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Judges 1-8

Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them 
from the hands of those who plundered them. (Jg 2:16)
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Judges 1-8
• Context
• 2:6 Israel in the Land (Merenptah, 

tribal lands)
• 2:11-13 Bronze bull (Hazor, 

Samaria)
• 3:7 Idolatry (sexual perversion, Kh

 el-Qom, Kuntillet ‘Ajrud)
• 2:18-19 

Cycle of Rebellion-Reproof-Repentance-Relief
• 1:19 The chariots in the plains
• (1) Othniel (Cushan-Rishathaim)
• (2) Ehud
• (2a) Eglon (Jericho, murder)
• 3:9 Gilgal, Seirah
• 3:27-28 Fords of the Jordan
• (3) Shamgar

• (4a) Deborah
• (4b) Barak (Kedesh Naphtali)
• (4c) Sisera (Jabin of Hazor, 

Canaanite warriors)
• 4 Battle at the Kishon (Ph I, Ph II, 

Mt Tabor, Kishon River, Zaanannim, 
Harosheth-hagoyim (Tel el-Ahwat)

• (5) Gideon (Ophrah (Afuleh), map, 
acts)

• 7 Hill of Moreh (map)
• 7 Harod Spring
• 7:19-22 

Torches, trumpets and swords
• 7, 8 Hands and heads
• 7-8 Abel-meholah, Beth-barah, 

Succoth, Penuel, Karkor, Nobah, 
Jogbehah and the Ascent of Heres
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Judges: Context
• The following is a review of the period of the judges: The children of Israel did evil against 

Yahweh, though He had manifested special favour to them; He therefore sold them into 
the hand of various enemies; they then cried to Him in their trouble; He raised up a 
deliverer who saved them; the land had a period of rest; again the people sinned; and the 
same cycle was repeated.

• Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered them from the hands of those who 
plundered them. (Jg 2:16)

• The Heb. shopheTiym, "judges“; in their governmental capacity they correspond roughly 
to the shufetim,  chief magistrates of Phoenician colonies Phoenicia and the sufetes of 
Carthage, who were akin to the Roman consuls. 

• The Hebrew is the participle of shapat, "to judge, pronounce" judgment. The judges were 
men (excepting Deborah) who procured justice or right for the people of Israel, not only 
by delivering them from the power of their enemies but also by administering the laws 
and rites of the Lord (2:16-19). 

• Judging in this sense was different from the administration of civil jurisprudence and 
included the idea of government such as would be expected from a king (see 1 Sa 8:5-6; 
2 Ki 15:5). Alongside the extraordinary rule of the judges, the ordinary administration of 
justice and government of the commonwealth still remained in the hands of the heads of 
the tribes and the elders of the people.

• In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes. 
(17:6)

• With no human king to guide them, the people tended to rebel and fall into worship of 
false gods time and time again. Every man did what was right in his own eyes (17:6; 
21:25) is how the Book of Judges describes these chaotic times. To punish the people, 
God would send foreign nations or tribes to oppress the Israelites.
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Jg 2:6 Israel in the Land (Merenptah)
• When Joshua had dismissed the people, the sons of Israel went 

each to his inheritance to possess the land. (2:6)
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Jg 2:6 Israel in the Land (tribal lands)

Map showing cities occupied by Canaanites (red), 
ruled by Philistines (green), and settled by Israelites 
(blue).
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Jg 2:11-13 Bronze bull (Hazor)

• Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the LORD and served the Baals, and 
they forsook the LORD, the God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, and followed other gods 
from among the gods of the peoples who 
were around them, and bowed themselves 
down to them; thus they provoked the 
LORD to anger. So they forsook the LORD 
and served Baal and the Ashtaroth. (2:11-
13)

• The Hazor bull. Strikingly similar to the 
figurine found near Dothan in Samaria this 
bronze bull from Hazor dates to the 14th c, 
making it a clearly Canaanite object (n). 

• In the Canaanite pantheon the chief god 
was called El, and his principal epithet was 
“Bull El”, the father of the gods and of 
mankind. His consort was Asherah, the 
great mother goddess of Canaan. 
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2:11-13 Bronze bull (Samaria)
• Bronze Bull found in Samaria E of Dothan in 1982, at an 

open-air shrine from IR I (n). The Bull is probably related to 
the Syrian/Phoenician cult honouring Bull-El, or Baal-
Hadad. This figurine, about 10cm high, has no 
Egyptianizing iconography viz the sun disk and uraeus or 
vultures' wings over the shoulders and hindquarters. It is 
free of any Egyptian motifs.

• Mazar thinks this bull may represent Hadad-Baal, the God 
of Thunderclouds who bring rain. Thunderclouds were 
called "Hadad's Calves“, though it is possible to also 
identify this as El (note the mention of El-Berit at Shechem, 
Jg 8-9; for the metaphoric language describing El as a bull, 
see passages such as Nu 23:22, 24:8).

• The site is a small, isolated hilltop shrine with very few 
remains, clearly not a domestic site. It belongs to the 12th c 
to judge from the pottery fragments. The stones around it 
make up a kind of enclosure, or temenos wall. Mazar found 
a cobbled area (a Heb. massebah, or standing stone, of 
some sort). 

• As it is in the heartland of Ephraim, we can probably 
ascribe it to Israelite settlers. The point is that at perhaps 
the only Israelite shrine we have from the 12th c; the chief 
totem animal is almost identical to the old Canaanite bull 
deity El.



Judges 1-8 8

Jg 3:7 Idolatry (sexual perversion)
• The sons of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and forgot the LORD 

their God and served the Baals and the Asheroth. (3:7)
• The pagan religion was enticing to the Israelites for two primary reasons. (a) It was 

not as morally demanding as the biblical religion; (b) The Israelites fell victim to a 
superstitious respect for the gods that supposedly controlled the land of the 
Canaanites. 

• The corruption was expressed in grotesque cultic sexual practices. The pagan world 
of the ANE worshipped and deified sex. So intertwined were sex and religion that “the 
term ‘holy ones’ (was used) for its cult prostitutes” (Interpreter’s One-Volume 
Commentary on the Bible, Abingdon Press, 1971, p. 79).

