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Year of Popularity
Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place; and there 

was a large crowd of His disciples, and a great throng of people from 
all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon, 
who had come to hear Him and to be healed of their diseases; and 
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were being cured. And 
all the people were trying to touch Him, for power was coming from 

Him and healing them all. (Lk 6:17-19)

The Return to Galilee

Mt 4:12-15:20; Mk 1:14-6:6; Lk 4:16-7:50; Jn 4:43-6:21
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Galilean Ministry

• Galilee ministry (map)
• Sea of Galilee (

map and people, roads)
• Capernaum

– Synagogue
– House of Peter
– Harbour

• Sabbath and the grainfields
• Leprosy
• Healing of the Paralytic
• Sermon on the Mount (

traditional site, Horns of Hattin)
• Nain

• Chorazin
• First Anointing
• Magdala
• Cove of the Sower
• Calming the storm
• Nazareth
• Feeding of the 5,000 (Tabgha)
• Bethsaida (biblical significance, 

site, et-Tell, el-Araj)
• Bethsaida of Galilee
• Bethesda (Fount of the Virgin)

#Slide 0
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Galilee • He left Judea and went away again into Galilee. (Jn 
4:3)

• And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the 
surrounding district. (Lk 4:14)

• The move to Galilee was a change from baptizing to 
an itinerant preaching and healing mission. 

• Then He began to denounce the cities in which most 
of His miracles were done, because they did not 
repent. "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre 
and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 
Nevertheless I say to you, it will be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 
And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, 
will you? You will descend to Hades; for if the 
miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in 
you, it would have remained to this day. 
Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment, than for you.“ (Mt 11:20-24)

• Jesus made his home among the Jewish fishermen 
of the N shore and made the small hamlet of 
Capernaum his base, and he also frequented 
Chorazin and Bethsaida.

• The 3 towns are known as “the evangelical triangle” 
by some scholars. The folk living there were most 
probably very simple, hard-working people who made 
their living out of fishing, agriculture, local and small 
trade. They could have made a living also serving 
passengers and itinerant merchants on the roads 
leading from the Mediterranean coast to the Golan 
Heights and towards the Greek cities in S Syria. 

Sea of Galilee, Good Friday 2005 (Gila Yudkin) 

The Sea is 209m bsl

http://www.jerusalemperspective.com/images/Photo_Essays/sea_of_galilee/Sea_level_sign_with_Sea_of_Galilee.jpg
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Galilee region map
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Galilean Ministry of Jesus
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Sea of Galilee

• Sea of Galilee aka Lake Tiberias, Arab. Bu ayrat abarīyāḥ Ṭ , Heb. Yam Kinneret. Its 
OT name was Sea of Kinneret (Kinerot), but, after the exile to Babylon in the 6th c, it 
was called the Lake of Gennesaret. Its modern name is the Kinneret (preserving its 
OT name). 

• Freshwater lake in NE Israel, fed by the Jordan, rainfall and springs on the N side.  
Ever since man first settled on the shores of the Sea, it has been used for fishing, 
and later also for transport. During the prosperous period of the early Christian era, 
under Roman rule as described by Josephus, hundreds of vessels plied the waters. 

• It was known by a variety of names in the Bible:
– The Sea of Kinnereth (or Chinnereth), the Hebrew word for "harp-shaped," the general 

outline of the lake (Nu 34:11; Js 12:3; 13:27)
– The Lake of Gennesareth (Lk 5:1) taking the name from the fertile Plain of Gennesaret 

that lies on the NW (Mt 14:34); 
– The Sea of Tiberias (Jn 6:1; 21:1), in association with Herod Antipas’ capital
– The Sea of Galilee (Mt 4:18; Mk 1:16).
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Map and People of Galilee
• Galilee was heavily populated in the 1st c, 

especially around the sea. The remains of 
the area indicate that several villages and 
towns had populations of more than 5,000 
people. Perhaps that is one of the reasons 
Jesus chose this location for His ministry.

• Although the people living around the sea 
interacted to some degree, they tended to 
form groups. Each group had unique 
characteristics and lifestyles, which differed 
greatly from region to region. Jesus often 
tailored his teachings so that they would be 
meaningful to the people of the area he was 
in. 

• At Jesus’ time, the people around the sea 
were generally divided into four groups:

• - Religious Jews lived on the NW side, where 
Capernaum, Korazin, and Bethsaida were 
located.
- Zealots lived primarily in the town of Gamla, 
on the NE corner of the sea.
- Herodians lived on the W side of the sea, in 
the land of Tiberias.
- Pagans lived on the E side, in the region 
known as the Decapolis.
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Galilee: Roads• Galilee was not a backwoods region; 
the Via Maris ran through this area 
near Capernaum. Israel had always 
lived in the land that connected 
great empires. 

• The whole world knew of them 
because the trade routes passed 
through their country. As the nations 
of the world passed by, Israel could 
obey God’s command and be his 
witnesses (Is 43:10-12).

• Jesus chose Capernaum as his 
home to fulfill the prophecy that the 
Messiah would live in Galilee by the 
way to the sea (Mt 4:12-17). But he 
also chose this crossroads area for 
ministry so that his message could 
be heard by people from around the 
world.
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Capernaum

• In existence from 2nd c BC - 7th c AD, Capernaum was a border-town provided with customs 
(Mt 2:13-15) along the Via Maris, the main imperial highway leading to Damascus and 
linking Egypt to Mesp. It had a privileged position. The presence of a Roman soldiers’ 
detachment (Lk 7:1-10; Mt 8:5-13) showed its importance  as a crossroad for travellers in 
the Tetrarchy. It controlled at least 8km of shore, from today’s et-Tabgha springs to the 
upper Jordan. 

• It was the only settlement on the NW shore of the Sea, 5km from the upper Jordan that 
marked the border between Herod Antipas’ Tetrarchy and the Golan under Philip. 

• It had up to 1,500 residents (BP) (n). The ruins cover about 6ha. It had one cluster of simple 
courtyard houses built of basalt stones.

• Stretched about 300m E-W along the shore, its E-most limits being in the area where the 
Greek-Orthodox church is, and some 200m S-N from the shore to the hills.

• Its economic resources were fishing, agriculture, industry and trade. Even today this area is 
still rich for fishing. It may not be by chance that many disciples were fishermen. Peter and 
Andrew settled here from their hometown Bethsaida for their fishing activity.

