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Jude

  
Introduction and Title-Fight! Contend! Do battle! - When apostasy arises, 
when false teachers emerge, when the truth of God is attacked, it is time to fight 
for the faith. Only believers who are spiritually in shape  can answer the 
summons. At the beginning of his letter Jude focuses on the believers' common 
salvation, but then feels compelled to challenge them to contend for the faith. 
The danger is real. False teachers have crept into the church, turning God's 
grace into unbounded license to do as they please. Jude reminds such men of 
God's past dealings with unbelieving Israel, disobedient angels, and wicked 
Sodom and Gomorrah. In the face of such danger Christians should not be 
caught off guard. The challenge is great, but so is the God who is able to keep 
them from stumbling. 
The Greek title Iouda, "Of Jude," comes from the name Ioudas which appears in 
verse 1.This name, which can be translated Jude or Judas, was popular in the 
first century because of Judas Maccabaeus (d. 160 B.C.), a leader of the Jewish 
resistance against Syria during the Maccabean revolt.  

Author - In spite of its limited subject matter and size, Jude was accepted as 
authentic and quoted by early church fathers. There may be some older 
allusions, but undisputed references to this epistle appear in the last quarter of 
the second century. It was included in the Muratorian Canon (c. A.D. 170) and 
accepted as part of Scripture by early leaders, such as Tertullian and Origen. 
Nevertheless, doubts arose concerning the place of Jude in the Canon because 
of its use of the Apocrypha. It was a disputed book in some parts of the church, 
but it eventually won universal recognition. The author identifies himself as "a 
servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James" (v. 1). This designation, combined 
with the reference in verse 17 to the apostles, makes it unlikely that this is the 
apostle Jude, called Judas the son of James in Luke 6:16 and in Acts 1:13. The 
Greek construction is better rendered in most modern translations as Judas the 
son of James,  so that the apostle Jude does not fit the description in Jude 1. 
This leaves the traditional view that Jude was one of the Lord's brothers, called 
Judas in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 (see Author  in James). 
His older brother James (note his position on the two lists) was the famous 
leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:13-21) and author of the epistle that 
bears his name. Like his brothers, Jude did not believe in Jesus before the 
Resurrection (John 7: 1-9: Acts 1: 14). The only other biblical allusion to him is in 
First Corinthians 9:5 there it is recorded that the brothers of the Lord took their 
wives along on their missionary journeys (the Judas of Acts 15:22, 32 may be 
another reference to him). Extra biblical tradition adds nothing to our limited 
knowledge of Jude.  

Date and Setting - Jude s general address does not mark out any particular 
circle of readers, and there are no geographical restrictions. Nevertheless, he 
probably had in mind a specific region that was being troubled by false teachers. 
There is not enough information in the epistle to settle the question of whether 
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his readers were predominately Jewish or gentile Christians (there is probably a 
mixture of both). In any case, the progress of the faith in their region was 
threatened by a number of apostates who rejected Christ in practice and 
principle. These proud libertines were especially dangerous because of their 
deceptive flattery (v. 16) and infiltration of Christian meetings (v. 12). They 
perverted the grace of God (v. 4) and caused divisions in the church (v. 19). 
Jude s description of these heretics is reminiscent of that found in Second Peter 
and leads to the issue of the relationship between the two epistles (see Author 
in Second Peter), The strong similarity between Second Peter 2: 1-3:4 and 
verses 4-18 can hardly be coincidental, but the equally obvious differences rule 
out the possibility that one is a mere copy of the other. It is also doubtful that both 
authors independently drew from an unknown third source, so the two remaining 
options are that Peter used Jude or Jude used Peter. Both views have their 
advocates and a number of arguments have been raised in support of either 
side. But two arguments for the priority of Second Peter are so strong that they 
tip the scales in favor of this position: (1) A comparison of the two books shows 
that Second Peter anticipates the future rise of apostate teachers (2 Pet. 2: 1-2: 
3:3) while Jude records the historical fulfillment of Peter's words (vv. 4, 11-12. 17-
18): (2) Jude directly quotes Second Peter 3:3 and acknowledges it as a quote 
from the apostles". (cf. 1 Tim. 4: 1: 2 Tim. 3: 1). 
Because of the silence of the New Testament and tradition concerning Jude s 
later years, we cannot know where this epistle was written. Nor is there any way 
to be certain of its date. Assuming the priority of Second Peter (A.D. 64-66), the 
probable range is A.D. 66-80. (Jude's silence concerning the destruction of 
Jerusalem does not prove that he wrote this letter before A.D. 70.)  

