
Joshua 1

Joshua (1-8)

You removed a vine from Egypt;
You drove out the nations and planted it. 

You cleared the ground before it,
And it took deep root and filled the land. 

(Ps 80:8-9)
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Joshua 1-8

• Joshua ben Nun
• The conquest (pattern,  

archaeology, 
archaeological sites for Late Date, 
the Bible and archaeological record
, archaeological sites, Merenptah 
stela)

• 2:1 Abel-Shittim
• 2 Jericho (reconnaissance, Rahab

 helps the spies)
• 3 Crossing the Jordan (the river, 

biblical significance, Adam, 
earthquakes, flooding)

• 4:8 Memorial stones

• 4-5 Gilgal (encampment, 
circumcision, biblical significance, 
site)

• 6 Defeat of Jericho (rams’ horn)
• 6 Jericho (site, fortification, 

fallen walls)
• 7:2 Bethel (Beitin, el-Bireh)
• 7 Defeat at Ai (sin of Achan)
• 7 Achan (Valley of Achor)
• 8 Victory at Ai (sicklesword, 

battle map, map)
• 8 Ai (et-Tell, Khirbet Nisya, Khirbet

 el-Maqatir)
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Joshua 8-24

• 8 Shechem (ceremony, site, Mt 
Ebal altar

• 9 Gibeonites (Gibeon
 biblical significance, site, cities)

• 10:1-11 S campaign (
confederate cities, map)

• 10:10-11 Beth-horon road (
hailstones)

• 10:12-14 A prolonged day (
explanations, Valley of Aijalon)

• 10:16 Makkedah
• 10:28-45 S campaign (subjugation

)
• 10:34-35 Eglon (Tell el-Hesi)
• 10:36-37 Hebron (Tell Rumeideh)
• 10:38-40 Debir (Tell Beit Mirsim; 

Kh Rabud)

• 11 N campaign (map, 
confederate regions, 
confederate cities)

• 11:10-11 Hazor
• 12:1-6 Cities defeated in the 

Transjordan
• 12:9-24 Cities defeated in the S
• 15:52-54 The conquest route
• 12:7 Mt Halak
• 15:3 Ascent of Akkrabbim
• 12-22 The Land divided (Manasseh)
• 18:1 Shiloh (biblical significance, Kh 

Seilun, site, MBA sanctuary, 
destruction, the Tabernacle)

• 21:45 Fulfilment
 of the Lord’s promises

• 23-24 Joshua’s final address
• 24:26 Shechem stone pillar
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Joshua ben Nun
• Joshua ben Nun Originally called Hoshea (“salvation” cf Nu 13:8), he was renamed 

Jehoshua or Joshua (“Yahweh is salvation”; Nu 13:16) by Moses. Joshua in Gk = 
Iēsous “Jesus”.

• Born in Egypt, from the tribe of Ephraim and was a young man at the time of the 
exodus (33:1).

• Moses chose him to be his “minister”, probably his personal attendant.
• Was present on the mountain when Moses received the law (24:13f).
• Was the guardian of the tent of meeting when Moses met with YHWH (33:11)
• Led the detachment to repel the Amalekites at Rephidim (17:9).
• One of the 12 sent to spy out Canaan (Nu 13:8). With Caleb, he submitted the minority 

report urging the people to go in and take the land. As a result, he and Caleb were 
allowed to enter Canaan (14:30).

• Joshua was commissioned by YHWH to become the leader when Moses died (Dt 
31:14f, 23)

• His strategy as a general was to set up a base at Gilgal, effectively cutting the land in 
two, enabling him to take first the S, then the N.

• Israel was effective based not just on Joshua’s skills, but also on YHWH who fought in 
the battles (Js 5:13-15). He gave Israel the victory; Joshua was only His servant.

• Joshua’s character is part of the theological message of the book:
– Pictured both as a second Moses leading the people to victory in YHWH’s name 

and power and as a prototype of ideal kingship in Israel;
– Embodied the traits necessary to all servant leaders by his righteousness, wisdom 

and loyalty to the Lord.
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The conquest pattern
• The Cisjordan Canaanites had no unified, overall military organization with which to 

confront Israel. Their absence of political cohesion was matched by the lack of any 
Canaanite national consciousness. This political fragmentation in Canaan is shown by 
the situation depicted in the EA Letters (mid-14th c), as well as in the list of 31 
Canaanite kings defeated by Joshua (12:9–24). 

• Because the Canaanites lacked a broad territorial defence system, they did not stop 
the Israelites from fording the Jordan, even though the river was an excellent obstacle.

• Their opposition was the work of the Lord for His purpose. For it was of the LORD to 
harden their hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order that he might utterly destroy them, 
that they might receive no mercy, but that he might destroy them, just as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. (11:20)

• The Israelites used specific military tactics designed to compensate for their natural 
deficiencies as a technologically inferior invading force facing fortified cities, such as 
the maximum use of intelligence and reconnaissance operations (Nu 13; 21:32; Js 
2:24; Jg 1:23; ch 18). 

• They adopted “the indirect approach”, avoiding frontal assault and siege warfare, as 
well as straightforward encounters with enemy forces, especially chariotry, in the open 
field. To achieve this the Israelites resorted to tactics based on deception—feints, 
decoys, ambushes and diversionary manoeuvres—any guile to attain surprise in 
overcoming the enemy.

• But above  all, it was the Lord’s enabling of Israel that was the decisive factor. "Then I 
sent the hornet before you and it drove out the two kings of the Amorites from before 
you, but not by your sword or your bow. I gave you a land on which you had not 
laboured, and cities which you had not built, and you have lived in them; you are 
eating of vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.” (24:12-13)
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The conquest archaeology
• There are essentially two views of the Israelite occupation of Canaan. 
(1) Follows the Biblical view; that is, the Israelite occupation was initiated by several lightning military 

attacks on major Canaanite cities and was followed after some time by Israelite occupation of 
adjacent areas thus subdued. Certain Canaanite enclaves like Jerusalem held out much longer, even 
to David’s time. This view is associated especially with the great American archaeologist, William 
Foxwell Albright. Within this view there is no consensus on the date, either an Early Date of the late 
15th c (say 1406); or the Late Date of the 13th c , the more popular view

(2) There was no direct historic conquest of the 12 tribes into Canaan. The occupation was initiated by 
peaceful Israelite infiltration (gradual entry) of largely unoccupied hill country. Then increasing Israelite 
pressure led to the collapse of the main Canaanite cities. Some even identify two invasions: (a) in the 
15th c led by Moses, and (b) in the 13th c led by Joshua. This second view is associated with scholars 
of the so-called German school: Albrecht Alt and his follower Martin Noth, who based their views 
principally on a study of the literary traditions contained in the Bible, and, more recently, Manfred 
Weippert who tried to conform archaeological evidence to this interpretation of the literary traditions. 

• One major reason why the 13th c is favoured is the archaeological evidence of Israel’s emergence in 
the hill country of central Canaan at the beginning of the 12th c. These changes occurred in Canaan 
around 1200, with the close of the LBA and the beginning of the IRA. 

• The landscape of the central highlands underwent a major transformation. New settlers appeared in 
sizable numbers. Villages were founded on the hilltops, and extensive deforestation took place. Large-
scale terracing of the slopes was undertaken to create areas for agricultural cultivation so that the 
needs of the enlarged population could be met. Throughout the central highlands, cisterns were 
constructed, distinguished by waterproof linings of lime plaster that rendered them impermeable.

• While there is no direct evidence to prove that the new arrivals who were responsible for these 
changes were the tribes of Israel, this is a thoroughly reasonable assumption as the area is where the 
Israelites settled (Js 17:14–18, 20:7, 21:11, 20).

• The question of date of the conquest is inextricably linked to the date of the exodus. The Biblical data 
favours the Early Date, hence the 15  th c conquest of Canaan, and not a gradual incursion. This is 
supported by the Merenptah stela, which confirms the settlement of the Israelites in the 5th year of that 
Pharaoh, between 1220 and 1209. 
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Archaeological sites used to support Late Date Conquest

Sketch map of Israel showing the major sites 
destroyed during the LB/IA transition. (After 
B.Wood, 1985) 

Town sites of the MBA destroyed at the MB/LB transition. 
The clusters of sites match well with the areas attacked 
by the Israelites during the Conquest. 
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The Bible and the archaeological record

√
?

√
?

√
MB II pottery in surface 
surveys

√
Surface surveys 
discovered no LB pottery

Bethel a) Beitin
   b) Bireh

√√√√Hazor

√√√√Lachish

??Occupation indicated by 
surface finds

√Debir (Kh Rabud)

NA
√

NA
√

×
√

×
×

Arad a) Tell Arad
  b) Tell Malhaa

√MB II city of uncertain 
duration

×Hormah/Zephath 
(Tell Masos)

√√√×Hebron (er-
Rumeideh)

Abandoned (no destruction 
recorded Js 9:27)

Not found√×Gibeon (El-Jib)

NA
Site abandoned at end MB II, 
possibly indicating a 
destruction

NA
?

×
Occupation of uncertain 
extent indicated by recent 
excavations

×Ai a) Kh et-Tell
  b) Kh Nisya

√√√×Jericho

Was the city destroyed at end 
MB II?

Was there a 
MB II wall?

Was there an end MB II 
(2000-1550) city?

Was there an end LBA 
(1550-1200) city?

Canaanite cities 
Joshua conquered

Table by John Bimson/David Livingston Legend: √ Yes; × No; ? Unknown; NA 
Inapplicable; Red City burned by Israel (n)
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The conquest (archaeological sites )

(L) Sketch-map of sites of 
the Conquest narratives. 
(Italics indicate modern 
Hebrew or Arabic site-
names.) 

(R) Map showing 
Canaan at the time of 
the Israelite conquest, 
with inset map 
showing corridor of 
Israelite penetration. 
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The conquest (Merenptah stela (n))
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Js 2:1 Abel-Shittim
• While Israel remained at Shittim… (Nu 25:1-2)
• Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies 

secretly from Shittim… (Js 2:1)
• Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and he and all 

the sons of Israel set out from Shittim and came to the 
Jordan, and they lodged there before they crossed. (3:1) 

• Shittim Israel's last camping place before entering Israel 
(Nu 25:1; Js 3:1; Mi 6:5); an abbreviation of Abel-shittim 
"brook of the acacias“ (Nu 33:49). From here Joshua 
sent forth spies into Canaan (Js 2:1). 

• Shittim is a transliteration of Heb. “acacia trees”. It was a 
large area in Moab directly across the Jordan from 
Jericho and NE of the Dead Sea. Israel camped there for 
a long period before crossing into Canaan. 

• While at Shittim, they were blessed by Balaam (whom 
Balak had hired to curse Israel; Nu 22-24), committed sin 
with the Moabite and Midianite women (Nu 25:1), and 
Joshua was announced as Moses' successor (Dt 34:9). 

• It is mod. Tell el-Hammam es Samri (n) about 13km E of 
the Jordan. Loc on the S bank of the perennial Wadi 
Kafrain against the foothills and overlooking theSE 
Jordan Valley. 

• The good water supply (bt L) supports a richer local flora 
than the earlier alternative Tell Iktanu (3km S).

• The modern springs on its S side are warm and slightly 
sulphurous, and may have emerged at slightly different 
locations in the past. They probably fed baths in the late 
Roman/Byz periods, developed with the settlement at 
Abila (Kh. al-Kafrain).

