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1st Peter

  
Introduction and Title - Persecution can cause either growth or bitterness in the 
Christian life. Response determines the result. In writing to Jewish believers 
struggling in the midst of persecution, Peter encourages them to conduct 
themselves courageously for the person and program of Christ. Both their 
character and conduct must be above reproach. Having been born again to a 
living hope, they are to imitate the Holy One who has called them. The fruit of 
that character will be conduct rooted in submission: citizens to government, 
servants to masters, wives to husbands, husbands to wives, and Christians to 
one another. Only after submission is fully understood does Peter deal with the 
difficult area of suffering. The Christians are not to think it "strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you" 
(4: 12), but are to rejoice as partakers of the suffering of Christ. That response to 
life is truly the climax of one's submission to the good hand of God. 
This epistle begins with the phrase Petros apostolos Iesou Christou, "Peter. an 
apostle of Jesus Christ." This is the basis of the early title Petrou A, the First of 
Peter."  

Author - The early church universally acknowledged the authenticity and 
authority of First Peter. The internal evidence supports this consistent external 
testimony in several ways. The apostle Peter's name is given (1:1) and there are 
definite similarities between certain phrases in this letter and Peter's sermons as 
recorded in the Book of Acts (cf. 1 Pet. 1:20 and Acts 2:23; I Pet. 4:5 and Acts 
10:42). Twice in Acts Peter used the Greek word xylon, wood, tree,

 

to speak of 
the cross, and this distinctive use is also found in First Peter (see Acts 5:30: 
10:39; I Pet. 2:24). The epistle contains a number of allusions to events in the life 
of Christ that held special significance for Peter (e.g. 2:23: 3: 18; 4: 1; 5: 1: cf. 
5:5; John 13:4). 
Nevertheless, critics since the nineteenth century have challenged the 
authenticity of First Peter on several grounds. Some claim that chapter I, verses 
1-2. (see also 4: 12-5: 14) were later additions that turned an anonymous 
address or a baptismal sermon into a Petrine Epistle, Others argue that the 
sufferings experienced by readers of this letter must refer to the persecution of 
Christians that took place after the time of Peter in the reigns of the emperors 
Domitian (A.D. 81-96) and Trajan (A.D. 98-117). 
There is no basis for the first argument, and the second argument falsely 
assumes that Christians were not being reviled for their faith during the life of 
Peter. Another challenge asserts that the quality of the Greek of this epistle is too 
high for a Galilean like Peter. But Galileans were bilingual (Aramaic and Greek), 
and writers such as Matthew and James were skillful in their use of Greek. It is 
also likely that Peter used Silvanus as his scribe (5:12: Paul calls him Silvanus in 
2 Cor 1:19; 1 Thess 1:1; 2 Thess I: 1: Luke calls him Silas in Acts 15:40-18:5) 
and Silvanus may have smoothed out Peter's speech in the process,  
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Date and Setting - This letter is addressed "'to the strangers scattered," or more 
literally Pilgrims of the Dispersion' (I: 1). This coupled with the injunction to keep 
their behavior "honorable among the Gentiles" (2:12) gives the initial appearance 
that the bulk of the readers are Hebrew Christians. A closer look however, forms 
the opposite view that most of these believers were Gentiles. They were called 
"out of darkness" (2:9), and they -"once were not a people but are now the 
people of God" (2:10). 
Their former "aimless conduct received by tradition from [their] fathers" was 
characterized by ignorance and futility (1: 18; cf. Eph, 4: 17), because they no 
longer engage in debauchery and idolatry, they are maligned by their countrymen 
(4:3-4). These descriptions do not fit a predominantly Hebrew Christian 
readership. Though Peter was an apostle "to the circumcised" (Gal. 2:9), he also 
ministered to Gentiles (Acts 10:34-48; Gal 2: 12), and a letter like this would not 
be beyond the scope of his ministry, This epistle was addressed to Christians 
throughout Asia Minor, indicating the spread of the gospel in regions not 
evangelized when Acts was written (Pontus Cappadocia, Bithynia; 1: 1). It is 
possible that Peter visited and ministered in some of these areas, but there is no 
evidence. He wrote this letter in response to the news of growing opposition to 
the believers in Asia Minor (1:6: 3:13-17: 4:12-19: 5:9-l0). Hostility and suspicion 
were mounting against Christians in the empire, and they were being reviled and 
abused for their life-styles and subversive talk about another Kingdom, 
Christianity had not yet received the official Roman ban, but the stage was being 
set for the persecution and martyrdom of the near future.  

