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Exodus 1-6

God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your 
descendants will be strangers in a land that is not 

theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four 
hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom 
they will serve, and afterward they will come out with 

many possessions.” (Gn 15:13-14)
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Exodus 1-15

• Introduction
• Period of sojourn, wandering
• Dating the exodus (Early Date, 

Late Date, Merneptah stele)
• The New Kingdom
• Pharaohs of the New Kingdom
• Ramesses II
• Ex 1 The Pharaoh of the oppression
• Ex1 Brickmaking (Rekhmire)
• Ex1 Mudbrick of Ramesses II
• Ex1 Slaves in Egypt
• Ex1 Semites in Egypt
• Ex 1 Population curbs
• Ex1 Egyptian birthstool
• Ex 1 Pithom and Raameses (Pithom (

Avaris, palace), Raamses (
Israelite-like villa)

• Ex 2:1-2 Moses’ parents
• Ex 2:3 The Nile, Moses’ basket
• Ex 2 Egyptian princess
• Ex 2 Son of Pharaoh's daughter, 

Moses at the palace
• Ex 2:15 

The Pharaoh who wanted to kill Moses 
(Thutmose III)

• Ex 2:15 Midian
• Ex 3 Moses (shepherd, burning bush)
• Ex 4, 7 Moses returns to Egypt
• Ex 5:2 The Pharaoh of the exodus
• Ex 5:3-4 Religious feasts and idleness
• Ex 5:6-7 Taskmasters
• Ex 5:6-8 Bricks and straw
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Introduction

• The Exodus is the primary event of redemption in the OT. God 
delivered His people from slavery in Egypt, making a covenant with 
them at Sinai, and eventually bringing them into the land of promise.

• The name “Exodus” for this book is derived from its name in LXX 
exodos “departing” (Ex 19:1). 

• The Torah knows this book from its first two words we’elleh ŝe’môt 
“these are the names” (often just ŝe’môt). 



Exodus 1-6 4

Period of the Sojourn in Egypt and the Wilderness 
Wanderings

• Joseph was 30 yr old when he became Egypt’s vizier (Gn 41:46)
• He was 39 when Jacob’s family came to Goshen (45:11), 56 when 

Jacob died (47:28) and 110 when he died (50:26), giving at least 71 
undisturbed years for the Israelites in Egypt.

• Moses was 40 yr old when he fled Egypt (Ac 7:25), 80 when he 
encountered the LORD in a burning bush and returned to Egypt (Ex 
7:30).

• The Israelites were enslaved for 400 years (a round number): God 
said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved 
and oppressed four hundred years. (Gn 15:13)

• "But God spoke to this effect, that his DESCENDANTS WOULD BE 
ALIENS IN A FOREIGN LAND, AND THAT THEY WOULD BE 
ENSLAVED AND MISTREATED FOR FOUR HUNDRED YEARS.” 
(Ac 7:6)
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Period of the Sojourn in Egypt and the Wilderness 
Wanderings

• The Israelites spent exactly 430 years in Egypt, from the day Jacob’s family 
of 75 arrived till the day the Israelites departed from Goshen: Now the time 
that the sons of Israel lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. And 
at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the very day, all the hosts of 
the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. (Ex 12:40-41)

• This period of 430 years before the Law was given in Mt Sinai is affirmed by 
Paul in Gal 3:16-17 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his 
seed [note: including Isaac and Jacob]…the Law, which came four hundred 
and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by 
God, so as to nullify the promise. 

• The Exodus took place 480 years before Solomon laid the foundations of 
the First Temple in his 4th regnal year, on 2 Ziv, 966/967 BC: Now it came 
about in the four hundred and eightieth year after the sons of Israel came 
out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in 
the month of Ziv which is the second month, that he began to build the 
house of the LORD. (1 Ki 6:1)

• He began to build on the second day in the second month of the fourth year 
of his reign. (2 Ch 3:2)

• Taken literally, the Exodus thus took place in 1445/1446, the 3rd year of 
Amenhotep II (1447-21). 
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Period of the Sojourn in Egypt and the Wilderness 
Wanderings

• Other chronological points:
• The Egyptians commenced building the store cities of Pithom and Rameses (Ex 1:11)
• The Exodus took place on 15 Abib (12:1,6; 13:4; Nu 33:3)
• On 15 Ziv in the 1st year of wandering, Israel arrived in the Desert of Sin and the Lord 

provided them manna and quail (16:1)
• On 22 Ziv, they observed the first Sabbath (16:23)
• On the 1 (?) Sivan, the 3rd month (7th week of their departure), they encamped at the foot 

of Mt Sinai (19:1)
• On 1 Abib, Year 2, the Tabernacle was set up (40:1,17) (excluding two periods of 40 days 

each that Moses spent on the mountain and the intervening golden calf incident, the 
Israelites took about 6 months preparing the Tabernacle and its furnishings)

• On 14 Abib, Year 2, the first Passover in the wilderness was observed (Nu 9:3)
• On 1 Ziv, Year 2, the Lord commanded Israel to take a census of all the men 20 years old 

and above) (Nu 1:1-3)
• On 20 Ziv, Israel departed from Mt Sinai (11 months at Mt Sinai)
• In Abib, Year 40 (?) Miriam died at Kadesh. 
• On 1 Ab (5th month), Year 40, Aaron at age 123 died on Mt Hor (Nu 33:38)
• At age 120, Moses died at Mt Nebo and was buried in the valley opposite Beth Peor (Dt 

34:7)
• On 15 Abib, Year 41 Passover observed in Gilgal on the W Bank, manna ceased (Jo 4:10-

12)
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Dating the Exodus• Some of the scepticism about 
Israel’s sojourn in Egypt relates 
to the difficulty of dating it. No 
synchronism exists between 
any event recorded in the Book 
of Exodus and a dated 
occurrence documented in 
extra-biblical sources. 

• Mainly two dates are 
suggested: 

• The “Early Date”: conservative, 
literalistic view, date of the 
exodus falls in 1445/46 during 
the reign of Amenhotep II.

• The “Late Date”: Since the 
1930s, the majority view has 
dated the exodus and conquest 
to the 13th c, at the end of the 
LBA. The exodus was around 
1290 (the most favoured date) 
in the 10th year of Rameses II. 

Chart showing the dates for Palestinian archaeological periods and early biblical 
history in the conventional and revised schemes; also the major periods of 
Egyptian history. All dates shown are approximate. (John J Bimson)
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Support for the Early Date
• Based on biblical data as primary source material for the exodus-conquest model, a 

satisfactory correlation can be achieved between biblical history and external 
archaeological and historical evidence (Dr Bryant Wood).
1. Date of the exodus-conquest The internal chronological data of the Bible (1 Ki 6:1; Jg 

11:26, and 1 Ch 6:33–37) consistently support a date of 1446 for the exodus and, 
consequently, a date of 1406-1400 for the conquest of Canaan. 

2. Historical correlations: 
(a) The order to build Pithom and Rameses, if by either Seti I or Rameses II and the 

latter was the pharaoh of the exodus, could not have preceded the exodus by many 
years, 30 years at the most. The Exodus account implies a much longer time as the 
order was part of Egypt’s initial afflictions of the Israelites. Following this, other 
methods to curtail their population growth were taken. 

(b) The Pharaoh who died while Moses was in Midian was the same as the one whom he 
fled form. This implies that this Pharaoh must have ruled at least 40 years. Thutmose 
III died in 1450, just 4 years before the calculated date of 1446, and had ruled since 
1482. 

