
Jesus Post-resurrection 1

Burial and Post-resurrection 
appearances of Christ

But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the 
mountain which Jesus had designated. When they saw 

Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 
(Mt 28:16-17)

Mt 27:57-28:20; Mk 15:42-16:20; Lk 23:50-24:53; Jn 19:38-21:25 
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Post-resurrection appearance of Christ
• Map of southeastern Jerusalem of the First century AD
• Jewish Tomb Burial (the Guard, Tomb)
• Significance of Christ’s death
• Tomb (Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Garden Tomb)
• The Empty Tomb
• The women report
• Burial Garments
• The resurrection appearances
• Emmaus
• Meeting the disciples (Tabgha)
• The ascension (biblical significance, site)
• Roman ordinance
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Map of Southeast Jerusalem 1st century AD
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Tomb Burial
• And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new 

tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the entrance 
of the tomb and went away. (Mt 27:59-60)

• Burial It was customary for each Jewish family to have a family tomb: either a natural 
cave, prepared with stone shelves to receive the bodies, or else hewn out of rock in the 
hillside, each tomb, or sepulchre, having many niches or loculi for the bodies. As Dr. Nicol 
says, "All among the Israelites who possessed any land, or who could afford it, had their 
family tombs, hewn out of the rock, each sepulchre containing many niches. Many 
generations of a family could thus be placed in the ancestral tomb." 

• When the tomb was a cave, or was dug out from some rock, the entrance was often 
closed with a large circular stone set up on its edge or rim and rolled in its groove to the 
front of the mouth of the tomb, so as to close it securely. This stone was then often further 
secured by a strap, or by sealing. In such case it could easily be seen or known if the 
tomb had been disturbed. (ISBE)

• Jews used sepulchre-sealing stones for family tombs in Israel, in contrast with individually 
buried graves of the Greco-Roman world. But this usage lasted less than 200 years, 
ending with the fall of Jerusalem in 70. After the fall of Jerusalem, Jews in the Roman 
Empire buried their dead much like their gentile neighbours, in individual graves in 
cemeteries. 
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The Roman Guard

• and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone. (Mt 27:66) 
• A Roman seal (a rope slung across the stone, fastened at either 

end to the sides of the tomb wall with sealing clay that were 
stamped with the official signet of the governor) was to warn away 
robbers (v 66). 

• The punishment for defacing a seal was death by crucifixion 
upside-down. 

• 16 Roman legionnaires had been guarding the sepulchre (Mt 
27:66). 4 immediately in front of the tomb, and the remaining 12 in 
groups of 4 fanning out in a semi-circle. 

• They were most disciplined fighting force of their era; they knew 
that the penalty for sleeping on the job was execution, by being 
burned to death with their own clothes. 
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Tomb

• A good number of tombs from the time of Jesus have been discovered 
around Jerusalem, and so burial practices of the day can be described with 
some accuracy. It was customary then to place the body, washed, anointed 
with oils and spices and wrapped in a shroud, in the family tomb where it was 
placed either in a shaft cut into the rock, or on a shelf cut laterally into the 
rock (see illustration above). 

• Then, after the flesh had decayed, the bones were gathered and placed in a 
stone box called an ossuary. The entrance to the tomb was often sealed with 
a heavy rolling stone to prevent animals from invading the tomb. 

• The Gospels tell us Jesus' body was buried hurriedly before the Sabbath by 
Joseph of Arimathea in a tomb close by the place of crucifixion. Some women 
followers of Jesus, knowing where he was buried, were intent on returning 
after the Sabbath to complete the burial process. When they did, they found 
the tomb empty. 

Rolling stone tomb near Khirbet 
Midras before it was vandalised 
(BP)

Sketch of a Jewish tomb from the 
time of Jesus 
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Tomb
• The body of the Lord was placed in a new tomb 

hewn out of solid rock, in a private burial area. 
Jewish tombs usually had an entrance 1.4-1.5m 
high. Early sepulchres had a groove or trough 
cut into the rock in front of them to hold the 
stone which sealed them. The lowest point was 
in the immediate front of the entrance. 
(McDowell).