• Although the details are crude, they reveal why biblical proscriptions against the 
Canaanite perversions are so pervasive. “(A) ritual involved a dramatization of the 
myth…(and) centred in sexual activity since the rainfall attributed to Baal was thought 
to…fertilize and impregnate the earth with life just as he impregnated Asherah, the 
goddess of fertility, in the myth. Canaanite religion, then, was grossly sensual and 
even perverse because it required the services of both male and female cultic 
prostitutes as the principal actors in the drama. Unlike the requirement in Israel, there 
was no one central sanctuary. Baal could be worshipped wherever there was a place 
especially visited by the numinous presence of the gods. These places were originally 
on hills (hence, ‘high place’) but later could be found in valleys or even within the 
cities and towns” (Eugene Merrill, Kingdom of Priests, Baker Book House, 1987, pp. 
160-161).
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Jg 3:7 Idolatry (Kh. el-Qom)

• Yahweh and Asherah worship 
seemed to have been syncretised. 
The epigraphic evidence comes 
from Khirbet el-Qom in Judah and 
from Kuntillet Aٔjrud, a caravan 
station in the E Sinai, both dating 
to the 8th c, i.e. during the time of 
the Divided Kingdom. 

• The el-Qom inscription is carved 
into a pillar in a tomb. It is both 
difficult to read and subject to 
varying interpretation. A possible 
reading is, “Blessed be Uriyahu by 
Yahwe, and from his enemies save 
him by his Asherah.”

Kh. El Qom inscription
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Jg 3:7 Idolatry (Kuntillet ‘Ajrud)
• An inscription and drawing on a pithos, or 

storage jar, found at Kuntillet ‘Ajrud refers to 
Yahweh and his Asherah. Some scholars 
believe the drawings includes Yahweh and his 
consort (Hershel Shanks, The Mystery and 
Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls).

• The inscription may read, “I bless you by 
Yahwe of Samaria and by his (or its) Asherah” 
accompanied by a depiction of Yahwe, and, 
some say, of Asherah. 

• They have been the subject of heated debate 
since their discovery. Some suggest that 
Yahweh is represented at L on the fragment, 
with the goddess Asherah depicted either at 
cn or at R (n). 

• Others argue that both the figure on the L and 
at cn is the Egyptian god Bes in his typical 
arms-akimbo pose and topped by a feathered 
headdress; the figure at R, according to this 
theory, is merely a lyre player. 

Kuntillet ‘Ajrud, a 
late-8th c 
pilgrimmage site, 
sits atop a W 
pointing plateau in 
the N Sinai. (BR 
Aug 1992/Zev 
Meshel)

Found at Kuntillet ‘Ajrud 
was a fragment from a 
large storage jar bearing a 
drawing (after Pirhiya 
Beck) and an inscription 
(shown here, compare 
with artist’s rendition of 
storage jar fragment 
inscription). (BR Aug 
1992/Avraham Hai)
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Jg 2:18-19 Cycle of Rebellion-Reproof-Repentance-Relief

13-16202040PhilistiaSamson*

12:13-1588--Abdon

12:11-121010--Elon

12:8-1077--Ibzan

10:6-12:76618AmmonJephthah

10:3-52222--Jair

10:1-22323--Tola

6-8-407MidianGideon*

4-5-4020CanaanitesDeborah with Barak

3:31---PhilistiaShamgar

3:12-30-8018MoabEhud

3:7-11-408MesopotamiaOthniel*

Reference 
(Judges)

Years of 
judgeship

Years of 
rest

Years 
oppressed

OppressorJudge

*  Said to have been specially enabled by the Holy Spirit

• When the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge and delivered them from 
the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning 
because of those who oppressed and afflicted them. But it came about when the judge died, that they 
would turn back and act more corruptly than their fathers, in following other gods to serve them and 
bow down to them; they did not abandon their practices or their stubborn ways. (2:18-19)
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Jg 1:19 The chariots in 
the plains

• Now the LORD was with Judah, and they took possession of the hill country; 
but they could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley because they had 
iron chariots. (1:19)

• The hill country of Canaan was quite difficult for a chariot to negotiate. The 
Israelites used the hilly terrain to their advantage by conducting military 
operations there. 

• (tp) In this detail from Band 23 of the Gates of Shalmaneser (9th c), both 
manpower and horsepower are needed to transport chariotry across 
mountainous terrain. This bronze plaque, attached to the door of a temple in 
Balawat in N Iraq, is made in repoussé technique (raised by hammering from 
behind). 

• The Judahites did not act on Joshua’s words of faith recorded in Js 17:17-18: 
Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph, to Ephraim and Manasseh, saying, 
"You are a numerous people and have great power; you shall not have one 
lot only,but the hill country shall be yours. For though it is a forest, you shall 
clear it, and to its farthest borders it shall be yours; for you shall drive out the 
Canaanites, even though they have chariots of iron and though they are 
strong."

BM
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(1) Othniel

• Othniel (“God is might”) son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother 
(3:9). Kenaz was probably the head of Judah and that Othniel, as 
the son of Jephunneh, was one of his descendants.

• Othniel took Kiriath-sepher (Debir). He won the prize of Caleb’s 
daughter Achsah (1:12-13, cf Js 15:16-17), ca. 1380.

• When Israel served the Baals and the Asheroth, the Lord delivered 
them into the hands of Cushan-rishathaim of Mesopotamia, who 
oppressed them for 8 years. When the Israelites cried unto the Lord, 
He raised them up a deliverer in the person of Othniel the Kenizzite, 
who obtained 40 years of peace (3:7-11), ca. 1360 B.C.

• The other Othniel mentioned in 1 Ch 27:15 as an ancestor of Heldai, 
the head of a family of Netophathites, is probably the same person 
as above.
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(1) Othniel (Cushan-Rishathaim)

• Cushan-rishathaim Evidently an obscure Hittite conqueror who, 
having annexed Mesopotamia (Mitanni)(Aram-Naharaim = E Syria- 
N Mesopotamia), overran Palestine (3:7-10).

• He left traces of his conquests at Bethshan, the stout Esdraelon 
fortress, and in other places (John Garstang, Joshua-Judges, pp. 
62, 364). 