Looking N at the site of Capernaum.  The low 
structure in the centre of the image is the 
Catholic Church that is built over what is 
thought to be the remains of St. Peter's house 
and a Byz Church. (HLP)

http://198.62.75.1/www1/ofm/sites/TScpmenu.html
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Capernaum
• Jesus pronounced a curse on the city for its unbelief (Mt 

11:23-24), predicting its ruin (Lk 10:15). So strikingly did this 
prophecy come true that only recently has Tell Hum been 
identified confidently as ancient Capernaum.

• Most recent excavations have revealed two synagogues, a 
white limestone synagogue dating from 4th-5th c AD, and a 
black basalt one dating from the first half of the 1st c.  Only 
foundation walls, grey marble column fragments and a 
cobblestone floor remain from the earlier structure, which 
measured 24.5x18.7m on the exterior and possessed walls 
over 1m thick. 

• The limestone synagogue was built over the 1st c one. The 
dating of this synagogue is debated, but it is clearly later 
than the 1st c. The basalt synagogue was the one referred to 
in the Gospels. Here Jesus gave His sermon on the bread 
of life (Jn 6:35-59). Excavations have revealed it had walls 
made of worked stone and 1.2m thick. These earlier walls 
were preserved up to 0.9m high and the entire W wall still 
exists and was used as the foundation for the later 
synagogue.

Aerial View of the Synagogue 
Excavations at Capernaum 
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Capernaum: Synagogue (n)

View looking NE at the S façade of the synagogue.  On 
the R side of the image the 3 S entrances are visible.  
On the lower L side the black basalt foundation of the 
1st c synagogue is visible.

Plan of the I CE synagogue at 
Capernaum 

http://www.holylandphotos.org/browse.asp?s=1,2,5,14,37&img=INSGCP32
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Capernaum: Synagogue site 

FTR
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Capernaum: House of Peter
• The House of Peter 
• When Jesus came into Peter's home, 

He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in 
bed with a fever. He touched her 
hand, and the fever left her; and she 
got up and waited on Him. (Mt 8:14-
15)

• Excavations revealed one residence 
that stood out from the others. This 
house was the object of early 
Christian attention with 2nd c graffiti 
and a 4th c house church built above 
it. 

• In the 5th c  a large octagonal Byz 
church was erected above this, 
complete with a baptistery. Pilgrims 
referred to this as the house of the 
apostle Peter. 
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Capernaum: House of Peter
• Literary sources and recent archaeological discoveries make the identification of the 

house of St Peter in Capernaum virtually certain.
• The house was built at the very end of the Hellenistic period (1st c BC). Some peculiar 

features set apart this building. The pavements received floors of lime several times. 
Interesting enough, many pieces of broken lamps were found in the thin layers of 
lime…131 inscriptions were found. They were written in 4 languages, namely: in Greek 
(110), Aramaic (10), Estrangelo (9), and Latin (2). The name of Jesus appears several 
times. He is called Christ, the Lord, and the Most High God. An inscription in 
Estrangelo mentions the Eucharist.

• There are also symbols and monograms, namely: crosses of different forms, a boat, 
the monogram of Jesus. The name of St Peter occurs at least twice: his monogram is 
written in Latin but with Greek letters. In another graffito St Peter is called the helper of 
Rome. A third inscription mentions Peter and Berenike. This Peter, however, might be 
the name of a pilgrim. On several hundred pieces of plaster, decorative motifs appear. 
the colours employed are: green, blue, yellow, red, brown, white and black. Among the 
subjects one can distinguish floral crosses, pomegranates, figs, trifolium, stylized 
flowers and geometric designs such as circles, squares, etc.

• ...At the beginning of the 5th c, the house of St Peter was still standing, but it had been 
previously changed into a church. This we learn from Eteria, a Spanish pilgrim, who 
wrote in her diary: "In Capernaum, the house of the Prince of the Apostles (= St Peter) 
became a church. The walls, however, (of that house) have remained unchanged to 
the present day.“ (Stanislao Loffreda, Capernaum - Jesus' Own City, Bible and Spade, 
10:1, ABR, 1981, pp. 12, 7-8.)
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Capernaum: House of Peter

House-church from the 4th c. In this artist’s reconstruction, we can see that 
the main room of Peter’s 1st c house has been renovated. Entrances have 
been added and an arch built over the centre of the room supports a 2-
storey high masonry roof. The original black basalt walls remain but they 
have been plastered, the room is now the central hall of a church. On the E 
side of this now venerated room is an atrium, or entryway (L:8.2m, W:3m). 
Surrounding the house-church compound is a wall about 27m square. 
(Museum of SBF)

Archaeological reconstruction of Peter's 
house as it may have appeared at Jesus' 
time (Museum of SBF)

http://abr.christiananswers.net/
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Capernaum: Harbour
• Occupied for more than a thousand years (2nd c BC until the 10th c AD), Capernaum at 

its height had a 760m-long promenade, or paved avenue, along the shore supported by 
an 2.4m-wide seawall. The portion of the promenade on the Franciscan property is now 
covered by rubble and was partially destroyed by modern building. But impressive 
sections to the N, on land owned by the adjacent Greek Orthodox church, and further 
to the E, are hardly damaged. To protect the shore from storms, a promenade must be 
at least 60cm above the maximum sea level. The Capernaum promenade is about 
90cm lower, which means the sea then was about 90cm lower in ancient times. 

• Vessels at Capernaum could load and unload cargo and passengers on several piers 
that extended about 30m from the promenade into the lake. Some of the piers are 
paired and curve toward each other, forming protected pools. Others are triangular in 
shape. Under the rule of Herod Antipas a marine toll station was located at Capernaum 
(Mt 10:3). The port apparently served not only the local population but also travellers 
who preferred the swift, comfortable transportation available on the lake. (adapted from 
Mendel Nun).

A bustling port welcomed visitors to the 
prosperous village of Capernaum in Jesus’ time. A 
760m-long promenade lined the shore. Boats 
moored along the harbour’s array of paired curved 
piers, straight docks and triangular piers. The 
remains of these unusually shaped piers are still 
visible during dry seasons. (BAR/Mendel Nun)
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Capernaum: Harbour

In this representation of biblical Capernaum as drawn by archaeological 
draftsman Leen Ritmeyer, Capernaum’s synagogue, where Jesus preached (Jn 
6:59), appears at upper L (1). It is shown with 3 doors and a raised central roof 
with an arched motif at one end. The building identified since the 4th c as the 
home of Peter lies between the synagogue and the harbour (2). The home 
consists of several small rooms built around two central courtyards. (BAR/Leen 
Ritmeyer)

1

2
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Sabbath and the grainfield
• At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His 

disciples became hungry and began to pick the heads of grain and eat. (Mt 
12:1)

• The Gk spoorimun used here just means a sown area (“cornfield” KJV).
• The events recorded in Mt 12 mark a major turning point in Jesus' ministry, 

focusing on the rejection of the Messiah by His own people. Vs 1-21 depict 
the mounting unbelief of Israel crystallizing into conscious rejection, and 
verses 22-50 depict the blasphemy that follows the rejection. 