• Archaeological evidence says a 2 tonne stone 
would have been used in the tomb, wedged into 
a slanted groove above and to the left of the 
entrance to the tomb. Once the body was 
inside, the block holding back the stone or 
wedge was removed and the stone rolled down 
and lodged itself in front of the doorway. 

• Yet this stone was found laying up and away 
from the entrance (Mk 16, Jn 20). Some say 
that almost 20 men would be needed to do this. 

This Jewish tomb, well outside of 
Jerusalem, is a good example of a 
1st c burial place.  Note the track 
for the stone to roll in. Some of 
these tombs had even larger 
stones and a steeper incline,  
making it easy to close the tomb 
and very difficult to open. The 
steel band, of course, was not part 
of the original and now prevents 
the stone from being moved.
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Significance of Christ’s death

• The Bible does not dwell on the material aspects of Christ’s death. The 
apostles never emphasized an empty tomb, but a risen Lord. They knew 
Jesus had risen because they saw and touched the resurrected Christ. They 
spoke of the real meaning of the Cross: that with His death, Christ reconciles 
man with God. 

• Col 2:13-14
• When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 

flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of 
decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross. 

• Eph 2:14-16
• For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down 

the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is 
the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He 
might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might 
reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to 
death the enmity. 
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Tomb (Church of the Holy Sepulchre)

• Two sites in Jerusalem claim to be where the tomb of Jesus was: the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Garden Tomb. The Garden 
Tomb was identified only in the late 1800s and lacks historical 
credibility. 

• Church of the Holy Sepulchre A long tradition going back to the 1st 
c maintains that the tomb is here. Emperor Hadrian had erected a 
large platform of earth over the whole area for the construction of a 
temple to Venus  in the 2nd c. In the 4th c, Constantine supposedly 
located the tomb site beneath this. He removed the earth and built a 
church over it. 

• This church has been restored and maintained ever since. It is today 
shared by 6 faiths: Latin Catholics, Greek Orthodox, Armenians, 
Syrian, Copts and Ethiopians (ABR).

Holy Sepulchre Church, Jerusalem
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Tomb (Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre)

• The best piece of evidence that the 
tomb was in this area is the fact that 
other 1st c tombs are still preserved 
inside the church. Called the "Tomb of 
Joseph of Arimathea," these burial 
shafts (kokhim) are clearly from the 
time of Christ's death and thus attest to 
some kind of burial ground in the area.  

• Combined with the evidence from 
tradition, this church is most likely the 
true location of the Christ's death and 
burial. (BP)

Beneath the N wall of the rotunda lies a tomb 
traditionally attributed to Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea. Joseph of Arimathea buried the body of 
Jesus in his own newly cut tomb. Typical of 1st c 
tombs, it has two long recesses, or kokhim, in which 
a body could be placed. (Garo Nalbandian)
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Tomb (Garden Tomb)
• Garden Tomb Identified by General Charles Gordon (n) while on 

his visit to Jerusalem. He always had a love for things mystic and in 
1883 he set out to find the garden tomb mentioned by John, with 
little thought of applying any kind of scientific or historical analysis. 
Using a bizarre method of divination, he laid a drawing of Jesus’ 
skeleton on a map of ancient Jerusalem so that the cranium lay on 
the area identified by Thenius as Golgotha. A tomb nearby was 
promptly selected as the site.

• The slope has eroded badly in the last century, but some maintain 
they can still see the eye sockets and the nose bridge.  While the 
Bible says the crucifixion was at the place of the skull, it never says 
that it was on a hill, nor that this place bore the resemblance of a 
skull. Also, would this hill have looked the same 2,000 years ago?

