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Persia in Biblical Times

“’PERES' -- your kingdom has been divided and given 
over to the Medes and Persians." (Dn 5:28)
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Persia and the return of the exiles

• Persian kings and the Bible
• Return from exile
• (1) Cyrus the Great (

biblical significance, Empire map, 
decree, Cyrus Cylinder, Kurash
 Prism, tomb)

• (1a) Darius the Mede (Gubaru)
• (2) Cambyses II
• (3) Darius I
• Judah in the Persian Period (

chronology, Governors, 
Davidides
 and High Priests (538-433), 
Governors of Samaria, governors and high priests (445-335
))

• Ez 1 The Second Temple
• Ez 2 Returning exiles (under 

Sheshbazzar)
• Ez 2, Ne 7 Ezra and 

Nehemiah (
comparison of lists, 
comparison of freewill offerings
)

• Ez 6:15 
Completion of the Second Temple

• Ez 8 Returning exiles (
under Ezra, comparison of 1
st and 2nd waves)

• (4) Xerxes I (inscriptions)
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Persia and the return of the exiles
• Esther (Persian terms)
• Es 1 Achaemenid satrapies (

map, Daiva inscription)
• Es 1 Achaemenid capitals
• Es 1 Susa (history, importance

, map, king’s gate)
• Es 4 Persian court protocol
• Es 5 Susa (Apadana palace, 

panel of archers, 
lions and bull capital)

• Es 5 Feasts (drinking vessels)
• Es 6 

Persian laws and royal records
• Es 8 Royal communications
• Es 9 Purim

• (5) Artaxerxes I (Ezra)
• Judah and Jerusalem at the time of the Exiles’ return
• Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s time 1, 2
• Ne 2:1 cupbearer
• Ne 2:10 Sanballat
• Ne 2:19 Geshem the Arabian
• Ne 3:8 Broad wall (location)
• Ne 3:15 Pool of Shelah
• Ne 4;7-8 Opposition
• Ne 6:15-16 Wall of Jerusalem
• Ne 7:2 Hananiah
• Ne 12:23 Johanan, Elnathan, 

Shelomith
• Ne 12:27-43 Dedication
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Persian Kings and the Bible (n)

Philip II of Macedon defeats Greeks at 
Chaeronea (338)
Alexander the Great overthrows Persian 
Empire

Arses (338-335)
Darius III (335-330)

350-301

Aristotle (384-322)

Biblical silence

Artaxerxes III (359-338)400-351

Peloponnesian Wars (431-404)
Athens falls (404)
Sparta rules
Plato (428-348)

Fortification of Jerusalem stopped (Ez 
4:7-23) Pre-445
Nehemiah to Jerusalem 444 
Prophecy of Malachi; Nehemiah returns 
to Artaxerxes 433
Nehemiah back to Jerusalem post-433

Darius II (424-404)
Artaxerxes II (404-359)

450-401

Battle of Marathon (490)
Greeks defeat Persians at Thermopolea (480) 
and Salamis (479)
Herodotus (485-425)
Socrates (470-399)
Golden Age (461-431)
Pericles (460-429)
Athens rules

“An accusation” (Ez 4:6) 486 or soon 
after
Queen Esther (483-474)
Ezra to Jerusalem 458

Xerxes (486-465)
Artaxerxes I Longimanus 
(465-424)

500-451

Temple rebuilding begun and halted.
Haggai and Zechariah prophesy; temple 
rebuilding resumed (520)
Temple completed (Mar 515)

Cambyses II (530-522)

Darius I Hystaspes (522-
486)

550-501

Return of Sheshbazzar, Zerubabbel and 
Jeshua 538/537. 

Cyrus (559-530)600-551

Greek correlationBiblical correlationPersian kingPeriod (BC)



Persia and the Return of the Exiles 5

Return from Exile (n)

Allowed to rebuild the wallAs many as wished to could 
return. Financed by royal 
treasury. Allowed to have own 
civil magistrates and judges.

As many as wished to could 
return. Temple could be 
rebuilt, partially financed by 
royal treasury. Vessels 
returned.

Elements of 
the Decree

Unknown1,500 men
     38 Levis
   220 helpers
1,758 (Total)

42,360
 7,337 (servants)
46,697 (Total)

Number 
returning

Wall rebuilt in 52 days, despite 
opposition from Sanballat the 
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite, 
and Geshem the Arab. Walls 
dedicated and Law read. Nehemiah 
initiated reforms. 

Problems with inter-marriage 
between Jewish men and 
foreign women

Temple begun; sacrifices 
made and Feast of 
Tabernacles celebrated. 
Samaritans made trouble, 
and work ceased until Darius 
ordered rebuilding in 520. 
Temple completed and 
dedicated in 516.

Key events

Artaxerxes LongimanusArtaxerxes LongimanusCyrusPersian king

NehemiahEzraSheshbazzar
Zerubbabel
Jeshua

Leaders

444458538Date

Nehemiah 1-13Ezra 7-10Ezra 1-6Reference

ThirdSecondFirstReturn
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(1) Cyrus the Great
• Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, Whom I have taken by the right hand, To 

subdue nations before him And to loose the loins of kings; To open doors before him so 
that gates will not be shut: "I will go before you and make the rough places smooth; I will 
shatter the doors of bronze and cut through their iron bars. I will give you the treasures of 
darkness And hidden wealth of secret places, So that you may know that it is I, The LORD, 
the God of Israel, who calls you by your name. (Is 45:1-3)

• Cyrus II (meaning unknown; sometimes called "Cyrus the Great“) was the first 
Achaemenian Emperor. He was the son of a Persian prince and the daughter of Astyages, 
last ruler of the Medes, according to Hero. and Xeno. Within 20 years after becoming king, 
he had conquered the Medes, Lydians, and Babylonians (549, 547, and 539, respectively). 

• A rebellious Median general sent by Astyages to put down the Persian, instead defected 
and along with his entire army, helped Cyrus defeat his own grandfather to become king of 
both the Medes and the Persians.

• Cyrus went on to expand his empire far into Central Asia for the security of the Persian 
heartland. He captured Babylon on 29 Oct 539.

• The inscription at the Temple of Marduk, Babylon reads: ‘I am Cyrus, king of the world, 
great king, legitimate king, king of Babylon, king of Sumer and Akkad, king of the four 
quarters of the earth.” 

• His conquest of Babylon gave him lordship over an empire of subject kings: “All the kings 
of the entire world, from the Upper to the Lower Sea, those who are seated in throne 
rooms, those who live in other sorts of buildings, as well as all the kings of the West living 
in tents, brought their heavy tributes and kissed my feet in Babylon.” 

• A governor (Satrap) represented him in each province to oversee its administration, 
legislation, and cultural activities.
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(1) Cyrus the Great (biblical significance)

• It is I who says of Cyrus, "He is My shepherd! (Is 44:28); Thus says the LORD to 
Cyrus His anointed (45:1)

• Praised most highly in OT. Called God's "shepherd“, His "anointed“, and chosen 
by the Lord as the deliverer of His people, not that he became a follower of 
Yahweh. He described himself as the one who received all the kingdoms of the 
earth, and declared that God commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem 
(2 Ch 36:23). He allowed the Jewish captives to return to Jerusalem. 

• First appears in the Bible when he proclaimed the Jewish exiles’ return (2 Ch 
36:22-23; Ez 1:1-4). This restoration, which was highlighted by the rebuilding of 
the Temple, had been prophesied by Jeremiah (29:10-14; cf. Is 44:28). Ezra gives 
the progress of the work related to his decree  (3:7; 4:3,5; 5:13,14,17; 6:3,14). 

• The only other references to Cyrus occur in Dn 1:21; 6:28; 10:1
• Known as a wise and tolerant ruler. Gained the goodwill of the varied ethnic and 

religious groups within the Empire, which extended from India to the W edge of 
Asia Minor.

• The Cyrus Cylinder records his reign. It says Babylon's chief god, Marduk, had 
accepted Cyrus as righteous prince, and had appointed him ruler over the whole 
world. 

• Reign ended in 530 with his death in battle. His tomb still stands at Pasargadae. 
He was succeeded by his son, Cambyses II. (Nelson’s)
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(1) Cyrus the Great (Empire map)
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(1) Cyrus the Great (decree)
• Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, "The LORD, the 

God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him 
a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Whoever there is among you of all His people, 
may the LORD his God be with him, and let him 
go up!‘ (2 Ch 36:23)

• Ez 1 records Cyrus the Great’s decree in 538 to:
– Restore captured people to their homelands
– Allow Jews to rebuild their Temple in 

Jerusalem
– Set up organized worship of the God of 

Israel. 
• For thus says the LORD, "When seventy years 

have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you 
and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back 
to this place.” (Je 29:10)

• The 70 years of Jeremiah’s prophecy were 
fulfilled between the fall of Jerusalem in 586 and 
the completion of the Temple on 3rd Adar 515 
(see also Zc 1:12; 2 Ch 36:21).  

