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Last Months before the Cross
Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, 

"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things 
which are written through the prophets about the Son 

of Man will be accomplished. (Lk 18:31)

Mt 19:1-26:29; Mk 10:1-14:25; Lk 13:22-22:30; Jn 
11:1-17:26
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Last months before the Cross

• Healing of Ten Lepers
• Jericho
• Zacchaeus
• Bethany: Biblical significance
• Bethany (El-Azariah)
• Ephraim
• Bethany: Anointing
• Mount of Olives
• Entry to Jerusalem
• Bethpage
• Cleansing the Temple

• Cursing the fig tree
• Paying taxes to Caesar (

Denarius)
• The Widow’s Offering: Lepton
• Man with Water Jar
• The Upper Room
• Washing the disciples’ feet
• The Last Supper
• Passover and the Last Supper
• Seating in the Last Supper
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Healing of Ten Lepers

• As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him (Lk 
17:12)

• Burqin (Bergin) lo 3km W of Jenin (En-gannim Js 21:29) and is the same 
village referred to as Ginaea. The Romans were the first to name the city of 
Jenin in the 6th c BC. The name was derived from Ein Ganim, meaning the 
spring of Ganim, referring to the region's plentiful springs.

• Among the village’s 10,000 residents are 100 Christians, a community which 
links itself historically to Christ's healing of Ten Lepers. Tradition suggests that 
on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus passed by the village and miraculously healed 
the lepers there. 

• The St. George's Greek Orthodox Church of the Ten Lepers which is on a hill 
overlooking Burqin valley contains the cave in which it is believed the lepers 
were quarantined. Already a site of veneration, the cave was included in a 
church built by Helena in the 4th c. 

Burqin where the 10 lepers 
were said to have been 
healed

A group of lepers 
(Matson, matpc 
01269,  1900-20)
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Jericho

• NT Jericho was founded by Herod the Great (previously it had been under the 
Hasmonaeans). Jericho=Tel Abu el-Alayiq, loc where the Wadi Qelt widens into the W edge 
of the plain of the Jordan, some 3km SW of Tel es-Sultan (OT Jericho). 

• Here Herod built his third and largest palace ca. 10 BC to cover both sides of the wadi for 
towns people to enjoy the view.  and it included several workshops, ovens, a large wine 
press, sewage systems and liquid storage buildings. Jericho was the last base for pilgrims 
travelling the 130km journey from the Galilee through the Jordan Valley to Jerusalem to 
take part in the annual Jewish feasts. 

• Its architecture was such that it seemed as if a section of Rome itself had been magically 
brought to the Wadi Qelt. Jericho was a huge garden, L:13km, W:>1.5km, irrigated by 
Elisha's spring (JW 4:8:3). 

• All these things along with its being the winter capital made it a wealthy city with its share of 
beggars, as the Gospels tell us. When Jesus passed through on his way to Jerusalem for 
the Passover, he gave a blind beggar Bartimaeus his sight (Mk 10:46-52). 

The excavation area of Tulul Abu el-Alayiq seen from the W. Israeli 
archaeologists G. Foerster and E. Netzer began exploration from 1973-1983 
and 1986-1988. Excavation and restoration works are still in progress. 

Some pilgrims identify this 
Crusader structure with 
the house of Bartimaeus; 
naturally it could not be! 
(SBF)

http://www.christusrex.org/www1/ofm/sbf/escurs/TS/03GericoPanoramaBig.jpg
http://www.christusrex.org/www1/ofm/sbf/escurs/TS/03GericoBartimeoBig.jpg
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Zacchaeus saved

• He entered Jericho and was passing 
through. And there was a man called by 
the name of Zacchaues; he was a chief 
tax collector and he was rich. 

• Zacchaeus was trying to see who Jesus 
was, and was unable because of the 
crowd, for he was small in stature. So he 
ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He 
was about to pass through that way. 

• When Jesus came to the place, He 
looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for today I must 
stay at your house." 

• And he hurried and came down and 
received Him gladly. (Lk 19:1-6)
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Zacchaeus
• Zacchaeus climbed the sycomore tree (n1) to see Jesus. 
• Gk telones is more accurately translated “Tax collector” rather 

than “publican” (AV). The publican was from a class of men within 
Roman society who contracted for a variety of state projects 
among which was collecting taxes within the various provinces. 
The publicans, usually leading Roman citizens, did not do the 
actual gathering of taxes; they hired the local residents of the 
province to do this. 

