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Year of Opposition

So from that day on they planned together to kill Him. 
Therefore Jesus no longer continued to walk publicly 

among the Jews, but went away from there to the 
country near the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; 
and there He stayed with the disciples. (Jn 11:53-54)

Mt 15:21-19:2; Mk 6:1-10:1; Lk 8:1-12:59; Jn 6:1-10:39
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Year of Opposition

• Galilean Ministry (map)
• The Decapolis
• Feeding of the 4,000
• Peter’s confession
• Caesarea Philippi
• The Transfiguration (Mt Tabor, 

Mt Hermon, Mt Meron, map)

• Healing of the demoniacs (
the pigs, Gadarenes, Gerasa, 
Gadara, Kersa)

• Coin in the fish
• Jn 7:37 Living Water
• Healing of the man born blind
• Pool of Siloam (Birket Silwan, 

Birket el-Hamra)

#Slide 0
#Slide 0
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Galilean Ministry
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The Decapolis
• Decapolis: (“ten cities”) In Jesus’ day, this 

was the name of the area E of the Sea, a 
region of Greek city-states dominated by 
worship of pagan Greek gods, with a large 
Greek population. 

• Early in his ministry, Jesus was followed by 
great multitudes, including people from 
Decapolis (Mt 4:25). When Jesus healed 
the demon-possessed man from Gadara, 
he began to proclaim in Decapolis all that 
Jesus had done for him (Mk 5:20). Later, 
Jesus traveled through the midst of the 
region (Mk 7:31).

• It embraced ten cities, identified by Pliny 
as: Damascus, Dion, Gadara, Gerasa (or 
Galasa), Hippos (or Hippo), Canatha (or 
Kanatha), Pella, Philadelphia (OT Rabbah 
or Rabbath Ammon and present-day 
Amman, the capital of Jordan), Raphana 
(or Rephana), and Scythopolis. 

• Later other towns, such as Abila and Edrei, 
were added to this district. (Nelson’s)
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The Decapolis
• Though the number of cities changed from time to time, the Decapolis was a group of 

independent city-states that were thoroughly pagan and Hellenistic. Veterans of Alexander the 
Great’s army founded several of these city-states in the 4th c BC. Pompey kept it separate from 
the Jewish territory to the W.

• Several of the Decapolis city-states are mentioned in the Bible, including Gerasa (Mk 5:1; (Lk 
8:26), Scythopolis (Beth Shean 1 Sa 31:10), and Gadara (Mt 8:28). These towns typically had 
Hellenistic designs, with theatres where lewd plays were performed, temples where sacrifices 
were offered to pagan gods, and coliseums where nude athletic games and gladiatorial contests 
took place. Each city controlled the areas surrounding it, spreading their Hellenistic philosophy 
and religion.

• The farmers of Galilee could see the sophisticated Gentile world barely 13km away, and the 
steep cliffs of the E Shore must have seemed evil and menacing to them. But the Gentiles’ 
culture was probably alluring to the faithful Jews as well. 

• Some believe the far country mentioned in the parable of the prodigal son referred to the 
Decapolis. It was barely a day’s walk from Galilee and the riotous lifestyle and pigs could 
certainly be found there.

• Many NT people believed that the inhabitants of the Decapolis were those whom Joshua had 
driven from the Promised Land -- the seven pagan nations (Js 3:10; Ac 13:19). They viewed the 
land as the place of the “expelled ones,” the worshipers of Baal. (n)

• In this context, Jesus’ ministry in the Decapolis is remarkable. His disciples probably hesitated 
when he suggested they row there (the other side Mk 4:35). Once they arrived, they were greeted 
by a man possessed by a legion of demons, and there was a Roman legion stationed nearby (Mk 
5:1-20). 

• Uncharacteristically, Jesus did not ask the man to be quiet after he was healed. Instead sent him 
to share the good news with the people of his town (possibly Susita, which was close by). 
Apparently, the man’s message was blessed before the next time Jesus visited, because there 
were new believers there by that time (Mk 7:31-37). 