Ancient rulers had bricks inscribed 
with their names to use in important 
buildings. The brick in the picture has 
the inscription: Cyrus king of the world 
… the great gods delivered all the 
lands into my hand, and I made this 
land dwell in peace.
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(1) Cyrus the Great (Cyrus 
Cylinder)

• Cyrus Cylinder: In 1879, Hormoz Rasam found a small clay cylinder in that Cyrus 
had inscribed, et al, his conquest of Babylon (539) and his policy toward the 
nations he had captured, as well as his policy toward their various gods and 
religions. A segment of the cuneiform text of Persian policy towards captive people 
translated by Price (pp. 251-252) : 

• ...I returned to [these] sacred cities on the other side of the Tigris, the sanctuaries of 
which have been in ruins for a long time, the images which [used] to live therein and 
established for them permanent sanctuaries. I [also] gathered all their [former] 
inhabitants and returned [to them] their habitations. Furthermore, I resettled upon the 
command of Marduk the great lord, all the gods of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabonidus 
has brought into Babylon to the anger of the lord of the gods, unharmed, in their [former] 
chapels, the places which made them happy. May all the gods who I have resettled in 
their sacred cities ask daily Bel and Nebo for long life for me and may they recommend 
me...to Marduk, my lord, may they say thus: Cyrus, the king who worships you and 
Cambyses, his son, [...] all of them I settled in a peaceful place.

• The policy, often hailed as Cyrus’ declaration of human rights, coincides with the 
biblical account of his actions (Ez 1:1-11). According to the cuneiform, he was 
favoured by Marduk and the other gods who purposed for Nabonidus and 
Belshazzar to be dethroned and divine help would be given to Cyrus. Cyrus re-
established their religious practices and was a very benevolent and gracious 
ruler.

Cyrus cylinder, baked clay, L 23cm, 
found in Babylon (BM)
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(1) Cyrus the Great (Kurash Prism)
• Kurash Prism (539): I am Kurash [Cyrus], King of the World, Great King, 

Legitimate King, King of Babilani, King of Kiengir and Akkade, King of the four 
rims of the earth, Son of Kanbujiya, Great King, King of Hakhamanish, 
Grandson of Kurash, Great king, King of Hakhamanish, descendant of 
Chishpish, Great king, King of Hakhamanish, of a family which always 
exercised kingship; whose rule Bel and Nebo love, whom they want as king to 
please their hearts. When I entered Babilani as a friend and when I established 
the seat of the government in the palace of the ruler under jubilation and 
rejoicing, Marduk, the great lord, induced the magnanimous inhabitants of 
Babilani to love me, and I was daily endeavouring to worship him...As to the 
region from as far as Assura and Susa, Akkade, Eshnunna, the towns 
Zamban, Me-turnu, Der as well as the region of the Gutians, I returned to 
these sacred cities on the other side of the Tigris the sanctuaries of which 
have been ruins for a long time, the images which used to live therein and 
established for them permanent sanctuaries. I also gathered all their former 
inhabitants and returned them to their habitations. Furthermore, I resettled 
upon the command of Marduk, the great lord, all the gods of Kiengir and 
Akkade whom Nabonidus had brought into Babilani to the anger of the lord of 
the gods, unharmed, in their former temples, the places which make them 
happy. (Charles F. Horne, ed., The Sacred Books and Early Literature of the East, New York: 
Parke, Austin, & Lipscomb, 1917; Vol. I: Babylonia and Assyria, pp. 460-462).
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(1) Cyrus the 
Great (tomb)

• Cyrus founded a new capital city at Pasargadae ("camp of the Persians“). in 
Fars Province (S-cn Iran) and established a government. It covered an area of 
almost 2.5km in length and included palaces, a temple and his tomb. The site 
was where Cyrus defeated the leader of the Medes, Astyages, in 550. 

• Cyrus’ tomb was found in 1951. It is in decent condition, made of white 
limestone and is 11m high. The tomb is 5.5m high resting on a 6 level base, 
also 5.5m high. It was built like a Ziggurat with Ionian and Lydian features. A 
small entrance with double doors leads to a windowless empty room that once 
had the "golden sarcophagus" of Cyrus. 5 huge stones for the roof are slanted 
(gabled) to shed heavy rains.

• Darius abandoned Pasargadae and made his capital 70km NE at Persepolis, 
"the city of the Persians”.

Replica of a Bas-
Relief found in 
Pasargadae, of 
Cyrus.

Tomb of Cyrus; inscription recorded by Plutarch in 
AD 90: O man, whoever you are and wherever you 
come from, for I know that you will come--I am 
Cyrus, son of Cambyses, who founded the Empire 
of the Persians and was king of the East. Do not 
grudge me this spot of earth which covers my body. 
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(1a) Darius the Mede
• So Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two. (Dn 5:31)
• Darius the Mede The name is unknown to history apart from the Book of Daniel.
• What is known about him? 

– Preceded Cyrus II to the throne of Babylon (‘received the kingdom’ = succeeded to the throne)
– Son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes (9:1) i.e. ≠ Cyrus the Persian
– Specifically called “Darius the Mede”, to distinguish from Darius I Hystaspes
– Was aged 62 when he was made king
– Had authority to appoint satraps, and appointed Daniel a governor, or ruler, of several of them 
– Threw Daniel into the den of lions (6:6-9), 

• Some scholars have denied the existence of such a ruler, concluding that the writer of the 
Book of Daniel was historically inaccurate since Persian inscriptions show that Cyrus II was 
the successor of Belshazzar.

• Two figures featured in the fall of Babylon (a) Ugbaru, who died 3 weeks later, and (b) 
Gubaru, governor of Babylon and the District beyond the River who took office in Cyrus’ 4th 
year.. Olmstead wrote: In his dealings with the Babylonian subjects, Cyrus was “king of 
Babylon, king of lands”.But it was Gobryas [Gk for Gubaru] the satrap who represented the 
royal authority after the king’s departure … Gobryas ruled almost as an independent 
monarch. (The History of the Persian Empire, Chicago: 1948)

• J. C. Whitcomb (Darius the Mede and the Four World Empires in the Book of Daniel, 
Cardiff, 1935) believed that Gubaru = Darius the Mede. But there is no specific evidence 
he was a Mede, named Darius, or a son of Ahaseurus.

• Dr D.J. Wiseman (IBD) identifies Darius with Cyrus II, as he took the title ‘king of the 
Medes’ though he is nowhere named a son of Ahaseurus or as ‘of the seed of a Mede.’ he 
was in his early 60s when he conquered Babylon. This view requires Dn 6:28 to be 
retranslated in the reign of Darius, even (not and) in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
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(1a) Darius the Mede (Gubaru)
• The Nabonidus Chronicle translated in ANET pp. 305-7 reads: In the month of Tashritu, 

at the time when Cyrus battled the forces of Akkad in Opis on the Tigris river, the citizens 
of Akkad revolted against him, but Nabonidus scattered his opposition with a great 
slaughter. On the 14th day, Sippar was taken without a fight. Nabonidus then fled for his 
life. On the 16th day, Gubaru [1] the leader of Gutium along with the army of Cyrus 
entered Babylon without any opposition. Later they arrested Nabonidus when he 
returned to Babylon. On the 3rd day of the month of Arahshamnu, Cyrus marched into 
Babylon, and they laid down green branches in front of him. The city was no longer at 
war, peace being restored. Cyrus then sent his best wishes to the residents living there. 
His governor, Gubaru, [2] then installed leaders to govern over all Babylon.

• Cyrus appointed Gubaru to be ruler in Babylon after its fall. Gubaru was born in 601; 
makes him 62 when he invaded Babylon. He appointed sub-governors in Babylon (like 
Darius in 6:1).

• It is now accepted that the “Gubaru” in [1] should be translated “Ugbaru” and the 
“Gubaru” in [2] remains. A number of later inscriptions in the reign of Cyrus refer to 
Gubaru, a governor of Babylon. He may be the same person as Gubaru of the 
Nabonidus Chronicle. Whitcomb thinks that he is. If so, then Gubaru was governor for at 
least a few years. 

• Ugbaru is the conqueror of Babylon, and the Gobryas of Xenophon's Cyropaedia; he is 
there identified as an Assyrian, thus not a Mede. Other scholars have termed 
Xenophon's account as merely a romance; for instance, it depicts a battle within the 
walls of Babylon, while the Nabonidus Chronicle says that the city was taken peacefully. 

• While it is true that we still cannot confirm who is this Darius the Mede, we can be 
certain he was a historical person. Dr Wiseman (‘Darius’, IBD) says “the narrative has all 
the appearance of genuine historical writing, and in the absence of many historical 
records of this period there is no reason why the history should not be accepted”. 
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(2) Cambyses II

• Cambyses II succeeded Cyrus. 
• Like his father, he was a capable man and a good general. He 

conquered Egypt in 525, organizing it as a satrapy. 
• In Jerusalem, due to opposition from the Samaritans (Ez 4:1-5) and 

the preoccupation of the returned exiles with their own houses and 
farming their lands (Hg 1:3-11), all work on the Temple ceased, with 
the result that it remained little more than a foundation until the 2nd 
year of Darius (520). 

• Cambyses died near Mt Carmel in 522, possibly by suicide. 
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(3) Darius I
• Darius I (the Great): Son of Hystaspes, a satrap. He spent the first 

3 years of his reign putting down rebellions by satrapies in Media, 
Elam, Babylon, Egypt and even in Persia. 

• He brought the satrap system to a new level of systematized 
administration. Each of his 29 satraps (Median Khshathrapan, 
“Protector of the Realm”) was a Persian or Median aristocrat who 
was the king’s personal representative. He was responsible for 
justice, security and ensuring carefully specified tribute payments. 
The provinces within a satrapy could be variously headed by a 
native dynast, a local or a Persian appointee, or by a city prince or 
priest.