• Zacchaeus was an architelones, or chief tax collector. Apparently, 
he had achieved the actual status of publican, although he was 
Jewish and not Roman. Also, it would appear that the only area in 
Israel which had an architelones was Jericho. 

• The telones of Jesus’ day were hated (n2). They were suspected 
of basic dishonesty because of the nature of their work; they 
would impose a charge, often made quite arbitrarily, for the 
customs inspection of a traveler's merchandise. Another stigma 
attached to tax collectors was their constant association with 
Gentile. The common belief was that this made them ceremonially 
unclean. 

• Jesus was more than willing to accept a repentant tax collector, 
despite his social exclusion in many parts of Jewish life.

A sycomore tree in Jericho

Palestinian Authority Tourism 
Sign Jericho/Eriha, April 2005 

http://www.christusrex.org/www1/ofm/sbf/escurs/TS/03GericoSicomoroBig.jpg
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Bethany: Biblical significance
• Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. (Jn 11:1)
• Bethany was where Jesus and His disciples often visited the home of His 

special friends, Lazarus, Mary and Martha, probably when they came to 
Jerusalem for feast days (n). Lk 10:39-42 describes one such visit.

• When Lazarus fell seriously ill, his sisters sent for Jesus in the Jordan. Jesus 
delayed coming to Bethany till 4 days after Lazarus had died and been buried. 
This was planned and significant:

– Authenticated the validity of Lazarus’ resurrection as all would have known that he 
had been dead for 4 days, so eliminating any other explanation of his reappearance. 

– This evidence of Jesus’ power over death would become a preview of His own 
resurrection a few weeks later, a further revelation to His deity. 

– Jesus knew that this event, at this time and at this location, so near to the centre of 
religious power and opposition to Him, would become a factor in precipitating His 
crucifixion (Jn 11:47-51). 

• In Bethany, Jesus called Lazarus out. The news of this miracle spread instantly 
to nearby Jerusalem. The Pharisees and Sadducees panicked; they could 
ignore accounts of Jesus’ restoring a son to his mother in far-away Galilee (Lk 
7:11-17), but not reports by hundreds of eye-witnesses in nearby Bethany. This 
event confirmed and accelerated their plan to put Jesus to death (Jn 11:45-54). 
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Bethany (El-Azariah)
• Bethany a small village on the SE slope of the Mt of Olives, less than 3km from 

Jerusalem. Archaeological evidence confirms that this village, on the road from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, existed in the 1st c. It was situated on the edge of the wilderness of Judea, the 
barren hills that descended E to the Dead Sea. In the immediate area the land supported 
olive groves and grazing for sheep. 

• Now called El-Azariah, Arab. for Lazarus. In the 1950’s Franciscan Fathers built an 
unusual church atop earlier foundations. It had no windows, with the distinct look of a crypt 
to recall the I am the Resurrection and the Life saying of Jesus.

Bethany. Ruins of traditional home of Martha 
and Mary. (Matson, 00960)

Traditional Lazarus' Tomb. (Matson 
06749) 

Traditional Tomb of Lazarus
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Ephraim
• Ephraim Town near the wilderness to which 

Jesus retired after the raising of Lazarus (Jn 
11:54). Probably corresponds to Ephrem of 
Eus. (Ono. "Afra") 5 Rm E of Bethel. This may 
be the place named along with Bethel by 
Josephus (JW 4:9:9).

• The 'city called Ephraim' has not been 
localised. Most modern writers identify it with 
the Ephraim, or Ephron, of 2 Ch 13:19, in the 
neighbourhood of Bethel, and near the 
wilderness of Bethaven. But the text requires a 
place in Peraea and close to Galilee.

• ISBE suggests el-Taiyebeh, a large village 
about 6.5km N of Beitin. The antiquity of the 
site is attested by the cisterns and rock tombs. 
It stands on a high hill with a wide outlook 
including the plains of Jericho and the Dead 
Sea. 

Old house with Taibeh 
(Ephraïm) 
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Bethany: Anointing 

• Jesus’ anointing happened at the home of Simon the leper six days 
before the Passover (Jn 12:1). It is clear that Simon had been cleansed. 
As leprosy was incurable by medical means, he apparently had been 
healed by Jesus. In deep gratitude, he had asked Jesus and the others 
to his house for a meal.

