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Pertinent Issues and Questions found in 1 Corinthians

  
There are many issues and questions covered in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians that may be prevailing in 
our local churches even now. We will cover just a few of them in general to illustrate how Paul tackles the 
church’s problems and questions. In each area of concern, we are try to identify the doubts that may arise, 
and the principles or purposes of his arguments in order that we can find the right application for ourselves. 
We will leave most of the conclusions to you in your Sunday School class discussions.  

The following is the reply to the questions from the church of Corinth:  

1. What about marriage?  
With a society that had a low standard of morality, where adultery and harlotry were acceptable, 
there was no doubt Paul had to address the issues of marriage, celibacy and sexual immorality. 
Some even thought that Paul seemed to hate marriage in general and women in particular and that 
unmarried individuals could always serve God better than the married ones. These are totally not 
true.  
See Heb 13:4, Eph 5:25-33, 1 Tim 3:2, 11; 4:1-5; 5:14.  
He was more focusing on God’s way against sexual immorality and taught that Christians should 
not conform to the prevalent moral values of the society. In fact, Christians should learn to 
exercise Christian moral values especially in marital relationship. 
Three classes of people were addressed: 
A. Those marriages in which both partners are saved (7:1-11) 

1. Both partners are to render “due benevolence” to each other (7:3). This phrase is 
translated “good will” in Eph 6:7. 

2. Neither partner is to “defraud” the other (7:5). The context shows this to be in regard 
to sexual rights. Paul reminds both that neither has “power” over his own body. This 
is to say that separate ownership of oneself does not exist in the marriage state. No 
partner may rightfully quote the words of Matthew 20:15 to the other partner: “Is it 
not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own?” Thus to defraud (deny) sexual 
rights one to the other is to invite being tempted by Satan. (2 Cor 2:11; 1 Pet 5:8) 

B. Those marriages in which one partner is unsaved (7:12-24) 
Paul has one basic admonishment here and it is that the believer should stay with the 
unbeliever if at all possible. This should be done: 

1. Because the very institution of marriage is ordained of God (7:14) 
2. Because the unbelieving partner is “sanctified” by the believing spouse (7:14). This 

is simply to say the Holy Spirit can work more easily in the life of an unsaved 
husband if there is in that home the example of a godly and faithful wife. 

C. Those unmarried individuals (7:25-40) 
1. There are times when it may be best to remain unmarried for awhile (7:27). 
2. There are times when an individual can do more for Christ single than married (7:32-

34). 
3. At all times a believer should seek God’s perfect will, concerning whether to marry 

or remain single. (7:23-24). 
In other words, Paul acknowledges celibacy is ‘good’ and highlights its advantages. But he also 
regards marriage as normal. In any case, celibacy requires a special calling from God. He did not 
say celibacy is morally superior to marriage. One has to know God’s will and live in His will.   

2. What about Christian liberty?  
Question: As a child of God I have been liberated from the law of sin and of death. Does this 
imply I can now do any lawful thing I desire? 
Citing three examples, Paul explained that in exercising our Christian rights, we  
A. should not become a stumbling block to other fellow Christians 
B. should employ our rights for the ministering to the weaker brethrens and others 
C. should be mindful of our old ways so that we will not fall into temptations again.  
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1. Example of food offered to idols 
The background was there were many pagan temples at Corinth upon which tons of 
animal meats were sacrificed daily. Some of this meat was consumed by the priests while 
the remainder was placed on sale in the various city meat markets. It probably sold 
cheaper, due to its previous usage. Some believers, spotting a bargain, were apparently 
buying this meat for their table. Other Christians were shocked at this.  
Paul corrected that there was nothing wrong with meat or eating such meat. What could 
be wrong was when others were stumbled because of our actions. He then admonished 
the Corinthians believers 

a. to attempt becoming a stepping stone by building oneself up (Jude 1:20), 
building other Christians up (1 Thess 5:11; Rom 14:19) and by building the 
entire church up(1 Cor 14:12). 

b. to avoid becoming a stumbling stone by falling into sin.  

