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Genesis 27-50

And Jacob went down to Egypt and there he 
and our fathers died. (Ac 7:15)
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Genesis 26-50
• Abraham and Isaac in Canaan (

map)
• Jacob

– Gn 25 Lentil soup
– Gn 28-35 

Jacob’s memorial stones
– Jacob in Canaan (map, travels, 

name, sons)
– Gn 28 Jacob at Bethel (Beitin)
– Gn 29 Jacob at Haran
– Gn 31 Rachel steals teraphim
– The Patriarchs and the Nuzi

 tablets
– Gn 31 Tents near the Jabbok
– Gn 31 Mizpah
– Gn 32 Mahaniam (Tulut al-

Dhahab)
– Gn 32 Penuel
– Gn 32 Jacob meets Esau
– Gn 33 Succoth
– Gn 35 Jacob removes idols
– Gn 35 Rachel

• Joseph
– Gn 37 Joseph (coat, dreams, 

Dothan, Tell Dothan, Dothan well)
– Gn 37 Joseph sold to slavery (

20 shekels for a slave, 
silver shekels, Egyptian slavery)

– Gn 39 Egyptian prison
– Gn 41 

Joseph interprets dreams in Egypt 
(cattle, made vizier, Paser’s
 investiture, chariot)

– Gn 42 Jacob’s sons go to Egypt
– Gn 45 Joseph’s titles (vizier)
– Gn 45 

Joseph reconciles with his brothers
• Jacob’s family goes to Egypt (

number, map)
• Gn 47 Goshen
• Gn 50 Abel-Mizraim
• Joseph's tomb
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Abraham and Isaac in Canaan
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Jacob

So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, 
"Jacob." He said, "Your name shall no longer be 

Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and 
with men and have prevailed." 

(Gn 32:27-28)
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Gn 25 Lentil 
Soup

Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate and drank, 
and rose and went on his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
(25:34)
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Gn 28-35 
Jacob’s memorial 

stones

• Diagram showing the 4 matzevah put up by Jacob to remember
• Beer-Sheva: leaves Canaan.
• Beth-El: theopany in a dream of a ladder to heaven; sets up a standing 

stone, or matzevah (28:18)
• Haran: meets Rachel at a well. 20 years later,  leaves Haran with Rachel, 

who steals Laban’s household idols.
• Gal-Ed: erects a matzevah and stone mound to mark his non-hostility pact 

with Laban (28:45-46)
• Shechem: buries household’s idols outside Beth-El
• Beth-El: God appears again to Jacob, blesses him and changes Jacob’s 

name to Israel. Jacob erects another matzevah (Gn 35:14)
• Ephrath (Bethlehem): Rachel dies; Jacob marks her grave with a 

matzevah (35:20).
• Goshen: Adopts Joseph’s sons Ephraim and Manasseh and blesses them.
• Hebron: Joseph buries Jacob at the Cave of Machpelah.
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Jacob in Canaan
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Jacob’s travels
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Gn 32 Jacob’s name

So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." He said, 
"Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with 
God and with men and have prevailed." (32:27-28)
Ja‘cob ("heel-catcher, supplanter"; by popular etymology, but perhaps "he 
whom God protects," from Arab. and Ethiopic `akaba, "guard, keep")

“Jacob” scarab seal found at Shiqmona. The 
hieroglyphs in the centre of the scarab seal 
above spell out Y‘qb-HR, the Egyptian 
transliteration of the Semitic Yaqub (Jacob). 
Found in 1969 at Shiqmona, a site near 
Haifa, Israel, the “Shiqmona scarab” dates to 
before 1730. (Haifa Museum)

“Jacob” scarab seal.A second “Jacob” seal 
(above), first published in 1930 and now in Berlin, 
is almost identical to the Shiqmona scarab (tp) 
except that its hieroglyphs are enclosed by a 
cartouche, an oval indicating a royal name. 
Based on similarities in style and design, 
Kemoenski concludes that the Shiqmona and 
Berlin scarabs were made in the 18th c by the 
same Canaanite craftsman (n). (Magarete 
Buesing/Egyptian Museum, Berlin)

(L) The four seals are 
all “Jacob” scarabs; the 
seals at left, top and 
bottom, contain the 
Hyksos king Jacob’s 
recognized prenomen: 
Mr.wsr.R‘ (BM)
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Jacob’s sons

5. Dan
6. Naphtali

11. Joseph
12. Benjamin

7. Gad
8. Asher

1. Reuben
2. Simeon
3. Levi
4. Judah
9. Issachar
10. Zebulun
(Dinah)

Bilhah (Rachel’s 
maid)

RachelZilpah (Leah’s 
maid)

Leah

Note: Benjamin was the only son not born in Haran in Paddam-aram
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Gn 28 Jacob at 
Bethel

• He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; 
and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. (28:11-12) So Jacob 
rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up as 
a pillar and poured oil on its top. He called the name of that place Bethel; however, 
previously the name of the city had been Luz. (v 18-19)

• The word “ladder” (Heb. sullaµm) is more properly rendered “stairway” (Biblical and Near 
Eastern scholar Ephraim Speiser). This stairway to the stars reached earth, and the angels 
of Elohim went up and down these steps from earth to heaven. Jacob dreamt of a 
monumental stairway having steps leading to heaven. He set up his pillow stone as a pillar 
(masseba), anointed it with olive oil and called the place Bethel (bêt-’el, the House, or 
Temple, of El).

• (bt R) View looking E at the citadel of et-Tell. This picture was from the path that leads from 
Beitin (= Bethel?) to et-Tell. If(!) et-Tell is biblical Ai, then this picture may have been taken 
from the spot near where Abraham pitched his tent at Bethel (12:8; 13:3).

• In the foreground is typical Hill Country territory: limestones from the fields piled up as 
fencing, and olive trees planted in the red terra rossa soil. The stone covered mound in the 
centre of the picture is et-Tell. The pinkish hills on the horizon are the hills of Transjordan.
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Gn 28 Bethel (Beitin)

Bethel is traditionally sited at Beitin (n), but it has been argued 
that el-Bireh is a more probable site.
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Gn 29 Jacob at Haran

• Then Jacob went on his journey, and 
came to the land of the sons of the 
east. He looked, and saw a well in the 
field, and behold, three flocks of sheep 
were lying there beside it, for from that 
well they watered the flocks. Now the 
stone on the mouth of the well was 
large. (29:1-2)

• (R) View of a large round stone that 
covered, protected, the opening to a 
cistern or well.  Note the large and 
heavy blocking stone that was used so 
that only authorized persons could use 
the water. 