• Our Lord did not avoid the people living in darkness (Mt 4:16). He went to them and pierced the 
darkness of their sinful lifestyle with the light of God's message of salvation and love.
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The Decapolis

Pictured here is the harbour and large hill of Susita 
(Hippos), one of the Decapolis cities. (Rabbi)

This spectacular theatre was built during the Roman period 
in the Decapolis city of Beth Shean. With a seating capacity 
of more than 7000, it was one of the largest amphitheatres in 
the entire NT world. (Rabbi) 

The Tell of 
Hippos/Sussita 
(BAR) 
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Feeding of the 4,000
• And those who ate were four thousand 

men, besides women and children. (Mt 
15:38) The obvious differences with the 
feeding of the 5,000 (Mt 14:13-21 etc) 
were the number of persons, the 
provision, and the quantity of fragments. 
Other differences:

– The multitude here had been 3 days with 
Jesus, while previously the people had spent 
only one whole day until the evening 

– The baskets for the fragments left were 
different in size. Here spuridas was used, a 
hamper or large provision basket, carried for 
longer journeys), compared to kophinas (small 
handbasket, which each Disciple could carry) 
previously, for now they were passing through 
Gentile territory.

– The most noteworthy difference is that on the 
first occasion, Jews were Jews, while here, 
Gentiles. 

– Previously the guests sat on 'the grass,' [Mt 
14:19 etc] but here, which must have been 
several weeks later, when the grass would be 
burnt up, they sat on the ground (lit. on the 
soil)' 

• The place was somewhere in the 
Decapolis, in the Tetrarchy of Philip.
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Peter’s confession
• Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking 

His disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, 
"Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Mt 
16:13-16)

• The area was scattered with the remains of pagan gods:
– Temples of the Syrian Baal worship (at least 14 have been identified). 

Panias was originally called Baal Gad (Js 11:17)
– A cave near it is said to be the birthplace of the Greek god Pan, the god 

of nature, fields, forests, mountains, flocks and shepherds. In the 
Hellenistic period, a sanctuary was built to Pan. The Greeks saw this 
grassy, wooded area as a representative place to worship Pan and made 
it a centre for his worship, hence the name Panias (Paneas, Arab. 
Banias), applied not only to the city, but to the whole district (Ant, 
15:10:3). There are 5 niches hewn out of rock next to the cave; one has 
an inscription reading ”to Pan and the Nymphs”.

– A great temple of white marble was built here by Herod the Great to 
Caesar (n)

• It was appropriate that Peter recognized Jesus as the Supreme God before 
the background of the world’s religions in all their splendour and glory. 
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Caesarea Philippi
• Caesarea Philippi Its ruins lie at the SW base of Mt Hermon, on a 

rocky terrace, 350m asl, between Wadi Khashabeh and Wadi 
Za`areh, 40km NE of the Sea of Galilee. 

• It was in the Tetrarchy of Philip and had a non-Jewish population.
• Augustus gave it to Herod the Great in 20 BC, who then built a 

temple of white marble in honour of Caesar. In 2 BC, Herod’s son 
Philip expanded and renamed it Caesarea Philippi in honour of 
Augustus (Ant, 18:2:1; JW, 2:9:1). 

• Jesus and His disciples came here for a restful retreat from 
Bethsaida, and on the way Peter made his famous confession, 
after which Jesus began to tell them of His coming passion (Mt 
16:13 ff; Mk 8:27 ff). Some think that on a height near Caesarea 
Philippi Jesus was transfigured. The Scriptures do not say that 
Jesus ever entered the city but only that He visited the villages 
nearby. The ancient name survives in the modern Arab. village 
Banias. (ISBE)

• Hermon River (Nahal Hermon), also known as Nahal Banyas, is 
the E tributary of the Jordan. The waters of its source - the 
Banyas Spring - originate deep beneath the Hermon. They run 
underground through karstic systems and emerge at Banyas 
Cave (400m asl) at the base of Hermon. 
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Caesarea Philippi

Exposing both temple podia on 
the S side of the tel
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Caesarea Philippi Ps 42:1-8 is believed to have had the Banias 
Waterfall as its background:
As the deer pants for the water brooks,
So my soul pants for You, O God. 
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God;
When shall I come and appear before God?   
My tears have been my food day and night,
While they say to me all day long, "Where is your God?" 
These things I remember and I pour out my soul within me.
For I used to go along with the throng and lead them in 
procession to the house of God,
With the voice of joy and thanksgiving, a multitude keeping 
festival.
Why are you in despair, O my soul?
And why have you become disturbed within me?
Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him 
For the help of His presence. 
O my God, my soul is in despair within me;
Therefore I remember You from the land of the Jordan 
And the peaks of Hermon, from Mount Mizar. 
Deep calls to deep at the sound of Your waterfalls;
All Your breakers and Your waves have rolled over me. 
The LORD will command His lovingkindness in the 
daytime;
And His song will be with me in the night,
A prayer to the God of my life.

