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Herod’s Temple

Located on Har Ha’bayit “Mount of the House”

And He began to teach and say to them, "Is it not written, 
"MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER 

FOR ALL THE NATIONS'? But you have made it a 
ROBBERS' DEN." (Mk 11:17)
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• Artefacts (menorah plaster, 

sundial)



Herod's Temple 3

NT Jerusalem Map
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Temple development
• Herod Some years after he became king in 37 BC, Herod the Great built the fortress 

Antonia N of the temple (before 31 BC). The Antonia was where the Roman garrison 
was housed, higher than any other building in Jerusalem. 

• Midway in his reign, ostensibly with a religious motive, he formed the project of 
rebuilding the Second Temple (itself rebuilt by Zerubabbel) itself on a grander scale. 

• To allay the distrust of his subjects, he collected the materials for the new building 
before the old was taken down; he likewise trained 1,000 priests to be masons and 
carpenters for work upon the sanctuary; 10,000 skilled workmen altogether were 
employed upon the task. 

• Importance to worship Though the Synagogue grew in importance during its time, 
the Temple remained at the heart of Jewish worship for only in the Temple could the 
sacrifices required by the Law of Moses be done. 

• The Temple was also the focus of the activities of the three major feasts and 
pilgrimages: the Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles.

• Its Grandeur: Built of white marble, covered with heavy plates of gold in front and 
rising high above its marble-cloistered courts - themselves a succession of terraces - 
the temple, compared by Josephus to a snow-covered mountain (JW, 5.5.6), was a 
conspicuous and dazzling object from every side. 

• The general structure is succinctly described by G.A. Smith: "Herod's temple 
consisted of a house divided like its predecessor into the Holy of Holies, and the 
Holy Place; a porch; an immediate fore-court with an altar of burnt offering; a Court 
of Israel; in front of this a Court of Women; and round the whole of the preceding, a 
Court of the Gentiles" (Jerusalem, 2:502). On the "four courts," cf Jos. Ap. 2.8. 
(ISBE)
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Temple destruction
• Jesus came out from the temple and was going away 

when His disciples came up to point out the temple 
buildings to Him. And He said to them, "Do you not 
see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone 
here will be left upon another, which will not be torn 
down." (Mt 24:1-2)

• And while some were talking about the temple, that it 
was adorned with beautiful stones and votive gifts, He 
said, "As for these things which you are looking at, the 
days will come in which there will not be left one stone 
upon another which will not be torn down." (Lk 21:5-6)

• On 14 April 70, during Passover, Titus besieged 
Jerusalem. The Romans demolished the Antonia and 
used its stones to build a dam towards the Temple 
terrace, from which they set fire to the porticoes on the 
N and W side of the terrace. At the end of August, the 
Temple itself was burning. 6,000 women and children 
were captured at the Court of the Gentiles, while the 
legionaries sacrificed to their standards in the Holy of 
Holies. A 4th c writer, Sulpicius Severus, says it was 
Titus who ordered the Temple’s destruction, and this 
piece of information almost certainly stems from the 
Roman historian Tacitus. Emperor Titus (c. 80 AD) marble 

bust, height 44 cm (LV) 

The Temple riches were used to strike 
coins with the legend JUDAEA 
CAPTA  ('Judaea defeated') to remind 
all Romans of their emperor's victory. 

http://www.livius.org/a/1/judaea/judaea_capta_coin.jpg
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Construction

• The present Temple Mount is 1/6 the size of today's Old City and covers 35 
acres.  Construction of this rectangular platform required filling in a large part 
of the Central Valley.

• The building work began in the 18th  year of Herod's reign (20 or 21 BC) (n). 
• The Temple proper (naos), in which priests and Levites served, was finished 

in 1½ years without interrupting Temple services, and the courts and cloisters 
over 8 years. When the Jews retorted that the Temple complex took 46 yrs to 
build (Jn 2:20), the work was on-going as of the year they spoke, about 27 
AD.   

• Subsidiary buildings were gradually erected, added to through the reigns of 
his successors, so that the entire undertaking was not completed till the time 
of Agrippa II and the procurator Albinus (AD 64) 83 years later. When the 
project was halted, 18,000 workers were laid off (riots resulted). 6 years later 
the Romans destroyed it. (Unger's)

BiblePlaces
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Construction
• Herod began his work by doubling the pre-existing area of the Temple 

complex, using the latest engineering and construction methods. The 
creation of the Temple platform required massive earth moving and 
excavation of rock. Roughly 31,000m³ of rock was removed on the NW 
end of the platform, leaving a scarp more than 9m high. At the SE end 
(where bedrock descended), the platform had to be raised and the 
Kidron Valley filled in. 