Stone covering a well (HLP)

http://holylandarchive.com/photos_src/DLCWCS03_800.jpg
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Gn 31 Rachel steals teraphim
• Now Rachel had taken the household idols and put them in the camel's saddle, 

and she sat on them. (31:34)
• Jacob then set out with his children and wives, and all the property that he had 

acquired in Padan-Aram, to return to his father in Canaan; whilst Laban had 
gone to the sheep-shearing, which kept him some time from his home on 
account of the size of his flock. 

• Rachel took advantage of her father's absence to rob him of his teraphim 
(penates), probably small images of household gods in human form, which were 
worshipped as givers of earthly prosperity, and also consulted as oracles (K&D).

• The Nuzi evidence throws light on Rachel's theft of the teraphim. Apparently the 
possession of these household gods implied leadership of the family and in the 
case of a married daughter, assured her husband the right to the property of her 
father. 

• Since Laban evidently had sons of his own when Jacob left for Canaan, they 
alone had the right to their father's gods, and the theft of these idols by Rachel 
was a serious offence (31:19, 30, 35), aimed at preserving for her husband the 
chief title to Laban's estate. 
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The Patriarchs and the Nuzi tablets
• Nuzi (SE of Nineveh, nr mod. Kirkuk) yielded several thousand documents between 1925-41. 

These illustrate many of the customs which figure in the patriarchal narratives. The people of 
Nuzi (or Nuzu) were Hurrians. 

• Adoption: At Nuzi, a childless couple often adopted a freeborn person or a slave to look after 
them when they grew old, bury them when they died, and inherit their property. Abraham, who 
had no prospect of any children of his own, refers to Eliezer as the son of my house (lit. "son of 
acquisition of my house is he") i.e. his heir presumptive (15:2). Presumably he had legally 
adopted this slave under prevailing custom, to the mutual advantage of both. But God said this 
man will not be your heir (15:4). If he was a legally adopted heir, how could his rights be set 
aside as long as he fulfilled his filial duties? The Nuzi texts provide that if the adopter later 
begets his own son, the adopted son must yield to him the place of the chief heir. 

• Marriage laws: Nuzi marital customs illustrate Sarah's action in giving Hagar to her husband as 
her substitute when she could not conceive (16:1-16). Later, Rachel does the same with Bilhah 
and Leah too, but for a different reason (30:3, 9). Nuzi marriage regulations stipulate that if a 
wife is barren, she must furnish her husband with a slave wife. Later, when Sarah had given 
birth to Isaac, and demanded that Hagar and her child should be expelled and disinherited. A 
common practice at Nuzi was that if the slave wife bears a son, he must not be expelled. If this 
parallel is valid, clearly Abram would be reluctant to agree to Sarah's illegal demand, and 
doubtless would have refused to do so, had not God overridden the human law. This points out 
how God was working with Abram, teaching him to trust Him, and that His law takes 
precedence over human law, and that He will not always operate within human expectations. 
God says, "you will have an heir", so Abraham adopts his slave, thinking he has fulfilled God's 
will. Then God makes it clear that was not what he meant, that the heir would be a son born to 
him. Then he takes Hagar and has a son through him and God has to come and say, no that's 
not what I meant either. People never expect miracles. 

• Rights of primogeniture: Esau's sale of his birthright (25:27-34) is also illustrated. At Nuzi, a 
legal arrangement existed whereby the privileges of the firstborn were transferred to another. 

• We must note these cases of customs interwoven in the narratives do not recur in the OT in 
later periods. They show that the patriarchal narratives conform to the practices of their time (n).
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Gn 31 Tents near the Jabbok

• So Laban went into Jacob's tent and into Leah's tent and into the 
tent of the two maids, but he did not find them. Then he went out of 
Leah's tent and entered Rachel's tent. (31:33)

• Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built for himself a house and 
made booths for his livestock; therefore the place is named 
Succoth. (33:17)

Bedouin tents near the Jabbok
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Gn 31 Mizpah

• Laban said, "This heap is a witness between you and me this day." 
Therefore it was named Galeed, and Mizpah, for he said, "May the 
LORD watch between you and me when we are absent one from the 
other. (31:48-49)

• Mizpah The matzepah heap of stones raised by Jacob as a witness of 
the covenant made by him and Laban. Laban calls it in Yegar-
sahadutha but Jacob calls Gal-Ed (Aram. and Heb. respectively for 
“mound of witness”) . 

• They made a covenant not to pass beyond Mizpah to the harm of the 
other. The place was in Gilead, E of the Jordan, and in later times was 
known from afar by its mizpah, or "watchtower," whose garrison kept 
watch upon the Aramaean tribes of the Hauran.

• Either the same place as (1) or another place E of the Jordan, called 
Mizpah of Gilead, where Jephthah lived (Jg 11:34) and where the 
Israelites assembled under him against the Ammonites (10:17; 11:11). 
It is probably the same as the Ramath-mizpeh of Gad (Js 13:26).
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Gn 32 Mahaniam
• Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met 

him. Jacob said when he saw them, "This is God's 
camp." So he named that place Mahanaim. (32:1-2)

• Mahana’im ("double camp" or "double host," 
apparently referring to his own camp and the camp of 
the angels). A place beyond the Jordan, N bank of the 
brook Jabbok, where the angels of God appeared to 
Jacob to encourage and to remind him of God’s 
presence. The name was afterward given to the town 
then existing, or afterward founded, in the 
neighbourhood. It has not been positively identified, 
but it may be represented by a ruined site under the 
name of Maneh, 4km N of Ajlun.

• One of the principal cities in the Transjordan. 2 
possible sites have been identified; the one most 
widely accepted lies about 16km E of the Jordan. The 
other is 14km farther upstream on the Jabbok. 

• The main road that passed by Mahanaim further 
contributed to the importance of the city. From 
Succoth, in the Jordan Valley, this route followed the 
Jabbok upstream into Gilead, to Mahanaim. From 
there, it turned SE toward Rabath-ammon, at the 
source of the Jabbok. 

• When tribal boundaries were established, Mahanaim 
was located on the border between Gad (Js 13:26) and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh (Js 13:30). 

Fords of Jabbok from the S

Jabbok viewed to the E with Mahanaim at the 
closer hill on the R side (BP)
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Gn 32 Mahanaim (Tulul al-
Dhahab)

• Map around the two ruins (Mahanaim 
and Penuel)

• Pictures of Tulul al-Dhahab (the Golden 
Hill), which is thought to be the site of 
Mahanaim on the Zarqa River (Nahr 
ez-Zerka, Jabbok R) in Jordan (photos 
by Jacob Y. Teshima)

Tulul al-Dhahab from the N Jabbok bedView from the top of 
Tulul al-Dhahab to the N 
hill (Penuel?)

http://www16.0038.net/~gilboa/map_1.gif
http://www16.0038.net/~gilboa/tulul-dhahavi1.gif
http://www16.0038.net/~gilboa/north1.gif
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Gn 32 Penuel

• Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled 
with him until daybreak. When he saw that he 
had not prevailed against him, he touched the 
socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh 
was dislocated while he wrestled with him. Then 
he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." 
But he said, "I will not let you go unless you 
bless me." 

