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Choose Whom You Will Serve
“And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve...
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Joshua 24:15

A Line From Us
The Gospel of Jesus Christ puts all who hear it at a critical crossroads in
life. Is the sinner going to heed the Gospel command, repent of his sins and
surrender to Christ as Lord? Or is he going to reject Christ out of hand, and
continue with his sinful life? Choose Whom You Will Serve lays out just such
a challenge to you, and explains it so that you understand what is required,
and what is at stake; while Where Sin Increased, Grace Abounded All the
More presents the crux of the Gospel message for your careful consideration.
God is real, He is powerful; He makes a profound difference in the lives
of those who know Him. I Am Alone but Not Alone speaks of His very real
presence with us through the difficulties and challenges of life. Two further
testimonies of God’s intervention in the life of individual believers are written
up in God’s Grace to Me and My Family and The Fear of God and the Fear
of Man.
The love of God is a vast topic, and we will spend our entire lives studying
it and yet be unable to exhaust all that Scripture says of it. Notwithstanding,
God’s love practically influences the lives of believers powerfully, changing
them from the inside out. Four-fold Love describes how the love of God comes
to bear in the lives of Christians, and What is Christian Unity? elaborates on
God’s love making the difficult but necessary transformation in believers’ lives
so that they are able to love one another even through trying circumstances.
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God is real. His Gospel is powerful. Read this magazine to learn more!

Christian Living

Choose Whom You Will Serve
In the article published in Fishers 233, we saw the birth of Moses and his
dramatic life as a young baby. He was hidden in an ark among the reeds
of the River Nile in order to escape the murderous decree of Pharaoh,
and he was found by Pharaoh’s daughter and adopted by her as her
son. His mother was appointed as his nursemaid and she looked after
him for some years before handing him over to his adoptive mother.
And so, the formative years of Moses’ life were spent in the royal court
of Egypt where, “Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,
and was mighty in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22).
Acts 7:23-25 continues to give us the account of Moses’ life several years
later, “Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his
brethren, the children of Israel. And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he
defended and avenged him who was oppressed, and struck down the
Egyptian. For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that
God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand.”
The visit to his brethren might seem almost a casual visit by Moses,
but the words in Hebrews 11:24-26 explains further, “By faith Moses,
when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.”
This statement in Hebrews deserves scrutiny because it explains almost
everything that happened in Moses’ subsequent history. It is a summary
of the basic issues that faced Moses at this crucial time in his life.
A Crisis of Identification
Think for a moment about Moses’ up-bringing. He had been influenced
from birth for a few years by godly, prayerful parents. Then he had been
removed from his true parents and had been brought up in the court
of Egypt. He was instructed, educated and taught in all the learning,
language and culture of that great nation. At the same time, he was
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surrounded by the trappings of wealth, fame, security and pleasures of
the Egyptian court, all of which can be summed up in his title: “The son
of Pharaoh’s daughter.”
Yet throughout that time of his formative years, he was upheld by the faith
of his godly mother and father. Such was the quality of their faith, and
the calibre of their lives, that not even 40 years of position, indulgence
and riches in the Court of Pharaoh, could erase from Moses’ heart and
mind that he was still a Hebrew. Thus, by the time he reached 40 years
of age, he made a conscious decision and, “refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter”.
Moses had come to the place in his life where, like many children of godly
parents, he had to seriously consider his future. What would his life be?
Does he follow the God and the religious pathway of his parents or does
he go the way of the world? Christian parents, with the best intentions
in the world of influencing their children for God, can only do so much.
Oftentimes their children can still be faced with a crisis of identity, which
can be a time of great stress and tension.
To all the young people today, let me say this: You cannot live on your
parents’ spiritual reputation. You must get to grips with your own life
and be honest before God and before your family or else you may find
yourself living a lie to please others.
The Word of God comes to you just as it came to your mother and father,
“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve” (Jos 24:15); this
is the message of the whole Bible. As an individual, you need to ponder
your own life, think of what you are doing and where you are going, and
what the end will be. If you think that as a young person, this article
encourages you to throw off all parental restraints, the next point draws
out something of supreme importance.
Having seen that Moses had a crisis of faith to resolve, we now see that
he had a conscious assessment to ponder.
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A Conscious Assessment to Ponder
When the writer in Hebrews says that “Moses refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter”, he then explains the basis upon which he
made that choice. In Verse 25, he uses the word “choosing”; Moses
made a deliberate choice and he made that choice after consciously
assessing certain factors. It was a process whereby he balanced things
out. The outcome of that balancing and accounting was that he “refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter”.
As he engaged in that conscious assessment, what did he see? First,
he saw the “treasures of Egypt”. These treasures were very real; they
were immense and wonderful. The wealth and splendour of the Egyptian
court were astonishing. The Egyptians built great cities in which they
stored their riches. He saw the gold, silver, precious jewels; he saw the
refinements, the culture, the luxury, the opportunities and the enjoyments
that those treasures could give him. He also saw what those things
could do for him – the man who possessed such things had the world at
his feet.
On the other side of the balance sheet, he saw something else. He
saw a broken, despised, down-trodden people, under the yoke of the
most awful slavery, and living in abject poverty and cruel suffering.
They were despised and denigrated as an alien people and they were
afflicted daily under the lashes of their Egyptian taskmasters. We cannot
possibly imagine what it was like for the Israelites to be the slaves of
the Egyptians; they had the most terrible existence. Not only did Moses
see these things, but he also saw something else – he saw that these
people were the People of God. God had chosen them and called
them through their forefathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob They were
the descendants of the patriarchs with whom God, in great grace, had
entered into covenant. They bore the very sign of that covenant in their
flesh and Moses could see that. Moses, although surrounded by all the
gods of Egypt, still believed in the God of Israel. He did not know this
God in a personal way as yet, but he obviously believed that He existed.
He believed that He alone was the true and living God, the Creator of
Heaven and Earth.
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These were the things that his mother and father must have instilled into
him in his earliest years. So, in his assessment of things, that is what he
must have put down in the account: the God of Israel is the greatest fact
of life. Moses could also see something else – he knew that these people
had a Messianic hope. His mother and father had told him about that
hope. They were looking for the coming of the Promised Messiah. That
hope was one of the things that made them the objects of derision. Moses
had seen it in the lives of his father and mother. The world laughed at
them, reproached them and regarded them as the outcasts and rejects
of the world. But, as Moses looked at them, he saw that the reproaches
that fell on them were the reproaches of Christ!
But Christ was not yet born into the world, how could their reproach be
the reproach of Christ? For the simple reason that Christ is always with
His people. He always has been, and He always will be – “In all their
afflictions He was afflicted, and the Angel of His presence saved them”
(Isa 63:9). Jesus is the ‘Angel of His Presence’. When our Lord spoke to
Saul of Tarsus on the Road to Damascus, He did not say: “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute the Church?” But rather He said, “Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?” He suffers in the sufferings of His people. The
reproach of believers is the reproach of Him in whom they believe. The
reproach of Israel was the reproach of Christ, and Moses could see that.
I don’t believe that Moses saw these things suddenly on the day that he
went out and killed the Egyptian. That was simply the climax and the
culmination of a long experience of pondering and thinking. I believe
that he had seen these things for years. He may, like many others, have
tried to adapt his thinking and embrace the best of both worlds, but then
realised that it cannot be done.
Over those years he was making a conscious assessment of things. He
was already a great statesman, with the world at his feet. He was, at
that time, already educated and trained, wealthy and of the royal family.
Then he must put over against that, those Israelite slaves, dragging their
burdens, beaten and whipped, toiling in terrible anguish. Yet as Moses
watched and listened and pondered these things, he knew the call of
God coming to him. Based on what he saw, accounted and assessed, he
refused the choice of Egypt. It was a mighty moment of decision for this
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man, and Hebrews tells us that what he did, he did by faith.
Choose Whom You Will Serve
You might be like Moses, poised on the brink of a life that stretches
out before you with all that the world can offer. There is nothing wrong
with having hopes and ambition for your future in this world. But the
all-important truth you need to remember is this: you know what it is to
belong to Christ and the Church of Christ; you know that your treasures
are laid up for you in heaven.
That is what you need to know. This world will always be there before
you, offering you all the pleasures of its Vanity Fair; there will always be
the temptation to follow after its treasures, pleasures, wealth and fame.
But you, like Moses, must make a conscious assessment. You must
count the cost of living a life without Christ.
The Christian way is hard and narrow; it is a way that is despised, ridiculed
and scorned by the world in which we live. Our Lord never offered
anything less. We are told that these people were suffering reproach
and that is one of the bitterest things for a person to bear. Many a man
can bear pain, but cannot bear ridicule and that might be your difficulty.
You cannot face the insults and the consequences of confessing Christ
before your friends or colleagues. You shrink away from the responses
of ridicule, scorn, laughter and derision that might come your way. You
realise that it could mean a life of loneliness and isolation, cut off from
those people who are ungodly and unbelieving.
But you must look at things as Moses did. Moses set down all the
reproach and ridicule that would come upon him and he counted it to be
better than the treasures of Egypt. Although that reproach may be God’s
worst, it was far better than Egypt’s best. He saw the treasures of Egypt,
and he also saw that they were the pleasures of sin.
The writer of Hebrews also tells us that Moses in his conscious
assessment could see that the ‘pleasures of sin’ were ‘for a season’;
they don’t last. The pleasures of sin are real but they are temporal;
they come to an end. Think of all the people who have had the fame,
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riches, the enjoyments of this world and its pleasures. They have come
to see that these things can take on wings and fly away; they lose their
appeal; they have to part company with them at the end of life. I once
read of a woman who was telling her pastor of the worldly activities that
she enjoyed so much. She said, “I enjoy doing it so much. I enjoy the
pleasure of the anticipation of it, and I enjoy the pleasure of engaging in
it, and I enjoy the pleasure of reflecting on it afterwards.” “Yes,” said her
pastor, “I know all that but there is one pleasure you have forgotten and
that is the pleasure of meditating upon it on your dying bed”. There is
such a thing as the end of the day.
We need to estimate the world’s pleasures by this rule – how will these
things look, and what will we think of them all, when we lay dying? How
will they appear when we stand before the judgment seat of God? We
are exhorted constantly in Scripture to look to the consequences and
look to the end of things. That is the theme of the Book of Proverbs; the
godly father is constantly pointing out the two ways in life – the way of
wisdom and the way of folly. He is always exhorting his son to choose
wisdom; and where is wisdom to be found? “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom” (Prov 9:10) – wisdom is to be found when we
come to know Christ, who is the personification of wisdom.
Conclusion
Listen to the thousands who have gone before you, men and women who
were like prodigal sons and daughters, who threw off all the restraints
of God and of a godly home. Again and again, they will tell you that they
lived to regret it. They would urge you to consider where your life is going
and what it will be at the end of the day. So, it was on that basis that
Moses made his choice, “he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter”.
William Hughes
William Hughes has served as a pastor in the UK and USA for over 40 years. He
is now retired from full-time ministry but continues to be a conference speaker in
different countries.