• That Jesus went on the Sabbath through the grainfields with His disciples 
violated Jewish tradition, though not Scripture. And the fact that they became 
hungry shows that they were not in the fields for the purpose of finding 
something to eat. They were simply passing through. As they would have 
eaten only ripened grain, the time was probably late March or early April 
(when grain normally ripened in the Jordan valley) and therefore near 
Passover. 

• Jewish tradition forbade a Jew from pulling off even a handful of grain to eat 
on the Sabbath unless he were starving -- which, of course, is often a difficult 
thing to determine and would be cause for considerable differences of 
opinion. Rabbinic tradition interpreted the rubbing of grain together in the 
hands (which the disciples were doing; Lk 6:1) as a form of threshing; and 
they regarded blowing away the chaff as a form of winnowing. The Talmud 
said, "If a person roils wheat to remove the husks, it is sifting. If he rubs the 
heads of wheat, it is threshing. If he cleans off the side adherences, it is 
sifting. If he bruises the ears, it is grinding. And if he throws it up in his hand, 
it is winnowing.“ (MNTC)

Yaam Anker playing in 
the maze game inside 
the corn fields of kibbutz 
Netiv Halamed He. (NPA 
81249 ）

A maize field in W Galilee 
(NPA 58797)
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Leprosy
• Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; 

be cleansed." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. (Mt 8:3)
• Leprosy is a slowly progressing and intractable disease characterized 

by subcutaneous nodules (Heb se'eth;), scabs or cuticular crusts (Heb 
cappachath) and white shining spots appearing to be deeper than the 
skin (Heb. bahereth). Other signs are (1) that the hairs of the affected 
part turn white and (2) that later there is a growth of "quick raw flesh." 

• This disease in an especial manner rendered its victims unclean; even 
contact with a leper defiled whoever touched him, so while the cure of 
other diseases is called healing, that of leprosy is called cleansing 
(except in the case of Miriam (Nu 12:13) and that of the Samaritan (Lk 
17:15) where the word "heal" is used in reference to leprosy). (ISBE)

• There are few individual cases specially described, only the ten of Lk 
17:12, and the above leper (Mt 8:2; Mk 1:40; Lk 5:12), but it is 
probable that these are only a few out of many such incidents. It was 
after Jesus came down from the mountain of the Sermon. 

• Leprosy (or Hansen's Disease) still affects millions of people. It is 
caused by a bacillus, Mycobacterium leprae (a distant relative of the 
TB bacillus) and is probably spread by airborne droplet infection. 

• The first outward sign of leprosy is loss of feeling in a patch on the 
skin. It can cause disability and even blindness if untreated by 
attacking nerves under the skin, leading to loss of feeling, paralysis 
and unfelt injury of the hands, feet and face. 
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Healing of Paralytic
• And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four 

men. Being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug an 
opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was 
lying. (Mk 2:3-4)

• This is the record of the well-known incident in which Jesus 
healed a paralyzed man at Capernaum. Houses were all 
purpose 1-2 room squares, with dirt floors, flat roofs, low and 
narrow doorways, and front wooden doors. 

• The roof (gagh; stege) of a typical 1st c house was flat. Often 
people would sleep on these roofs on hot nights. 

• To get over the difficulty of the larger spans, a common 
practice was to introduce a main beam (qurah) carried on the 
walls and strengthened by one or more intermediate posts let 
into stone sockets laid on the floor. 

• Smaller timbers as joists ("rafters," rahiT) were spaced out and 
covered in turn with brushwood; the final covering, being of 
mud mixed with chopped straw, was beaten and rolled. 

• A tiny stone roller is found on every modern native roof, and is 
used to roll the mud into greater solidity every year on the 
advent of the first rains.

• they went up on the roof and let him down through the tiles 
with his stretcher... (Lk 5:19). The Gk keramos translated “tiles” 
refers to the breaking through of a roof similar to this. (ISBE)

1st c house
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Sermon on the Mount Mt 5-7, Lk 6

• When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the 
mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples 
came to Him. (Mt 5:1)

• The name Mount of the Beatitudes is name is 
given to the place where the Lord gave the 
Sermon on the Mount, beginning with the 
Beatitudes. The alleged discrepancy between 
Matthew's version being on a hill and Luke's being 
on a level place is easily reconciled with 
observation of many level places on the Galilean 
hillsides.  

• No one is certain of the exact location, but as this 
hill on the R (once known as Mt. Eremos) is 
between and near to Capernaum and Tabgha, its 
location  as a possible site is a good one. It is just 
above the Cove of the Sower.  The spacious 
hillside provides much room for crowds to gather. 

• The Byzantines built a church to commemorate it 
at the bottom of the hill. Today the Franciscan 
Church of the Beatitudes is on the hill. Each of its 8 
facets on the dome-shaped roof depict a beatitude. 

It is thought that Jesus taught from the bottom of this 
hill to the disciples sitting on the hill, as shown here. 
This arrangement causes a natural amphitheater 
effect

Traditional Mt of Beautitudes



Year of Popularity Mt 4-15, Mk 1-6, Lk 4-7, Jn 4-6 22

Sermon on the 
Mount (Horns of 

Hattin)

• Tradition places the scene at Karn Hattin (or Kurun Hattîn), the Horns of Hattin, a 
mountain which receives its name from the little village at its N base and from the two 
cones or horns at its summit. It rises above the hills that skirt the Sea, overlooking it and 
Genesareth, and is the only height to the W that can be seen from its shores. It is a low 
ridge about 400m long E-W, and with a horn at each end. The taller horn is only 18m 
above the ridge. 

• Between the horns lies an uneven platform that could easily accommodate the crowd; but 
it is believed that the spot from which Jesus preached is lower down, on a level place on 
the S side, as Lk 6:17 calls it topou pedinou, a “level place” or "plain". The E side has a 
beautiful view: to the E, the lake with the Gôlan (Gaulanitis) mountains beyond; to the S, 
the plateau of Ard el-Hamma and Mt. Tabor, and to the N, Mt. Hermon. 

