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Fishers

Tell to the Generations to Come
“No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has 

seen Him or knows Him.”
1 John 3:6
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Never underestimate the power of the Gospel explained and 
exemplified in the home.

This issue has two testimonies, A Life Worth Living: Not I, But Christ 
and God’s Gift of Eternal Joy and Blessing, both recounting how two 
people came to Christ. What is interesting about these stories is the 
impact of the Christian mothers upon their children and how that 
faith came to be a personal trust in the Lord Jesus Christ through 
the influence of other faithful believers in the church. My Christian 
Heritage extends the Gospel trail to many generations, as God 
graciously saved one generation after another through the witness of 
a chain of witnessing followers of Christ.

The Gospel that saves is made clear in the article Jesus and Eternity – 
Do You Care?, while Redemption: Liberation is the first of a forthcoming 
series of articles detailing individual aspects of God’s salvation.  
Two articles warn church-goers about ongoing sin: Why Should I Care 
About Sin? and The Fool Has Said in His Heart, “There is No God.” 
We must take seriously the statement of the Apostle John, “No one 
who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him.”  
(1 Jhn 3:6). If this verse confuses you, you will find the above two 
articles helpful to you.

2 I Fishers
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A Life Worth Living: Not I, 
But Christ

Testimony

As a young boy growing up in Brunei, my first encounter with the Name 
of Jesus left me with the impression that this Person was just a very 
good man who performed miracles and was powerful. What struck me 
as intriguing was that Jesus was willing to die on the cross for the sins 
of mankind and subsequently resurrected on the third day. After He 
appeared to all His disciples, He ascended to Heaven. That knowledge 
formed the basis of my early appreciation of Christianity, made possible 
by God through my Christian mother.

At the church in Brunei, I was taught to obey by doing all that was good 
– thanking God for everything and forgiving those who sinned against 
me. I found the teachings acceptable and was content to believe without 
understanding what they truly meant. At the same time, my unbelieving 
grandfather and father brought me to worship their gods.

When I received a scholarship to study in Singapore, I took much pride 
in it as I was an arrogant person. I felt that this remarkable milestone in 
my life was attributed, in part to my mother but mainly to my intelligence 
and effort. With hindsight, it is all due to God’s providence that He 
gave me a second chance to know Him in a far more personal and life- 
transforming manner.

When I failed my first examinations, I was devastated because I realised 
that I was not as capable or intelligent as I thought. Back in Brunei, I used 
to be an outstanding student, but I could not even pass my examinations 
in Singapore. Unwilling to acknowledge my shortcomings, I attributed my 
failure to my church attendance on Sundays. Unlike my non-churchgoing 
classmates who had an extra day to study, I appeared disadvantaged. 
So, to catch up with my peers, I stopped attending church to study in the 
hope of acing my exams. Every Saturday, my Sunday school teacher 
from church would call me to ask if I would attend church the next day.  
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I often asked my friend to take the phone call and lie that I was not around 
to dodge his questions. This ruse persisted for about six months.

Although I did not attend church, I did nothing worthwhile to bolster my 
grades either. In fact, during the next half of the year, I joined my friends 
in their wild pursuits of pleasure every Sunday. Unsurprisingly, my grades 
for the third term were so deplorable that I received a warning letter from 
the Ministry of Education. They warned me to get my act together or 
risk having my scholarship revoked. Feeling disheartened, I began to 
reflect on all that had happened. I questioned the purpose of studying. 
Did it matter if I could or could not catch up with my studies? What is 
the meaning of life? After pondering for a while, I did not arrive at any 
answers, so I shrugged off those concerns and resumed my lifestyle. 

Not long after that, I attended a dinner and dance event where I met a girl 
I had a crush on for quite some time. I was on cloud nine for being able 
to dance with her that evening. On the way back to the hostel, my friends 
began to taunt me in some light-hearted banter. One of them said, “Are 
you satisfied now? I bet if someone were to push you off the cliff now and 
you died, you would have died happily without regrets, right?” I laughed 
and nodded. 

Back in my room, the issue of death popped up again in my mind. “What is 
the meaning of life?” I thought. “Is the thrill of dancing with my eye candy 
enough to make my life meaningful or fulfilling?” It seemed rather shallow 
and foolish to base my entire life on one frivolous girl-crush experience. 

Even if I had achieved all my goals or gained outstanding achievements 
in life, did it mean that my life would be purposeful and satisfying? What 
troubled me most then was what lay beyond my earthly life. If I were to 
die there and then, where would I be? Images of Hell told to me by my 
grandfather stoked my imagination. And then, there was the biblical truth 
shared with me by my Sunday school teacher about the lake of fire that 
awaits those who die without Christ as their Saviour. I began to dread the 
prospect of not being able to go to Heaven. For the first time, I felt lost, 
afraid, and vulnerable.
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Troubled about my destiny in life and beyond, I began to wait for my 
Sunday school teacher to call me eagerly. When he called, I answered 
the phone immediately. I asked him if he knew I had been evading him. 
He said he was aware and had been praying for my brother and me. He 
also reassured me that the love of God compelled him to persist in calling 
me without feeling discouraged. Upon hearing that, I asked him, “I had 
been lying all along. Will God allow me to go to Heaven? I am scared of 
going to Hell.” And his reply was, “If God had wanted us to be sinless to 
qualify for Heaven, then it would have been unnecessary for Jesus to die 
on the cross for the sins of mankind, and His resurrection would have 
been meaningless.” He told me about what Jesus achieved on the cross. 
He had redeemed us from our sins through His death and resurrection 
and had overcome sin and death. What He had accomplished on the 
cross satisfied God, and all who believed in Him and repented of their 
sins would be made righteous. His sharing resonated with my memories 
of what I had heard about Jesus Christ and other Bible stories of God’s 
love and His righteousness as a child.

After that phone call, I returned to my room immediately with tears 
streaming down my face. I threw myself on the bed and prayed to God, 
confessing my sins and repented. I decided to receive Christ as my 
Saviour and asked God to strengthen my faith. That was not the first 
time I prayed to receive Jesus Christ. My uncle, a preacher, had shared 
the Gospel with me before I came to Singapore. He asked if I believed, 
and I nodded without much thought as I had often heard about Jesus 
while at church. After my uncle led me to say the sinner’s prayer, my 
understanding of who Jesus was to me did not grow; I was not born again.

Nevertheless, that life-changing evening after speaking to my Sunday 
school teacher was significantly different. The next day, I went to church, 
and I had a newfound understanding of what it meant to be a Christian. 
The teacher showed me the words of Jesus and His promises from 
the Bible. Jesus said no one comes to the Father except through Him  
(Jhn 14:6), and he who believes in Christ has eternal life (Jhn 6:47). 
I finally found the answer to the meaning of life in the Bible, which is 
to live for the glory of God. Ecc 12:13 says, “Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 
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From then on, my life changed. I no longer live without hope or purpose. 
I know that there is life after death and how I should live my life. God 
did not create man to figure out life on his own. He created us to have a 
relationship with Him and to glorify Him. Anything short of that purpose 
would be futile. It is no longer about living for myself and satisfying my 
pride in life. 

After receiving Christ as my personal Saviour, I was comforted by the 
promise of eternal life by Jesus. All along, I had thought that I was 
competent and self-sufficient. Now I know that I am nothing compared to 
the immense power and grace of God, for I cannot even control when I 
will die or where I will be after death. Even though I do not know whether 
I will suffer a slow and painful death or that my life will end unexpectedly, 
I am confident that I will be with God after I die. All that happens in this 
world is within God’s power because He is the Creator of the universe, 
and nothing is beyond His control. I know that He loves those who belong 
to Him and will surely take care of them. As I draw closer to God in my 
journey of faith, I find myself yearning to leave this sin-filled world to meet 
the Lord in Heaven – a perfect place without sin. I no longer dread the 
end of the world or the day when I take my last breath. 