• So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he 
said, "Jacob." He said, "Your name shall no 
longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven 
with God and with men and have prevailed." 

• Then Jacob asked him and said, "Please tell me 
your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask 
my name?" And he blessed him there. So Jacob 
named the place Peniel, for he said, "I have 
seen God face to face, yet my life has been 
preserved." (32:24-30)
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Gn 32 
Penuel

• Penuel/Peniel (“face of God”) place where Jacob wrestled with God 
("Peniel," a variant spelling). That night a "man" wrestled with him until 
daybreak. When the man touched the socket of Jacob’s hip, it was wrenched. 
Jacob’s name was changed to "Israel“. 

• (tp R) Peniel is the hill pictured, according to BP. Located about 13km E of 
the Jordan, and about 8km E of Succoth, N of the Jabbok. Surrounded on 3 
sides by the Jabbok, it could be totally surrounded by water during the rainy 
season. 

• Its people scorned Gideon when he pursued the Midianites across the 
Jordan. Apparently, they and Succoth supported Zebah and Zalmunna, 
assuming that they ultimately would overcome Gideon’s small band. Although 
retreating, the Midianites far-outnumbered Gideon’s forces. When he had 
defeated them, Gideon tore down Penuel’s tower and killed the men of the 
city (Jg 8:8, 9, 17). 

Fords of 
Jabbok 
from the N 
(BP)

Jabbok viewed 
to the E with 
Penuel in the 
foreground
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Gn 32 Penuel

• Penuel was strategically located to protect NKI from an invasion from the E. A 
major E-W route led down the Wadi Jabbok, across the Jordan to the Wadi 
Fari’a on the W side of the valley. The Wadi Fari’a provided easy access into 
the hill country of Samaria and made Shechem vulnerable.

• Jeroboam I fortified Penuel, rebuilding its tower (1 Ki 12:25) as well as 
Shechem. It may have become an alternate capital as a result of the threat of 
Rehoboam of Judah, against Shechem. During Jeroboam’s reign, Pharaoh 
Shishak attacked Penuel and listed it among the cities he invaded in Israel. 

Jabbok River with Penuel 
(BP)
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Gn 32 Jacob meets Esau

• Then he selected from what he had with him a present for his brother Esau: two 
hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 
thirty milking camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys 
and ten male donkeys. He delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by 
itself, and said to his servants, "Pass on before me, and put a space between droves." 

• He commanded the one in front, saying, "When my brother Esau meets you and asks 
you, saying, "To whom do you belong, and where are you going, and to whom do these 
animals in front of you belong?' then you shall say, "These belong to your servant 
Jacob; it is a present sent to my lord Esau. And behold, he also is behind us.'" 

• Then he commanded also the second and the third, and all those who followed the 
droves, saying, "After this manner you shall speak to Esau when you find him; and you 
shall say, "Behold, your servant Jacob also is behind us.'" For he said, "I will appease 
him with the present that goes before me. Then afterward I will see his face; perhaps 
he will accept me." (32:13-20)
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Gn 33 Succoth
• Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built for himself a 

house and made booths for his livestock; therefore 
the place is named Succoth. (33:17)

• Succoth Jacob gave its name when he stopped 
here and erected booths (succoth) for his cattle 
and a house for himself after separating from Esau 
(33:17; Js 13:27). 

• The bronze foundries for making the fine work for 
the Temple were built here (1 Ki 7:46; 2 Ch 4:17). 
The place is referred to in Ps 60:6; 108:7. 

• The site generally agreed is Deir Alla although its 
excavator H.J. Franken preferred to identify that 
site with Gilgal. An 8th c BC inscription mentioning 
the prophet Balaam (cf. Nu 22-24). was found.

• Other possible sites: T. Umm Hamad , SW of Deir 
Alla (Glueck); T. es Saidiyeh, 8km NW of Deir Alla 
(Ottosson), T. Ahsas, 1.6km or more N of the 
Jabbok, about 14km NE of Damiyeh.

Tell Deir Alla
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Gn 35 Jacob removes 
idols 

• So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods which they had and 
the rings which were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the 
oak which was near Shechem. (35:4)

• Victor Horwitz (BAR, 17:04, Aug 2001) suggests that the special 
note about the earrings is because they were worn by the alien 
gods. The traditional interpretation is the earrings were those 
worn by Jacob’s family members. Two explanations why the 
earrings were given to Jacob and then buried: (a) they bore 
idolatrous pictures or shapes and were themselves objects of 
worship; or (b) they were pagan amulets rather than jewellery 

• Dt 7:25 gives the clue for Jacob’s disposal: The graven images 
of their gods you are to burn with fire; you shall not covet the 
silver or the gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, or 
you will be snared by it, for it is an abomination to the LORD your 
God. 

• Although the wooden cores of divine images are to be burned, 
their gold and silver accoutrements remain dangerous, perhaps 
because they can be made into new idols. Recall that the golden 
calf that the Israelites made at the foot of Mt. Sinai was in part 
from earrings (Ex 32:2–3; cf Jg 8:24–27). Accordingly, the 
earrings from the wooden statues, tempting to retrieve, are 
nevertheless proscribed. Once worn by an idol, they are 
permanently tainted.

• So Jacob buries the earrings, lest his sons, recognizing that as 
earrings of idols they are already divine, appropriate them for 
recycling into fresh statues

Nude female shown 
here, exhibited in 
the Musée Guimet 
in France, from 
Luristan in W Iran 
(8-7th c?). She 
wears a ridged 
necklace and belt 
and, behind her long 
braids, a large gold 
hoop in one ear. 
(Réunion des 
Musées 
Nationaux/Art 
Resource)

Pierced ears were evidently 
the fashion for ANE idols for 
millennia. The seated god, 
shown here (see below), the 
earliest example in this 
group of images, is from 
Megiddo. Both of his ears 
are pierced, although only 
one gold ring remains. (ORI)

This large lobed earring was not worn by an idol, but it was 
nevertheless dedicated to a god. Commissioned by the 
Sumerian king Shulgi (2094–2047), the gold earring bears a 
dedicatory inscription to the Sumerian goddess Geshtinanna, 
“The Lady of the Vine,” (later Ishtar).  
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Gn 35 Rachel

• So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). Jacob set up a pillar over 
her grave; that is the pillar of Rachel's grave to this day. Then Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent 
beyond the tower of Eder. (35:19-1)

• Rachel (“ewe”) Wife of Jacob (n). The traditional site of her tomb is 1.6km N of Bethlehem (Beis 
Lechem) but that seems too far; she died some distance from Bethlehem (35:16); probably her tomb 
was actually located near Jerusalem. Tomb of Rachel (Kever Rochel) is covered by a square building 
that once was a mosque. Sir Montefiore added a small portico in the first part of the 19th c for the sake 
of the Jews. The small niche on the front wall provided fresh water for visitors (tp L, B&W photo, 
1866). The Saracenic building was built after the Crusading times. 

