christian 
ministers as the stewards of God over His church (1 Co 4:1-2; those given a 
trust NIV). Believers are also said to be stewards of God, of God's gifts and 
graces (1 Pe 4:10). (Nelson’s, Unger’s)

• All who are servants of Jesus must be ready for His return, but those who are 
ministers among His servants must all the more be ready. "Ignorance of the 
Divine shall not wholly excuse the sinner, he shall be beaten, but his stripes 
shall be few, his damnation shall be gentle compared with a minister's, that 
knows his Master's will but does it not; teaches it to others, but does it not 
himself…God looks upon wicked, loose, and scandalous and mischievous 
ministers as the greatest transgressors, and he will deal with them as such." 
(Poole)

• A poor steward lives without the expectation of his master's return. He 
mistreats other stewards and he wastes his time and resources on 
unprofitable things.
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The Friend at Midnight

• This parable was in response to the disciples’ request in Lk 11:1 “Lord, 
teach us to pray.”

• There were few public accommodations for travelers in Jesus’ days, and the 
emphasis on hospitality in Jewish culture made it incumbent on this man to 
take his friend in. He had nothing to set before his guest; so he went to 
another friend’s house to ask for 3 loaves of bread. 

• In the custom of that day, a whole family lived together in a one-room 
house. On one side of the house was a raised platform where they all slept; 
down on the ground were all their animals - a cow, perhaps some sheep and 
goats and so forth. There was no way the man could come to the door 
without disturbing the whole household. It took a lot of boldness for the man 
to so shamelessly ask his friend in the middle of the night - he really wanted 
the bread. Evidently he kept asking and would not go away until his friend 
gave him what he wanted. 

• The emphasis in this parable is on the persistence of the man who asked for 
the 3 loaves, and his genuine need. We must be persistent in prayer. There 
is no such thing as unanswered prayer. 
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The Unjust Judge

• This parable is linked to Jesus’ teaching that His disciples should 
always pray and not give up. 

• It is clear that the widow’s case was a just one and she was 
pleading for justice. Many widows, at their first refusal by a rough, 
disdainful judge, would have gone away sorrowful. This widow kept 
coming again and again, evidently until her request was granted. 

• When the unjust judge complained the woman would wear me out 
(v 5) it really means, "Stun me. A metaphor taken from boxers, who 
bruise each other." (Clarke) 

• Hupopiazo lit. to hit under the eye (buffet or disable an antagonist as 
a pugilist), fig. to tease or annoy (into compliance), subdue (one's 
passions). 
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The Good Samaritan
• But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And 

who is my neighbour?"
• Jesus replied and said, "A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and they 
stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him 
half dead. And by chance a priest was going down on 
that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

• “But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon 
him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, and 
came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil 
and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, 
and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 

• "On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them 
to the innkeeper and said, "Take care of him; and 
whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay 
you.' 

• "Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbour to the man who fell into the robbers' hands?" 
And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward him." 
Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same.“ (Lk 
10:29-37)
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The Good Samaritan

Looking E near the mouth of Wadi Qelt.  The modern aqueduct was 
close to the course of an old Roman aqueduct that brought water 
from a spring upstream to W Jericho (Eriha). Herod’s palace is near 
the white plastic greenhouses (L of centre). 
The black top road may have been over the top or parallel to the 
course of an Ottoman road built close to the lines of the old Roman 
road as one travelled either down to Jericho or up to Jerusalem. Not 
much remains of the original Roman road. Parts of it paralleled the 
modern road down towards Jericho. There were numerous goat trails, 
military roads, and Bedouin roads in the area, the ruins of the road 
are difficult to locate as much erosion occurred during the winter flash 
floods of the past 2000 years. (David Hull, Apr 2005)
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The Good Samaritan: Ascent of Adumim
• The Wadi Qilt runs W-E, draining a 

significant part of the N Judean 
wilderness. Along it runs the Ascent 
of Adumim, the main route from 
Jericho to Jerusalem. The Wadi Qilt is 
very deep and a barrier to traffic -- 
travellers must travel alongside it 
rather than cut across it.