Theme and Purpose - This epistle is intensely concerned with the threat of 
heretical teachers in the church and the believer's proper response to that threat. 
The contents reveal two major purposes:  
(1) To condemn the practices of the ungodly libertines who were infesting the 
churches and corrupting believers, and  
(2) To counsel the readers to stand firm, grow in their faith and contend for the 
truth. Jude says little about the actual doctrines of these hidden reefs, but they 
might have held to an antinomian version of Gnosticism (see Date and Setting 
in First John). The readers are encouraged to reach out to those who have been 
misled by these men.  

Keys to Jude

  

Key Word: Contend for the Faith   

Key verse (3) - Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our 
common salvation. I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints (v. 3).  
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Christ in Jude - In contrast to those who stand condemned by their 
licentiousness and denial of Christ (v, 4), the believer is "preserved in Jesus 
Christ . (v1). Jude tells his readers to "keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life " (v, 21). But at the 
same time, the Lord is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy  (v. 24),  

Contribution to the Bible: Like his brother James, Jude used highly descriptive 
and slinging words to describe those who compromise the truth. Both use 
considerable nature imagery and a highly succinct style. Both lay strong stress 
on ethical purity and display loving concern for their readers in spite of the stern 
approach. Errorists were not to be persecuted but rescued and shown mercy, 
Though James and Jude were raised in the same household with Jesus, they 
both humbly refer to themselves as His bond-servants. One unusual feature of 
this epistle is its abundant use of triads of thought. Examples can be found in 
verse 1 (Jude, servant, brother; called, sanctified, preserved), verse 2 (mercy, 
peace, love), verses 5-7 (people, angels. those who did not believe), verse 11 
(Cain, Balaam, Korah), verses 22-23 (some, others, them), and verses 24-25 
(before, now, forever). The letter itself naturally breaks into three divisions (1-4, 
5-16, 17-25), Jude makes a surprising number of references to Old Testament 
characters and events in view of its brevity. But many have been troubled by its 
evident use of two first-century pseudepigraphal books. Verse 9 apparently 
alludes to the Assumption of Moses, and verses 14-15 clearly quote from the 
Book of Enoch (see 1:9). But this does not mean that Jude was thereby affirming 
the authority of these books; he was merely using them to illustrate a point much 
like Paul when he cited the Greek poets Aratus (see Acts 17:28). Menander (see 
I Cor. 15:33), and Epimenides (see Titus I: 1 2).  

Survey of Jude - A surprisingly large number of the Pauline and non-Pauline 
Epistles confront the problem of false teachers, and almost all of them allude to 
it. But Jude goes beyond all other New Testament epistles in its relentless and 
passionate denunciation of the apostate teachers who have crept in unnoticed. 
(v 4). With the exception of its salutation (vv. 1-2) and doxology (vv. 24-25), the 
entire epistle revolves around this alarming problem. Combining the theme of 
Second Peter with the style of James, Jude is potent in spite of its brevity. This 
urgent letter has four major sections: purpose of Jude (vv. 1-4): description of 
false teachers (vv. 5-16): defense against false teachers (vv. 17-23): and 
doxology of Jude (vv. 24-25).  