• During the supper Mary (Jn 12:3) came to Jesus with an alabaster vial 
of very costly perfume, which she poured upon His head as He reclined 
at the table. It was worth over 300 denarii, a year's wages for a common 
labourer or soldier. The expensive vial was broken (Mk 14:3-5), making 
her act even more costly. Here she seems to have accepted the reality 
and understood the significance of Jesus' impending death. Out of 
unmeasured love, she poured without hesitation a litra (0.33kg) of pure 
nard, her most costly earthly possession in an act of worship. (MNTC)

Alabaster jug 
(Latta)

Spikenard in the Alabaster box (the 
Three Arches Co.) 
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Bethany: Anointing
• Scented ointments and unguents were extremely 

expensive and were therefore kept in containers of 
comparable worth. Small jars carved from alabaster, 
expensive works of art themselves, also enhanced the 
fragrance of the ointments that were aged in them over 
several years. 

• Alabaster perfume jars, similar to the ones mentioned in 
Mt 26:7, have been found in archaeological digs 
throughout Israel .

• Spikenard was a fragrant essence imported into Israel 
in sealed alabaster jars. It was so rare that its value was 
equal to the wages of a year for an ordinary person. It 
was widely used by Jews and Romans alike for 
anointing the dead. 

• (R) Bottle for Oil or Perfume. Small containers held 
precious substances such as eye makeup or scented 
oils, while much larger vessels were used to store 
substances that were used in greater quantity, like 
water, wine or grain. 

Bottle of oil or perfume. E 
Mediterranean, early 1st c AD. 
Glass: free-blown and banded 
(The Jewish Museum, New 
York;JM 94-79 (Richard 
Goodbody)
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Bethany: Anointing 

Bethany. General view of the village. (1939-45) 
Matson,  LC-M32- P-68[P&P]

Bethany. Traditional house of Simon the 
Leper, Matson, LC-M34- 5058-C[P&P]



Last Months before the Cross 13

Mount of Olives
• In Jesus’ days the mountain must have been far different from its condition today. Titus 

in his siege of Jerusalem destroyed all the timber here as elsewhere in the environs, 
but before this the hillsides must have been clothed with verdure – olive yards, fig 
orchards and palm groves, with myrtle and other shrubs. Here in the fresh breezes and 
among the thick foliage, Jesus, must gladly have taken Himself from the noise and 
closeness of the over-crowded city. 

• While there would be a special reason during Passion Week to stay outside the 
densely packed city, it is probable that on other occasions also our Lord preferred to do 
likewise. Bethany seems to have been His home in Judaea, as Capernaum was in 
Galilee. 

• Here He stayed with Mary and Martha (Lk 10:38-42); again He came to Bethany from 
Jericho to raise Lazarus (Jn 11), and later He was at a feast, 6 days before the 
Passover (Jn 12:1), at the house of Simon (Mt 26:6-12; Mk 14:3-9; Jn 12:1-9). 

• The Mount of Olives is expressly mentioned in many of the events of the Passion 
Week. He approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives (Mk 11:1; Mt 21:1; Lk 19:29); over a shoulder of this mount -- very probably by 
the route of the present Jericho carriage road - He made His triumphal entry to the city 
(Mt 21;Mk 11:1;Lk 19:1), and on this road, when probably the full sight of the city first 
burst into view, He wept over Jerusalem (Lk 19:41). 

• During all that week during the day He was teaching in the temple; but at evening He 
would go out and spend the night on the mount that is called Olivet (Lk 21:37) -- the 
special part of the mount being Bethany (Mt 21:17; Mk 11:11). 

• It was on the road from Bethany that He gave the sign of the withering of the fruitless 
fig tree (Mt 21:17-19; Mk 11:12-14,20-24), and as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives 
(Mt 24:3 f; Mk 13:3 f) Jesus gave His memorable sermon with the doomed city lying 
below Him. (ISBE)
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Mount of Olives
• Separated from the Eastern Hill (the 

Temple Mount and the City of David) by 
the Kidron Valley, the Mount of Olives 
has always been an important feature in 
Jerusalem.  

• From the 3rd millennium BC until the 
present, this 880m hill has served as one 
of the main burial grounds for the city.  

• The 3km long ridge has 3 summits each 
with a tower built on it. (BP)

• Once covered with rich green olive trees, 
this ridge E of Jerusalem is prominent in 
Biblical events. 

• Jesus often frequented it, travelling over 
the mountain to visit his friends Lazarus, 
Mary, Martha and Simon the Leper in 
Bethany. 

• He spent the night before his arrest in the 
gardens at Gethsemane, where Judas 
brought guards to arrest him [Jn 18].