• In ancient times, people followed the 
Ascent.  Some of the biblical events 
which likely occurred on this route 
include: David’s flight from Absalom 
(2 Sa 15-16), Zedekiah’s flight from 
the Babylonians (2 Ki 25:4), the 
setting of the Good Samaritan (Lk 
10:25-37), and Jesus’ travels from 
Jericho to Jerusalem (e.g., Lk 19:28).

Wadi Qilt canyon walls

Wadi Qilt (Ascentof Adumim runs on its  
side. at below photo)
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The Good Samaritan

• The parable answered the scribe’s question in Lk 10:29 “And who is my neighbour?“ 
The wounded man, in need of help, is not the neighbour --- it is the good Samaritan. 
The scribe wanted to circumscribe his obligations; Jesus turned his question around to 
teach our obligation to be a neighbour to others, going out in a heart of love to every 
person you may help. 

• S of Tel es-Sultan (OT Jericho) is a riverbed (Wadi Qilt). Turning R is the line of the old 
Roman road toward Jerusalem, with the wadi on the R. After 1km, across the river, is 
Herod's winter palace which in Jesus’ day had burned down in the brief revolt after 
Herod's death.  E of Jerusalem, the wadi is the only natural opening in the cliff along 
the Jordan Valley. 

• The road from Jerusalem to Jericho is 21km. Surrounded by desert, this was a 
dangerous road. Outlaws could get control of the watering places. An army might come 
to try and bring order (think of Saul chasing David) but it could not long endure on 
limited water supplies. Once the army went back to the city, the outlaws returned to 
their posts. 

• In the 19th c, pilgrims had to travel in groups from Jerusalem to the Jordan, paying 
protection money to the Bedouin. It is no coincidence that Jesus chose this road for the 
parable.   

Road to Jericho (ww.art-sacre.net)
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The Good Samaritan
• The priest and Levite feared ritual defilement from what could be a corpse. 

Such defilement would cost them the purchase of ashes of a red heifer for 
purification, the loss of Temple privileges (such as eating from sacrifices) 
during a week of defilement, the arrangement of burial for the corpse, and the 
rending of a perfectly good garment as a sign of grief. The priest and the 
Levite quite clearly see in the victim a threat of personal loss and 
inconvenience.

• The Samaritan has equal reason to by-pass the man to avoid defilement, 
perhaps more so if the victim were a detestable Jew. But he not only stops, 
but also treats the wounds. The wine, containing alcohol, had an antiseptic 
effect on the man's wounds. The olive oil eased the pain. He tears bandages 
from his own turban or linen undergarment to wrap up the lesions. 

• To set him on his own animal means that the Samaritan himself walked as the 
victim rode the donkey (the slower pace exposing them to danger from the 
bandits). 

• He took out two denarii: It seems that two denarii would have provided for the 
man's needs in the inn for at least 2 or 3 weeks of convalescence. The 
Samaritan pledged unlimited credit for additional expense. All this he gave 
without hope of reimbursement as Samaritans have no legal rights in Jewish 
courts. Thus the parable shows the extraordinary lengths to which the 
Samaritan took at his own inconvenience and expense to help the wounded 
man. 
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The Lowest Seat at the Feast

• A study of the customs of the times shows that this parable is true to 
life. Seating guests according to their social standing has become 
traditional in Middle Eastern countries. 

• Notice here that our Lord does not condemn the practice. He is 
merely stating the fact and recalling what doubtless happened more 
than once: a guest taking his place, reclining on the couch, and then 
having to go to the lowest place because a more honourable guest 
came late and all the intermediate places were filled. 

• He gives the same spiritual message as in the parable of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector (Lk 18:14) viz. humility. Here, the 
Christian is to humble himself, counting others each other better 
than himself when it comes to a matter of precedence. (McQuilkin)
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Pharisee and Tax Collector

• The central message of the parable is the danger of self-
righteousness.