• The event is likely to be placed c. 1361-1353, in the latter part of the 
reign of Tutankhamen (c. 1366-1357) and the first years of the 
regime of his general Haremhab, when Egyptian influence in Syria-
Palestine had waned.
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(2) Ehud
• Ehud Descendant of Gera, a Benjamite (3:15). The name Gera was hereditary among the 

Benjamites (see Gn 46:21; 2 Sa 16:5; 1 Ch 8:3,5).
• The second judge of Israel, or rather of that part of Israel that he delivered from the Moabites. 

the LORD raised up a deliverer for them, Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed 
man. And the sons of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab. Ehud made himself a 
sword which had two edges, a cubit in length, and he bound it on his right thigh under his cloak. 
(3:15-16)

• Ehud hid a short (gomed, a shortened cubit length), two-edged dagger on his right thigh to 
assassinate Eglon. The phrase “whose right hand was ’it \eÅr” (v 15) is usually translated “left-
handed”; but the normal term for this is masmiÆl (see 1 Ch 12:2). The idea is that literally his 
right hand was ’it \eÅr  (“to bind”), suggesting a hindrance or handicap. The two other passages 
mentioning left-handers (20:16; 1 Ch 12:2) mention that they specialize in the sling. All the left-
handers are Benjaminites; we infer that Benjamin was reputed for producing left-handed 
slingers. Their warriors were trained to be ambidextrous, probably by binding the right arms of 
young children, then teaching them dexterity with their left. On this supposition, Ehud was not, “a 
man left-handed, ” but one of a select group trained with the left hand for war (n).

• Ehud was chosen to guard Israel’s tribute against local kings and of bandits because he was a 
trained warrior that Israel produced in his period, like a seasoned samurai. His escort duties 
among the Israelite tribute bearers gave him the opportunity to reconnoiter and to gauge Eglon’s 
girth.The diameter of Eglon’s belly and the size of the dagger are related. 

• After his act, Ehud rallied the Israelites to Seirah, in the mountains of Ephraim. First taking the 
fords of Jordan, he fell upon the Moabites, defeating them with a loss of 10,000 of their best 
men. And so the land had rest for 80 years (3:15-30).

• "The conduct of Ehud must be judged according to the spirit of those times, when it was thought 
allowable to adopt any means of destroying the enemy of one's nation. The treacherous 
assassination of the hostile king is not to be regarded as an act of the Spirit of God, and 
therefore is not set before us as an example." Beyond his commission as deliverer of Israel we 
do not suppose that God gave Ehud any special commands but left him to choose the measures 
and plans of conquest.
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(2a) Eglon

• The handle also went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, 
for he did not draw the sword out of his belly; and the refuse came out…
When he had gone out, his servants came and looked, and behold, the 
doors of the roof chamber were locked; and they said, "He is only relieving 
himself in the cool room." (3:22, 24)

• Eglon (“calflike”) A Moabite king who allied with Ammon and Amalek to 
invade Canaan, and seized Jericho (3:12-13) some 60 years after Joshua 
had destroyed it. He held Israel under tribute 18 years (c. 1314-1295).

• During that time the Israelites had rebuilt the ruined city, but they had not 
fortified it on account of the curse pronounced by Joshua upon anyone who 
should restore it as a fortress. Thus the Moabites could easily conquer it 
and, using it as a base, reduce the Israelites to servitude. 

• Here Eglon built a palace (Ant. 5:4:1), which he occupied at least in the 
summer months (3:20).

• Ehub was knifed by Ehud in his room in the palace. 
• When Eglon’s retainers return after Ehud’s private audience with the king, 

they assume the king is, (literally) “covering his feet” (meÅsiÆk ’et 
raglaµyw), an euphemism for defaecation (used of Saul in 1Sa 24:3 whose 
robe must have lain loose on the ground for David to have cut off a piece). 

• The king’s servants assume he was in this position because of the smell of 
the refuse  that came “at the anus” (way-yeÅs\eÅ’ hap-parsûedoÆnaÆ) (v 
22) as a consequence of violent death. 
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(2a) Eglon (Jericho)
• John Garstang's Middle Building in Tel es-Sultan (OT Jericho), exactly 

fits the description of Eglon's palace in Jg 3 using conventional 
chronology (Garstang 1941a; 1941b; 1948: 175-80). He called it the 
"Middle Building," since it was sandwiched between IRA structures 
above and the destroyed 15th c city below. The archaeological finds in 
this stratum match the Biblical description exactly.

• The Middle Building dates to the second half of the 14th c, the time of 
Eglon's oppression according to Biblical chronology (c. 1400). It was 
occupied for only a short period of time and then abandoned, paralleling 
the Biblical description of an 18 year oppression by Eglon and the 
subsequent rout of the Moabites by Ehud and the Israelites. 

• The plan of the building is similar to other palaces of the period and fits 
the description given in the Bible.

– The Middle Building was an isolated palatial structure, as the Bible implies. There was 
no evidence for a town at Jericho at this time.

– The resident was well-to-do, as seen by a large quantity of expensive imported 
Cypriot and other decorated pottery.

– The resident was involved in administrative activities, as evidenced by an inscribed 
cuneiform tablet, a rare find in Palestine.

– The building was occupied for only a short period of time and then abandoned.
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(2a) Eglon (murder)
• Then Ehud went out into the vestibule and shut the doors of the roof 

chamber behind him, and locked them. (3:23)
• The phrase ‘aliyyate ham-meqeµraÆ (the only place ham-meqeµraÆ 

appears in the Bible with ‘aliyyaÆ) is usually translated “the “cool upper 
chamber.” But “cooling” is not an architectural term, and near the Dead 
Sea, one goes down away from the heat as far as possible.

• A possible translation is “the room over the beams” based 
‘aliyyoÆtaÅyw in Ps 104:2-3. This is supported by 3:24, where Eglon’s 
retainers assume he is relieving himself in his “h\eder ham-meqeÅraÆ,” 
which should be understood as the “room on the beams,” i.e., the inner 
toilet room.

• The ‘aliyyat ham-meqeÅraÆ is thus the upper chamber on the beams, 
the king’s private audience hall. Ehud came to him (baÅ’ ’eÅlaÅyw),” 
crossing some sort of threshold. Presumably, he entered the ‘aliyyaÆ. 
Earlier, the king had dismissed his retinue from the public audience hall 
(v 19). 

• (R) This reconstruction divides the royal reception suite into three parts: 
the portico, the public audience hall and the king’s private upper 
chamber or throne-platform, the ‘aliyyaÆ (built on wood beams, and 
capable of being closed off, standing at the level of the windows). A 10th 
c biÅt hËilaÅni, the term for a typical palace (see images on R) has been 
found in Jericho. 

• After stabbing Eglon, Ehud, fastened the doors of the ‘aliyyaÆ from 
inside, swung down through the floor into the misdaÅroÆn.

• Then he walked through the public audience chamber to the portico 
seen by the retainers. who undoubtedly waited in the portico outside the 
public audience hall (v24). 