2. Support from Palestinian archaeology Evidence from the three sites destroyed during 
the conquest, i.e., Jericho, Ai, and Hazor, correlates well with the biblical date and 
descriptions of those destructions. Moreover, evidence for Eglon’s palace at Jericho 
(Jg 3:12–30), dating to c. 1300, and the destruction of Hazor c. 1230 (Jg 4:24) also 
support a late 15th c date for the conquest.

3. Support from Egyptian archaeology: Rameses, EA Letters and Merenptah stele (n)
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Support for the Early Date
• The Bible reading in two chronological statements favours an earlier date (the 15th c is aka LB I. 

If the traditional date for the Exodus is correct, the Israelites would have invaded Canaan around 
1400, the end of LB I):

– Solomon began the building of the Jerusalem temple 480 years (440 in LXX) after the Exodus (1Ki 
6:1). Since this is quite well established as 966 BC ± 5 years, the exodus date falls in mid-15th c

– Jephthah claimed that Israel up to then had possessed Transjordan for 300 years (Jg 11:26). 
Since he preceded Saul (late 11th c) by at least several decades (his judgeship is estimated to 
have begun between 1130 and 1073), this occupation of Transjordan could not be later than 1350. 

• The Bible speaks of an historical exodus in Dyn 18. The fact that for 3 generations the royal 
families of the Dyn 18 pharaohs (Ahmose to Thutmose II), had no male offspring favours the 
assumption that Moses, a Hebrew boy, could have become a beloved foster son of a royal 
princess much more easily than under the Dyn 19 kings when there was no dearth of sons. 

• If Hatshepsut was the princess who adopted Moses, and perhaps loved him more than the 
illegitimate son (the future Thutmose III) of her husband, we can understand why Thutmose III 
hated his stepmother and why after his accession to the throne he did everything possible to 
erase her name and memory from history. 

• Also the existence of Semitic slaves employed in the building operations of Thutmose I and III 
can refer to Israel’s enslavement. 

• With a 15th c Exodus, the Habiru (accepted today as an epithet, not an ethnic term) invasion of 
Canaan in the first half of the 14th c as depicted in EA, could then be linked to the invasion of the 
Hebrews. The famous relief in Haremhab’s tomb at Saqqara (built c. 1360) shows Canaanite 
refugees begging Egy authorities to allow them to enter Egypt, saying that their cities had been 
burned down and that after having lived like beasts in the field they had finally managed to make 
their way to her border. This scene can be explained as Canaanites who had been driven out of 
their country by Israel. 

• Merneptha’s stele, the earliest (c. 1225) extant of such contemporaneous reference, says he 
met “Israel” in a military campaign in Israel after listing Canaan, Ascalon, Gezer and Yanoam; 
this does not give the impression that the Israelites had just left Egypt, either under his father’s 
reign or his own. 
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Support for the Late Date
• The 13th c exodus-conquest model was formulated by Wm F Albright in the 

1930s based largely on Palestinian archaeological evidence. Scholars (those 
who have not rejected the concept of an exodus-conquest altogether) find  
support for the Late Date as follows:

• Destruction findings at Tell Beit Mirsim (Debir?), Bietin (Bethel?), Lachish and 
Hazor, in each of which a violent destruction layer was found dating to end 
13th c followed either by abandonment or poor IR I settlement. The 
destruction is attributed to Joshua’s conquest (see n for other sites). 

• K A Kitchen concluded that the Sinai covenant of Exodus, Leviticus, 
Deuteronomy and the renewal in Joshua 24, most closely matched late 2nd 
millennium Hittite treaties c 1400-1200.

• Different interpretation of numbers given by the Bible. The “480 years” in 1 Ki 
6:1 is not a total time span, but rather 12 (ideal) generations of 40 years 
each; Jephthah’s “300 years” in Jg 11:26 is mere bluster. The writer of 1 
Kings estimated the length of a generation as 40 years, but 25 years is a 
better estimate. So modern-critical scholars concluded that the Exodus took 
place about 300 years before Solomon, in the 13th c. This would have placed 
the conquest about 1225 (LB IIb).

• The mention of Rameses in 1:11, presumed to be the delta capital Pi-
Ramesse built by and named after Rameses II, who lived in the 13th c. 
Earlier, scholars had thought the name Rameses was simply a historical 
update given by a later editor (similar to the mention of the city of Dan in Gn 
14). However, no remains of the city built by Rameses II in Goshen were 
found from the 15th c. 



Exodus 1-6 11

Support for the Late Date
• There are no Egyptian records of Hatshepsut having adopted anyone as her son. 
• There was no royal centre nr Pi-Ramesse from the time of the expulsion of the 

Hyksos ca 1555 until Horemhab (ca 1320). A palace is needed for Moses and Aaron 
to confront Pharaoh, and for the Israelite foremen to appear before Pharaoh.  [Such a 
structure has been found since 1990 at Ezbet Helmi, just under 2km SW of Pi-
Ramesse]. 

• Although conservative scholars have associated EA‘s references to Apiru with the 
Israelite invaders of Canaan, this association is not conclusive and does not 
constitute proof that the 15th c invaders of Canaan were Hebrews. 

• Pharaoh Seti I campaigned in Canaan in about 1300 and made no mention of the 
Israelites. C. 1290 (using the "middle chronology" for Dyn 19), Rameses II also 
campaigned in Canaan, but made no mention of the Israelites. Moreover, the Bible is 
silent on these pharaohs’ military campaigns, suggesting that the Israelites were not 
then in Canaan (as a 15th c date would demand). 

• Around 1225, Pharaoh Merneptah who campaigned in Canaan does mention Israel. 
Since the earlier pharaohs failed to mention the presence of the Israelites, and 
Merneptah does, the conclusion was drawn that the Israelites must have arrived in 
Canaan between 1290 and 1225, rather than at the end of the 15th c. 

• Nelson Glueck found no settled communities in the area of ancient Ammon, Moab 
and Edom between 2300 and 1300. Since Israel did ask permission to pass through 
the area, and Moab and Edom did not exist as settled kingdoms until about 1300, the 
Israelites must have made their requests during the 1200s (the 13th c).

• Archaeological arguments based on LBA/IRA culture (n).
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Support for the Late Date
• "We are told (Ex 1:11) that Hebrews were forced to labour at the building of Pithom and 

Raamses. The former lies at Tell er-Reta'beh, W of Lake Timsah in NE Egypt; the latter is none 
other than the ancient Hyksos capital Avaris, rebuilt and again made the capital by Sethos I and 
Ramesses 11, and called by the latter the 'House of Ramesses.' That Ex 1:11 refers to this 
seems certain. It is interesting that the capital was regularly referred to as 'House of Ramesses' 
down through the 11th c, after which the name seems to have dropped from general use, to be 
replaced by the familiar name of Tanis. In the reign of Haremhab (c 1333-1306) the 400th 
anniversary of the city’s founding was celebrated; later Ramesses II erected a stele there. 
Whether there is some connection between this and the traditional 430 years (Ex 12:40) of 
Israel’s stay in Egypt (in Gn 15:13, 400 years), and whether this would place their coming there 
in the Hyksos period, is uncertain and should not be pressed. But the coincidence of the figures, 
plus the statement (Nu 13:22) that Hebron was built 7 years before Zoan (Avaris), leaves the 
suspicion that Hebrews knew of the era of Avaris....