• Set up Shushan as the new capital (built a palace there in 521).
• Created a code of laws like the Code of Hammurabi to be obeyed 

throughout his Empire.
• Continued Cyrus’ policy of restoring the Jews; wanted to win their 

loyalty and was more tolerant of the Jews than earlier Persian 
rulers. God sent Haggai and Zechariah to stir the Jews in Israel. In 
520, they resumed work on the still unfinished Temple in Jerusalem. 

• Ordered the Jerusalem project to continue and even sent a 
generous subsidy to help restore worship in the Temple (Ez 6:1-12). 

• The Temple was completed in 515, in his 6th year.
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(3) Darius I
• Reestablished the Persian Empire from 

Egypt to India, as far E as the Indus 
river.

• An effective organizer and 
administrator, Darius placed strict 
military control on the semi-independent 
governors, developed trade, built a 
network of roads, established a postal 
system, standardized a system of 
coinage, weights, and measures, and 
initiated fabulous building projects at 
Persepolis, Ecbatana, and Babylon.

• (bt R) Cuneiform inscription on jar 
reads: Darius, (great) king, (king of 
kings); in Egyptian hieroglyphic: king of 
the upper and lower Egypt, lord of the 
two lands, Darius, living eternally, year 
36 (BLMJ 1979).

Darius I the Great giving audience. Detail of a relief 
in the Treasury of the Palace at Persepolis (491-
486), Achaemenid period, Persepolis, Iran (SEF/Art 
Resource)

Jar with 
quadrilateral 
inscription of 
Darius I 
(alabaster with 
purple dye 
(murex), Persia, 
Archaemenid 
Period, 486 
(BMLJ)
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Judah in the Persian period (chronology)

I said to the king, "If it please the king, and if your servant has found favour 
before you, send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' tombs, that I may rebuild 
it." Then the king said to me, the queen sitting beside him, "How long will your 
journey be, and when will you return?" So it pleased the king to send me, and I 
gave him a definite time. And I said to the king, "If it please the king, let letters be 
given me for the governors of the provinces beyond the River, that they may 
allow me to pass through until I come to Judah..” (Ne 2:5-7)
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Judah in the Persian Period (Governors, Davidides, and 
High Priests (538-433 BC)) (n)

Joiada I b. c. 470Elioenai b. c. 470Nehemiah (hphh, Ne 5:16, 
12:26)

445-433

Eliashib II b. c. 495 
(father of)

Hattush b. c. 495 (father of)

Johanan I b. c. 520 
(father of)

Shecaniah b. c. 520 (father 
of)

Ahzai (phwי(jar impression ,470-

Eliashib I b. c. 545Yehoezer (phwי jar ,
impression)

490-470?

Joiakim b. c. 545 (brother 
of)

Hananiah b. c. 545

Shelomith (יmh of Elnathan) 
b. c. 540

Elnathan (phwי bulla round ,
seal)

510-490?

Joshua (Jeshua) b. ca. 
570

Zerubbabel b. 558-556 (?)Zerubbabbel (pht yhwdh, 
Hg 1:1, 14)

520-510?

Jehozadak b. before 586 
(father of)

Sheshbazzar b. before 592 
(uncle of)

Sheshbazzar (phh, Ez 5:14, 
“prince”, 1:8)

538

High PriestsDavididesGovernorsDates
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Judah in the Persian Period (Governors of Samaria; 
Governors and High Priests(445-335 BC))

• From Mary Joan Winn Leith, Israel Among the Nations, Oxford History of the Biblical World; created 
from data from F. M. Cross, Jr., Aspects of Samaritan and Jewish History in Late Persian and 
Hellenistic Times, Harvard Theological Review 59 (1966): 201-11.

c. 335, Joiada IIIc. 335, HezekiahSanballat III, governor in time of 
Darius III

c. 335

Hananiah, son of Sanballat IIBy 354

? Johanan IIIJeshua, son of Sanballat II?

Sanballat II, grandson of SanballatEarly 4th c

Before 400, Joiada IIShelemiah, possibly co-governor with 
Delaiah

?

c. 410, Johanan IIc. 408, BagoasDelaiah, son of Sanballat I; acted for 
aged father

c. 410

c. 470, Joiada Ic. 445, NehemiahSanballat I (the Horonite) founder of 
the Sanballat dynasty

c. 445

High Priests of JudahGovernors of JudahGovernors of SamariaDates



Persia and the Return of the Exiles 21

Ez 1 The Second 
Temple

• This temple was started by the decrees of Cyrus and 
Darius, and built by Ezra, Nehemiah, Zerubbabel, 
and expanded later by Herod. 

• Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order 
to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, 
saying:  "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, "The 
LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to 
build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 
Whoever there is among you of all His people, may 
his God be with him! Let him go up to Jerusalem 
which is in Judah and rebuild the house of the LORD, 
the God of Israel; He is the God who is in Jerusalem. 
Every survivor, at whatever place he may live, let the 
men of that place support him with silver and gold, 
with goods and cattle, together with a freewill offering 
for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.'“ (Ezra 
1:1-4)

• This decree is usually dated about 539. The Temple 
was rebuilt under Zerubbabel (Ez 3:1-8; 4:1-14), 
David’s descendent (1 Ch 3:19), and took about 24 
years to finish.  

• It was completed under a revival from the preaching 
of Haggai and Zechariah, and dedicated in 516 (Ez 
6:1-22). 

• The Temple was desecrated in 169 BC by Antiochus 
Epiphanes. 

Depiction of Second Temple <www.pauljab.net/>

Clay cylinder from Babylon 539-530 with cuneiform 
writing declaring that Cyrus arranged the restoration of 
temples throughout Mesp and W Iran , and the return to 
their homelands of people exiled to Babylonia by Bab 
kings. Although the Jews are not mentioned in this 
document, their return to Israel was part of this policy. 
(BM, ANE 90920). 



Persia and the Return of the Exiles 22

Ez 2 List of returning exiles (under Sheshbazzar)
• List of lay Israelites/exiles from Babylon under Sheshbazzar (Ez 2) used to determine lineage (v 54f) to show 

accurately those who could legally minister at the altar and other Temple services.. A century later Nehemiah 
used the list for his regrouped community (Ne 7:5-73). He was moved by God, not by his own prudence (7:6a).  
His variation is shown in brackets ( ). * omitted by Nehemiah. n. = names of persons (n)

98Ater of Hezekiah

42(Beth-) Azmaveth 112Jorah (Hariph)

52(the other) Nebo223 (328)Hashum

56 (total 188 with Bethlehem)Netophah323 (324)Bezai

95Giblar (Gibeon)372Shephatiah

122Michmas454 (655)Adin

123Bethlehem623 (628)Bebai

128Anathoth642 (648)Bani (Binnui)

156Magbish* n. 666 (667)Adonikam

223 (123)Bethel + Ai760Zaccai

320Harim n.775 (652)Arah

345Jericho945 (845)Zatta

621Ramah + Geba1222 (2322)Azgad

725 (721)Lod, Hadid, Ono1254Elam

743Kiriath-arim, Chephirah, Beeroth2056 (2067)Bigval

1254 The other Elam2172Parosh

3630 (3930)Senaah2812 (2818)Pahath-moab (Jeshua + Joab)

NumberClan/family by place (v 20-35)NumberClan/family by name (v 3-19)
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Ez 2 List of returning exiles (under Sheshbazzar)
• List of the leaders (Ez 2:2; Ne 7:7)
• Notes:

(1) grandson of King Jehoaichin. In 1 Ch 3:19 Zerubbabel is the son of Pedaiah, 
younger brother of Shealtiel (Jehoiachin’s eldest son), but in Ez 3:2 etc says he 
is the son of Shealtiel, so it implies a Levirate marriage of Pedaiah to the widow 
of Shealtiel. 

(2) the high priest, grandson of Seraiah the high priest who was put to death by 
Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah (2 Ki 25:18-21)

(Nahamani)Mordecai

BaanahReelaiah (Raamiah)

Rehum (Nehum)Seraiah (Azariah)

Bigyai Nehemiah

Mispar (Mispereth)Jeshua (2)

BilshanZerubbabel (1)
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Ez 2  List of returning exiles (under Sheshbazzar)
• The Temple group. Notes (1) ancestor of the order of Malchijah (1 Ch 9:12; Ne 11:12); (2) 16th order of priests (1 Ch 

24:14) ; (3) head of the family of high priests; + Names of races. Most of the other families may have been 
descendants of the Gibeonites.