Typical ANE palaces, built on 
a plan known as a biÅt 
hËilaÅni, served as models 
for the author’s proposed 
reconstruction of Eglon’s 
palace. Found at: (to) Tell 
Halaf, (cn) Tell Tayanat 
(middle) and (bt ) Megiddo, 
these palaces all feature a 
porticoed antechamber and 
audience hall (the darkened 
areas) similar to those 
suggested for Eglon’s 
palace. 

http://members.bib-arch.org/nph-proxy.pl/000000A/http/www.basarchive.org/bswbPrintPage.asp=3fPubID=3dBSBR&Volume=3d4&Issue=3d6&ArticleID=3d7&UserID=3d0&#Jg 2:6 Israel in the Land (tribal lands)


Judges 1-8 19

(2a) Eglon (murder)
• MisdaÅroÆn means roughly “the hidden place,” an 

appropriate designation for the area under the beams. Since 
the courtiers infer Eglon is using indoor plumbing in his 
‘aliyyaÆ, it is clear a commode is present. The king’s 
deposits from above could only have fallen through the floor 
down below. This chamber, under the beams, had to be 
accessible by royal janitors, possibly from a side-room 
opening onto the audience hall.

• (L) In the far R corner of a small rectangular room sits a 
square stone seat with a circular hole probably serving as a 
toilet. The installation, excavated in the City of David, 
penetrates a thick plaster floor directly above a 2.4m deep 
cavity. If a similar toilet equipped Eglon’s ‘aliyyaÆ, Ehud 
would presumably have removed the stone seat to gain 
access to the misdaÅroÆn below. 

• After the stabbing, Ehud went out through the misdaÅroÆn 
(v 23) after latching the doors of the ‘aliyyaÆ upon himself. 
Only if Ehud is the object of the preposition is the phrase 
unambiguous, and the meaning is then plain: to close a door 
ba‘ad someone is to close it upon him, leaving him inside.Stone toilet in the city of David 

(BAR/I. Harrari)
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(2a) Eglon (murder) (n)
• A hypothetical plan of Eglon’s palace (bt L) and a 

three-dimensional schematic (tp L) help to track the 
movements in Ehud’s assassination of Eglon.

• When Ehud pretends to have a secret message for 
Eglon, the king’s attendants leave the audience hall 
to wait in the porticoed antechamber (1, tp L), 
presumably closing some doors behind them. Ehud 
then climbs the stairs (2) to the ‘aliyyaÆ (3), a 
throne-room where Eglon is sitting, and stabs the 
king with his concealed dagger, exploding the king’s 
anal sphincter. Closing and locking the ‘aliyyaÆ 
doors behind him, either before or after the deed, 
Ehud makes a secret exit through the toilet (4), into 
the misdaµroÆn, or latrine, below, through the 
janitor’s door (5, which may have been located 
under the stairs as shown) and back into the 
audience hall. 

• From there, Ehud walked out unsuspected through 
the porticoed antechamber (1). When the attendants 
re-enter the audience hall, they find the doors to the 
‘aliyyaÆ locked. Due to the smell, the attendants 
assume that Eglon is relieving himself and patiently 
wait for him to finish. 

• In the meantime, Ehud escapes and rallies the 
Israelites for their successful attack on the 
leaderless Moabites. 

A hypothetical plan of Eglon’s palace 
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(2) Jg 3:9 Gilgal, Seirah

• But he himself turned back from the idols which were at Gilgal… 
(3:19)

• Gilgal (‘rolling”) is likely to be Geliloth, W of Jericho opposite to the 
ascent of Adummim (Kaalat ed Dom), on the border of Judah and 
Benjamin (Js 18:17), and which was also called Gilgal (Js 15:7) 
(K&D).

• The peciyl near Gilgal are the usual term for idols (so ESV, NIV, 
NAS; RSV has “sculptured stones”, NKJV has “stone images). Only 
KJV and ASV have “quarries”. 

• Now Ehud escaped while they were delaying, and he passed by the 
idols and escaped to Seirah. (3:26)

• Seirah ("woody district, shaggy"). A place in the mountains of 
Ephraim, bordering on Benjamin, to which Ehud went for refuge 
after killing Eglon at Jericho (3:26). 
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Jg 3:27-28 Fords of the Jordan
• It came about when he had arrived, that he blew the trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim; 

and the sons of Israel went down with him from the hill country, and he was in front of 
them. He said to them, "Pursue them, for the LORD has given your enemies the Moabites 
into your hands." So they went down after him and seized the fords of the Jordan opposite 
Moab, and did not allow anyone to cross. (3:27-28)

• The Lower Jordan winds ≈ 215 km from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea, joined by the 
very powerful Yarmuk and the Jabbok on the E, and the Nahal Harod and Wadi Faria on 
the W.

• Due to water diversionary schemes from the Sea and the Yarmuk, the Jordan is only a 
portion of its former self. Prior to all of these diversionary usages it was about 30m wide 
and 1-3 m deep, swelling in the floods of spring to almost 1.6 km in places.

• (Tp R) View of one on the "modern" rapids along the course of the Jordan. It was at such 
places that people and animals often forded the Jordan. Har–El has suggested that there 
were some 54 such fords. Note the use of fords in the story of Jephthah (12:1–7, especially 
vv 5–6).

Ford in the Jordan known as 
AlMaghtas

http://holylandarchive.com/photos_src/ICJVJR02_800.jpg
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(3) 
Shamgar

• Shamgar (apparently a Hurrian name, "Shimigar," i.e., a god, "gave"). 
Third judge of Israel (5:6). Nothing is recorded about his descent, 
except that he was the son of Anath. He may have been of the tribe of 
Naphtali, since Beth-anath is in that tribe (1:33). In his days, Israel was 
in a most depressed condition, and the whole nation was cowed. 

• With nothing but an ox goad he made a desperate assault upon the 
Philistines and killed 600 of them (3:31; cf. 1 Sa 13:21), probably 
before 1150. 

• He did not seem to have secured for the Israelites any permanent 
victory over the Philistines, and we are not told how long he served. He 
is not called a judge but is probably so reckoned as he answered the 
description in 2:16.

• A goad is traditionally a wooden stick or pole with a pointed tip, 
sometimes of iron or another metal. It was L:2.4-3m, or 1.5-2.1m, and 
Ø 5-15cm at the thickest end. The goad is cited as the origin of two 
units of measurement: rod = 5m, goad = 1.4m. 

• According to Wight and Freeman, an ox goad was used by the 
ploughman. The sharp point is to prick the oxen when their movements 
are too slow. The broad chisel-like blade at the other end is used to 
clear the ploughshare of the roots and thorns which impede it or of the 
stiff clay clods adhering to it. 