Banias Waterfall (BP)
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The Transfiguration
• Transfiguration Here God showed clearly that Jesus is His one and only Son, superior 

even to the two great OT figures, Moses and Elijah. His disciples are to listen to Him. At 
the conclusion of the Transfiguration, no one is seen but Jesus. He alone is worthy. 

• It is a display of God's glory denoting His royal presence in the person of His Son, 
Jesus Christ (Mt 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-8; Lk 9:28-36). To Peter, the event is  historical proof of 
the true gospel of Christ (2 Pet 1:16-18).

• Moses and Elijah appeared also. Both of these were OT figures who did not have a 
normal death and burial. They discussed Jesus' exodon (exit, fig. “death”) which He was 
going to accomplish at Jerusalem (Lk 9:31). Thus the Exodus points forward to Christ 
and His redeeming work.

• The cloud overshadowed Jesus during His Transfiguration, symbolising the divine 
presence as in the Exodus and the appearance of God to Moses on Mt Sinai. 

• At the same time, symbols of the Second Coming of Christ are also present in the 
Transfiguration account. A cloud received Christ at His ascension (Ac 1:9). He will 
return with clouds (Re 1:7) and be revealed as God's chosen one. Moses gave the Law, 
yet also symbolized Jesus, the great Prophet (Dt 18:15). Elijah too, was expected by the 
Jews to come in the last days (Mal 4:5-6). 

• The Transfiguration calls to mind both God's redemption through the Exodus and the 
future return and glory of Christ.

• It concludes with God's voice speaking from the cloud, which marked God's presence 
(Ex 40:34-38). Jesus was God's beloved Son, the chosen one with whom He was well 
pleased (Ps 2:7; Is 42:1, and possibly Gn 22:2). All Scripture focuses on the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Nelson’s and IBD)
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The Transfiguration
• The Transfiguration took place during the last days of Jesus’ Galilean ministry. It 

followed immediately after His historic meeting with His disciples at Caesarea Philippi, 
where He announced to them His purpose to build His Church. This prediction was 
followed by His shocking announcement that He would now be going to Jerusalem to be 
crucified. 

• His disciples, led by Peter, reacted with consternation and unbelief. The thought of His 
dying seemed totally incompatible with His preaching that "the kingdom is at hand." 
Further, they had been sent out two by two to call people to repentance in preparation 
for the establishment of that kingdom. What did this talk of a kingdom have to do with a 
new community of called-out people, an ekklesia? Or with His death on a cross? 

• The disciples were, in fact, anticipating the reaction that a crowd in Jerusalem would 
soon express, "We have heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain forever; and 
how can you say, ‘the Son of Man must be lifted up?’" (Jn 12:34) 

• It was the Transfiguration that provided the answer to this apparent paradox. Jesus 
would indeed die on a cross, but He would be resurrected and one day would appear in 
all His glory as Messiah to rule in His kingdom. He was giving Peter, James and John a 
preview of His messiahship, confirmation of the fact that the Jesus who would die would 
be the King who would reign. 

• These 3 men needed this even more than the other disciples because of the special 
assignments Jesus would give them. Peter would be the first leader of the Church, the 
human agent through whom the Holy Spirit would be introduced to the Jews, the 
Samaritans, and the Gentiles; John would be Peter’s companion and later become the 
pastor of the church at Ephesus and the writer of 5 books in the NT, including the last 
one that would be a final "revelation of Jesus Christ" ; James would become the first 
disciple to die for his testimony to Jesus. 
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The Transfiguration (Mt Tabor)

• Mt Tabor While tradition ascribes the transfiguration of Jesus here, it more likely 
occurred the Caesarea Philippi area. (BP)  

• Mt Tabor is a fairly steep-sided hill, 19km SW of the Sea,10km SE of Nazareth. The 
mountain is symmetrical, resembling an upside down tea cup, standing alone 410m 
above the NE Jezreel plain (587m asl). Its summit is ascended by the W side and offers a 
panoramic view of the area, with the Nazareth Ridge nearby on the NW, Mt Carmel to the 
W, the Hill of Moreh beside it to the S, and Mt Gilboa beyond Moreh. 