• While officially the Garden Tomb Association only maintains this as 
a possible site for Christ's burial, some tour guides are very 
convinced. They note the large cistern nearby, which proves the 
area must have been a garden in Jesus' day. They maintain that 
there are marks of Christian veneration at the tomb which also 
prove its sanctity throughout the ages. 

• Many believe this to be the resting place of Jesus.  Some 
archaeologists question its authenticity as typological features 
suggest that it is a tomb originally hewn in the time of the OT and 
not a "new tomb" as specifically stated in Scripture. (Photos and text 
from BP)

• The site is certainly helpful for imagining how a typical burial would 
have been.

Garden Tomb entrance (greatcommission)
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Tomb (Garden Tomb)

Empty tomb (#4 in diagram) at the Garden Tomb; 
on the right was an enlargement for the feet 

Garden Tomb: Looking from weeping chamber (#6) into tomb area; 
Tomb (#4)  the left

1. Garden Tomb entrance
2. Low threshold to the graves chamber
3.  Low walls separating the chambers
4.  Supposed burial place of Christ
5.  Headrest cut in rock
6.  Weeping chamber
7.  Rough ledge
8.  Unfinished shelf where bones would have 
been kept.
9.  Small window 
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The Empty Tomb

• When the Sabbath was over, 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, 
bought spices, so that they might 
come and anoint Him. Looking 
up, they saw that the stone had 
been rolled away, although it was 
extremely large. (Mk 16:1, 4)
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The Empty Tomb

• While they were perplexed about 
this, behold, two men suddenly 
stood near them in dazzling 
clothing; and as the women were 
terrified and bowed their faces to 
the ground, the men said to 
them, "Why do you seek the 
living One among the dead? He 
is not here, but He has risen.”  
(Lk 24:4-6)
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The Empty Tomb

• That the tomb was indeed empty is attested by several facts:
– The chief priests gave the official explanation that the disciples had 

stolen the body
– Both Jewish and Roman sources acknowledge an empty tomb, ranging 

from Josephus to a compilation of 5th c Jewish writings called the 
Toledoth Jeshua (McDowell, quoting Paul Maier, The Empty Tomb as 
History, Christianity Today, Vol 19, 28 Mar 1975, p 5)

– The silence of history is deafening when it comes to testimony against 
the resurrection. (McDowell, quoting Tom Anderson)

• The empty tomb witnesses to the nature of the resurrection. The 
linen cloths were evidence for the resurrection (Jn 20:8). But it was 
necessary for Christ to appear physically in His resurrected body to 
convince the disciples that He was really alive from the dead, as 
Paul recounts these appearances in 1 Co 15:5-8.  
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The women report
• And they remembered His words, and 

returned from the tomb and reported all these 
things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now 
they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and 
Mary the mother of James; also the other 
women with them were telling these things to 
the apostles. (Lk 24:8-10)

• The angel said to the women, "Do not be 
afraid; for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who has been crucified. "He is not 
here, for He has risen, just as He said. 
Come, see the place where He was lying. Go 
quickly and tell His disciples that He has 
risen from the dead; and behold, He is going 
ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see 
Him; behold, I have told you." 

• And they left the tomb quickly with fear and 
great joy and ran to report it to His disciples. 
(Mtt 28:5-8)

AVN
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Burial Garments

• the other disciple… stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there…Simon Peter…
saw the linen wrappings lying there,  and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. (Jn 20:4-7)

• The grave vestments were made of costly fine white linen. The 100 litras (33kg) of aromatic spices 
were composed of fragments of a fragrant wood pounded into aloes and mixed with a gummy 
substance, myrrh. Starting at the feet, the body was wrapped with the cloth. The spices were placed 
between the folds. When the armpits were wrapped, the body was wrapped to the neck. 