Peter's life was dramatically changed after the Resurrection and he occupied a 
central role in the early church and in the spread of the gospel to the Samaritans 
and Gentiles (Acts 2-10). After the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15 little is recorded 
of Peter's activities, He evidently traveled extensively with his wife (I Cor. 9:5) 
and ministered in various Roman provinces. According to tradition, Peter was 
crucified upside down in Rome prior to Nero's death in A.D. 68.  

This epistle was written from Babylon (5: 13) but scholars are divided as to 
whether this refers literally to Babylon in Mesopotamia or symbolically to Rome. 
There is no tradition that Peter went to Babylon, and in his day it had few 
inhabitants. On the other hand, tradition consistently indicates that Peter spent 
the last years of his life in Rome. As a center of idolatry, the term Babylon was 
an appropriate figurative designation for Rome (cf. the later use of Babylon in 
Rev, 17-18). Peter used other figurative expressions in this epistle, and it is not 
surprising that he would do the same with Rome. His mention of Mark (5: 13) 
also fits this view because Mark was in Rome during Paul's first imprisonment 
(Cot. 4: 10). This epistle was probably written shortly before the outbreak of 
persecution under Nero in A.D. 64.  

Theme and Purpose - The basic theme of First Peter is the proper response to 
Christian suffering, knowing that his readers would be facing more persecution 
than ever before, Peter wrote this letter to give them a divine perspective on 
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these trials so that they would be able to endure them without wavering in their 
faith. They should not be surprised at their ordeal because the One they follow 
also suffered and died (2:21; 3: 18; 4: 1, 12-14). Rather, they should count it a 
privilege to share the sufferings of Christ. Peter therefore exhorts them to be sure 
that their hardships are not being caused by their own wrongdoings, but for their 
Christian testimony. They are not the only believers who are suffering (5:9), and 
they must recognize that God brings these things in the lives of His children not 
as a punishment but as a stimulus to growth in Christ likeness. Peter wanted to 
overcome an attitude of bitterness and anxiety and replace it with dependence on 
and confidence in God.  

Another theme is stated in chapter 5, verse 12: I have written to you briefly, 
exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God." In this epistle, Peter 
frequently speaks of the believer's position in Christ and future hope, and he 
does so to remind his readers that they are merely sojourners on this planet-their 
true destiny is eternal glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ. The grace of God in 
their salvation (I: 1-2: 10) should give them an attitude of submission (2:11-3:12) 
in the context of suffering for the name of Christ (3: 13-5: 14).  

Keys to First Peter

   

Key Word: Suffering for Christ   

Key Verses (1:10-12; 4:12-13)- Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 
searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was 
indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that would follow. To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they 
were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those 
who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-things 
which angels desire to look into (1:10-12). 
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you 
partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be 
glad with exceeding joy" (4: 12-13).  

Key Chapter (4) - Central in the New Testament revelation concerning how to 
handle persecution and suffering caused by one's Christian testimony is chapter 
4, Not only is Christ's suffering to be our model (4: 1-2), but also we are to rejoice 
in that we can share in His suffering (4:12-14).  

Christ in First Peter - This epistle presents Christ as the believer's example and 
hope in times of suffering in a spiritually hostile world. He is the basis for the 
Christian's living hope " and "inheritance

 

(I: 3-4), and the love relationship 
available with Him by faith is a source of inexpressible joy (I: 8). His suffering and 
death provide redemption for all who trust in Him: who Himself bore our sins in 
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His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 
righteousness-by whose stripes you were healed

 
(2:24; cf 1:18-19; 3:18). Christ 

is the Chief Shepherd and Guardian of believers (2:25; 5:4), and when He 
appears, those who know Him will be glorified.  

Contributions to the Bible - There are evidences of Pauline influence in the 
style and content of First Peter. Peter knew Paul and his epistles, but the 
similarities do not imply that Peter was dependent on Paul, since both men 
shared common apostolic doctrine. Peter wrote this letter with real warmth and 
sympathy for the plight of his readers, but this does not diminish its forcefulness. 
The chain of thirty-four imperatives from 1: 13 to 5:9 is highly authoritative, yet 
borne out of a heart of compassion. In some ways, First Peter is the Job of the 
New Testament because of its theme of undeserved suffering and steadfast 
submission to the sovereignty of God. This epistle, like Peter's sermon in Acts 2, 
reveals a thorough acquaintance with the Old Testament and an effective use of 
its contents. It is also characterized by a number of allusions to Peter's personal 
experiences with Christ and to the future prospect of all believers in Christ. Some 
passages make a significant contribution to the theology of the New Testament 
(1:2-12, 18-20; 2:21-25: 3: 18-22; 4: 12-19).  