• It is not named in the Bible but Queen Helena in 326 built a church here as the site of the 
transfiguration: this is highly unlikely for several reasons: 

– Jos. says a Roman fortress was located on Mt Tabor at the time of Christ. Probably other 
structures were also on Mt Tabor since this had been a well-populated region for at least a 
century. Their presence makes it unlikely for Jesus to use it for such a sensitive and significant 
event meant for His closest disciples.

– It is not a "high mountain" (Mk 9:2), especially in comparison with other mountains in the vicinity. 
– It is too far from Caesarea Philippi, where Jesus had made His historic announcements to His 

disciples just 6 days earlier. The group had passed higher mountains than Mt Tabor, including 
the 1200m Mt Meron, as they traveled S from Caesarea Philippi towards Capernaum.

– it is a day’s journey S of Capernaum. It is unlikely that Jesus and His disciples would have 
traveled this far beyond Capernaum only to return to that city.
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The Transfiguration (Mt 
Hermon)

• Mount Hermon Heb. “sacred (mountain)”, Arab. J esh Sheik “mountain of the chief” (so 
called  because in 10th c the Druze founder Sheikh ed Derazi resided there from Egypt). 
At 2185.8m asl, it is the highest mountain in Israel, Lebanon, and Syria. It is actually a 
cluster of mountains (the  Anti-Lebanon Range), with 3 distinct summits, each about the 
same height, over 16km wide and about 48km long in a NE-SW direction, parallel to the 
Lebanon range on the W. Hermon is noted for its most striking piece of mountain 
scenery. The view from the summit is magnificent. 

• It is called the "grey-haired mountain," or the "mountain of snow," for it is capped by 
snow over 8 months in a year The mountain on which the Transfiguration occurred 
cannot be positively identified from the Gospels (Mt 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-8; Lk 9:29-36). Mt 
Tabor in Galilee is a late tradition. 

• Mt Hermon stands just beyond Caesarea Philippi, where Jesus stayed a week before 
the Transfiguration. Mk 9:30 distinctly says after His descent, He went through Galilee. 
Weight of evidence is in favour of Hermon as the site, though nothing is decisive. 

• Hermon may appear in the plural form Hermonim, due to its 3 peaks. Sometimes it is 
called the Great Hermon to distinguish it from the Small Hermon (a wrong interpretation 
of Ps 88:13) on the E part of the plain of Esdralon, between Tabor and Gelboe. Runoff 
from its W and S bases feeds several streams and rivers that merge to become the 
Jordan River. Additionally, the runoff facilitates fertile plant life below the snow line, 
where vineyards and pine, oak, and poplar trees are abundant. 

• One of its peaks has extensive ruins, probably of an early pagan sanctuary dedicated to 
Baal, whence the designation Baal-Hermon, applied to the mountain in Jg 3:3. 

Mt Hermon
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The Transfiguration 
(Mt Meron)

• Mt Meron (Arab. J Jarmaq): W Ewing in ISBE suggests this mountain in the Upper Galilee, 
as Mt Hermon was outside the Israelite boundary and in a sacred paganistic setting, and as 
the next day after His descent Jesus met a Jewish crowd. 

• A range of mountains 8km NW of Safed (Zefat), 16km NW of Tabgha. Its peak of 1208m asl 
is the highest in Israel proper, and is aptly described as hupselon ("high"). It stands to the W 
over against the Safed uplands, on the upper reaches of the rugged Wadi Amud that flows 
down through a gorge to the Plain of Gennesaret into the Sea. 

• The summit commands a magnificent view, barred only to the SW by other mountains of the 
range. One can view the Sea below, especially the N shoreline that extends to the 
Decapolis. Mt Tabor, 36km S and Mt Hermon, some 24km NE, are clearly visible. The 
whole Upper Jordan Valley lies more than 1,200m below. It is by far the most striking 
feature in all the Galilean landscape. 