• Although used in agriculture, not in fighting, Porter in Syria writes: "The 
ploughman still carries his goad, a weapon apparently more fitted for 
the hand of the soldier than the peaceful husbandman. The one I saw 
was of the 'oak of Bashan,' and measured upwards of ten feet in 
length. At one end was an iron spear, and at the other a piece of the 
same metal flattened. One can well understand how a warrior might 
use such a weapon with effect in the battlefield". 

The Church’s Ministry 
among the Jews
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(4a) Deborah

• Deborah (a "bee") A prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, who judged Israel (4:4) ca. 
1120. After the death of Ehud the children of Israel fell away from the Lord and 
were oppressed by Jabin of Hazor for 20 years.

• (tp R) At this time Deborah judged under a palm tree (which bore her name) 
between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim. 

• She sent an inspired message to Barak, bidding him assemble 10,000 men of 
Naphtali and Zebulun at Mt Tabor, for the Lord would draw Sisera (Jabin's 
general) to the river Kishon and would deliver them into his hand. Barak 
agreed, but only on the condition that Deborah would accompany him. 
Deborah consented but assured him that the prize of victory, Sisera’s defeat, 
would be given to a woman.

• (tp L) The victory was celebrated by a beautiful ode of praise composed by 
Barak in conjunction with Deborah (ch 5), a poetic version of the narrative of 
ch 4. It is universally acclaimed an early masterpiece of Hebrew poetry.
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(4b) Barak

• Barak ("lightning"). The son of Abinoam of Kedesh, a city of refuge 
in the tribe of Naphtali (4:6). He took the field against the Canaanite 
army of Jabin, commanded by Sisera, with a force of 10,000 men 
from Naphtali and Zebulun at Mt Tabor. 

• Sisera, being informed of Barak's movements, proceeded against 
him with his whole army, including 900 chariots. 

• At Deborah’s signal, the little army, seizing the opportunity of a 
providential storm that flooded the Kishon and stymied the chariots, 
boldly rushed down the hill and utterly routed the Canaanites. 

• The victory was decisive: Harosheth-hagoyim was taken, Sisera 
murdered, and Jabin ruined (Jg 4), between 1195 and 1155.

• Barak appears in the list of the faithful of the OT (Hb 11:32).
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(4b) Kedesh Naphtali

• Kedesh ("sanctuary or holy place“; since it often referred to a 
place where a shrine had stood, the name was not an 
uncommon one) Two cities were called Kedesh in the region 
allotted to the tribe of Naphtali, one in Upper Galilee, the other 
above the SW coast of the Sea of Galilee. 

• The Kedesh near the Sea of Galilee was called Kedesh 
Naphtali = Kh. Qadish (n), E of the Jabneel Valley in Lower 
Galilee, on the ridge about 2.4km from the shore, just NW of 
the outlet of the Jordan S of the lake. 

• This Kedesh was probably the birthplace of Barak (4:6). 
• Later it was where Barak and Deborah rallied the troops of 

Zebulun and Naphtali.
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(4c) Sisera
• Sisera The commander of the army of Jabin of Hazor. He dwelt in 

Harosheth-hagoyim, i.e., Harosheth of the Gentiles ((a) Tell 'Amar 
on the N bank of the Kishon where it enters the plain of Acre, about 
26km NNW of Megiddo; (b) Tell El-Ahwat), and for 20 years 
oppressed the Israelites (4:2-3). 

• When Sisera received news of the march of Barak to Mt Tabor, he 
mustered his army at the Kishon, where it was thrown into 
confusion and utterly routed (vv. 10-16). 

• Sisera, to save himself, sprang from his chariot and fled on foot. He 
took refuge in the tent of Heber the Kenite, whom he believed was 
his ally. Heber’s wife, Jael, first quenched his thirst with leben (like 
yogurt) and then hid him under a rug in the tent. 

• Weary from the battle and lulled into thinking he was safe, Sisera 
fell asleep. Jael seized the opportunity and drove a tent peg 
through his head, killing him (vv. 17-22). Again, the Lord had 
avenged His people, c 1120 BC.
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(4c) Jabin of Hazor
• The list of Canaanite place names 

at the temple at Karnak contains 
the name Qishon of Jabin. 

• A second reference to Jabin has 
now apparently been found at 
Hazor where excavators 
discovered a fragment of a royal 
letter addressed “To Ibni,” a name 
similar in derivation to Jabin. 

• Dating to the 18th-17th c BC, this 
cuneiform fragment measures 
1.18” x 1.06” (3 x 2.7cm) and is 
written in Old Babylonian. The few 
phrases that survive record 
objections raised over the transfer 
of a young woman.

Cuneiform fragment 
of a letter addressed 
“To Ibni.” (IEJ)

Aerial view from the SE of excavated 
ruins of the upper city of Hazor (BP)
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(4c) Canaanite warriors
• (bt L) Scene from the royal Canaanite 

court, probably a triumphal procession, 
from ivory knife engraving found in 
Megiddo, LBA, c 1350-1150. 

• Top of image: A ruler is returning on 
his war chariot with two prisoners i.e. 
two naked Shasuz-nomads. They have 
tied them to the horses and are 
walking in front of them. Behind the 
ruler are two cupbearers and a large 
jar

• Bottom of image: The ruler is sitting 
now on his cherub-throne celebrating 
his victory. In his right hand he is 
holding a drinking-vessel and a lotus 
flower. A princess (wife?) or goddess, 
is presenting him another lotus 
blossom with a towel. A second girl is 
playing on a lyre. After: O. Keel and C. 
Uehlinger (1998:72-74).

Canaanite chariot 
(Latta) 
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Jg 4 Battle at the Kishon• At Taanach, by Megiddo’s waters (5:19), 
Sisera led a well-equipped army into 
combat against the Israelites hastily 
assembled by Deborah and Barak. 

• Dr Adam Zertal suggests that Sisera 
himself may have been a Shardana 
warrior, and that the poem and the prose 
account of the battle (Jg 4) indicate that 
el-Ahwat may well be the fortress from 
which Sisera’s army marched forth. 

• He makes the logical assumption that 
Sisera’s army advanced through the 
‘Aruna Pass to gain access to the 
Jezreel Valley to the E, drawn by the 
Israelite tribal force, which had massed 
at Mt Tabor and then marched W toward 
Megiddo, crossing the Kishon. 