Tell el-Hammam from the E

Nahr el-Hammam
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Js 2:1 Jericho (reconnaissance)

• Then Joshua the son of Nun 
sent two men as spies secretly 
from Shittim, saying, "Go, view 
the land, especially Jericho." 
So they went and came into 
the house of a harlot whose 
name was Rahab, and lodged 
there. (2:1)

Artwork by Nurit Tzarfati
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Js 2:15 Jericho (Rahab helps the spies)

• Then she let them down by a 
rope through the window, for her 
house was on the city wall, so 
that she was living on the wall. 
(2:15)
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Js 3 Crossing the Jordan

• So when the people set out from their tents to cross the Jordan with the 
priests carrying the ark of the covenant before the people, and when those 
who carried the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying 
the ark were dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its 
banks all the days of harvest), the waters which were flowing down from 
above stood and rose up in one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the 
city that is beside Zarethan; and those which were flowing down toward the 
sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So the people 
crossed opposite Jericho. And the priests who carried the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all 
Israel crossed on dry ground, until all the nation had finished crossing the 
Jordan. (3:14-17)
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Js 3 River Jordan

• The Jordan River Longest and most important river in Israel. Its Heb. name Yarden "the 
descender" or "flowing downward" (Arab, Nahr-esh-Sheriah, "the watering-place") simply 
denotes its rapid descent from its headwaters at the foot of Mt Hermon, at more than 300m asl, 
to its mouth at the Dead Sea, at nearly 400m bsl (n). 

• Its total straight-line length from its sources is about 167km (but the twists and turns of its lower 
section make its total length >320km) during which it falls 725m. The river follows a N-S route 
through the Jordan Rift, part of the giant Syrian-E African Rift, descending gradually from the 
Huleh Lake (2m asl) to the Dead Sea (388m bsl). 

• (a) The Upper Jordan descends quickly from Lake Huleh Lake on a 30km course, passing 
through the basaltic lip that forms the S dam of the Huleh Basin, to the Sea of Galilee (209m 
bsl). (b) The Lower Jordan the Lower Jordan drops 186m following 300km of a snakelike 
riverbed cut through an especially fertile plain called the region of Jordan (Mt 3:5), called in 
Arab. the Ghor “sunken plain”, the canyon floor, although the Dead Sea is only ≈ 105km S. 

• This section is properly the Jordan of the Bible. The river flows in a rugged and tortuous course 
through a ravine varying W:80 to 800m,  D:12-45m, into the Dead Sea, the lowest place on the 
earth's surface. The river ranges D:0.9-3m, and W: 27-30m 100. The shallowness, swiftness, 
and twisting nature of the river combine to make it unsuitable for moving people or trade items. 

• During the biblical period the Ghor (ez-Zor) harboured lush growths of trees and brush and 
animals such as lions, leopards, boars, and ibex, along with foxes, hyenas, and jackals. There 
were many fording places but the thickness of the jungle-like growth made the crossing difficult. 
In addition, spring usually brought floods which made crossing the river impossible. 

The Jordan  13km N of the Sea of 
Galilee, at the "Daughters of Jacob" 
bridge. (Sandals/Sarah Carter)
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Js 3 River Jordan (biblical significance)
• After Moses’ death, Joshua assumed leadership of the Israelites and prepared them to cross 

the Jordan. When the priests carrying the Ark of Covenant stepped into the water, God 
miraculously blocked the flow of the river at Adam, near the Jabbok-Wadi Fari’a crossing, 
allowing all the people to pass through it on dry ground (ch 3). 

• The prophet Elisha commanded the Syrian general, Naaman, to wash in the Jordan River 7 
times to be healed of his leprosy. At first, Naaman rejected this directive, considering it foolish. 
When he finally obeyed, God healed him (2 Ki 5:10-14). 

• Elisha performed another miracle in the Jordan, causing an iron ax head to float after it had 
fallen from its handle into the water (2 Ki 6:1-7). 

• The Jordan flows from the Yarmouk confluence S to the Dead Sea, comprising the lower Beit 
She'an and Yarmouk valleys and the Zor, Aqatar and Ghor subdivisions in the lower Jordan 
Valley. There are several biblical terms connected specifically with the Jordan: 

• Kikkar ha-yarden (“plain of the Jordan”): the cultivable middle section of the three terraces 
composing the Jordan Valley. Its fertility attracted Lot recalling the garden of the Lord, like the 
land of Egypt. 

• Gelilot ha-yarden (“region about the Jordan”): The upper lands of the Jordan Valley
• Ge'on ha-yarden (“thickets of the Jordan”): The lowest terrace, bordering on the river itself. 

Here the sons of the prophets went to cut wood; it was the haunt of dangerous beasts, even 
lions and is cited as the opposite of lands where man is safe. 

• In Biblical times, the Ghor was called the jungle gaon “pride” of the Jordan. Cotton, rice, 
sugar, indigo and other tropical plants grew there to sustain human needs. The Jordan Valley 
was overgrown with thick vegetation such as willows, Acacia, Oleander thistles, reeds, broom 
plants and underbrush. It was the home of lions, leopards, and others. 

• Fords: The Jordan was easily bridged owing to the 45 naturally created fords. Many 
secondary streams descended into the river from the E and W mountains of Transjordan, 
causing much eroded soil to settle in the river forming the fords. Most of the fords mentioned 
in the Bible are those of the Jordan. It was only by means of the fords that man and beast 
could cross the River on dry land. (n)
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Js 3 Crossing the Jordan 
(Adam)• …and when those who carried the ark came into the 

Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark 
were dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan 
overflows all its banks all the days of harvest), the 
waters which were flowing down from above stood 
and rose up in one heap, a great distance away at 
Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and those 
which were flowing down toward the sea of the 
Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So 
the people crossed opposite Jericho. And the priests 
who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan 
while all Israel crossed on dry ground, until all the 
nation had finished crossing the Jordan. (3:15-17)

• Adam A town near the Jordan, and beside Zarethan 
( 3:16) = Tell ed-Damieh on the E bank of the river, 
near the mouth of the Jabbok and 29km above 
Jericho. Here the waters miraculously rose in a heap 
while the Israelites crossed the Jordan River. 

• The forbidding terrain of the Ghor would have made 
it impossible for Joshua to have led Israel across at 
the Adam location as some traditions hold. One 
practical crossing point S of the Adam Bridge is near 
or below the Wadi Kelt, just N of the Dead Sea 
where there are no steep banks on either side of the 
river. 
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Js 3 
Earthquakes

• The miracle of the crossing is shown by the waters of the 
Jordan stopping their flow suddenly and the Israelites 
crossing on dry ground. 

• There is no archaeological evidence that this happened in 
1400 BC, but it is relevant to note that the Jordan valley is 
the N end of the Great Rift, the boundary between two 
tectonic plates, and a seismically active area. 

• At Adam (mod Damiya) earthquakes have caused rubble to 
fall into the river, damming it up and interrupting its flow for 
several hours. This is reported in the years 1160, 1267 (16 
hours), 1546, 1834, 1906, and 1927 (21 hours). 

• In the 1267 mudslide, a large mound on the W side of the 
Jordan at Adam fell into the river and damned it for 16 
hours. In the 1927 earthquake, a 45m section of cliff fell into 
the Jordan near Adam and blocked the river for 21 
hours. Typically, these dammings of the river lasted for 
about a day and a half, plenty of time for the Israelite army to 
cross at the ford near Jericho, something that would have 
been very difficult otherwise, since all this happened just 
after harvest, during the flood stage of the river. 

• "The Joshua account describes what appears to be a 
blockage of the Jordan River's flow, extending somewhere 
far upstream and to the north of the city Adam…Throughout 
recorded history, tremors have been known to bring down 
the valley walls, throwing natural dams across the river, 
typically near the village of Damiya…Blockages of the 
Jordan were recorded in AD 1906, 1834, 1546, 1267, and 
1160. During the 1267 earthquake, according to the Arab 
historian Nowairi, a hill on the west bank, near Damiya, 
suddenly quivered and leaped like a living thing. It stumbled 
into the river, cutting it off. For sixteen hours no water flowed 
south from Damiya to the Dead Sea.” 
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Js 3 Flooding

Al-Magthas (supposed baptism site of Jesus at 
the Jordan), before the flood

Al-Magthas site after the flood
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Js 4:8 Memorial stones

• Thus the sons of Israel did as 
Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones from the 
middle of the Jordan, just as 
the LORD spoke to Joshua, 
according to the number of the 
tribes of the sons of Israel; and 
they carried them over with 
them to the lodging place and 
put them down there. (4:8)
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Js 4:19-20 Gilgal (encampment)

• Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth of the first 
month and camped at Gilgal on the eastern edge of Jericho. Those 
twelve stones which they had taken from the Jordan, Joshua set up at 
Gilgal. (4:19-20)
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Js 5 Gilgal 
(circumcision)

• At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make for 
yourself flint knives and circumcise again the sons 
of Israel the second time." So Joshua made 
himself flint knives and circumcised the sons of 
Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth…Then the LORD said 
to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away the reproach 
of Egypt from you." So the name of that place is 
called Gilgal to this day. (5:2-3, 9)

• Joshua supervised the circumcision of the males 
of the new generation at a place called Gibeath 
Haaraloth ("hill of foreskins"), later renamed Gilgal 
(v 9). Many modern EVV simply give the Hebrew 
name, although an explanatory note giving the 
meaning of the name is often included. This act 
marked the renewal of the relationship between 
God and his people. 

• The reproach of Egypt (v 9) refers to Israel’s 
national disgrace of enslavement in Egypt and 
homelessness in the wilderness of Sinai. God 
rolled away this reproach when He had the 
Israelites circumcised (related to the Heb. word 
galal, "roll" or "roll away"). Israel’s bondage was 
completely removed. Since circumcision 
represented a renewal of the covenant, the 
Israelites were now ready to keep the Passover, 
the annual festival that commemorated their 
deliverance by God from slavery in Egypt (v 10).

Obisdian (flint) knives
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Js 5 Gilgal (biblical significance)
• Gilgal Several towns are named Gilgal in Scripture, but Gilgal near the Jordan is the most important 

historically. 
• Here the Israelites first encamped after they crossed the Jordan, and the 12 stones were set up as a 

memorial of God’s miracle in allowing Israel to cross through the river on dry ground (4:19-24)
• The men of Israel born during the wilderness wanderings were circumcised here as they had not done 

so (5:7). 
• Here, the Israelites observed the Passover for the first time since leaving Egypt (5:10). The day after 

this, they ate produce from the land as the supply of manna ceased (5:11,12). 
• Gilgal was Joshua’s base after Israel entered the Land. From there they attacked Jericho and later 

launched the central campaign against the cities of the hill country. From Gilgal, Israel climbed from 
365m bsl to 900m asl on the Central Benjamite Plain. 

• Representatives from Gibeon came to Gilgal to deceive Joshua into making a non-aggression pact (9:6). 
• Here Joshua granted Hebron to Caleb as a reward for faithfulness (14:6). The allotment of tribal 

territories recorded in ch 1519 is also implicitly associated with Gilgal. 
• Jg 2:1 records that the angel of the Lord moved from Gilgal, where he had previously appeared to 

Joshua (5:1315), to Bochim apparently signalling a downturn in Gilgal's significance. It is possible that 
this downturn resulted from the capture of Gilgal by the Moabites, for it is in the vicinity of Gilgal (Jg 
3:19) that Ehud assassinates Eglon of Moab. 

• Gilgal was one of the cities, together with Bethel and Mizpah, Samuel visited annually to judge the 
people (1 Sa 7:16). Saul was confirmed as the first king of Israel at Gilgal after he rescued the city of 
Jabesh-gilead from the Ammonites (1 Sa 11:14,15). 

• Impatient because Samuel was late, Saul presumptuously made burnt offerings at Gilgal, resulting his 
stinging rebuke (1 Sa 14:815). That such offerings were considered appropriate at Gilgal under certain 
circumstances is shown by the peace offerings performed when Saul was made king (1 Sa 11:15). 

• Saul used Gilgal as a base camp for his attack against the Amalekites. After his victory over the 
Amalekites, Saul met Samuel at Gilgal (1 Sa 15:1213), and was rebuked for failing to destroy the flocks 
of the Amalekites (1 Sa 15:2230), resulting in his rejection as king.. 