• At the SE corner, the platform was raised almost 45m above bedrock, 
of which 33m is earth fill and the remaining height (12.5m) is provided 
by underground vaults that extend almost 60m N and 80m W. 

• While internally conforming to the tripartite division (porch, main hall 
and holy of holies) prescribed in the Bible, from the front the Temple 
itself gave the illusion of a huge cube, 100 cubits on each side, 
although in plan it was actually T-shaped (it was wider in the front than 
in the back). To an approaching worshiper, this structure appeared to 
embody a prime regular solid, a cube, and a perfect Pythagorean 
number, ten (10 cubits multiplied by 10 cubits per side), thereby 
adhering to the aesthetic principles of classical architectural design. 

• Thousands of pilgrims thronged the Temple precincts on Jewish 
festivals. Josephus speaks of 255,600 animal sacrifices being made 
during Passover—no doubt an exaggeration, but the figure certainly 
runs into many thousands. Even at other times the Temple esplanade, 
ringed by porticoes, served as the city’s agora. The imposing 
enclosure not only dominated the city, it constituted its only sizable 
public square. (David Jacobson, Herod’s Roman Temple, BAR 
Mar/Apr 2002)
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General description
• The plan of the Temple (n):

– M = The debir (Most Holy Place)
– The hekhal (sanctuary), with altar and 

lampstand
– Porch
– Court of the Priests with altar and laver
– Court of the Israelites (only for adult males)
– Nicanor Gate ("Beautiful Gate" Acts 3:2,10)
– Court of the Women with 4 chamber rooms 
– Gate Beautiful 
– Court of the Gentiles (outside the Gate 

Beautiful)
• The Temple proper was double in volume to 

the present day Dome of the Rock. 

Bruce Satterfield
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Beautiful Gate
• And a man who had been lame from his mother's womb was being 

carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate of 
the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those 
who were entering the temple…and they were taking note of him as 
being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to 
beg alms (Ac 3:2, 10)

• Beautiful Gate The gate on the East is probably to be identified, 
though this is still disputed (Waterhouse, etc.), with the Gate of 
Nicanor (Mid.), or Corinthian Gate (Jos), which is undoubtedly the 
Beautiful Gate of Acts 3 (see for identification, Kennedy, ut supra, 
270). 

• This principal gate received its names from being the gift of a 
wealthy Alexandrian Jew, Nicanor, and from its being made of 
Corinthian brass. It was of great size -- 50 cubits high and 40 cubits 
wide-- and was richly adorned, its brass glittering like gold (Mid., ii.3). 
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The Temple area

Bible-history

N
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The Temple area (Rav Koren)

Model of the Beit Mikhadash (“the Holy House”) seen from 
the SE (Rav Koren shlit"a and the Western Wall Heritage 
Foundation)
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Gates and porticos

• Josephus mentions 4 gates on the W (Ant, 15:11:5), the main (called in Mid., 1.3 the gate of Kiponos) 
being connected by a bridge across the Tyropoeon with the city (where now is Wilson's Arch) [ # 4].

• The 2 gates on the S = the "Huldah" (mole) gates of the Mishna (the Triple Gate #10 for entry and the 
Double Gate #9, for exit) which, opening low down in the wall, slope up tunnel-like into the court. The 
Mishna mentions N and E gates. 

• This E gate was the Sushan (now the Byz Golden Gate) which had a bridge leading across the Kidron 
Valley to the Mount of Olives. This is probably the one by which Jesus entered Jerusalem in Lk 19:45.

• The great court (known later as the "Court of the Gentiles," as it was open to everyone) was adorned 
with splendid porticos or cloisters. The S colonnade is the Royal Porch #8 and was specially splendid, 
with 4 rows of monolithic marble columns (162 in all) with Corinthian capitals, forming 3 aisles, of which 
the middle was broader and double the height of the other two. The roofing was of carved cedar. The 
N,W and E sides had only double colonnades. The E colonnade was Solomon's Porch #11.

Mikkra (ritual bath by 
immersion)
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Southern Stairway

Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And who may 
stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a 
pure heart (Ps 24:3-4)
Broad stairway leading up to the gates of the temple 
mount (Court of the Gentiles) (Model, Holy Land Hotel, 
Jerusalem)

Archaeological excavations of the S wall 
of the temple mount.
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Walls and courtyards

• The Temple area was surrounded 
by 4 walls (of © 1100m acc. to 
Jos.) surmounted with elaborated 
colonnaded stoas (porticoes).