• "If Hebrews laboured at Avaris, then they must have been in Egypt at least in the reign of 
Sethos I (ca. 1305-1290), and probably of Ramesses II (ca. 1290-1224), under whom the 
rebuilding of that city was accomplished. On the other hand, if the destruction of various 
Palestinian cities late in the 13th c (see below) is to be connected with the Israelite conquest, as 
many have believed, the exodus from Egypt must have taken place perhaps a generation 
before that. If it were certain that the Israel defeated by Marniptah in his 5th year (c 1220) was a 
part of the group that had come from Egypt, we would have something like a fixed date from 
which to work; but, unfortunately, it is not certain. Moreover, Israel’s encounter with the 
Edomites and Moabites (Nu chs. 20; 21), unless one declare the tradition unhistorical, forbids a 
date for Israel’s arrival before the 13th c (when these two peoples first appear in contemporary 
texts), and might be held rather to suggest a date in the 12th, since these areas do not seem to 
have had an appreciable sedentary population earlier. We can set no fixed date for the exodus, 
nor can we be sure in the reign of which Pharaoh it took place. But a date rather well on in the 
13th c, perhaps late in the reign of Ramesses II, seems plausible.“ (John Bright, A History of Israel, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: The Westminster Press 1981)
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Dating Exodus (Merneptah 
stele)

• The famous Merneptah Stele is relevant, if 
inconclusive, to dating the exodus. The 
Israel Stele, as it is sometimes called, is a 
hieroglyphic account of Pharaoh 
Merneptah’s military campaigns, including 
one in Canaan. Merneptah boasts that he 
has destroyed several named cities and 
Israel is laid waste and his seed is not. 

• An Egyptian sign called a determinative is 
attached to the name Israel, telling us that 
Israel is a people. Different signs are used 
to indicate a city or a state. The campaign 
described in the stele can be confidently 
dated to 1205 ± 1-2 years. About all this 
there is universal agreement. 

• Some have used the Stele to support the 
Late Date, in c. 1250. 

• Those who deny that there was an exodus 
argue that the “Israel” referred to in the 
Stele is different from the Israel of the 
Bible. 

Passage from the Merneptah Stele Inscription showing the word 
"Israel" From 4th year of Merneptah (1212-1202) reading as follows:
The princes are prostrate, saying: "Mercy!"
Not one raises his head among the Nine Bows. 
Desolation is for Tehenu; Hatti is pacified; 
Plundered is the Canaan with every evil; 
Carried off is Ashkelon; seized upon is Gezer; 
Yanoam is made as that which does not exist; 
Israel is laid waste, his seed is not;
Hurru is become a widow for Egypt! 
All lands together, they are pacified; 
Everyone who was restless, he has been bound.

The 3 characters on the L [woman, man, bent throwstick], along 
with the three vertical strokes beneath the first two, indicate that 
"Israel" refers to a people, not a land or a city like Ashkelon, Gezer, 
and Yanoam. In other words, Israel was an unsettled people in or 
near Canaan at this time. Translation by John Wilson in J. B. 
Pritchard, ANET, p. 378. 
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The New Kingdom
• The New Kingdom (Dyn 18-20, 1550-1070): The 

Hyksos (Egy. for “foreign rulers”), were Canaanite 
traders who had emigrated from S Canaan. 

• Under the leadership of Ahmose, the Egyptians drove 
out the hated foreign Hyksos who had occupied the E 
Nile delta and made their capital at Avaris. Following 
this, Ahmose reunified the country and established 
the powerful Dyn 18.

• NK was a time of great prosperity in Egypt. The 
massive building projects at Thebes, the religious 
centre and sometime capital of the period, 
demonstrate the power and wealth of the kings of 
NK. 

• The Temple of Amun at Karnak, the Luxor Temple 
and the many mortuary temples on the W bank of the 
Nile record great battles and other royal exploits. 
Several kings of Dyn 18 led campaigns into Israel, 
parts of which were brought under Egyptian control.

Bust of Pharaoh Ahmose, 
founder of Dyn 18, Brooklyn 
Museum of Art 
(ABR/Michael Luddeni)
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Pharaohs of the New Kingdom (Dyn 18)

1348-13201323-1295Haremhab
1352-13481327-1323Aya
1361-13521336-1327Tutankhamun
1336-13611338-1336Smenkhkare
1379-13621352-1336Amenophis IV or Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten)
1417-13791390-1352Amenophis III or Amenhotep III
1425-14171400-1390Thutmosis IV or Thutmose IV
1450-14251427-1400Amenophis II or Amenhotep II (n)
1504-14501479-1425Thutmosis III or Thutmose III (ruled > 30 yrs)
1503-14821479-1457Hatshepsut (both stepmother and aunt of Thutmose III)

c. 1512-15041492-1479Thutmosis II or Thutmose II (died at about the age of 30 
after a reign of some 14 years)

1525-15121504-1492Thutmosis I or Thutmose I
1546-15261525-1504Amenophis I or Amenhotep I
1570-15461550-1525Ahmosis or Ahmose

High Chronology
(Stern  

1993:1530)

Low Chronology
(Stern 1993:1530)

Pharaoh
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Pharaohs of the New Kingdom (Dyn 19)

* Pharaohs who ruled > 30 years 

1188-1186 Tewosret
1194-1188 Siptah
1200-1194 Seti II
1203-1200 Amenmesses
1213-1203 Merenptah
1279-1213 Rameses II
1294-1279 Seti I
1295-1279 Rameses I
Dyn 19 (1295-1186)
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Rameses II • The new king who did not know Joseph and 
who oppressed the Israelites is never 
identified by name in Exodus. But it was 
customary in NK to call the king simply 
“pharaoh,” as if it were a proper name. 

• (L) Mummy of Ramesses the Great found in 
the sarcophagus. 

• Modern scholars consider him the tyrant 
who enslaved the Israelites and forced them 
to build supply cities. 

• The area of the Israelite settlement in Egypt 
is called the region of Rameses (Gn 47:11). 
The city built by the Israelites, known to be a 
royal one, is named Raamses (Ex 1:11) 
named after the king, and this was the 
rallying point for their departure from Egypt 
(12:37; Nu 33:3, 5). These seem to strongly 
suggest a connection with Ramesses II. (n)

• Ramesses’ cartouche has been found on 
ruins at the other supply city, Pithom. Both 
sites were abandoned in later centuries. The 
editor of Exodus must have been familiar 
with the cities.

Cedarwood Sarcophagus of Rameses II 
(Jurgen Liepe)
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Rameses II
• Ramesses II (1279–1213). This long-lived 

pharaoh was famous for his extensive and 
massive building programme, for which 
conscripted large numbers of civilians, especially 
foreigners.

• He shifted his administrative centre to the NE 
Delta and named the capital that he had built 
there after himself (Pi-Ramesses). Egy history 
also suggests Ramesses II as the pharaoh of the 
oppression. 

• Toward the end of Ramesses’ long reign, Egy 
national power declined. Apart from a raid into 
Canaan by his successor, Merneptah, the 
Egyptian hold on Asian lands weakened 
appreciably. 

• Around 1200, Dyn 19 came to an end, amidst 
anarchy and chaos. The political situation at this 
time provide the most appropriate background for 
the events of the Israelite oppression and 
liberation.