Being a Christian does not mean leading a smooth and sin-free life, 
although I no longer strive to satisfy my ego and glory in my school or 
career achievements. Living a God-honouring life is challenging because, 
being a sinner saved by the grace of God, I have to learn to surrender 
various aspects of my life to God as I seek to please Him. The Christian 
walk of faith is not always smooth, but God is there to lead and direct our 
steps towards Him.

Indeed, God causes everything to happen for the good of those who love 
Him (Rom 8:28). I count myself blessed to have been able to savour the 
goodness of God in this life that He has given to me. It is no longer about 
me but about Christ who lives in me, and that is why life is worth living.

Tang Tung Ngie
Tung Ngie is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Testimony

God’s Gift of Eternal Joy 
and Blessing 

I grew up in a traditional Chinese family. Though a macho type, my 
father was indulgent, whereas my mother was stricter in her parenting 
style. As I am the younger of two children, my parents doted on me 
and always showered me with praise. To please them, I strived to 
excel in all that I did, and gradually, I became a very proud person. 

One day, my mother’s friend brought her to attend Sunday school in a 
church, and my brother and I went along with her. I was still very young 
then and did not understand much about the Gospel. I remember that 
I sang songs and listened to the stories with other children. What 
impressed me most was the second of the Ten Commandments 
recorded in the Bible, which says, “You shall not make for yourself 
an idol or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the water under the earth” (Exo 20:4). The Sunday 
school teacher, as well as my mother, always reminded me to obey 
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this commandment. I was very compliant and did not get involved in 
my father’s ancestor worship rituals. Although my father did not force 
us to worship our ancestors back then, he strongly objected to us 
attending church. As a result, the Christian faith gradually slipped out 
of my mind.

When I entered the workforce in my twenties, I was preoccupied 
with pursuing wealth, fame, and a relationship. I was very naive 
then, thinking that life would be beautiful as long as I had a job to 
earn a living, then got married and had kids. A few years later, I 
was married and later had a daughter. However, my marital life was 
far from satisfactory. Soon I was separated from my husband, and 
subsequently, we divorced. I began to feel insecure about life, and I 
cried almost every day. I felt that there was no one I could turn to and 
loneliness engulfed me. I often blamed myself for the mistakes I made 
and questioned why all these should happen to me.

My cousin often encouraged me to attend church, but I repeatedly 
turned her down on the pretext of having no time and because I felt 
troubled deep inside me. However, I thank God for His grace and 
unfailing love towards me that I was brought back to church through 
the prompting of the Holy Spirit. I had the opportunity to know Him 
again when I joined the newcomers’ class at The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ 
Fellowship. I began to understand more about the Gospel and learned 
that God is holy and righteous, which means that He will not leave the 
guilty unpunished but will punish every sin. I knew that I am a sinner, 
and I cannot come before God on my merit. But because of God’s 
incredible love, He sent His only Son – the incarnate Jesus Christ – 
to this world to be the Saviour so that man can come to Him through 
Jesus Christ. At that time, I asked myself why I had not known the 
Lord earlier. If I had, I would not have wasted so much time. Thank 
God, it is never too late to come back to Him. In the past, I was like 
a rebellious child enjoying all kinds of worldly pleasures that grieved 
God’s heart and eventually caused me much distress. But in fact, God 
has never left or forsaken me; He had been waiting for me to repent 
and return to Him. 
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In Oct 2015, some brethren shared the Gospel with me, and I 
confessed my sins before the Lord. I repented and received Jesus 
Christ as my personal Saviour. I thank the Lord for choosing me, once 
a lost sheep, now returned to the bosom of the Shepherd – our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Before I received the Lord, I did not have peace in my heart and 
constantly felt anxious about life as I could not help sinning. However, 
after my conversion, I am now more aware of God’s presence in my 
life, and His peace and joy fill my heart. I no longer feel troubled about 
life, and I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ will lead me all the way 
ahead. Though I still sin as a Christian, He will always direct me back 
to the path of righteousness. As I learn to depend on Him daily, many 
of my habits gradually changed. In the past, I was not eager to read 
the Bible because I could not understand it. Now, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, I love reading the Bible and coming to understand its truth. 

Even though I am a single mother, I am confident to face life’s 
challenges each day because I can rely on the Lord to help me. 
The Bible says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.” (Jhn 3:16). Those who place their trust in Him, He will 
never turn them away.

The Bible also says, “No temptation has overtaken you but such 
as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to 
be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.”  
(1 Cor 10:13). These are precious promises given to me by God. 
Not only can I depend on the Lord to live each day confidently, but I 
also have eternal hope in Heaven, which is indeed an eternal joy and 
blessing to me. All thanks be to God! 

Jessie Seow
Jessie is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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“I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and now, I am sure, dwells 
in you as well.” (2 Tim 1:5).

Right from a young age, his mother and grandmother had taught 
Timothy to fear God. At God’s right timing, the living seed of faith, 
planted in his heart by God, readily sprang up in response to the 
Gospel call, and he embraced Christianity with sincere conviction. 
In this verse, Paul commends Timothy’s faith and the faith of his 
grandmother and mother to exhort him. Although his journey of faith 
began well with a godly background, he has now to make progress 
and advancement. 

Whenever I come to this verse, I remember how my mother tried to 
impart her faith to us even when we were young. During the war, 
when we were in Kunming, China, Mother would take the four of us 
to church by hiring a horse-driven carriage, the only public transport 
in the village. Father was a non-believer, and he was just too pleased 
to have some quietness, alone at home! After the war, we returned 
to Hong Kong, and my mother continued to encourage us to attend 
church on Sundays. Although we cannot inherit faith in Christ from our 
parents, early exposure to the Word of God does have its advantages. 

My Christian Heritage
Christian Living
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According to Mother, we came from many generations of Christians, 
and I had often wondered who was the first ancestor in this big family 
to receive the salvation of Christ.

One day I received an email from Linda, my maternal nephew’s wife. 
She had heard some fantastic anecdotes about some of our ancestors 
and wanted to know if those stories were true. I had not heard them 
before, but her questions aroused intense curiosity in me about our 
ancestors. I recalled that my sister living in Hawaii had given me some 
materials about them many years ago. But I was not interested then 
because I did not know anyone above my grandfather’s generation. 
Their names had meant nothing to me, but now I want to learn more 
about them. So, I dug out those materials from my cupboard, gave 
them a good dusting, and began to do some research. 

I found a book titled ‘To Spread the Glory – A Thousand Years 
of Heritage.’ It is the genealogy of the Woo family that dates back  
32 generations! As I opened the book to read, I found that the first 24 
pages resembled the first nine chapters of 1 Chronicles in the Bible: 
so and so begot so and so, lived for so many years and died, and  
so on. The first generation began with Woo Kwan, who lived in  
AD. 960 during the Sung Dynasty. Because no one knew anything 
about his origin, where he came from, and who his parents were, the 
author likened him to Melchizedek in the Bible, “He is without father or 
mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life”  
(Heb 7:3). What an interesting comparison!

All the names were written in Chinese and then translated to English. 
That was necessary because many Woo descendants, now spread 
worldwide, could no longer read Chinese. 

The genealogical information was boring until I came to the 31st 
generation and saw this record, ‘Dixie married to Chua Eu Jin of 
Singapore.’ Then at the 32nd generation, I found my two children’s 
names, Linette and Linus. So, with my interest piqued, I went back 
to check how and when the Wong family, my mother’s side, became 
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connected to the Woo family. 