• “This is an almost undisputed site. Jews, Moslems and Christians all agree that here Rachel was 
entombed. The pillar Jacob set up has long since disappeared, but some mark has marked the spot 
for 3600 years. The present square structure, surmounted by a central dome, is modern. It measures 
23 feet on each side. The height of the wall is 20 feet and the dome is 10 feet high. The E chamber is 
23 feet long by 13 feet broad. The inner chambers are used by the Jews, who meet here every Friday 
to pray, and a few years ago Sir Moses Montifiore repaired this building.” (
Earthly Footsteps of the Man of Galilee, p. 34.)

• Tower of Eder [Migdal-eder, in Mic 4:8], v. 21, was likely on the outskirts of Jerusalem; cf. 1 Sa 10:2; 
Je 31:15). This "tower of the flock,“ may have been only a tower and no town, and was between 
Bethlehem and Hebron. Jerome says that it was 1 Rm from Bethlehem. LXX transposes vv 16 and 
21, suggesting some tradition that Migdal Eder was between Bethel and Bethlehem. There must have 
been many such towers for guarding flocks against robbers. (ISBE, Unger’s)

Rachel’s Tomb, 1959-68 
(BPH/ Charles Lee 
Feinberg.

http://www.lifeintheholyland.com/earthly_footsteps_1890s.htm
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Joseph

The LORD was with Joseph, so he became a 
successful man. (Gen 39:2)
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Gn 37 Joseph’s Coat

• Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made 
him a varicolored tunic. (37:3)

• Joseph (“may he [Yahweh] add”) As the child of Rachel, son of his old age, and doubtless also for his 
excellence of character, Jacob loved him more than all his brothers. This, together with the fact that he 
reported to his father the evil conduct of the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, caused his brothers to hate him. 

• Their jealousy was aggravated by Jacob's showing his preference in presenting Joseph with a coat 
(Heb. kethoneth) probably a long tunic with sleeves reaching to the wrists and length reaching the 
ankles, since all outer garments went to right above the ankles and had a hood (women) or ended at 
the middle of the calf (man). It was fastened around the loins with a girdle, and the fold formed by the 
overlapping of the robe served as an inner pocket.

• It is not clear what this tunic was like, because the meaning in Heb kethoneth passim lit. “a tunic of 
palms”, i.e. reaching to the palms of the hands and the soles of the feet, is uncertain. IBD says it can be 
(a) coat of many colours (based on LXX); or (b) long robe with sleeves. An examination of cognate 
terms in Semitic suggests it was either a coat or tunic with long sleeves (cf. NEB, NRSV), or a tunic that 
was richly embroidered (cf. NIV). 

• Kethoneth comes from a word that means “to cover”, and describes an outer garment. The word is 
translated as coat and robe, and it can describe a basic robe or a fine robe. Further evidence of a 
similar kethoneth is found in 2 Sa 13:18 where it is describe there as a dress worn by a virgin princess, 
Tamar 

• It is used as an evidence of honour of high position in Is 22:21. Such a garment was worn by the priests 
and youths of the richer class. Thus whatever it looked like, it set Joseph apart as the favored one. 

Latta
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Gn 37 Joseph’s dreams

• Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they 
hated him even more. He said to them, "Please listen to this dream 
which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, 
and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your 
sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf." (37:5-7)

• A still greater provocation was the telling of his dreams, that seemed 
to foreshow his preeminence in the family (vv. 5-11).
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Gn 37 Joseph at Dothan

• So he sent him from the 
valley of Hebron, and he 
came to Shechem. (37:14)

• So Joseph went after his 
brothers and found them at 
Dothan. (v 17)

View SW toward the Dothan Valley from the Tel 

Dothan, 1898-1946 (Matson/matpc-07204)
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Gn 37 Joseph 
at Dothan

• When Joseph failed to find his brothers at Shechem, a man there directed him to Dothan, 
where his 11 brothers had moved to pasture their flocks (37:14-17). At Dothan his 
brothers plotted to kill him. Reuben intervened, with the result that they threw Joseph into 
a dry pit. He intended to rescue his brother later and return him to their father, Jacob. 

• The arrival of Ishmaelite and Midianite traders from Gilead offered the opportunity for the 
others to be rid of their despised brother. Without Reuben’s knowledge, Judah took the 
lead in selling Joseph to the Ishmaelites for 20 sh of silver. When Reuben returned, he 
found that Joseph was on his way to Egypt with the Ishmaelite-Midianite caravan.

• This event that occurred at Dothan was important historically and theologically. God was 
beginning to fulfill His promise to Abraham, that He would make his descendants into a 
great nation. This sequence of events at Dothan brought Joseph to Egypt, and later his 
father and all his brothers. In Egypt, God would multiply Abraham’s descendants from 70 
to approximately 2 million. He would do this, not in the rugged hills of Judah and Samaria, 
where the local tribes would have opposed their growth and where the Israelites would 
have been drawn into worshipping pagan gods. Rather, God led them to the fertile, 
remote land of Goshen in the Nile delta. It was in this ideal context that the people would 
develop into a nation that He could bring back to possess the land of Canaan.

Flocks Near the Pit of Joseph: 
Sheep grazing on the hills of Dothan 
(Robert E M Bain, 1894, BPH)

The Plain of Dothan 
(Sandals/Terry C. Hulbert)
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• Dothan = T. Dothan, among the hills of Gilboa, on E side of the Dothan 
Valley some 22km NW of Shechem and 5 km S of Jenin..

• Was in the N part of the territory of Manasseh, on an important trade 
route and was near extensive pastures. Jacob's sons brought their 
father's flock to graze there and there they sold Joseph to the passing 
Ishmaelites-Midianites whose caravan was on its way from Gilead in 
Transjordan to Egypt (37:17ff.). 