Gazzam

HatiphaNekoda

NeziahRezin

TemahKeaiah

SiseraGahar139 (138)Shallum, Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita, Shobai

BarkasGiddelGatekeepers

HarshaHanan

MehidaShamlai (Shalmai)128Asaph

Bazluth (Bazlith)Hagab*Singers

HarhurAkkub*

HakuphaHagabah74Jeshua, Kadmiel, Hodaviah (hodevah)

BakbukLebanah (Lebana)Levites (Ez 2:40-42; Ne 7:43-45))

Nephisim (Nephushesim)Padon

MeunimSiaha (Sia)4289Total

AsnahKeros973 Jedaiah of house of Jeshua (3) 

BesaiTabbaoth1017Harim

PaseahHasupha (+)1052Immer (2)

UzzaZiha (+)1247Pashur (1) 

Temple servants (Nethinim “the given ones” Ez 
2:43-54; Ne 7:46-56) (n1)

NumberThe priests (Ez 2:36-39; Ne 7:39-42) (n2)
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Ez 2 Returning exiles (under Sheshbazzar)

• Solomon’s servants (supplement to the Nethinim): 
– Sotai, Hassophereth (Sophereth), Peruda (Perida), Jaalah (Jaala), 

Darkon, Giddel, Shephatiah, Hattil, Pochereth-hazzebaim, Ami (Amon). 
• Unconfirmed  claims:

– of Israelite birth (Ez 2:59-60) Delaiah, Tobiah, Nekoda  652 (642)
– the priesthood (Ez 2:61-63) Habaiah (Hobaiah), Hakkuz (7th order of 

priests), Barzillai
• Male and female servants (foreigners)  7337
• Male and female singers  200
• Horses (used by royalty and the military; usually a royal monopoly, 

so Cyrus may have donated them for the nobles) 736, 
• Mules (not bred in Israel; imported animals probably used by royalty 

and the wealthy) 245, 
• Camels (used to carry loads up to 180kg) 435, 
• Donkeys (used to carry loads, women or children) 6720
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Ez 2, Ne 7 Ezra and Nehemiah (comparison of lists)

• Differences are attributed to mere clerical errors and attempts to 
reconcile them in other ways cannot be justified (K&D)

1 Esdras 5:7-45 
(comparison only)

Ne 7:6-73Ezra 2:3-63Book

 652 642 652Those who could not 
prove Israelite origin

 372 392 392Nethinim and 
servants of Solomon

 341 360 341Levites

2, 3884, 2894, 289Priests

26, 39025,40624,144Men of Israel

30, 14331, 08929, 818TOTAL
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Ez 2, Ne 7 Ezra and Nehemiah (comparison of freewill 
offerings)

• Daric or Drachma Heb. darkemon Ez 2:69; Ne 7:70 may designate the 
Persian gold  daric. The daric and drachma are thought to be identical to 
each other. Darics were named after Darius I who authorized them, and 
were the most important large denomination of money in ANE. Each was 
Ø1.9cm of 28g (1 oz) of 98% pure gold. The Persian silver drachma (from 
the Gk for “handful”) were the most common form of money. 

• Mina was a fixed weight, probably Gk, used as a money of account, of 
which 60 went to the talent. As a currency, it was worth 100 drachmae; as a 
weight, 1 mina = 60 sh in Sumeria (1 sh weighed between 9-17g, depending 
on the place and time; common weights are 11, 14 and 17 g). 

Ne 7:70-72Ezra 2:68fOffering

597 (97?)100Garments

     50-Vessels

4,200 (4,700?)5,000Silver minas

41,00061,000Gold drachmas
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Ez 6:15 Completion of the 
Second Temple

• "May the God who has caused His name to dwell there overthrow any 
king or people who attempts to change it, so as to destroy this house of 
God in Jerusalem. I, Darius, have issued this decree, let it be carried 
out with all diligence!“ (Ez 6:12)

• This temple was completed on the third day of the month Adar; it was 
the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. (6:15)

• The Jews finished the Temple on 3rd Adar in the 6th year of Darius (12 
Mar 515), and celebrated a festival of dedication (v 16-18) and on the 
14th of the following month (21 Apr 515) held a Passover feast. 

Completed Temple (516/515) 
<www.geocities.com/stlaasr/article-10-2001.html>
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Ez 8 Returning exiles (under Ezra)

70Uthai, Zaccur from Bigval

60Eliphelet, Jeuel, Sheaiah from 
Adonikam

220Nethinim (v 20)
110Johanan from Azgod

28Zechariah from Bebai20Hashabiah + Jeshaiah from 
Merari

160Shelomith from Bani20Sherebiah from Mahli

218Obadiah from JoabLevites (from Casiphia v 18-
19)

80Zebadiah from Shephatiah
70Jeshaiah from ElamHattush
50Ebed from AdinDescendant of David (v 2b)
300Shecaniah from Zattu
200Eliehoenai from Pahath-moabDaniel
150Zechariah from ParoshGershom
No. (males)Clans and their leaders (v 3-14)No. Priests (v 2a)
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Ez 8 Returning exiles (comparison of the 1st and 
2nd waves) (n)

The  decree of Artaxerxes (7:1, 11-20)
The leader, Ezra the scribe (7:1-10)
Names and number of company (8:1-
20)
Sacred vessels and gifts (7:15-22, 
8:24-35)
The coming to Jerusalem (8:32)
Intercessory prayer of Ezra (9:1-15)

Main outcome --- People re-separated 
(10:1-44)

The decree of Cyrus (1:1-4)
The leader, Zerubbabel (1:8, 2:2)
Names and number of remnant (2:3-
65)
Sacred vessels and gifts (1:6-11, 2:68-
70)
The coming to Jerusalem (3:1)
Prophet ministry: Haggai, Zechariah 
(5:1-6:14)
Main outcome – Temple rebuilt (6:15-
22)

The return under Ezra (Ez 7-10)The return under 
Sheshbazzar/Zerubbabel (Ez 1-6)
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(4) Xerxes I 
(Ahaseurus) 

• Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, the 
Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia 
over 127 provinces (Es 1:1)

• Now in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning 
of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the 
inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. (Ez 4:6)

• Xerxes I (Persian Khshayarshu, Gk Xerxes, 
Heb/Aram. Ahasuerus) Scholars generally agree 
that Ahasuerus is the husband of Esther (he is 
only mentioned in passing in Ez 4:6). 

• Succeeded his father, Darius Hystaspis.
• Remembered in secular history for his 

spectacular but fruitless  expedition against 
Greece in 480 at Thermopylae and Salamis.

• At the beginning of his reign, the enemies of the 
Jews in Jerusalem wrote an accusation against 
them to him, to oppose the building of the city 
walls (not of the Temple). 

Xerxes is portrayed with his father 
Darius on reliefs at Persepolis, where 
Darius sits on his throne in his robe of 
state and behind him stands the crown 
prince. 
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(3) Xerxes I (Ahaseurus)
• The picture of Ahasuerus presented in the Book of Esther - the 

vastness of his empire (1:1), his riches (1:4), his sensuality and feasting 
(1:13-22), and his cruelty and lack of foresight (1:13-22) - is consistent 
with the description of Xerxes provided by Herodotus. 

• The 3rd year of Ahasuerus’ reign in which he held a great feast and 
assembly at Susa the palace (Es 1:1-22), was the year when Xerxes I 
conducted his Grecian campaign. 

• Much archaeological evidence of this Jewish influence has been found 
throughout the territory of the Persian Empire. 

• "Hundreds of clay tablets have been found dating back to the beginning 
of the Persian period which deal with a prosperous Jewish enterprise, 
Murashu and Sons. When Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem in 
587, he deported some of the noble families to Babylon, and the 
Murashu family was among them. The family of exiles prospered in the 
city of Nippur and reached its maximum influence and wealth under the 
Persian rule of Artaxerxes I (564-424) and Darius II (423-405). Many of 
the documents of the firm are written in both cuneiform and Aramaic 
characters so they can be more easily understood by a wider audience. 
Most deal with contracts, payments or rentals" (Georges Conteau, 
Assyriologist, Daily Life in Babylon and Assyria, 1958, p. 95).

• "The author employs the customary formula for the beginning of an 
historical account…(and) his references to Persian customs show 
considerable accurate knowledge…More recently cuneiform evidence 
has been found to show that there was a Persian official named 
Marduka (Mordecai) in Susa (Shushan) at the end of the reign of Darius 
I or the beginning of the reign of Xerxes" ("Esther, Book of”,IDB,1962, 
2:151).

The sun-god Shamash-mukin-
ahi at a banquet. Bronze 
vessel from Luristan, Persia. 
(LV/Lessing)  
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(3) Xerxes I (Ahaseurus)
• After his failed attempt on the Gk states, which modern historians 

consider the beginning of Achaemenian decline, Xerxes retired to 
Susa and Persepolis. He then furthered depleted his once-
enormous resources from multiple taxation, by launching a vast 
construction program. 

• At the capital Persepolis, Darius' architects had been building a 
gigantic terrace of the Apadana, the Tripylon, a palace, and a 
treasury. When Xerxes became king, he had laid the enameled-
brick facing on the exterior of the Apadana and finished his father's 
palace. 

• Then he erected other monuments: (a) his own palace, SE of 
Darius' and similar to it in plan; (b) a building called the Harem, a 
line of small, identical rooms that may have been his treasury; (c) 
the Hall of a Hundred Columns, or Throne Room, but only finished 
its paving and the base of its walls (the walls themselves and the 
decoration of this gigantic hypostyle hall were the work of Artaxerxes 
I). 

• Little is known about his last years. In his 7th year, Xerxes returned 
defeated from Greece and consoled himself in the pleasures of his 
palace. Then he sought beautiful young virgins and replaced Vashti 
by marrying Esther. 