Question: How can one decide upon that which is right or wrong? 
An action may be wrong on two counts: 
i) Because of an inherent sin factor. There are certain things that are always 

wrong because they go against the very grain of God’s holiness. Such things 
would be murder, lying, adultery, stealing, idolatry, etc.  

ii) Because of an acquired sin factor. There are certain things that, in and by 
themselves, are harmless, but through time and custom have acquired the 
taint of being evil. An example of this would be the wearing of cosmetics, 
once considered sinful but now (if modestly applied) generally accepted 
among Christian women.  

This first factor is character sin, and the second can be referred to as reputation sin. 
The child of God is to avoid both.  

2. Example of His own rights 
Paul had more rights to exercise Christian liberty since he was an apostle and had 
founded the church in Corinth. However, when he came to employ his rights, he felt that 
he should not hinder the gospel and by all his means, he might save some. (1 Cor 9:12, 
15, 18, 19, 22) 
He chose to minister to the Jews, the Gentiles, the weak believers before himself.    

3. Example of the nation Israel 
No other nation in the history of the world had enjoyed the liberty, freedom, and blessing 
of God as did Israel, yet she abused all this and was judged by God. This example was 
written in order that (1 Cor 10:11) “…all these things happened unto them … are written 
for our admonition…” In other words, they are recorded to admonish us concerning our 
weakness. God commands us to take heed concerning our speech (Ps 39:1), 
overconfidence (1 Cor 10:12), being deceived by others (Mt 24:4), our Christian liberty (! 
Cor 8:9) and our ministry to others (Acts 20:28, 1 Tim 4:16; Col 4:17). They are also 
recorded to assure us concerning God’s strength. So that we will not fall into temptation 
but have victory over temptation (1 Cor 10:13, 1 Pet 4:19; 2 Pet 2:9.)   

3. What about church conduct? 
There were 2 specific areas of concerns here: 

A. Rules concerning clothing/ dressing (11:1-16) 
Paul listed certain principles which should govern the personal appearance of believers, 
especially while in the house of God. 
1. Man’s appearance 

a. to wear nothing on his head. This is to demonstrate his relationship to his 
Saviour who is the head of every man, and his relationship to his spouse (11:3, 
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7). He ought not to cover his head is because he is the image and glory of God. 
Because of this high dignity, there should be no sign of subordination about man 
when he worships.  (This is one of the argument used for not having male in 
Christian service to wear a hat or any head dress.) 

b. to wear his hair shorter than woman is for the purpose of not associating long 
hair with being effeminate or rebellion against authority. It may also because of 
a specific holy vow (Nazarite vow) made in OT (Num 6:1-22; Judge 13:4,5; 1 
Sam 1:11; Luke 1:15). It implies appearance for a male must be distinctly 
different from a female. 

2. Woman’s appearance 
a. to wear her hair long or to veil is to demonstrate her submission to her husband 

and her rightful standards to the world. (Harlots and slaves wore their hair short 
in Paul’s time.) 

b. to wear something upon her head is to demonstrate the veiling of pureness or 
decency. The woman has a place of her own, but it is not the man’s place. She 
stands to the man in such a relation as does nothing else, and so she is called the 
glory of the man.  This expression assures her of a high place in the scheme of 
things and ensures that it is not man’s place.  

Having said this, it does not mean of an undue subordination of women. There is 
a partnership between the sexes and in the Lord neither exists without the other. 
The man must not vaunt his place.  

Question: Should women wear veils in the modern days? 
First, a distinction should be made between the meaning of the text and its significance. The 
meaning is what it says to people in that culture, and the significance is how it applies to our 
cultural situation today. The meaning is clearly stated that when women in Corinth threw back 
their veils and prayed in church, they dishonoured their head (husband). In such a cultural 
context, it was imperative that a woman wears a veil in church while praying or prophesying.  