• 2 Ki 6:13f says it was a walled city and the residence of Elisha. It is 
mentioned again in the apocryphal book of Judith (4:6; 7:3) among the 
cities in the Jezreel Valley near Holofernes' camp. Eus. places it 20km N 
of Samaria-Sebaste (Ono. 76:13). 

• J. P. Free (1953-60) uncovered remains from the Bronze and Iron Ages 
(Canaanite and Israelite periods) -- walls, administrative buildings, private 
houses, as well as tombs, rich in finds. 

• Dothan was situated on the S extremity of the very fertile Jezreel plain. 
Provided excellent pasturage for flocks and good soil for agriculture. The 
Plain of Dothan lay between the hills of Samaria and the Carmel Range 
to the NW. 

• A major road through this plain near Dothan connected the 
Transjordanian Highway of Gilead with the Via Maris. It passed through 
Beth-shan, the Valley of Harod, and terminated at Gath (in Samaria, not 
Philistia) on the Via Maris. For travellers between Beth-shan and Egypt, 
the Plain of Dothan provided a relatively flat access to the Plain of 
Sharon. Dothan was also linked with Tirzah by a SE route and with 
Shechem. 
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• Dothan One of the two wells still existing here now has the name "the 
pit of Joseph" (Jubb Yusuf). It was the usual sort of pit or pond dug 
even now by Arabs and shepherds to get rain water, with sloping 
sides, perhaps 3m deep.

Plain of Dothan. Joseph's Well; Bedouins and camels. 
(1900s, NY State Archives)

Joseph’s Well, Dothan, 1898-1914 (Matson/matpc-12232)



Genesis 27-50 34

Gn 37 Joseph 
sold to slavery

• Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and 
lifted Joseph out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for 
twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought Joseph into Egypt. 
(37:28)

• (tp L) Joseph is sold by his brothers to a caravan of Ishmaelite 
tradesmen in Dothan. In this panel from the “Raphael Bible,” the 
eyes of all participants are riveted on the 20 pieces of silver 
changing hands. On the right are the brothers, with the foremost, 
probably Judah, receiving payment while restraining a bedraggled 
Joseph. Only the Ishmaelites’ camels seem uninterested in the 
transaction taking place beside the now-empty pit into which Joseph 
had been thrown by his infuriated brothers.

Scala/Art Resource
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• Price of slaves ((Kenneth A Kitchen, The Patriarchal 

Age: Myth or Mystery?, BAR, Mar/Apr 1995)  ANE 
sources give slave prices in some detail for a period 
lasting from 2400-400 BC. Under the Akk Empire 
(2371–2191), a decent slave fetched 10-15 silver 
shekels (sh), though the price dropped slightly to 10 sh 
during Ur III (2113–2006). In the 2nd mill (early Bab), the 
price rose to ≈ 20 sh (from the Laws of Hammurabi and 
documents from Mari and elsewhere from the 19th and 
18th c). By the 14th and 13th c, at Nuzi and Ugarit, the 
price was up to 30 sh or more. Another 500 yrs later, 
Assy slave markets demanded 50-60 sh; and under the 
Persian Empire (5th and 4th c), prices were up to 90 and 
120 sh.

• Joseph is sold for 20 silver sh. (37:28), the price of a 
slave in the ANE in c.18  th c. The Mosaic covenant set 
30 sh as compensation for the owner of a slave killed by 
someone else’s ox, reflecting the price of slaves in the 
14th or 13th c. Later, in the 8th c, Menahem of Israel, 
ransoms some Israelites from Pul of Assyria, by taxing 
every Israelite 50 sh (2 Ki 15:20) in accordance with the 
cost of slaves at the time.

• In each case, the Biblical slave price fits the general 
period to which it relates. It is reasonable to assume 
that the Biblical data reflect reality in these cases

The price of slaves in the ANEt from 
the 3rd millennium through the 1st 
millennium. Prices listed in the Bible 
closely conform to known prices in 
the ANE at periods to which Biblical 
events can be dated. This 
correspondence makes it unlikely that 
the Biblical numbers were invented 
centuries later by writers who 
composed the early history. 

http://www.ratesfx.com/resources/symbols/big-new-sheqel-sign.png


Genesis 27-50 36

Gn 37 Silver shekels

• (tp) A silver hoard (late 11th or early 10th c) found at the Dor harbour, S of Haifa 
weighed ≈ 8.5kg, making it of the largest from this period. Each weighed unit of 
silver was in a cloth bag called a zeror kesef, often translated as “money bag” 
e.g. 42:35, the money bags in each sack carried by Joseph’s brothers. 

• Like those of today, these ancient money bags were probably made of linen. 
Each bag from Dor was of a different weave and density. Apparently, they were 
all woven on a standard warp-weighted loom that was common in the period. 

• The Phn who buried the hoard divided it into 17 units of weight and placed them 
into the linen bags. Each unit weighed 490.5g, apparently a Phn unit of weight. 
In the 8th to 7th c, one royal Judahite sh weighed 11.5g. However we still cannot 
know precisely how much a sh weighed in the 11th and 10th c. If the unit in Dor 
was based on a smaller sh and 50 sh = 1 mina, then the hoard amounts to 17 
minas, a great sum. (Mina is the usual translation of the Heb. maneh).

• Most of the hoard is made up of small, flat tokens cast in the shape of small 
coins, as well as other pieces of cut silver sometimes referred to as hocksilber. 
This hoard was an early form of money, i.e. silver weighted for payment. 

Although most silver hoards found in Israel consist mainly of pieces of broken jewelry, the Dor 
hoard is made up of small tokens resembling coins. These pieces, which have a gold content 
of about 11%, may be Iberian in origin: Silver mined at Rio Tinto in Spain in the 11th and 10th c 
possessed similar quantities of gold. (BAR/Ephraim Stern)
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• Meanwhile, the Midianites sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, Pharaoh's officer, 
the captain of the bodyguard. (37:36)

• Some slaves were pressed into government service, some in temples, and 
some owned by wealthy officials (Kitchen 2003:20. Potiphar, a government 
official, bought Joseph (n) from a Midianite caravan (37:36; 39:1), 
presumably to work on his estate in the delta region. 

• (tp R) The Brooklyn Payrus from the late MK of Egyptian history, only a few 
generations after Joseph, assuming a Dyn 12 date for him published by 
William C. Hayes (1955), tells of Asiatic slaves. 

• One of their most common jobs was “household slave” and “stewards”, 
(Hayes 1972) both positions held by Joseph (39:4, 17). Joseph's servitude 
thus fits the pattern for the MK period. 

