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Spiritual Lessons

  
We have just heard about the overview and themes of the 3 books. Let us now briefly put 
together some key points to show the lessons we can learn from the 3 books presented.  
Since a big portion of Jude (v 4-18) is very similar to the 2nd chapter of 2nd Peter, we reckon it 
suffice for this short presentation to look at the key lessons from 1st and 2nd Peter.    

Here is a long list of  comparison of key points between the 2 epistles put forth by Wilkinson 
... some pairs, as you can see, appear more as a contrast ; and some pairs, seem to overlap 
each other. For a good focus, we will only examine the first 3 important pairs  where: 

   the first pair summarizes the source of the problem,    

the second pair contrasts the Lord s return, and   

  the third pair compares the keywords or themes of the 2 books.  

Firstly, let s look at the External vs Internal Opposition:  

External Opposition (Persecution / hostility)

  

Peter encouraged Christians to respond 
appropriately to external persecution. 

1 Peter 4:14 

Internal Opposition (False teaching / heresy)

  

Peter emphasized truth as the antidote to 
false teaching.  

2 Peter 2:1-3 

 

Peter writes the 1st epistle to prepare the early Christians for the suffering that they are facing 
from the persecution. He encourages his readers to show stamina and commitment to their 
faith 

 

demonstrating a distinctive obedient behavior in relation to their rulers, earthly masters, 
families and to one another.  

 

living a life that shows diligence in pursuing moral excellence, 
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and selfless love. He 
reminds them that although God may be long suffering in sending His judgment, it will come  

surely and certainly.  

Peter echoes Matthew in that "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven Matt 5:10.  

In 2nd Peter, in order to deal with the internal opposition from the false teachers, the apostle 
calls for growth in grace and knowledge of Christ  this is the best antidote against the 
erroneous teaching and there is no better way. Peter also describes the moral errors of the 
heretics and exposes their doctrinal error. He rejects the worldly reasoning that since there is 
no judgment in the past, there will be none in the future.  He then goes on to remind the 
people to read the prophets (2Peter 3:1-2) and to remember the Word of the Lord. Very 
clearly, Peter prescribes Christian growth as an antidote against the spread of false teaching.  

Next, the Lord s return which is both a comfort and caution.  
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Hope in the Lord s Return  a comfort

  
God s blessing for righteous suffering  
1 Peter 3:14a 

 
Resurrection and the return of Christ as 
the basis of Christian hope and holy 
living. 

     1 Peter 1:3,13  

Confidence in the Lord s Return  a caution

  
Warning against false teaching 
infiltrating the church. 

2 Peter 2:1-9, 3:1-4 

 
Affirming the return of Christ. 

2 Peter 3:13 

 

Hope characterizes the book of 1st Peter; some scholars even say that Hope can be 
considered as the key theme.  This hope, grounded in the death and resurrection of Christ, is 
offered to the readers in the midst of difficult times.  The apostle assures the readers that even 
if they should suffer for righteousness, God would bless them.  He comforts them by asking 
them to reflect on Christ s suffering and vindication.  And as he goes on to affirm the 
resurrection as the Christian source of hope (1Peter 1:3), the return of Christ becomes an 
incentive for holy living. These exhortations of Peter have led many to call Peter the apostle of 
hope, just as Paul has been called the apostle of faith, and John the apostle of love.  

In 2nd Peter, this same hope shifts the emphasis from a hope by which one can live  to a 
hope on which one can count. Doubters, scoffers and idolaters should be cautioned and 
assured that God does not delay in coming because He lacks power or concern. Rather, what 
the unfaithful interprets as delay, the faithful knows it to be patience and mercy; for God is "not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance" (3:9).  

Lastly, Suffering vs Knowledge which are the keywords or themes of the books.  

Suffering  occurs 16 times

  

Beloved, do not think it strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing 
happened to you; but rejoice to the 
extent that you partake of Christ's 
sufferings, that when His glory is 
revealed, you may also be glad with 
exceeding joy . 