• It is in the midst of a district which then supported a large population of Jews, with such 
important Jewish centres as Kefr Bir`im, Gishcala, Meiron, etc, around its base. Remote 
and lonely as it is, the summit was just such a place as Jesus might have chosen for prayer. 
It was comparatively easy to reach, and might be comfortably climbed in the evening. Then 
on His descent next day the crowd might easily assemble from the country and the villages 
near by.

• How long our Lord stayed near Caesarea Philippi after the conversation recorded in Mt 
16:21 ff we do not know. From Banias to Gishcala, e.g. one could walk on foot without 
fatigue in a couple of days. If a little time were spent in the Jewish villages passed on the 
way, the 6 days, or Luke's "about 8 days," are easily accounted for. From this place to 
Capernaum He would "pass through Galilee" (Mk 9:30). (ISBE)

Sunrise On Mt Meron In 
Galilee (ISI 50249) Har Meron from the E looking 

W (Thirdtemple.com) 
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Map of Mt Meron and Mt Tabor

• Modern map of Galilee 
from Carta, Jerusalem, 
2000 showing Mount Meron 
and Mount Tabor

Mt Tabor

Mt Meron
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The pigs

• The large herd of pigs at Gerasa were obviously someone’s property since 
there were caretakers (though Lk 8.33 says the demons drove the pigs). 

• The E shore had Greek cities like Sussita (Hippos) and Gadara. The rest of 
the lake was dotted with towns inhabited primarily by Jews, who considered 
pigs unclean. Gergesa was a Jewish city; why were pigs raised? 

• A widely accepted notion is that the owners were Jews that had forsaken 
the Law and began to tend unclean animals in order to make a profit. 

• John C. Bilello explains that they could have been raised to feed Roman 
Legions. This was a profitable business and they could rationalise that the 
Law was not broken if they did not eat pork themselves. But it plainly said a 
Jew should not have even touched such an animal. 

• That the demise of swine did not seem to trouble the citizens of Gergesa in 
terms of their own food supply is implicit in the story. There were no 
outcries of possible hunger or even famine, nor did they accuse Jesus of 
any crime. The reasoning is a possibility but can never be verified directly 
from the text. 
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Gadarenes: Healing of demoniacs

• When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two 
men who were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of 
the tombs. (Mt 8:28)

• The site where Jesus healed the demoniac is disputed. Lk 8:26 says this 
village was on the other side, over against Galilee. Christ had been in 
Capernaum (Mt 8.5) so He was now on the E shore. It has to have a 
nearby port, tombs, an area for pigs to graze, a nearby city for the men 
to flee, and most importantly, a steep bank for the herd to rush down. 

• Matthew calls them the Gadarenes ("a stranger drawing near"), Mark 
and Luke the Gerasenes (n1). D. Edmond Hiebert has proposed several 
possible locations:

– (a) Gerasa 60km SE of the Sea, which fits well the designations in 
Mark and Luke.  

– (b) The small hamlet of Kersa near the Sea about midway on the E 
shore. 

– (c) The village of Gadara located about 10km SE of the Sea. “The 
jurisdiction of the city of Gadara may have extended to the sea to 
include the small town of Kersa on the shore.”  (Hiebert 117) (n2).   

• These all are possible; the last two are more likely from their closeness 
to the Sea.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Thedecapolis.png


Jesus Year of Opposition 20

Gerasa, Gadara

• Gerasa, the Nabataean city of Jerash, in Transjordan is extremely unlikely as 
it is too far from Christ’s Perean ministry.

• Gadara (Gergasa or Gerasa in various mss; Gk Antiochia Semiramis; mod. 
Umm Qais) stood on the summit of a mountain (Mk 5:13) 378m asl, 
overlooking the Yarmuk valley. It was a city of the Decapolis and the capital of 
Perea, a province under Herod Antipas. 

• The incident cannot be at Gadara itself, for the almost impassable ravine of 
the Yarmuk (Hieromax) separates it from the lake. Gadara, mentioned in the 
Gospels only for the healing, gave its name to the entire area (thus the term 
region of the Gadarenes in Matthew).