• A separate piece sudarium, L. (face cloth), was wrapped around the head. As it was used in Lazarus’ 
burial (Jn 11:44), it was probably customary. R. E. Brown speculates that this small towel was 
wrapped under the chin and tied on top of the head to prevent the mouth of the corpse from falling 
open (John [AB], 2:986), but this is not certain. Bible commentators say that the Gk word for the 
disposition of the face cloth, translated as folded-up, means to twist or to roll. It was neatly rolled and 
separate from the grave clothes. Grave robbers do not waste time arranging clothing. Jamieson, 
Fausett and Brown commenting on Jn 20:7 say they were the acts of the Risen One Himself, calmly 
laying aside, as of no further use, the garments of His mortality, and indicating the absence of all haste in 
issuing from the tomb. 

• John saw the linen wrappings lying [there]. We are not told exactly where the wrappings lay. 
Sometimes the phrase has been translated “lying on the ground,” but the implication is that the 
wrappings were lying where the body had been. Most likely a niche had been carved in the wall 
where the body would be laid lengthwise, or else a low shelf like a bench ran along one side of the 
tomb, across the back or around all 3 sides in a U-shape facing the entrance. The grave clothes 
would have either been lying on this shelf or in the niche. 

• Lazarus came out still wrapped in grave clothes (11:44), for he would die again. Jesus came forth 
from the tomb leaving His grave clothes behind, for He would never need them again. Death no 
longer held any power over Him. 
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Burial Garments

• And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the face-cloth which had been on His head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb 
then also entered, and he saw and believed. (Jn 20:4-8)

• For years the curious detail in the Gospel of John puzzled scholars concerning Jewish burial 
practices in the 1st c. In both the burials of our Lord and Lazarus (Jn 11:44), their bodies were 
wrapped with a linen cloth for burial, but with a separate, smaller cloth wrapped around their heads.

• Ancient fabrics are very fragile and decay completely within a few decades unless preserved under 
extraordinary circumstances. However, in the spring of 2000, Israeli archaeologist Shimon Gibson 
and Prof James Tabor of the University of North Carolina-Charlotte, chanced upon a 1st c Jewish 
tomb in the Hinnom Valley that apparently had been plundered only the night before. 

• Inside the multilevel tomb they found the remains of several ossuaries, and the remains of a man in 
one of the tomb's small chambers. "In the third level [of the tomb], which is the lowest level, we found 
…the skeleton of a person with a burial shroud still over his shoulders," reported Dr. Tabor. The body 
had been wrapped with two pieces of fabric, one around the body and a separate, smaller piece 
around the head, just as described by John. The fabric has been dated to the 1st c, in Jesus’ time. 
Clearly John had faithfully and accurately recorded this detail of Jewish burial practices from the 1st 
c. (Source: lecture by Professor James Tabor, International Symposium on Archaeology and the 
Bible, Jan 14.)
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The Resurrection Appearances

• And He said to them, "Why are 
you troubled, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts? 
See My hands and My feet, 
that it is I Myself; touch Me and 
see, for a spirit does not have 
flesh and bones as you see 
that I have."  And when He 
had said this, He showed them 
His hands and His feet. (Lk 
24:38-40)

AVN

Latta



Jesus Post-resurrection 20

The Resurrection Appearances
• So when it was evening on 

that day, the first day of the 
week, and when the doors 
were shut where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their 
midst and said to them, "Peace 
be with you." And when He 
had said this, He showed them 
both His hands and His side. 
The disciples then rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. (Jn 
20:19-2)



Jesus Post-resurrection 21

Emmaus

• And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. (Lk 24:13)

• Emmaus: Many sites have been suggested for the biblical Emmaus, but none of them has had 
enough evidence to make a strong case as to its exact location. The suggestions are:

– Emmaus Nicopolis 176 stadia from Jerusalem; 
– Kuryet el- Enab 66 stadia, on the carriage road to Jaffa (Thomson, etc); 
– Kulonieh (Qalunya) 36 stadia, on the same road (Birch, Savi); 
– el-Kubeibeh 63 stadia, on the Roman road to Lydda (Palestine Exploration Fund); 
– Urtas (‘Artas) 60 stadia, S of Bethlehem (Mrs Finn); and 
– Kh el-Khamasa 86 stadia, SW, on the Roman road to Eleutheropolis (Conder). 