At the 29th generation, I noticed that many of the sons had Christian 
names – John, Peter, Benjamin, Philip, etc. I had a strong desire to 
determine who was the first Christian convert in this massive Family 
Tree. I always knew that most of the families on my mother’s side 
claimed to be Christians. Their children were baptised when they 
were infants, including myself. Many of the relatives were professing 
Christians who went to church occasionally. I, too, thought that I was 
a Christian because I was baptised as an infant. Later, I faithfully 
attended church services, sang in the choir, enjoyed attending 
Summer Bible Camps, etc. But I was not genuinely converted to the 
Christian faith until I was in my twenties. Well, that is another story.

The pivotal character in the genealogy was Woo Him Hunk (1830-
1889), living in the 27th generation. He was the third son of a rich 
man called Woo Chuen, an official in the Ching Dynasty in China. 
Him Hunk held a magistrate position in Kwangtung at one time. One 
day his father sent him back to their hometown called ‘Buddha Hill’ 
to check on the family’s well-being. He travelled by way of Hong 
Kong and by the providence of God, heard the Gospel preached, 
and was converted. The details of his conversion are unclear, but the 
clan expelled him in wrath for allying himself with the foreign ‘devils’. 
However, his faith must have been so strong that it was enough to 
weather such severe persecution. In those days, the government 
rewarded anyone who captured a Christian and reported him to the 
authorities. Him Hunk and a younger preacher were caught by the 
mob once, but they managed to escape miraculously!

After his conversion, the German missionaries trained him to be a 
preacher, and later, he became the minister of a Lutheran Church in 
Canton. So, in His mercy, this was how God called Him Hunk out of 
darkness into His marvellous light so that he may pass the Christian 
heritage to his posterity.

As Him Hunk’s first wife died young, he married a second wife, and 
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together they had seven sons and four daughters. Their eldest son, 
Yee Bew, emigrated to the United States and became the first Chinese 
clergyman of the Episcopal Church in Hawaii. 

Him Hunk’s eldest daughter, Gaing Wan, married Wong Yui Sun, and 
together, they had 16 children! Some did not survive. Their sixth son, 
Benjamin Wong, a medical doctor, begot Beatrice, and Beatrice gave 
birth to Dixie; that’s me! Gaing Wan’s thirteenth son, Po Lum, became 
a minister in the Anglican church in Hong Kong.

Something even more amazing emerged as I read on. Him Hunk 
had a younger son called Ye Dung, who had five sons and three 
daughters. Among the sons was Woo Yan Tak, a well-known preacher 
and evangelist in Hong Kong. I recall a pastor by that name who was a 
good friend of our late Pastor, Huang Ee Yuen. Whenever Pastor Woo 
of Hephzibah Evangelical Centre, Hong Kong, came to Singapore, he 
would minister to our congregation in Cantonese, and I would interpret 
for him in English. I wondered if this Pastor Woo was the same person 
as the one in the Woo Family Tree. But Pastor Woo had gone to be 
with the Lord in 2005. Where can I find the answer? 

Pastor Woo had a son called Peter, whom I knew from the Hong Kong 
University Christian Association in the 1960s. So, after finding his 
email address, I wrote to him, attaching part of the Woo Family Tree, 
and asked him whether we were related. The next day I received the 
answer – Pastor Woo Yan Tak was my grandfather’s cousin, which 
makes Peter my mother’s second cousin, and hence, my uncle! It was 
a joy to discover our rich Christian heritage! Among our ancestors, 
we had ministers from various denominations – Lutheran, Episcopal, 
Anglican, Evangelical, Independent, and now my son, Linus, is a 
Reformed church pastor!

When all this excitement and joy finally settled down, I asked myself, 
“Is there any spiritual meaning in all this searching for family links 
and relationships?” It was certainly not a vain and fruitless exercise 
because I learned several precious lessons through it.
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Do Not Despise Your Birthright
Missionaries from the West had given up their comfortable life to heed 
God’s call to bring the Gospel to China. God mercifully called one 
of our ancestors out of darkness so that his posterity may come to 
know Him. How blessed and privileged it is for those who are born into 
Christian families! May they never take their faith and birthright lightly. 
Those of us who have the privilege of coming in contact with God’s 
Word early in life should cling to the truth passed down to us from our 
parents. May we, in time, receive Christ’s salvation and bow before 
Him as our Lord and Saviour! As for Christian parents, it is our sacred 
duty to impart the truth of God’s Word to our children. Who knows 
whether one day God will call any of them to serve Him full-time! We 
cannot inherit faith, but it is undoubtedly advantageous to know God 
and His Word early in life, just like Timothy in the Bible. 

Relationships Make a Difference
Another lesson I learnt is that relationships can change our desire, 
interest, and perspective about many things. Our late Pastor Huang 
was a good friend of Pastor Woo. They often consulted each other 
on matters concerning the churches they were pastoring. Whenever 
Pastor Woo’s church published a new book, we would receive copies 
of them for our Chinese-speaking congregation. I used to give those 
materials a miss as I found it laborious to read books written in 
Chinese. 

After living in Singapore for more than 50 years, my command of the 
Chinese language had deteriorated. But once I realised my relationship 
with Pastor Woo, I became interested in reading his books, finding out 
about his teaching, theology, ministry, and life. He started his walk with 
the Lord well and ended his life well. I wondered how he persevered 
and kept his faith all those years. His life was a great encouragement 
to many. His ministry impacted many people in his generation and 
future generations through the writings he left behind. Someone 
from his church told me that he was like a caring father to his flock. 
Unfortunately, I cannot inform him of our relationship, but I can still 
fellowship with him through reading his books.
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Why is there such a change in my attitude toward this servant of  
the Lord? It all boils down to relationships.

Christianity is About Relationships
Christianity is not just one of the world’s religions; it is about 
our relationship with God and His Son, Jesus Christ. Before our 
conversion, the Bible, God’s Word, carried very little meaning for 
us. At most, we would treat it as a book full of moral teachings. But 
once we have received Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord, the 
Bible becomes our daily bread, and we devour each chapter for our 
spiritual nourishment. God adopted us into His family; He is our loving 
heavenly Father, and His Son Jesus Christ is our elder Brother! What 
a wonderful relationship we have in this spiritual Family. If you find the 
Bible dull and uninteresting, ask yourself, “What is the relationship 
between God and me? Do I love Him enough to want to know Him and 
obey Him through His Word?”

If you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour and yet 
you have no desire to talk to Him through prayer or read His Word to 
know Him and to obey His commandments, you need to re-examine 
the genuineness of your faith. Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my 
commandments” (Jhn 14:15). Do you have a loving relationship with 
your Lord and Saviour and with other believers?

Conclusion
It has been three weeks since I received Linda’s email asking me 
about the authenticity of some of the anecdotes she heard about our 
ancestors. I need to give her my reply after searching through the 
documents at hand. Well, my answer is that I still do not know whether 
those anecdotes are real, but I discovered something vital to me – my 
rich Christian heritage! What a blessing!

Dixie Chua
Dixie is an editor of Fishers.
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Matt 16:1-17

The Purpose of Miracles
Matt 16:1 reports that “… the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to 
test him they asked him to show them a sign from heaven.” The 
Pharisees and Sadducees sought out Jesus. Why? They asked Him 
for a sign from heaven, even though they had already witnessed or 
heard of the many astounding miracles done by Jesus. 