Plan of courtyards in Jerusalem 
Temple, 1st c BC (Harvard Divinity 
Bulletin Spring 2004 30:4/Leen 
Ritmeyer)

http://www.hds.harvard.edu/news/bulletin/articles/branham.html
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Temple Plan (Leen Ritmeyer)

Rimeyer Archaeological Design, Locating the original Temple Mount, BAR Mar/Apr, 1996
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Temple Plan (Stephen D. Ricks)

• Josephus (JW 4:2:144) says the Sanhedrin met in or beside a place 
called the Xistus, which we translate as “Place of Hewn Stone”, just 
outside the Temple enclosure (JJ)

Illustration by James Porter 
from Stephen D. Ricks, 
The Law of Sacrifice, 
Ensign,  25 June 1998
(www.ida.net)

Chamber of the breadmaker

Chamber of Phinehas

14 steps
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Herodian wall
• W of the Temple was a bridge from 

Barclay’s Gate traversing the Tyropoean 
valley to the Upper City of Jerusalem. 
The valley has since been filled in. 

• N of this gate is a large stretch of 
exposed Herodian W wall called the 
Western or Wailing Wall.

• The Temple walls were made of stones 
23m long and the Temple itself of blocks 
of white limestone 13m long. Josephus 
notes one block as being 45 x 6 x 5 
cubits (JW 5:6:224). At least one of 
stones at the SE corner is 11m long, 
and the heaviest weighs almost 100t.

• This type of masonry might have 
prompted the disciples’ exclamation: 
"Teacher, behold what wonderful stones 
and what wonderful buildings!" (Mk 
13:1)

“Images of Jerusalem” (Prof Adam Rubin)
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Western wall

• View of the Western Wall of the Platform showing Robinson's 
Arch, the monumental staircase, and the SW corner (circled) of 
the Temple Mount (UST) 

Robinson's Arch Today. 
The original street level 
was cleared of earth by 
1997.
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Western wall (prayer)

• As in Orthodox synagogues, prayer at the Western Wall is segregated into men’s and women’s sections.  The men 
pray on the side closer to the Temple and the women pray on the S side. Today the Western Wall is the holiest 
place to the Jewish people because it is the closest one is permitted to come to where the Temple once stood.  
Centuries of prayer at the wall have sanctified it to the Jewish people. (BP)
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The pinnacle of the Temple
• NE view of temple and Plaza. 
• Then the devil took Him into the 

holy city and had Him stand on the 
pinnacle of the temple, and said to 
Him, "If You are the Son of God, 
throw Yourself down. (Mt 4:5) 

• "The pinnacle" is named as the 
place to which the devil took 
Jesus. It is not known what precise 
elevated spot is meant, whether a 
part of the roof of the Temple itself, 
or some high point in the adjacent 
buildings overlooking the deep 
ravine. It was more probably the 
latter. (ISBE)

SE corner of the supporting wall of the terrace on which stood 
Herod’s Temple. The lower foundations of this wall are 
Herodian; the higher sections were rebuilt by the Crusaders 
and later by the Ottomans. This is the traditional site of the 
pinnacle.
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The pinnacle of the Temple

• Prof John Wilkinson differs considerably: “[the Devil] sets him on some lofty 
point known as ‘the pinnacle’ (‘little wing’) of the Temple. This may possibly 
have been one of the side-pieces of the façade…it is mentioned because 
the Temple roof was an obvious high point, but also because the Temple 
provided a context in which belief in God’s Word would be strengthened…of 
all the ruins which remained, [the SE corner] seemed the most natural 
setting for the story of the temptation and was understood to be so by local 
Christians. But it has – unfortunately – no claim to this identification.” (JJ) 

Model of the Beis 
Hamikdash by Architect 
Yakov Yehudah for 1939 
World Fair (Kollel Iyun 
Hadaf of Har Nof)
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Soreg

• Gentiles were forbidden from the inner temple areas, and even Roman 
citizenship did not protect a Gentile who intruded into prohibited areas. 

• (ISBE) Round the wall #18 without, at least on 3 sides (some except the W), 
at a height of 12 (Mid.) or 14 (Jos) steps, was an embankment or terrace, 
known as the chel (fortification) #3, 10 cubits broad (Mid. says 6 cubits high). 
Inclosing the whole was a low balustrade or stone parapet # 16 (Jos. says 3 
cubits high) called the soreg, containing at intervals tablets with notices in 
Greek and Latin, prohibiting entry to foreigners on pain of death.