Second, there is a difference between command and culture. The commands of Scripture are 
absolute – culture is relative. There is a principle behind all His commands that is absolute, 
but the practice is not. What Christians must do is absolute, but how they do it is culturally 
relative. Thus women in all cultures at all times must show respect for their husbands but how 
this respect is manifest may not always be with a veil.  

The principle is that a Christian should always act in a seemly manner.    

B. Rules concerning communion (11:17-34) 
I think in general, there is not much to argue concerning the communion. We know the center 
in the table of the Lord is the Lord of the table Himself, Jesus Christ. We are to use bread and 
wine in remembrance of Christ for the purpose of (11:26, 28)  
1. To look back of the Lord’s death 
2. To look inward by examining oneself 
3. To look forward until He comes again. 
So, the partakers ought to be saved and checked themselves before coming to the table. We 
are also encouraged to do this as often as we meet.  

Question: Should we limit to only baptized members? and Is the procedures and 
equipment used as important to the actual practice used during Jesus’ time?  

We shall let you draw your own conclusions in your Sunday school class.   

4. What about spiritual gifts? (12 –14)  
Definition and questions about spiritual gifts: 
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A. Definition: It is a supernatural ability given by Christ through the Holy Spirit to the 
believer at the moment of his salvation.   

Question: Is there a difference between the gift of the Spirit and the gifts from the Spirit?  
Answer: Yes. The gift of the Spirit occurred at Pentecost and the gifts from the Spirit are 
given today.   

Question: Is there a difference between spiritual gifts and human talents? 
Answer: Yes. Talent is a human and natural ability given at birth while a gift is supernatural 
and is given at one’s second birth.  

Question: Is there a distinction between a spiritual gift and an official office in a place of 
service? 
Answer: A spiritual gift is the ability, not where the ability is exercised. Eg. the gift of a 
pastor is the ability to give shepherd-like care to people, regardless of where this is done.   

Question leading from the answer above: If there is a distinction, is the gift of pastor to do 
preaching and taking leadership of church people given to women, and is it just the 
position of pastorate reserved for men only? 
Considerations for your conclusion: 
- In 14:34-36, Paul’s seemed to say Christian women ought not to be ‘forward’, they 

should not seek needlessly to flout the accepted ideas of the day. 
- Barclay comments: ‘In all likelihood what was uppermost in Paul’s mind was the lax 

moral state of Corinth and the feeling that nothing, absolutely nothing, must be done 
which would bring upon the infant Church the faintest suspicion of immodesty. It would 
certainly be very wrong to take these words of Paul out of the context for which they 
were written.’ 

- Paul calls on them to observe the customs. He refers to the law to remind them of 
women’s proper place. Probably referring to the passage Gn 3:16. It is possible that Paul 
contemplated the possibility that a woman might occasionally prophesy in church. 

- Moffatt takes the view that Paul ‘never vetoed a devout woman from exercising, even at 
public worship, the prophetic gift which so many women in the primitive Church 
enjoyed’. 

- Calvin takes Paul to mean that, while the necessity may arise for a woman to speak in 
public, she must not speak in a regular church service. 

- The prohibition of women speaking in church extends to the asking of questions. This 
verse indicates that the practice he has been condemning had actually been taking place at 
Corinth. More than once Paul has had occasion to complain of the pride of the 
Corinthians. Clearly they felt free to strike out on new lines, justified only by their own 
understanding of things Christian. It is in the light of such a temper that Paul inquires 
ironically whether the word of God took its earthly origin from the Corinthians, or 
whether it was to them only that it came. They must not think that they alone know what 
is Christian. The customs and the thinking ‘in all churches of the saints’ (v33) must be 
given due force.  