• The problem is the site’s topography. Origen initially rejected Gadara for its 
lack of high ridges and steep slopes. A chain of hills there ends with a bank 
descending to the Sea at Tel es S’alib near the NT Gadaran suburb of es-
Samrah (Laney 1977:141). The slope while not as steep as Kersa’s, does 
have a hill running into the Sea and could hold 2,000 swine. B. De Vries 
(1973) found a Roman tomb from Jesus’ time in a valley in nearby es-Samrah. 
Nearby “groves of oak trees on the plateau above would have provided the 
acorns [the swine] favoured” (Walking in their Sandals: 2).
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Kersa

• The traditional site is Kersa (Gersa, mod. El Khoursi, Kursi) apparently 
formerly Gergasa on the plain of Gennesaret across from Magdala. 
Edersheim supported it. 

• About  ¼ hr to the S a steep bluff falls abruptly on a narrow ledge of shore. A 
terrified herd running down this cliff must have fallen into the Sea. The 
surrounding area is burrowed with limestone caverns and rock-chambers for 
the dead, acting as a haven for the demoniacs. 

• This steep slope between Kursi and En Gev may have appeared different in 
Jesus’ days, as soil has washed down the slope in the meantime.  

• Kersa is possibly derived from Aram. kursa, meaning 'chair,' and refers to a 
rock formation above the site. Kursi is also similar to Gk choiros (swine). In 
the 5th c, a church and monastery (one of the largest in the country) was built 
at the mouth of a wadi descending from the Golan Heights for pilgrims visiting 
the traditional site.

View of ridge above beach - 2005, 
looking back N to Kursi to right of 
peninsula
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Coin in the fish

• go to the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and when 
you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. (Mt 17:27)

• The coin is literally a tetradrachma “4-drachma coin”. 
• Every male aged 20 upwards paid an annual temple tax equal to a half-shekel 

(from Ex 30:13, 38.26). A Tyrian shekel was a provincial coin worth 4 drachmas. A 
normal shekel was half the size of a Tyrian Shekel.  

• The stater, originally a standard Gk weight equal to two double drachmas, became 
used to designate the tetradrachma, and this is probably the coin referred to in the 
passage. It was minted at Antioch, Caesarea in Cappadocia, and Tyre (n). It was 
sufficient to pay the tax of Peter and the Lord.

• The argument for exemption, viz that kings do not tax their princely sons, implies 
that the Lord and Peter (and other disciples) belong to the royalty of the kingdom, 
whose King owns the temple for which the present tax is being collected.

• The Greek 4-drachma silver coins from Hellenistic times had various rulers' 
portraits. As coins with images were prohibited as temple tax payment, money 
changers in the temple converted them to the approved priestly coinage. 
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Jn 7:37 Living Water
• The 8th day of the Feast of Tabernacles, sometimes called "the great day" (Jn 

7.37), was the climax. The tabernacles were taken down; there was a solemn 
assembly in the Temple and even more sacrifices. 

• In postexilic times, a ceremony of pouring out water (Nissuch HaMayim) was 
added to the ritual. On each of the 7 Feast days a priest drew water from the 
pool of Siloam in a golden pitcher and brought it in procession up to the Temple 
singing Is 12:3. This spoke of rain as God's gift to the people, which made the 
harvest possible. As the Trumpet was sounded, the water was poured onto the 
altar. At the same time, wine would be poured from a second golden pitcher.

• Perhaps it was when this water was poured out that Jesus stood and cried out, 
saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in 
Me, as the Scripture said, "From his innermost being will flow rivers of living 
water.'" (Jn 7:37-38)

• The Jerusalem Talmud also connects these ceremonies with the giving of the 
Holy Spirit: "Why is the name of it called, ‘The drawing out of water?’ Because of 
the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, according to what is said: ‘With joy shall ye 
draw water out of the wells of salvation (Is 12:3).’" 