• He withdrew into himself and allowed himself to be drawn into 
harem intrigues in which he was, in fact, only a pawn: thus, he 
disposed of his brother's entire family at the demand of the queen. 
But in 465 he himself fell, together with his eldest son, under the 
blows of murderous members of his court, among them his minister 
Artabanus. Another son, Artaxerxes I, succeeded in retaining power. 
(EBr)

Xerxes relief at his palace in 
Persepolis
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(3) Xerxes I (inscriptions)
• In the Dsf text, Darius I father if Xerxes I 

describes how he built the palace at 
Susa (n).

• (R) XSd is the name of an inscription on 
column bases in the great gate of Susa, 
which reads: King Xerxes says: By the 
grace of Ahuramazda, king Darius, my 
father, built this portico. 

• The text on these square column bases 
is in Old Persian (seen in the photo), 
Elamite and Babylonian (out of view). 

• Another inscription XSb on column 
bases in the ruins reads: I am Xerxes, 
the great king, king of kings, king of all 
countries, king of the world, the son of 
king Darius, the Achaemenid. 

XSd inscription, (Livius/Marco 
Prins and Jona Lendering) 
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Esther

• (tp R) The king loved Esther more than all 
the women, and she found favor and 
kindness with him more than all the virgins, 
so that he set the royal crown on her head 
and made her queen instead of Vashti. (Es 
2:17) (n)

• (bt R) After these events King Ahasuerus 
promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha 
the Agagite, and advanced him and 
established his authority over all the princes 
who were with him. All the king's servants 
who were at the king's gate bowed down and 
paid homage to Haman; for so the king had 
commanded concerning him. But Mordecai 
neither bowed down nor paid homage. (3:1-
2)
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Esther (Persian terms)
• The Book of Esther contains a number of Old Persian terms that are not in 

use today e.g.:
– Parthemim Hed. For aristocrats (fratama in Old Persian)
– Achashdarpan for satrap or Provincial governor
– biÆaμn (W Semitic word) for garden house or pavilion

• There were hangings of fine white and violet linen held by cords of fine 
purple linen on silver rings and marble columns, and couches of gold and 
silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and 
precious stones. (Es 1:6) NAS translates Heb. bahat (as distinct from shesh, 
“marble”) as prophyry. It is not known what this Hebrew word meant in 
antiquity, but today it is used for alabaster (a crystalline calcium carbonate 
or calcite). High grade alabaster is white, with delicate reddish-yellow 
veining. 

• The seven princes (Es 1:14, Ez 7:14) or aristocrats were the king’s closest 
advisers, and formed a council according to Greek sources. 

• The royal edicts were sent in the languages of the people. Payri and 
inscriptions written in Persian, Akkadian, Lydian, Lycian Greek and 
especially Aramaic included official material of the royal authorities.

• Esther has no explicit reference to God, but it certainly proclaims faith in 
God’s  protection of His people (ASOT). 
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Es 1 Achaemenid satrapies
• Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to 

Ethiopia over 127 provinces (Es 1:1)
• Satraps (Persian khšaçapavan): the governors of the satrapies. Darius I divided his 

realm into 20 satrapies. 
• Es 8:9 lists ‘achashdarpan (a Persian derivation), satrap or governor of a main province, 

pechah, a prefect of a city or small district, and sar, ruler or chief (n).
• The title satrap preceded the Persians; Medes used khšaçapavan (“protector of the 

realm”) to describe the vassal kings of their empire (n). The satraps were drawn from 
the highest ranks of the Persian nobility, many from the so-called Seven Families, which 
included Darius’ own clan as well as the kin of the six men who had helped him 
establish himself on the throne. They thereby secured a hereditary right to a place in the 
highest echelons of the Achaemenid court. The king in turn sent out inspectors with the 
title “the King’s Eyes and Ears" to determine if the satraps were governing their 
territories conscientiously. 

• Several catalogues of the Achaemenid satrapies exist. The best known are Darius’ 
famous Behistun inscription, the tribute list that Herodotus included in his Histories. 
Other catalogues are the inscription on Darius' tomb at Naqš-i Rustam and the Daiva 
inscription of Xerxes. 

• The Daiva inscription, known as XPh, lists the following satrapies (which Esther says 
were subdivided into 127 administrative provinces): 

– Elam, Babylon, Assyria, Media, Sacae with pointed caps, Yauna by the sea, Yauna across the 
sea, Caria Sardes, Cappadocia, Armenia, Egypt, Libya, India, Gandara, Sattagydia, men of 
Akaufaciya?, Maka, Drangiana, Arachosia, Bactria, Amyrgian Sacae, The Dahae, Parthia, Aria, 
Chorasmia, Sogdia, Nubia, Arabia, Thrace. 
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Es 1 Achaemenid satrapies (map)
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Es 1 Achaemenid satrapies (Daiva inscription)
• One of the most important 

Achaemenid Royal Inscriptions is the 
Daiva inscription. The Old Persian 
text (n) is known from 3 slabs of 
stone from Persepolis and 
Pasargadae (Elamite and Bab copies 
exist.) 

• This stone tablet inscribed with Bab 
cuneiform characters lists the nations 
under Persian rule shortly after the 
uprisings that occurred when Xerxes 
came to the throne.

• Although the tablet was intended as 
a foundation deposit to be placed 
beneath a corner of one of Xerxes' 
buildings, it apparently was never 
used. It was found, along with other 
tablets bearing the same text in Old 
Persian and Elamite, employed as 
the facing of a mud brick bench in the 
garrison quarters at Persepolis.

Daiva inscription, Loc: Persepolis, Garrison 
quarters, dated reign of Xerxes, ca. 485-465. 
Grey limestone, H: 51.3cm, W: 53.7cm, 
Excavated by OI, 1935 OIM A24120
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Es 1 Achaemenid capitals
• The Achaemenids had a number of capitals:
• Pasargade (nr mod, Murghab): where Cyrus I built a town, palace 

and tomb
• Babylon: (Ez 6:1, 8:1 etc and implied in Dn 6:28 until he was moved 

to Susa 8:2) the real capital after the fall of Babylonia, used as a 
winter capital. 

• Susa (Elam): (Ne 1:1, etc) Darius I and Artaxerxes II built great 
palaces here; the political, diplomatic and administrative capital 
used also in winter. It formed the centre of communications for the 
whole empire, both by roads and by the rivers Ulai and the Tigris. 

• Persepolis: Darius I built a new capital of unprecedented splendour 
here. It became his “home” residence in his native province. Other 
kings, notably Xerxes I, embellished and augmented the buildings.

• Ecbatana (Ahmetha): (Ez 6:2) summer capital (also to include the 
Medians), since it was 1800m asl; both Darius and Xerxes built 
royal residences S of the city, by Mt Elvend. 
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Es 1 Susa
• in those days as King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne 

which was at the citadel in Susa (Es 1:2)
• Susa (mod. Shush) Winter residence of Persian kings. 

The Heb birah, “castle, palace” usually refers to a fortified 
structure within a city, but here it is in apposition to the 
city name Susa and therefore has a broader reference to 
the entire city (NAS citadel) (n)

• Here Daniel had a vision (Dn 8:2) under Belshazzar and 
Nehemiah appeared before Artaxerxes (Ne 1:1; 2:1). 

• Ashurbanipal, i.e. Osnappar (Ez 4:9-10) transported 
Susa colonists to Samaria. 

• Most splendid monument of Persian Susa is the royal 
palace, begun by Darius I and enlarged and adorned by 
later kings (cf. R. de Mecquenem, A Survey of Persian 
Art, Art. 1, pp. 321-26). Clay tablets called the 
Foundation Charter of Susa, itemize the riches that went 
into the structure: cedar wood from Lebanon, other 
timber from Carmania, or Kerman in S Persia, and from 
Gandhara in Afghanistan, silver from Egypt, gold from 
Bactria and Sardis in Lydia, and ivory from Sind in India, 
Egypt and Ethiopia.

• The outline of this palace can still be traced by some 
rows of bricks and remains of the pavements. Panels of 
artistically coloured glazed bricks constituted the most 
remarkable feature in the palace decorations. Many of 
the designs were executed in relief and show winged 
bulls and griffins and include the famous "spearmen of 
the guard."

Plan of the palace at Susa where 
Nehemiah worked 



Persia and the Return of the Exiles 42

Es 1 Susa
• The full extent of Susa is estimated to have been 720-

930ha, compared with its ancient extent estimated as 
between 12-15,000 ha. This was small compared with 
Nineveh and Babylon. The ruins of the Persian palace 
cover about 120ha on 3 platforms. It was fortified by a 
strong wall and a moat filled with waters from the Ulai.

• The ruins are divided into 4 tracts: 
– The Citadel-mound (W), of the Achaemenian 

period (5th c), ca 449x250m, dominating the plain 
(H: ca 38m). The Acropolis was built at the end of 
19th c AD to protect French archaeologists (n). 
Very little remains of the Achaemenian citadel on 
which the Acropolis stands. 

– The Royal City is the largest mound, loc E of the 
Citadel, comprising (a) the Apadana (NE), on a 
platform across a ravine to the N and (b) a long 
terrace, nearly triangular tract (> 50ha) extending 
to E and S with the remains of the palace of 
Darius and his successors and the harem. 