• The tradition of a village on the mountain, if true (only the remains of a wall defended a 
camp are proof), might be the reference for the city on a hill that could not be hid (Mt 
5:14); and the flowers abounding there for the "lilies of the field". However the tradition of 
Karn Hattin as the site apparently dated only from the Crusaders. 

• Jerome knew of no such tradition and merely postulated Mt. Tabor or some other high 
mountain of Galilee. The Gospels, in fact, afford but little help in determining the site. Mt 
5:1 locates the sermon on the mountain (to oros), and Lk 6:12, uses the same expression 
for the spot from which our Lord descended before He preached on the level place. The 
expression seems to suggest that the sermon had long been traditionally connected with a 
mountain and seems to mean the mountain on which the sermon was delivered.

Aerial view of the Horns of 
Hattin
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Nain

• Nain This small town in Galilee is located on the N slope of the Hill of Moreh, facing the N 
arm of the Plain of Jezreel. From Nazareth, Nain was plainly visible some 14km SE 
below. Its name is probably a corruption of the Heb. na’im for pleasant, or green pastures 
(perhaps because it overlooks the Plain of Esdraelon, with Megiddo, across the valley). 

• Nain is in territory that was allotted to and settled by the Tribe of Issachar [Js 19:17-22.]. 
It was SW of the Sea.

• Soon after the healing of the centurion’s servant in Capernaum, Jesus and His disciples 
traveled 30km to Nain. Here the first-recorded miracle of Jesus raising the dead occurred, 
that of a widow's only son while he was being carried to his grave thus canceling the 
funeral. (Lk 7:11-17).

• Nain was near Shunem, a few km around the W end of the Hill of Moreh where Elisha 
had raised the son of a woman who had given him hospitality (2 Kgs 4:8-37). The 
mourners at Nain may have made a connection between these two similar miracles. Luke 
records that fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, ‘A great 
prophet has arisen among us!’ and ‘God has visited His people!’ (Lk 7:16). 

• A problem is the city gate mentioned in Lk 7:12, as the village was never fortified. The 
word “gate” may be used loosely to indicate the place where the road entered between 
the houses of Nain.
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Chorazin
• Chorazin (Gk Chorazein): A city whose name appears only in the woe 

pronounced against it by Christ (Mt 11:21; Lk 10:13). Its appearance there, 
however, shows that it must have been a place of some importance, and highly 
privileged by the ministry of Jesus. It was already deserted in the time of 
Eusebius (Ono, s.v.). 

• Chorazin stood at the ruins of Kerazeh, on the heights 4km N of Tel Hum. It was 
an hour’s walk from the Sea toward the slopes that descend to the Sea from the 
basalt Chorazin Plateau. It is utterly desolate: a few carved stones being seen 
among the heaps. There are traces of a Roman road which connected the ancient 
city with the great highway between N and S which touched the lake shore at 
Khan Minyeh (ISBE).

• The town occupied 7ha of a narrow basalt hill that stretches from N to S, with a 
view of the lake 300m below. So far only its middle has been excavated, with no 
trace from the time of Jesus' mission. We thus do not know much about Chorazin 
in Jesus’ time. The earliest pottery and coins date from the mid 3rd c AD. 

• How do we know then that Biblical Chorazin was here? (a) it matches the location 
given for the older town by Eus. in Ono. He mentions that it was destroyed in his 
time (to which the finds so far would date its beginning!); (b) the modern Arabic 
name, khirbet karaza, “the ruin of Karaza”, supports the identification. 
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Chorazin
Black basalt ruins of a 
synagogue at Chorazin

FTR
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First Anointing
• Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to 

dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee's house 
and reclined at the table.  

• And there was a woman in the city who was a 
sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining 
at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an 
alabaster vial of perfume, and standing behind Him 
at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with 
her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her 
head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with 
the perfume. (Lk 7:36-38)

• The Egyptians developed the practice strapping a 
small cone of perfumed unguent on the forehead of 
an honoured guest at a banquet. Body heat melted 
the unguent, which slowly ran down the guest's face 
and onto his clothes, providing both cooling 
refreshment and perfume. This custom was adopted 
by the Israelites. 

• Jesus refers to it in Lk 7:46, where he noted that his 
host had not provided ointment for his head. 
Ointment softened skin that had been made coarse 
by sun and dryness, and soothed the chafing and 
irritation caused by heat rash. In an area where 
water was often scarce, they helped to enhance 
social relationships. (Historic Jesus)
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First Anointing
• alabastron (Mt 26:7; Mk 14:3; Lk 

7:37) Gk alabastron or alabastos 
meant a stone casket or vase, and 
alabastites was used for the stone of 
which the casket was made. 

• Now often called oriental alabaster, 
to distinguish it from modern 
alabaster which is a softer stone, 
made from a variety of gypsum 
(crystalline calcium sulphate). The 
word occurs in the Bible only in the 3 
passages cited.

• Oriental alabaster was a form of 
marble, usually crystalline stalagmitic 
rock (a hard compact banded variety 
of calcium carbonate), that is much 
harder than gypsum but used for the 
same purpose. It was found only in 
Egypt. (n)

Roman Alabaster Bottle -- 
Siegfried Horn Museum, 
Institute of Archaeology at 
Andrews University

Alabaster jars (SACHM 1801, 1803) and 
kohl stick (SACHM 1785) excavated by 
Sir Flinders Petrie at Rigga and Amarna 
respectively

(Below) Egypt, NK, 1570 –1320 BC; 
Origin:Egypt, Material: Calcite – 
alabaster 10.6cm, 205 g. 
(Catalog:STO.MM.00134) This 
unguent vase was made out of an 
unusually white and homogenous 
alabaster. Its exquisite ovoid shape 
implies that it must have been kept in 
a cosmetic box, or perhaps in a 
display holder. 
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Magdala

• Magdala (Magadan, Dalmanutha) Jesus visited this small city (Mt 15:39, Mk 8:10). It was on the 
W shore of the Sea ≈ 5km N of Tiberias, and was mostly Gentile. It was the home town of Mary 
who was delivered from evil spirits (“Magdalene” denotes a person from Magdala; Lk 8:12).

• Magdala was an important agricultural, fishing and trade centre at the junction of the road 
coming N from Tiberias and the Via Maris coming from the Lower Galilee into the fertile plain of 
Gennesaret. Its name is from Heb. migdal, "tower," suggesting it was the site of a guard tower or 
fortress overlooking the important route. NAS. NIV, RSV uses the alternate names "Magadan" 
(as in Mt 15:39). The Talmud uses the longer name Magdal Nunaiya, "fish tower." 