• The Pharisee relied on his own power and deeds before God, but the 
tax collector relied on the mercy and compassion of God. He 
recognized that he was a sinner who needed the mercy of God.

• We can imagine the Pharisee praying with eloquent words and 
flowing, spiritual style; anyone who heard him pray would say that he 
was a spiritual man. But his heart was absolutely wrong. And the tax 
collector would pray awkwardly, with halting phrases and fear; but his 
prayer pleased to God for his was a humble, broken and contrite spirit 
who counted himself utterly unworthy to come before God. 

• It was a bold and daring thing to bring together a Pharisee, a member 
of the orthodox party and of high social standing, and a tax collector, a 
symbol of rejection and hatred – making the tax collector the one 
whom God accepts and the Pharisee the one whom God rejects. 
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Unjust Steward

• This parable presents principles that should govern the Christian’s 
attitude toward eternal things. 

• The oikonomos (“manager”) apparently used his master’s money 
freely both for his own pleasure and for that of his friends. When his 
master told him he was dismissed, he had to get his books into 
shape promptly. 

• He began to think about the future. He used his authority as 
manager to reduce the obligations of his master’s debtors. These 
people were probably tenants who paid for their rent and their seed 
from what they produced. 

• 100 measures of oil (v 6): 100 baths (2,200ℓ) of olive oil, perhaps 
equivalent of 300 days’ labour. 

• 100 measures of wheat (v 7): 100 cors (kors) (22,000ℓ) of wheat, 
equivalent to 2,000 days’ labour.  
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Rich Fool

• There is little doubt that everybody but God thought a great deal of 
this man; but in fact (and for eternity), this man is a fool. It isn't only 
sin to give material things too high a place in your life - it is stupid 
also.

• See the heart of the rich fool: my crops…my barns…my goods…my 
soul. Everything is about him, and nothing is God. In the end, it was 
proved that nothing was his - even his own soul was subject to God. 
He didn't have any crops, any barns, any goods, and his soul was 
dead.

• "Poorer than the poorest beggar he had to leave this world." 
(Geldenhuys)

• So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God (Lk 12:21) The man's problem was not in that he had 
treasure on earth; but that he was not rich toward God.
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Great Supper

• In a day without clocks, the date of the banquet was announced long before, but the exact time 
only was announced the very day.

• Central to this parable are the excuses that are offered. The excuses are different, but really all 
the same - they all alike began to make excuses. Excuses are made, fashioned for 
convenience, and are clung to in desperation.

– I have bought a piece of land . . . five yoke of oxen: The first two excuses have to do with material 
things and are each pretty lame. After all, what kind of fool first buys a piece of land, and then goes to 
check it? If you have already bought ten oxen, what is the use of testing them after you have already 
bought them? When we buy something new, we are almost always preoccupied by it. Preoccupation 
with the things of the world is a common excuse for not following Jesus.

– I have married a wife: The third excuse has to do with a man who puts his family before the Lord. The 
best thing we can show to our family is that they are not first in our lives, but that the Lord is.

• These excuse makers condemn themselves; their excuses are only a thin veil hiding the fact 
that they do not want to come. "Back of an excuse is a lack of desire." (Morgan) There is no 
rational reason why someone would not want to be part of this feast; they just don't want to.

• If those first invited to the feast refuse, there will still be a feast - the master will not give a feast 
in vain! Augustine and others have used the phrase compel them to come in as a justification to 
coerce people into Christianity, sometimes - using persecution and torture. Why did Jesus say 
compel? These wanderers and outcasts would need to be convinced that they were really 
welcome - compel, yes - but in love. "Reflects in the first place the urgent desire of the master to 
have an absolutely full house, in the second the feeling that pressure will be needed to 
overcome the incredulity of country people as to the invitation to them being meant seriously. 
They would be apt to laugh in the servant's face.“ (Bruce, quoted by David Guzik) (Guzik’s)
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Lost sheep

• In the rugged terrain of Israel there were many ravines, gullies, caves, and crevices into which a sheep 
could wander or fall. "When the shepherd discovers a sheep is missing," Jesus asked, "does he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one that is straying?"