• A few years later, Judahites gathered at Gilgal to greet David on his return from exile following the death 
of Absalom (2 Sa 19:15).
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Js 5 Gilgal (site)
• Gilgal is a common place name in OT. In all but two cases (5:9; 12:23), it is 

prefixed with the definite article or the definite article and preposition. The 
name appears to mean "circle (of stones)," apparently based on a 
duplication of the root gll "to roll" or "roll away." The MT refers to at least 3, 
and perhaps as many as 5, distinct locations by this name. 

• The connection of “Gilgal” with the verb form "I have rolled away" is a word 
play, from the circumcision ritual (5:29). 

• Gilgal is not referenced until the 8th c, when Amos and Hosea used it as a 
symbol of apostasy. Gilgal appears in parallel with Bethel as a symbol of 
transgression and illegitimate sacrifice (Am 4:4), and the people are 
encouraged to seek Yahweh instead of Bethel and Gilgal (Am 5:5). Hosea 
warns the sons of Ephraim against entering into Gilgal (Ho 4:15), tells them 
that they have been rejected because of the evil they have done in Gilgal 
(9:15), and informs them that sacrifices in Gilgal are useless (12:11). Only 
Micah presents a positive image of Gilgal when, as part of Yahweh's legal 
case against his people because of their violation of the covenant, he asks 
them to remember what happened from Shittim to Gilgal (Mi 6:5).

• The only OT clue to Gilgal’s exact location is in 4:19, where it is loc on the 
east border of Jericho, meaning the territory of Jericho and not the city 
itself. It lay in the flat plain of the Jordan, and was called Geliloth (18:17).

• Although Tell en-Nitla, about 3.2 km E of Jericho, seems to provide the best 
fit for this description, excavations have yielded no evidence for occupation 
before Byz (Muilenberg 1955: 1920). 

• Two more promising candidates are to be found near Kh el-Mefjir (M.R. 
193143), about 1.6km NE of T. es-Sultan. Archaeological soundings at one 
of these sites, a little N, yielded characteristic IRA pottery (Muilenberg 
1955), while work at the other site, slightly W, left the question unanswered 
(Bennett 1972; Landes 1975). 

• Jos. gives the distance from the Jordan to Gilgal as 50 stadia (≈ 10km), with 
Gilgal being about 10 stadia from Jericho. These distances fit best with Kh. 
Mefjir. Although it seems quite possible that ancient Gilgal is to be found 
somewhere nearby, its exact location remains enigmatic. 

Looking NE along the plain of the Jordan 
Valley nr Jericho. Although the exact location 
of Gilgal is not known, it was probably within 
5km in the distance. (Sandals/Terry C 
Hulbert)

N
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Js 6 Defeat of Jericho

• Then he said to the people, "Go 
forward, and march around the city, 
and let the armed men go on before 
the ark of the LORD." And it was so, 
that when Joshua had spoken to the 
people, the seven priests carrying the 
seven trumpets of rams' horns before 
the LORD went forward and blew the 
trumpets; and the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD followed them. The 
armed men went before the priests 
who blew the trumpets, and the rear 
guard came after the ark, while they 
continued to blow the trumpets. (6:7-
9, 20)
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Js 6 Defeat of Jericho

• Now Jericho was tightly shut because of the sons of Israel; no one 
went out and no one came in. (6:1)

• At the seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua 
said to the people, "Shout! For the LORD has given you the city. 
(6:16)

Israelite army 
watching Jericho
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Js 6 Defeat of Jericho (Rams’ horn)

• "It shall be that when they make a 
long blast with the ram's horn, and 
when you hear the sound of the 
trumpet, all the people shall shout 
with a great shout; and the wall of the 
city will fall down flat, and the people 
will go up every man straight ahead." 
(6:5)

Trumpet (shofar), L:33.5cm, 
Made of a ram's horn, straightened out 
and flattened; a scalloped opening edge. 
Engraved zigzags in three wavy, parallel 
lines. The integral mouthpiece of oval 
conoidal shape is carved out of the cut-off 
tip of the horn. (MFA)
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Js 6 Jericho (site)

City IV Jericho (Bryan 
Wood) (n)

Jericho (Sellin and Watzinger) This photo was taken at the first major 
excavation at Jericho, conducted by Sellin and Watzinger. On a diagonal 
at lower R is a portion of the stone revetment wall, rising to H:4.6m; its 
scale is evident from the man at far R. The revetment wall surrounded 
the city at the base of the sloping earthen rampart and provided a first 
line of defence for the city at the top of the slope (see plan). Atop this 
revetment wall a mudbrick parapet wall is clearly visible. Behind the 
parapet, across photo’s cn, are the remains of houses inside the 
revetment wall on the top of the rampart. These same buildings can be 
seen on the plan. These houses seem to have been on the “wrong side 
of the tracks” in Jericho; their walls were rather flimsy—only one brick 
thick. Dr Bryan Wood (ABR)  suggests that Rahab might have lived in 
one of these houses on the sloping rampart between the revetment wall 
encircling the bottom of the hill and the city wall that surrounded the top 
of the tell. 

Tell es-Sultan
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Js 6:20 Jericho (fortification)
• So the people shouted, and priests blew the 

trumpets; and when the people heard the sound 
of the trumpet, the people shouted with a great 
shout and the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight 
ahead, and they took the city. (6:20)

• Jericho had an impressive fortification with a 
guard tower and two walls: an inner wall T:3.7m 
and an outer wall T:1.8m, H:10.7m. The inner 
wall was 1.5-3m inside of the outer one (n). 

• Residents built houses on planks between the 
walls, and Rahab's house was likely built that 
way. The spies then could climb out her window 
to flee the town. 

• Jericho was a small to medium-sized city on a 
3.4m high hill 180 x 370m. The hill had a 35° 
slope, and thus battering rams could not break 
down the walls very well. 

• Jericho occupied 3.2ha compared to Megiddo 
(5.7ha), and Hazor (80ha). At most, 10,000 
people lived in Jericho. A spring inside the city 
supplied water, and Jericho was heavily fortified; 
it would be difficult to capture. These facts the 
two spies would have observed and reported to 
Joshua. 
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Js 6 Jericho (fallen walls)
• (tp R) Jericho’s walls shatter as an earthquake 

rumbles across the great rift of the Jordan Valley. 
At bottom, the city’s stone revetment wall (large 
boulders) and the crenelated mudbrick parapet wall 
on top of it (smaller bricks) start to crumble. 

• The mudbrick city wall on top of the tell (tp L) 
cracks and tumbles down as well; the quake splits 
houses built on top of the earthen rampart between 
the lower and upper walls. Piles of crumbled bricks 
form rough ramps, allowing an invader to go directly 
into the fatally exposed city. (n)

Gene Fackler

Signs of destruction from the final phase of City IV. “The destruction was 
complete,” wrote K Kenyon. She discovered a debris layer 1m or more thick 
across her entire excavation area. This debris is visible in the W balk behind 
the metre stick in the photo. The destruction debris has been removed 
elsewhere to expose the remains of the destroyed city. Tp R) At the top of the 
N balk is an erosion layer consisting of material washed down from further up 
the slope. (tp L) Within the destruction debris of the N balk are the remains of 
a late-14th c structure, a cobbled, stepped street. The line of stones that 
extends from the cn L edge of the larger photo to the cn bt is a drain that 
passed under the street preserved at tp L. The drain was originally covered 
with stones, but the channel of the drain is exposed here in the upper part. 
The street led from the summit of the city’s SE slope to the spring on the E 
side of the city, which today fills the modern reservoir. 



Joshua 31

Js 7:2 Bethel (Beitin)

• Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, 
east of Bethel, and said to them, "Go up and spy out the land." So the 
men went up and spied out Ai. (7:2)

• Bethel is identified with modern Beitin. It stands upon the point of a 
low rocky ridge, between two shallow wadis, which unite, the water 
then falling into the Wadi Suweinit toward the SE. 
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Js 7:2 Bethel 
(Beitin)

• Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and 
said to them, "Go up and spy out the land." (7:2)

• Bethel is mentioned 72 times in OT and in ancient times it was important for both 
geographic and religious reasons. It lay on the main N-S road, about 6km N of the 
Benjamite town of Mizpah. It also lay at the junction of an E-W road crossing the central 
hills from Jericho, and thence through the Valley of Aijalon to the coastal plain. 

• The E section of this road, between Jericho and Bethel, was followed by the Israelites 
after their conquest of Jericho (7:2). It was also along this road, where the prophet 
Elisha, after curing the spring at Jericho by throwing salt into it, encountered a group of 
bullying youths.

• (tp) The site of ancient Bethel is now occupied by mod. Beitin on the outskirts of al-Bierh. 
The Jewish settlement of Beit El is < 1.6km away from Ramallah. Both villages preserve 
the ancient name. 

• The site is loc in the centre of the village, in a small valley. Habitation in Beitin dates 
back to prehistoric times and excavations have uncovered flint tools, pottery and animal 
bones dating back to the 5th c BC. A few hundred metres SE of the village are some 
excavated remains of temple foundations. 
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Js 7:2 Bethel (el-
Bireh)

• Bethel was near to and roughly W of Ai in the cn highlands 
(Gn 12:8). If Bethel = Beitin, then Ai = Kh et-Tell, the only 
site E of Beitin which has clear remains from OT period, but 
without evidence of any occupation at the time of the 
conquest between end EBA (c 2300) and the beginning of 
IRA (c 1160) when a small, unwalled village, typical of the 
period, was established on the mound. Israel's capture and 
destruction of Ai has therefore been a longstanding problem 
for scholars who have tried to correlate the biblical traditions 
with archaeological evidence. 

• D. Livingston proposed [1970; 1987] that Beitin ≠ Bethel (n). 
Beitin is still a significant site, with archaeological remains 
from virtually all of OT period, and may be biblical Bethaven. 
Its name is a possible reflex of Bethaven (spelt Bethaun in 
Ono.), and there is no evidence to stand in the way of the 
identification. 

• Mod. el-Bireh fits the site 12 Rm N of Jerusalem located by 
Eus The 12th Roman milestone itself has never been found, 
but the 3rd, 4th and 5th have, along with another from Kh. esh-
She, indicating that the latter must have been the 11th. This 
place lies S of el-Bireh, putting el-Bireh near Rm 12  
[Livingston 1987]. 

• El-Bireh has never been excavated and the existence of a 
thriving modern town makes excavation unlikely. However, a 
surface-survey of the highest point in the town produced 
pottery from most of the major archaeological periods, 
suggesting the site was an important one in OT times. 

• The early Christian pilgrim Egeria (4th c)  said that 45km S of 
Neapolis lay a village called Bethar, and 1.6km S of 'the 
place where Jacob slept on his way to Mesopotamia' i.e. 
Bethel [Wilkinson 1971:155]. This makes sense if Bethel 
stood at el-Bireh, for the village she calls Bethar would then 
be Eus's Bethaun and biblical Bethaven; if Bethel is located 
at Beitin, there are no ruins N of it to equate with Egeria's 
Bethar. 

Sketch map showing the sites of et-Tell and Kh Nisya in 
relation to Jericho and Jerusalem. A scale in Roman 
miles is provided in order to compare the distances of 
the two candidates for Bethel (Birch & Beitin) from Old 
Jerusalem. 
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Js 7 Defeat at Ai

• The men of Ai struck down about thirty-
six of their men, and pursued them from 
the gate as far as Shebarim and struck 
them down on the descent, so the 
hearts of the people melted and became 
as water. (7:5)

• Ai (Heb Hai, "the Ruin"). A city near 
Bethel where Abraham sojourned upon 
his arrival in Canaan (Gn 12:8) and 
which the conquering Israelites under 
Joshua destroyed (7:2-5; 8:1-29). 