• Although barely mentioned in the Bible, Magdala was among the larger of the cities of the Sea at 
the time of Jesus. It had 40,000 people at the time of the first Jewish revolt (66-70 AD), and was 
"full of materials for shipbuilding, and with many artisans" (JW, 3:10:6). It was also renowned as 
a centre for flax weaving and dyeing.

• Its Gk name Taricheae was from taricheuein, “to smoke or preserve fish” or "pickling places," 
and roughly meant "the place where fish was salted," for it was a centre for processing fish that 
was sold in the markets of Jerusalem and exported as far as Rome. Strabo says it had excellent 
pickling places. The pickled fish were known throughout the Empire. Large quantities were sent 
to Jerusalem for the crowds attending the yearly feasts. 

• In 1986, the so-called "Jesus Boat" was found in the muddy lake bottom near its ancient 
harbour. 

• Beginning in 1973, Franciscan monks working farther inland uncovered the remains of a Roman 
town of the 1st c AD with two main streets running at right angles, houses, a synagogue and a 
villa with a swimming pool. On the hill just s of the site, along the far side of the modern highway, 
one can still see stone coffins (sarcophagi) carved out of the rocks in what was the city 
cemetery.

Looking W toward the Plain of Gennesaret and site 
of Magdala from the Sea. Looming 400m above 
the lake, far L, is the steep cliff of Mt Arbel.  

Ancient harbour 
of Magdala
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Cove of the 
Sower

• Cove of the Sower or Sower’s Cove: a small bay on the N shore mid-way between 
Capernaum and Tabgha, major centre of Jesus' ministry. A Roman road, following one of 
the routes of the ICH, passed just above the cove. 

• In Mk 4 Jesus taught from a boat in order to speak to a large crowd.  Some suggest this 
cove would have provided an excellent site for Jesus to teach the crowds. Lying at the 
foot of the traditional Mount of Beatitudes, it has been noted for its unique acoustical 
properties. B. Cobbey Crisler did an acoustical study (The Acoustics and Crowd Capacity 
of Natural Theaters in Palestine, BA Dec 1976, pp. 128-41). The hill’s gradual slope, 
which rises from the shore, forms a natural amphitheatre. that can hold 5-7,000 people 
below the road. More than double that could fit in the entire area of the hillside. It has 
been demonstrated that the voice of a person standing on a rock in the water or in a boat 
would be easily audible. 8-10,000 people could be within hearing distance.

• This cove is beautifully sited. One can look W and see the Arbel Cliff jutting into the sky 
above the Valley of the Doves. To the NW, the hills of N Galilee rise behind the Plain of 
Gennesaret and Wadi Amud. The whole length of the lake is visible, with the Decapolis 
ridge on the SE and Tiberias 8km away on the W shore. Fishing boats would have been 
pulled up on the shore nearby.

• Several considerations support this site: (a) It fits the setting in Mk 4:1-2, and Mt 13:1-2; 
(b) It fits how Jesus could depart in a boat from there in the evening Mk 4:35-36.
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Calming the storm

• He said to them, "Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?" Then He got up 
and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm. (Mt 8:26) And 
He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Hush, be still." (Mk 4:39)

• The position of the lake makes it liable to sudden storms. The hot atmosphere of 
the gorge (averaging in the shade 34ºC in summer, and 10ºC in winter) sucks 
down violently the cool air of the uplands through the narrow wadis to the E and 
W at the N end, and in half an hour the surface of the lake tosses furiously in 
tumultuous billows. Half an hour again suffices to restore the lake to a mirror-like 
calm. 

• Such storms are fairly frequent, and as they are attended with danger to small 
craft, the boatmen are constantly on the alert. Save in very settled conditions 
they will not venture far from the shore. Occasionally, however, tempests break 
over the lake, in which a boat could hardly live. (n)

• In Mk 4:39 Jesus used the Gk word phimothele “hush”, which would normally be 
used to exorcise evil spirits. He recognized the devil’s attempt on his life in the 
storm and spoke accordingly. (Ralph Gower)
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Nazareth

• Nazareth (En Nasira, Nazerat, Yafti en Nasra) Digs by archaeologists show that the 
ancient town was only a small agricultural village in Hellenistic and Roman times. Modern 
en-Nasira is built mainly on the W and NW slopes.

• The Gk word offroos in Lk 4:29 for brow of the hill is lit. "eyebrow“, fig. "any overhanging 
prominence on a hill, as a cliff brow." The other Gk word means "throw down over a cliff."

• The cliff has not been identified; Nazareth is built in a high valley (370m asl) among the 
most S limestone hills of the Lebanon range running ≈ SSW-NNE. To the S there is a 
sharp drop down to the Esdraelon Valley. Steep hills rise up on the N/E sides, while on the 
W they reach up to 500m and command an impressive view. The ancient town was higher 
up the W hill than the present town. 

• 2.4km S the chain of hills ends abruptly in two small precipitous peaks separated by a 
deep, wild gorge and drops very rapidly to the Valley below. The W peak J el Qafesh is 
called the Mount of the Precipice, or Mount of the Leap of the Lord (n). It is erroneous as it 
was not the hill on which their city had been built (Lk 4:29) (IBD) 

View of Mt of Precipice (David Hull Sep. 
2003)

A group overviews the 
entire Jezreel Valley from a 
precipitous edge of the 
Nazareth hills that could be 
the site of Lk. 4:29. In the 
distance is Mt. Tabor. (IGM 
Tours)
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Nazareth
• Nazareth’s small size (< 500) during Jesus’ days helps us 

understand the reactions to His teaching in its synagogue (Lk 4:16-
30). Every one present would have known Jesus well. In fact, it 
may be assumed that several were related to Him through Mary. 

• This context helps us to appreciate the significance of Jesus’ 
reading of Isaiah’s prophecy concerning Himself (61:1,2) in what 
may have been the only synagogue in the village. 

• The rejection by His own clan, and their dragging Him out to the 
edge of the ridge to throw Him down to His death, must have been 
a very traumatic event for all involved, especially for His mother 
and brothers and sisters, as well as the towns people who knew 
Him so well. 

• The Gk ekballo translated drove (v 29 NIV, NAS) is a violent word 
meaning "drive out, expel,” lit. “throw out, more or less forcibly.“ 
The phrase led him to the brow of the hill uses the Gk verb ago. Its 
basic meaning is "to lead" but here used as a legal technical term: 
"lead away, take into custody, arrest." It is sometimes used of 
arraignment and trial, as well as of transport of a prisoner, or 
conducting a condemned man to execution. Without hearing or 
trial, and violating both Jewish and Roman law, the people 
intended to kill Jesus by throwing Him over a precipice, perhaps as 
a prelude to stoning. 