Line of camels, 1914 
(Matson/06798)
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• Now when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spoke to him, 

saying, "This is what your slave did to me," his anger burned. So Joseph's 
master took him and put him into the jail, the place where the king's prisoners 
were confined; and he was there in the jail. (39:19-20)

• After the accusation of Potiphar’s wife, Joseph was cast into prison. 
Interestingly, Egypt was one of the few nations in the ANE to have prisons, in 
the classical use of the term. Since adultery was a capital offence in Egypt, 
the fact that Joseph was only confined in prison seems to indicate that 
Potiphar did nit necessarily believe the accusation.

• Nothing is known about the length of sentences in ancient Egypt, but those 
not put to death were probably given life sentences. Yet there might be a 
remand period for those awaiting a decision, like the Chief Butler and Baker 
(Aling 2002c: 99). Joseph may have had a life sentence. 

• The Brooklyn Papyrus also indicates that the main prison, the “Place of 
Confinement”, was at Thebes. As Joseph was imprisoned with two of 
Pharaoh’s personal officials, it is reasonable to believe this was at Thebes. 
Dyn 12 Pharaohs from Upper Egypt established their capital at Itj-tawy, near 
mod Lisht, in Upper Egypt’s N border and this was probably the capital in 
Joseph's day. 
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• Chief baker and Chief cupbearer
• Pharaoh was furious with his servants, and 

he put me in confinement in the house of the 
captain of the bodyguard, both me and the 
chief baker. We had a dream on the same 
night, he and I; each of us dreamed 
according to the interpretation of his own 
dream. (41:10-11)

• Pharoah
• Now it happened at the end of two full years 

that Pharaoh had a dream, and behold, he 
was standing by the Nile. And lo, from the 
Nile there came up seven cows, sleek and 
fat; and they grazed in the marsh grass. 
Then behold, seven other cows came up 
after them from the Nile, ugly and gaunt, and 
they stood by the other cows on the bank of 
the Nile. (41:1-3)
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• Now it happened at the end of two full years that Pharaoh had a 
dream, and behold, he was standing by the Nile. And lo, from the Nile 
there came up seven cows, sleek and fat; and they grazed in the 
marsh grass. Then behold, seven other cows came up after them 
from the Nile, ugly and gaunt, and they stood by the other cows on 
the bank of the Nile. The ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven sleek 
and fat cows. Then Pharaoh awoke. (41:1-4)

• Most Egyptian cattle seem to have been herded and range fed, based 
on the textual evidence left to us. These texts describe many large 
herds during the historic period. 

• Considerable herds of cattle were attached to temples and personal 
estates. Even if there were more cattle than actually needed, this was 
a means of ensuring the survival of at least some of the herd after 
natural disasters such as droughts or disease, providing both an 
emergency food source and enough stock to propagate new herds. 
The Egyptians probably held large numbers of cattle as an adaptive 
response to the region’s environmental uncertainties. 

• As the main draught animals of Egypt, cattle were unlikely to be an 
everyday foodstuff as they were expensive to keep, and more useful 
as a draught animal. 
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Oxen pulling a plough during planting from the Tomb of Sennedjem 
on the W bank at Thebes, NK (Jimmy Dunn <www.touregypt.net>

Wooden model of a man ploughing with oxen, Egypt, 
MK, c 2040-1750 (BM)

Model of the noble Meketre inspecting his livestock. From the tomb 
of Meketre, West Thebes. Painted wood. H: 55 cm. Dyn 11, reign 
of Mentuhotep I.(Egyptian Museum, Cairo, 6080/Borromeo) 

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXSR_=bi1&_IXSS_=_IXFPFX_%3dgraphical%252ffull%252f%26_IXNOMATCHES_%3dgraphical%252fno_matches%252ehtml%26%2524%2b%2528with%2bv2_searchable_index%2529%2bsort%3d%252e%26_IXDB_%3dcompass%26%257bUPPER%257d%253av2_free_text_tindex%3doxen%2begypt%26_IXspage%3dsearch%26_IXSESSION_%3dalomyXroah9%26_IXsearchterm%3doxen%252520egypt&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/lg&_IXimg=ps317424.jpg&submit-button=summary
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• Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the land 

of Egypt." Then Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand 
and put it on Joseph's hand, and clothed him in garments of 
fine linen and put the gold necklace around his neck. He had 
him ride in his second chariot; and they proclaimed before him, 
"Bow the knee!" And he set him over all the land of Egypt. 
(41:41-43)

• In a wall in a royal Egy tomb is a beautiful engraving of the 
investiture ceremony for a new vizier. The official is clothed in 
a white linen gown and wears a gold chain around his neck. 

• "Joseph's elevation to be viceroy of Egypt is reproduced in the 
Bible exactly according to protocol. He is invested with the 
insignia of his high office, he receives the ring, Pharaoh's seal, 
a costly linen vestment, and a golden chain. This is exactly 
how Egyptian artists depict this solemn ceremony on murals 
and reliefs. As viceroy, Joseph rides in Pharaoh's 'second 
chariot.' That could indicate the 'period of the Hyksos' at the 
earliest, for it is only during the period of the 'rulers of the 
foreign lands‘…that the fast war chariot reached Egypt…
Before their day this had not been the practice on the Nile. The 
ceremonial chariot harnessed to thoroughbred horses was in 
those days the Rolls-Royce of the governors. The first chariot 
belonged to the ruler, the 'second chariot' was occupied by his 
chief minister" (Werner Keller, The Bible as History, 1980, p. 
89).

Standing statue of Senebtefy, Late MK, 
1700. Inscribed on the statue are "Royal 
Scribe" and "Chancellor". The generous 
figure was a sign of prosperity; the long kilt 
and the khat bag wig are those of a high 
official. The horizontal stripes on the kilt 
indicate that the garment was patterned. 
(BM/Lessing)  
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The investiture of the Vizier Paser who served under Pharaoh 
Ramesses II (c 1279-1213 of Dyn 19) from tomb 106 in the Theban 
Necropolis after an earlier drawing by Kristine Henkriken 
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• He had him ride in his second chariot; and they proclaimed before 

him, "Bow the knee!" (41:43) (n)
• The chariot apparently originated in Mesp in c 3000; monuments 

from Ur and Tutub depict battle parades that include heavy vehicles 
with solid wheels, their bodywork framed with wood and covered 
with skins. 

• The earliest known chariots, shown in Sumerian depictions from c 
2500, were not true chariots but 4-wheeled carts with solid wooden 
wheels drawn by a team of 4 donkeys or wild asses. They were no 
doubt heavy and cumbersome; lacking a pivoting front axle, they 
would have skidded through turns. 