• Attacking Sisera’s troops at the opening 
of the pass, the Israelite army drove their 
foes back to their stronghold at 
Harosheth ha-Goyim, which he identifies 
as El-Ahwat, loc on the SW edge of the 
same pass. (Adam Zertal, Philistine Kin found in 
early Israel, BAR 28:03 May/Jun 2002.) 
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(4) Battle at the Kishon (Ph I) 

An alternative battle sketch 
based on a different location 
of Harosheth
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(4) Battle at the Kishon (Ph II)
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(4) Jg 4 Mount Tabor

• Now she sent and summoned 
Barak the son of Abinoam from 
Kedesh-naphtali, and said to 
him, "Behold, the LORD, the 
God of Israel, has commanded, 
"Go and march to Mount Tabor, 
and take with you ten thousand 
men from the sons of Naphtali 
and from the sons of Zebulun. I 
will draw out to you Sisera, the 
commander of Jabin's army, with 
his chariots and his many troops 
to the river Kishon, and I will give 
him into your hand.'" (4:6-7)

Mt Tabor in the Jezreel Valley 
Megiddo (PZ/John Theodor)
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(4) Jg 4 Kishon River

• Kishon ("winding"), Some 37km long, the still extant Kishon River, 
one source of which begins on the lower slopes of Mt Tabor, flows 
through the Jezreel Valley and empties into the Mediterranean Sea 
just N of Mt Carmel. 

• Seasonal rains can swell it to a width of 20m, thus the reference in 
Jg 5:21: the river Kishon swept them away. Even in modern times 
storms have rendered the plain around the Kishon virtually 
impassable. In April 1799 the flooded river aided Napoleon's victory 
over a Turkish army.

The Kishon River was the scene of 
two major events: the defeat of the 
Canaanite general Sisera by Deborah 
and Barak (Jg 4), and the destruction 
of the prophets of Baal by Elijah (1 Ki 
18:40).

The Kishon River at 
the beginning of 
Jezreel Valley at the 
foot of Mt 
Carmel.(Lessing)
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(4) Jg 4 Zaanannim (Zaanaim)

• Zaanaim (“wanderings”, “the unloading of 
tents”, so called probably from the fact of 
nomads in tents encamping amid the cities 
and villages of that region) A place NW of 
Lake Huleh, near Kedesh-Naphtali.

• Here Sisera was slain by Jael, the wife of 
Heber the Kenite, who had pitched his tent as 
far away as the oak in Zaanannim (4:11).

• The oak in Zaanannim was probably a sacred 
tree, probably the same tree mentioned in Js 
19:33. 4 site have been proposed (The 
Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 
5:1025): 

– a place on the S border of Naphthali (Js 19:33); 
– Kh. Bessum, 5km NE of Mt Tabor; 
– Lejjun, between Megiddo and Tell Abu Qedeis; 
– Khan et-Tujjar on the road between Beth-shean 

and Damascus, about 5km NE of Mt Tabor and 
about 8km W of the Sea of Galilee.

El-Lejjun (Rom. Betthorus)
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(4) Jg 4 Harosheth-hagoyim 
(T. el-Ahwat)

• El-Ahwat (Arab. 'the walls'), a fortified site located in central Israel and dated to 
the early IRA, discovered in Nov 1992 (n). 

• The large city, hitherto unknown, is located on a high hill overlooking the 
Samarian mountains, the Carmel range, the Med coast and the Nahal ‘Iron 
(Wadi ‘Ara) historical road. 

• Founded in the IR I (end of the 13th c), it lived only about 50 years and then 
abandoned, never to be settled again. The architecture found presumably 
connects the site with the buildings of Sardinia in the W Med. There, corridors 
and tholoi typified the Nuragic culture of Bronze and IRA in the island; and similar 
constructions were unearthed. 

• Historically, it connected the place with the Shardana, a well-known Sea people 
who were famous warriors and mercenaries. Originating from Sardinia, they 
settled in Canaan together with the Philistines after Pharaoh Ramesses III’s 
victory over the Sea-peoples (c. 1180).  
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(5) Gideon

• Gideon (‘tree feller” i.e."warrior"). Son of Joash the Abi-ezrite, of the tribe of Manasseh; resided 
at Ophrah in Gilead, beyond the Jordan.

• Condition of Israel. Israel was oppressed for 7 years by Midian, which allied with Amalek and 
the sons of the east (of Jordan) (viz. Arameans or Mesopotamians). It was so severe that the 
Israelites hid in caves. The allies encamped in their territory, destroyed the crops as far as 
Gaza, and left no sustenance in Israel as well as no sheep, ox, or donkey ruining Israel 
economically (6:1-6). 

• Call of Gideon. The Lord sent a prophet to call the people to repent. As Gideon was threshing 
wheat in the winepress to conceal it from the Midianites, the angel of the Lord appeared and 
commanded him deliver Israel from the Midianites. Doubtful of the means to do this, he asked 
for a sign from heaven. His offering was consumed by fire from heaven (tp L), and he built an 
altar called The Lord is Peace (6:11-24). Gideon first purged idols and the altar of Baal from his 
father's house (tp R). For this, he was called Jerubbaal, i.e. "let Baal contend" (6:25-32).

• The Sign of the Fleece. When the allies again invaded the land, the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon Gideon, and he gathered together an army from the tribes of Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, 
and Naphtali. Before going into battle he asked for a sign from God of the success of his 
undertaking. He asked that the dew should fall on a fleece spread upon the threshing floor, 
while the ground all around should be dry. In the morning the fleece was so wet that Gideon 
wrung out of it a bowl of water. The next night the wonder was reversed, the soil being wet and 
the fleece perfectly dry (6:36-40). 

• "The sign itself was to manifest the strength of divine assistance to his weakness of faith. Dew, 
in the Scriptures, is a symbol of the beneficent power of God, which quickens, revives, and 
invigorates the objects of nature when they have been parched by the burning heat of the sun's 
rays" (K&D).
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(5) Ophrah (Afuleh)

• Ophrah The town of Joash Abi-Ezrite whose son Gideon saw a 
theopany, and where he built an altar (6:1-12, 24) and was buried 
(8:32). Eus. refers to it as a village, 8km E of Beth El. Identified with 
several places in the Jezreel Valley, possibly Afuleh. 

• Str V is of the MB II period, and it was a city of some importance. Str 
III was from IR IA-B; to this period belongs a 4-room house and a 
pottery kiln. This settlement suffered a destruction in mid-11th c, and 
was sparsely settled thereafter. 



Judges 1-8 39

(5) Gideon (map)• Gideon then advanced and encamped near the 
brook Harod. The allied army numbered about 
135,000 (8:10), while the Israelites had 32,000. 
Nevertheless, the Lord asked Gideon to reduce the 
army by the test of drinking at the Spring. 