          1Peter 4:12-13 

Knowledge  in Greek, occurs 16 times

  

You therefore, beloved, since you 
know this beforehand, beware lest you 
also fall from your own steadfastness, 
being led away with the error of the 
wicked; but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ . 

      2 Peter 3:17-18 

 

1st Peter may well be called the Job of the New Testament because of its theme of 
undeserved suffering. The words suffer , suffered , or suffering occurs 16 times.  Peter s 
purpose is to encourage his readers that God s grace enables them to live appropriately 
despite the suffering they have already experienced and, undoubtedly, will still continue to 
suffer.  They are encouraged to be selfless in the midst of suffering and to look ahead, in faith, 
to the completion of their salvation at the return of Christ. The promise, reiterated again and 
again, is that suffering precedes glory.  
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In 2nd Peter, the word knowledge - in Greek - also appears 16 times. Before his imminent 
death, Peter writes this epistle as a reminder of the truths his readers already know in order to 
stimulate them to wholesome thinking(3:1b) 

 
that is, to have both a knowledge of error as 

well as truth (3:18).  His readers are to seek knowledge to combat false teaching.  However, 
the apostle is not content with head knowledge alone.  This knowledge must work itself out in 
godly behavior, armed with a cautiousness that protects them from being ensnared by the 
error of the heresies surrounding them.    

To conclude, indeed there are many more lessons that we can pick up from the 3 books 
presented this morning.  However, we would like to wrap up by leaving you with 3 key 
applications, one from each book:  

1. 1 Peter: Your response to suffering for Christ will either draw or repel unbelievers                                              
to Christ. 

  Is your attitude to suffering pleasing to God? 

2. 2 Peter: Never stop being a student of the Scripture.  If you do, you will stop growing in 
grace and knowledge of Christ, and you will eventually either tolerate or promote 
heresy. In this light 

 

          Are you growing in the knowledge of God?  

3. Jude: False teaching is now even more rampant in this present age. 

Do you confront false teaching and godlessness in the church? 

Let us be on guard and not fall into spiritual ruin and work towards a glorious entrance into 
God s presence.     

Summary in Points:

 

1 & 2 Peter Comparisons -   

1 Peter 2 Peter 

External Opposition Internal Opposition 

Hope in the Lord s return Confidence in the Lord s return 

Suffering Knowledge 

Holiness Maturity 

Hostility Heresy 

Antagonism Apostasy 

Endurance Steadfastness 

Waiting Warning 

Submission Error 

Comfort Caution 

Pain with a Purpose

 

Poison in the Pew
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1 Peter 2 Peter 

SOURCE OF PROBLEM  

External Opposition Internal Opposition 

  
LORD S RETURN 

Hope and comfort Confidence and caution 

  

KEYWORDS/THEMES 

Suffering Knowledge 

 

Spiritual Lessons from the source of problem:

 

External Opposition (Persecution/Hostility) - Peter encouraged Christians to respond  

appropriately to external persecution (1 Peter 4:14) 

Internal Opposition (False teaching/Heresy) - Peter emphasized truth as the antidote to 
false teaching (2 Peter 2:1-3) 

Hope in the Lord s Return  A Comfort - God s blessing for righteous suffering (1 Peter 
3:14a); Resurrection and the return of Christ as the basis of Christians hope and holy living 
(1 Peter 1:3, 13) 

Confidence in the Lord s Return  A Caution - Warning against false teaching infiltrating 
the church (2 Peter 2:1-9, 3:1-4); Affirming the return of Christ (2 Peter 3:13) 

Suffering  occurs 16 times - V12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; V13 but rejoice to the 
extent that you partake of Christ s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be 
glad with exceeding joy. (1 Peter 4:12-13) 

Knowledge  in Greek, 16 times - V17 You therefore, beloved, since you know these things 
beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the 
error of the wicked; V18a but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ (2 Peter 3:17-18)  

Conclusion: 

Key Applications -  

 

1 Peter - Is your attitude to suffering pleasing to God? 

 

2 Peter - Are you growing in the knowledge of the Lord? 

 

Jude - Do you confront false teachings and godlessness in the church?  
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