• The idea seems implied that the shepherd sensed the straying sheep's absence without having to check 
the entire flock. The shepherd knew his sheep intimately, both as a flock and individually (cf. Jn 10:1-
18). He instinctively knew when something was wrong or when one of them was missing. He was an 
expert at tracking lost sheep, and love for his defenseless and utterly dependent flock would not allow 
him to give up until he had found and rescued the one that was missing. The loyal shepherd would fight 
off wolves, bears, lions, thieves, or any other threat to the sheep. When an errant animal was found, the 
shepherd would pour olive oil over any wounds or scratches and he would bind up a broken leg. He 
would then tenderly place the sheep on his shoulders and carry it back to the fold. From this parable we 
see:

– Christ's personal and individual love. It does not matter which sheep goes astray. The Lord is equally concerned for 
any one of them. He is just as much aware and concerned when a poor believer in the slums wanders from Him as 
when a respected church leader stumbles into sin.

– His patient care for His people. He is infinitely patient with their self-willed, sinful foolishness and He will not give up 
on a single one, even though that person might be the least promising and the least faithful of all His children.

– God's seeking care. He does not wait for a lost sheep to return on its own but personally goes as far into the 
wilderness as necessary to find and rescue it. The Saviour is infinitely more anxious and determined for restoration 
than is even the most repentant believer.

• If a human shepherd can exhibit so much concern for each sheep under his care, how much more does 
the Lord, the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant (Heb 13:20), care 
when a single one of His people spiritually goes astray? And when He finds it and restores it to Himself, 
how much more heavenly rejoicing is there over it...than over the ninety-nine which have not gone 
astray? (MNTC)

Spring in the Judean hills, grazing sheep 
(LBPA 1531)
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Lost Coin

• Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins [drachmas] and loses one coin, 
does not light a lamp and sweep the house and search carefully until she 
finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbours, saying, "Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had 
lost!” In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents. (Lk 15:8-10)

• The basic Greek coin was the drachma, roughly equivalent to a Roman 
denarius, or one day's wages. Probably the drachma is the "lost coin" of 
Jesus' parable. (Nelson's)

• The home of the poorer classes was usually small, with dirt floors and few 
windows. Finding a lost coin in a dark and dusty place would not be easy, but 
the value of the coin to the poor woman was worth the trouble she took to find 
it. This parable reinforces the main point in the previous parable of the Lost 
Sheep, that there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents  
(15:7b). Here, the expression is the Father’s joy in the presence of the 
angels.  

Drachmas, silver (3rd c 
BC to 1st c AD) 
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Lost Coin
• The private houses unearthed at Capernaum 

(T. Hum) were rather unpretentious but by no 
means poor, al least according to the living 
standard of an ancient village. 

• Local volcanic basalt stones in their natural 
state were used to build walls and pavements. 
Walls were built without true foundations, and 
the one storey rooms could hardly reach more 
that 3 m in height, judging from several 
staircases leading to the roof. Fairly regular 
courses were levelled with small pebbles and 
soil, but with no help of strong mortar, at least in 
the Hellenistic and Roman periods; even in the 
Byzantine period mortar was employed only in 
some cases, and not as a rule. (SBF)

• The floors are uneven, being made of large 
smooth pieces of basalt with sizable cracks 
between them. Even in the bright sunshine we 
can imagine the woman in the parable 
searching for her lost coin, especially in a room 
with basalt wall and floor, and small windows. 
No wonder she had to use a lamp. (JJ)

Basalt flooring seen in partial view of Area 3 
in Capernaum,  (SBF/S. Loffreda).

http://198.62.75.1/www1/ofm/sbf/arch/casa_area3_SE_big.jpg
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Lost Son

• In those days, a father could either grant the inheritance 
before or after his death, but it was usually done after. 