B. Other facts about spiritual gifts: 
1. Each believer possesses at least one spiritual gift (1 Cor 7:7; 12:7,11; Eph 4:7; 1 Pet 

4:10) 
2. No believer possesses all the gifts (1 Cor 12:29-30). 
3. The purpose of spiritual gifts is to glorify the Father (Rev 4:11) and to edify both the 

believers and the church (Eph 4:12-13).  
4. These gifts are not for rivalry and jealousy, but to profit one another. 
5. We are not to abuse God given gifts by not using those gifts imparted to us (1 Tim 

4:14; 2 Tim 1:6) 
6. Neither should we attempt to use those gifts not imparted to us (Num 16:1-3; Acts 

8:18-20). 
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7. There are 18 spiritual gifts mentioned (Rom12:6-8; 1 Cor 12:4-10, 28: Eph 4:7-8). 
8. There is scriptural evidence to indicate that God has placed his gifts into two time 

categories” 
9. The sign gifts (phased out after first century):  
- Apostleship 
- Prophecy 
- Healing 
- Miracles 
- Knowledge 
- Tongues 
- Interpretation of tongues. 

The purpose of these gifts was to meet these needs: 
a. To validate the authority of the apostles and early Christians ie. Through healing 

and miracles. (2 Cor 12:21; Heb 2:4; Rom 15:19; Jn 3:2; 20:30, 31; Mt 10:5-8; 
Mt 10:5-8; 11:4, 5) 

b. To disseminate new revelation and divine information ie. Through prophecy, 
knowledge, and tongues. 

With the completion of the canon in A.D. 95, these gifts became unnecessary (2 Tim 
3:14-17; 2 Pet 1:16-21). 

10. The stationary gifts (given throughout history):  
- Wisdom 
- Faith 
- Discerning of spirits 
- Helps 
- Teaching 
- Exhortation 
- Giving 
- Ruling 
- Showing of mercy 
- Evangelism 
- Pastor-teacher.   

C. Description of spiritual gifts: 
1. Gift of apostleship (1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11): men called by Christ Himself and endowed 

with special authority to function official “charter members” of the early church. 
Criterion is the one must have seen the resurrected Christ.  

2. Gift of prophecy (1 Cor 12:10; 14:1, 3-6; Eph 4:11, Rom 12:6): supernatural ability to 
receive and transmit a revelation form God, especially that which concerns itself with 
future events. 

3. Gift of miracles (1 Cor 12:28): supernatural ability to perform those events outside and 
beyond the realm of nature. 

4. Gift of healing (1 Cor 12:9, 28, 30): supernatural ability to cure human ills, whether 
physical, mental, or demonic origin.   

Argument: If  this gift does not exist, why do we still pray for healing?  
Answer: Paul decidedly possessed the gift of healing (Acts 14:10; 16:18; 19:12; 20:10; 
28:8,9) but for some reason did not employ it during the final months of his ministry. 
(See Phil 2:26, 27; 1 Tim 5:23; 2 Tim 4:20). However, the removal of the sign gifts does 
not mean God cannot and will not supernaturally heal a believer today. It does mean that 
the gift of healing through an individual has ceased. God’s present-day plan for healing is 
found in James 5:14-16.  

5. Gift of knowledge (1 Cor 12:8; 13:8): connected to the gift of prophecy and may involve 
the ability to receive and record parts of God’s Word. 

6. Gift of tongues and the various views: 
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a. The unlearned human language: all accounts in NT tongue-speaking refer to 
same event ie the ability to speak in previously unlearned human languages.   

Arguments for this view: 
i. Because of the usage of the same vocabulary. The use of identical terms in 

reference to speaking with tongues in Acts and 1 Corinthians leaves no 
foundation for a distinction. In all passages, the same vocabulary is used: 
laleo and glossa, in various grammatical constructions. On the basis of the 
Greek and the statement of the text, no distinction is found. It is also 
pointed out that the word glossa is found fifty times in the Greek New 
Testament. Of these: 16 times it refers to the physical organ (Jas 3:5); once 
it refers to flames of fires (Acts 2:3); 33 times it refers to human language. 