– The Artisans’ Town dates from the Parthian and 
Seleucid eras. Occupied by artisans, merchants, 
etc. The ruins of a donjon on a steep hilltop in the 
SE date back to the earliest period 

– The district on the R bank, similarly inhabited, that 
extended into all the lower plain, between the 
Shaour and the Karkha. Besides these, there 
were many isolated ruins, and the suburbs 
contained a number of villages and separate 
constructions.
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Es 1 Susa

Susa, View Looking Approximately N, From an altitude of 534m on Oct 23, 1935. King Artaxerxes II Mnemon (404-358) built a second 
audience hall on the opposite bank of the river, which is visible L of the picture. The conical structure in front is more recent. Here, Muslims 
venerate the “Tomb of the prophet Daniel” (centre L on a Branch of the Saimarrah River)

Tomb of 
Daniel

http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/MUS/PA/IRAN/PAAI/IMAGES/ASF/10G11_4.html
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Es 1 Susa (history)
• Susa (mod. Shush; biblical Shushan, Šušim)  favourite residence of Darius I; loc 

1.2km NNW of mod. Ahwaz in the Khuzestan Province, Iran. Situated on a strip of 
land between the Choaspes (mod. Ab-i Kerkhah, Karkheh) and the Eulæus (mod. 
Dez, the "Ulai" of Dn 8:2), 24km SEW of Dizful. Lies about 240km N of the Persian 
Gulf. 

• The city was a very ancient one, and is mentioned under the name of Sis or Sisa in 
Bab inscriptions as early as 2400. The Assy king Aššurbanipal destroyed the Elamite 
capital between 645-640. It is unclear what happened in the next century. 

• Cyrus the Great captured it and made it the seat of the Persian government. The city 
was rebuilt by Darius (522-486). The Apadana palace was clearly his favourite 
residence. Hero. who wrote a lot about the Achaemenid empire did not know of 
another capital. 

• Most important administrative centre; the Persian court probably spent at least part of 
each year there (cf Ne 1:1; Es 2:8; 3:15)

• Alexander the Great captured it in 331. The rise of Babylon under Alexander and his 
successors reduced the importance of Susa. It was razed after a revolt, but was 
rebuilt by Sapor II (309-379 AD) under the name of Iranshahr Shapur; and it was still 
able to offer a stubborn resistance to the Arab invasion in 645. 

• Shushan’s circumference at its prime seems to have been ≈ 9.6-11km, and on the R 
bank of the Ulai stood a temple or observatory, whose remains are now called Tell-i 
Sulaiman ("Hill of Solomon"), and other structures. 
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Es 1 Susa (importance)

• First excavated by English archaeologist W K Loftus in 1852 and 
subsequently by French archaeologists Dieulafoy, de Morgan, de 
Macquenem, Ghirshman and Perrot. Loftus described the city in the 
days of the Achaemenians:

• “It is difficult to conceive a more imposing site than Susa, as it stood in 
the days of its Kayanian splendour – its great citadel and columnar 
edifices, raising their stately heads above the groves of date, konar 
and lemon trees – and backed by rich pastures and golden seas pf 
corn and the distant snow-clad mountains. Neither Babylon nor 
Persepolis could compare with Susa in position – watered by her 
noble rivers producing crops without irrigation, clothed with grass in 
spring, and within a moderate journey of delightful summer clime. “

• It was a more convenient administrative centre for the new and rapidly 
growing Empire than was Pasargadae. It became the winter capital of 
the Achaemenians. Darius I undertook much building at the site. 
Amongst his most impressive projects was the Apadana or audience 
hall and an adjoining palace. Artaxerxes Mnemon also built his palace 
here. 
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Es 1 Susa (map)

• "By the grace of Ahura Mazda, I constructed a magnificent palace in 
Susa." So spoke Darius the Great in 521 after he built the Apadana 
Palace, his administrative capital at Susa. 

Map, revised: April 17, 
2000, OI

http://oi.uchicago.edu/OI/INFO/MAP/SITE/Iran_Site_300dpi.gif
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Es 2 Susa (king’s 
gate)

• (tp R) The palace was built atop a foundation 
platform measuring 250x150m which contained a 
central court 35x36m. 

• Paved with brick rubble set in lime and polished with 
red ochre; ringed by a high wall flanked with 
projecting towers. A moat helped make the site 
almost impregnable. 

• When the virgins were gathered together the second 
time, then Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate…
All the king's servants who were at the king's gate 
bowed down and paid homage to Haman; for so the 
king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai 
neither bowed down nor paid homage. (Es 2:19, 
3:2)

• (bt R) On top of the terrace, to the E of the palace, 
was a large gate, which must have resembled the 
Gate of all nations at Persepolis. Only the 
foundations were discovered. This gate is 
mentioned in Esther. 

• The king’s gate was not just an architectural feature; 
it was the centre of auxiliary buildings belonging to 
the palace and included all the offices of 
management, both of the palace administration and 
supplies. “To sit” here means to be stationed, to 
have an office at a particular place.

Like the Achaemenid palaces of Persepolis, Ecbatana, and 
Dascylium, the palace of Susa was built on an impressive 
terrace.This picture shows the remains, seen from the S. 
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Es 2 Susa (king’s gate)

• (tp) This picture shows the same gate, seen from the W. 
In front is the place where the statue of Darius (L) was 
found. 

This statue of Darius I the Great was carved in Egypt but later erected 
near the E gate of the Apadana palace in Susa for reasons not entirely 
clear, but a probable explanation is that this happened after 486, when 
the Egyptians revolted against Darius' successor Xerxes. He 
reconquered the country and it is possible that he carried off the statue 
of his father from Heliopolis to Susa. 
Excavated in 1972; today, the monument is in the National 
Archaeological Museum of Tehran. The statue is the only free-standing 
sculpture from ancient Persia.

http://www.livius.org/a/1/iran/darius_egypt.JPG
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Es 4 Persian court protocol

• "All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know 
that for any man or woman who comes to the king to the inner court 
who is not summoned, he has but one law, that he be put to death, 
unless the king holds out to him the golden scepter so that he may 
live. And I have not been summoned to come to the king for these 
thirty days." (4:11)

• During Xerxes’ reign, the king was cut off by ceremony and custom 
from the everyday world. Only the highest officials could approach 
him uninvited, and even they had to bow low and put their hands 
over their mouths. 

• Visitors were expected to prostate themselves; servants attending 
the king had their faces muffled lest their breath touch his face. 

• Any one caught in the royal presence unsummoned faced death. 
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Es 5 Susa (Apadana Palace)

• Now it came about on 
the third day that 
Esther put on her royal 
robes and stood in the 
inner court of the king's 
palace in front of the 
king's rooms, and the 
king was sitting on his 
royal throne in the 
throne room, opposite 
the entrance to the 
palace. (Es 5:1)
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Es 5 Susa (Apadana 
Palace)

• Archaeologists have been able to 
identify several ruins with buildings 
mentioned by Esther. 

• The Apadana palace had 3 
courtyards, 2 entrance gates and an 
apadana (Hall of Audience, or 
Throne Room), the roof of which 
was supported by 36 columns inside 
and 36 columns outside.  

• Unfortunately, a big fire during the 
reign of Artaxerxes I Makrocheir 
destroyed much of the buildings 
from this age. 

• The city was rebuilt, however, and 
continued to be in use for centuries, 
although at some stage, the people 
settled closer to the river. 

• The Apadana Palace at Susa once 
rivalled Persepolis in its splendour 
but was destroyed by the Sassanian 
king Shahpur II. Little remains today 
to reflect its glorious past. 

The Apadana (Throne Hall) of Susa (www.livius.org/ 
Marco Prins)
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Es 5 Susa (Apadana Palace)

• From the second and third courts, it was 
possible to reach the Apadana or audience hall. 
Here, the great king received his visitors. 

• There were 36 large columns and the hall 
measured 109 x 109m. An inscription, D2Sa, 
records reconstruction works from the age of 
Artaxerxes I Makrocheir and Darius II Nothus. 

One of the column bases of the Apadana
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Es 5 Susa (panel of archers)

Procession of life-sized archers. Glazed bricks 
from the palace of Darius I, Susa, Iran (515 
BC).(LV/Lessing)  (n) 

For comparison with R, stone relief from the 
Apadana at Persepolis (6-5th c BC)
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Es 5 Susa (lions and bull capital)

(R) Lion, coloured 
glazed tiles from 
the palace in 
Susa. 6-4th c BC. 
(LV/Lessing)

(R) Winged lion with 
ram's head and griffin's 
hind legs. Enamelled 
tile frieze from the 
Palace of Darius the 
Great (522-486), Susa, 
500 BC.
(LV/Lessing)

Capital with two bull heads, one 
of 36 pillars from the interior of 
the Artaxerxes Palace, Susa, 
Iran c. 450 BC (LV/Réunion des 
Musées Nationaux/Herve 
Lewandowski and Franck Raux)
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Es 5 Feasts

• As they drank their wine at the banquet, the king said to Esther, 
"What is your petition, for it shall be granted to you. And what is your 
request? Even to half of the kingdom it shall be done." (5:6)

• And the king said to Esther on the second day also as they drank 
their wine at the banquet, "What is your petition, Queen Esther? It 
shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to half of the 
kingdom it shall be done." (7:2)

• Drinks were served in golden vessels of various kinds, and the royal 
wine was plentiful according to the king's bounty. (1:7)
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Es 5 Feasts (drinking vessels)