• The younger son asks for a special exception. Pigs were, of 
course, considered unclean by Jews, and there could be no 
more disgusting profession than to feed pigs. The young man 
was in desperate straits. The pods that the swine were eating 
were the seeds of the carob tree. 

• Jesus doesn't say that the son returned to his village or to his 
home, but to his father. That is how we need to come back to 
God - to come back to Him first and foremost, before coming 
back to church or coming back to Christian friends. 

• The older son was very obedient, yet very far from his father's 
heart; he will not even see his younger brother. The older son 
is a perfect picture of the heart of the Pharisees, who were 
angry that God would receive the lost multitudes coming to 
Jesus. "The proud and the self-righteous always feel that they 
are not treated as well as they deserve." (Morris). 

• But notice that the father also loved the older son, and he 
came out after him as well. (Guzik’s)

Carob 
pods
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The Two Debtors
• This parable is a very brief and simple one, but in this case, the setting is 

really a vital part of the story. 
• A woman with a broken and contrite heart had just anointed Jesus’ feet with 

perfume from an alabaster jar at Simon the Pharisee’s house. She was 
called a sinner, and so was a particularly notorious sinner in society’s eyes - 
most likely, a prostitute.

• It was pretty bold for this woman with a sinful reputation to come into the 
house of a Pharisee, but she was willing to do anything to express her love 
for Jesus. Going into that house took courage and determination. 

• We can imagine the woman coming originally to only anoint Jesus' feet with 
oil; but then, being overcome with emotion, tears flowing from her eyes, 
starting to wash His feet with her tears, wiping them clean with her hair, and 
kissing His feet repeatedly. 

• The parable emphasizes that the lender forgave both debtors (one of 500 
denarii, the other 50 denarii), and its main point is found in the question (Lk 
7:42), “So which of them will love him more?" The measure of love is the 
measure of the gift that has been received. 
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The Ten Virgins

• Another of the several warning parables (see Mt 24:43,45-51) on the point that 
the exact time of His second coming will not be known in advance. It will be at a 
time when it is least expected (24:36,42,44,50; 25:13). 

• The parable accentuates the incalculable importance of being spiritually 
prepared to meet Christ when He returns to earth, for after He appears, 
unbelievers who are then alive will have no further chance for salvation.

• At the end of the betrothal period the wedding feast would be held, which could 
last a week. It began with the groom's coming with his groomsmen to the bride's 
house to escort her to the groom’s home, where the wedding festivities take 
place. Her bridesmaids would wait with the bride. 

• The delay until midnight is probably due to the insistence by the bride’s family 
that the groom and his family give a larger dowry. Such insistence shows the 
reluctance of the bride’s family to give up their daughter and compliments the 
groom for his choice of such an outstanding young woman, who deserves the 
larger dowry. 

• Together the bride and groom and their attendants would then parade through 
the streets proclaiming that the wedding feast was about to begin. The 
procession was generally begun at night, and torches were used by the wedding 
party to illumine their way and to attract attention. In those days bridesmaids 
were chaste young virgins.
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The Ten Virgins
• The lampas (torches) used by wedding attendants consisted of tightly wrapped 

cloths attached to long poles (n). They lighted the way for the procession, and 
marked off the wedding party as special participants. The rags form a wick and 
needed to be soaked repeatedly in oil and kept burning as it will not be easy to 
kindle them in a hurry when the procession arrives. 

• It seems the 5 foolish virgins overlooked the possibility of a delay and had no oil 
at all (v 3) for when they lit their torches they went out immediately (v 8). The ten 
virgins are professed believers in Christ, and the torches symbolize their 
outward identity with His church. The torches also represent expectation of His 
imminent return, the preparation and readiness of the bridesmaids to meet the 
divine bridegroom when He comes. The oil represents good works which show a 
person to be prepared for Jesus’ coming. 

• The difference is not in the quantity of oil that they possessed, but in the fact of 
their having or not having any at all. 