8 I Fishers

Gospel

Where Sin Increased, Grace
Abounded All the More

Photo by Aliesha Benzinger from FreeImages

“…where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin
reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom 5:20-21). From this
passage of Scripture, two realities are facing us – what sin does to you
and what God does for you; this article will help us understand both.
What Sin Does to You
Many people take sin lightly, but sin does great harm to us. The
passage says that sin “reigned”, meaning that sin exercised dominion
over mankind, and “sin reigned in death”, meaning that the effect of
sin is death. Let’s examine more about what sin does to us.
Your Sins Make You a Personal Offence to the Holy God
The Bible tells us that when we sin, that is, we do something that the
Bible tells us is wrong, we do not just break some rule, we actually
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offend God. In simple terms, God is angered by our sins. God has
given us His moral law – both in the Bible, and “written in our hearts”
(Rom 2:15), that is, in our consciences. When we sin, we are defying
God, not just going outside the boundaries of a written law. If there is a
sign saying, “Keep off the grass”, but you walk on it, you have merely
disobeyed an instruction. You do not have a relationship with the
person who wrote the sign. But if your father says, “I’m going out. Do
your homework and do not watch TV”, and once your father leaves,
you neglect your homework and turn on the TV, you have defied your
father. You have gone against your father’s word and broken his trust;
you have offended your father. Sin is exactly like that.
God created every one of us, so He stands in a Creator-creature
relationship with us. When you sin, you not only hurt or cause trouble
to others, but you also offend the holy, living God. This is illustrated in
the confession to God of King David of Israel who exclaimed, “Against
You, You only, I have sinned and done what is evil in Your sight”
(Psa 51:4). He is not denying that his sins have affected others, he
is acknowledging particularly that his sins have violated the holiness
of the Almighty God Himself. Sin is failing to do what God commands
and defying Him in doing what He forbids. Sin is a serious matter
when we remember who we have sinned against – the eternal and
righteous God.
Your Sins Corrupt You Morally
The Bible tells us that every man has a sinful nature. Because of
our sinful nature, everything that we do, everything that we say, all
that we are – is sinful. Our thoughts are evil, our feelings are impure,
our values are corrupt, our instincts are wicked, our outlook of life is
selfish, our speech is unkind, our actions are sinful. Every part of us,
every dimension of our existence has become utterly twisted by sin –
our attitudes, our memories, our imaginations, our priorities, our goals.
The Apostle Paul puts it this way in an earlier part of Romans, “There
is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands; there
is none who seeks for God. All have turned aside, together they have
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become useless; there is none who does good, there is not even one.
Their throat is an open grave; with their tongues they keep deceiving.
The poison of asps is under their lips. Whose mouth is full of cursing
and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction and
misery are in their paths, and the path of peace they have not known.
There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom 3:10-18).
Sin has so thoroughly corrupted us that everything we do is tainted
with sin – even the so-called “good” that we do. Often, we do good
to others because we hope that they will do us good in return. Or,
we do a good deed and start to congratulate ourselves, and become
self-righteous or proud of our moral superiority. Everything we do is
tainted with sin – and so everything we do offends God in some way!
According to Isa 64:6, “all of us have become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us
wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”
Your Sin Damages Your Relationships with Others
No sin can remain a completely private matter; sin always affects your
relationship with others. Genesis 3 reports that the first man, Adam,
sinned in the Garden of Eden. When God confronted him, he implied,
“It’s not my fault, God; in fact, it is your fault. You gave me this wife,
and this woman caused me to disobey you”. Apart from blaming God,
Adam also pushed the blame to his wife. How do you think she felt?
Before there was sin, there was no shame. Sin brings shame and
shame is a destroyer of relationships. Much of what we do and say
focuses on avoiding shame. Would you like your spouse, your closest
family and your friends to know all you ever did, said and thought?
We all have so much to hide from one another because we are so
ashamed – and that is powerful evidence of how sin affects our social
relationships.
Many sins destroy relationships. The sin of maliciousness involves
exposing other people’s shame or bringing them shame so that you
can feel better than them, and their shame can distract from your
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own shamefulness. Then there is the lust for power, control, wealth,
personal advantage, pleasure, sensuality, status, honour – all of these
seriously harm our relationships with others.
Your Sins Ultimately Result in Death
In Genesis 2, God warned Adam that if he were to sin, “you will surely
die”; this is emphasising the certainty of death from sin. Along came
that fateful day when they did defy God – but they lived many years
thereafter! Did God get it wrong? No!
When the Bible speaks about death, it refers not only to physical death
but also to spiritual death. In spiritual death, we are dead towards
God, we are cut off from Him, and our relationship with Him is totally
and utterly broken. We run from Him, are afraid of Him and are in
enmity against Him; being what the Bible calls in Eph 2:3, “by nature
children of wrath”.
Why do all men die? As the Bible explains in Rom 6:23, “the wages
of sin is death”. You and I are going to die, and there is nothing
anyone can do about it. We die because we are sinners. But the most
frightening reality about death is that our physical death is not the
end. If death is the end of all things, and man just ceases to exist,
that is not so terrifying. But our conscience tells us that for all our
moral violations, there has to be a judgment. The Bible affirms this
in Heb 9:27, “it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes
judgment”. Our human instincts are not wrong. The fear that grips
many on their deathbeds is, unfortunately, founded on reality.
There is a price to be paid for our sinfulness. We will die physically one
day, and then we will face God as our Judge. This is precisely what
sin does to you.
What the Grace of God Does for You
All the above is exceedingly bad news. But the Bible tells us that
God is rich in mercy, and He takes no delight when a sinner perishes
(Eze 18:23). Instead, He longs for reconciliation between Himself and
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wicked sinners and He has already set His plan in motion.
God Graciously Reconciles Sinners to Himself, Forgiving Them of
Their Sins
What man cannot do, God has done. Although sin has mercilessly
enslaved mankind, God has come powerfully to free man from sin –
both from the power of sin, and the penalty of sin. 2 Cor 5:18-19 says
that He has “reconciled us to Himself through Christ, … namely, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their
trespasses against them…”. This is terrific news – that is why we call
it the Gospel, meaning “good news”.
We are alienated from God and are in enmity against him because of
our sins. But because of His grace, God pursued us in love to reconcile
sinful mankind back to Himself. When Jesus died on the cross, He
died on behalf of sinners. Those who repent of their sins and call on
Him to save them, He reconciles to the Father, having taken their
judgment on His own body on the cross. After three days, Jesus rose
from the grave, and thus proclaimed victory over sin and death. The
sinner can then stand before God unafraid of judgment because there
is no longer any judgment left for him to bear. Christ has borne it all.
Also, Jesus shares the rewards of the perfectly righteous life that He
lived here on Earth with us. He took our sins and bore them for us,
then gave us His righteousness.
God Utterly Transforms Forgiven Sinners
God in His grace not only saves us, but He also changes us – so
that our lives are less and less dominated by sin, and more and more
dominated by love for God and others. The Gospel transforms us – bit
by bit in this life, but suddenly and perfectly at the point of our entry
into eternity.
This is more than just turning over a new leaf – when God transforms
us, it is more than just resolving to do better, and bringing about some
change in our lives due to strong willpower. Self-discipline and selfcontrol are involved in the Christian’s conversion, but there is much
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more than that. God graciously changes us from the inside; He gives
us a new heart. The Bible calls this being “born again” (Jn 3:3). We are
radically changed so that our hearts, once thoroughly tainted by sin,
are now driven by a desire to please God and obey Him.
The deadliest thing about sin is that it took hold of our wills. The most
wonderful thing about God’s grace is that it transforms our wills, and
frees us from the bondage and slavery to sin. Out of that new heart,
the Christian thinks differently, speaks differently, acts differently.
God Enables Believers to Redeem Their Relationships with Others
Our Lord said that the foremost command in the Bible, the command
that effectively summarises and encapsulates all biblical commands,
is this, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength”
(Mk 12:30). The next most important command, flowing out of the first
one, is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself” (Matt 22:39).
Being a Christian is not so much about keeping laws as it is about
loving others. God, by His grace, transforms believers so that all their
relationships are radically changed – from the inside out, from the
heart. Loving God and loving others are central to a Christian’s life.
As sinners, we live according to the lusts of our flesh, “Now the deeds
of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes,
dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God”
(Gal 5:19-21). Many of the sins above affect our relationships with
one another. In contrast, when a man is saved by God’s grace, the
Spirit of God transforms his life, because “the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control” (Gal 5:22-23). Being led by the Spirit of God, believers
redeem their relationships with those around them.

14 I Fishers

God Grants the Repentant Sinner Eternal Life
The Gospel of Jesus Christ overturns death in all of its dimensions.
Instead of being estranged from God and in enmity with Him, we are
brought back into a loving relationship with Him. Although we will
experience physical death, the followers of Christ anticipate a bodily
resurrection, and with an imperishable body, we will inhabit the new
heavens and new earth, forever worshipping and serving God. Instead
of fearing judgment, we have a certain hope of reward being given to
us because of the righteousness of Christ, even though we do not
deserve them.
Not only does death not terrify us, but eternal life is also already
pulsating within us. We already feel a love for God that we did not
have before. We surprise ourselves by making painful sacrifices for
others that we would not have done before we were saved. We are
far from perfect, but we are going in a different direction, and we know
where it will end up – in the blessed presence of our God and Saviour,
whom we love and worship forever.
Conclusion
In summary, our sins make us personal enemies of God, but He
reconciles sinners to Himself by His grace. Our sins corrupt us
thoroughly from within, but God’s salvation transforms us radically,
from inside out. Our sins ruin our relationships with others, but God
redeems those relationships. Most importantly, “the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Rom 6:23). Indeed, “where sin increased, grace abounded all the
more, so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign
through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Tan Soon Yong
Soon Yong is a pastor of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an editor of
Fishers.
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Christian Living

I Am Alone but Not Alone
My husband Peter and I make it a point to trek up Gunung (Mount) Pulai
in Malaysia once a week for exercise. The trek consists of a 5km hike
up the mountain on a tarred road trail, traversing a series of bends, all
the time at an incline of about 30 degrees. Several parts are steeper, at
inclines of over 50 degrees.
Usually accompanying us are our neighbours, a couple who are not
Christians. Peter and the husband complete the entire length while the
wife and I stop just after the 3 km mark, at a place known as Squirrel’s
Corner. Peter uses the opportunity to share the Gospel with the husband
as they trek ahead of us ladies. With me is the wife, and we chat along the
way about different topics. I always bring in Jesus, our church activities
like prayer meetings and what the church members shared, as well as
our Christian beliefs.
During a recent hike, the wife was unable to join in and this left me in a
quandary: What do I do? Do I go alone, or do I forego the hike? I decided
to brave it alone, intending to use the opportunity to communicate with
the Lord. But what would I say to Him for three hours? “Never mind,”
I thought, “I can pray or sing hymns, or meditate on God’s Word using the
online version of the Bible”.