• Edersheim provides more details: While the morning sacrifice was being 
prepared, a priest, accompanied by a joyous procession with music, went down 
to the Pool of Siloam, whence he drew water into a golden pitcher, capable of 
holding 3 log (over 1.1ℓ). But on the Sabbaths they fetched the water from a 
golden vessel in the Temple itself, into which it had been carried from Siloam on 
the preceding day…the priest who had gone to Siloam so timing it, that he 
returned just as his brethren carried up the pieces of the sacrifice to lay them on 
the altar. As he entered by the 'Water-gate,' which obtained its name from this 
ceremony, he was received by a threefold blast from the priests' trumpets. The 
priest then went up the rise of the altar and turned to the left, where there were 2 
silver basins with narrow holes— eastern a little wider for the wine, and the 
western somewhat narrower for the water. Into these the wine of the drink-
offering was poured, and at the same time the water from Siloam…
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Healing of the man born blind
• He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes,  and said to him, "Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he went away and washed, and came back 
seeing. (Jn 9:6-7)

• Edersheim:
• …it was in allusion to the ceremonial of the Feast of Tabernacles that Jesus, when He saw the 'man blind 

from his birth,' said (Jn 9:5 NAS): While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world…the words, I am the 
light of the world, are the same which He had just spoken in the Temple (Jn 8:12), and they had in all 
probability been intended to point to another very peculiar ceremony which took place at the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

• In the words of the Mishnah (Succah v. 2, 3, 4), the order of the services for the feast was as follows: 'They 
went first to offer the daily sacrifice in the morning, then the additional sacrifices; after that the votive and 
freewill-offerings; from thence to the festive meal; from thence to the study of the law; and after that to offer 
the evening sacrifice; and from thence they went to the joy of the pouring out of the water.' …the close of the 
first day of the Feast the worshippers descended to the Court of the Women, where great preparations had 
been made. 4 golden candelabras were there, each with 4 golden bowls, and against them rested 4 ladders; 
and 4 youths of priestly descent held, each a pitcher of oil, capable of holding 120 log, from which they filled 
each bowl. The old, worn breeches and girdles of the priests served for wicks to these lamps. There was not 
a court in Jerusalem that was not lit up by the light of 'the house of water-pouring.' 

• The 'Chassidim' and 'the men of Deed' danced before the people with flaming torches in their hands, and 
sang before them hymns and songs of praise; and the Levites, with harps, and lutes, and cymbals, and 
trumpets, and instruments of music without number, stood upon the 15 steps which led down from the Court 
of Israel to that of the Women, according to the number of the 15 Songs of Degrees in the Book of Psalms. 
They stood with their instruments of music, and sang hymns. 2 priests, with trumpets in their hands, were at 
the upper gate (that of Nicanor), which led from the Court of Israel to that of the Women. At cock-crowing 
they drew a threefold blast. As they reached the tenth step, they drew another threefold blast; as they 
entered the court itself, they drew yet another threefold blast; and so they blew as they advanced, till they 
reached the gate which opens upon the east (the Beautiful Gate). As they came to the eastern gate, they 
turned round towards the west (to face the Holy Place), and said: 'Our fathers who were in this place, they 
turned their back upon the Sanctuary of Jehovah, and their faces toward the east, and they worshipped 
towards the rising sun; but as for us, our eyes are towards the Lord.' 
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Healing of the man born blind

• Edersheim (cont’d) on Significance of the Illumination
• It seems clear that this illumination of the Temple was regarded as forming part 

of, and having the same symbolical meaning as, 'the pouring out of water.' The 
light shining out of the Temple into the darkness around, and lighting up every 
court in Jerusalem, must have been intended as a symbol not only of the 
Shechinah which once filled the Temple, but of that 'great light' which 'the 
people that walked in darkness' were to see, and which was to shine 'upon 
them that dwell in the land of the shadow of death' (Is 9:2).

• May it not be, that such prophecies as Isaiah 9 and 60 were connected with this 
symbolism? At any rate, it seems most probable that Jesus had referred to this 
ceremony in the words spoken by Him in the Temple at that very Feast of 
Tabernacles: I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the 
darkness, but will have the Light of life. (Jn 8:12)

Feast of Lights (Tabernacles) (Latta)
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Pool of Siloam
• The expression pool of Siloam (which is translated, 

Sent) (Jn 9:7) is found 3 times in Scripture: Ne 3:15, 
Pool of Shelah; Is 8:6, waters of Shiloah; Jn 9:7 
shiloach or shilloach is a passive form and means 
"sent" or "conducted". 

• Jos. frequently mentions Siloam, placing it at the end 
of the Valley of the Tyropoeon Valley (JW 5:4:1), but 
outside the city wall (9:4), where the old wall bent E 
(6:1), and facing the hill upon which was the rock 
Peristereon, to the E (12:2). Jos. speaks of the same 
place as the present Birket Silwan, on the other side 
of the Kidron (n).