• The foolish could have acted in time to buy some and were unprepared despite 
their outward appearance. They carried torches that looked exactly like those of 
the others, but they had nothing to burn in them. A torch without fuel is obviously 
worthless, and a profession of faith in Jesus Christ without a saving relationship 
to Him is infinitely more worthless, because one is left in spiritual darkness. 

• The wise virgins oil in separate containers or flasks along with their lamps ready 
for use. Their outward profession was substantiated by inward possession. They 
had the oil of preparedness, namely, the reality of the light of the saving grace of 
God within them. (MNTC, ASNT)
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The Faithful and Unfaithful Servants

• Be like men who are waiting for their master: (Lk 12:36) If Christians are to 
not be greedy or worried, they are to put their focus on the return of Jesus. 
This is something worth putting our lives into. "These words of the Saviour 
are closely linked up with the previous warnings not to be worldly minded 
but heavenly minded." (Geldenhuys)

• Be dressed in readiness and keep your lamps lit. (v 35). You can be ready 
to work all day long, but if you don't have the proper equipment (such as 
illumination), your readiness doesn't matter at all.

• We all know the embarrassment of being called on when unprepared. Jesus 
tells us to be prepared for His coming - which is the most important thing 
you could ever be ready for! A thief never announces his coming; he comes 
at a time when you would not expect him. The way to be on guard against a 
thief is to live in constant readiness, and the way to be ready for Jesus' 
return is to live in constant readiness.

• The ready servants will be served by their Master and blessed; there is rich 
reward in living a life ready and expectant for Jesus to return. (Guzik’s)
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The Watchful Porter
• It is like a man away on a journey, who upon leaving his house and putting his 

slaves in charge, assigning to each one his task, also commanded the 
doorkeeper to stay on the alert. Therefore, be on the alert -- for you do not 
know when the master of the house is coming, whether in the evening, at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning (Mk 13:35)

• Each servant has his work to do. We aren't responsible for someone else's 
work, but we certainly are responsible for ours.

• Thuroros (Mk 13:34) “gate-warden”, a keeper of the door. This person 
guarded the entrance to a city, public building (Jn 18:17), temple, rich man's 
house (Mk 13:34), and sheepfold (Jn 10:3). A guard was stationed at any 
entrance through which someone unwanted might enter, especially at night. 
This must have been a lowly job because of the contrast implied in Ps 84:10, 
where "doorkeeper" is the opposite of the most luxurious and favourable 
position. Porters were also called gatekeepers. (Nelson’s)

• During Roman times, there were 4 watches, described either according to 
their numerical order, as in the case of the "fourth watch" (Mt 14:25), or by the 
terms "evening," "midnight," "cockcrowing," and "morning" (Mk 13:35). These 
ended respectively at 9 pm, midnight, 3 am, and 6 am.

• "There is some evidence to show that the simile of the porter, or door-keeper, 
is peculiarly apt and indeed a chosen simile for the Christian ministry." (Cole) 
We must listen to the warning of the doorkeeper - watch and be ready. Until 
Jesus returns, it is time to be about our Father's business. 
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Fig Tree

• Manthanō (learn) means to genuinely understand and accept a teaching, to 
accept it as true and to apply it in one's life. It was sometimes used of 
acquiring a life-long habit.

• Jesus reminded the disciples of a commonly known fact about a fig tree: when 
its branch has already become tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. In other words, when the sap begins to flow into the 
branches, making them tender, and new leaves appear on the tree, you know 
that summer is near. Even children knew that a budding fig tree meant it was 
spring and that summer would soon follow, when the ripened figs would be 
harvested.

• Throughout the gospel of Matthew, the figure of harvest represents judgment, 
the time of separating unbelievers from believers and of condemning the 
unbelievers to judgment. In this present parable of the fig tree Jesus was 
simply illustrating to the disciples that, when the signs He had just been 
describing begin to transpire, the time of His return will be very near. (MNTC)

A Fig tree by the 
Banias Spring 

Figs 'From the Fig tree learn its 
lesson: as soon as it's branch 
becomes tender... you know that 
summer is near'  (Mt 24:32) 
(LBPA 3068)
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The Two Sons

• In this short parable Jesus characterizes two contrasting responses to the 
gospel. And once again He gives His opponents the opportunity to condemn 
themselves out of their own mouths.