By that time, Jesus’ fame had already spread widely in Israel and 
Syria. Often, large crowds came to hear His preaching of the Gospel 
of the Heavenly Kingdom and “brought him all the sick, those afflicted 
with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those 
having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them” (Matt 4:24). 
Breath-taking miracles were common in His ministry as recorded in 
Scripture – “the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up…” (Matt 11:5). 

Miracles reveal God’s power and purposes, and Jesus’ signs and 
wonders point to the reality that the Kingdom of God has come. Jesus 
is the Saviour of the world who came to fulfil everything concerning 
Him in the Scriptures. In other words, the miracles authenticated the 
person and teaching of Jesus.

It was not difficult for Jesus to perform any miracle. He had done many 
of them out of compassion for the needy (Matt 14:13-14), in response 
to faith (Matt 9:28-29), to help people believe (Mrk 9:24), and to reveal 
God’s glory to His disciples (Jhn 11:4). But He refused to perform signs 
for those with evil motives (Matt 12:38-39), selfish reasons (Jhn 6:26), 
or unbelief (Mrk 6:5-6).

Jesus and Eternity –  
Do You Care? 

Gospel
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Jesus knew that the hearts of the Pharisees and Sadducees were far 
from God (Matt 15:8). He could see their real motive in asking for a 
sign: to embarrass and discredit Him with a supposedly tricky question. 
Their sign-seeking was just a cover-up for their ploy to destroy Him 
(Matt 12:14). They were jealous of His fame and perceived Him as a 
threat to their religious system, social status, and priesthood. Therefore, 
Jesus did not hesitate to call them hypocrites. 
 
The Sadducees were wealthy Jews who held leading positions 
in the priesthood, but ironically, they did not believe in the afterlife. 
The Pharisees were religious and considered themselves the pious, 
separated ones who strictly followed the elders’ tradition (Matt 15:2). 
But the Apostle Paul says, “they have a zeal for God, but not according 
to knowledge” (Rom 10:2).

Despite their ill intentions, Jesus told them of a forthcoming sign, the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead that was foreshadowed 
by the unbelievable but factual sign of Jonah. When the inexplicable 
resurrection happened, did it move their hearts? Not at all; they 
remained in unbelief as they chose to ignore all the signs from God 
(Matt 28:11-15).

Seek the Truth
Jesus sees everything, including our fears and doubts, and can fully 
sympathise with our weaknesses (Heb 4:15). He knows our frailty 
perfectly; even His disciples displayed “little faith” on some occasions 
(Matt 8:26), and yet, He will not turn away anyone who hungers and 
thirsts for the truth of the Gospel (Matt 5:6).

A non-believer asked me once, “Why doesn’t God work miracles in our 
day?” My answer was that “God is still working miracles worldwide; 
every soul who has entered the heavenly kingdom after new spiritual 
birth is a miracle of God (Jhn 3:3-8). The Word of God is living and 
active and is with us in the Bible, but are you serious in seeking  
the truth?” 
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God has promised that “You will seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart” (Jer 29:13). When one is diligently seeking the 
truth, God will make the unbelievable happen. Are you willing to listen, 
take His Word seriously, and pursue understanding? 

We have ears, but do we have ears that hear? How we hear is so vital 
as Jesus says, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Matt 11:15). It 
means that physical hearing itself is not enough; it is more important to 
hear to understand God’s Word and keep it (Matt 13:23).

We can learn from a man named Nicodemus, a Pharisee, who came 
to see Jesus. Unlike the other Pharisees, he had an honest heart; he 
acknowledged Jesus as a teacher from God. Why? The signs done by 
Jesus were pointing to God as the source of power (Jhn 3:2).

Nicodemus was not an ordinary or gullible man; he was a teacher and 
a ruler of Israel. In our time, he may be a senior professor or a scholar 
holding a high position. He sincerely wanted to know more about the 
kingdom of God. He probably had many questions, such as “Am I 
saved?”, “How is one truly saved?”, “Who is this Jesus who teaches 
with authority and does such astonishing miracles?” Jesus could read 
his mind instantly and gave the answers even before Nicodemus asked 
(Jhn 3:1-15).

After hearing the Gospel, Nicodemus was still doubtful, just like many 
of us. However, did he eventually become a disciple of Jesus? Yes, 
this was confirmed later in Jhn 19:39 when he brought a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes to dress the Lord Jesus’s body for burial after His 
death on the cross. Nicodemus had found the true treasure – the joy 
of the everlasting life – by seeking the truth. What about you – are you 
seeking God’s truth? 

Beware of False Teaching  
In Matt 16:6, Jesus warned His disciples, “Watch and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Leaven is used to make 
bread because of its fermenting effect on the dough to make it rise. 

18 I Fishers
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Jesus was using the metaphor of leaven to refer to the false teaching 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Jesus’ disciples needed to discern 
between false teaching and the truth of the Gospel. He rebuked the 
Pharisees and Sadducees as blind guides, whose teaching would lead 
themselves and their followers into “a pit,” a symbol for destruction 
(Matt 15:14).

In our time of the information age, we face even greater risks, including 
the spread of fake news, the presence of harmful websites, religious 
cults, and false teachings. Without discernment, we can easily fall into 
the pit of destruction. Thus, we need to be very careful who and what 
we follow. If we sincerely believe in some teaching, is that sufficient to 
obtain eternal blessing? No, when one believes in falsehood, he will 
suffer injury no matter how sincere he has been. You may logically 
ask, “There are so many religious teachers, and all of them promise a 
blissful paradise for followers. Why should I believe in Jesus alone?” 
The answer is: because of who Jesus is. 

Who is Jesus?
In Matt 16:15, Jesus asked His disciples, “But who do you say that  
I am?” Many people said that He was a prophet. Is Jesus just a prophet? 
One of the disciples, Simon Peter, said, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God.” He acknowledged Jesus as the one and only Christ, 
the Anointed One from God, and God’s Son.

God is called the Living God who speaks, and in Matt 17:5, speaking 
from Heaven, He says, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to Him.” He testifies from Heaven about the deity of 
Jesus. Should we not worship the Living God?

The spiritual world is real and unclean spirits may lurk anywhere.  
A man I know testified that he had been oppressed by unclean spirits 
for many years because of a sinful lifestyle and occult practices, 
resulting in mental illness, suicidal thoughts, and depression. One day 
in desperation, he cried out to God for help as he remembered his 
childhood days in a church. He called a church, and the pastor shared 
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the Gospel with him for several months. The day he confessed his 
sins, repented, and received Jesus as His Lord and Saviour, a miracle 
happened – the oppression from the unclean spirits ceased. Now,  
after ten years, he is still a free man, enjoying the peace of God and 
serving the Lord joyously. This is the power of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ for salvation. 

In Matt 16:17, Jesus said to Peter, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is 
in heaven”. Simon Peter was blessed because of the truth he believed, 
that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

The Heart Issue
The greatest gift from God to mankind is the birth and death of Jesus 
Christ. To many people, the death of Christ may appear foolish. “How 
can Jesus die if He is God?” “Why should He die for me?”. The answer 
is that this is the only way to save us. 

The world has faced many diseases such as SARS, MERS, Ebola, 
and the Coronavirus in recent years. We are fearful because they can 
destroy our bodies and are contagious. But there is a “disease” within 
us that is far more frightening as it can destroy both the body and the 
soul. This “disease” is called sin, which entered our first parents, Adam 
and Eve. Every person since then has been infected by it (Rom 5:12). 

The Scripture states, “…For there is no distinction: for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:22-23). Everybody is born 
a sinner (Psa 51:5). What is wrong with man is not just his external 
behaviour which is the outward manifestation, but his inward corrupt 
nature – that of his sinful heart.