As my body bent and struggled to walk up the steep inclines, and with
my legs aching badly, I thought, “Wouldn’t it be great if God could throw
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So that morning, we started the hike and very soon, Peter and my
neighbour left me behind and went ahead. For me, the beginning was
easy as the incline was gentle, about a 30-degree angle. However, very
soon, I encountered the inclines of more than 50-degrees. I could feel
and hear my heart thumping and pumping hard to get the oxygen from my
lungs to my leg muscles. My breath became fast and laboured; I had to
strain to breathe in deeply so that more oxygen could be taken in. Never
before did I have to expand my lungs so much!

me a rope right now, and I pulled myself up the mountain with that rope?”
But even as that thought came, another followed immediately, “If the Lord
did that, it would be too easy for me to go up the mountain. And wouldn’t
that hinder the development of my perseverance and resilience to reach
my destination?”
Several other thoughts came to my mind. If the Lord God made life
too easy for us, would we not take the good life for granted? Would we
remember Him when the going was easy and good all the time? Would
we doggedly continue our life of dependence and trust in Him, and with
His grace, develop the spiritual strength to withstand challenges to our
faith?
A key example to learn from is King David, Israel’s second king. All
through his life, he encountered many trials. In one period of his life,
he was constantly on the run to escape King Saul’s attempts on his life.
Then as king, he experienced betrayal by his son, Absalom, who usurped
the throne and sought to kill his father. David also faced many battles
defending Israel against the various enemies surrounding the nation.
Through all these trials and sufferings, when he faced death, fear,
hopelessness, grief and despair, he would look up to God and cling to
Him, trusting Him for protection and deliverance.
The many psalms he wrote were sincere testimonies of his deep
dependence on and love for God. He acknowledged God’s protection in
“I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my
enemies” (Psa 18:3). He showed his trust in the Lord in “The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the defense of my
life; whom shall I dread?” (Psa 27:1). And he declared his dependence
on the Lord, saying, “Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my
eye is wasted away from grief, my soul and my body also” (Psa 31:9).
All these qualities were developed over the years, through the many
sufferings that he had to endure. Through all this, the Lord was
with him, upholding, sustaining and loving him. David must have
gained much comfort from God’s promise which says, “Be strong
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and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord
your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you”
(Deut 31:6).
This same promise of God goes with us today. What a relief and privilege
it is for believers to know that the Almighty God will not leave us or forsake
us (Heb 13:5). Ever since I gave my life to Jesus, He has always been my
anchor and refuge in this turbulent world. One of my favourite verses in
the Bible is “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you
because he trusts in you” (Isa 26:3). It is a precious promise to cling to in
this life, knowing that all the Lord looks for in us is simple and sincere faith
in Him as our God and in Jesus as our Saviour.
So, when life becomes an upward struggle, when God seems so far away
and seems to refuse to throw us a lifeline, as we strain to live each day,
many a time in despair and loneliness, we must remember His promises
in His Word and know that He is with us. And like Paul, we must run our
race in this life toward the finishing line with perseverance and resilience,
never giving up on our faith, knowing that we do not run alone for God is
with us all the way and He will never leave us.
Thus, on the mountain that day, although I was physically alone, yet I
knew that spiritually I was not so, for my Lord God was with me. With that
in mind, I continued my upward climb with renewed vigour, and slowly
went through the last phase which was the steepest before reaching
Squirrel’s Corner at just over 3 km. There I witnessed a wild squirrel
which was tame enough to eat a biscuit while perching on the offerer’s
arm. I should have taken a picture of that!
After resting for some time, it was time to go down. Going downhill was
so much easier; my heart rate was back to normal, and I no longer had
to breathe heavily and strain my body. Alone, I was now more aware of
my surroundings. There was no human chatter except the occasional
“
” (good morning) as my path crossed that of fellow hikers. All I heard
were the ‘chukkings’ of the cicadas and other insects, the ‘whoo-whooing’
of the hidden gibbons high up in the trees, the rustling leaves in the wind,
and the sound of the brook rushing downstream.
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At the points of steep decline, I found myself going downhill too fast and
had to consciously slow down. Even this gave me pause to reflect. The
steepest points which were so difficult to climb earlier were conversely so
easy to hurtle down now.
The parallel is that the most trying times of our lives, the times which
are the most painful and difficult to get through, can also be the points
when we could spiral downwards out of control spiritually. We could stop
trusting the Lord and seeking after Him; we could begin pursuing other
avenues of relief instead of depending even more fervently on Him. As
an example, severe illness could cause a person to seek alternative
treatments such as faith healing, where the faith healer becomes more
important and seeking him becomes more urgent than seeking the Lord’s
will and resting in His care, whatever the outcome.
As I gathered speed and began to run downhill, caution made me use
the walking stick I had with me to break my downward momentum. I
consciously slowed down and carefully took each step forward.
Similarly, at each difficult point in our lives, we need to cautiously slow
down and call out to the Lord. In our Christian walk, the Holy Spirit will
guide us. Through His prompting and guidance, He helps us check our
forward hurtle. But we need to be aware that we often willfully override
these checks and make our own decisions without regard for God. For
that, we need to repent and seek the Lord’s forgiveness.
I went on my hike that day intending to speak with the Lord as I trekked
alone on the mountain. Instead, it was the Lord who showed me through
the experience of trekking up and down the mountain, the spiritual
parallels in life. And He reminded me, yet again, of the precious lesson
that in whatever circumstance in life, even when I am alone, I am not
alone, for His Word says that He is with me, and He will not leave me or
forsake me (Heb 13:5). To God be the glory forever and ever.
Kathryn Ooi
Kathryn is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ Fellowship’ and an
editor of Fishers.
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Testimoney