• The remaining 300 men took the provision from the 
people, so that each had a war trumpet and (as the 
provisions were probably kept in vessels) a pitcher 
as well. Gideon divided them into 3 companies with 
torches in their hands. The pitchers hid the torches 
during the advance and increased the noise at the 
time of the attack when they were dashed to 
pieces. The noise and sudden lighting up of the 
burning torches misled the enemy as to the 
numbers. 

• His clever strategy threw the enemy into complete 
confusion, and they fled as far as Beth-shittah 
toward Zererah, as far as the edge of Abel-
meholah, by Tabbath (7:1-23).

• In order to cut off the enemy's retreat at the Jordan, 
Gideon got the Ephraimites to take the waters 
before them,as far as Beth-barah and the Jordan. 
They caught and killed the two princes, Oreb and 
Zeeb.

• They complained that Gideon had not first 
mobilized them before starting his attack, but he 
pacified them by the lowliness of his work in 
comparison with theirs (7:24-8:3). The gleaning of 
the grapes of Ephraim is the victory over the 
Midianites and the capture of the two princes- the 
vintage of Abiezer, Gideon's victory with his 300 
men.
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(5) Gideon (acts)
• Destroys Succoth. Passing to the TransJordan in pursuit of the Midianites, 

Gideon was denied aid by the people of Succoth and Penuel. Upon his return 
he destroyed both places (8:4-17).

• Avenges His Brethren. Gideon killed the two captive kings of Midian (Zebah 
and Zalmunna), them in revenge of killing his brothers" (8:18-21).

• Refuses the Crown. The grateful men of Israel (probably just the N tribes 
already mentioned in 6:35, who had suffered most severely from the Midianite 
oppression) offered Gideon a hereditary crown. He refused probably because 
he thought the Lord’s government was ample and did not consider himself or 
his sons called to found an earthly monarchy (8:22-23).

• Remaining Acts and Death. With golden earrings taken with the spoil, weighing 
1,700 sh (≈ 22kg), Gideon made a golden ephod and put it in his own city, 
Ophrah. This was probably not an image but a magnificent coat made of the 
gold and purple. It proved a snare to Israel, to himself, and to his house: to 
Israel, because they made it an object of worship; to Gideon and his house, 
because he invaded the prerogative of the Aaronic priesthood and gave an 
impetus to the worship of Baal after his death. The evil consequences of this 
false step in religion was realized in the miserable sequel of Gideon's family. 
The history of Gideon is concluded in 8:28-32. Gideon died at a ripe old age 
and was buried in his father's tomb at Ophrah, about 1215-1190.
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Jg 7 Hill of Moreh
• The Hill of Moreh (Giv’at HaMore, Arab. J ed Dahi, aka 

"Little Hermon" as its profile resembles that of Mt Hermon 
and is ascribed to the “Hermon” in Ps 89:12). A hill in E part 
of the Yizre’el Valley E of ‘Afula, 515m asl. 

• When the Midianites invaded the Valley of Harod from the E, 
they camped between the Hill of Moreh and Mt Gilboa (7:1). 
Gideon divided his men into 3 groups (7:16). It is likely that 
he deployed one contingent on the Hill of Moreh, another on 
Mt Gilboa, and one between them, at the W entrance to the 
valley. When the signal was given, this strategy would have 
produced a semicircle of lights and sounds, causing the 
Midianites to retreat in panic down the valley to the Jordan. 

• En-dor was near the NE side of the hill, where Saul 
consulted the medium before his battle with the Philistines 
near Jezreel. To reach it, he was forced to secretly circle the 
E end of the Hill of Moreh, a distance of almost 16km. 

• Shunem was located near the base of the S side of the Hill 
of Moreh, toward its W end. From Shunem, Jezreel, the 
summer residence of Ahab and Jezebel was easily visible 
just 6km across the valley. At Shunem, Elisha raised the 
young son of the couple who had hosted him. 

• Nain was located on the N side of the Hill of Moreh, about 
5km around its W end from Shunem. Jesus had travelled 
some 30km from Capernaum to Nain, to raise a young man 
and give him back to his widowed mother.. 

The Hill of Moreh viewed N across the 
Jezreel Valley (Sandals/Dan De Lozier)
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Jg 7 Hill of Moreh

• (tp R) To the SW are the mountains of 
Gilboa, stepping down into the Jezreel 
Valley. The very lowest step is Tel Jezreel, 
where Ahab and Jezebel had their winter 
capital, near Naboth's kerem (vineyard or 
olive grove).

• The Harod River, flowing below the image, 
has its origin in a spring at the foot of 
Gilboa, where Gideon chose his 300 (ch 7). 

• (bt R) N of Tel Jezreel, just across the 
valley, is the Hill of Moreh, where the 
Midianites were camping when Gideon's 
band sneaked up, and where later the 
Philistines camped when Saul stood at 
Jezreel in fear for his life.
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Jg 7 Hill of Moreh (map)
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Jg 7 Harod Spring
• Harod ("trembling or terror"). The spring where the test of 

drinking was applied before the battle with the Midianites (7:1,4-
7). The well bursts out of the source "some fifteen feet broad and 
two feet deep, from the very foot of Gilboa." 

• It is identical with mod. fountain `Ain Jalud, 1.6km E of Jezreel, 
and opposite Shunem, now a park area. The spring flows 
continually out of a cave at the base of Mt Gilboa, forming a small 
stream that flows N down to the Valley of Harod. Undoubtedly, 
almost every person mentioned in the Bible who travelled through 
the Harod Valley, going E or W, or passing N or S through the 
Plain of Jezreel, drank here. Its presence may have accounted, in 
part at least, for the several battles that were fought nearby. 

• The LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too 
many for Me to give Midian into their hands, for Israel would 
become boastful, saying, "My own power has delivered me.' (7:2) 
Gideon, therefore, made the usual proclamation (Dt 20:8), for all 
the fainthearted to withdraw; and 22,000 did so. The Lord 
regarded this as still too many, and Gideon was commanded to 
test them in the matter of drinking. 

• Those who knelt to drink were rejected, and only those were 
chosen who lapped the water with the tongue, as a dog laps i.e., 
to take the water from the brook with the hollow of their hand and 
lap it into the mouth with their tongues as a dog does. Those who 
knelt to drink were excused as in this position they were not 
prepared for a surprise attack. Those who stood, presumably, 
and took water to their mouths in their hands, demonstrated that 
they were alert and watching for the enemy. This test reduced the 
number to 300 men (7:3-8). 