Survey of First Peter - Peter addresses this epistle to "pilgrims" in a world that 
is growing increasingly hostile to Christians. These believers are beginning to 
suffer because of their stand for Christ, and Peter uses this letter to give them 
counsel and comfort by stressing the reality of their living hope in the Lord. By 
standing firm in the grace of God (5: 12) they will be able to endure their "fiery 
trial" (4: 12), knowing that there is a divine purpose behind their pain. This letter 
logically proceeds through the themes of the salvation of the believer (1: 1-2: 12); 
the submission of the believer (2:13-3:12); and the suffering of the believer (3:13-
5:14).  

The Salvation of the Believer (1:1-2:12): Addressing his letter to believers in 
several Roman Provinces, Peter briefly describes the saving work of the triune 
Godhead in his salutation (1: 1-2). He then extols God for the riches of this 
salvation by looking in three temporal directions (1:3-12). First, Peter anticipates 
the future realization of the Christian's manifold inheritance (1:3-5). Second, he 
looks at the present joy that this living hope produces in spite of various trials 
(1:6-9). Third, he reflects upon the prophets of the past who predicted the gospel 
of God's grace in Christ (1:1-12). The proper response to this salvation is the 
pursuit of sanctification or holiness (I: 13-2: 10). This involves a purifying 
departure from conformity with the world to godliness in behavior and love. With 
this in mind, Peter exhorts his readers to "desire the pure milk of the Word, that 
[they] may grow (2:2) by applying the word of God which lives and abides 
forever" (1:23) and acting as a holy priesthood of believers.  

The Submission of the Believer (2:13-3:12): Peter turns to the believer's 
relationships in the world and appeals for an attitude of submission as the 
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Christlike way to harmony and true freedom. Submission for the Lord's sake to 
those in governmental (2: 13-17) and social (2: 18-20) authority will foster a good 
testimony to outsiders. Before moving on to submission in marital relationships 
(3: 1-7), Peter again picks up the theme of Christian suffering (mentioned in 1:6-
7; 2: 12. 18-20) and uses Christ as the supreme model: He suffered sinlessly, 
silently, and as a substitute for the salvation of others (2:21-25; cf Is. 52:13-
53:12). Peter summarizes his appeal for Christlike submission and humility (3:8-
11).  

The Suffering of the Believer (3:13-5:14): Anticipating that growing opposition 
to Christianity will require a number of his readers to defend their faith and 
conduct, Peter encourages them to be ready to do so in an intelligent and 
gracious way (3: 13-16). Three times he tells them that if they must suffer, it 
should be for righteousness' sake and not as a result of sinful behavior (3: 17: 
see 2:20; 4: 15-16). The end of this chapter (3: 18-22) is an extremely difficult 
passage to interpret, and several options have been offered. Verses 19-20 may 
mean that Christ, during the period between His death and resurrection, 
addressed demonic spirits or the spirits of those who were alive before the Flood. 
Another interpretation is that Christ preached through Noah to his pre-Flood 
contemporaries. Verse 21 teaches that the inner attitude of repentance and 
identification with the work of Christ saves a person, and this attitude is reflected 
in water baptism. As believers in Christ, the readers are no longer to pursue the 
lusts of the flesh as they did formerly, but rather the will of God (4: 1-6). In view of 
the hardships that they may suffer, Peter exhorts them to be strong in their 
mutual love and to exercise their spiritual gifts in the power of God so that they 
will be built up (4:7-11). They should not be surprised when they are slandered 
and reviled for their faith because the sovereign God has a purpose in all things, 
and the time of judgment will come when His name and all who trust in Him will 
be vindicated (4: 12-19). They must therefore "commit their souls to Him in doing 
good" (4: 19). 
In a special word to the elders of the churches in these Roman provinces, Peter 
urges them to be diligent but gentle shepherds over the flocks that have been 
divinely placed under their care (5: 1-4). The readers as a whole are told to 
clothe themselves with humility toward one another and toward God who will 
exalt them at the proper time (5:5-7). They are to resist the adversary in the sure 
knowledge that their calling to God's eternal glory in Christ will be realized (5:8-
11). Peter ends his epistle by stating his theme ( The true grace of God ) and 
conveying greetings and a benediction (5: 12-14).  