• Around 1600 Iranian tribes introduced the war-horse into Mesp from 
the N, along with the light 2-wheeled chariot. The Hyksos apparently 
introduced the chariot into Egypt shortly thereafter, by which time it 
was a mature technology. Chariotry contributed to the Hyksos 
victories in Egypt, in the 2nd mill. The Hittites appear to have 
introduced the spoke wheel. 

• By 1435 Egyptians were making chariots, and by the end of the 
century chariots with 4-spoked wheels and light design were used 
throughout the Levant. Egy monuments depict the chariots with 2 
wheels, furnished on the R side with cases for bows, spears and 
arrows. 

• The framework was curved in front with straight sides and an open 
back. The framework, wheels (with 4, 6 or 8 spokes), pole, and yoke 
were of wood, with the wheels sometimes tipped with iron and the 
axletrees ending with a scythelike projection. The binding of the 
framework, as well as the harness, were of rawhide or tanned 
leather; the floor was often made of rope woven to make a soft, 
springy footing for fats or bumpy travel. 

Quadriga consisting of chariot, charioteer, 
with 4 onagers (wild asses); made of cast 
copper/bronze, eyes inlaid (shell in animals, 
eyes of driver lost) from T. Agrab H:7.2cm; 
Early dynastic (Sumerian), 2600 (Baghdad 
Museum IM31389/Scala)  

Drawing of Tell Agrab chariot (after 
Frankfort 1943, pl. 58-60).
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Then ten brothers of Joseph went down to buy grain from Egypt. (42:3)
• Detail of wall painting in the tomb of Khnum-hotep II (dated by an 

inscription to the 6th year of Sesostris II, c. 1890 (Wilson 1969: 229)), a 
provincial governor during Egypt's Middle Kingdom, at Beni Hasan, on 
the E bank of the Nile. This painting shows a band of Semitic nomads 
from Syria-Canaan visiting Egypt. 

• The inscription says there were 37 individuals in the caravan. The 
scene is reminiscent of the visit to Egypt of Jacob’s sons. 

• Men and women wear tunics. The bellows carried by the donkeys may 
either be metal ingots or wineskins.
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Sickle sword

Group’s leader 
called Abisha

Lyre – remains 
of siilar 
instruments 
found at Ur

Donkey, one of the 
earliest beasts of burden

Group’s leader 
called Abisha

Tunic, made of 
coloured and 
embroidered wool

Simple bow

Duck-bill axe Women wear shoes, no 
sandals as men do

Bellows, 
suggesting 
some were 
metalworkers

A group of Asiatics, 
probably Canaanites, 
being introduced to 
the Egyptian court. 
Wall painting from 
the tomb of 
Amenemhet at Beit 
Hasan. 
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• "Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a 

father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.” 
(45:8)

• Father to Pharaoh is associated with the Egyptian title "God's Father," where the term 
"God" refers to the king. This title had several usages, but in Joseph’s case he was not 
a priest, nor did a daughter of his enter the harem of the Pharaoh. The best explanation 
is that he was honoured with this title as a sort of Elder Statesman, a common use of 
the title "God's Father" in the MK and NK. 

• Lord of All His (the king's) Household Scholars disagree as to the Egy equivalent. Some 
see it as some sort of palace overseer or court chamberlain. The closest Egy title 
however seems to be [imy-r pr wr, Chief Steward of the King, or more literally the Chief 
Overseer of the House, with the term "house" referring to the personal estates of the 
king. This title is common in the MK. Franke, in his Personendaten Aus Dem Mittleren 
Reich, presents dossiers of 19 Chief Stewards (1984:17). Allan Gardiner said that the 
office was second in importance only to that of Vizier (1947:45*-46*). (n)

• The duties of the Chief Steward are known from NK texts and from the Dyn 11 
biographical text of the chief Steward Henunu preserved in his tomb at Deir el Bahri 
(Hayes 1949). Henunu was administrator of the royal estates, supervisor of royal 
granaries, and overseer of royal flocks and herds. He was also involved in taxation, 
supplying certain parts of Upper Egypt with provisions, construction of the royal tomb, 
collection of tribute from Bedouin tribes, and procuring cedar wood from Syria. 

• Joseph was well qualified to perform most of these tasks; the ones concerning 
agriculture and taxation fit the Biblical story. It is therefore best to agree with Vergote 
(1959: 98ff) and Ward (1960:146-47) that Joseph was Chief Steward of the King. 
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• Ruler over all the land of Egypt  William Ward has argued against the idea that 

Joseph was ever Vizier of Egypt (1960:148-50; 1957). He views several of the 
descriptive OT phrases used about Joseph as Heb equivalents of general Egy 
platitudes that could be applied to any middle level official. 

• The problem with this is that direct equation does not appear strong e.g. 41:40  
has only in the throne will I be greater than you. Ward equates this with the 
Egy epithet "Favourite of the Lord of the Two Lands" (1960: 148). But only the 
Vizier could claim this authority. 

• Also, at least in the NK, the Vizier was the official who met foreign delegations 
(Hayes 1966: 46). It may have been the same in the MK, and fits in with the 
reception of his brothers in Egypt. 

• The Vizier was thus the managing director of the palace complex, head of the 
civil administration, and the general deputy of the king. These kinds of duties fit 
well with the concept of Joseph as second in command of the realm. (Charles 
F. Aling, ABR)

• As the supreme judge of the state and highest non-royal official, the vizier (Egy 
djat or tjat) served as the prime minister of the nation in all Egy periods. He 
ruled on all petitions and grievances brought to the court. All royal commands 
passed through his hands before being transmitted to the scribes in his office. 
They in turn dispatched orders to the heads of distant towns and villages, and 
dictated the rules and regulations related to the collection of taxes.  
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• The most prestigious title, the chief advisor and administrator of the 

king, was the tjaty, the vizier or prime minister. The position had 
existed by the beginning of Dyn 3, the start of the Old Kingdom. The 
earliest-known holder of the title was Menka, (ink inscriptions at the 
Step Pyramid of Djoser Netjerikhet; these inscriptions may actually 
date to Dyn 2). A famous vizier, Imhotep, held the title under King 
Djoser.

• Almost every tjaty of Dyn 4 was also Overseer of Works for the royal 
monuments, and the holder had access to and control over vast 
manpower and material resources. He carried two other titles, high 
priest of Heliopolis and master of works. Sneferu’s oldest son Kanufer 
was the first recorded holder of this post.

• The key areas of administration were: the Treasury, the Department of 
Agriculture, the Ministry of Works, the judiciary and the army. 

• By the MK, the authority and degree of a vizier’s power were only 
second to the king, and sometimes perhaps rivalled the king’s 
authority. Some viziers served a succession of kings. 