• The site is commonly identified with Et-
Tell, 2.4km from Bethel and excavated 
in 1933-35 by Judith Marquet-Krause. 
However, the diggings revealed an 
occupational gap in the history of the 
mound from 2200 till after 1200.
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Js 7 Ai (sin of Achan)
• Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, I 

implore you, give glory to the LORD, the God 
of Israel, and give praise to Him; and tell me 
now what you have done. Do not hide it from 
me." 

• So Achan answered Joshua and said, "Truly, 
I have sinned against the LORD, the God of 
Israel, and this is what I did: when I saw 
among the spoil a beautiful mantle from 
Shinar and two hundred shekels of silver and 
a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight, then I 
coveted them and took them; and behold, 
they are concealed in the earth inside my 
tent with the silver underneath it.“

• So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to 
the tent; and behold, it was concealed in his 
tent with the silver underneath it. (7:19-22)

Site of Ai at et-Tel ("the mound") nr Beitin 
(Bethel?) 
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Js 7 Ai (sin of Achan)

• …when I saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from Shinar and 
two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in 
weight, then I coveted them and took them; and behold, they are 
concealed in the earth inside my tent with the silver underneath it.“ 
(7:21)

• Beautiful mantle from Shinar (Heb. "cloak of Shinar [or Babylon]"). 
An ample robe with figures of men and animals either embroidered 
or interwoven in the fashion for which the Babylonians were noted. 
It came to mean a valuable piece of clothing in general.

• Bar of gold (Heb. lashon “the tongue (of man or animals)”) Used 
figuratively for an ingot, corresponding to 14th EA lists of gifts from 
the king of Matanni of a lišānu “tongue” (ingot) of gold of 1,000 
shekels in weight. 50 shekels is about 560g.  

• 200 shekels of silver is about 2.7kg, easily portable.
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Js 7 Aachan (Valley of Achor)

• They took them from inside the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the sons of Israel, and 
they poured them out before the LORD. Then Joshua and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of 
Zerah, the silver, the mantle, the bar of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his 
sheep, his tent and all that belonged to him; and they brought them up to the valley of Achor. Joshua 
said, "Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day." And all Israel stoned them 
with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones. They raised over 
him a great heap of stones that stands to this day, and the LORD turned from the fierceness of His 
anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the valley of Achor to this day. (7:23-26)

• Valley of Achor (Heb. Achor, “disaster” or “trouble”). A place SW of Jericho; its name resulted from 
the sin and consequent punishment of Achan (7:24-26). The term "valley of Achor" was proverbial, 
and the expression of the prophet (Ho 2:15), the valley of Achor, a door of hope, is suggestive of the 
good results of discipline.

• Site not identified with certainty, but now suggested as the Buqei’ah Valley (Heb. Biq’at Hureqanya, 
Arab El Buqei’a) a valley in the Judean desert, 6-8 km from the N shore of the Dead Sea, beginning 
5km WNW of Kh Qumran and extending SW into the Judean desert. It is 3 x 11km in size, and is 
drained by Nahal Qidron (Wadi en-Nar) and Nahal Sekhakha into the Dead Sea. 

• From Jericho, it is about 15km away. Such a location would have led Achan and his family away as 
far as possible from Gilgal as well as Ai and in the opposite direction from where Israel was to go, to 
emphasize the need to put away the impurity from Israel’s midst.  

Wadi en Nar (“Valley fo Fire”, S part of 
Nahal Qidron) in the Judean desert
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Js 8 Victory at Ai (sicklesword)

• Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Stretch out the javelin that is in 
your hand toward Ai, for I will give it into your hand." So Joshua 
stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city…For 
Joshua did not withdraw his hand with which he stretched out the 
javelin until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. (8:18, 
26)

• Joshua was using a sicklesword (Heb. kîdôn), in the same way as 
Moses had used a staff (Heb. Mth) in the crossing of the Red Sea 
(Ex 14:16). Clearly we are meant to make the comparison. 

Sickle sword, Middle 
Assyrian, reign of Adad-nirari 
I (1307–1275)
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Js 8 Victory at Ai (battle map)

• And he took about 5,000 men and set them 
in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the 
west side of the city. So they stationed the 
people, all the army that was on the north 
side of the city, and its rear guard on the 
west side of the city, and Joshua spent that 
night in the midst of the valley. (8:11-13)

• (bt L) Schematic plan of the taking of Ai:
1. Ambushing force of Israelites takes up 
concealed position.
2. Main Israelite assault on fortifications.
3. Feigned Israelite retreat into wilderness.
4. Ai’s defenders decoyed into sallying forth 
in pursuit, leaving city undefended.
5. Ambushing Israelite force emerges to 
seize city, putting it to the torch.
6. Main force of Israelites turns to attack 
pursuing defenders, upon sighting smoke 
from city.
7. Ambushing Israelite force sallies forth to 
attack defenders from rear.
8. Ai’s defenders surrounded and 
annihilated.
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Js 8 Victory at Ai (map)

Et-Tell is loc in a hilly 
region within the 
territory of Benjamin. 
A wadi winds down 
from Ai E to Jericho. 
In order to conquer 
the well-defended 
Canaanite city of Ai, 
the Israelites came up 
this wadi from 
Jericho.

Red: Joshua’s main force

Orange: Ambush force

GreeN; Ai’s defenders

Late afternoon sun warms 
the Judean hills in this view 
from Ai toward Jericho and 
throws the distant 
mountains, which lie beyond 
the Jordan Valley, into rosy 
relief. Beneath agricultural 
terrace walls in the 
foreground archaeologists 
excavated Ai. The Israelites 
could have climbed on the 
far side of the hill just 
beyond the village of Deir 
Dibwan, on the L edge of 
photo. (Jospeh Calloway)
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Js 8 Ai (et-Tell)
• et-Tell (literally, “the ruin of the tell”) is a prominent 

ruin usually identified with Ai, about 16km N of 
Jerusalem  Excavations however show that it was 
occupied from 3000-2400 and again after 1200 but 
not during the time of Joshua (1400). Resorting to a 
Late Date theory does not solve the problem (n).

• In 2700 a major destruction occurred, the cause of 
which is still unknown. Subsequently a new city was 
built, reflecting a strong Egyptian influence in its 
architecture. The town continued to thrive until it was 
completely destroyed and abandoned around 2200. 

• Afterward, there was a thousand-year gap (from 
around 2200-1200), with no evidence of a city. This 
means that at the time of the Conquest (either 
1400/1250), the site was totally abandoned, and no 
walled city was ever built on the site again.

• The city at et-Tell was very large (11ha) and 
prominent in the EBA (3000-2300). The summit of 
the tell is dominated by a large broad-house type 
building which is identified either as a temple or a 
palace. Four large stone pillar bases were found 
which supported the roof.

• An alternative for Ai is nearby Kh. El-Maqatir.

Aerial view of T. et-Tell from the N (BP)
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Js 8 Ai (et-Tell)

• So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a desolation until this day. He hanged 
the king of Ai on a tree until evening; and at sunset Joshua gave command and they 
took his body down from the tree and threw it at the entrance of the city gate, and raised 
over it a great heap of stones that stands to this day. (8:28-29)

• Report on excavation at Ai (translated from French): “The discovery of the sanctuary 
was the unexpected result of a long and difficult labour. Situated to the South-West of 
the palace, on a less elevated piece of ground, the site completely disappeared beneath 
a 6m high heap of stones, covering a more or less circular area of about 0.2ha. This 
heap made me think of a tower dominating the view to the South-West.

• “Until most of the other remains were found, almost at the surface of the soil, it was 
difficult to foresee if the transport of that heap of stones would reward our effort. But, 
during the previous work, one characteristic attracted our attention: all heaps of stones 
cover over some intact, ancient, remains. With an average of 80 to 100 men, lasting 
one long month, we were relentless to transport the stones. Cleared of the rubbish, a 
5000-year-old sanctuary, associated with a Citadel, offered itself to our eyes with its set 
of religious furniture scattered on the ground.” [Judith Marquet-Krause, Les Fouilles de 
'Ay (et-Tell), 1933-1935 (Bibliotheque Archeologique et Hisorique 45) Paris: 1949, 16.]
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Js 8 Ai (et-Tell)

EB palace at Ai. An artist has sketched the remains of the 
palace that dominated Ai a millennium before Joshua and 
the Israelites came to Canuan and built their own village on 
the tel using some of these thick, solid walls. (IAA)

EB temple (or palace) of et-Tell (BP)
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Ai (Khirbet Nisya)
• If Bethel = el-Bireh, Livingston suggested Ai = Kh. 

Nisya (et-Tawil), which fits the requirements of Gn 
12:8 in that a significant mountain lies between it 
and el-Bireh. The terrain also makes detailed 
sense of the accounts of the Israelite attacks on 
Ai in Js 7 and 8. 

• Livingston estimated that the area containing 
occupational debris (chiefly pottery) is about 7 
acres (2.8ha). Assuming a high occupation 
density of 200 people per acre, this still gives us 
only 1,400 people. But Ai had 12,000 (8:25), 
implying a truly vast city; 7:3 as suggests a 
smaller figure because its inhabitants are but few. 
(cf Jericho, with an estimated pop. of between 
1,600-2,000) Furthermore, Ai is said to have been 
smaller than Gibeon (10:2); the tell of Gibeon has 
an area of 15 acres, so Ai must have been 
smaller than that. 

• In these respects the site of Kh. Nisya is actually 
a good candidate for Ai. In conclusion, Kh Nisya is 
undoubtedly a better candidate for identification 
with Ai than is Kh et-Tell. It has the correct 
topographical relationship to the true site of 
Bethel, is the right size and was occupied at the 
right periods. But whether or not Kh Nisya is the 
true site of Ai, it is clear that we are no longer 
compelled to look for Ai at et-Tell.

The hill of Kh Nisya has been sculpted into a series of 
agricultural terraces, creating the horizontal striation 
effect which can be clearly seen on its slopes. The 
excavators believe that the ancient site was denuded to 
provide materials for the terracing, leaving little trace of 
the original Bronze Age structures. What does remain is 
the pottery which shows that the site was occupied in 
the MBA. The summit of this barren site is now sparsely 
covered with trees. The modern settlement at the tp R 
of the picture lies beyond the hill. (Photo: D. Livingston) 
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Js 8 Ai (Khirbet el-Maqatir)

• ABR proposes an alternate loc for Ai at Kh. 
el-Maqatir, 1.6km due W of et-Tell. Its 
location fits the approximate area one 
would expect to find the city that Joshua 
destroyed in the conquest.  Furthermore, 
the absence of any evidence of inhabitation 
at et-Tell should compel the honest 
historian to look elsewhere for Ai.

• If Kh. el-Maqatir were to prove to be Ai 
archaeologically (n), its location fits the 
biblical record well. 

• (bt L) The deep Wadi Sheban to the W 
provides a perfect location for the ambush 
forces of the Israelites to hide. Joshua's 
command post was on the hill just E (left) of 
the modern road and he fled E away from 
the wadi allowing the ambush force to 
attack from behind.

Aerial view of Kh. El-Mataqir from the E

Aerial view of Kh. El-Mataqir from the N
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Js 8 (Dt 27:1-16) Shechem (ceremony)
• Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, in Mount Ebal, just 

as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded the sons of Israel, as it 
is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of uncut stones on which 
no man had wielded an iron tool; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the 
LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings. 

• He wrote there on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had 
written, in the presence of the sons of Israel. 

• All Israel with their elders and officers and their judges were standing on both 
sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, the stranger as well as the native. Half of them stood 
in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just as 
Moses the servant of the LORD had given command at first to bless the 
people of Israel. 