Pink granite statue of Ramesses II, the 
popular choice for the pharaoh of the 
Oppression, depicting him as an old 
man with much of his 67-year reign 
behind him. This interesting statue was 
found at Memphis and is now to be 
seen in the open-air museum at Mit-
Rahina. (Photo: D.Rohl) 
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Ex 1 The Pharaoh of the oppression

• Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. (1:8)
• It would be difficult to identify who this new king might be, since the 

chronology is continually debated. If we take the numbers in the Bible 
more or less at face value, Jacob went down to Egypt in c. 1876, prior 
to the Hyksos (1720-1570’s). The new king could be a Hyksos king, c 
1730, about 75 years after Joseph's death a few years before the end 
of Dyn 12, c 1876. 
(a) A Hyksos ruler would have no historical knowledge of Joseph, nor had he 

any reason to respect it if he had. 
(b) The Israelites were seen to be more and mightier than the Hyksos, who 

were never of great number. 
(c) A military alliance with the former regime was seen as a possible way in 

which this trouble might come. 
• Accordingly, the Israelites were enslaved to remove their potential for 

trouble, as well as provide valuable labour for building projects, such 
as at Pithom and Avaris (Rameses). 
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Ex 1 
Brickmaking

• The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labour rigorously; and they made their lives bitter 
with hard labour in mortar and bricks and at all kinds of labour in the field, all their labours which 
they rigorously imposed on them. (1:13-14)

• Mudbrick was made from thick clay soil left behind by the Nile floods. The mud was collected in 
leather buckets and carried to the building site. In the brickyard, the mud was mixed with water, 
pebbles and chopped straw. The mixture was poured into a mould.

• The bricks were sometimes stamped with the name of pharaoh or the building for which they 
were made. They were then left to dry in the hot sun for several days before being carried away 
in a sling. 

• (tp) The Hebrews’ labours for Pharaoh were no doubt similar to these realistic scenes painted on 
the walls of the tomb of Rekhmire, the vizier (Prime Minister) in the mid-15th c. 

• (bt L) Two workmen with hoes knead clay moistened with water; 
• (bt R) a third, kneeling figure tightens his hoe. 
• (tp R) Other workers pass buckets of wet clay to two brick makers, who use moulds to form the 

bricks. 
• (tp L) A worker constructs a wall with the newly manufactured bricks. The accompanying 

inscription declares that the workers are “making bricks to build anew the workshops in Karnak.”

Detail from tomb of Rekhmire 
(Lessing)
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Ex 1 Brickmaking (Rekhmire tomb painting)
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Ex 1 Mudbrick of Ramesses II
• From the beginning of Egyptian history mud bricks were 

used as a basic material for construction. In the course of 
the Early Dynastic Period (c 3100-2613) and the Old 
Kingdom (c 2613-2160) bricks remained the basic building 
material of structures for living in, whether palaces or the 
houses of the ordinary people. Stone was gradually 
introduced for temples and the tombs of the élite. 

• Bricks were produced in vast quantities for all sorts of 
projects. They were made from Nile mud mixed with sand 
and straw, the latter two elements giving strength to the 
basic material. 

• (R) Bricks used for specific state projects were often 
stamped with the name of the king for whom it was being 
built. This one is stamped with the name of Ramesses II 
(about 1279-1213). The discovery of stamped bricks can 
often be extremely useful for dating a structure. 

Mud brick stamped with the 
name of Ramesses II, 
Thebes, Dyn 19, 1250 BC. 
L:38cm, W:19cm, 
D:12.8cm (BM) 

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXSR_=qw2&_IXSS_=_IXFPFX_%3dgraphical%252ffull%252f%26_IXNOMATCHES_%3dgraphical%252fno_matches%252ehtml%26%2524%2b%2528with%2bv2_searchable_index%2529%2bsort%3d%252e%26_IXDB_%3dcompass%26%257bUPPER%257d%253av2_free_text_tindex%3dramesses%2b%2bbrick%26_IXspage%3dsearch%26_IXSESSION_%3dvJ9P7R5rTki%26_IXsearchterm%3dramesses%252520%252520brick&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/lg&_IXimg=k774.jpg&submit-button=summary
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Ex 1 Slaves in Egypt (n)

• So they appointed taskmasters over them to afflict them with hard labour. 
And they built for Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Raamses. (1:11)

'Israel in Egypt', 1867, Edward Poynter (1836-1919). Dramatic scene set in Egypt 
showing Israelite slaves pulling a giant statue of a lion during the construction of the 
cities of Phithom and Rameses. (Guildhall Art Gallery, London/Lessing)

A slave is beaten. Detail of a wall painting in the tomb of 
Mennah, scribe of the fields and estate inspector under 
Thutmosis IV (Dyn 18) in the cemetery of Sheikh Abd al-
Qurnah (Tombs of the Nobles, Thebes, Egypt/Lessing )

Slaves carrying wheat in baskets; harvesting with sickles; third register R: 4 men pull 
a plough. Wallpainting from the tomb of Ounsu, Thebes, Egypt; Dyn 18  (LV/Lessing)
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Ex 1 Semites in Egypt
• Bearing the Egyptian title for Hyksos, a figure named Abisha (leaning over 

an ibex, 2nd from R), leads his W Semitic clansmen into Egypt in order to 
conduct trade. The scene dates to about 1890 and has been preserved on 
the wall of one of the tombs carved into cliffs overlooking the Nile at Beni 
Hasan, about halfway between Cairo and Luxor.

• “Hyksos” is a Gk term derived from an Egy phrase meaning either “ruler of 
foreign lands” or “shepherd-kings.” The Hyksos were Canaanites who ruled 
Egypt for roughly two and a half centuries, starting about 1800.

Hershel Shanks
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Ex 1 Population curbs
• Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives…(1:15) Then 

Pharaoh commanded…"Every son who is born you are to cast into the Nile, 
and every daughter you are to keep alive." (1:22)

• The order to kill all male Hebrew babies was probably given by one of the 
kings of Dyn 18 (n), say its founder (Amosis, 1570-1546) or an early king 
(like Thutmose I). Egypt under this new leadership drove out the Hyksos 
and reestablished Egyptian sovereignty. The new rulers certainly would 
have been concerned about an increasing Semite population in their 
territory (n).

• The order came in two stages, which may have been separated by many 
years. (1) a private directive to Hebrew midwives, of whom only two are 
named; and (2) a public order directed at all Egyptians, to drown all male 
Hebrew slave infants in the Nile.  

• With the last decree, Pharaoh throws off any subtlety and makes a public 
proclamation for open extermination. The verse is a transition to the next 
chapter, in which Moses is saved by Pharaoh’s own daughter. These 
chapters show that the king’s efforts to destroy the strength of Israel - so 
clearly a work of God - met with failure again and again. And that failure 
involved the efforts of women, whom Pharaoh did not consider a threat. 

• The Pharaoh is likely to be Tuthmoses/Thutmose (I), who married 
Amenhotep I’s sister, princess Ahmose, and who assumed the throne upon 
the king’s death. He was busy with establishing Dyn 18 with a series of 
overseas military campaigns, including defeating the Nubians. He would not 
have wanted the Hebrews to increase and become still a greater threat 
while his home force was still small

• His greatest campaigns were in the Delta, and his battles against the 
Syrians as he finally reached the Euphrates. This led later to Egypt's 
importance in the trade and diplomacy of the LBA. Tuthmose I gave Egypt 
stability. He had building works at Thebes. His two sons by Queen Ahmose 
seemed to have died before he did, so his heir was Thutmose II by 
Mutnofret, Queen Ahmose’s sister. However, his more famous offspring was 
Hatshepsut, a daughter by Ahmose. 