Purpose of Jude (vv. 1-4): Jude addresses his letter to believers who are 
sanctified , preserved,' and 'called.'" and wishes for them the threefold blessing 

of mercy, peace and love (vv. 1-2). Grim news about the encroachment of false 
teachers in the churches has impelled Jude to put aside his commentary on 
salvation to write this timely word of rebuke and warning (vv. 3-4). In view of 
apostates who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness  and deny Christ, it 
is crucial that believers contend earnestly for the faith.
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Description of False Teachers (vv. 5-16): Jude begins his extended expose of 
the apostate teachers by illustrating their ultimate doom with three examples of 
divine judgment from the Pentateuch (vv. 5-7). God impartially judged: (1) Those 
from among His chosen people who refused to believe (v. 5): (2) fallen angels (v. 
6; cf. Gen. 6: 1-4; 2 Pet. 2:4); and (3) the immoral Gentiles described in Genesis 
18-19 (v. 7). Like unreasoning animals, these apostates are ruled by the things 
they revile, and they are destroyed by the things they practice (vv. 8-10). Even 
the archangel Michael is more careful in his dealings with superhuman powers 
than are these arrogant men. Jude focuses more on the teachers of the heresy 
than on the heresy of the teachers, assuming that his readers are familiar with 
the details. He compares these men to three spiritually rebellious men from 
Genesis (Cain) and Numbers (Balaam and Korah) who incurred the 
condemnation of God (v. 11). Verses 12-13 succinctly summarize their character 
with five highly descriptive metaphors taken from nature: spots in your feasts, 
clouds without water, uprooted trees, raging waves, and wandering stars.  Jude 
catalogs some of their practices (v. 16) after affirming the judgment of God upon 
such ungodly men with a quote from the non-canonical book of Enoch (vv. 14-
15).   

Defense against False Teachers (vv. 17-23): This letter has been exposing 
apostate teachers (vv. 8, 10, 12, 14, 16), but now Jude directly addresses his 
readers ("'But you, beloved, remember" v. 17). He reminds them of the apostolic 
warning that such men would come (vv. 17-19) and encourages them to protect 
themselves against the onslaught of apostasy (vv. 20-21). The readers must 
become mature in their own faith so that they will be able to rescue those who 
are enticed or already ensnared by error (vv. 22-23). Believers are to show 
mercy, not belligerence, when contending for the faith. They should hate the 
heresy but have compassion on those who are victimized.  

Doxology of Jude (vv. 24-25): Jude closes with one of the greatest doxologies 
in the Bible. It emphasizes the power of Christ to keep those who trust in Him 
from being overthrown by error.   

Outline of Jude

  

I Purpose of Jude 1-4 
II Description of False Teachers 

A. Past Judgment of False Teachers 
B. Present Judgment of False 
Teachers 
C. Future Judgment of False 
Teachers 

5-16 
5-7 
8-13  

14-16 

III Defense against False Teachers 17-23 
IV

 

Doxology of Jude 24-25 
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Summary of Points:

  
Introduction & Title:  Judah in Hebrew & Judas in Greek  

Author:  One of the four half brothers of Jesus; Not the apostle Judas (son of   
               James)  

Date & Setting: Audience unknown; Probably Jewish & Gentile Christians; 
     A.D. 66 to 80  

Theme & Purpose:  To condemn the practices of the ungodly; To contend for   
                                  the truth  

Survey of Jude: 

 

Purpose of Jude (v 1-4) 

 

Description of false teachers (v 5-16) 
o The unbelieving chosen people (v 5) 
o Fallen angels (v 6) 
o The immoral Gentiles in Gen 18-19 (v 7) 
o Jude focuses more on the teachers of the heresy than on the 

heresy of the teachers 
o Spots in your feasts 
o Clouds without water 
o Uprooted trees 
o Raging waves and wandering stars 

 

Defense against false teachers (v 17-23) 

 

Doxology of Jude (v 24-25)  
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