• Then afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, 
according to all that is written in the book of the law. There was not a word of 
all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel with the women and the little ones and the strangers who 
were living among them. (8:30-35)

• This covenant has theological significance:
– It was an act of obedience to divine instruction (v 31a)
– All Israel participated, represented by the leadership
– The focus of the ceremony was on Moses’ instructions given in the land 

of Moab
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Js 8 Shechem (site)

• (L) Moses designated Mt 
Gerizim and Mt. Ebal, to 
pronounce the blessing 
and the curse respectively, 
the blessing if you obey 
the commandments of the 
Lord … and the curse, if 
you do not obey the 
commandments (Dt 11:26–
29, 27:11–26). Modern 
Nablus (= Shechem) 
sprawls below the 
mountains.

Aeriel view from the E. Mt Gerizim (L) and Mt Ebal (R). 
(Richard T. Nowitz)
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Js 8 Mt Ebal altar
• In 1980, Israeli archaeologist Adam Zertal discovered 

an apparent altar, the principal structure of a bamah 
(high place), buried within a stone heap on a NE 
ridge of Mt. Ebal. The site contained many potsherds 
dating from early IR I (1220–1000).

• The compound comprised enclosure walls, a large 
rectangular structure built of unhewn stones, 
including spaces deliberately filled with four distinct 
layers of earth, stones, ashes, animal bones, 
potsherds, or combinations of each. 

• The ash layers had 962 animal bones that were 
burned or scorched with the remains of 4 species: 
sheep, goats, domesticated cattle and fallow deer. 
These faunal remains differ from those found in 
typical IR I sites as the range of animals represented 
is quite narrow (donkey and dog are missing). 
Further, the pig, which is attracted to the same 
environment as fallow deer, is lacking. All this 
suggests that the Mt. Ebal ruins was a cultic site 
where animals were sacrificed and eaten. The place 
was abandoned by 1130. 

• Due to its unique location and singular 
characteristics, Zertal believes this was the altar built 
and used when Joshua fulfilled Moses’ command to 
build an altar to Yahweh on Mt Ebal (8:30-35) (this 
finding does not support the Early Date). If proven, 
the design of the Mt. Ebal altar, would be the oldest 
prototype of the Israelite burnt-offering altar.(n)

• The interpretation of the discovery is disputed; it may 
be better connected to the El-berith Temple cf Jg 
9:46. It remains the only IR I (13-12th c) structure 
found at Mt Ebal. 

M. Weinberg
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Js 8 Mt Ebal altar

• This reconstruction drawing illustrates Adam Zertal’s interpretation of the Mt Ebal 
structure as an altar. It is a nearly square (7.5 x 9m) stone structure with what Zertal 
takes to be a 7m ramp. The altar and primary ramp are shown in yellow; blue highlights 
a lower ledge around 3 sides of the altar as well as a narrower and lower ramp alongside 
the main ramp. 

• Zertal has reconstructed the installation as a large outdoor altar upon which animal 
sacrifices were made, connecting it directly with the Bible. If he is correct, this is the only 
instance in which archaeology has ever brought to life a specific installation described in 
the Bible. 

• The structure’s 13th c date is acceptable, since an Egy scarab found there can be dated 
to the late 13th c. Occupation levels produced burned bones of 4 kinds of animals, 3 of 
them mentioned in the Torah in connection with descriptions of sacrificial rituals. Sheep, 
goats and small cattle are kosher, but not roe deer. 

• Other archaeologists disagree with Zertal’s interpretation of the site, however, seeing it 
as nothing more than an isolated fort or a farmhouse.

Reconstruction of Mt Ebal 
altar by Judith Dekel
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Js 9 Gibeonites

• When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what 
Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, they also 
acted craftily and set out as envoys, and took 
worn-out sacks on their donkeys, and wineskins 
worn-out and torn and mended, and worn-out 
and patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out 
clothes on themselves; and all the bread of their 
provision was dry and had become crumbled.

• They went to Joshua to the camp at Gilgal and 
said to him and to the men of Israel, "We have 
come from a far country; now therefore, make a 
covenant with us." (9:3-6)

These are 
pockets made 
with animal skins. 
People carried 
wine to drink in 
wineskins.



Joshua 51

Js 9 Gibeon (biblical significance)
• Gibeon Because of this strategic location, the Gibeonites knew that Joshua would certainly 

attack and destroy them after the destruction of Jericho and Ai, so they concocted a deception 
to protect themselves. 

• Pretending to be foreigners they tricked Joshua into making a peace treaty and taking an oath 
not to kill them. Israel believed that the Gibeonites were from a distant land, as they claimed. 
Without consulting the Lord, they made an agreement to defend them if attacked. 

• When Joshua discovered that he had been deceived, he kept his covenant with the Gibeonites 
but forced them to forever be woodcutters and water-carriers for Israel (Josh 9:3-27). Later 
Israel was forced to defend their ill-made ally and in the process would defeat a five-king 
Canaanite coalition.

• When they heard of its defection to Israel, Adoni-zedek, king of Jebus (Jerusalem), and the 
kings of Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon mobilized to attack Gibeon. Gibeon called on to 
Joshua to defend them. He agreed, and after an all-night, 1200m uphill march from Gilgal, 
Israel attacked these kings. 

• The Lord fought for Israel and the enemy was thrown into confusion. Joshua and his army 
drove the Amorites W down the Ascent of Beth-horon. There, the Lord killed more of the 
enemy with hailstones than Joshua did with the sword. 

• Joshua prayed for daylight to be prolonged so that he could completely rout the Amorites. The 
Lord answered by making the sun and moon stand still for about a day until victory was 
accomplished. 

• The 5 Amorite kings were later trapped in the cave at Makkedah where Joshua killed them. 
The Israelites then went on to destroy their cities (10:1-43). Through this incident, the Lord 
enabled Joshua to defeat the kings of S region quickly on the open field of battle, rather than 
to be drawn into a campaign in which each city would have been besieged individually. 

• Gibeon later fell in the tribal territory of Benjamin and was made a Levitical city (18:25; 21:17). 
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Js 9 Gibeon (site)

• Gibeon is located at mod. el-Jib, 10km NW of Jerusalem, 10km SW of 
Bethel and Ai, on the route leading down the Aijalon Valley to the coast, 
on the W side of the Central Benjamite Plain. el-Jib sits on the N side of the 
hill and preserves the biblical name.

• With an elevation of about 730asl it was easily defended. Dating to about 
3000, Gibeon served as a fortress city overlooking the upper end of main 
road through the Valley of Aijalon which provided the principle access from 
the coastal plain into the hill country of Canaan. 

• It was one of the most ancient Canaanite cities; the Bible refers to it as one of 
the four Hivite cities (9:17), and it was a great city, like one of the royal cities, 
and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty (10:2). 
Gibeon's power was so strong that archaeologists have found no signs of 
destruction.

The hill of El-Jib (=  Gibeon)

El-Jib (BP)
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Js 9 Gibeonites (cities)

• Then the sons of Israel set out and came to their cities on the third 
day. Now their cities were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth and 
Kiriath-jearim.  The sons of Israel did not strike them because the 
leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by the LORD the 
God of Israel. (9:17-18)

• All the sites (below) were within the territory of Benjamin

El-Bireh at Khirbet Raddana?Beeroth

Tell el-Azhar, about 13km NW of JerusalemKiriath Jearim

Khirbet el-Kefieh, 8km WSW of el JibKephirah

El JibGibeon
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Js 10:1-11 S campaign (confederate cities)

• So the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, 
the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered 
together and went up, they with all their armies, and camped by Gibeon and 
fought against it. (10:5)

Tell er-RumeidehHebron

Tell es-HesiEglon

Kh el-Yarmuk, Tell Yarmut, 26km SW of Jerusalem in 
the Shephelah; it was a key position from which to 
launch incursions to Jerusalem from the W

Jarmuth

Tell ed-Duweir; the road from Lachish to Hebron was 
“the most important ascent into the highlands in the 
entire region” (D. A. Dorsey)

Lachish

JebusJerusalem
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Js 10:1-11 S Campaign (map)



Joshua 56

Js 10:10-11 Beth-Horon road
• … and He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 

and pursued them by the way of the ascent of Beth-
horon and struck them as far as Azekah and 
Makkedah. As they fled from before Israel, while they 
were at the descent of Beth-horon, the LORD threw 
large stones from heaven on them as far as Azekah…
.. (10:10-11)

• Situated on the W edge of the Shephelah, Upper and 
Lower Beth-horon had a clear view of the Coastal 
Plain. They were located some 16km NW of 
Jerusalem and 37km SE of Joppa. 

• The Aijalon stream originating in the highlands near 
the Beth-horons, flowed W from the Shephelah into 
the Mediterranean at Joppa.

• The main road from Joppa on the coast to the Central 
Benjamite Plain ascended through the Valley of 
Aijalon, passing both Lower and Upper Beth-horon. 

• Near the Beth-horons, the Valley becomes a narrow, 
rocky passage known as the Pass of Beth-horon 
(Ascent of Beth-horon). The elevation changes 
dramatically (nearly 240m in a distance of < 3.2km), 
from Upper (616m asl) to Lower (378m asl) Beth-
horon, through this pass, making travel and military 
manoeuvring difficult. 

• The Israelites defeated the Canaanite coalition, 
pursuing them down through the pass. Here that the 
hailstones killed many from the Canaanite army (v 
11). 

• Joshua gave the two Beth-horons to the tribe of 
Ephraim (16:3,5), although the cities were situated on 
the border between the tribes of Benjamin and 
Ephraim (18:13-14). 

The Beth-horon road leading from the coastal region across steep 
hills to Jerusalem. This was the route for several military campaigns 
directed against that city. 

Upper Beth-
horon 
(Sandals/Gordo
n Franz)

The Beth-horon route W from the Hill Country 
of Judah, viewed to the SW (BP) 
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Js 10:11 Beth-horon road (hailstones)

• As they fled from before Israel, 
while they were at the descent of 
Beth-horon, the LORD threw large 
stones from heaven on them as far 
as Azekah, and they died; there 
were more who died from the 
hailstones than those whom the 
sons of Israel killed with the sword. 
(10:11)
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Js 10:12-14 A prolonged day
• Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day 

when the LORD delivered up the Amorites 
before the sons of Israel, and he said in the 
sight of Israel, "O sun, stand still at Gibeon, 
And O moon in the valley of Aijalon." So the 
sun stood still, and the moon stopped, Until the 
nation avenged themselves of their enemies. Is 
it not written in the book of Jashar? And the sun 
stopped in the middle of the sky and did not 
hasten to go down for about a whole day. 
(10:12-13)

• The Pass of Beth Horon descends W into the 
Valley of Aijalon. The locations of both sun (in 
the E at Gibeon, from where Joshua stood) and 
the moon (in the W at the Valley of Aijalon) 
indicates the time of the prayer was early 
enough in the morning for both sun and moon 
to be visible. 
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Js 10:12-14 A prolonged day 
(explanations)

• There are mainly two views concerning this miracle: 
(1) A slowing or suspending of the normal rotation of the earth so that there were 

extra hours that day (either 12 or 24). God did this so that Joshua’s forces could 
complete their victory before the enemy had a night for rest and regrouping. The 
Hebrew for stood still (v 13) is a verb of motion, indicating a slowing or stopping of 
the rotation of the earth on its axis (which would not affect the earth’s movement 
around the sun). Verse 14 indicates that this was a unique day in the history of 
the world. 

(2) Views that assume no irregularity in the rotation of the earth. Either (a) prolonging 
of daylight by some sort of unusual refraction of the sun’s rays. Thus, there were 
more daylight hours but not more hours in the day. Or (b) prolonging of semi-
darkness to give Joshua’s men relief from the blazing summer sun, accomplished 
by God’s sending an unusual summer hailstorm. This view takes stood still in v to 
mean “be still” or “cease,” indicating that the sun was clouded by the storm and 
no extra hours were added to the day. 