ii. Because the word rendered “interpret” in 1 Cor  14:13 is diermemeuo, and 
literally means “to translate”. Out of the 21 occasions where this word is 
found in the NT, 18 definitely refer to translation. (Acts 9:36) 

iii. Because of the description of the events at Pentacost (Acts 2:6-11). Also 
Peter says (Acts 11:15) that the tongue-speaking he witnessed at Caesarea 
was identical to that at Pentecost. 

iv. Because ecstatic gibberish could not be a sign to unbelievers (1 Cor 14:22). 
v. Because Jesus warned against tongue-babbling. The Greek words batta and 

logeo in Matt 6:7 refer to the act of babbling, or speaking without thinking. 
vi. Because Paul offers no redefinition or clarification of Acts 2 when he writes 

1 Cor 14. 
vii. Because Paul quotes Isaiah 28:11,12 in 1 Cor 14:21, which reference is 

definitely connected to human language. God’s people would not listen 
when God spoke to them in Hebrew, they would when He spoke to them in 
the Assyrian enemy language. A symbol of judgment to the Hebrew mind. 

viii. Because of the advent of higher criticism in the 18th and 19th centuries. In 
other words, the critics of the Bible rejected the miracles of speaking 
unlearned human languages and advocated the ecstatic utterance view, thus 
identifying biblical tongues with other ancient mystery religious.   

b. The nonhuman (angelic?) ecstatic utterance: position the language spoken is 
heavenly in its structure.   

Arguments for this view: 
i. The tongue-speaking disciples at Pentecost are accused of drunkenness 

(Acts 2:13), a charge which would not be made if the language was of an 
earthly nature. 

ii. Paul says tongues would cease (1 Cor 13:8), a ridiculous statement if the 
gift is simply speaking unlearned human language. 

iii. Because of Paul’s words in 1 Cor 14:2, “For he that speaketh in an 
unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man 
understandeth him.” 

iv. Because Paul had the gift of tongues (1 Cor 14:18), yet he could not 
understand the human speech of Lycaonia in Acts 14;11. 

v. Because of the distinction made between mind and spirit in 1 Cor 14:14, 15. 
Here it is claimed that God uses the mind to reveal certain revelation in 
human language and employs the spirit of man to reveal other information 
in nonhuman language. 

vi. Because of the phrase “other tongues” in Acts 2:4. This is a translation of 
the Greek word heteros, which means, “another of a different kind.” (Gal 
1:6,7) 

vii. Because of the suggestion in 1 Cor 13:1, “Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels.” Note: Here it may be asked what kind of language 
do angels speak? While talking to men on earth they have been know to 
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speak both Hebrew (Gen 19) and Greek (Lk 1). Even during their heavenly 
ministry they spoke languages which were understandable to men. (Isa 6; 
Rev 4 –5).  

In any case, we must know the purpose of tongues: 
a. Negative: 

i. It was not for church edification (14:4,19) 
ii. It was not for personal edification. If so, why this group at Corinth is most 

carnal and confused? 
iii. It was not to demonstrate Spirit baptism (1 Cor 12:13; Rom 6:3-4; Col 2:9-

12; Eph 4:5; Gal 3:27,28). 
b. Positive:  

iv. To validate the authority of the apostles and early Christians 
v. To demonstrate God’s judgment upon unbelieving Israel 

vi. To serve as a sign to seeking (but lost) individual Jews. 
vii. To impart new truths prior to the completion of the canon. Because there 

were doctrines and advice still now written yet at this point.  

More importantly, what is the regulation of tongues written in 1 Cor 14?  
a. Speaking in tongues helps no Christians in the church (1 Cor 14:3,4) 
b. Speaking in a known tongue helps all (1 Cor 14:3,4) 
c. The tongue, like a musical instrument, is useless unless heard and distinctly 

understood (14:7) 
d. This distinction can sometimes mean the difference between life and death 

(14:8) 
e. There is no stress in any of Paul’s testimonies and mission trip, for he realized 

that not all Christians had the gift (14:8; 12:30; 14:39) 
f. Preaching was 2000 times to be preferred over tongues (14:19) 
g. Unanimous tongue-speaking was forbidden (14:23) 
h. Preaching, not tongues, is God method for saving the lost (14:24,25) 
i. Tongue-speaking was to be limited in number, with each to speak in turn (14:27) 
j. Women were absolutely forbidden to speak in tongues (14:34, 11:3-10) – 

foreign tongues. 
k. All things in God’s house are to be done decently and in order (14:40).  