The Torah scrolls were read 
from the bema, a raised wood 
platform at the front of the 
synagogue. 
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Nazareth
• and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led 

Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been 
built, in order to throw Him down the cliff. (Lk 4:29)

• Some have pointed out that Luke is not correct, as 
Nazareth is built in a valley and not on a mountain. But 
the valley of Nazareth is on a mountain that does 
overlook the Esdraelon Valley. 

• It is striking how accurately Luke steers clear of a 
mistake; he does not say they ascended or descended 
to reach the precipice, but led Jesus to it. He does not 
say the city was built on the brow of the hill, but that 
the precipice was on the brow, without stating whether 
it was above or below the town. 

• ISBE finds the traditional site in the SW is too far from 
the village as it would have been in the days of Christ. 
It suggests a cliff, not far from the old synagogue, 
traces of which are still seen in the W of the modern 
town.

• Fausset’s similarly finds that the lower parts of today’s 
village are below rocky ledges, one of which is 12-15m 
high, and ┴, near the Maronite church: it feels this is 
probably the true site. 

The red arrow indicates the traditional 

Mt of Precipice.
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Feeding of the 5,000

• Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." Now there was much grass 
in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 
Jesus then took the loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed 
to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they 
wanted. (Jn 6:10-11)

• From only 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish Jesus fed 5,000 men plus 
women and children by the shore of the Sea of Galilee. They all ate 
till they were filled and afterward Jesus' disciples collected 12 
baskets full of fragments. 

Bible Photos of the Holy 
Land/Corel
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Feeding of 5,000 (Tabgha)
• Tabgha (name corrupted from Gk Heptapagon 

meaning "seven springs“). Prosperous fishing 
village on the NW shore, a suburb of Capernaum. 
Jesus lived only 3km E of Tabgha, a mere half-hour 
walk away. Jos. called it the "well of Capernaum."  

• It was undoubtedly a popular fishing spot, for the 
water of each of its "seven springs" varies in 
temperature and salinity. (The most saline water 
from the springs is now being diverted in a channel 
around the lake.) Their warm water attracted 
schools of fish, mostly musht, especially in the 
winter. 

• The movement of the spring water was used to turn 
millstones to grind grain. Craftsmen at Capernaum 
fashioned these stones from the local basaltic rock, 
several of which remain near the synagogue there 
today. 

• Tradition locates many of the events in Jesus’ 
ministry along the N shore in the area of Tabgha 
and Capernaum. Along the shore near Tabgha 
Jesus formally called Peter and Andrew to follow 
Him, promising to make them fishers of men (Mt 
4:18,19) and another pair of brothers, James and 
John, as they mended nets (Mt 4:20-22). 
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Feeding of 5,000 
(Tabgha)

• Tabgha: Heptapegon, el-Oreme, En Sheva, 'En Sheva, et-Tabgha
• A well-watered place with 7 springs (not far from Capernaum) facing the Sea in 

which lush grasses grow, with numerous trees and palms. In this garden Jesus 
is traditionally thought to have fed the 5,000. 

• The earliest building at Tabgha was a small chapel (18 x 9.6 m) from the 4th c; 
only a part of its foundations was uncovered. This was probably the shrine 
described by the pilgrim Egeria at the end of the 4th c. The stone upon which 
Jesus placed the bread became an altar. The many pilgrims to the site broke 
off pieces of it as a cure for their ailments.

• Today the Church of the Multiplication, built in 1982, stands over the ruins of 
previous churches. Beneath the altar is the Byzantine mosaic floor that was 
once part of a church. The Byzantine pilgrims were mistaken in locating the 
miracle here for Scripture says that it was in a remote place by Bethsaida. BP 
notes that the design of a basket of loaves flanked by fish on either side shows 
that the artist did not know the fish in the lake as none have two dorsal fins. 

Tabgha from S 
(BP)

The modern Byz-style basilica 
preserves a 5th c mosaic floor, 
including the famous “Loaves and 
Fishes” design.
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Bethsaida (biblical significance)

• When the apostles returned, they gave an account to Him of all that they had 
done. Taking them with Him, He withdrew by Himself to a city called 
Bethsaida. (Lk 9:10; also Mk 6:32 ff). 

• Bethsaida (Aram. ‘house of fishing’ (bêt saydâ) or ‘fisherman’s house’ (bêt 
sayyādā)). This city E of the Jordan (Pliny, Jerome) was where Jesus 
miraculously fed the multitude with 5 loaves and 2 fishes. 

• Here took place some of the key events in Jesus’ Galilean ministry: 
– Jesus cured a blind man here (Mk 8:22–25). 
– Jesus walked on the water nearby (Mk 6:45–51).
– Hometown of Philip, Andrew and Peter (Jn 1:44). 
– Targeted by Jesus’ curse for its unbelief (Mt 11:20-23).
– Jesus retired by boat with His disciples to rest and fed the 5,000 here (Lk 9:12–17). 

• The crowd following on foot along the N shore crossed the Jordan by the ford 
at its mouth. The desert (Mk 6:31, 32, 25 KJV; lonely, NAS; Gk eremos) of the 
narrative is just the Arab. barriyeh, an uncultivated ground where the animals 
graze. The green grass of Mk 6:39, Jn 6:10, point to some place in the plain of 
el-BaTeichah, on the rich soil of which the grass is green and plentiful 
compared with the scanty herbage on the higher slopes. (ISBE)
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Bethsaida (biblical significance)
• Bethsaida, Chorazin and Capernaum formed the "evangelical triangle," as 

most of Jesus’ miracles in Galilee were performed in these cities. 
• In light of Jesus’ condemnation of them for their unbelief, the word 

"evangelical" would more accurately refer to the preaching of the gospel 
there, rather than the character of their inhabitants (Mt 11:20-30)!

• Bethsaida was the home of 3 disciples, Peter, his brother Andrew, and 
Philip (Jn 1:44). Apparently Peter later moved to Capernaum, where his 
mother-in-law (and wife) resided (Mt 8:14,15; Mk 1:30,31; Lk 4:38,39).

• Since fishing was the main industry in each of these towns, Peter’s move of 
some 5km would be unremarkable, except that Capernaum was to become 
the base of Jesus’ Galilean ministry. 