God’s Grace to Me and
My Family
I was born into a non-Christian family; my late father was an odd job
labourer, and my mother was a housewife. I have four older siblings
(three brothers and a sister). After having had four children, another
16 years passed by before my mother gave birth to me. My presence
added a further financial burden to the family and my childhood was
filled with constant arguments between my parents over financial
issues. It was a very trying phase of my life which left me very troubled.
As a teenager, I constantly asked myself, “Why am I in this world, and
why is my life so full of trouble?”
The push factor for me to attend religious knowledge classes in
secondary school was to seek out answers to the meaning in life. I
remember even excelling in the subject, yet I was still left with many
unanswered questions. My key learning point from that subject was
that I must do good works in order to achieve perfection in life. Knowing
how inadequate I was, I reckoned that I could never reach that goal.
Adding to my woes, I did not do well for the final year examination
in Secondary School. While I was despairing over the struggles in
life, God stretched out His hand towards me. Through His providence
and leading, I was invited to attend a Gospel meeting by a classmate.
Although initially, I did not understand the preaching of God’s word,
what touched my heart was the hymn, “I Know Who Holds Tomorrow”.
Till today, I still remember the lyrics,
I don’t know about tomorrow,
I just live from day to day.
I don’t borrow from its sunshine,
For its skies may turn to grey.
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I don’t worry o’er the future,
For I know what Jesus said,
And today I’ll walk beside Him,
For He knows what is ahead
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Many things about tomorrow
I don’t seem to understand;
But I know who holds tomorrow,
And I know who holds my hand.
I could recall tears welling up in my eyes as I read the lyrics then. It
seemed to be telling me that I should trust in Jesus and He will take
care of tomorrow. After the service, one of the church members shared
the Gospel with me and I realised that I was a sinner in need of a
Saviour. That day I received Jesus Christ as my Saviour. Perhaps, it
was the spur of the moment that led me to receive Christ, but it was the
yearning for a more peaceful life that steered me to make the decision
there and then.
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I was happy that I found many new friends in church and I even joined
them for Bible study lessons on Saturdays. Thinking back, I thank
God for using the peer influence of friends and the Youth Outreach
Programme to reach out to me. Over time, I was taught the truth of
eternal life by the Sunday School teacher.
My initial attempt to attend church regularly was faced with strong
opposition from my mother. She even threatened to throw me out of
the house if I persisted. Yet I found ways and means to attend and in
December 1990, I got baptised. After that, through God’s grace and
preservation, not only was I spared from my mother’s opposition, I
could even attend church regularly to worship the Lord unhindered.
Praise God that about 11 years after my conversion, my mother started
attending church and by His grace, she was saved too. Certainly, this
could never have happened were it not for the divine work of God.
While attending church, God led me to a wonderful godly lady called
Jessie, and we were married in March 2000. Over time He blessed us
with two sons and a daughter and they are now aged 17, 15 and 11
years, respectively.
In July 2011, my father passed on due to sickness. Brethren from my
mother’s church tried to reach out to him when he was in the hospital
but he was already in a semi-conscious state. My greatest regret thus
far is that I am not sure if he responded to God’s salvation call. Through
this experience, I learned that salvation for our loved ones is urgent for
we may not have the opportunity to reach out to them with the Gospel
one day.
The rest of my siblings still do not know Christ. Having seen how God
has worked miraculously in my mom, it is my constant prayer that one
day God will open their hearts to the Gospel and be saved.
Through a friend’s invitation, my family and I began attending services
at The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship (FCF). We find that the
preaching in this church is Christ-centred and Bible-based, so we
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decided to transfer our church membership to FCF in 2019.
About two years ago, our Adult Sunday School class studied the Book
of James in detail and the key reminder to me is that the outworking
of our faith will manifest in good works. Going through this book of the
Bible helped me to examine my salvation and sanctification afresh,
and to ponder how much of my “old self” continues to dwell in me. I
can only say that God’s patience and grace to me far outweigh what
I can ever imagine.
In January 2020, instead of regular Sunday School classes, FCF
started the Soul Care Ministry which provides a focused platform for
us to learn and grow together in the Lord. Our understanding of God’s
Word will be deepened during the Soul Care Group (SCG) sessions
through discussion and sharing of the application of His Word in our
lives. We also pray for, and fellowship with, one another in order to
build a deeper relationship with each other in the Lord.
The Church is not a mere gathering of people coming together only
on Sundays to worship and study God’s Word. Many of us struggle
in silence over our sins and worldly woes and having brethren come
alongside us to hold us accountable and encourage us during this
period will go a long way. Through the SCG we can demonstrate our
love and care for each other, especially for those with spiritual needs,
and be godly keepers of one another in the family of Christ. As Proverbs
27:17 states, “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”
God has been very gracious to my family and me. As we progress on
our pilgrim journey on earth, it is my prayer that He will continue to
teach us how to bring up our children with continuing fear in Him and
godly virtues. We pray that He will guide them to ministries where they
can serve and grow in their walk with Him, and glorify Him all the days
of their lives.
Andrew Chionh
Andrew is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Testimony

The Fear of God and
the Fear of Man
“I know that whatever God does, it shall be
forever. Nothing can be added to it, and nothing
taken from it. God does it, that men should fear
before Him.” (Ecc 3:14)
The Covid-19 pandemic has struck fear in many
hearts all over the world. People are scared of catching the virus in case
they die; and to those who do not have the hope of eternal life, death is a
fearful thing.
Here is a lesson for us to learn. Our lives are not under our control; rather,
it is under the control of God, the Creator of the universe. Let us fear God
and not men or any form of created things such as the coronavirus.
There was a stage in my life when I feared men and their opinions so much
that I almost went insane. I would like to share with you how God turned
me back to Himself through a major life crisis that I faced.

Getting pregnant was not as easy as I thought. After consulting a few
gynaecologists, I became pregnant but had a miscarriage. I began
to question God as to why He allowed such a thing to happen to me. I
was very depressed and refused to talk to anyone about it. I only shared
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Shortly after our marriage in 1977, my husband Kio Soon went to England
to further his studies and I accompanied him. During the three-and-half
years there we did not plan to start a family. After he had completed
his studies, we came to Singapore to work although both of us were
Malaysians. When Kio Soon had a steady job, we began to try to start a
family. Since Kio Soon is the only son in the family of three girls, his mother
was understandably anxious to have a grandson from him to carry on the
family name.