7. Gift of interpretation of tongues (12:10): supernatural ability to clarify and translate those 
messages spoken in tongues.  

8. Gift of wisdom (12:8): supernatural ability to apply rightfully both human and divine 
knowledge. 

9. Gift of spirit discernment (12:10; 1 John 4:1): ability to distinguish between demonic, 
human, and divine works. (Peter and Paul had this gift.) 

10. Gift of giving (Rom 12:8): ability to accumulate and give large sums of money to God’s 
glory (2 Cor 8:1-5). 

11. Gift of exhortation (Rom 12:8): ability to deliver challenging words (Prov 25:11). 
(Barnabas, Judas, Silas had this gift.) 

12. Gift of ministering (or of helps) (12:28): ability to render practical help in both physical 
and spiritual matters. (Dorcas and Phoebe had this gift.) 

13. Gift of mercy-showing (Rom16:1,2): ability to minister to the sick and afflicted. 
14. Gift of ruling (or administering) (12:28; Rom 12:8): ability to organize, administer, and 

promote either people or projects. 
15. Gift of faith: refers to saving faith in all repenting sinners, sanctifying faith available to 

all believers and stewardship faith to some the supernatural ability to believe and expect 
great things from God. 

16. Gift of teaching (Rom 12:7; 1 Cor12:28; Eph 4:11): ability to communicate and clarify 
the details of the Word of God. (Apollos, Aquila and Priscilla had this gift.) 
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17. Gift of evangelism (Eph 4:11): supernatural ability to point sinners to Christ and to 
burden Christians about soul-winning (although all believers are to be witness for Christ. 
Philip had this gift. 

18. Gift of pastor-teacher (Eph 4:11): supernatural ability to preach and teach the Word of 
God and to feed and lead the flock of God. (Not all teachers are to be pastors but all 
pastors are to be teachers.)   

5. What about the resurrection? (15)  
Question: Did Christ really resurrect? 
Theories of disbelief: 
a. The fraud theory that the disciples invented the whole thing. 
b. The swoon theory that Christ merely fainted on the cross and later revived in the coolness of 

the tomb. 
c. The vision theory that the disciples only imagined they saw him. 
d. The spirit theory that only his spirit arose. (Refuted by Luke 24:39) 
e. The heart theory that he was only resurrected in the hearts of his friends. 
If so, these should be the horrible conclusions: 
f. All gospel-preaching has been and will continue to be completely useless. 
g. All gospel preachers become notorious liars and fools. 
h. All living Christians are still in their sins. 
i. All departed Christians are in hell. 
j. All reason and purpose for life itself is destroyed. 
k. The Saviour Himself is still rotting in some grave. 
l. Christian service becomes a farce. 
m. Suffering for Christ is stupid and senseless (15:30,32). 
n. The sensual way is the only way (15:32).  

Answer: The true fact is that Christ rose again on the third day (15:4) 
The proof of the resurrection (15:5-11): 
a. The 10 main appearances: 

- Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:11-18) 
- The other woman (Mt 28:9-10) 
- The 2 disciples (Lk 24:13-32) 
- Simon Peter (Lk 24:33-35) 
- 10 apostles (Lk 24:36-43) 
- 11 apostles (Jn 20:26-31) 
- 7 apostles (Jn 21:1-14) 
- 500 disciples (1 Cor 15:6) 
- James, his half brother (1 Cor 15:7) 
- 11 apostles on Mt Olivet (Lk 24:44-49; 1 Cor 15:7) 

b. Appearances to Paul: 
- On the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-9; 22:6-11; 26:12-19) 
- In Corinth (Acts 18:9) 
- In Jerusalem (Acts 23:11) 
- On a sinking ship (Acts 27:23) 
- At an undesignated spot (2 Cor 12:1-4).  