Thutmose I

Amenhotep I
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Ex 1 Egyptian birthstool

• "When you are helping the Hebrew women to 
give birth and see them upon the birthstool, if it 
is a son, then you shall put him to death; but if it 
is a daughter, then she shall live." (1:16)

• This refers to the Egyptian custom of women 
experiencing parturition in a crouching or sitting 
position. Women delivered their babies 
kneeling, or sitting on their heels, or on a 
delivery seat. 

• (bt R) The Egyptian hieroglyph for birth is a 
kneeling woman, and one text explicitly refers 
to “sitting on bricks like a woman in labour” 
(ANET, 381).

A squatting woman giving birth, assisted by 
two goddesses (Hathor and Taweret), from 
the Temple of Hathor at Dendera 
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Ex 1 Pithom and Raamses
• And they built for Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Raamses 

(1:11)
• Pithom P(r) ‘Hm “House of (the god) Atum” = T. er-Retabeh in 

the Wadi Tumilat
• Raameses P(r) R’mss “House of Rameses” = Qantir
• The site of Pi-Ramesse, in mod. Khata'na-Qantir district, 

covered an area of perhaps 4-5km² [Bietak 1986:269], and only 
a little has so far been explored. In many places ancient 
occupation-levels have been destroyed during the last 100 
years through peasants digging for sebakh (soil used as 
fertilizer and for brick-making). The area has been greatly 
despoiled since it was explored and described by F. Lloyd 
Griffith and E. Naville in the 1880s [Bietak 1986:226, 228]. 

• Most importantly, some part of the site had to be occupied in 
the 15th c; Thutmose III, Amenophis II and Thutmose IV 
between them 'conducted well over 20 campaigns into Asia, 
and would have needed a base of operations somewhere in 
this vicinity [W H Shea:237]. The site lay at a strategic point on 
the E side of the Nile's E most arm, where there was an 
important route-junction (called 'Mouth of the Two Roads'). It is 
highly probable that an energetic pharaoh like Thutmose III kept 
a supply-base there for his many campaigns into Syria-Israel. 

• The statement in Ex 1:11 that the Israelites built 'store-cities' 
(Heb 'are miskenot, lit. 'cities of store places') for the pharaoh, 
could well refer to the building of such supply depots for food 
products. 

• However, this would also agree with the presence in Pi-
Rameses and elsewhere of military barracks, storage 
magazines, housing, etc, all of mud-brick, in Rameses II’s 
project. (n)

Map shows in black clusters the sites of  Pi-
Ramesses, and Avaris, which by Ramesside times 
had become a "suburb" of Pi-Ramesses (Ian 
Wilson). The Nile here is based on corings (test 
drillings) of the area, establishing its location in 
antiquity and areas it flooded each year at the 
inundation. "Turtlebacks" or Gizirehs/Jizirehs (Arab. 
"islands") are elevated land forms, upon which 
settlements were made in antiquity, these areas 
escaping the flood waters. The dotted line S of the 
Pelusiac branch is the Way of the Philistine called in 
Egy "the Way of Horus." 
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Ex 1 Pithom• Pithom = Tell el-Dab’a. "Tell el-Dab'a is a mound 
which is situated beside what was once the eastern 
most branch of the Nile. Dr. Bietak's excavations 
there have revealed a clear occupation sequence in 
which traces of the Hyksos period can be identified 
beyond question: on top of the Middle Kingdom 
Egyptian occupation is a layer which is culturally 
Semitic, associated with Israel and Syria; and then, 
after a long hiatus, extensive rebuilding from the time 
of Ramesses II...Khatana-Qantir and Tell el-Dab'a 
were both part of a huge city complex which was 
served by an excellent harbour...For most modern 
archaeologists, the identification of Avaris with 
Khatana-Qantir/Tell el-Dab'a is now considered 
certain." (p. 49. Magnus Magnusson. Archaeology of 
the Bible. New York. Simon & Schuster. 1977)

• A large palace was found at Ezbet-Helmi, with many 
Minoan style features.

• Several cemeteries were found dating from the end 
of the Hyksos period. 

• Avaris was abandoned following the mid 16th c 
Hyksos expulsion for several centuries and only re-
occupied during the early Dyn 18 under Horemheb 
and the Ramesside kings. 

• Under Rameses II, Pi-Rameses at Khatana-Qantir 
(just 2km N) included T el-Dab`a.

View of a section of Manfred Bietak's 
excavation works at T. ed-Daba, now gradually 
becoming overgrown once more since the 
excavators have moved on to a different part of 
the site. These test squares revealed 
considerable Dyn 13 to 15 occupation, but little 
Dyn 18 material has come to light so far. In the 
background, the houses of Daba village can be 
seen. (D. Rohl) 



Exodus 1-6 29

Ex 1 Pithom (Avaris)
• The Hyksos capital of ancient 

Avaris has now been fixed at Tell 
el-Dab‘a, just N of Goshen, in the E 
Delta. It was defended by an 8m 
wide buttressed wall that enclosed 
a massive fortified citadel. 

• Avaris was rebuilt as Pithom by 
either Seti I or Rameses II. 
Previously, two candidates, Tell el-
Maskhuta and Tell er-Retabah, 
about 13km apart in the Wadi 
Tumilat, had been suggested. H. 
Goedicke found remains of mud-
brick buildings in these sites dated 
to the first half of the Dyn18 
[Goedicke 1987]. 

• The Hyksos, a Semitic people from 
Asia, settled in the area as far back 
as the mid-18th c. Hyksos pharaohs 
ruled Egypt for a time. 

Avaris (Manfred Bietak)
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Ex 1 Pithom (palace)
• At Ezbet Helmi, just over 1.6km SW of Pi-Ramesse, was 

found (1990 to present) a large royal compound 
occupying some 4ha, loc just S of where the Pelusiac 
branch flowed in antiquity, bearing out the biblical 
depiction of the royal palace being in close proximity to 
the Nile. 

• It had two palaces and other building complexes that 
were in use during early Dyn 18. Palace F (in the NW), 
originally built in the late Hyksos period on a 70x45m 
platform ≈30m from the riverbank, accessed by a ramp to 
its NE. To the NE were found royal scarabs from 
Ahmosis (c. 1570–46) to Amenhotep II (c. 1453-19).

• The main Palace G was loc 78m SE of Palace F, with an 
open courtyard between the two. Palace G occupied an 
area 79x166m or 1.4ha. To the SW were city-like 
buildings. Palace G was built on a platform H:7m 
accessed by a ramp on the NE side. The entrance led 
into a large open courtyard 45m square with columns on 
3 sides. To the SW, were 3 rows of columns leading into 
a vestibule that had two rows of columns. This marked 
the beginning of the palace proper, which probably had 
one or more stories above. 

• The vestibule led into a hypostyle hall to the NW and a 
reception hall with 4 rows of columns to the SW. It was 
undoubtedly here in this reception hall where Moses and 
Aaron met with Pharaoh. Beyond these rooms were the 
private apartments of the royal family, which would have 
included private reception rooms, banquet rooms, 
dressing rooms, bathrooms and sleeping quarters. (n)

Royal citadel of Moses’ time at Ezbet Helmi. Excavations by the 
Austrian Archaeological Institute in Cairo under the direction of 
Manfred Bietak have uncovered a walled-in area enclosing a 
complex of buildings made of mud brick, including two major 
palaces, workshops, military areas, and storage and cultic 
facilities. (Based on Bietak, Dorner and Jánosi “Ausgrabungen 
1993–2000,” figs. 4, 33 and 34b.)
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Ex 1 Rameses (Qantir 
and Tell el-Dab’a)

• Rameses (T. el-Dab‘a + Qantir) Loc in the E Nile 
Delta, ≈ 100km NE of Cairo, in mod Fekus district nr 
the village of Qantir. Fecus was known to the Greeks 
as Kessan and to the Israelites as Goshen. 