Gold jug, Achaemenid Persian, 5th-4th c, from the region of Takht-i Kuwad, 
Tadjikistan. This fine gold jug with a lion-headed handle is part of the Oxus treasure, 
the most important collection of silver and gold to have survived from the 
Achaemenid period. The treasure, probably from a temple on the banks of the Oxus 
River, mainly dates from the 5th and 4th c. 
Some of the objects in the treasure were votive deposits while other objects in 
precious metals, such as this jug, were dedicated to the temple. Another possibility 
is that the Oxus treasure should be viewed as a hoard of currency. There was a 
long tradition in ANE of using precious metal, gold and particularly silver, for 
purposes of exchange. Goods - even when finely wrought - were valued according 
to the weight of metal. Metal continued to be used for currency even after the 
introduction of coinage. (BM)

Fit for a king, and a queen. A fierce lion, fashioned by 
a Persian artisan, adorns this golden rhyton, or ritual 
drinking vessel. Esther records various banquets and 
feasts, so it is likely that Ahasuerus and Esther sipped 
from an elaborate cup such as this. 
(MMA/Fletcher Fund)

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXSR_=kz4&_IXSS_=_IXFPFX_%3dgraphical%252ffull%252f%26_IXNOMATCHES_%3dgraphical%252fno_matches%252ehtml%26%2524%2b%2528with%2bv2_searchable_index%2529%2bsort%3d%252e%26_IXDB_%3dcompass%26%257bUPPER%257d%253av2_free_text_tindex%3doxus%26_IXspage%3dsearch%26_IXSESSION_%3doSYFcstPtpE%26_IXsearchterm%3doxus&_IXFIRST_=8&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/lg&_IXimg=ps272290.jpg&submit-button=summary
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Es 6 Persian laws and royal records
• During that night the king could not sleep so he gave an order to 

bring the book of records, the chronicles, and they were read before 
the king. (Es 6:1)

• Both kings and satraps relied on the services of a corps of scribes 
whose job it was to keep the imperial records. The nobility was 
educated, according to a traditional formula, “to ride a horse, to 
draw a bow, and to speak the truth.”  

• When a monarch needed to consult the annals, he needed help. On 
the cliff face at Behistun, Darius proclaims that the text “was 
inscribed and was read before me.”

• The king replied, "The statement is true, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked." (Dn 6:12)

• Achaemenid rulers in general expected laws to be enforced rigidly 
and impartially, whether they were their own Persian laws or local 
statutes, which for the most part were allowed to remain in place. 
Daniel was forced into a den of lions for infringing one of the 
statutes despite the fact that he was a favoured servant of the king. 
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Es 8 Royal communications
• A copy of the edict to be issued as law in each and every province was 

published to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready for this 
day to avenge themselves on their enemies. The couriers, hastened 
and impelled by the king's command, went out, riding on the royal 
steeds; and the decree was given out at the citadel in Susa. (8:13-14)

• To ensure the efficient flow of information between the king, the 
provincial governors, and the powerful functionaries known as the 
King’s Eyes and Ears, Cyrus devised a sophisticated communications 
network. Xeno. reports: “Cyrus first ascertained how far a horse could 
travel in one day without being overridden, and then he had a series of 
posting stations built, one day’s ride apart. He set up relays of horses, 
grooms to take care of them, and a proper man in charge of each 
station to receive dispatches and hand them on, take over the jaded 
horses and men, and furnish fresh ones.” When the message was 
urgent, the relay did not stop at night.

• Darius constructed many roads to serve Susa: (i) the great Royal 
Road going W via the Tigris below Arbela and Harran to Sardis and 
Ephesus in Asia Minor; (ii) the N road through Lurestan to Hamadan; 
and (iii) the E road to Persepolis and Pasargadae.
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Es 9 Purim

• In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King 
Ahasuerus, Pur, that is the lot, was cast before Haman from day to day and from 
month to month, until the twelfth month, that is the month Adar. (3:7)

• Therefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur. And because of 
the instructions in this letter, both what they had seen in this regard and what 
had happened to them, the Jews established and made a custom for themselves 
and for their descendants and for all those who allied themselves with them, so 
that they would not fail to celebrate these two days according to their regulation 
and according to their appointed time annually. (9:26-27)

• With a cast of the lot, a date for the murder of the Jews in the Persian empire 
was chosen and their fate apparently sealed. Numerous devices were used in 
the ANE to help determine a course of action. 

• Purim is today commemorated in the month of Adar (Feb/Mar), as a boisterous 
celebration full of merriment and high spirits. 

The 2.5cm cube shown here is a replica of a 9th c Assy clay 
lot known as a pur. Because the date chosen by Haman 
and his cronies for the annihilation of the Jews became a 
day of Jewish triumph instead, the holiday commemorating 
the event was named Purim. (Jack Silver)
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(5) Artaxerxes I
• Artaxerxes I Longimanus  (“possessor of an 

exalted kingdom” “long-handed”) Ezra and 
Nehemiah (his cupbearer) were his officials 
(Ez 7:1,7).

• Temporarily halted the rebuilding programme 
at Jerusalem that Cyrus had encouraged (4:7-
23), but later allowed it to continue (6:14). 

• In the 7th year of his reign (about 458), he 
authorized the mission of Ezra to lead a large 
number of Israelites back from the captivity to 
Jerusalem (Ez 7).

• In his 20th year (about 445), he allowed 
Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem and to begin 
rebuilding the walls (Ne 2:1-10; 13:6) 
(Nelson’s).

Persian dignitary dressed in 
Persian trousers and Kyrbasia 
cap (dress of a Traveller). Silver 
statuette from the court of 
Artaxerxes I (SMB-V//Lessing). 
H:11.9cm, mid 5th c. wherever 
they were posted, imperial 
officers were themselves 
expected to maintain native 
Persian religious and cultural 
practices.  
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(4) Artaxerxes I (Ezra)
• Politically Judah was a part of the satrapy of Abarnahara, which included land 

SW of the Euphrates to the border of Egypt, principally Syria and Israel. In this 
larger unit Judah constituted one province over which a governor, tirshatha 
(“he who is to be feared”; Ez 2:63; Ne 8:9, 10:1) normally ruled. 

• It may be at times Judah did not have its own governor and was ruled directly 
by the district satrap. However, the satrap could intervene at any time, as 
Tattenai did in connection with the renewal of temple construction earlier in 
520. 

• Ezra obtained notable privileges from Artaxerxes:
– Authority to take as many Jews as wanted the opportunity;
– To receive gold and silver for the Temple from his countrymen, the king himself and 

his court counselors;
– To draw upon the royal treasury of Abarnahara for needs that might arise;
– To purchase animals for sacrifice at the Temple;
– To exempt Temple personnel from Persian taxation;
– To appoint civil magistrates in Judah to enforce the laws of Yahweh, with power of 

life and death over the guilty. 
• Thus Ezra’s task was not to build the country materially, but to build the people 

socially and spiritually. 
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Judah and Jerusalem at the Time of the Exiles’ Return

• Abarnahara (Heb. Eber ha Nahar; Ebir Nari) was the 
Persian satrapy meaning “Beyond the River” (later called 
Aramean Kol Syria, Roman Coele Syria). Herodotus 
describes it as extending from the border of Cicilia and 
Syria at Poseidium in the N to Lake Sirbonis in the S and 
included 4 groups of people – Phoenicians, “Syrians 
known as Palestinians” as far as Cadytis (Gaza), Arabs 
and More of the Syrians. No Israelites are mentioned 
(Palestinians = Philistines) but are likely to have been 
included under the group “Syrians”. 

Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s time
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Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s Time
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Jerusalem in Nehemiah's Time
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Ne 2:1 Cupbearer
• And it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of King 

Artaxerxes, that wine was before him, and I took up the wine and gave it to 
the king. (Ne 2:1)

• While the title of cupbearer does not sound important today, it was one of 
the highest government posts of that time. 

• "(The cupbearer was) an officer of high rank at ancient oriental courts, 
whose duty it was to serve the wine at the king's table. On account of the 
constant fear of plots and intrigues, a person must be regarded as 
thoroughly trustworthy to hold this position . . . His confidential relations with 
the king often endeared him to his sovereign and also gave him a position of 
great influence" (ISBE, 1979, 1:837, "Cupbearer").

• Archaeologists have discovered a list of salaries paid to the highest Assy 
officials. This record reflects the general values of similar posts in the 
Persian administration. After the commanding general, the prime minister 
and the palace authority came the cupbearer, who earned the fourth-largest 
salary in the kingdom.

• Nehemiah had enough wealth accumulated when he arrived as Jerusalem's 
new governor that he had no need to tax the suffering populace. Indeed he 
apparently took it on himself to personally provide for a large number of his 
countrymen (Ne 5:17-18).
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Ne 2:10 Sanballat
• Sanballat called "Sanballat the Horonite" (Ne 

2:10,19; 13:28). This does not mean that he 
was from Horonaim in Moab but more likely 
that he was a resident of Beth-horon in 
Samaria. 

• He had apparently some civil or military 
command in Samaria, in the service of 
Artaxerxes (4:1-2).

• He opposed every measure for the welfare of 
Jerusalem and was a constant adversary to the 
Tirshatha, the official title of the Persian 
governor of Judah, borne by Nehemiah when 
he arrived (8:9; 10:1). His companions in this 
hostility were Tobiah the Ammonite and 
Geshem the Arab (2:19; 4:7), 445. 