God’s holiness demands a severe judgment on sin, and the penalty 
is death: spiritual, physical, and eternal death. Jesus describes the 
punishment as one being cast into “the outer darkness” where there 
is “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt 8:12; 22:13; 25:30). Other 
words used in Scripture to describe judgment include “fiery furnace” 



20 I Fishers Fishers I 21 Fishers I 21 

(Matt 13:50), “eternal fire” (Matt 18:8, 25:41), and “hell of fire”  
(Matt 18:9). 

Yet, God in His mercy and love “desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). Thus, He sent His Son, 
Jesus, to save us from the “outer darkness,” the “fiery furnace,” the 
“eternal fire,” the “hell of fire.”

The cure did not come cheap – Jesus was born to die on the cross 
to pay for the sins of everyone who believes in Him. On the cross, 
God executed His justice on sin by pouring His wrath upon Jesus, 
our substitute. And that is where the sacrifice of His beloved Son fully 
displayed the love of God for us.

Our Response Upon Knowing the Truth
God is calling all sinners to repentance. He desires to forgive their sins 
and give them “the right to become children of God” if they receive 
Jesus as their personal Lord and Saviour (Jhn 1:12).

“If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar” (1 Jhn 1:10). Can 
God lie? He does not and cannot lie because of His holy nature and 
because He is absolutely dependable. Jesus is God’s faithful witness 
(Rev 1:5). The way to receive God’s blessing is to acknowledge our 
spiritual bankruptcy. The Lord says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:3); The phrase “poor in 
spirit” means abject spiritual poverty, like a beggar who has nothing to 
offer and needs help.

The Bible reveals two truths to us. First, God must punish sin because 
His holy nature requires it. Second, only God’s salvation, offered by 
grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, can remove sin. 

What do these critical terms mean? Grace, the undeserved favour of 
God, is a free gift, while salvation is a priceless gift to be received with 
your empty hands. Jesus has already paid for your sins by His blood; 
you can never earn it by any work or merit. Faith means repentance, 
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trust, and commitment to follow Christ – confess your sins, ask for 
forgiveness, trust in Christ and commit yourself to follow Christ. No 
matter how grievous it is, no sin is beyond the grace of God, but you 
will not receive this grace if you persist in unbelief. While God’s wrath 
is against sin, His grace and mercy are extended even to the worst 
sinner who repents. God does not turn away “a broken and contrite 
heart” (Psa 51:17). 

Conclusion
God is patient before He brings judgment. His patience, however, is 
meant to lead us to repentance, as Apostle Peter says, “The Lord is 
not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance” (2 Pet 3:9). Similarly, the Apostle Paul warns, 
“Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance 
and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to 
repentance?” (Rom 2:4).

God may not punish the sinner immediately when he sins but may 
allow him time to repent. If the sinner does nothing, he is rejecting the 
invitation to repent, and at an appointed time, he must face God with 
all his sins. God’s kindness is wonderful, but it is not forgiveness. To be 
forgiven, repentance is required.

Do not presume that there is tomorrow for you and that the door of 
salvation is open for another day. Those who refuse to believe will 
eventually lose that opportunity (Matt 13:12). Take heed of this calling 
from God, “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as 
in the rebellion” (Heb 3:15). Repent, ask God for His forgiveness and 
receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord today while you still can!

Peter Ooi
Peter is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an 
editor of Fishers
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Redemption: Liberation (Part 1)

Gospel

The Biblical teaching on redemption has three aspects to it, namely:
• Liberation – setting believers free from the bondage of sin and Satan
• Substitution – the sinless Christ facing God’s judgment in place of sinful  
  believers, and
• Reconciliation – restoring believers’ relationships with God. 
Redemption has liberation at its heart, substitution as its basis, and 
reconciliation as its aim. These three great objective truths are towering 
peaks in the revelation of God and are full of blessing if we take time to 
study them. This first article in a three-part series deals with the liberation 
aspect of redemption – that of God setting us free from sin.

Set Free from the Guilt of Sin
When God redeemed the Israelites from Egypt, they were set free after 400 
years of bondage to journey to the land God promised them. Fast forward 
one thousand years later, after the Babylonian captivity, they were again 
set free and returned to their homeland. Their testimony in Psa 126:1 says, 
“When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, we were like those 
who dream.” These episodes in Israel’s history point to the ultimate act 
of redemption by the Lord Jesus Christ – the wonderful spiritual reality of 
being set free from the GUILT of sin. 

The critical statement set out in Rom 3:23 says, “for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God.” Some people take issue with what Paul 
says about the word “all” in the above verse. They feel that they are not 
disgusting sinners, and they seem to say, “I am a respectable citizen;  
I am not like those awful wicked people who have lived a life committing 
crimes.”

But there is a Divine perspective where gross sins and respectable sins 
are seen in the same light. When Paul says, “all have sinned,” he is not 
calling into question the status of men and women being law-abiding 
citizens. He is speaking about their relationship to God; in that sense, all 
humanity is alike.
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We are devoid of that righteousness which God requires, and we have 
fallen short of the standard that God has laid down. We are, therefore, 
guilty before God and under His condemnation. It is this burden of guilt 
that cripples people and leads them into bondage. Even when we seek 
to do good, our sins’ burden and guilt loom up before us, bringing us into 
further bondage.

But, how do we know that we are sinful? It is the knowledge of the Law of 
God that brings people to a sense of their guilt. Through the Law comes 
the knowledge of sin; that is, the Law uncovers and exposes our sin. It 
shows us just how guilty we are, and this guilt is not only because of what 
we have done, nor is it simply something that we feel. Our guilt concerns 
our relationship with God; we are under His righteous condemnation.

So, when we ask the question, “What can we do?” the answer is “Nothing!” 
This answer should then lead us to ask another question, “What then is 
going to happen to us?” Apart from the Gospel, only one thing can happen 
– judgment and punishment because we are guilty before God.

However, it is at this point that God’s remedy comes to the fore. When 
people realise their guilty standing before God, then only can the treatment 
be applied. At this juncture, Paul tells us that the Law points us to Christ and 
helps us understand our guilt and that we are unable to save ourselves.  
It is then that we realise that Christ is the only Saviour. This truth is what 
Paul means when he speaks of redemption – we are set free from the guilt 
of our sins, “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ Jesus ...” (Rom 8:1). 

Set Free from the Power of Sin
We are also redeemed and liberated from the POWER of sin. Guilt and 
bondage are intertwined together; a man’s guilt drives him into bondage.  
If a man is declared guilty of a crime and imprisoned, his guilt puts him 
there. It is in the very same way that the guilt of our sin puts us into 
bondage or enslavement. Sin is like a tyrant king, and Paul speaks about 
it reigning in our lives unto death. But the Gospel proclaims that the Lord 
Jesus Christ breaks the power of sin through the shedding of His precious 
blood. Once it had dominion over us, we were captives – sin dominated 
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our lives, and we obeyed it constantly. There was no means of escape 
from that bondage. But now, we have been redeemed! We have been set 
free and liberated from the power of sin over our lives. As Paul writes in 
Romans, “For sin shall not have dominion over you…” (Rom 6:14). Sin 
indeed no longer has the right to command us, and we need not obey it.

However, we need to be very clear of who our master is after we have 
been redeemed. To be free from sin does not mean to be free to sin. The 
question is – which master are we going to serve – sin or righteousness? 
When sin comes and tells us to do something, we must recognise that 
we are under no obligation to obey. We are dead to those commands, 
invitations, and temptations; Christ has broken the power of sin and 
set the prisoner, that is us, free. So, if we fully grasp this – that having  
been redeemed from sin, it no longer has power over us – it will free 
us from endless confusion and frustration. In our redemption, we have 
freedom from the guilt of past sin, and we have freedom from the power 
of present sin.