• In antiquity, the Pelusiac branch of the Nile flowed 
past the site, giving access to the Med. In addition, 
the town lay on the land route (Horus Road) to 
Canaan. Thus, it was an important commercial and 
military centre. 

• Pi-Rameses was probably called Rowaty when Jacob 
moved there (Gn 47:11), and Peru-nefer when the 
Israelites rebuilt it (1:11). 200 years later, when 
Rameses II rebuilt it, it was renamed Pi-Rameses.

• The earliest evidence for Asiatics at Rowaty occurs in 
the late Dyn 12 (mid 19th c). At that time a rural 
settlement was founded. It was unfortified, although 
there were many enclosure walls, most likely for 
keeping animals. The living quarters consisted of 
rectangular huts built of sand bricks (Bietak 1986: 
237; 1991b: 32). It is highly possible that this is the 
first material evidence of Israelites in Egypt. It is the 
right culture in the right place at the right time (Wood, 
ABR)

• Pi-Ramesses was quite large. In Dyn 19/20, Kitchen 
estimated it to be up to 6km long N-S, and over 3km 
wide. It embraced both Qantir (=Pi-Ramesses) and 
Tell el-Daba (= Avaris), thus biblical Rameses = 
Avaris + Pi-Ramesses. 

• Prof. Manfred Bietak, who excavated T el-Daba, 
believes Avaris in Ramesside times served as a port 
for Pi-Ramesses (the "lake" above the temple of Seth 
being labelled a "port" by Bietak).

Map cf. p. 54. Ian Wilson. The Exodus Enigma. 
1985. London. Wiedenfeld & Nicolson). 
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Evidence at Rameses (Israelite-like Villa)
• So Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and he was embalmed 

and placed in a coffin in Egypt.  (Gn 50:26)
• Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had made the sons of Israel 

solemnly swear, saying, "God will surely take care of you, and you shall carry 
my bones from here with you." (13:19)

• Not all residents of the first Asiatic settlement at T. el-Dab‘a lived in huts. One of 
them, evidently an important official, lived in a small villa. Joseph became a high 
official (41:39-45). We are not told where he lived while serving in the Egyptian 
bureaucracy. We can assume that after discharging his duties, he would have 
moved to Rameses to be near his father and brothers.

• The villa measured 10 x 12m, and is situated on one side of an enclosure 
measuring 12 x 19m. It comprised 6 rooms laid out in horseshoe fashion around 
an open courtyard. The most striking aspect of the house is that the floor plan is 
identical to the Israelite IRA "four-room house" (Holladay 1992a).

• Nearby, arranged in a semi-circle around the villa, were poorer two-roomed 
homes, ≈ 6 x 8m in size. If the villa was the home of Joseph, then the 
surrounding huts might have been those of his father and brothers. ≈ 20% of the 
pottery found in the settlement debris was of Palestinian MBA type (Bietak 
1996:10). 

• SW of the villa was the cemetery of the settlement. The tombs were made of 
mud bricks in Egyptian fashion, but the contents were strictly Asiatic. Although 
they had been thoroughly plundered, 50% of the male burials still had weapons 
of Palestinian type in them.
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Evidence at Rameses (Israelite-like Villa)
• A monumental tomb, Tomb 1, was at the SW end of the burial area, 

83m from the villa. It was a nearly square superstructure containing 
the main burial chamber, and a chapel annex. 

• In a robbers' pit sunk into the chapel, were fragments of a statue of 
an Asiatic dignitary, a seated official 1½ times life size, made of 
limestone and of excellent workmanship. It showed typical Egy 
artwork for Asiatics: yellow skin, and a mushroom-shaped hairstyle, 
painted red. A throwstick, the Egy hieroglyph for a foreigner, was 
held against the right shoulder. The statue had been intentionally 
smashed and defaced (Bietak 1996: 20-21). 

• Inside the burial chamber were fragments of an inscribed limestone 
sarcophagus and a few bone fragments, but no intact skeleton as in 
the other tombs in the cemetery (Bietak 1991a: 61). Sometime after 
the burial, a pit was dug at the end of the chapel and a tunnel dug 
into the burial chamber. 

• It was common for tombs to be broken into in antiquity and the 
valuables removed, but to have the body taken is highly unusual. It 
could have been taken by the tomb robbers, but if it was the body of 
Joseph, then the Israelites may have safe-kept the bones before the 
defacing of the tomb.

• The significance of this find for a Dyn 12 setting of the Joseph Story 
is obvious. As John Bimson has observed, there is not enough 
evidence to claim confidently that this is the tomb of Joseph, or of his 
statue. 

• But clearly this man, without doubt a Canaanite of some kind, was a 
very important official in the Egy government. He was important 
enough to have lived in a major palace complex and to have 
equipped a tomb for himself in its garden, and to have commissioned 
a more than life-sized statue of himself for his tomb chapel.  

Mushroom hairstyle of the statue of an Asiatic 
found at Tell el-Daba.
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Ex 2:1-2 Moses’ parents

• Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi. 
The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was 
beautiful, she hid him for three months. (2:1-2)

• The child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter and he 
became her son. And she named him Moses, and said, "Because I 
drew him out of the water." (2:10)

• Moses would have been born under the reign of Thutmose I (ca 1527).
• His name in Heb. is Mosheh “drawing out [of the water]”. 
• The name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, who 

was born to Levi in Egypt; and she bore to Amram: Aaron and Moses 
and their sister Miriam. (Nu 26:59) Moses’ parents were Levites, and 
descendants of Amram and Jochebed, who are not his parents 
otherwise there are not enough generations to account for the 
Amramites (Nu 3:19, 27-28)

• The princess who adopted him is possibly Hatshepsut, the only 
surviving childless daughter of Thutmose I. 
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Ex 2:3  The Nile

• Then she put the child into it and set it among the 
reeds by the bank of the Nile. (2:3)

• The Nile River was a united system in Egypt. 
Perhaps for this reason, the ancient Egyptians did 
not have a name for this river. The Egyptians 
simply called the Nile al-taru, Egy for “river”. 

• In their world, there was only one river. It is still 
uncertain where the ancient Greeks got the word 
“Nilus,” from which we get the word "Nile.“

• The annual inundation was the most significant 
event in the life of the ancient Egyptian. In fact, the 
calendar revolved around this four-month event. 

• There were 3 seasons in ancient Egypt, each 
consisting of 4 months (1) Inundation Period was 
from Sep-Jan, (2) Growing Period lasted from Feb-
May, and (3) Drought Season lasted from June-
Sep. 

• The inundation covered the valley floor with a thick 
layer of wet silt. This fertile soil was excellent for 
planting.  

• Indeed, all of it will rise up like the Nile, and it will 
be tossed about and subside like the Nile of Egypt. 
(Am 8:8).