• He allied with the high priest's family by 
marrying his daughter with one of the 
grandsons of Eliashib (13:28), which, by the 
similar connection formed by Tobiah the 
Ammonite (13:4), appears to have been part of 
a settled policy concerted between Eliashib 
and the Samaritan faction. 

• A letter preserved in history, which dates back 
to about 407, actually makes mention of 
Sanballat  (2:10 etc).

• It was found in Elephantine and was written by 
the priests living there requesting authorization 
to rebuild a Jewish temple in the city. It 
describes how the Jewish temple in the city 
had been maliciously destroyed by the priests 
of a Pagan Egyptian god.

• The petition was to Bagoas, Governor of 
Judaea (n).

Elephantine Papyrus, 
Petition to Bagoas
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Ne 2:19 Geshem the Arabian
• “In it was written, ‘It is reported among the nations, and Gashmu says, that you and the 

Jews are planning to rebel; therefore you are rebuilding the wall.’” (Ne 6:6)
• Geshem the Arabian Among the three opponents of Nehemiah when he repaired the 

walls of Jerusalem in 445, the least-known hitherto was Geshem or Gashmu the Arabian 
(Ne 2:19; 6:1, 2, 6). Yet among the rumours said to be circulating about Nehemiah’s 
activities in 6:6, the word of Gashmu is mentioned separately as if it were specially 
important. 

• A recent discovery has revealed Geshem’s real identity, and thus also his importance. 
Among silver bowls found in the ruins of a pagan shrine in the Egyptian NE delta was 
one dedicated by Qaynu ‘son of Geshem, king of Qedar’. Qedar is in NW Arabia, where 
a graffito naming Jasm (=Gashmu) is also known, and so Geshem was in fact the 
paramount Arab chief in control of the land-routes from W Asia into Egypt. 

• Like most of the tribes on the E frontier of Israel, the Arabians were in the time of the 
captivity and the subsequent period, allied with the Persians, or with any peoples 
threatening the Jewish nation; for the wandering inhabitants of the frontier, doubtless, 
availed themselves largely, in their predatory excursions, of the distracted state of Israel, 
and dreaded the reestablishment of the kingdom. 

• The Persian kings had always maintained good relations with the Arab rulers of this 
region ever since Cambyses had enlisted their aid for his invasion of Egypt in 525, so 
Geshem’s word could well have endangered Nehemiah at the Persian court. Hence its 
separate mention.

• The Arabians, Ammonites, and Ashdodites are recorded as having conspired together to 
come and fight against Jerusalem and to hinder its repairing (4:8). The name is identical 
with Gashmu, being the Hebraized form with the dropping of the nominative ending "u" 
and gashm resolving into geshem (“shower”).
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Ne 3:8 Broad wall

• And next to him Hananiah, one of the perfumers, made repairs, and 
they restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. (Ne 3:8)

• (tp L) During excavations beginning in 1969, Prof Nahman Avigad 
discovered the "Broad Wall" built by Hezekiah to the W of the City of 
David.  

• (tp R) Wall remains of considerable size going back to the Israelite 
Period (8th-6th c), and perhaps the same as the “Broad wall" mentioned 
in Ne 12:38 (found in Avigad excavations, 2003). 
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Ne 3:8 Broad wall (location)

C. Donald Chrysler, author 
The Stones Are Crying Out 
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Ne 3:15 Pool of Shelah
• Shallum the son of Col-hozeh, the official of the district of Mizpah, repaired 

the Fountain Gate. He built it, covered it and hung its doors with its bolts 
and its bars, and the wall of the Pool of Shelah at the king's garden as far as 
the steps that descend from the city of David. (3:15)

• At one end of the steps descending to the Shiloah Pool (Pool of Siloam), 
dating to the Second Temple period (discovered in 2005), archaeologists 
found remains of a much earlier pool tentatively identified as the one 
mentioned in 3:15. 

• IAA reported that a section of the bottom of the pool was exposed, as well 
as the line of the dam and the fortification that closes off the pool located 
beneath the steps of the Second Temple period pool. Based on the 
stratigraphy and nature of the discoveries, it seems that these are the pool, 
the line of the dam and the fortifications that date to the First Temple period. 

• The area of the King's Garden, also through which King Zedekiah tried to 
escape from the Babylonians (Je 39:4-5, 2 Ki 25:4-5), is thought to be the 
unexcavated orchard and garden, owned by the Greek Orthodox Church, 
part of which currently overlays most of the Pool of Siloam. 
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Ne 4:7-8 Opposition

• Now when Sanballat, Tobiah, 
the Arabs, the Ammonites and 
the Ashdodites heard that the 
repair of the walls of 
Jerusalem went on, and that 
the breaches began to be 
closed, they were very angry. 
All of them conspired together 
to come and fight against 
Jerusalem and to cause a 
disturbance in it. (4:7-8)
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Ne 6:15-16 Wall of Jerusalem

• So the wall was completed on the 25th 
of the month Elul, in 52 days. When all 
our enemies heard of it, and all the 
nations surrounding us saw it, they lost 
their confidence; for they recognized that 
this work had been accomplished with 
the help of our God. (6:15-16)
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Ne 7:2 Hananiah
• The Passover Papyrus belongs to the Elephantine 

Papyri, collective name of several archives of documents 
belonging to members of a Jewish garrison community 
which inhabited the island of Elephantine (ancient Yeb), 
near Aswan in Egypt, between 495-399.

• This community had its own temple to Yahweh on the 
island, apparently functioning alongside the long-
established cult shrine of the local deity Khnum.

• Very defective strip of papyrus with writing on both sides 
(419). Text: Sachau, 6; Ungnad, 6; Cowley, 21: [To] my 
[brethren Yedo]niah and his colleagues the [J]ewish 
gar[rison], your brother Hanan[iah]. The welfare of my 
brothers may God [seek at all times]. Now, this year, the 
5th year of King Darius, word was sent from the king to 
Arsa[mes saying, "Authorise a festival of unleavened 
bread for the Jew]ish [garrison]". So do you count 
fou[rteen days of the month of Nisan and] obs[erve the 
passover], and from the 15th to the 21st day of [Nisan 
observe the festival of unleavened bread]. Be (ritually) 
clean and take heed. [Do n]o work [on the 15th or the 21st 
day, no]r drink [beer, nor eat] anything [in] which the[re is] 
leaven [from the 14th at] sundown until the 21st of Nis[an. 
For 7 days it shall not be seen among you. Do not br]ing it 
into your dwellings but seal (it) up between these date[s. 
By order of King Darius. To] my brethren Yedoniah and 
the Jewish garrison, your brother Hanani[ah].

• Hananiah, writer of the papyrus, may be the same as the 
superintendent Nehemiah made over Jerusalem (Ne 7:2)

Passover Papyrus from Elephantine 

Then I put Hanani my 
brother, and Hananiah the 
commander of the fortress, in 
charge of Jerusalem, for he 
was a faithful man and feared 
God more than many. (7:2)
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Ne 12:23 Johanan, Elnathan, Shelomith
• The sons of Levi, the heads of fathers' 

households, were registered in the Book of the 
Chronicles up to the days of Johanan the son of 
Eliashib. (Ne 12:23) And the sons of Zerubbabel 
were Meshullam and Hananiah, and Shelomith 
was their sister (1 Ch 3:19)

• (tp R) Elnathan (510-490) was governor of 
Judah (his amah was Shelomith, 1 Ch 3:19) 
COS 2.78B, p. 203. A clay seal impression with 
Aramaic script from the Persian period was 
found in Jerusalem with the inscription Elnathan 
the governor. 

• (bt R) A stone seal with the inscription Shelomith 
the maidservant of Elnathan the governor was 
also found. The word translated governor might 
denote the same status as Nehemiah’s position. 
Maidservant can be interpreted as wife or 
concubine. 

• Some identify her as Shelomith, daughter of 
Zerubbabel in 1 Ch 3:19. She had to be in a 
high administrative position to possess a seal in 
her own name. (n)

• Johanan (410-370) high priest (also mentioned 
in Passover Papyrus from Elephantine) 
murdered his brother Jeshua/Jesus (Jos.) 

Belonging to Elnathan 
the governor

Belonging to helomith, the 
Amah of Elnathan the 
govermor 

http://fontes.lstc.edu/~rklein/images2/elnate.jpg
http://fontes.lstc.edu/~rklein/images2/sehlmith.JPG
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Ne 12:27-43 Dedication of the walls
• Levites were assembled from the S (Netophah v 28), the E (Beth-

gilgal v 29a) and the N (Geba, Azmaveth v 29b).
• The meaning of the service:

– An extended thanksgiving
– A re-consecration
– A claiming of those stones for Israel and for God (see Ps 48:12-14)

• The symmetrical arrangement of worship (below):

All met in the House of God (v 40a)

Singers (Jezrabiah and 8 others)Instrumentalists (Zechariah and 8 others)

Priests with trumpets (7 named, from Eliakim 
to Hanaiah)

Priests with trumpets (7 named, Azariah to 
Jeremiah)

Half of the officials (v 40)Half of the leaders of Judah (v 32)

NehemiahHoshaiah

Thanksgiving choirThanksgiving choir

Group led by NehemiahGroup led by Ezra