• Vv 12-15 are quoted from the book of Jashar, a collection of songs praising the 
heroes of Israel (also in 2 Sa 1:18) (n).
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Js 10:12-14  A prolonged day (Valley of Aijalon)
• Aij'alon “place of deer” (Ajalon, ‘Emeq Ayyalon). A 

town and valley originally assigned to the tribe of 
Dan, from which, however, they could not drive the 
Amorites (Jg 1:35). 

• The city of Aijalon was located on a hill overlooking 
the Valley of Aijalon, 19km W of Jerusalem, and 
guarding the important military and caravan route 
from Joppa and the ICH that passed through the 
Valley. 

• Good pastureland of the Shephelah surrounded 
Aijalon (1 Ch 6:69).  

• The Valley of Aijalon runs E-W from the mountains 
of Judea, through the foothills (Shephelah) to the 
Plain of Sharon at Jaffa. The valley running from 
modern Yalo at the foot of the Beth Horon pass E to 
Gibeon (if el Jib is correct) at the headwaters was 
where Joshua prayed for the sun to stand still.

• It is dry and without a river even during the winter 
rains. But, in ancient times it was the most important 
of all the routes coming up into the central hills. 

• It was the road down which the Israelites drove the 
Philistines after Jonathan's victory at Michmash (1 
Sa 14:31). However, it was also the "Achilles' Heal" 
in the defence system, the route followed by nearly 
every invading army. 

The Valley of Aijalon viewed to the W. (BP) 

The Valley of Aijalon with the Judean Hills in the 
background
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Js 10:16 
Makkedah

• Now these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in 
the cave at Makkedah. It was told Joshua, saying, "The 
five kings have been found hidden in the cave at 
Makkedah."

• So afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, 
and he hanged them on five trees; and they hung on the 
trees until evening. It came about at sunset that Joshua 
gave a command, and they took them down from the 
trees and threw them into the cave where they had 
hidden themselves, and put large stones over the mouth 
of the cave, to this very day. (Js 10:16-17, 26-27)

• Makkedah (meaning “herdsman’s place”) was a royal 
Canaanite city in the low country of Judah. 

• Makkedah = Kh. el-Qom in the Shephelah. Its position 
allowed the Amorite coalition to retreat E into the Elah 
Valley and then S from Succoth to Adullam. 

• It was mid-way between Lachish, Eglon and Hebron, and 
allowed the defenders to fall back to the home towns. It 
was near where Joshua put to death the 5 kings of the 
coalition (10:10-29). 

• It was afterwards assigned to Judah (Js 15:41). 
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Js 10:28-43 S campaign (subjugation)

• Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill country and the Negev and the 
lowland and the slopes and all their kings. He left no survivor, but he utterly 
destroyed all who breathed, just as the LORD, the God of Israel, had 
commanded. 

• Joshua struck them from Kadesh-barnea even as far as Gaza, and all the 
country of Goshen even as far as Gibeon. Joshua captured all these kings 
and their lands at one time, because the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for 
Israel. (10:40-42)

• The conquest follows a geographical arc, beginning with Makkedah (v 28) to 
Libnah (Tell Bornât) at the NW corner, moving S to Lachish (Tell ed-Duweir) 
(v 31-32), Gezer (Tell Jezer, not captured but whose king Horam was 
defeated, v 33) that guarded the W entrance to the Aijalon Valley, then 
Eglon (Tell el-Hesi, v 34-35).

• Israel next turned N to Hebron (Tell er-Rumeideh, v 36-37) at the NE corner, 
then turned S along the watershed of the hill country to Debir (Kh Rabûd, v 
38-39), the most important LBA site in the hill country S of Hebron.

• The reason for their success is given in 10:42 Joshua captured all these 
kings and their lands at one time, because the LORD, the God of Israel, 
fought for Israel.



Joshua 63

Js 10:34-35 Eglon (Tell el-
Hesi)

• Eglon (Heb. `Eglôn, “young bull”). 
Amorite city whose king Debir joined a 
confederacy against Gibeon. 

• Eglon was later destroyed, then given 
to tribe of Judah (10:3 - 23, 34-
37;12:12). 

• Eglon = Tell el-Hesi, about 11km W of 
Lachish, 24 km NE of Gaza. The name 
is preserved in Kh `Ajlân,  25.5km NE 
of Gaza. 

• Tell el-Hesi was the first city in Israel 
where scientific excavation was carried 
out under Flinders Petrie (1890) who 
developed the modern system of dating 
of sites and their ceramics remains 
(ceramic chronology). 

• The tell is composed of a city and an 
acropolis. 8 main strata and 3 substrata 
show that the city existed since the 
beginning of the Bronze Age (3rd mill) 
until the Persian period.

S slope tower (photo by 
Mark Rose and Russ 
Adams) A is the lower 
and E the upper 
retaining wall with 
Buttress D. F is the fill 
above the upper wall. C 
is the terrace on the 
slope and B is the fill 
laid in to construct the 
slope. G is LBA 
material, H is EBA 
remains cut by the str 
VIID construction.
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Js 10:36-37 Hebron (Tell Rumeideh)

• Hebron (Arab. Al-Khalil, "The Friend of God“). Aka 
Mamre and Kirjath Arba "The town of four" due to its 
position on four hills. Hebron has been continuously 
settled for at least 5000 years. 

• Loc 37km S of Jerusalem, in one narrow plain 900m asl 
between two mounds: er-Rumeideh (W), el-Ya'bireh 
(E), a spur of the bulk of the Batráq (corruption of 
“patriarch”) rising next to Mamré. Ancient Hebron is on 
the top of er-Rumeideh, specifically in the ruins that the 
Arabs call Deir el-Arba.

• Excavations at Tell Rumeideh (Jebel er-Rumeideh) 
have found remains from the EBA (c. 2400), MB II 
(2000-1550) and IRA (c. 800). A burial cave was 
continuously used through MB/LBA. A cuneiform tablet 
written in E Akk dating MB-LBA suggests urban/elite 
residency in this era. A MBA tower was repaired and 
reused in IRA. The population in the area appears to 
have dwindled somewhat in LBA. 

• A topographical (geographic) list of Rameses II 
mentions the town, and a scarab from his reign has 
been found there. This list (copied in the reign of 
Rameses III from the earlier version) has the following 
names Hebron, Janum, Drbn, Apheqah which should 
be contrasted with the Js 15 list of the cities of Judah, 
which has Hebron, Janim, Aphekah. 

• Hebron is difficult to excavate because of present-day 
occupation. Some finds relate to the surrounding area 
rather than the town itself. 

View from the Cave of Machpelah looking S towards J er–
Rumeideh (Hebron). The site is on the horizon on the R (W) 
side of the image.

The ancient wall of Hebron dating from the time of 
Abraham. Above this wall is a new Yeshiva currently under 
construction. 

http://holylandarchive.com/photos_src/ICHJHB20_800.jpg
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Js 10:38-40 Debir

• Debir A royal Canaanite city, also known as Kiriath-Sepher and Kiriath-
Sannah (15:15). 

• Identified as Tell Beit Mirsim (Albright). Prof. Moshe Kochavi of UTA 
suggests instead Kh Rabud, in the Judean hill country, 19km SW of Hebron. 
This is now commonly accepted. 

• The Bible preserves two versions of its capture: (a) by Joshua himself 
(10:38–40), and (b) associated with Caleb, who offered his daughter Achsah 
to whoever would capture it (15:15-19, Jg 1:11-15). 

• Othniel took the city and received some land in the Negev, presumably Debir 
and its environs. This had no water, so Caleb gave his daughter two springs 
or pools (Heb. gulot), to go with the land. 

• Debir became a Levitical city, a city of refuge (21:15). It marked the W 
boundary of the tribe of Judah (15:7).
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Js 10:38-40 Debir (Tell Beit Mirsim; Kh Rabud)
• Tell Beit Mirsim was identified by Albright largely on his archaeological evidence as 

consistent with the history of Debir as reflected in the Bible. He found a large and important 
Canaanite city destroyed by fire at the end of the 13th c presumably by the Israelites. On top 
of this arose a poor settlement which was possibly that of Othniel. Over this was a fortified 
city of the Judean monarchy, that accords with Debir being a city of refuge. Finally, there was 
a total destruction at Tell Beit Mirsim at the time of the Babylonian conquest, which is 
consistent with the absence of any later Biblical mention of Debir.

• However, the Bible clearly locates Debir in the hill country of Judah (11:21, 15:48, 50). Tell 
Beit Mirsim is W of Hebron in the Shephelah. Moshe Kochavi thus concluded it is not Debir.

• Khirbet Rabud is in the hill country, and its archaeological history accords as well with the 
Biblical records of Debir as Tell Beit Mirsim. Archaeological history does not prove one site 
over the other, but Kh Rabud’s location of in the hill country clearly strengthens the case for 
its identification as Debir, as against Tell Beit Mirsim.

• The site had an important walled Canaanite city, > that at Tell Beit Mirsim, and Hebron. A 
later modest settlement included a 10th c cistern. Then the Canaanite city wall was rebuilt, 
presumably when Debir became a city of refuge in IRA. The city was destroyed by 
Sennacherib at the end of the 8th c, and again by Nebuchadnezzer in the early 6th c. After 
this, there was apparently no further urban settlement.

• The water supply at Kh Rabud also seems to support Kochavi’s identification. Tell Beit Mirsim 
had several wells which penetrate deeply into subterranean reservoirs. Albright identified 
these as Caleb’s gulot or springs, but their very number in the area makes water seem less 
of a problem there. However, Kh Rabud itself had no wells (thus the early cistern). But only 
about 2.5km N are two wells, and only two, which could have been the “upper” spring and the 
“lower” spring which Caleb gave his daughter. Interestingly, these two wells have Arab 
names which include the designation “upper” and “lower” well. 

• Kochavi also noted that in Hebrew consonantal spelling Debir is spelled DBR. Rabud is 
spelled RBD, which is Debir spelled backwards. (n)
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Js 11 N campaign
• Then it came about, when Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, that he sent to Jobab king 

of Madon and to the king of Shimron and to the king of Achshaph, and to the kings 
who were of the north in the hill country, and in the Arabah -- south of Chinneroth and 
in the lowland and on the heights of Dor on the west --   to the Canaanite on the east 
and on the west, and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Jebusite in 
the hill country, and the Hivite at the foot of Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. 

• They came out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand that 
is on the seashore, with very many horses and chariots. So all of these kings having 
agreed to meet, came and encamped together at the waters of Merom, to fight 
against Israel. 

• Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow at 
this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses 
and burn their chariots with fire." So Joshua and all the people of war with him came 
upon them suddenly by the waters of Merom, and attacked them. 

• The LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, so that they defeated them, and 
pursued them as far as Great Sidon and Misrephoth-maim and the valley of Mizpeh to 
the east; and they struck them until no survivor was left to them. (11:1-8)

• V 8: Israel’s conquest followed a clockwise route around the borders of Galilee. They 
moved initially W in to the Jezreel Valley, then through the pass (perhaps at Tel 
Hannathan), N along the Acco plain, and around the ‘Ladder of Tyre’ past Tyre and N 
to Sidon (= Great Sidon?). 