Mt of Olive; view from the Kidron Valley.
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Entry to Jerusalem
• A week before the crucifixion, Mary anointed Jesus’ feet in the home of Simon the 

leper in Bethany (Mt 26:6-13; Mk 14:3-9; Jn 12:2-11). When it became known that 
Jesus was in Bethany, a great multitude (Jn 2:9) came there, not only to see He 
who had raised Lazarus, but also to see Lazarus himself who was, no doubt, the 
object of much speculation and wonder! 

• On the Sunday before His crucifixion, Jesus made His formal entrance into 
Jerusalem, apparently starting at Bethany. Passing near the adjacent village of 
Bethphage, He requisitioned a donkey for His entry to the city. 

• Many joined the procession, expressing their belief in Jesus because of His 
raising Lazarus. This acclamation of Jesus predictably caused the Pharisees to 
experience further frustration: So the people, who were with Him when He called 
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about 
Him. For this reason also the people went and met Him, because they heard that 
He had performed this sign. So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that 
you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him.“ (Jn 12:17-19)

• Bethany, and the miracle, became the focus of the hostility to Jesus that led to 
His crucifixion. 

• After His official entry into Jerusalem (the "triumphal entry"), Jesus returned to 
Bethany with His disciples (Mt 21:17; Mk 11:11,12). 

• Finally, when Jesus was about to return to His Father from the Mount of Olives: 
And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed 
them (Lk 24:50). This home in Bethany, so often opened to Jesus, now became 
the place from which He would leave the earth to return to His Father’s "home." 



Last Months before the Cross 16

Entry to Jerusalem 
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Bethpage: Triumphal entry

• When they had…come to Bethphage…then Jesus sent two disciples, 
saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied there and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
Me. (Mt 21:1-2)

• Behold, your king is coming to you…Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (Zc 9:9)

• Except for its being closely associated with the Mt of Olives and Bethany, 
nothing else is known of Bethpage, there being no other biblical, 
historical, or archaeological evidence of its existence. 

• Although the village was nearby, the 2 animals obviously were out of 
sight, or Jesus would simply have pointed to them. The mother donkey 
was brought along no doubt in order to induce her offspring to cooperate. 
The young colt would not easily have left its mother and would have been 
even more difficult to handle than donkeys normally are.

• Only in His omniscience could Jesus have known that the donkey and her 
colt would at that moment have been where they were, waiting to be 
found by the two disciples. His entry on a colt was the sovereign choice of 
God. The Son willingly came as the Servant Saviour, to take upon Himself 
the sin of the world. Nothing could have been more appropriate than that 
the Bearer of the world's sin burden would enter the Holy City on a lowly 
beast of burden. (MNTC)
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Bethpage: Triumphal entry

• Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and 
mounted on a donkey [‘hamor, male ass], Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey [‘athon, 
female ass]. (Zc 9:9) 

• Zechariah’s prophecy actually mentions two donkeys (even though only one is stated as 
transporting the King to Jerusalem). He used Hebrew poetic parallelism (the balancing 
of thought in successive lines of poetry). The terms male donkey, colt, and foal all 
designate the same animal, the young ass upon which the King (Jesus) would ride into 
Jerusalem (Mk 11:7).

• The colt was the foal of a female donkey. One might assume that Zechariah merely was 
stating the obvious when mentioning the mother’s existence. Of all the Gospel 
accounts, only Mt 21 mentions the mother. Both the foal and the she ass were brought 
to Christ at Mount Olivet, and both made the trip to Jerusalem.

• Since the colt never had been ridden, or even sat upon (as noted by Mk and Lk), its 
dependence upon its mother is very understandable (as implied by Matthew). 

• The journey to Jerusalem, with multitudes of people in front of and behind Jesus and 
the asses (Mt 21:8-9), obviously would have been much easier for the colt if the mother 
ass were led nearby down the same road.
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Bethpage: Triumphal entry
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Bethpage

• Bethpage (from beth paghah; Gk Bethfage; Aram. Beth pagi “house [place] of the early 
(unripe) figs") a village on the Mt of Olives, on or near the road from Jericho to Jerusalem and 
near Bethany (Mt 21:1; Mk 11;1; Lk 19:29); mentioned only in connection with Jesus’ royal 
entry to Jerusalem. All the Synoptics mention that the donkey on which the Lord rode was 
secured in Bethpage. No other Biblical event is known to have happened here. The site is 
unknown (n).