• The soreg was in Paul’s mind in Eph 2:14: For He Himself is our peace, who 
made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall

The walls enclose both the 
Temple (# 29) and the court 
of the women (# 21).  (E. P. 
Sanders, Judaism: Practice & 
Belief  63 BCE - 66 CE)
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Soreg
• This inscribed stone fragment was one of a series of stone 

slabs that stood in the court of the Temple to divide the 
area permitted to all visitors from that permitted only to 
Jews. The fragment was discovered outside the walls of 
the Old City of Jerusalem. 

• Josephus testifies to such a divider: "in this (balustrade) at 
regular intervals stood slabs giving warning, some in 
Greek, others in Latin characters, of the law of 
purification, to wit that no foreigner was permitted to enter 
the holy place..." (JW, 5:193-198)

• This stone fragment is one of the few remains of the 
Second Temple to have come down to us. 

• A similar inscription, found intact in Jerusalem a century 
ago and housed today in the IMA, has made it possible to 
complete the missing sections of the inscription shown 
here: No foreigner shall enter within the balustrade of the 
Temple, or within the precinct, and whosoever shall be 
caught shall be responsible for (his) death that will follow 
in consequence (of his trespassing).

Greek inscription on a stone slab
(IMJ) Jerusalem, 1st c AD,
IAA, 36.989
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Outer Court

• And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and 
selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and 
the seats of those who were selling doves. (Mt 21:12)

• In the wide spaces of this court took place the buying and selling described in 
the Gospels (Mt 21:12 and parallel's; Jn 2:13 ff).

• The soreq designating the outer court (“the great court” of 1 Ki 7:12; Ezk 
42:15-20) area was said by the Mishna to be 500 x 500 cubits (n). 

Bible-history
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Court of the Women

• These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized 
Him, because His hour had not yet come. (Jn 8:20)

• (ISBE) The name "treasury" was specially given to the Court of the Women (Jn 8:20). 
Here, on the presentation by Mary, the infant Jesus was greeted by Simeon and Anna (Lk 
2:27 ff). Here were 13 trumpet-shaped boxes for the reception of the offerings of the 
worshippers. Here Jesus saw the poor widow cast in her two mites (Mk 12:41; Lk 21:1-4). 
Thus it is very likely that this court was the ordinary scene of the Lord's ministry when 
teaching in the temple. 

• (bible-history.com) There [the Court of the Women] during the Feast of Tabernacles two 
large candlesticks were placed, and every evening the crowds would assemble with 
burning torches and the lights were lit midst great rejoicing. There may be a reference to 
this when Christ declared, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in 
the darkness, but will have the Light of life." (Jn 8:12)

Aerial view of Temple model showing 
Court of the Women, Israelites, and 
Priests (with sacrificial altar), 1st c BC. 
(Alec Gerrard/ Ritmeyer Archeological 
Design, (Harvard Divinity Bulletin 30:4, 
Spring 2004)

http://www.hds.harvard.edu/news/bulletin/articles/branham.html
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Solomon’s Porch

• This preserved a traditional connection with Solomon. This part Jos. (JW 5:5:1; Ant. 
20:9:7 (221)) says remained from Solomon's time. It rose from a great depth, occupying 
part of the valley, and supported by a wall 400 cubits high, formed of immense stones, 
some 20 cubits long. The Chaldaeans spared it, perhaps for its strength and beauty. It is 
thrice referred to in the NT:

– Jn 10:23 it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of 
Solomon. [This was at the Feast of the Dedication]

– Ac 3:11 …all the people ran together to them at the so-called portico of Solomon, full 
of amazement. 

– Ac 5:12 ... they were all with one accord in Solomon's portico. 
• The Gk word stoa is translated  "portico“ (in architecture a "porch" is strictly an exterior 

structure forming a covered approach to the entrance of a building; a "portico" is an 
ambulatory, consisting of a roof supported by columns placed at regular intervals i.e. a 
roofed colonnade). 

• Solomon’s portico ran along the E wall in the Court of the Gentiles and  extended some 
240m. It had double columns 11m in height whereas the portico on the S, called the 
Royal Portico, had 4 rows (cf. Ant, 15:11:3; JW, 5:5). 

Model of the colonnade (LOTB)
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The Temple proper
• The Temple with its platform rose 100 cubits high (‘120 cubits’ in Ant, 

15:11:3, is a mistake), and was 60 cubits wide. 
• Its front was a porch of like height, but with wings extending 20 cubits on 

either side, making the total vestibule’s breadth 100 cubits also. Its depth 
was 10 or 11 cubits; probably at the wings 20 cubits (Ant.). It was adorned 
with gold.