• In the first instance, the son who was asked to work...in the vineyard told his 
father, "I will, sir," but he did not go. The implication is that he had never 
intended to go and lied to his father to give the false impression of 
obedience. The second son at first refused to go, saying, "I will not," but he 
afterward regretted it and went.

• When Jesus asked the chief priests and elders, "Which of the two did the will 
of his father?" they gave the obvious answer, "The latter."

• Jesus' point in this story is that doing is more important than mere saying. It 
is, of course, best for a person to say he will do God's will and then do it. But 
it is immeasurably better to at first refuse His will and then repent and do it 
than to hypocritically agree to do it but not. In this context, the doing of God's 
will relates to acceptance of the gospel, of receiving Jesus as the Messiah 
and as Saviour and Lord. (MNTC)
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The Wicked Vinedressers
• The details emphasize the owner's great care in developing the 

vineyard. When all was in order, he rented it out to vine-growers he 
thought were reliable caretakers, with an agreement that they would 
pay a certain part of the proceeds as rent. The rest would belong to 
them, as payment for their work in cultivating the vineyard. Satisfied that 
his business venture was in good hands, the owner went on a journey.

• The tenant growers had a marvelous opportunity to develop a good 
living. They had an excellent vineyard to cultivate and were given the 
complete trust to operate it. But not content with merely a good living, 
they wanted the whole harvest for themselves and were merciless in 
achieving that end.

• The murder of the son was coldly premeditated. The growers did not 
mistake him for another slave but knew exactly who he was. Since he 
was the son, they planned his murder in order to seize his inheritance.

• By the end of this startling and dramatic parable, the interest of the 
Jewish leaders and the many bystanders was thoroughly piqued. The 
story generated great pity for the betrayed, grieving owner and resentful 
rage at the heartless, brutal growers.

• In fact, the patience of the owner and the brutality of the growers are so 
absolutely astounding, so unrealistic and abnormal, that some critics 
say Jesus overdrew the story or that the gospel writers exaggerated His 
original version. But those extremes are essential to the parable's point. 
It was the very uncommonness of the owner's patience and of the 
growers' wickedness that Jesus' wanted His hearers to notice. (MNTC)

Judean hills rural scene; 
vineyard with a watch 
tower on the hilltop (LBPA 
3312) 
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Barren Fig Tree

• The parable brings out both the need for repentance and the 
slowness of God to punish, but the opportunity to repent does not last 
forever.

• The fig tree is in a vineyard, and thus in fertile soil. The owner has the 
right to expect fruit for 3 years, indicating it is a well-established tree. 
A failure to bear fruit for 3 years sounds ominous. It was unlikely that 
such a tree would bear again. The order to cut it down was not only 
that the tree was unproductive, but that it was taking up ground that 
might otherwise be productive. 

• The vinedresser counsels patience. Perhaps treatment of the soil and 
the application of manure for a further year will bring results. It will 
give the tree one last chance to produce. But the vinedresser 
recognises facts. If it still does not bear, that is the end of the matter. 
(Leon Morris, TNTC: Luke)

View of early figs from a tree in Jerusalem.  
Note the buds on the tree, indicating that this 
is prior to the leafing of the tree.  The figs that 
are on the tree are left over from the previous 
season! (HLP
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Wedding Feast

• In ANE weddings, at the time of betrothal an announcement was sent to the bridegroom's friends to inform 
them of the forthcoming wedding, and the friends were invited to attend the wedding banquet that would 
follow. Customarily, 12 months intervened between the betrothal and the wedding itself; therefore the guests 
had ample opportunity to prepare themselves to attend. 