with one or two very close sisters and they tried to comfort me but failed.
I continued in that state of depression for a long time and in the meantime,
my mother-in-law applied pressure on us to produce a grandson for her.
I went to consult a Christian gynaecologist, Dr Lim, and he used God’s
Word to comfort me. He brought up the examples of how merciful God was
to Sarah and Hannah and answered their prayers in His own time. And he
encouraged me not to give up hope.
When I shared my difficulties with the late Pastor Huang, the previous pastor
of FCF, he asked me, “Do you trust in Jesus Christ?” I knew I had to trust
Him for everything but I was very fearful each time I faced my mother-in-law.
Every time she came from Malaysia to stay with us, she would bring up the
same subject without fail, day in and day out. We had to deal with not only
her but also some well-meaning friends and members of the church who
were concerned about my infertility. I became very withdrawn and refused
to join any church fellowship meetings or ministries for fear of being asked
the same question again and again. At one point I refused to attend service
at my church for fear of people asking me why we did not have a child
after being married for so many years. So, we went to another church
nearer home.
My mother-in-law became so desperate that she suggested that we adopt
a son. Even when Kio Soon rejected the idea, she went ahead, found a
baby, and got all the adoption papers ready for us to sign. She even paid
for all the cost of adoption but we did not agree to it and she became
very angry with us. The ultimatum she gave us was for Kio Soon to take
a second wife to produce a grandson for her. We told her that bigamy in
Singapore was a crime and for Christians, it was committing adultery. At
one point I even contemplated suicide to solve the problem. I thought that
once I was gone, Kio Soon could take another wife to satisfy his mother’s
longing for a grandson!
When I consulted Pastor Huang the second time on the same problem, he
again asked me the same question, “Do you trust in Jesus Christ?” This
time I knew I had to do something about my fear of men. I took the courage
to move on and ignored my mother-in-law’s remarks. I told myself that it
was God’s will that I could not conceive and it was not my fault. I should
submit to God and not allow men to control my feelings and emotions.
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I began to serve in the cleaning ministry in church during weekdays when
the church was empty and also decided to join the nursery ministry to take
care of the babies so that their young parents could worship the Lord in
peace on the Lord’s Day.
For the next ten years, my heart was at peace with God and men but
things began to change. I had been a private tutor for many years but
towards the beginning of the 1990s the number of my students began
to dwindle and at the same time, Kio Soon was very unhappy about his
work situation. His boss was a very harsh and demanding person. Also,
there were some family problems with my mother-in-law, so he decided to
resign from his job and we moved back to Malaysia since we had no roots
in Singapore. We went back to stay with his mother for the next 9 months.
Since we had no job and nothing to do every day, life became very boring
for us. We tried to reach out to his mother with the Gospel and she always
said, “If your God can give you a child then I will believe in Him!”
Finally, we came back to Singapore to start life afresh. Kio Soon applied
for jobs but without success despite sending out many applications. He
was rejected because his experience was not relevant. One day, his exemployer contacted him and to his surprise, his former position was still
vacant. It was as though the Lord had kept that position for him! By then,
the old boss was no longer working there and Kio Soon returned to work
in the same role as before. At the same time, the provision for buying
government housing was extended to permanent residents and we were
able to buy a flat for the first time to settle down in Singapore.
In 1992, over a period of time, I felt sick – my body ached all over and I was
feverish and so, I went to the hospital for a complete medical examination.
When I saw the doctor, he said, “Congratulations Mrs Lim! You are
pregnant!” I could not believe my ears! I had been disappointed so many
times that I had to make sure that it was not a false positive before I could
believe it. I was already 42 years old and married for 15 years and I was
pregnant! What a miracle!
The next year God gave us a healthy and beautiful baby girl and we named
her Yong Hui (singing and praising God for His grace). Holding her in my
arms made me feel like Sarah holding Isaac in hers! In a twinkling of the
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eye, Yong Hui has grown into a young lady, married to a godly young man
and now they have a little girl whom they named Sarah! Every time I hold
Sarah in my arms, I praise God for His wonderful grace showered upon
our family!
The Bible says, “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose
under heaven. He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also He
has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work
that God does from beginning to end.” (Ecc 3:1, 11). Indeed, God works
according to His own timetable and purpose in all things; submitting to His
will is the key to our peace of mind and joy in life.
After Yong Hui’s birth, we brought her to see her grandmother. We again
shared the Gospel with her and this time she said, “She is only a girl! If
you can produce a son, I will believe in your God!” When Yong Hui was
a teenager, my mother-in-law passed away without knowing the joy of
eternal life in Christ.
The fear of men or any created being will only bring us disillusionment,
disappointment and even death but the fear of God gives us hope, joy and
peace, not only in this life but also in eternity.
Solomon also said, “I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice,
and to do good in their lives, and also that every man should eat and drink
and enjoy the good of all his labour – it is the gift of God.” (Ecc 3:12-13).
When we accept everything in our lives as good gifts from our Creator,
even in a cursed world, we can see good in all our works and find meaning
in our short existence on earth. When we fear God, we need fear nothing
else, whereas if we do not fear God, we fear even the shadows before us.
At the end of the Book of Ecclesiastes Solomon said, “Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments,
For this is man’s all.” (Ecc 12:13).
Ching Pui Sang
Pui Sang is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship. Her
testimony was written for her by Dixie Chua.
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Christian Living

Four-fold Love
“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If
you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. These things
I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your
joy may be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay
down one’s life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever
I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does
not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for
all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. You
did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you