But there is a purpose for this freedom. Christian redemption does not 
mean that a man, being set free, is now lord over his own life. We are not 
set free to be our own; rather, we are God’s possession. As Paul explains, 
“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you 
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.” (1 Cor 6:19-20). Redemption means freedom from one 
master to render service to the other; there is no such thing as freedom in 
a vacuum. 

Set Free from the Power of Satan
We also have freedom from Satan, which is important for us in living our 
Christian life. Some only think of their salvation in terms of being freed from 
the guilt of past sins. Others are only concerned that they are delivered 
from the present power of indwelling sin. Yet others never seem to 
realise that there is a deliverance from Satan’s power in their redemption.  
Many Christians are unaware of the personal nature and reality of Satan 
in their lives.

Fishers I 25 
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Believers will always come under the devil’s attack through his wiles and 
stratagems, aimed at influencing them and setting them against God. That 
enemy is determined to upset and deter us from the pathway of holiness. 
He is also devious in the way he does things; he is domineering and 
demanding. Yet, as determined as he is, he is also defeated. The Lord 
Jesus Christ has conquered Satan totally and given to His people that 
victory over him. This truth is affirmed in the New Testament, such as in 
1 Jhn 3:8, “… For this purpose the Son of God was manifested that He 
might destroy the works of the devil”. This theme is glorious, and we need 
to remember that Christ came to bruise the serpent’s head and destroy the 
devil’s works. 

Christ died to free us from the power of Satan, and we must learn how  
He dealt with Satan. One such incident, in Matt 16:21-23, was after Jesus 
told His disciples that He would suffer, be killed, and be raised on the third 
day. Satan approached Him through the hapless Peter, who “took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You, Lord; this shall 
not happen to You!’” Jesus whipped around and said, “Get behind me, 
Satan ...” (Matt 16:23). Our redemption has given us the power to do that 
in Jesus’ Name. We need to remember that we have the power in Christ 
to resist him. 

Conclusion
Christ has redeemed us from sin by liberating us, that is, setting us 
free – from the guilt of sin, the power of sin, and the power of Satan. 
In future articles, we will examine the precious truths of substitution and 
reconciliation, where the Lord Jesus Christ became our substitute in  
facing the wrath of God and death on our behalf. Those who believe in 
Jesus and receive Him as their Saviour and Lord are declared righteous. 
What a precious truth this is, and what a wonderful Saviour is Christ our 
Lord who has reconciled us with God and given us the privilege of being 
God’s children.

William Hughes
William Hughes has served as a pastor in the UK and USA for over 40 years. He 
is now retired from full-time ministry but continues to be a conference speaker in 
different countries. 
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Why Should I Care  
About Sin?

Christian Living

1 Jhn 3:4-10
 
Most Christians understand that sin is the breaking of God’s moral 
laws. Therefore, sin is an offence against God and not just against the 
person we have hurt by our actions. Many non-Christians and even 
some Christians do not consider themselves sinful because they have 
not committed crimes punishable by their country’s laws. They have not 
killed, robbed, or evaded taxes and thus consider themselves upright by 
society’s standards. But, just because none of their actions is punishable 
by the country’s laws does not absolve them from sin in God’s sight. 

John’s warning about the seriousness of sin in 1 Jhn 3:4-10 was directed 
at those who are part of the church of God and applies to us today. 
Because our Holy God abhors sin, we need to be very clear about the 
seriousness of sin, the types of sins that we commit, their implications 
upon us, and how only the death of our Lord Jesus Christ can free 
believers from our sins.

Sin is Lawlessness
In John’s church at Ephesus almost 2000 years ago, some congregants 
sinned continuously and habitually, not accidentally or occasionally. 
John warned strongly in verse 4 that those who sin habitually are 
practising lawlessness, that is, they are breaking God’s laws, signifying 
their rebellion against the Lord. 

In Gen 2:16-17, God gave Adam the following commandment. “You may 
surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it, 
you shall surely die.” Adam chose to disobey God’s commandment and 
brought upon himself and all his descendants the consequence of sin. 
Adam’s one act of disobedience caused all mankind to come under the 
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power of sin and fall under the tyranny of Satan’s control. There may be 
some who question God’s fairness in His judgment of Adam since eating 
the forbidden fruit was such an insignificant act. No one was hurt when 
Adam ate the fruit, and so what if he gained knowledge of good and evil? 
Yet, it was judged as sin because disobedience was a rebellion against 
God and a rejection of God’s authority over him. 

The Sin of Commission 
The sin of commission is about wilfully doing what God has prohibited. 
Paul said, “For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression” (Rom 4:15). There would be no sin if God did not give us 
laws that prohibit us from certain activities. However, the Lord God has 
given us His Law, and so when we break any of them, we have sinned 
against Him. 

God gave Israel the Ten Commandments or Decalogue, recorded in  
Exo 20, which governed their relationship with God and other men. These 
included commandments prohibiting the worship of other gods, taking 
God’s Name in vain, breaking the Sabbath, committing murder, theft, 
and adultery, bearing false witness, or being covetous. Breaking any 
of these commandments constituted sin and were acts of commission. 

Even though keeping the Law does not save, yet as Christians, we 
are expected to keep the moral laws of God. They are absolute and 
non-negotiable, and their application and obedience do not change 
irrespective of culture, time, or family upbringing. Jesus said in Matt 5:17 
that He did not come to abolish the Law or the Prophets but to fulfil them. 
If the Son of God, our Saviour and Lord upheld the Law of God, how can 
Christians think that they can disregard the Commandments of God? 

Jesus summarised the Moral Law as, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself” (Luk 10:27). The 
believer’s desire to obey God’s commandments arises out of love for 
God and His people. We obey God because we want to, and out of love, 
not out of fear.
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Sin is not ignorance of God’s laws but knowing what God forbids and 
deliberately choosing to disobey Him. That was why John said that sin is 
lawlessness – it is breaking God’s laws. Christians have been given the 
laws of God and cannot claim to sin in ignorance; neither can we expect 
God to overlook our sins. To know God’s laws and then wilfully choose to 
disobey them is insulting and dishonouring to the Law-giver. That is why 
practising sin and living in lawlessness is incompatible with someone 
who claims to know the Lord personally and love Him.

The Sin of Omission 
Another type of sin – the sin of omission – is where we fail to do what 
is commanded of believers by God. The Bible has many passages 
which instruct us on how to live our lives on earth. For example, in  
Eph 5:22-6:4, Paul, under the Holy Spirit’s inspiration, explained what 
God demands of believers in our roles as husbands, wives, parents and 
children. So, a wife who refuses to submit to her husband or respect him 
has sinned. A husband who refuses to demonstrate love for his wife in 
the way Christ loved the church has also sinned. It is not just in Christian 
family relationships, but sins of omission can also occur in many other 
areas of our Christian life. 

Refusing to commit to the regular worship of God is failing to love God 
with all our heart, soul, mind, and body. All Christians are to obey God 
in undergoing water baptism and participating at the Lord’s Table. Can 
we ignore these commandments? Jesus commanded Christians in  
Matt 28:19-20 to make disciples of all nations and teach them to obey 
God’s commandments. Failure to heed the Great Commission is also a 
sin of omission. Believers who refuse to obey what God has commanded 
are also displeasing to the Lord because they know what to do but 
choose not to do them. We may be living under grace, but God demands 
our obedience to His commandments.