• Emmaus was 60 stadia (11.5km) from Jerusalem, but no direction is given.
• Several sites depicted on the Madaba map indicate that its makers used data drawn from road-

maps and itineraria. It shows between Jerusalem and Jaffa, a series of places known to be 
located along the two connecting highways between them viz. Bethoron, Kaperouta, Modeim, 
Adita and Lydda/Diospolis, which bordered, in that sequence, the N highway (known as the 
Bethoron road). Also are mentioned Nicopolis, Enataba and Betoannaba, that belonged to the 
parallel S road, via Emmaus. The very mentioning of two mile-stations, the 4th (to tetarton), and 
the 9th (to ennaton), clearly indicate a road-map origin. Those two sites could be identified with 
two traditional road-stations of the S highway which had plenty of water, i.e. Colonia (mod. 
Motza) located 6.5km from Jerusalem, and Kiriath Jearim (Abu Ghosh) 16km from it. 

Jaffa to Jerusalem. 
Village of Imwas 
1900-20. 
(Matson; LC-DIG-
matpc-00838) 
Notice the Roman 
road.

Different Roman Roads from Jerusalem to 
Nicopolis (Kh. Imwas)

http://198.62.75.1/www1/ofm/mad/discussion/069discuss.html
http://198.62.75.1/www1/ofm/mad/discussion/069discuss.html
http://198.62.75.1/www1/ofm/mad/discussion/069discuss.html
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Emmaus

• Colonia (Arab. Qalunya) is one of the more likely locations for Emmaus. It lies ≈ 
6.5km W of Jerusalem, on the E-W road that traverses the Hill Country. 

• ISBE finds that this site between Abu Ghosh and Jerusalem on the Kiraith-Jearim 
Ridge Route is more probable. Josephus says (JW, 7:6:6) that Vespasian after the 
First Jewish Revolt "assigned a place for 800 men only whom he had dismissed from 
his army which he gave them for their habitation; it is called Ammaous and is distant 
from Jerusalem 60 furlongs." Ammaous is identical with Emmaus, and is almost 
certainly the Emmaus of Luke; it was renamed Colonia until it was destroyed in 1948 
(JJ). The name quloniyeh most probably is derived from Colonia. 

• Nearby is the ruin of Bet Mizza, which is probably the Motza (ha-motsah) of Js 18:26 
which in the Talmud (Cukk. 4:5) is also described as a colonia. The name Motza is in 
the Gk version of JW 7:217. It is believed that Gk Ammaous and Lat. Amassa found 
their root in the Hebrew name. 

• Wilkinson (JJ) also suggests that Motza-Colonia seems to fit the narrative in which the 
two disciples walked two journeys of 6.5km each in a day and it has the right name, 
though the distance does not agree. He suggests the most probable solution to be that 
both distances in the Bible were wrong. 

Beit Mizzah = 
Emmaus? 
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Meeting the Disciples (Tabgha)
• Tabgha (Heb. En Sheva) sited in N Bi’qat Ginnosar on 

the NW shore of the Sea. It was a prosperous fishing 
suburb of Capernaum. Of the 7 springs, only 5 remain 
today.

• Tradition places here as a natural place for Jesus to 
meet with His disciples after His resurrection (Jn 21). 
The place where they pulled their catch onto the shore 
on that occasion could not have been far from where 
Jesus had first called the disciples to follow Him. 

• Now, some 3 years later, they were back on this 
beach, not by chance but by appointment. Again, 
Jesus had met these fishermen on their turf. Again 
there was a call, this time for Peter to be a shepherd 
of His sheep. Here at this familiar shore near Tabgha, 
His disciples could relax and reflect. Here they could 
open their hearts to His direction for their lives, lives 
through which He would work to begin the building of 
His Church worldwide. 
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The Ascension: 
Biblical 

significance

• Ascension: The Letter to the Hebrews says more about the Ascension and its 
consequences than in any other part of the NT. It implies Christ’s definite 
position and authority (1:4-13). He is the Divine Man in heaven (2:9), and is a 
great high priest who has passed through the heavens (4:14), as a Forerunner 
who is entered within the veil for us, and as a High Priest for ever after the order 
of Melchizedek (6:20). 