Hapy, god of the Nile and inundation, Medinat Habu, 
Thebes, NK Dyn 20 (Werner Forman)
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Ex 2:3  Moses’ basket

• But when she could hide him no longer, she got him a wicker basket 
and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put the child into it and 
set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. (2:3)

• Wicker basket (n) tebah gome lit. “papyrus ark”. The basket was made 
of common reeds (n). It was coated with tar and pitch (bitumen and 
asphalt). 

• The word for “ark” (tebah) here is found elsewhere only in Gn 6 and 7, 
with reference to Noah’s ark. The “tar” with which the ark was coated is 
the same as that mentioned in Gn 11:3. 

Covered basket made of coarse 
fibre, palm fibre and split reeds, 
from Dyn 18

Egyptian Nile papyrus
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Ex 2:3 Moses’ basket
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Ex 2 Egyptian princess
• Hatshepsut  was the only living child of Thutmose I, wife of 

Thutmose II. When her husband died (c. 1479), she became queen 
regent of Egypt and technically senior partner of the young 
Thutmose III, Thutmose II’s son by a lesser wife. She used her 
strong personality and remarkable leadership ability to assume the 
full titulary of a king between years 2-7 of Thutmose III’s reign (n). By 
regnal year 22 she died, leaving Thutmose III as the sole ruler of 
Egypt.

• Ahmose (founder of Dyn 18) married his sister, Ahmose Nefertary, 
and was succeeded by his son, Amenhotep I, who in turn married his 
sister Meritamun. There is no evidence that the couple had any 
surviving children, or that Amenhotep I had children by other wives. 
He was succeeded by Thutmose, whom Amenhotep appointed as he 
had no son of his own. Thutmose had two wives: Mutnofret, the 
mother of his successor, Thutmose II, and Ahmose, the mother of 
Hatshepsut. 

• Dr Leon Wood believed that it is more than coincidental that 
someone of Hatshepsut’s stature, who could provide every 
advantage for Moses, lived at this very time. Also, it would have 
taken someone of her strength and daring could rescue a Hebrew 
baby boy and even rear him right at the palace in defiance of the 
king’s command. She and Thutmose II only had one child, her 
daughter, Neferura, who died in her childhood. This would have left 
Moses to receive all Hatshepsut’s attention. He would have been 22 
when Thutmose III, still a boy, assumed the throne.

In this red-granite carving, Hatshepsut (c. 
1473–1458) kneels and offers a vessel to the 
gods. It portrays Hatshepsut as a bearded 
male king. For Hatshepsut’s authority to be 
recognized, Egyptian artists portrayed her as 
tradition dictated: in male guise. 
(SMB/Lessing)
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Ex 2/Heb 11 The son of Pharaoh’s daughter
• By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the 
passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. (Hb 11:24-26)

• The parents of Moses are unnamed, but their piety, no doubt, was a factor in God’s 
selection of them to be Moses’ parents. That their home was a centre of godly instruction 
shows when Moses as a middle-aged man chose to identify himself with his own people 
rather than enjoy the privileges of royalty. Given his ability, he would have been given a 
high office. 

• In the Egyptian royal family, the throne did not pass to the heir just because he was the son 
of the pharaoh. Based on the Isis/Osiris myth, a daughter of the ruling pharaoh (known as 
the "throne princess") was the one through whom the crown was usually inherited. It was 
the son of the pharaoh by the daughter of the previous pharaoh (the throne princess), who 
usually became the next pharaoh.

• If the throne princess was barren, a son of the pharaoh by a secondary wife would usually 
be designated as the heir. In order to strengthen his claim to the throne, it was a common 
practice for the heir to marry his sister, or half-sister, who became the new "throne 
princess”. (A man who was not the son of the previous pharaoh might secure the throne by 
this method as well.) 

• The preferred method of succession to the throne, however, was for the son of the pharaoh 
and his chief wife (the throne princess) to be the heir. He, then, was often referred to as the 
"son of Pharaoh's daughter" to highlight the legitimacy of his claim to the throne.

• Thus, when Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, he was refusing to 
become the heir to the throne. (n)
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Ex 2 Moses at the palace

• "Moses was educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, and he 
was a man of power in words and deeds.” (Ac 7:22)

• Moses, if he was reared by Hatshepsut, would have been at the 
palace in Thebes. 

• At the death of Amenophis I (c. 1528) the NK, or the Empire as it is 
sometimes called, was well set on its course, and there followed 
more than a century and a half of unbroken prosperity. Thebes was 
paramount among the cities of Egypt. 

• It was a city of splendour at the time and offered the finest in cultural 
benefits. Being the centre of Amun worship, great religious buildings 
abounded and educational advantages were the best the world 
afforded. 

• Hatshepsut, intellectually endowed herself, would not have been 
satisfied with anything less than the finest education for her adopted 
son. He would have been given the finest in tutors. 
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Ex 2:15 The Pharaoh who wanted to kill Moses
• When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried 

to kill Moses. (2:15)
• Thutmose/Tuthmosis III would have been in 

power then, and his animosity of Hatshepsut 
(who died when he was 32) would have 
carried into a rivalry with Moses and a fight 
for legitimacy. 

• Tuthmose became a great pharaoh in his 
own right, and the Egyptologist James Henry 
Breasted called him the Napoleon of ancient 
Egypt. His battles were recorded in great 
detail by his royal scribe Thanuny. 

• He established Egyptian dominance over 
Israel. Under his rule, Egypt’s borders 
reached their maximum limits, a true empire. 
She flourished as seldom in her history.

Thutmose III
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Ex 2:15 
Thutmose III

• Thutmose III was the son of Thutmose II and Isis, a minor wife. 
When Thutmose II died in 1458, Thutmose III became ruler. 
However, he shared power from the beginning of his reign with 
Hatshepsut, his father’s wife, who acted as regent and eventually 
as the dominant co-ruler. For 22 years Thutmose III had little 
power over the empire. 

• He married Hatshepsut's youngest daughter, Meritre, with whom 
he had a son named Ahmose II. With Hatshepsut’s death, 
Thutmose III ruled by himself until his death in 1427/1426 (some 
sources list his death ranging from 1425-30). 

• He was an active expansionist ruler. At Karnak he records the 
capture of 350 cities.

• Thutmose III made a total of 17 known military campaigns. The 
king marched from Thebes up the Syrian coast fighting decisive 
battles where he captured 3 cities. He fought the famous Battle at 
Megiddo, defeating a large Canaanite coalition under the King of 
Kadesh. After victory in battle he conquered Megiddo after a siege 
of 7 or 8 months 

• He then returned to Thebes. Over the next 18 years, his armies 
would march against Syria every summer and by the end of that 
period, he established Egyptian dominance over Israel.

•  In the 42nd year of his rule, Kadesh itself was finally taken. He 
conquered much of the ANE, from the Euphrates to Nubia. He was 
the first Pharaoh to cross the Euphrates, during his campaign 
against Hanilgalbat. 

Granite statue of Thutmose III 

Image:Thutmose_III_.jpg
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Ex 2:15 Midian• But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and 
settled in the land of Midian, and he sat down by a well. 
(2:15)

• Moses fled to Midian, where he met his wife, Zipporah, 
and her father, Jethro. 

• The location of Midyan or Midian is uncertain, but it had 
to have been beyond the Egy borders on the E, either 
in the Sinai or beyond in the Arabah (S of the Dead 
Sea) or even on the E side of the Gulf of Aqaba. The 
Midianites seem to have travelled extensively in the 
desert regions. 