• In the area a variety of late-season figs was cultivated which appeared to be green even when 
ripe. The Talmud indicates that it was near but outside Jerusalem; it was one Sabbath day’s 
journey E of the Holy City, and was surrounded by a wall. 

• (a) ISBE suggests the summit where Kefr et Tur is, less than 1.6km W of Bethany. It 
corresponds well to the Talmudic conditions, and certainly occupies an ancient site. But it 
cannot be proven as the true location.

• (b) Modern Abu Dis downhill, separated from Bethany to the NW by a deep ravine on the SE 
slope of the Mt of Olives. Jerome located Bethpage E of Bethany. Origen called Bethpage the 
“house of the ravine,” supporting the claim of Abu Dis. There is no archaeological confirmation 
that Abu Dis is Bethpage, and ISBE also feels it is a much less probable site, although the 
Greek Orthodox Church there contains the supposed “Stone of Meeting” where Martha met 
Jesus (Jn 11:20). 

• (c) A location further to the E, between the summit and Bethany, visited by pilgrims since the 
12th c.. In this vicinity, tombs, cisterns, coins and other artefacts have been found, suggesting 
that the area was occupied originally from the 2nd c BC-8th c AD. In 1877, a stone bearing 
frescoes and inscriptions was discovered near this site. One picture is of the disciples untying 
the donkey and colt. The site is now enclosed by the 19th c Franciscan Chapel. 

Modern Bethpage

Bethphage and Mts of Moab from Mt of 
Olives. (1934-39) (Matson, 9756)
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Cleansing of the Temple

• And Jesus entered the temple and 
drove out all those who were buying 
and selling in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who 
were selling doves. 

• And He said to them, "It is written, 
"MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A 
HOUSE OF PRAYER'; but you are 
making it a ROBBERS' DEN." (Mt 
21:12-13)
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Cursing the fig tree

• Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He 
would find anything on it; and when He came to it, He found nothing 
but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. (Mk 11:13)

• The season for figs (June for early figs, then August-October) has 
not yet arrived, but fig trees in leaf at Passover time (March-April) 
might well be expected to have edible buds, eaten by Palestinians 
even in modern times. Thus Jesus’ cursing the fig tree: no buds 
now, no fruit in June or ever after. 

• The fig tree withers, not as usually from the foliage down, but from 
the roots up, illustrates the power of Jesus’ curse only the previous 
day and the impossibility of the fig tree’s revival.

• He uses this event to startle the disciples about the power of faith 
and prayer. This mountain refers to the Mount of Olives, and “the 
sea’ is the Dead Sea. Ancient people thought that mountains reach 
down to the very foundations of the earth.  (ASNT)
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Paying Taxes to Caeser
• The Tribute Penny of Mt 22:19, Mk 12:15, Lk 20:24 shown to Jesus is a denarius (AV: 

‘penny‘ (n1)). The Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap our Lord with this dilemma: If He 
said it goes against God’s law to pay the tax, the Herodians could accuse Him of rebellion. 
If He said it does not go against the law to pay tax to Caesar, the Pharisees could 
undermine His popularity, for the Jews resented paying the tax, and later the Sanhedrin 
could arrest Him without fear of the crowd’s support. Jesus’ answer divides the things of 
God from the things of Caesar. 

• By producing the coin, the questioners tacitly accept Caesar’s dominion as  it was 
generally acknowledged that a king’s domain extends as far as his coins circulate. The poll 
tax had to be paid in the silver denarius. 

• Roman coins offended the Jews as they bore the image of Cesar with a legend proclaiming 
his supposedly divine ancestry. The reverses were regularly used as media of propaganda. 
After 15 AD all Tiberius denarii were the same type: PONTIF MAXIM surrounding a seated 
female figure.

• We do not know if Jesus saw this coin. Denarii in circulation that day (over 15 years into 
the reign of Tiberius) would have included quite a mix of Republican types and many of the 
common types of Augustus. Those present would not have distinguished between the 
images. When asked: Whose likeness and inscription is this?, the answer was simply 
'Caesar' not 'Tiberius Caesar' or 'Julius Caesar'. The purpose could have been satisfied by 
any Republican denarius with a head and Latin inscription. 