• A wedding feast was inseparable from the wedding itself, which involved a week-long series of meals and 
festivities and was the highlight of all social life. A royal wedding such as this one often lasted for several 
weeks. Guests were invited to stay at the house of the groom's parents for the entire occasion, and the father 
would make as elaborate provisions as he could afford. A royal wedding, of course, would be held in the 
palace, and a king would be able to afford whatever he desired.

• A wedding feast that a king prepared for his son would be a feast of all feasts. The fact that it was a wedding 
celebration was incidental. No mention at all is made of the bride or of any other aspect of a wedding for the 
feast represents the greatest festivity imaginable, given by the greatest monarch imaginable, for the most-
honoured guests imaginable, a royal wedding feast was chosen as the illustration of the ultimate celebration.

• The king sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast. The guests had been 
invited earlier. To be a pre-invited guest to the king's wedding was among the highest honours possible. It is 
therefore inconceivable that, when the actual call came to attend, they were unwilling to come. It is the 
shockingly extreme and unthinkable nature of the events mentioned that are central to the story's point.

• The second group of invited guests disregarded the call from the king, except that their refusal this time was 
even more crass and brutal. Many of the invitees were coldly indifferent, acting as if the wedding were of no 
consequence. They responded by carrying on business as usual and looking after their own interests, 
represented by the farm and business. 

• The third group were worse. Rather than being concerned about offending the king, they were themselves 
offended at his persistence. In an act of unbelievably brutal arrogance, they seized the king's slaves and 
mistreated them and killed them. Contempt for the king's slaves demonstrated contempt for the king himself, 
and in mistreating and killing his slaves they committed a flagrant act of rebellion.

• The wedding feast represented God's promised blessing to Israel, a figure understood by everyone in the 
Temple that day. (MNTC)

Outdoor wedding 
ceremony place,
Safed (ISI 15160)
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Unforgiving Servant

• This parable is specifically about the Kingdom of Heaven (only believers). It is a direct response to 
Peter's question about forgiving a brother (v 21), which in turn was a response to His teaching about 
discipline within the church (vv 15-20). 

• Here Jesus presents the attitude of God, the certain king, concerning forgiveness of and by His 
subjects, the slaves. The citizens of God's kingdom are also children in His heavenly family, and the 
parable speaks of Him both as Lord, represented by the king, and as heavenly Father (v 35).

• Slaves is here used in the broadest sense of those in submission to a sovereign, regardless of their 
rank or wealth. Thus the parable’s truth applies to every believer. Perhaps the event was the regular 
time the king used to settle accounts with his governors. The idea of an ultimate end-of-life accounting, 
representing God's final judgment, is not how a ruler normally collected taxes from his officials. The 
accounting could not represent God's final judgment, as, after he was judged, the man would have had 
no more opportunity either to forgive or to be forgiven.

• The Romans are said to collect a total revenue annually from Idumea, Judea, Samaria, and Galilee of ≈ 
900 talents. 10,000 talents would amount to > 11 years of taxes. As murias was the largest numerical 
term in Gk, lit. meaning “ten thousand”, it was also used figuratively for a vast, uncountable number, 
and so sometimes translated countless (1 Co 4:15) or myriads (Rv 5:11) (n). Jesus' point then was that 
the first man owed the king an incalculable and unpayable debt. Such is our debt for sin that we owe 
God. 

• Daneion (debt) literally means "loan," implying that by grace the king considered the embezzled fortune 
a loan and then forgave it. Even more graciously does God forgive the sinner who confesses his sin 
and trusts in Jesus Christ. His mountain of debt to God is paid in full forever.

• Instead of reflecting the king's compassion, the first servant became angry at the thought that he 
himself was still owed some money. When he found his debtor, he seized him and began to choke him, 
saying, "Pay me back what you owe." This kind of behaviour seems unthinkable, even bizarre, and it is 
hard to believe someone could act in such a way. And that is exactly the Lord's point to Peter and the 
other disciples. For Christians to be unwilling to forgive one another is unthinkable and bizarre. (MNTC)