True Christians Struggle with Sin
A true believer loves obeying the commandments of God and walking 
in the light. When they stumble in sin, they will echo the frustration that 
Paul faced whenever he sinned, recorded in Rom 7:18-20, “For I know 
that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire 
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to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if  
I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 
within me.”

When a true believer sins, his conscience is in severe unease, and he 
is troubled. He then turns to God in contrition and repentance, humbly 
seeking God’s forgiveness. John stated in verse 9 that “No one born 
of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him and 
he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.” So, for 
anyone who claims to be a Christian but is constantly indulging in his 
sinful lusts, he is likely not a Christian. A consistent pattern of sin without 
remorse and repentance in an individual’s life indicates that the person 
is not a Christian, no matter what decision he has made previously. 

Some Christians may struggle with besetting sins and repeatedly fall 
into those sins. For some, it may be the inability to control their tongues, 
and they like to gossip. Others may be tempted by material wealth, 
while others fall prey to lust and the temptation to commit adultery and 
fornication. A besetting sin does not make you a non-Christian if you 
are constantly struggling to overcome it, even though you fail at times. 
Christians who struggle with besetting sins and then fall on their knees 
in contrition to repent before God have the assurance of Christ’s seed 
in them. Those who feel no guilt and happily cultivate besetting sins are 
the ones who need to examine whether they have been regenerated or 
are still slaves to sin.

Sin Will Have Consequences 
Some Christians presume upon God’s mercy and treat sin lightly since 
Christ has paid the price for our sins, and there will be no judgment or 
Hell. However, we are to obey God’s moral laws because they were 
given for our good and not because God wants to deprive us of earthly 
pleasures. There will be consequences for disobeying God’s laws.  
If one committed theft, murder, or any crimes prohibited by the laws 
of this country, he could expect to face the consequences meted out  
by the courts. What more if one broke the Holy God’s Moral Law in sins 
of commission. 



Will there be consequences if we are guilty of sins of omission? After 
all, one cannot bring a wife to a court of law for failing to show respect 
to her husband or have a husband charged for failing to love his wife 
adequately. However, a husband who neglects training his children in 
fear of the Lord will grieve when his children reject Christ and are lost 
forever in Hell. A wife who refuses to submit to her husband may stir 
up marital tension and encourage her children to learn from her bad 
example and disobey their father. Children who dishonour their parents 
may experience the same treatment from their children in later life. 
There will be consequences when we choose to ignore God’s ways, 
even if this country’s laws do not punish us. And, even if there are no 
earthly consequences for our sins of omission, all believers will also 
one day give an account to the Lord for the way they have sinned and 
grieved the Lord.

Christ Died to Pay for Our Sins
1 Jhn 3:8 explains the key reason why it is incompatible for Christians 
to continue living in sin, “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the 
Devil, for the Devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the Devil.” Indeed, 
since Christ became Man to destroy Satan’s work, Satan no longer has a 
hold over Christians. As such, why should we still obey Satan’s bidding? 

How did Christ destroy the works of the Devil? When He became our 
substitute on the Cross and paid the price for our redemption in full. It is 
only then that the Lord God could declare sinners forgiven even though 
guilty as charged. Satan, the accuser, has all the evidence lined up, 
and we are proven guilty beyond any doubt. However, the judge, the 
Lord God, pronounces the evidence as inadequate and to be destroyed! 
He passes a guiltless pronouncement instead and frees the accused 
because Christ had paid it all!

When Christ died in our place at Calvary, Satan lost his ammunition 
against believers, and that was how Christ destroyed the works of the 
Devil. Jesus obliterated every shred of evidence and proof of our sins at 
Calvary, and the accuser of the brethren had no case against believers.

Fishers I 31 
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John told us that Christians are pronounced sinless and taken out of the 
influence of Satan and sin. We have the seed of God abiding in us, and 
we have become a new creation. Our spiritual DNA is no longer Adam’s 
but Christ’s so, we can overcome sin and not do Satan’s bidding. Those 
who continue to sin habitually are still under the influence of Satan; 
they are still bearing the seed of the first Adam. They may claim to be 
Christians, but they are not true believers because they have not been 
transformed. John was not trying to make believers doubt their salvation, 
but he wanted them to be aware of the Devil’s deception and not walk 
in the ways of sin.

Conclusion
John said that there is no real ambiguity between genuine believers and 
those who pretend to be one. Those who practice righteousness belong 
to Christ (v. 7), and those who habitually live in sin belong to the Devil  
(v. 8). The lives of true believers must be consistent with their professions 
of faith. If their lives betray an attitude toward, and practice of, habitual 
sin, they are not Christians no matter what they claim to be.

Christians may constantly struggle with sin in their daily lives. But if they 
continually go to the Lord in sincere contrition and repentance, they have 
the assurance of faith and should not doubt their salvation. My prayer is 
that you may strive for righteousness and do all God commanded rather 
than just refraining from wickedness punishable by civil laws. 

Christ came to destroy the works of the Devil, and Christians regenerated 
by the new birth would not continue to do Satan’s bidding to live a life of 
sin. Living in sin is incompatible with those who are born of Christ. There 
is a day coming when we shall be resurrected with a transformed body 
that will no longer struggle with sin. When that day arrives, we shall be 
perfect, just as Christ is perfect.

Tan Chee Eng
Chee Eng is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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The Fool Has Said in His Heart, 
“There Is No God”

Christian Living

This article is not about those who deny God’s existence – the atheists. 
Instead, it is referring to those who are convinced that God exists – 
who know God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – but who nevertheless 
continually say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 

Indeed, this is pure lunacy, defying logic at the most basic level! Is it 
even possible that anyone would do this? Paul not only thinks so, he 
believes this insanity to be widespread. Speaking of all unregenerate 
sinners in the world, he says, “For even though they knew God, they 
did not honour Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in 
their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” (Rom 1:21). 
The world is indeed full of such God-denying fools. 

For the rest of this article, we will focus on one specific group 
of unrepentant mankind – the self-deceived “so-called brother”  
(1 Cor 5:11). More than 2,500 years ago, Zephaniah wrote about them: 

“It will come about at that time
That I will search Jerusalem with lamps,

And I will punish the men
Who are stagnant in spirit,
Who say in their hearts,

‘The Lord will not do good or evil!’” 
 Zep 1:12

God is the One who speaks here, and He has harsh words for those 
Israelites who deny Him.

God is Intent on Punishing False Believers
This prophecy concerns the Day of Yahweh, a time in the future when 
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God will vindicate Himself. The practical atheist may flourish within the 
assembly of the righteous for a while, but his punishment is sure, and 
it is not slow in coming – “It will come about at that time.”

What will God do? He says, “I will search Jerusalem.” He speaks in 
an intensive voice, “I will busy Myself searching exhaustively through 
every corner of Jerusalem.” Furthermore, this search will be done 
“with lamps” – yet another expression of the thoroughness of God’s 
actions. Darkness will conceal nothing on this day of judgment. 

Of course, this is poetic language; even if God were to search cursorily, 
He would still find all He seeks, as easily in darkness as in the light. 
But God stresses that He will spare no effort in this search; He will 
exercise Himself, even employ all tools necessary. This search will 
be as diligent as it is meticulous. Earlier in the chapter, Zephaniah 
identified the different groups of guilty persons – the religious fraternity 
(vv. 4-5), the royal family (vv. 8-9), the ordinary people (v. 10), and 
the commercial parties (v. 11). Now we are told that none will escape 
God’s wrath. 

God goes on to say, “And I will punish the men,” which in Hebrew 
is literally “I will visit the men.” The idea here is that God comes 
personally to Jerusalem for a visit so that He sees for Himself their 
vile evil and experiences, and first-hand, their wickedness. Then He 
responds to what He sees by meting out the appropriate punishment. 