ask the Father in My name He may give you. These things I command
you, that you love one another.” (Jn 15:9-17)
In this passage, we read of what happened on that last evening of our
Lord Jesus Christ before His crucifixion. Our Lord is alone with the
disciples. He had washed their feet, had the last supper with them,
talked to them about the ministry of the Holy Spirit and given them the
illustration of the vine and the branches, thus showing them the way
forward. Now on the way to Jerusalem, He is going to talk to them
about love, specifically a four-fold love.
1. The Father’s Love for the Son
In verse 9, Jesus says, “As the Father loved me”, and again in
verse 10, “I abide in His love”. To understand this, we must go back
to the time before the world began. Nothing has been created yet.
God is alone in the eternal wonder and mystery of His three-Person
Godhead, in perfect unity. There are fellowship and communion
amongst the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The whole nature
of the relationship between the Persons of the Godhead is love. If we
can enter into the Godhead, all we can find is pure, perfect, constant
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love which is self-giving and desiring only the happiness of the others.
Because God is the Creator of all things, we have to understand that
the whole foundation of the Universe is love. With this, we begin to
see how fallen the whole Universe is. And this is what makes Adam’s
sin so spiteful. Adam was thinking about himself without respect and
love for God; it was ungodly. That is what makes the world so awful
at this moment. Men and women, the moment they come into the
world, are interested first of all, in themselves; this is ungodly. Jesus is
explaining that it was never like that in eternity or at that moment when
He is speaking. The Father loves the Son, and as He speaks to the
disciples He is basking in His Father’s love; He is enjoying the warm
sunshine of His Father’s love.
2. The Son’s Love for the Disciples
In verse 9, Jesus says, “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved
you.” Exactly as the Father is to the Son, so the Lord Jesus Christ is to
those eleven men with Him, and all Christian men, women and young
people. As God’s love for the Son is eternal, holy, complete, constant,
never changing, and cannot be greater, so is His love for us. This is
how much we are loved.
In this passage, we find proofs of His love in verse 13, “Greater love
has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” Love in
the Scriptures is always self-giving, self-effacing, and more interested
in others than itself. The Lord Jesus on the very next day will lay down
His life for His disciples and the countless number of men, women,
young and old in the ages to come, who believe in Him. More than
that, He is laying down His life for His friends.
The Bible often speaks of friendship. There is the supreme friendship
between Jonathan and David. Only one person in the Old Testament
is said to be a friend of God, and that was Abraham. Here Jesus
treats us as friends and not as servants, although we do serve Him
as servants. What a marvellous relationship we have with Him! As a
Friend, the Lord has told us every secret that we need to know. We
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don’t even reveal our deepest secrets to our closest friend, yet the
Son of God’s love is so great that He has kept nothing back that the
Father wants us to know. Another proof of His love is that He initiates
the friendship. Verse 16a expresses this well, “You did not choose
Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear
fruit …” God loves the Son and the Son loves us. Heaven is a world of
love and Heaven has come to the Earth. That is how we experience
something of Heaven in our souls.
3. The Disciples’ Love for the Son
What is true of every Christian is that they love Christ. They love that
Person who has loved them first. In verse 9 we read, “As the Father
loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in my love.” In other words, we
are to bask in His love like taking in the sunshine. We are to enjoy,
soak in and live in the light of it. The Son truly basks perfectly in the
Father’s love. However, we bask imperfectly in the Son’s love. Verse
10 explains it, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in
His love.” The Lord Jesus Christ was and is perfectly obedient to
everything the Father wishes and desires. There is never any tension
between them. The Son truly enjoys the Father’s love. We are asked
to bask in His love. But the pathway is the same. There is a direct
correlation between your obedience and your enjoyment of His love.
As we walk the path of obedience, God visits us with rich spiritual
experiences in the warming of the heart and actual enjoyment of His
love. You cannot separate true Christian experience from Christian
duty and living. If you are not obeying His command or are leaving a
duty unfulfilled, you are spoiling your enjoyment of God. That is why
Jesus says in verse 11, “These things I have spoken to you that My
joy may remain in you and that your joy may be full.” Christian joy is
closely related to basking in the love of God. You must keep these
words of our Lord constantly before you, “If you love me keep my
commandments.” You do so by walking with Jesus who is your eternal
and constant love.
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4. The Disciples Are to Love One Another
We read in verse 12, “This is my commandment that you love one
another as I have loved you.” As the Father’s love for the Son is
unconditional and the Son’s love for the Father is unconditional, so
also should our love be toward each other. It should be a constant,
holy, self-giving love; a love which is longing for the happiness of
the other, welcoming the other, caring and thinking of the other. But
so often we don’t do it. Love does not make another Christian look
small by blowing our own trumpet. Love does not forget the needs
of another. Love is not rude, insensitive or unforgiving. Our love for
one another must be modelled on God’s love. We are to be godly and
Christ-like. You are made for relationships in the church modelled on
the very character of God. That is the reason why you are redeemed
to be brought back to God and to be in fellowship with Him again.
The Gospel is much about relationships. If relationships among
Christians are bad, then it is ungodly. Where misunderstanding leads
to suspicion, gossip, accusation, it is ungodly. The church is to be a
reflection of the character of God to the point where Paul says that if
there is an unbeliever among you, he should be able to say, “Indeed
God is among them”. In fact, in the early church, there was such a
sense of God, such love and concern for each other that the ungodly
felt out of place among them. Let the commandment of our Lord to
love one another be our action in the church.
Conclusion
When we think of the Father’s love for the Son, we should admire and
worship Him. When we think of the Son’s love for us, we should give
thanks. When we think of our love for the Son, we should repent of our
lack of it. When we think of our love for each other, we should resolve
to make our relationships reflect that great relationship which is within
the Godhead Himself.
Chua Eu Jin
Eu Jin is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.