• The entrance, without doors, was 70 cubits high and 25 cubits wide (Mid. 
makes 40 cubits high and 20 wide). Above it Herod placed a golden eagle, 
which the Jews afterward pulled down (Ant. 17:6:3). (ISBE)

• The debir was 20 cubits square and hidden from view by the veil, a double 
curtain. “In this there was nothing at all. It was inaccessible, inviolable, and 
could not be seen by any, and was called the Holy of Holies” (Ant. 5:5:219). 
And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. (Mk 15:38). 
The veil is said to have measured 18 x 9m, and was of a handsbreath (7-
8cm) in thickness. 

• Before the incense altar in the Temple, the aged Zacharias had the vision 
which assured him that he should not die childless (Lk 1:11 ff).
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The Temple (Holyland Model)

Front of Temple (Corel)

NE view of the Temple. The Holyland Model City of Herod’s 
Jerusalem has a 1:50 scale Model of the Second Temple. It is 
built on the grounds of the Holyland Hotel with authentic 
construction materials - Jerusalem Stone, Marmor, Steel all 
based upon historical material - The Mishna, The Gemarah, 
Josephus, et al. (Corel)
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The Temple (David Robinson)

Artist’s Impression 
(David Robinson, 
Herod’s Roman Temple, 
BAR Mar/Apr 2002)
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The Temple (Alec Garrard)

• Alec Garrard's model of 
Herod’s Temple is built to a 
scale of 1:100. The model is 
located in Suffolk, England.

• Garrard's model was 10 years 
in the making, and based on 
the historical sources (the 
Mishnah and the works of 
Josephus, Alfred Edersheim, 
etc) and research up to 1993 of 
Dr. Leen Ritmeyer, former 
architect of the Temple Mount 
excavations. 

Inside the Holy of Holies 
(model by Alec Garrard)
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Place of trumpeting

• This incised stone block apparently fell during the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
AD from the SW corner of the Temple Mount to the street below, where it was 
discovered. 

• This was the location of "the roof of the priests' chambers, where one of the 
priests invariably stood to proclaim by trumpet blast, in the late afternoon the 
approach of every seventh day, and on the next evening its close..." (JW 4:9)

• The monumental inscription to the place of trumpeting... and the stone’s shape 
suggests that it was once part of a parapet that ran along the wall of the Temple 
complex, indicating where the priests should stand to blow the trumpets. 
Presumably, the trumpet blasts could be heard throughout Jerusalem. 

• The inscription ends by part of a third word, which can be interpreted in either of 
two ways: "to declare [the Sabbath]" or "to distinguish [between the sacred and 
the profane]."

Inscribed stone from the excavations 
of the S wall of the Temple Mount 
1st c BC (IMJ/IAA 78-1439)

Hershel Shanks, Jerusalem: An Archaeological Biography, p. 157) 
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Artefacts
• "Three most wonder, word famous works of art, a 

candelabrum, a table and an altar of incense" (JW 
5:5). This piece of incised plaster has the oldest 
known representation of the menorah that stood in 
Herod’s Temple. 

• It was found in a private house in the Upper City 
during excavations in the Jewish Quarter of the Old 
City. As it was made before the destruction of the 
Temple, it is likely that the artist who made it, 
perhaps a priest, had actually seen these objects. 

• The two partially preserved rectangular elements to 
the menorah’s right are most probably the Incense 
Altar and the Showbread Table. 

• Such depictions of the menorah and the showbread 
table dating to these early times are extremely rare. 
They feature on coins from the period of the 
Hasmonean king Mattathis Antigonus (40-37 BC); on 
Titus’ arch in Rome (81 AD); and on coins dating 
from the Bar Kokhba Revolt (132-135 AD). (Zalmona, 
Yigal (ed.), The Israel Museum at 40: Masterworks of Beauty and Sanctity, IMJ, 
2005)

Incised plaster, H: 32cm; W: 32cm 
(IMJ/Yoram Lehmann) Menorah, 
incense altar, and showbread 
table, Jewish Quarter excavations, 
Jerusalem, Herodian period, 1st c BC 
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Artefacts

• This tiny sundial (only W:5cm, H:5cm) may be the only known 
surviving artefact from the Temple. It was found during 
excavation of a pile of debris attributed to the destruction of the 
Temple. 

• There is a seven-branched menorah carved on its back, which is 
a symbol that was usually reserved for the Temple Priests.