• Being on the N side of the hill, the spring was visible to the 
Midianites encamped below him in the valley. Beside the spring, 
there is a little plain which descends gradually into the valley 
proper, some 23m below. Every move of Gideon’s men would be 
plainly visible to the Midianites, and theirs to Gideon.

The Harod  Valley. Looking N from Mt. Gilboa to the 
Hill of Moreh. (Sandals/Terry C. Hulbert)

Spring of Harod (Sandals/Sarah Carter0
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Jg 7:19-22 Torches, 
trumpets and swords 

• So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of 
the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just posted 
the watch; and they blew the trumpets and smashed the pitchers that were in 
their hands. 

•  When the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers, they 
held the torches in their left hands and the trumpets in their right hands for 
blowing, and cried, "A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!" (7:19-20) 

• Each soldier from the Israelites was provided with a burning torch hidden in 
an earthen jar, and a trumpet (or, more probably, some carried trumpets 
instead of torches). The small force was divided into 3 parties, which 
approached the Midianite camp from 3 directions simultaneously. 
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Jg 7, 8 Hands and heads
• They captured the two leaders of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, and they killed Oreb 

at the rock of Oreb, and they killed Zeeb at the wine press of Zeeb, while they 
pursued Midian; and they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon from 
across the Jordan. (7:25)

• The leaders of Succoth said, "Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already 
in your hands, that we should give bread to your army?“ (8:6)

• Naturally it is difficult to transport whole corpses around, so to count the foe or 
establish his identity the head was cut off and brought to the leaders. This was 
a routine procedure all through the ANE. 

• Another way was to cut off a palm (the whole hand from the wrist down) of the 
victim’s arm. In 8:6 the “hands of Zebah and Zalmunna” is the Heb. kaph 
meaning “palm” as distinct from yad (the “hand” of the victor), precisely as in 
the RS, where the same word designates the “palms” to commemorate Anat’s 
victory.  

• In Ugarit, Mesp, and Egypt cutting off either palms or heads, or even heaping 
them up in triumph, is referred to repeatedly. 

• In the case of David, as the Philistines were uncircumcised, the foreskins were 
produced as a bride-price to Saul for his daughter Michal (1 Sa 18:17-27). The 
circumcised Egyptians counted their foes by heads and hands, except in the 
case of the uncircumcised Libyans, whose phalli were often amputated for 
counting. 

• In art, heads and hands are depicted to symbolize victory in battle. 
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Jg 7:22 Abel-meholah

• Abel-meholah (meadow of dancing, or the dancing-meadow) 
birthplace and residence of Elisha, not far from Beth-shean in the 
territory of Issachar, in the Jordan Valley. After their defeat the 
Midianites fled to the region of Abel-meholah (7:22). The town was 
in the 5th district of the kingdom of Solomon (1 Ki 4:12). 

• Various identifications for the site have been proposed. Some 
identify it with Abelmea, Abelmain, with hot springs. Eus. (Ono 
34:23) identified it with Bethmaela. Glueck suggested T. el-Maqlub 
close to the village of Kefar Abil on the Wadi Yabis (Jabesh), but 
this is better identified with Jabesh-Gilead. 

T. el-Maqrub (BP)
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Jg 7:24 Beth-barah

• Beth-barah (house of crossing) a place S of Gideon's victory (7:24).
• This is probably the chief ford of the Jordan in that district, and may 

have been the one by which Jacob crossed when he returned from 
Mesopotamia, near the Jabbok (Gn 32:22), and at which Jephthah 
slew the Ephraimites (12:4). 

• Nothing, however, is certainly known of it. 
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Jg 8 Succoth

• Succoth is located just N of the mouth of the Jabbok on the E side 
of the Jordan River. 

• Succoth is associated with either present day Tell Akhsas or Tell Der 
Allah. 

• While Gideon was pursuing the Midianites across the Jordan, the 
elders of Succoth and nearby Penuel refused to give his men bread 
to eat. Gideon vowed to punish them after his victory (8:5-16). 

Succoth (Tell Deir Alla) in the 
Jordan Valley, viewed from the N. 
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Jg 8 Penuel

• Penuel was located about 13km E the Jordan and about 8km E of Succoth. 
Surrounded on 3 sides by the Jabbok, it could be totally surrounded by water 
during the rainy season. 

• Penuel was situated on a major E-W route that passed through the Wadi Jabbok 
connecting the Transjordanian Highway with the Jordan Valley and routes leading 
into the hill country of Samaria. 

• Weary from pursuing the Midianite leaders, Zebah and Zalmunna, Gideon and 
300 of his men came to Penuel and requested bread from them. The inhabitants 
of Penuel refused aid to Gideon, just as the people of Succoth had just done. 
Apparently, these cities supported Zebah and Zalmunna, assuming that they 
ultimately would overcome Gideon’s small band. Although retreating, the 
Midianites far-outnumbered Gideon’s forces. Gideon threatened to return after his 
victory over them and destroy the tower of Penuel. When he had defeated the 
Midianites, Gideon returned to Penuel, tore down the tower there, and killed the 
men of the city (8:8, 9, 17). 

Penuel and the fords of the Jabbok, 
viewed from the S (BP)
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Jg 8 Karkor

• Qarqar (“Karkor”) a site in Wadi 
Sirhan on the desert route to the 
land of Midian, about 240km SE of 
the point where the Jordan enters 
the Dead Sea. 

• Wadi Sirhan is about L: 320km, W: 
30km, starting at an oasis about 
80km E of Amman Jordan, and then 
it runs to the SE. Some suggests 
that it is the land of Uz where Job 
resided. 

• After defeating the Midianites near 
the river (7:24), Gideon pursued 
them along the caravan route to 
Qarqar (8:10-11).

Wadi Sirhan in the Arabian 
desert. A general view of Qasr 
el-Azraq castle and lake, Nov 
1930 (matpc 02765)
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Jg 8 Nobah, Jogbehah and Ascent of Heres

• Ascent of Heres (8:13) Hill by which Gideon returned from the 
battle with Zebah and Zalmunna. Its location is uncertain. 

• Jogbehah ("hillock"). One of the fortified cities rebuilt by the 
Gadites (Nu 32:35). It was in the route of Gideon while pursuing 
the Midianites (8:11). 

• Its name still exists in Al Jubayhah (Jueiha, El Jubeiha, El 
Jebeihe), 10.5km NW of Amman.

• Nobah A city in E Gilead (8:11). Gideon and his men went 
around Nobah to surprise the Midianite army at Karkor. The site 
is unknown. 