• The small plain that surrounds Bethsaida (el-‘Araj) may have been the 
location of Jesus’ "Sermon on the Mount," if this account recorded another 
occasion on which Jesus gave this message (Lk 6:17-49).

• Jesus performed a unique healing at Bethsaida, restoring a man’s sight in 
stages (Mk 8:22-26). Apparently He used this method to demonstrate to His 
disciples their imperfect understanding of His deity at that time. 

• In this miracle, He sought to prepare their hearts for the next revelation of 
His person. From Bethsaida they proceeded up the Jordan Valley to 
Caesarea Philippi, where He would ask them, “Who do you say that I am?" 
(Mt 16:15;Mk 8:27; Lk 9:20)
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Bethesda site
• Two sites are likely: al-Tell (et-Tell) or (el-’Araj). The two are only 

2.4km apart, and near where the Jordan River enters the Sea, the 
latter being nearer the actual shore. 

• The N and by far the most extensive remains are located at et-Tel, 
presently being excavated and evaluated by Dr. Rami Arav. The 
other, el-‘Araj, is loc near the NE shore of the lake in a grove of 
eucalyptus trees atop a layer of rich alluvial soil, brought down by 
the streams from the Golan hills.

• Jos. records that Philip the Tetrarch, (who ruled Gaulanitis from 4 
BC to AD 34), developed the village of Bethsaida in Lower 
Gaulonitis, near the NE shore of the Sea. In AD 30, he raised it to 
the status of a "city" (polis), strengthening its fortifications, 
increasing its population, and naming it "Julias" in honour of 
Augustus’ daughter. (Rami Arav holds that the city was named after 
Emperor Tiberius’ mother Julia-Livia, wife of Emperor Augustus) 
(Ant, 18:2:1; JW, 2:9:1; 3:10:7; Vita, 72). 

• et-Tel, located inland, was unlikely to act as a fishing village. 
El-‘Araj, on the other hand, as it was located on a flood plain, would 
not have been a suitable site for a large fortified city. It should also 
be noted that the course of the Jordan River as it enters the lake 
has changed over the two millennia since Jesus’ ministry.

• An aqueduct and Roman road have been discovered which joined 
the two locations. A reasonable conclusion would be that et-Tel may 
have been the location of the important city referred to in the 
Gospels. El-‘Araj, then, would have served as the centre of the 
fishing industry that gave the city its name. The Bethsaida of the 
Gospels, however, may have referred to either or both of these 
sites. (BP)

Bethsaida Julias located in the Jordan Valley just N of 
the Sea of Galilee. (Viewed to the SE.) Here Jesus fed 
the multitude, perhaps in the open area in the 
foreground (Lk 9; Jn 6).

The NE shore of the Sea of Galilee is a fertile plain where the 
feeding of the 5,000 likely took place.  There is good reason 
to doubt the current belief that et-Tell is Bethsaida, and a 
better candidate for the fishing village may be el-Araj near the 
shoreline. (BP)
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Bethsaida (et-Tell)
• In the Jordan Park, E of the river on rising 

ground, over 1.5km off the N shore of the Sea, 
is et-Tell in Arabic. 

• Many identify it as the Bethsaida of the 
Gospels, among them the archaeologists of the 
Bethsaida Excavation Project (BEP), and  
Israel's National Parks Authority. 

• In 1839, the American minister and scholar, 
Edward Robinson, suggested that a large 
mound known as et-Tell, although set back 
from the Sea, was probably biblical Bethsaida. 

• A few decades later, Gottlieb Schumacher, a 
scholar from the German colony in Haifa, 
maintained that it was implausible that a 
fisherman's village could be located so far from 
the Sea. 

• Excavations and geological surveys began in 
1987 and have concluded that Robinson was 
right. Evidence now suggests that the Sea in 
antiquity was larger than its present size and 
may have included a series of estuaries leading 
off a large lagoon just N of the present day 
coast (today it is the Bethsaida plain) 

• Bethsaida is one of the largest artificial mounds 
ever discovered on the Sea.
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Bethsaida (et-Tell)

• (tp) After most extensive investigations, a team of archaeologists suggest 
that the shoreline has drifted significantly S over the past millennia, thus 
locating Bethsaida farther inland and eventually led to its abandonment in 
the 3rd, forgotten for over 1,700 years. This shore shift was exacerbated by 
a major earthquake and landslide that swept a massive amount of rock, 
gravel, soil and artefacts across the plain on which et-Tell sits, severing 
Bethsaida from the shore. 

• Recent excavations have also shown that of all the possible sites of ancient 
Bethsaida, only et-Tell was occupied in Jesus’ time, in the Hellenistic and 
early Roman periods. The other two sites of el-Araj and Mesadiyye were 
also investigated by the same time. Ground-penetrating radar survey of el-
Araj showed only beach sand below the Byz level. Mesadiyye (n) contained 
Byz remains only.

• Bethsaida was founded in the 10th c BC (n) atop a small basalt outcrop that 
descended to the lake. A very short and steep ravine ran E of the outcrop, 
while the lake straddled its S and W sides; the easiest way to reach the city 
was from the N.

Duby Tal and Moni Haramati, 
Albatross/Courtesy of Bethsaida Excavations
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Bethsaida (et-Tell)
• A Roman-style temple graced Bethsaida in the 1st c. At that time, Bethsaida played a 

key role in Jesus’ Galilean ministry but only a minor one in Roman history, serving as a 
backwoods city on the Empire’s periphery. It enjoyed an increase in status, however, 
when Philip Herod, christened Bethsaida a city after Julia-Livia (n). This temple may 
have been erected as part of the renaming ceremony. Figurines and coins discovered 
near the temple may also have been used in the same event. 

• Curiously, the temple’s stones were strikingly similar to those unearthed in the 5th c AD 
synagogue at nearby Chorazin; stones from Bethsaida’s temple may have been re-used 
in Chorazin’s synagogue, a mere 5km away.
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Bethsaida (el-
Araj)

• et-Tell has certain problems in being identified as Bethsaida. The Gospels indicate that the 
latter was a fishing village, but et-Tell is too far from the shore. 

• Mendel Nun proposes the alternative site further S called el-Araj (n), near the lakeshore which 
has yet to be excavated. He makes 3 main points to support it as the real Bethsaida: (a) el-Araj 
does contain remains from the late Hellenistic and early Roman periods; (b)  the House of the 
Fisherman at et-Tell is much larger than the houses of fishermen from Capernaum, and thus is 
too grand to have belonged to a poor worker’s family; (c) the BEP has misidentified several 
implements as fishing hooks and netting needles; the latter, Nun claims, are actually sewing 
needles, and many of the hooks are not of the type used for fishing. The fishing implements 
found there are too sparse to indicate commercial fishing. Schumacher (The Jaulan, 246) also 
suggested this  "large, completely destroyed site close to the lake," connected in ancient times 
with et-Tell "by the beautiful roads still visible,“ and et-Tell the princely residence. 