• Jn 9:7 indicates that it was near the Temple. 
• (cn, bt R) Archaeologists have uncovered on the W 

side of the City of David the edge of what they 
believe is the Pool of Siloam from the time of Jesus.  
The photo shows the City of David.  Letter "A" is 
located where the traditional Byz-era "Pool of 
Siloam" is and "B" shows the area of the present 
excavations. (BP)

http://www.bibleplaces.com/images/Temple_Mount_and_City_of_David_aerial_fr_sw,_tb010703mk.jpg


Jesus Year of Opposition 27

Pool of Siloam 
(Birket Silwan)

 The Pool Today 
• (tp R) This is the pool 

today.  
• There are clear remains 

around this pool from the 
Byz church built by 
Empress Eudocia.  This is 
the pool that has long been 
visited as the pool of Jesus' 
miracle.

The previously identified Pool
• (tp L) The photo taken in the early 1900s shows the 

Pool of Siloam before later Muslim construction 
above it.  

• Conder wrote, "There is nothing picturesque about 
it, certainly. The crumbling walls, and fallen columns 
in and around it, give it an air of neglect. It is a 
parallelogram about 53 feet long and 18 feet wide…
Dr. Thomson says he has seen this pool nearly full, 
but that now the water merely passes through it.”

Text: 
Earthly Footsteps of the Man of Galilee
, p. 227.  (Matson-04245)

http://www.bibleplaces.com/earthlyfootsteps1890s.htm
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Pool of Siloam (Birket 
el-Hamra)

• In the summer of 2004 Eli Shukron (IAA), Prof 
Ronny Reich (UHf), and John Seligman, who were 
checking the area SE of the traditional “Pool of 
Siloam” for a public works project, discovered a 
pool that they date to the 1st c BC and AD. In all 
probability it is the “Pool of Siloam” of John. This 
pool is also mentioned in Rabbinic sources as part 
of the water rituals associated with the Feast of 
Tabernacles (see BP for more details). 

• Sections of the earliest phase of the Shiloah Pool 
(“Shiloah” is the Hebrew for Siloam) are being 
uncovered next to the city wall and below its 
staircase dating to the Second Temple period. 
These remains probably date to the time of the First 
Temple (Ne 3:15). The excavations are being 
carried out under the direction of Shukron and 
Reich. 

• A section of the bottom of the pool was exposed, as 
well as the line of the dam and the fortification that 
closes off the pool located beneath the steps of the 
Second Temple period pool. Based on the 
stratigraphy and nature of the discoveries, it seems 
that these are the pool, the line of the dam and the 
fortifications that date to the First Temple period. 

• The width of the pool was > 68m. 

The biblical Pool of Siloam, 3 Jul 2005 (BP)

An artist's impression shows the Siloam Pool as it might have looked 
in Jesus' day, based on new excavations by archaeologists.

http://www.bibleplaces.com/poolofsiloam.htm


Jesus Year of Opposition 29

Pool of Siloam (Birket el-Hamra)
• (tp R) This drawing by Father Vincent in the early 

1900s, shows the relationship of the 2 pools (W is 
at the top). The yellow arrow marks the modern 
pool at the end of Hezekiah's Tunnel.  It is narrow 
and shallow. Birket el-Hamra is marked with the 
red arrow.  

• The excavations revealed sections of the pool on 
the N and S ends. Several shafts at the N end of 
the pool have revealed large paving stones. 

• (bt R) On the S end was a large wall and a section 
of the pool from the OT period. These are in the 
pit below the wall in the photo’s foreground, 
Altogether about 20 steps (4 sets of 5 each) have 
been excavated leading from street level into the 
pool. 

• The pool is 50m long and a channel brought in 
water from the Silwan spring. A hoard of 27 Tyrian 
shekels and tetradrachmas, indicating a late 
Hasmonean or early Herodian period, along with 
pottery shards and a stone bottle cork, all helped 
to confirm that the area was the Siloam Pool (n). 

The biblical Pool of Siloam, a freshwater 
reservoir that was a major gathering place for 
ancient Jews making religious pilgrimages to the 
city 3 Jul 2005 (BP)