Question: What is the purpose of His resurrection? (15:54) 
Answer: Among other things, it is to destroy man’s final enemy – death (15:26).  
The 5 natural enemies of mankind are  

- The world  (Gal 1:4; 1 Jn 2:15; Jas 4:4) 
- The flesh (Rom 7:18; 8.8; Gal 5:17; 1 Jn 2:16) 
- The devil (Mt. 13:39; Eph 6:11) 
- Spiritual death (Jn. 5:24; 8:51; Rev 2:11) 
- Physical death (Ps 55:4; Heb 2:15). 
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The power of resurrection (15:55-58) can concur all these enemies and it proves that our labour on 
earth is not in vain.   

6. What about the collection? (16) 
Question: Is the way or method to collect offering important? 
Answer: The purpose of church collection is “for the saints” (16:1) and the support of His work, 
and for the poor who are in need (Rom 15:26). Many would agree the way it is collected is less 
important than how is it managed. “Whomsoever ye shall approve” (16:3) should be the 
custodians of the collection. This responsibility could be in the hands of more than one brother, to 
avoid slightest suspicion of improper handling.         

Reference: 
1. Willmington’s Guide To The Bible 
2. When Critics Ask by ? 
3. TYNDALE New Testament Commentaries – The First Epistle of 

Paul to the Corinthians by Leon Morris     
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Conclusion:  

1 Partisanship, sexual immorality, lawsuits, divorce, drunken disorder, one upmanship, schisms and 
false doctrines. As you read the letter of Paul to the Corinthians you wonder if he is addressing 
non-christians, sad to say he was speaking to the christians, God’s people, he calls them saints, 
sanctified in Christ by the grace of God. I Cor 1:1-9  

2 These Corinthian christians were enriched in every way and in spiritual gifts.  

3 They seem to be eagerly waiting for the return of the Lord Jesus.  

4 Yet these Corinthian saints had caused more trouble by taking the concept of christian liberty out 
of context, compromising God’s truth with worldly philosophies and practices.  

5 Paul the Apostle and missionary had preached the gospel to these Corinthian Christians and as 
God’s chosen representative had also laid down the church foundations of christian doctrine and 
practices.  

6 Here is one of Paul’s longest epistle. It was an open letter, filled with concern. It was direct, 
bearing open the state and condition of the church in Corinth. Throughout the letter you would not 
miss out Paul’s personal involvement as he sought to help deal with the growing tensions and 
unresolved doctrines and deviant practices of the Corinthian christians.  

7 In studying this Epistle, you will no doubt discover some glaring similarities the present day 
church and society have with those in Corinth. Thus Paul’s epistle to the Corinthian christians will 
no doubt be relevant to us .  

8 The challenge we face in studying this Epistle is, how do we interpret the passages in its context 
and draw from them mandates and principles that will be applicable to us today, in our place and 
time, and with the people within the church and without.  

9 We need to exercise spiritual wisdom and discernment and apply lots of agape love that would 
help us put aside our differences in opinion and convictions(not in the basic christian doctrines) .  

10 In 2 Tim 2:14-15 Paul’s exhortation to Timothy is worth noting as we embark to study God’s 
word. A christian approved of God is one who diligently and zealously guards God’s truth. Not 
striving over words or subverting God’s truth that may lead us away from the great things of God 
and confuse the young in faith. Building each other up in the faith rather than stumbling others and 
hurting one another. (I Tim 6:4). Finally, it is letting God’s word speak to us in whatever our 
circumstance may be without compromising His truth.  

11 Rightly dividing the word of truth. Deal with care God’s word and distributing the word rightly 
that will be meaningful and applicable to those whom we teach, even ourselves.  

12 To study diligently.    
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