• The clearest information about the duties of the vizier come from NK 
Theban tombs, specifically from the tomb of Rekhmire, who served in 
Dyn 18. He refers to himself as "second to the king," "Heart of the 
lord," and "eyes and ears of the sovereign." 

• These texts relate that the vizier was responsible for civil order, the 
assessment and collection of taxes, the maintenance of archives, and 
the organization of their retrieval for consultation, the mobilization of 
troops, appointment and supervision of officials, examination of land 
claims, inspection and surveillance of provincial governments, 
monitoring of the inundation and other natural phenomena, and the 
exercise of the law over civil cases. (n)

• From Dyn 18 onward, the office was split between N and S Egypt. 
Perhaps arising from the polarization of the two dynasties ruling Egypt 
during the Second Intermediate Period from Thebes and the Delta, the 
dual offices of N/S viziers became permanent. 

• Viziers are usually shown as wearing a long robe which came up to the 
armpits. The garment, usually of pure white material, symbolized his 
impartiality.

Ramose, Vizier of Amenhotep III and Akhenaten 
(1390 -1358). He was the Mayor of Thebes and 
Vizier of Upper Egypt; he is shown wearing an 
elaborate wig, a heavy heart necklace and a small 
bead necklace, the gold collar of a nobleman, and 
the white vizier's smock, which seems to be loose-
fitting here and may have been worn over other 
clothing. He is holding the staff of a senior official. 
The text reads: "Justified before Ra', the Overseer of 
the City (i.e., Mayor of Thebes), the Vizier Ramose, 
true of voice." <
www.ferruggia.com/egypt/vizier/18ram.htm> 

http://www.ferruggia.com/egypt/vizier/18ram.htm
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• Then he fell on his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and Benjamin 
wept on his neck. He kissed all his brothers and wept on them, and 
afterward his brothers talked with him. (45:14-15)
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• All the persons belonging to Jacob, who came to Egypt, his direct descendants, not including the 

wives of Jacob's sons, were sixty-six persons in all, and the sons of Joseph, who were born to him 
in Egypt were two; all the persons of the house of Jacob, who came to Egypt, were seventy. 
(46:26-27)

• Then Joseph sent word and invited Jacob his father and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-
five persons in all. (Ac 7:14)

• The numbers below include Joseph’s grandsons (Nu 26:28-37; 1 Ch 7:14-21). This gives 73. 
Adding Dinah (d. of Leah) and Jacob makes 75. Excluding Joseph’s grandsons makes 70, and 
further excluding Jacob, Joseph and Joseph’s sons makes 66. The Bible excludes the wives of the 
sons as they were not in the line of the patriarch. 

• Stephen in Acts quoted from the LXX which uses “seventy-five”. 

Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, Shillem (5)Napthali

Hushim (2)Dan
Fr Bilhah

Bela, Beker, Ashiel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, Aral (11)Benjamin

Manasseh (+Asriel, Makir), Ephraim (+ Shuthelah, Bekar, Tahan) (8)Joseph
Fr Rachel

Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah (+ Heber, Malkiel), d. Serah (7+1)Asher

Zephan, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, Areli (8)Gad
Fr Zilpah

Sered, Elon, Jahleel (4)Zebulun

Tola, Puah, Jashub, Shimron (5)Isaachar

[Er, Onan] Shelah, Perez (+ Hezron, Hamul), Zerah (6)Judah

Gershon, Kohath, Merari (4)Levi

Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, Shaul* (7)Simeon

Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, Carmi (5)Reuben

Fr Leah
Notes:

•Shaul was born of a 
Canaanite women; the 
rest of the sons of Jacob 
presumably married 
from Nahor’s family

•[ ] died before the move 
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• Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your father and your brothers have come to you. The land 
of Egypt is at your disposal; settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land, let 
them live in the land of Goshen.." (47:5-6)

• Goshen The region of Israelite settlement in Egypt (45:10, 46:28, 29, 34, 47:1, 4, 6, 27, 
50:8; Ex 8:22, 9:26). 

• This territory surely lay in the E Nile Delta. In a text known as “The Instruction for Merikare” 
(c. 2040), an Egyptian ruler speaks to his son:

• The east [the Nile Delta] abounds with foreigners … Now speaking about these foreigners, 
as for the miserable Asiatic, wretched is the place where he is … Food causes his feet to 
roam about … But as I live and will be what I am, these foreigners were indeed a sealed 
wall, its gates were opened when I besieged it. I caused the Delta to attack it. I plundered 
their inhabitants, having captured their cattle. I slaughtered [the people] among them so 
that the Asiatics abhorred Egypt.

• Here, according to an Egyptian record, Asiatics have roamed into the E Delta (Goshen) to 
find food, just as the Israelites are said to have done hundreds of years later.
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Gn 47 Goshen

• Wadi Tumilat, E Nile Delta Originally one of the Nile distributaries, 
running between the apex of the Delta and Lake Timsah (one of the 
Great Bitter Lakes and today part of the Suez Canal). 

• Later during Pharaonic times, two artificial canals were built to 
facilitate water travel from the Nile to the Red Sea – the first was the 
smaller N canal built during the reign of Senusret or Ramesses II, the 
larger S canal was not dug until the reign of Nekau II. 

• During the Old Kingdom to Late Period, the area was part of the VIIIth 
Lower Egyptian nome, whose capital was T. el-Maskhuta (Pithom?). 

• There seem to be 2 main periods of occupation in the Wadi (a) the 
Hyksos period (Second Intermediate Period – MBA) and the Late 
Period to Graeco-Roman times (Early IRA). 

Photograph of the Nile Delta, the Wadi Tumilat can be seen on the 
right (E), just below the main Delta fan (Earth Sciences and Image 
Analysis Laboratory, NASA Johnson Space Center, ISS006E30447)
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Gn 50 Abel-Mizraim

• Now when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the 
mourning at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, "This is a grievous 
mourning for the Egyptians." Therefore it was named Abel-mizraim, 
which is beyond the Jordan. (50:11)

• Abel-Mizraim (the “meadow of Egypt“ or “mourning of Egypt“ (NIV)). 
The scene of the lament of Egypt over Jacob (50:11); the name the 
Canaanites gave to the "threshing floor of Atad" in Transjordan. Site 
is unknown. 
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Joseph’s Tomb

• Now they buried the bones of Joseph, which the sons of Israel 
brought up from Egypt, at Shechem, in the piece of ground which 
Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem. 
(Js 24:32)

• (tp L) Photo shows Kever Yoseph (Joseph's tomb) restored at 
Shechem (Nablus). It was formerly damaged by Palestinians. 

• (tp R) Photo of Joseph's Tomb in Shechem (1900).  