• BEP in a small random probe there in 1987 (4 x 4 m), found remains from the Byz and later. 
Their probe was in the spring, when the lake covered much of the ground, and they saw only a 
narrow strip of ruins. In the fall of 1990, however, when the lake was lower, an IAA team did a 
surface survey at el-Araj and found ruins spread over a much larger area, surrounding a 
mound. These included remains from the Hellenistic and Roman periods.  Only a systematic 
excavation, will decisively answer the question as to whether el-Araj was in fact Bethsaida. 
(Kefar Nahum Map, Survey, Excavations and Surveys in Israel, 1991, 'Atiqot 10 [1992], 87.)

Stephen Langfur, NET, 2003

El-Araj, believed by Mendel Nun to be the location of Bethsaida. 
(BAR/Duby Tal and Moni Haramat/Albatross)
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Bethsaida of Galilee

• Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go ahead of 
Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He Himself was sending the crowd 
away (Mk 6:45)

• Bethsaida of Galilee, hometown of Philip, Andrew, Peter (Jn 1:44; 12:1-
21:25), and perhaps also James and John. For fishermen to move 
residence was unlikely; Bethsaida must have lain close to Capernaum. It 
may have been the fishing town adjoining the larger city. 

• A suburb of Julias on the W bank may suit Mk 6:45 best, as it would be near 
Capernaum. As in the case of the other Bethsaida, no name has been 
recovered to guide us to the site.

• On the rocky promontory E of Khan Minyeh is Sheikh 'Aly ec-Caiyadin, 
"Sheikh Aly of the Fishermen," the name of a ruined weley, in which the 
second element in the name Bethsaida is represented. 

• Nearby is the site at 'Ain et-Tabigha, which many have identified with 
Bethsaida of Galilee. The warm water from copious springs runs into a little 
bay of the sea in which fishes congregate in great numbers. This has 
therefore always been a favourite haunt of fishermen.
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Bethesda
• Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is 

called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes. In these 
lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and 
withered, [waiting for the moving of the waters; for an angel 
of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and 
stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of 
the water, stepped in was made well from whatever disease 
with which he was afflicted.] (Jn 5:2-4)

• Bethesda Aram. Bêt hesdâ “house of mercy” or Heb. Bêt 
ešdâ “place of outpouring”. Gk. from Aram. At a pool here 
Jesus healed a man who was lame for 38 years  as he 
waited to go into the waters that had supposedly healing 
virtue. NAS places the disturbance of the water by an angel 
in brackets as there is not sufficient attestation by early texts. 

• There is textual uncertainty over the name “Bethesda” and 
about its application. NIV mg. reads “Some mss. Bethzatha; 
other mss Bethsaida” (Jn 5:2). AV, NAS, NEB and NIV 
accept the TR “Bethesda”. The name may designate either 
the pool itself or a building. It was a reservoir (Gk 
kolumbethra, "a swimming bath") with 5 porches, close to the 
sheep-gate or market (Ne 3:1; Jn 5:2). 

• Eus. calls it "the sheep-pool.“ He and the Bordeaux pilgrim 
speak of twin pools at Bethesda. Such a twin pool N of the 
Temple was discovered in 1856 at St Anne’s Church with 
remains of magnificent porticoes. On the wall is a faded 
fresco that depicts an angel troubling the water (NIVD). 

Medicinal pools of Bethesda at St. 
Anne Church Jerusalem (Sep 2003)

The Pool of the Sheepmarket was 
just below the Fortress of Antonia.
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Bethesda

• The historicity of this site was once in question. Scholars like Dr Alfred Loisy claimed the 
detail of the 5 porticoes was invented to represent the 5 books of Moses, which Jesus 
came to fulfill. But recent archaeological discoveries have confirmed the Biblical account. 
In 1956, at the ancient site of Bethesda, 

• Schick discovered a large tank about 30m NW of St. Anne's Church in the Bezetha 
quarter of Jerusalem not far from the Sheep's Gate and Tower of Antonia, which was very 
probably the Pool of Bethesda. It is located just N of the Temple Mount.

• The place is now thought to be the pool found during the repairs in 1888 near St. Anne's 
Church. This rectangular pool had a portico on each side and a fifth one dividing the pool 
into 2 separate compartments. 

• The pool is below the crypt of the ruined 4th c church and has a 5-arch portico. The 
medicinal pools and baths were built from 150 BC to 70 AD.  There was a Roman temple 
(200 - 400) thought to be in honour of a healing god (Aesclepius or Serapis) built on the 
site; it is thought they were built there after the place was established as a traditional 
place of healing. 

• The colonnades were visible at the time of Christ, but the pools would not have been 
enclosed. At that time, the floor level was much lower. During Biblical times, pools were 
public facilities where water was stored for later use. They generally were not used for 
swimming. 

The Roman Ruins of the 
Healing Poolnat Bethesda at 
Saint Anne's Church.
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Bethesda (Fount of the Virgin)

• Fountain of the Virgin (= Gihon spring) is the only 
unfailing fountain in Jerusalem, located in the Kidron valley, 
and not far from the Pool of Siloam.

• Its singular characteristic is being intermittent, flowing from 
3-5 times daily in winter, twice daily in summer, and only 
once daily in autumn. This peculiarity is accounted for by 
the supposition that the outlet from the reservoir is by a 
passage in the form of a siphon (n). 

• The spring of the infirm waiting for the “troubling of water” 
had in the past been identified with this so-called Fountain 
of the Virgin; and also with the Birket Israel, a pool near the 
mouth of the valley which runs into the Kidron S of St. 
Stephen's Gate. The fountain received its name from a 14th 
c legend that here Mary washed the swaddling-clothes of 
our Lord.

View looking E at the water flowing from the Gihon Spring.  The spring itself is under the 
rock stair and the water flows towards the viewer (HLP) 

View looking W at the “spring cave.”  In the centre of the image is a 
carved “doorway” that leads to the area of “Warren’s Shaft” and 
“Hezekiah’s Tunnel.”   Today, as during some ancient periods, the water 
from the spring flows through this passageway—away from the viewer. 
(HLP)

Gihon map: Hershel Shanks, BAR
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