Outline of First Peter

  

Part One: The Salvation of the Believer (1:1-2:12)  

I Salutation 1:1-2 
II Salvation of the Believer 

A. Hope for the Future 
1:3-12 
1:3-4 
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B. Trials for the Present 
C. Anticipation in the Past 

1:5-9 
1:10-12 

III Sanctification of the Believer 
A. Be Holy

 
B. Love One Another

 
C. Desire the Pure Milk of the Word

 
D. Offer Up Spiritual Sacrifices

 

E. Abstain from Fleshy Lusts

 
1:13-2:12 
1: 13-21 
1:22-25 
2: 1-3 
2:4-10 
2: ll-12 

 

Part Two: The Submission of the Believer (2:13-3:12)  

I Submission to the Government 2:13-17 
II Submission in Business 2:18-25 
III Submission in Marriage 3:1-8 
IV

 

Submission in All of Life 3:9-12 

  

Part Three: The Suffering of the Believer (3: 13-5: 14)  

I Conduct in Suffering 3:13-17 
II Christ s Example of Suffering 3:18-4:6 
III Commands in Suffering 4:7-19 
IV

 

Minister in Suffering 
A. Elders, Shepherd the Flock 
B. Saints, Humble Yourselves 

5:1-9 
5:1-4 
5:5-9 

V Benediction 5:10-14 

  

Summary in Points

  

Background: 

 

Written between A.D. 62-64 by the apostle Peter prior to Emperor Nero s 
death in A.D. 68 

 

Petros apostolos Iesou Christou .

  

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God s elect, strangers in this world. 
(1 Peter 1:1) 

 

Similar writing style in parts of 1 Peter and Peter s speeches as recorded 
in the Books of Acts.  

 

They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead. (1 Peter 4:5)   

 

And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He 
who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. (Acts 
10:42) 

 

Great persecution of Christians by Emperor Nero 

 

Christians throughout the Roman Empire 

 

Churches in Jerusalem scattered throughout Asia Minor 
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Others have suggested that the persecution occurred much later during 
the reigns of Emperors Domitian (A.D. 81-96) and Trajan (A.D.98-117)  

Critics:  

 
1 Peter 1:1 was a later addition 

 
Peter, a Galilean fisherman, could not have sufficient proficiency in Greek.  

 
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 

they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. (Acts 4:13) 

 

With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written 
to you. (1 Peter 5:12)   

Purpose: 

 

To prepare Christians to face persecution  

 

To give Christians a divine perspective of sufferings so that they could 
endure without wavering in their faith 

 

That the Christian s living hope should give them an attitude of submission 
in the midst of trials, to the good hand of God  

 

That Christians can overcome an attitude of bitterness and anxiety and 
live joyfully for Christ.    

The flowing Themes of 1 Peter: 
Salvation of the believer (1:1 to 2:12)  

       Submission of the believer (2:13 to 3:12)  

    Suffering of the believer (3:13 to 5:14)  

The Promise of Salvation for the believers:  

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ

 

from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if need be,  you have been grieved by various trials, (1 Peter 1:3-6)  

The response of Christians to salvation  sanctification: 

 

Live in reverent fear and trust God (1:17-21) 

 

conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;

  

Live holy lives (1:13-16) 

 

but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct  

 

Love one another (1:22-25) 

 

love another fervently with a pure heart...

  

Grow to be Christ-like (2:1-3)  
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An attitude of submission: 

 
A rooted understanding of the living hope of  resurrection 

 
Live life in the context of a pilgrim journeying to a better destiny, whether 
in the role of parent, child, husband, wife, servant, master, citizen, leaders 
etc  

 
An attitude of dependence and total submission to the perfect will of God   

The issue of suffering recurring theme: 

 

1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you 
have been grieved by various trials

  

2:21-25  because Christ also suffered  you should follow ..

  

3:13-17  you should suffer for righteousness sake .

  

4:12-19  that you partake of Christ s suffering, .

  

5:10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and settle you.

  

Reasons for suffering: 

 

For being a Christian, upholding the faith 

 

However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but 
praise God that you bear that name (4:16)  

 

For doing what is right 

 

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed 
(3:14) 

 

For holding on to the truth 

 

Because of sins 

 

If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other 
kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  (4:15)  

 

God s will  mystery to men but purposeful to God 

 

So then, those who suffer according to God s will should commit 
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. (4:19)  

Christian s attitude to suffering:  

 

Expect suffering 

 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
suffering, as though something strange were happening to you 
(4:12)  

 

Suffering is purposeful 

 

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. 
(3:14, 4:14) 

 

that the genuineness of your faith, though it is tested by fire, may 
be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ,  

 

Endure suffering patiently, intelligently, courageously and graciously 

 

Do not repay evil with evil or insult (2:21,3:9)  

 

Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.
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Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 

to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect .  

 
Rejoice despite suffering 

 
but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ s sufferings, that 

when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding 
joy. (4:13)  

 

Draw encouragement from the suffering of Christ 

 

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps (2:21-25) 

 

Continue to trust God in the midst of suffering 

 

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit 
their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. (4:19) 

 

casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. (5:7)       
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