• The identity of the Tiberius denarius is more by a convention than a historical fact. 
However quite likely this was among the most common denarii in circulation in the early 
30's and it does show the Emperor who reigned in Jesus’ day. 
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Paying Taxes to Caesar (Denarius)
• And He said to them, "Whose likeness and 

inscription is this?" (Mt 22:20)
• Gk epigraphē (Lat. superscriptra, ‘a writing 

on or above’) is used with eikōn ‘portrait’ to 
refer to the head of Caesar and 
accompanying inscription on the obverse of 
a silver denarius, probably that of Tiberius. 

• (tp R) The epigraphē would thus be TI. 
CAESAR DIVI AUG. F. AUGUSTUS 
(‘Tiberius Caesar Augustus, son of the divine 
Augustus’). 

• Tiberius deified Augustus immediately after 
his death in AD 14 and pursued Augustan 
policies with little change. He assumed the 
office of pontifex maximus, the chief priest of 
Rome, in 15. He died in 37 at age 78.

• (tp R) Rev: a seated figure, sometimes 
identified as Tiberius' mother Livia and 
sometimes as Pax, the personification of 
peace, with her standard attributes, a 
sceptre and palm branch (n).

Silver Denarius 3.67 g. Obv: Laureate head of Tiberius r.; 
TI(BERIVS) CAESAR DIVI AVG(VSTI) F(ILIVS) AVGVSTVS: 
Tiberius Caesar, son of the Divine Augustus, Augustus. Rev: 
Livia or Pax seated r., holding sceptre in r. and branch in l.; 
PONTIF(EX) MAXIM(VS): pontifex maximus. 

Tiberius Denarius 
laur. head r. rev. 
Pontif Maxim - Livia 
stg. r. on throne Ø16-
17mm
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The Widow’s Offering

• These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and 
no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come. (Jn 8:20)

• (ISBE) The name "treasury" was specially given to the Court of the 
Women (Jn 8:20). Here were 13 trumpet-shaped boxes for the 
reception of the offerings of the worshippers. Here Jesus saw the poor 
widow cast in her two leptons (Mk 12: 41; Lk 21:1-4). 

Aerial view of Jerusalem Temple model showing 
Court of the Women, Israelites, and Priests (with 
sacrificial altar), 1st c BC. (Alec Gerrard/ Ritmeyer 
Archeological Design, Harvard Divinity Bulletin 
Spring 2004 30:4)

http://www.hds.harvard.edu/news/bulletin/articles/branham.html
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The Widow’s Offering: Lepton

• A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a 
cent. (Mk 12:42)

• The Widow's Mite was the lowest denomination coin circulating during the 
time of Christ and was of very little value. 

• The lepton or the prutah was one of the first and the most common Jewish 
coin ever minted. This small coin was issued under the rule of Alexander 
Jannaeus (103-76 BC), King of Judea, a descendent of Judas Maccabee. 
Each coin was hand cast of bronze (not copper) often showing the defects of 
hasty mintage methods. The coins depicted various symbolic representations 
of anchors, stars, eight-spoked wheels, cornucopias and other objects in the 
daily life of the time. 

• (tp) Obv: stamped with Basileou Alexandrou "King Alexander" around an 
anchor. Rev: stamped with a wheel with 8-ray like spokes surrounded by 
diadem. The Hebrew inscription Yehonatan the king is between the rays. 

• This coin was used during Jesus' lifetime passing from hand to hand in and 
around the city of Jerusalem. 

AE Prutah minted in Judeia  by Alexander Jannaeus 103-76AC.
Wt: 0.9gr, Ø: 12mm, Axis: 0º. Obv: Wooden Wheel. Rev: Âncora 
encircled by the Gk legend BASILEOU ALEXANDROU
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Man with the Water Jar
• And He said to them, "When you have entered the city, a man 

will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him into the 
house that he enters. (Lk 22:10)

• This act helped set the man apart noticeably for identification, as 
it was highly unusual for a man to carry such a domestic article. 
The disciples were to say to him, "The Teacher says, 'My time is 
at hand; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My 
disciples.'" He was probably a servant in the house where the 
meal was to be eaten. So when Peter and John followed him 
home, they repeated Jesus' words to the owner, who then 
showed them the upper room (Mk 14:14-15).

• A clandestine approach was needed to prevent Jesus' 
premature betrayal. As Jesus was identified as the Teacher, it 
seems that the servant, and certainly the owner, were believers 
in the Lord. 