• His position at  the right hand of the Father (8:1) implies that He has obtained 
eternal redemption for His people and is appearing before God on their behalf 
(9:12,24). This session at God's right hand is also said to be with a view to His 
return to earth when His enemies will have become His footstool (10:12-13).

• The importance of the Ascension is the fact that it introduces us to our Lord's 
present life in heaven which means so much in the believer's life. Its spiritual 
value lies, not in Christ's physical remoteness, but in His spiritual nearness. He 
is free from earthly limitations, and His life above is the promise and guarantee 
of ours. Because I live you will live also. (Jn 14:19)
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The Ascension: Biblical significance
• The purpose of the ascension (IBD):

– Jesus is going to prepare a place for His disciples (Jn 14:2)
– Jesus Christ is seated, a sign that His atoning work is 

complete and final. He is both priest and king, showing the 
finality of His offering (Hb 10:11-14)

– He intercedes for His people (Ro 8:34; Hb 7:25), though 
nowhere in nthe NT is He said to be offering Himself in 
heaven. The Gk word for intercede, entychanō, has the 
thought of looking after someone’s interests.

– He is waiting until His enemies are subdued, and will return 
as the final act in the establishment of the kingdom of God (1 
Co 15:24-26). 

• Allusions to the ascension in Jn 6:62; Ac 2:33-34; 3:21; Eph 4:8-
10; 1 h 1:10; Hb 4:14; 9:24; 1 P 3:22; Rv 5:6
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The Ascension site

• And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed 
them. While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up 
into heaven. (Lk 24:50-51)

• The Church of the Holy Ascension was taken by Saladin in 1187 and converted 
into a mosque and remains such today.  It contains what is traditionally the last 
footprint of Jesus on earth before he ascended into heaven. 

• Two other places claim to be the location of the ascension.  Queen Helena built 
a church under the modern Paternoster Church to commemorate this event.  A 
much later tradition connects the Russian Orthodox Church of the Ascension to 
Christ's return into heaven.  

• Scripture indicates that the Jesus ascended into heaven in the vicinity of 
Bethany. This village is down the E slope of the Mt. of Olives about 2km. None 
of the traditional locations for the ascension are thus correct (BP).

Dome of the Ascension
The Church Of The 
Ascension On Mount 
Of Olives 
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Roman ordinance• The Nazareth Inscription An ordinance 
demanding the death penalty on anyone who broke 
the seals on a tomb and moved or stole a dead 
body (translation (n)).  Found in Nazareth c. 50 AD. 
White marble. 60 x 38 cm. Initially, in 1878 it 
became an addition to the private Froehner 
Collection of ancient inscriptions and mss, but the 
details of its acquisition are unknown. It is now in 
LV. 

• It may have been set up in our Lord’s birthplace in 
connection with allegations made against the 
disciples about stealing His body (Mt 28:11-15). 
Lines 13-14 of the Nazareth Inscription impose the 
death penalty on anyone found guilty of removing 
bodies from tombs. As modern scholars have 
noted, there is no other example in all of Roman 
law for the use of capital punishment to punish the 
crime of breaking into a tomb and removing a dead 
body. 

• Archaeologists call the 1st c Jewish family tombs 
with sealing stones “kok/kokh” tombs. There is no 
archaeological or documentary evidence, which 
indicates that such “kok” were ever used by gentiles 
in the Roman Empire. This fact strongly suggests 
that the Nazareth Inscription was written against 
Nazarene Jews who spread the story that Christ 
has been resurrected from the dead. 

Image & description: D J Wiseman, Illustrations 
from Biblical Archaeology, Tyndale Press, 1958.