• They next turned SE through the Marij ‘Ayyun Valley passing Misrephoth Maim, and 
S along the Litani River (= Valley of Mizpah), entering the Huleh Valley and turned 
back S to Hazor (v 10).
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Js 11 N campaign (map)
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Js 11 N campaign (confederate regions)

• v 2 describes the extent of territories in the N opposing Israel:
– To the N, the hill country and Mizpah (if Mt Hermon is the whole Anti-

Lebanon Range, then Mizpah includes the E part of the Litani River)
– To the E, the Arabah, S of Kinnereth (v 2b) which is the el-Ghuwayer 

Plain, S of Kh el-’Ureima, Tel Kinrot, if that site is Kinnereth. The tel 
overlooks the NW shore of the Sea of Galilee

– To the centre, the lowland = the Shephelah
– To the W, Naphoth Dor NI but translated heights of Dor by NAS, NIV 

mg; it probably lay on the coast near Dor
• Compared to the S coalition, this N coalition was:

– A diverse group with Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Preizzites, 
Jebusites and Hivites

– A huge and formidable force with chariots
• The battleground was at the waters of Meron. If Meron/Merom = 

Madon (v 1) = Tel Qarnei Hittin, then this is probably Wadi el-
Hamam to its N. The tel is about 8km W of Tiberias. The forces met 
on the road N to Hazor. 
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Js 11 N campaign (confederate cities)
The main partners of the N coalition:

Kh Sammuniya, Tel Shimron, 8km due W of Nazareth in the 
hills N of the W Jezreel Valley

Shimron

(a) Tell Keisan, 7km S of Acco on the E side of the Acco 
Plain

(b) Kh el-Rabaj, Tel Regev, at the foot of Mt Carmel and the 
entrance to the Jokneam Pass to the Jezreel Valley. 

Achshaph

Meron? = Tel Qarnei Hittin?, bordering the kingdom of 
Shimron (on the W) and of Hazor (on the N, E)

Madon

Tell el-Qedah, one of the largest Bronze Age tells, called the 
head of all these kingdoms, both for its size and its 
commanding position along the main N-S route from the 
Jezreel to the Beqa Valleys thence to Syria and 
Mesopotamia.

Hazor
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Js 11:10-11 Hazor

• Then Joshua turned back at that time, and captured Hazor and struck its 
king with the sword; for Hazor formerly was the head of all these kingdoms. 
They struck every person who was in it with the edge of the sword, utterly 
destroying them; there was no one left who breathed. And he burned Hazor 
with fire. (11:10-11)

• Hazor was a Canaanite stronghold almost 14km N of the Sea of Galilee. 
Joshua marched N to confront a coalition of forces under the leadership of 
Jabin of Hazor. It was soundly defeated and Hazor razed to the ground.

• In excavations (1955-58, 1968) Yigael Yadin found evidence that Hazor had 
been destroyed in the 13th c. He identified the ruins with Joshua’s conquest. 
However, this assertion does not harmonize with Bible chronology of a 15th c 
conquest.

• Professor Yadin’s discoveries actually revealed two destructions, one in the 
13th c, and another in the 15  th c (Avi-Yonah, pp. 481-82). This is precisely 
the picture presented in the OT.

• 200 years later, in the time of Judges, the army under Deborah and Barak 
(c. 1258) decisively defeated the armies of Hazor under Sisera (Jg 4:2ff), 
and “undoubtedly Hazor was destroyed” (Prof. Siegfried H. Horn, 1963, p. 
31).



Joshua 72

Js 12:1-6 Cities defeated in the Transjordan
Sites associated with Sihon (v 2-3) (n)

2.4km WNW of Mt Nebo at Ras es-SiyaghaPisgah

NW edge of the Moabite TablelandSlopes of Pisgah

Jordan Valley (cf 11:2)Arabah

S – Arnon River; W – Jordan River; N- Unclear, perhaps 
Yarmuk River; E - desert

3GileadRegions

Dead SeaSalt Sea

Dead Sea (cf 3:16)Sea of the Arabah 

Sea of Galilee (cf 11:2)Sea of Kinnereth

Wadi ez-Zerqa (cf 3:16)3Jabbok River

Wadi el-Mujib2Arnon GorgeGeog feature

T ‘Azeimeh3Beth-jeshimith

Kh Ara’ir2Aroer

(a) T Jalul (b) T Umei (W) [both are LBA sites, compared with T 
Hesbon]

HeshbonTown

Arabic name/descriptionVsNameCategory
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Js 12:1-6 Cities defeated in the Transjordan
Sites associated with Og (v 4-5) (n)

Loc citGilead

S – Nahal Samakh; W – Huleh Basin; N- Mt Hermon; E 
– Bashan; comprising the Upper Golan, less fertile and 
less populated than Geshur

Maacah 

S – Yarmuk River; W – Sea of Galilee; N- Nahal 
Samakh; E – Nahal Raqqad; comprising the fertile S 
part of the Golan Heights

5Geshur

S – Yarmuk River; W – Nahal Raqqad; N- Mt Hermon; 
E – J Druze; comprising the Hauran with centres at 
Ashtaroth and Edrei

4BashanRegions

Anti-Lebanon Range5Mt HermonGeog 
feature

Salkhad5Salecah

Der’aEdrei

T ‘Ashtarah4AshtarothTown

Arabic name/descriptionVsNameCategory
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Js 12:9-24 Cities defeated in the S (n)

T el-MuhafarHepher

Sheikh Abu ZaradTappuah17

BeitinBethel (8:9)

Kh el-QomMakkedah (10:10)16

T esh-Shiekh MadhkurAdullam

T BurnaT BornatLibnah (10:29)15

T MalhataT el-MilhArad (Nu 21:1-3)

T MasosKh el-MeshashHormah (Nu 14:45)14

Kh JedurGeder

Kh RabudDebir (10:38)13

T GezerT JezerGezer (10:33)

T ‘EtonT ‘AitunEglon (10:3)12

YarmutKh el-YarmukJarmuth (10:3)

T LachishT ed-DuweirLachish (10:3)11

T er-RumeidehHebron (10:3)

JerusalemEl-QudsJerusalem10

Ai (nr Bethel) (7)

T es-SultanJericho (2:1,6)9

IsraeliArabNameVerse
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Js 12:9-24 Cities defeated in the S (n)

Kh T el-Farah (N)Tirzah24

Galilee?Goyim in Gilgal

T DorKh el-BurjDor in Naphoth Dor (11:2)23

T YoqneamT QeimunJokneam in Carmel

T QedeshT Abu QudeisKedesh22

T MegiddoT el-MutesellimMegiddo

T Ta’anakhT Ti’innikTaanach21

T KisonT KeisanAcshaph (11:1)

T ShomronKh SammuniyaSimrobn Meron (11:1)20

T HazorT el-QedahHazor (11:1)

T Qarnei HittinQarn HattinMadon (11:1)19

Sharon PlainLasharon

T AfeqRas el-‘AinAphek18

IsraeliArabNameVerse
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Js 15:52-54 The conquest route

The walls at Medinet Habu contain the names Hebron, Janum, Drbn and 
Apheqah in the same order as the list in Js 15:52–54. Enemy towns that Pharaoh 
claims to have vanquished are represented by rows of heads; within each shield 
is inscribed the name of a particular town. (OI)
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Js 12:7 Mt Halak
• Now these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the sons of Israel 

defeated beyond the Jordan toward the west, from Baal-gad in the valley of 
Lebanon even as far as Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir… (12:7)

• Baal Gad in the N in the Valley of Lebanon (includes both Beqa Valley and the 
Litani valley, which is the Valley of Mizpah v8) and also the region below Mt 
Hermon (including J esh-Sheikh and probably the Anti-Lebanon range)

• Mount Halak ("bare"). The Smooth or Bald Mountain mentioned in the 
description of Joshua's conquests (11:17; 12:7). Doubtless this ridge is referred 
to in Nu 34:3-4; Js 15:2-3, as the "ascent of Akrabbim." 

• Probably Jebel Halaq, Har Haluqim in the Negeb, 40km S of Beersheba, near 
the SE border of Judah where it touches the border of Edom (‘goes up to Seir’) 
and NNE of Abdeh (‘Abde, Gk Oboda), on the NW side of Wadi el-Marra (S. 
Cohen, Halak, Mount, IDB  1962, 2:512).

• Musil's map (slide 60) shows J Halaq as "G. Halak" just N of 'Abde which was a 
Nabatean settlement. Wadi el-Marra drains from the vicinity of 'Abde and J 
Halak is just N of the wadi. Musil's map also shows an ascent called the "N. 
Rareb" (Naqb Gareb) following Wadi el Marra, then ascending to the ESE of 
Gebel Halak and making for Dejka Hlekim and el-Makra (cf. Alois Musil. Karte von Arabia 
Petraea. Vienna. 1907. 1:300,000 scale).
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Js 15:3 Ascent of Akrabbim

• Akrabbim (Heb 'aqrabbim). The name, meaning 'scorpions,' is part of the 
compound geographical name ma'aleh 'aqrabbim ('ascent of scorpions').

• “According to Nu 34:4; Js 15:3; Jg 1:36, Akrabbim was an outermost point 
on the southern borderline of the Judaean territory southwest of the Dead 
Sea....The ascent of Akrabbim should be connected with one of the passes 
between the Arabah and the Wadi Fiqre and Kurnub. It is usually identified 
with Naqb es-Sfar (Abel 1933; Noth ‘Joshua’ HAT; but cf. Aharoni LBHG). 
There were three way stations from the bottom to the top, known today as 
Rugm Sfar, Khirbet Sfar, and Qasr Sfar, all of which were 'Nabatean in 
origin, Roman in repair, and Byzantine in reconstruction' (Glueck 
1959:207).” (M. Gorg, Akrabbim, ABD 1962, 1:141) (n)

The Ascent of Akrabbim, Arab. Nagb es-Sfar (Safar/Sfai/Safa) and 
its way stations from Nabatean and Roman times rendered in 
Israeli as Hirbat Zafir and Rogem Zafir and Ma'ale Zafir. A modern 
highway to the E of the ancient ascent has been made by the 
Israelis (Map of Israel, Survey of Israel, Jerusalem. 1:250,000, 
1979, appearing in Avraham Levi. Bazak Guide to Israel, 1979-
1980. Jerusalem. 1979)
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Js 12-22 The Land divided

• "Now therefore, apportion this land for an inheritance to 
the nine tribes and the half-tribe of Manasseh." With the 
other half-tribe, the Reubenites and the Gadites 
received their inheritance which Moses gave them 
beyond the Jordan to the east, just as Moses the 
servant of the LORD gave to them; (13:7-8)

• Then the whole congregation of the sons of Israel 
assembled themselves at Shiloh, and set up the tent of 
meeting there; and the land was subdued before them. 
There remained among the sons of Israel seven tribes 
who had not divided their inheritance…

• Then the whole congregation of the sons of Israel 
assembled themselves at Shiloh, and set up the tent of 
meeting there; and the land was subdued before 
them...These are the inheritances which Eleazar the 
priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the 
households of the tribes of the sons of Israel distributed 
by lot in Shiloh before the LORD at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. So they finished dividing the land. (18:1, 
19:51)
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Js 12-22 Manasseh territory (Samaria Ostraca (n))
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Js 18:1 Shiloh

• Then the whole congregation of the sons of Israel assembled themselves at Shiloh, and 
set up the tent of meeting there; and the land was subdued before them. (18:1)

• Shiloh ("tranquil" or "secure") Site of Israel's early sanctuary; considering all factors, 
Shiloh was a good choice of a sanctuary as a central location. It was the focal point of 
Israel's tribal organization before the establishment of the kingdom. 

• The word Shiloh has always been understood in Rabbinic Judaism as referring to the 
Messiah because of Jacob's blessing of the tribe of Judah until Shiloh comes (Gn 
49:10).

• Centrally located in Israel in the central highlands on the north side of Bethel, on the east 
side of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the south side of 
Lebonah (Jg 21:19). 

• In the conquest, Shiloh became a religious centre and an assembly-place for the tribes; 
the Tabernacle was set up there (18:1). 

• Its central location provided easy access from N and S. Its topography was suitable for 
assemblies, providing the acoustics necessary to communicate with large numbers of 
people. It is possible that these factors also accounted for its becoming the first 
permanent place of Israel’s worship in the Land.