Again, we understand that this is a figure of speech. God can remain 
high up in Heaven and still feel the full brunt of man’s acute evil. But 
He speaks of closing in on man’s wickedness, so we get the idea of 
man violating God’s holiness to His face. Only then does God respond 
in severe judgment. 

Many hypocrites are emboldened by what seems to be Christ’s 
inaction in His Church. They sin high-handedly against Him and make 
light of their sin or think they can hide. They are dead wrong! 
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God Detests the Corruption that False Believers Bring into  
His Assembly
Why is God so enraged? Because these men are “stagnant in spirit” 
– literally, they are “thickening on their lees.” This analogy is drawn 
from the fermentation of grapes into wine. The “lees” are the sediment 
of wine at the bottom of the barrel – the dregs. Metaphorically, it 
symbolises what is worthless in the barrel. 

In the refining process, wine requires stillness for some time to age and 
settle. Then at the appropriate time (which differs with different wines), 
the good wine is drawn off the top, separated from the impurities that 
have sunk to the barrel’s base. If not done, the dregs will turn the wine 
bad, making it bitter and unpalatable.

These men whom God condemns are said to be “stagnant in spirit” 
– they are like thickened, congealed dregs at the bottom of the 
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barrel of fermenting wine. And in this verse, the dregs have already 
repossessed the wine, turning the whole jar sour. Wine, which should 
have been a stimulating beverage and a hearty refreshment, has 
turned into an unconsumable mess. These men have corrupted the 
entire congregation of God’s people. 

God Exposes the Severity of Denying Him
In straightforward language, God exposes the blasphemy of these 
men. With a total lack of fear, they audaciously insinuate, “The Lord 
will not do good or evil!”. Having lived so long in their wickedness 
– apparently without suffering any consequences – they conclude 
that the God who was, and is, and is to come, might as well be non-
existent! They consider Yahweh to be irrelevant to their personal lives 
and inconsequential in their national life. 

This thinking is practical atheism at its worst while publicly subscribing 
to the Jewish religion of strict monotheism. That this sin is even 
possible should strike terror deep into the hearts of all who fear God 
and who tremble at their propensity to slide into sin.

Observe how they say it, “The Lord will not do good or evil!”. They 
believe that God will not bless (“do good”), nor will God curse  
(“do… evil”); by implication, God will not do anything in between 
blessing and cursing either. In other words, God is inactive, even 
impotent – He might as well not exist. He will not bless, He will not 
curse; in fact, He is not!

We need to note this evil carefully; this is not atheism in doctrine 
but atheism in practice. This sin is not saying “God is not there!” but 
saying, “God is not here!”. This thinking is believing that God is alive, 
but He is not active. It is not asserting “God does not exist”, but the 
more blasphemous, “God does not matter”! This insane notion is that 
God is up there in Heaven, but He is not down here on Earth. It all 
comes from the fool who thinks that God is in sovereign control of 
cosmic events but is disinterested in his daily life.
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Likewise, many nominal Christians today think, “The Lord will not do 
good” – so there is no reason to expect His help. They also think,  
“The Lord will not do… evil” – so there is no reason to fear His 
judgment. They have come to a comfortable conclusion that God 
serves no practical purpose and brings about no real-world outcomes 
in their lives.

Also, note that these men repeat this mantra to themselves “in their 
hearts” – that God will not act either for good or ill. This view is what 
they are convinced to be true. The error is deeply ingrained in their 
psyche, as they repeatedly affirm the lie to themselves. This profession 
is not outward – they would look ridiculous saying this explicitly in the 
community of faith. Instead, it is an unspoken conviction of the heart. 
In the recesses of their minds, where they exercise their will, they 
have come to this firm conclusion.

God has said in this verse that He is determined to root out every 
vestige of this evil, carefully searching it out with lamps – detecting 
it, locating it, and surgically removing all traces of it from amongst  
His people. There is no other end for such wicked persons unless  
they forsake this evil. 

Conclusion
The wise fear God, humble themselves and tremble at His Word  
(Isa 66:2b). The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” (Psa 14:1; 
53:1). But he is an even greater fool who knows there is a God but 
insists on living as if there is none. 

If you are reading this article, the chances are high that you can never 
be the fool who thinks there is no God. You can only either be wise or 
be the greater fool. So, which are you? And which will you be?

Tan Soon Yong
Soon Yong is a pastor of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an editor of 
Fishers. 
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Requests for Resources 

Name: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms   

Address:       

                                                                           

Country: Postal Code:           

Email Address:             
 
I agree that The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, its representatives or authorised 
intermedaries may use the above particulars to send me publications of the Christian 
faith and/or contact me on the activities of the Fellowship.

Signature  Date

Books Available
The following books are published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship 
and available to Fishers readers at no charge.

What You Should Know About 
Attending Church Meetings
Many factors can affect the spiritual 
life of a Christian. A Christian who 
attends church meetings regularly  
is likely to be in a better state than 
one who does not.

Footprints in the Snow
This autobiographical work is a moving 
testimony recounting God’s wonderful  
grace in the life of the author.
(English, Chinese Simplified Version and 
Myanmar language)

From Generation  
To Generation
Have you read the sequel to 
Footprints in the Snow, which  
is a testimony of God’s grace  
in the life of Dr Dixie Chua? 
Order your copy today!

Please indicate the resources you require:

Magazine Subscription
 Fishers                                  

Other Publications
 What You Should Know About Attending Church Meetings by Huang Ee Yuen

 Footprints in the Snow by Dr Dixie Chua 

 From Generation To Generation by Dr Dixie Chua

To Unsubscribe or Change of Address: 
Please provide the following information:
• Your Name; Subscriber Number (at the top left-hand of your address label); Existing Addresses 
• For Change of Address – include both the Existing and New Addresses

 English            Chinese          Myanmar 
                          Simplified       Language
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We Believe…

• the original writings of the Old and New Testaments, namely, the present  
 66 volumes of the Scriptures, are infallible and unique in their divine  
 inspiration, authority and sufficiency.

• there is one God, yet with three distinct persons (the Father, the Son and  
 the Holy Spirit) who are co-equal and to whom equal honour is due.

• Jesus Christ is the only begotten and eternal Son of God.
 – He truly became man, being begotten of the Holy Spirit and born of the   
  virgin Mary.
 – His death was a sacrifice to God and a propitiation for the remission  
  of sins.
 – He was raised from the dead in His physical body.
 – He ascended to the right hand of God, and is now the all-sufficient High   
  Priest of His people.
 – He will come again to receive His people unto Himself, and to set up 
  His Kingdom.

• in consequence of the Fall, sin came in, and man became ‘lost’, and at  
 ‘enmity against God’ and ‘without strength’ to do the will of God.

• the Holy Spirit’s work is essential in regeneration and sanctification.

• the justification of the sinner before God is by faith alone. Every justified  
 one is also born of God. Such new birth results in and is made evident by  
 holiness of life and good works.

• at death the spirit of man does not cease to exist or become unconscious. 
 The dead will be raised bodily either to life or to condemnation, and  
 the blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will  
 be eternal.

• the Devil, also called Satan, who deceives the whole world, is a person.

  
Our Mission…
The Fishers magazine is published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 
Singapore. Our mission is to present the Gospel of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to promote Christian spiritual growth. It is sent to 
you at no charge, and its upkeep depends on God who supplies all our 
needs through faithful Christians who feel a burden in this work.

Please address all enquiries to:
“The Editors of Fishers, The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 

132 Margaret Drive, Singapore 149301.”
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