• Likely Jesus secretly had prearranged for the room with the 
unnamed owner. In any case, He knew in advance that the 
accommodations would be large, located on an upper level, and 
be fully furnished for the meal (Mk 14:15).(MNTC)
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The Upper Room

• Today, the Cenacle or Cenaculum (“dining hall”) is a room built over 
the traditional site of the Upper Room. Although the Last Supper 
may have occurred in the vicinity they could not have happened here 
— for the room was built 1,200 years after the events! 

View looking SE inside the “Upper Room,” also called the “Cenacle”. 
This room was constructed in the 12th c AD and refurbished by the 
Franciscans in the 14th c.  According to  tradition, this room is the site 
of the Last Supper and the room on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2.  
(HLP)

Today’s Mount Zion is located on the W ridge of the older portions of 
Jerusalem—just S of the Old City wall.   Although the original Mt 
Zion was not located here, but on the lower eastern hill, there are 
many “traditions” associated with this Mt Zion, such as the burial 
place of King David, the site of Caiaphas the High Priest and the site 
of the Last Supper. (HLP)

http://www.bible-history.com/
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Washing the Disciples’ 
Feet

• Then He poured water into the basin, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 
them with the towel with which He was girded. 
(Jn 13:5)

• Footwashing was an act of hospitality to 
guests in Bible times. People traveling the 
dusty roads in Israel needed to wash their feet 
for comfort and cleanliness. 

• Foot-washing was generally performed by the 
lowliest servant in the household (Lk 7:44), but 
sometimes by the host's wife. 

• Guests were often offered water and vessels 
for washing their own feet (Jg 19:21). 

• At the Last Supper, Jesus washed His 
disciples' feet as a lesson in humility in ministry 
that they must always be ready to perform for 
one another (Jn 13:5-17). 

• 1 Ti 5:10 suggests that the early church 
followed Christ's example in observing the 
ritual of foot-washing. But many churches 
reject this because the other duties mentioned 
in the verse are household tasks. Churches of 
some denominations continue to practice foot-
washing even today (Nelson’s).

Mennonite ritual  
footwashing

A drawing of what 
historians think a 
portable footbath 
may have looked 
like. Image from: 
Heaton, E.W. 
Everyday Life in Old 
Testament Times 
(New York: Charles 
Scribner's Son), p. 
91.
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The Last Supper

• Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with 
the twelve disciples…While they were eating, Jesus took some 
bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." 

• And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 
But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on 
until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's 
kingdom." (Mt 26:20, 26-29)

AVN
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Passover and the Last Supper
• When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him. 

And He said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer; for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God." (Lk 22:14-16)

• (Unger’s) The following order of observing the Passover prevailed at the time of 
Christ: 

(1) The head of the household, or celebrant, blessed the 1st cup of wine, of which all partook.
(2) The hands were then washed, this act being accompanied by a benediction. 
(3) The table was then set with the Paschal lamb, unleavened bread, bitter herbs, and sauce. 
(4) The celebrant first, and then others, dipped a portion of the bitter herbs into the sauce and ate 

them. 
(5) The dishes were removed and a 2nd cup of wine brought, followed by an interval for asking 

questions as to the meaning of this strange procedure, and then the wine was passed. 
(6) The table being again set, the celebrant then repeated the commemorative words that opened 

what was strictly the Paschal supper - a solemn thanksgiving and reading of Ps 103-104. 
(7) Then a second washing of hands with a short blessing, the breaking of one of the two cakes of 

unleavened bread, with thanks. The bread was then dipped, with the bitter herbs, into the sauce, 
and eaten. 

(8) Meat was eaten with the bread, accompanied by another blessing, a 3rd cup of wine known as the 
cup of blessing (1 Co 10:16), and then 

(9) a 4th cup, with the recital of Ps 115-118 (hence it was known as the cup of the Hallel, of the Song 
of Sol. 

(10) To end, there might be a 5th cup, provided that the Great Hallel was sung over it (possibly Ps 120-
138).
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Passover and the Last Supper

• "Comparing the ritual thus gathered from rabbinic writers with the 
NT, and assuming (1) that it represents substantially the common 
practice of our Lord's time; and (2) that the meal of which he and 
his disciples partook was either the Passover itself or an 
anticipation of it, conducted according to the same rules, we are 
able to point, though not with absolute certainty, to the points of 
departure which the old practice presented for the institution of the 
new. 