Summit of Shiloh
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Js 18:1 Shiloh (biblical significance)
• At the time of the conquest, Shiloh emerged as an informal administrative centre. Joshua 

set up the tent of meeting here (18:1) where he cast lots for the 7 remaining tribes to be 
assigned territories to determine where they would settle (18: 2-10). 

• The men of Benjamin waited in the vineyards to capture and marry girls of Shiloh who 
came out to join in the dancing for the annual festival (21:15-23).

• It continued as the centre of worship during the period of the Judges (Jg 18:31). By the 
time of Eli and his sons (18:31), the tent of Joshua’s day had been replaced by a more 
permanent structure, a kind of "temple" (Heb hekal), with a door and doorposts (1 Sa 
1:9).

• Here Hannah, the mother of Samuel, came to worship and to pray for a child. God 
answered her prayer and some 3 years later, she brought her son to Shiloh to give him to 
God. Here he grew up in the conflicting environment of Israel’s worship and the avarice 
and immorality of Eli’s sons. Here God appeared to him (1 Sa 1:9; 3:1 ff). 

• When Israel had lost the first battle with the Philistines at Aphek on the ICH, they sent 
messengers to take the ark from Shiloh down the Wadi Shiloh to Ebenezer, near Aphek. 
They believed that this presence of God would ensure victory. They were defeated, 
however, by an enemy invigorated by fear of being annihilated by the powerful God of 
Israel, whom they assumed was in "the box." The Philistines captured and took it to 3 of 
their cities before returning it to Israel at Beth-shemesh (1 Sa 4).

• Apparently the Philistines destroyed Shiloh as the ark was not returned there (1 Sa 6:21-
7:2) and Shiloh was never again regarded as a centre of worship (Ps 78:60). Ahijah, who 
prophesied  that he would rule over the ten tribes, came from Shiloh (I Ki 11:29-31). 

• When the Jews returned from Babylon, the men of Shiloh were among them (Ne 11:5). 
• During Roman times it existed under the same name, and this continued in Byz. 
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Js 18:1 Shiloh 
(Khirbet Seilun)

• Shiloh = Kh Seilun (n), a hill with a stone platform on its summit, located through the 
description in Jg 21:19. The site is supported by historical references, including Eus, and from 
the similarity in the name of an adjacent large spring, Ein Seilun. The Arab village of Seilun is 
13km NE of Bir Zeit, and 32km N of Jerusalem. The mound contains many of the remains of 
the biblical Shiloh. 

• The tell is in the heart of the territory of Ephraim, just E of the main N-S Jerusalem-Nablus 
road (("Patriarch's Highway“, as the Bible says), at the N end of a fertile valley surrounded by 
hills at about 600m asl and 13km N of Bethel. The spring almost 0.8km NE of the tell 
supplements the runoff water collected in the cisterns on the mound itself.

• The tell covers < 3.2ha. Its E, W, N sides slope quite steeply, so the most convenient 
approach is from the S; indeed, it seems that the entrance to Shiloh was always on the S 
side, 

• Archaeologists found a Canaanite settlement with a sacred shrine had existed there by 1700 
and massive fortifications around 1650 /1600-1550, including a steep glacis, to make a 
slippery surface (presumably for defence against chariots). Then, sometime not before the 
16th c, unidentified invaders burned its buildings, so quickly that cult objects were found still in 
storerooms with mud-brick walls collapsed on top of them. Afterward, there was a lull, then 
the Israelites occupied the site from about 1150-1050. While it might be surprising that they 
chose a former Canaanite religious site for the Tabernacle, their most sacred shrine, it was no 
different than early Christians founding churches on pagan sacred sites.
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Js 18:1 Shiloh (site)
• (tp R) Shiloh was located in a valley just E of 

the main Ridge Road (the "Patriarch’s 
Highway"). 

• Recent research has established that Shiloh 
was located in a place that would have 
possessed extraordinary acoustical 
properties. This configuration of the 
landscape would have facilitated 
communication by the priests when the 
people came to sacrifice. 

• Israel Finkelstein believes that the tabernacle 
was on the summit of the tell, but Asher 
Kaufman argues that there is not enough 
room given the tabernacle dimensions.  

• (bt R) Wilson identified a "sort of level court" 
in 1873, 120m long and 23m wide, much 
bigger than any other level spot on the 
summit.  "There is no other level space 
sufficiently large to receive a tent of the 
dimensions of the Tabernacle."

The assessed site of the Tabernacle at Shiloh (BP) 
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Js 18:1 Shiloh (MBA Sanctuary)
• Soon after the destruction of the MBA stronghold, there was renewed activity at 

Shiloh, but almost no construction. Inside and on top of the MB fortification wall was 
an accumulation of earth, ashes and stones, nearly 1.5m thick. This debris contained 
a very large quantity of broken pottery and animal bones, but no architectural 
remains.

• Several vessels containing ashes and bones were found intact, or nearly so. Most of 
these vessels appear to have been broken deliberately after use and, together with 
the bones of animals, probably sacrificial, collected and perhaps even buried in one 
place.

• The total lack of houses in the MBA settlement is also surprising. Israel Finkelstein 
has suggested that a MBA cultic temenos (a sacred precinct) stood at Shiloh, rather 
than an ordinary settlement. Its sanctuary may have been of central importance to the 
development of the site. 

• Even after the destruction of the fortified MB site, cultic activity continued in the LBA 
(15th-13th c), but there is no evidence of any real settlement at Shiloh at that time. 
Instead, the summit was probably an isolated cultic place to which people brought 
offerings, many of them LB I (15th c) in date, from various places in the region. The 
lack of permanent LBA sites anywhere in the vicinity of Shiloh may indicate that many 
of these people were pastoral groups, in temporary dwellings. Activity decreased, and 
then completely stopped, apparently before end LBA. 

• The Israelite settlement at Shiloh began in the 12th c (beginning of IR I), after the tell 
had been abandoned for some time. IR I remains were found everywhere, including 
buildings, stone-lined silos and others. The IR I site occupied only about 1.2ha, most 
of it was probably taken up by the complex of the tabernacle and its auxiliary 
buildings. The predominant artefacts were storage vessels: > 20 large pithoi, 7 jars 
and 3 kraters were found. (n)
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Js 18:1 Shiloh 
(destruction)

• But go now to My place which was in Shiloh, where I 
made My name dwell at the first, and see what I did 
to it because of the wickedness of My people Israel. 
(Je 7:12)

• …then I will make this house like Shiloh, and this city 
I will make a curse to all the nations of the earth. 
(26:6)

• The site was a suitable location for Israel upon their 
entry into the land of Canaan, but less desirable in 
later periods. It was located on a low elevation 
overshadowed by hills on all but the SW side. 
Although pastures and a water supply were nearby, 
the terrain could not be easily defended against 
enemies. 

• Shiloh was first destroyed at end MBA (16th c) by 
unknown people. Traces of burning were found in the 
rooms along the fortification wall which were often 
buried under collapsed mudbricks. 

• While the Bible makes no explicit reference to 
Shiloh's fate, we know the Philistines burned it ca. 
1050, as indicated by burned pottery, collapsed and 
burned bricks and stones, and carbonized food. 
Further support is given by the fact that when the 
Philistines returned the Ark, it was housed at Kiriath 
Jearim (14km N of Jerusalem) rather than Shiloh. 
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Js 18:1 Shiloh (the 
Tabernacle)

• (tp R) Atop Tel Shilo is a synagogue designed to resemble the original Tabernacle. A 
self-guiding brochure expresses the theory that the Tabernacle was situated on a flat, 
hewn-stone lip just N of the main tel. 

• This area fits the measurements specified for the Tabernacle in Ex 26 (21 x 43m) as well 
as its E-W alignment. A view from an observation tower at the top of the tel shows the 
presumed site of the Tabernacle's platform is surrounded by protective bluffs on three 
sides.

• Charles Wilson (1870s) for the PEF suggested that the tabernacle stood on this rock 
surface, based on the many indications of hewing discernible on this flat area. Wilson’s 
proposal still finds some supporters today. However, recent excavations in this area 
undertaken by Ze’ev Yeivin (IAA) turned up no remains whatsoever from IR I. The 1981 
excavations by the Bar-Ilan Univ team led by Israel Finkelstein found no unequivocal 
answer to the question of the location of the Tabernacle. 

• However the summit of the mound has been suggested as the location of the tabernacle 
(but see here), One can almost picture the panting Benjamite messenger of 1 Sa 4:10-18 
running through the town after the disastrous battle against the Philistines in the 
lowlands, approaching the Tabernacle, where the aged Eli stood by the path anxiously 
awaiting news, only to learn of the deaths of his two sons. 
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Js 21:45 Fulfilment of the Lord’s Promises

Js 21:1-42Nu 35:1-8Providing cities for Levites

Js 14:1-19:51Nu 26:52-56Distributing of land

Js 11:12Dt 9:1-5Conquering of all cities

Js 8:34Dt 27:1-28:68Reading of blessings and 
curses

Js 8:30-31Dt 11:29, 27:4,13Worship on Mt Ebal

Js 1:3Dt 3:21,28; 31:3-8Giving of the land

Fulfilled in JoshuaStated to MosesPromise

• Not one of the good promises which the LORD had made to the 
house of Israel failed; all came to pass. (21:45)
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Js 23-24 Joshua’s final address

• Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel 
to Shechem, and called for the elders of 
Israel and for their heads and their judges 
and their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God… 

• "Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve 
Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the 
gods which your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

• “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the 
LORD, choose for yourselves today whom 
you will serve: whether the gods which your 
fathers served which were beyond the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
are living; but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD." (24:1, 14-15)
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Js 24:26 Shechem stone pillar
• And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the 

law of God; and he took a large stone and set it 
up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary 
of the LORD. Joshua said to all the people, 
"Behold, this stone shall be for a witness against 
us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD 
which He spoke to us; thus it shall be for a 
witness against you, so that you do not deny your 
God." (Js 24:26-27)

• At the 17th c BC Fortress-Temple in Shechem, an 
enormous shaped limestone stela called 
Masseba 1 stands 2m SE of the altar in the 
Temple courtyard (see “Shechem”, Judges), 
measuring W:1.48m, T:42cm, and, although 
broken, H: 1.45m.  In antiquity it was probably 
twice its height, to judge from the proportions of 
known stelae. 

• Since the temple existed in Joshua’s day, it is 
possible this was the large stone which he set up 
(Stager 2003: 68; 1999: 242; Campbell and Ross 
1963: 11). The massebah is undoubtedly also the 
pillar where Abimelech was made king (Jg 9:6). 

The great white masseba, today only about 
half its original 3m height, still meets 
visitors to Shechem’s fortress-temple. It 
had two smaller counterparts, which 
flanked the temple entrance. (BAR/Garo 
Nalbandian)
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Js 24:26 Shechem stone pillar

A standing stone or massebah (shown here, 
compare with aerial photo of Canaanite temple at 
Shechem) in the courtyard of the Canaanite 
temple at Shechem. (Lessing)

A standing stone or massebah in the courtyard of the Canaanite 
temple at Shechem (see photo: R), whose “cyclopean” wall, across 
the lower centre of this photo, identified the ancient city. This 
broken monolith may have once stood twice as tall as it does today. 
Archaeologist G. Ernest Wright re-erected the stone after finding it 
lying over its stone base and socket. The Canaanite temple (the cn 
platform, in this photo), founded about 1650, was out of use by c. 
1200. This stone may still have stood, however, and could be the 
one mentioned in Js 24:26-27 as a witness to the Israelites’ 
covenant with the Lord.
Perhaps because it lacked a secure defensive position, Shechem 
did not become a capital city until the time of Jeroboam, the first 
king of the N kingdom of Israel (928–907). Jeroboam set up 
religious sanctuaries at Bethel and Dan, rather than making 
Shechem a religious centre. (Richard T. Nowitz)