Fishers I

31

Christian Living

What is Christian Unity?
“For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing
the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him
we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,
in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” (Eph 2:14-22)
Introduction
Differences between Jewish and Gentile Christians were threatening
to disrupt the unity of the church at Ephesus. From a spiritual
perspective, both Jews and Gentiles were saved by grace through
faith in Jesus but the practical outworking of unity within the church
required unreserved submission to God. We may not have any
Jewish Christians in our midst but Christians in churches have divided
over age, gender, ethnicity, occupation and even church practices.
God chose Israel out of all the nations, not because they were better
or stronger than others but out of love, and He chose each Gentile
Christian for the same reason. It had nothing to do with any favourable
traits or merits in any of us. God gave the Jews ceremonial laws and
the mark of circumcision because it was His intention for the Gospel
to be proclaimed through a chosen people. Instead, it became an
occasion for boasting and condescension towards the Gentiles.
Many Jews believed that salvation is through Judaism rather than
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by faith in Christ alone and Gentiles could not be saved unless they
first embraced Judaism. When Herod’s temple was in existence, only
Jews were allowed into the inner courts while Gentiles were restricted
to the outer courts by a dividing wall. Jewish women were further
separated from Jewish men by another dividing wall. The Gentiles
could only look with envy at the privileges conferred upon the Jews by
their proximity to the Holy of Holies, which symbolised the presence
of God. This segregation of Jews and Gentiles had been abolished
at Calvary as all who belong to Jesus have been brought into the
presence of God by His blood. At the Cross, there is no longer any
distinction between Jews and Gentiles, male and female, free men
and slaves because all are equal in God’s sight. No one is superior
because all are saved by grace through faith in Jesus alone.
This separation of Jews and Gentiles within the Ephesian church along
lines of ethnicity was not unexpected given the history of the nation
Israel. Sadly, segregation in churches continues to disrupt church unity
today when Christians choose to focus on differences instead of their
oneness in the Lord. Paul reminded the Ephesian Christians where
each stood in the presence of God after being saved, highlighting
their unity rather than differences. He wanted them to understand that
there are no excuses for alienation of any group of believers within the
church of God.
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Christians have a different understanding of what constitutes unity in
the church. Does unity mean that we must all agree on everything
and Christians must never have any differences in opinion? Does
it mean that we cannot express our views strongly but graciously?
God has gifted the church with people of different characters, gifts
and talents; and conflicts are inevitable when we begin to serve and
work closely together. How do we move forward in the church if there
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is disagreement in opinions? A clear biblical understanding of church
unity will enable us to serve together even if we differ in our opinions
because we want to preserve unity and not uniformity.
Unity is Possible as Christ is Our Peace
Peace is usually defined as the cessation of hostility between two
parties but Paul had in mind something greater. Jesus brought us
into the presence of God and ended the hostility between God and
redeemed men. The peace achieved through Him also secured unity
between Jews and Gentiles. He did so by creating each sinner as a
new man, thus ending the enmity between them. This unity was not
achieved by Gentiles becoming Jews or the formation of a mixed-race
of Jews and Gentiles like the Samaritans. Instead, when we came to
Jesus, we released our hold on our identity and are now identified with
Christ. All barriers, distinctions of standing before God between Jews
or Gentiles have been abolished on the Cross and removed. Jesus
broke down the dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles, making
them one. The new man was created with a distinct identity, not a
mixture of the two. That is why Christians from different ethnic, gender
and social strata can have unity because each one is new in Christ.
It is unity crafted out of enmity so that there is one new man created
from the two, thus making peace.
The peace that Christ brought is both horizontal, between Jews and
Gentiles as well as vertical between God and men. The creation of
the new man also points to our resurrection in Christ. Whether Jews
or Gentiles, we must first die to self and then be raised to a new life
in Christ. Paul wrote, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 Cor
5:17). Only then can we become a new creation. We are not broken
pottery and utensils glued together to look like new – but we are a
wholly new creation. We will still retain some of our characteristics
after salvation but our relationship with God, with other Christians and
with the world changes radically after our salvation. Sadly, conflicts
within the church often arise because Christians allow sinful ways
of the old self to take charge instead of behaving like the new man
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created in Christ.
Jesus Fulfilled the Ceremonial Laws
What made the Jews most distinct from the Gentiles in daily life were
the ceremonial laws, which Jesus fulfilled at the Cross. Many of the
Jews, including some of the Lord’s disciples, had always believed that
Gentiles could only be saved by keeping the ceremonial laws such as
abstaining from certain foods, practising circumcision and observing
holy days. If the ceremonial laws had persisted in the church, all
Gentile men would have had to be circumcised, women relegated to
the outer courts of worship, and Jews and Gentiles could not eat or
cook together unless the Gentiles chose to observe kosher practices.
The moral laws were not done away with because Jesus had clearly
stated in Matt 5:17-18 that He did not come to take away the moral laws
but to fulfil them. However, when He finished His work at the Cross,
all the rituals and ceremonial laws for Judaism were made redundant.
The Jews had failed miserably in keeping the ceremonial laws, so
why would God demand Gentiles be saved through keeping the
ceremonial laws or circumcision? Like the Jews and their ceremonial
laws, some Christians find it hard to accept changes and insist on
preserving tradition and practices instead of what is prescribed in
Scripture. This has led to churches splitting over Bible versions to be
used, choice of music during worship, and even church practices that
no longer served their purpose.
Christians United as an Integral Part of God’s Temple
In vv. 19-22, Paul described Christians as being built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets with Jesus as the chief cornerstone.
As citizens of God’s kingdom, we enjoy all the privileges accorded
to the citizens of the heavenly kingdom. However, Christians are not
just citizens but have been received into the family of God. Jesus
proclaimed that anyone who does the will of the Father is considered
His brother, sister and mother (Matt 12:50). And if being in the family
of God was not enough, Christians have become an integral part of
the temple that God is building and continues to build until the day our
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Lord returns. We are inextricably linked to Jesus in the temple of God.
The foundation upon which this temple is built is the teachings of the
apostles and the prophets. The apostles and prophets themselves
are not the foundation, but they laid the foundation through their
teachings. Therefore, no new foundation needs to be laid and there
can be no changes to the foundation of the church once laid. Our
duty as a church is to hold fast to and build upon, the foundation that
has already been laid. Jesus is the chief cornerstone of the temple
and this cornerstone will not be swept away even if floods were to
wash away all the other stones. The purpose of the cornerstone is to
align the rest of the building and serve as the single, central point of
reference for the rest of the structure. Every single stone in the temple
must take its alignment from the chief cornerstone.
No one can claim to be a Christian and have no relationship with
Jesus, the chief cornerstone. He is the single most important and only
defining point of the church. Separated from Him, the church has no
meaning or purpose. Every Christian must be built up in Him in order
to grow into the holy temple of God.
Each stone (Christian) coming together forms the temple of God.
Christians find their place and function within the church in relation to
other Christians only when aligned with Jesus as the chief cornerstone.
What makes each stone suitable is its holiness since we are building
a holy temple. We have been called out of darkness and saved from
our sins so that we become holy just as He is holy.
What is so special about Christians being the temple of God? This
temple is described as being built, joined together and growing in the
Lord. We were dead in our sins (i.e. spiritually unable to respond) and
now have been made alive and growing under the care of a loving
God. There is no building once completed that is still able to grow but
the temple of God is growing because each stone is alive and growing.
The church is made up of imperfect sinners but every Christian called
into the church of God is fitted perfectly for His purpose.
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The word “fitted” indicates stones so closely moulded together that
they are perfectly joined one to another without the need for glue or
cement. Every true believer is a fitted stone and even though each
stone varies in size and character, no one is redundant. No two stones
in God’s temple are alike or serve the same purpose, but they have
all been shaped to serve the purpose of God. We may not get along
with this Christian or dislike the way another Christian behaves, but
ultimately all the saints within the temple of God will fulfil His purpose.
There are no mistakes and no defects in the temple of God. Everyone
has been chosen by God and fits into His wonderful plan for His
temple. Even those who appear out of sync with the rest will be used
by God as rough stones to smoothen the rest of us so that in the end,
all are fitted together as part of the holy temple of God. More stones
are being added each day, finding their purpose within the church of
God. Each one fits perfectly only because of their relationship with the
chief cornerstone.
We are all being built together to be the dwelling place of God. Paul uses
a particular word for dwelling place that indicates the inner sanctuary
where the Shekinah Glory of God dwells. God has His dwelling place
on this earth and it is found in the lives of every saint saved by Jesus.
The indication of God’s presence with us is the presence of the Spirit
in every believer within the church of God.
Conclusion
It is only when we have understood our position and privileges in
Christ that we can come together in the church with unity. We can look
beyond our differences and see that all are new in Christ and hence in
unity with other Christians. Unity can only happen if we die to self and
selfishness is dealt with so that Christ lives in us and peace becomes
a reality. That is what unity in the church means!
Tan Chee Eng
Chee Eng is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Books Available
The following books are published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship
and available to Fishers readers at no charge.