• “To s/n 1 or 3, or even to 8, we may refer the first words and the 
first distribution of the cup (Lk 22:17-18); 

• “to 2 or 7, the dipping of the sop (Jn 13:26); 
• “to 7, or to an interval during or after 8, the distribution of the bread 

(Mt 26:26; Mk 14:22; Lk 22:19; 1 Co 11:23-24); 
• “to 9 or 10 ( 'after supper,' Lk 22:20), the thanksgiving and 

distribution of the cup, and the hymn with which the whole was 
ended." (Bennett, Christian Archaeology, p. 416).
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Passover and the Last Supper
• By the time of the 1st c, rabbinic traditions had modified the ritual for the celebration of the family Passover meal 

from that set forth in Ex 12. People gathered for the meal in the evening before sundown, and reclined on 
couches or mats around a low table. 

• a. The head of the household, or chief celebrant, blessed the cup and the wine, which he and the others drank. 
Then they all washed their hands, again reciting a special blessing. The table was set out with the lamb, 
unleavened bread, bitter herbs, and Haroseth (a special sauce made of dates, figs, raisins, and vinegar, 
reminiscent of the mortar used in building with mud bricks in Egypt) 

• b1. The head of the table dipped some of the bitter herbs in the Haroseth and ate them; then all the others did 
the same. The dishes were taken off the table and a cup of wine filled. After traditional questions about the 
meaning of the meal were asked and answered, the cup of wine was passed and drunk by all. 

• b2. The dishes were then returned to the table and the head of the household spoke a blessing over the meal; 
group singing of Pss 113 and 114, part of the Hallel, followed. Then the celebrants washed their hands a 
second time with another blessing, and, saying a prayer of thanksgiving the head of the table broke one of the 
two loaves of unleavened bread and passed pieces around to all assembled. They dipped the pieces of bread 
in the Haroseth ("sop") and ate them. 

• c. Then they ate the lamb with the rest of the bread, and passed a third cup of wine called the "cup of blessing." 
• d. When this was drunk, a fourth cup of wine was passed, and the group sang Ps 115-118, the remainder of the 

Hallel, and recited some prayers. The fourth cup of wine was called the "cup of Hallel." 
• In comparing this traditional 1st c Passover meal with the meal Jesus had in the upper room with his disciples, 

one can identify the first distribution of the cup (Lk 22.17), dipping the sop (Jn 13.26), a period of time between 
distributing the bread and passing the cup (Lk 22.19, 20), and singing a hymn at the close of the meal (Mt 
26.30). 

• Jesus, a devout Jew, used the traditional elements of the Passover meal to show his disciples how he was 
himself the fulfilment of the Passover. His disciples recorded those elements that he filled with new meaning; 
they have become the essential elements of the Lord's Supper, or communion. (Historic Jesus)

• The Jews observed the Passover by preparing the lamb offering, and eating it with bitter herbs and unleavened 
bread. The sacrifice was offered at the Temple in Jerusalem.  After the Temple’s destruction in AD 70, the lamb 
could not be sacrificed. The rituals developed independent of the Temple and its sacrificial rites. The Mishnah, 
edited in about 200, explicitly frees ritual acts from the Temple, turning the sacrificial meal into today’s sedar. 
The Lord’s Supper was the sacrificial meal following the animal sacrifice at the Temple, but it was not the later 
rabbinic sedar. 
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Seating in the Last Supper

• In NT times, peope would eat the Passover on mats arounda low table. To 
express the sense that the guests at the table were children of a king, the 
Rabbis insisted that at least a part pf the feast should be partaken of in a 
recumbent position, with the L elbow on the table, head resting on the hand, and 
space between guests to allow the R hand to move freely. This showed that they 
were wealthy in spirit, if not in material goods. Slaves ate standing; free persons 
ate reclining.

• The seating arrangement above is suggested Dr Donald B. Strobe.  
• Note there were 4 numbers at 4 of the reclining places. The L-hand table is the 

most important. Seat 1= place of honour (the host, Jesus). He usually had a R- 
and a L-hand man reclining on either side of him (Mt 20:20-21). If the friend who 
offered the room had been at the feat, he would certainly have washed their feet 
(Lk 22:11). 

• The custom was for a guest to rest on his L elbow and eat with the right hand. 
John leaned on Jesus’ breast (Jn 13:23, 25), so Seat 2 = John. 

• Seat 3 probably Judas (a) the sop was customarily offered to the guest of 
honour, who reclined left of the host (b) Judas had to be close enough to Jesus 
to be eating from the same dishes

• Seat 4 is the lowest seat. Was this where Peter was, as he was the last to have 
his feet washed? He could also motion to John from there.
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http://members.aol.com/peterwebit/Strobeseating.html