• LXX transliterates the name as Madian (or Madiam). As 
an ancient city named Madian was located in NW 
Arabia, some scholars believe that Mt Sinai was 
located there as well.

• Madian = a partially excavated site in NW Arabia nr 
mod Al-Bad’ (aka Mugha’ir Shu‘ayb). Qurayyah ware, a 
pottery style usually associated with the Midianites, 
indicates that the large oasis at Al-Bad’ was probably a 
Midianite settlement in the LBA and early IRA (13th and 
12th c) the period, during the Late Date of the Exodus. 

• The name Madian persisted into the Hellenistic period 
as a local remembrance of the earlier Midianite 
inhabitants. 

Al-Bad’ desert oasis. (Yates and Yates/ Bob Cornuke)
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Ex 3:1-4 Moses the shepherd

• Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the 
priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the 
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. (3:1)

As in Biblical times, the Bedouin live a 
seminomadic life as shepherds and 
itinerant agriculturalists in the Sinai 
(seen here) (Werner Braun) 
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Ex 3:1-4 The burning bush

• …and he led the flock to the west side of 
the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 

• The angel of the LORD appeared to him 
in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; 
and he looked, and behold, the bush was 
burning with fire, yet the bush was not 
consumed. So Moses said, "I must turn 
aside now and see this marvelous sight, 
why the bush is not burned up." 

• When the LORD saw that he turned 
aside to look, God called to him from the 
midst of the bush and said, "Moses, 
Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." (3:1-4)

Latta

Bush in the Timna Valley in the Arabah (BP)
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Ex 4, 7 Moses returns to Egypt

• Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the sons of Israel; 
and Aaron spoke all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses. He then 
performed the signs in the sight of the people. So the people believed; and 
when they heard that the LORD was concerned about the sons of Israel and 
that He had seen their affliction, then they bowed low and worshiped. (4:29-31)

• So Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had 
commanded; and Aaron threw his staff down before Pharaoh and his servants, 
and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the 
sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same with their secret 
arts. For each one threw down his staff and they turned into serpents. But 
Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. (7:10-12)
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Ex 5:2 The Pharaoh of the exodus

• But Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let 
Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel 
go." (5:2)

• Amenhotep II (c. 1453-19), the Pharaoh then, was a ruler of valour and 
strength in his own right. He had been carefully trained by his 
father,Tuthmosis III, with whom he may have served a short co-
regency of about two years as he ascended to the throne at age 18. 
His mother was probably Merytra, He chose the path of unreasoning 
authoritarianism to subdue the Israelites’ request to leave Egypt to 
worship God in the wilderness.

• He prided himself in his horsemanship, ship-handling and being an 
expert bowman. His athletic abilities may have served him very well, 
for shortly after he was king there was a revolt in the Syrian region, and 
possibly even in the Med ports. 

• Curiously, the “Dream Steal” laid at the Sphinx of Gizeh by his son 
Thutmose IV records that the god Har-em-akht promised Amenhotep 
the throne if he would remove the sand from the Sphinx. There would 
have been no need for this promise had he been the eldest son, who 
must have predeceased his father.

• Another indirect evidence (Gleason, ASOT), is that he seems to have 
had some serious reverse in military resources, for he was unable to 
carry bout any invasions or extensive military operations after his 5th 
year (1445) until the modest campaign of his 9th year (based on 
Memphis stela) (n). This relative feebleness of his war effort (by 
comparison with his father’s) would accord with the loss of the 
chariotry in the Red Sea. 

Amenhotep II, ca 1450-1400. 
Deep blue glass, H:4 cm. 
Ancient glass sculpture is very 
rare. This is one of the earliest 
known glass portraits.

http://www.cmog.org/usr/Catalog/79/79_1_4_lg.jpg
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Ex 5:3-4 Religious Feasts and Idleness

• Then they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let 
us go a three days' journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to 
the LORD our God, otherwise He will fall upon us with pestilence or 
with the sword." But the king of Egypt said to them, "Moses and Aaron, 
why do you draw the people away from their work? Get back to your 
labours!" (5:3-4)

• Here, Pharaoh charges the Israelites with laziness, and he refuses 
Moses’ appeal to let them go and celebrate a feast to their God 
because he claims that it is just an excuse for them to stop work and 
be idle. 

• In Egypt, journals of work preserved on ostraca of this period from Deir 
el Medineh and the Valley of the Kings at Thebes show vividly how 
many days were claimed as ‘days off’, not least for religious purposes. 

• One ostracon (dated to Year 40 of Ramesses II) gives a full register of 
the working days and absences of 50 men; another (Year 6 of Sethos 
II) shows gangs of workmen idle for 8 or 14 days at a time, and several 
documents mention men who go ‘to offer to their god’, while another 
records 4 days of festivity enjoyed by the workmen of the royal 
necropolis at a local festival. 
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Ex 5:6-7 Taskmasters
• So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters over the people and 

their foremen, saying, "You are no longer to give the people straw to make 
brick as previously; let them go and gather straw for themselves.” (5:6-7)

• Taskmaster sare missim (1:11), nagas (“to drive”, here and 3:7; foremen 
shotera (an official superintendent) 

• They were persons appointed by order of Pharaoh to see that the Hebrews 
were assigned hard, wearing toil. He hoped, by such oppression, to break 
down the physical strength of Israel and thus lessen their offspring; and also 
to crush their spirit so as to banish the very wish for liberty. So Israel was 
compelled to build provision cities, i.e., cities for storing the harvests.

• Sare missim comes from mas (“forced labour, corvée) a term common to 
Heb and Egy. Official Egy name ser appears in the wall painting of the tomb 
of Rekhmine, the overseer of the brick-making slaves during Thutmose III’s 
reign. Their rank is denoted by the long staff held in their hands and by the 
hieroglyphic determinative of the head and neck of a giraffe. 

• The Louvre Leather Roll from Year 5 of Rameses II (ca 1275) deals with 
shortfalls in brick making and lists a series of 40 “stable masters” or junior 
taskmasters, each given a production target of 2,000 bricks for his gang. It 
mentions Egyptians granting slaves time off for religious holidays. 
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Ex 5:6-8 Bricks and straw
• So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters over the people and 

their foremen, saying, "You are no longer to give the people straw to make 
brick as previously; let them go and gather straw for themselves. But the 
quota of bricks which they were making previously, you shall impose on them; 
you are not to reduce any of it. Because they are lazy, therefore they cry out, 
‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.‘” (5:6-8)

• As a punishment for the request of Moses that Israel should be released from 
work to hold a feast to their God, Pharaoh commanded that henceforth the 
Hebrews must find their own straw and yet still produce the same quota of 
bricks daily (5:1-19). Why was the straw so necessary?

• The ancients had noticed that sun-dried mud bricks were stronger and kept 
their shape better if chopped straw or chaff was mixed with the clay. This is 
still done in the Near East today.

• Investigation has shown that the straw yields organic acids that make the day 
more plastic, and its presence also stops shrinkage.

• The same concerns that moved the Egyptians in Ex 5 to set quotas and straw 
reappear in Egyptian documents of this period (13th c), some long known. 

• One official reports that his workmen ‘are making their quota of bricks daily’ 
(Papyrus Anastasi III, verso 3:2; translated, R. A. Caminos, Late-Egyptian 
Miscellanies, 1954, p. 106), while another bitterly complains: ‘there are 
neither men to make bricks, nor straw in the neighbourhood.’ (Papyrus 
Anastasi IV, 12:6, in Caminos, op. cit., p. 18)