What You Should Know About
Attending Church Meetings
Many factors can affect the spiritual
life of a Christian. A Christian who
attends church meetings regularly
is likely to be in a better state than
one who does not.

Footprints in the Snow
This autobiographical work is a moving
testimony recounting God’s wonderful
grace in the life of the author.
(English, Chinese Simplified Version and
Myanmar language)

From Generation
To Generation
Have you read the sequel to
Footprints in the Snow, which
is a testimony of God’s grace
in the life of Dr Dixie Chua?
Order your copy today!

Requests for Resources
Name: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms
Address:

Country:

Postal Code:

Email Address:
I agree that The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, its representatives or authorised
intermedaries may use the above particulars to send me publications of the Christian
faith and/or contact me on the activities of the Fellowship.

Signature

Date

Please indicate the resources you require:
Magazine Subscription
Fishers
Other Publications
What You Should Know About Attending Church Meetings by Huang Ee Yuen
Footprints in the Snow by Dr Dixie Chua

English

From Generation To Generation by Dr Dixie Chua

Chinese
Simplified

Myanmar
Language

Change of Address:

For existing subscribers, if you have moved, let us have the following information:
Your Name, Subscriber Number (found at the top left hand corner of your address label),
Old Address and New Address.
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We Believe…
• the original writings of the Old and New Testaments, namely, the present
66 volumes of the Scriptures, are infallible and unique in their divine
inspiration, authority and sufficiency.
• there is one God, yet with three distinct persons (the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit) who are co-equal and to whom equal honour is due.
• Jesus Christ is the only begotten and eternal Son of God.
– He truly became man, being begotten of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary.
– His death was a sacrifice to God and a propitiation for the remission
of sins.
– He was raised from the dead in His physical body.
– He ascended to the right hand of God, and is now the all-sufficient High
Priest of His people.
– He will come again to receive His people unto Himself, and to set up
His Kingdom.
• in consequence of the Fall, sin came in, and man became ‘lost’, and at
‘enmity against God’ and ‘without strength’ to do the will of God.
• the Holy Spirit’s work is essential in regeneration and sanctification.
• the justification of the sinner before God is by faith alone. Every justified
one is also born of God. Such new birth results in and is made evident by
holiness of life and good works.
• at death the spirit of man does not cease to exist or become unconscious.
The dead will be raised bodily either to life or to condemnation, and
the blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will
be eternal.
• the Devil, also called Satan, who deceives the whole world, is a person.

Our Mission…
The Fishers magazine is published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship,
Singapore. Our mission is to present the Gospel of salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ and to promote Christian spiritual growth. It is sent to
you at no charge, and its upkeep depends on God who supplies all our
needs through faithful Christians who feel a burden in this work.

Please address all enquiries to:
“The Editors of Fishers, The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship,
132 Margaret Drive, Singapore 149301.”
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