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Fishers

Knowing Christ and  
Being Like Him 

“…that I may know Him and the power of His  
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,  

being conformed to His death.”
Philippians 3:10
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The Apostle Paul wrote in Phil 3:10, “that I may know Him… being 
conformed to His death”. What is your spiritual appetite for knowing 
Christ and being like Him?

The global pandemic has forcibly shifted our outlook on life. For the 
church, however, these strong winds should cause us to sink our roots 
even deeper into the fundamentals of Gospel ministry. Worshipping 
God Through Christ-Centred Ministries and That Others May See and 
Glorify God give us some perspectives on that.

Christ is at the centre of God’s redemption of sinners. Redemption – 
Substitution and What God Has Prepared describes the provisions 
that God has made to save sinners and to bless them after death. 
We must often remind ourselves that we are Pilgrims on the King’s 
Highway, that our destination is eternal and heavenly, and so live in 
that glorious expectation. Prayerlessness Due to Lack of Humility 
encourages us to lay hold of our tremendous privilege to come boldly 
before God’s throne of grace.

Finally, God’s Awesome Transformation of My Family is a testimony of 
how God brought saving grace into the life of a believer. May you be 
refreshed by these thoughts from His Word.
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Worshipping God Through 
Christ-centred Ministries

Christian Living

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder 
I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each 
one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation 
other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone 
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw— each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what 
sort of work each one has done.  If the work that anyone has built on 
the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only 
as through fire. (1 Cor 3:10-15)

At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in Singapore, religious 
services across the country were greatly disrupted as all religious 
gatherings were stopped and had to be conducted online. We are 
thankful that technology was able to support such implementation 
and most Christians worldwide were able to receive spiritual feeding 
through the online services. Almost two years later, the end of the 
pandemic is still nowhere in sight. What has been the spiritual impact 
of the pandemic’s disruption on individual Christians, churches, and 
their ministries? 

Changes in the Way Ministries are Conducted
The initial response to online worship services was good as Christians 
could attend church services from the comfort of their homes and 
save time and money on travelling to and from church. As restrictions 
dragged on, many Christians began to miss the joy of worshipping 
together within the church premises as well as the opportunities  
for fellowship. 

Fishers I 3 
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Online worship services could never substitute for the warmth of 
fellowship and personal interaction with other Christians when we 
gather together for worship. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, many 
church leaders had taken well-organised and well-attended church 
meetings to indicate the congregation’s spiritual health. The cessation 
of on-site church meetings became a reality check on the spiritual 
health of the members. There was a need to find alternative ways to 
minister to their spiritual needs because of the government restrictions. 
Have members of the church been able to minister to one another 
when organised programmes were disrupted? What does it reveal 
about the fruit of church ministries if Christians stopped fellowshipping 
and caring for one another because the structured programmes in the 
church had ceased, albeit temporarily? 

As we look back, it is clear that God continued to work amid all the 
physical restrictions imposed upon churches, demonstrating that 
the work of the Gospel cannot be chained. We have witnessed the 
Gospel message being proclaimed to a wider audience because more 
non-Christians were invited to our Gospel-focused Sunday worship 
services. Some Christians from other parts of the world, deprived 
of Bible-based teachings, could join us during our online worship 
services. Some have already requested our online services to continue 
even when we resume regular on-site worship services in the church.

We have also witnessed Christians taking the initiative to offer 
practical help to other Christians without the promptings of the 
church leadership, such as helping those unfamiliar with the use of 
technology to set up their devices for online services. Disruption to 
church services was a wake-up call for churches and members to 
re-examine how they conducted ministries and their true purpose for 
doing that. The COVID-19 pandemic became a type of test of fire, 
revealing the church’s and individual Christian’s true spiritual state. 
Paul warned us from 1 Cor 3:10-15 that the true value of our works 
and ministries will be revealed by fire. What did Paul mean by works 
that survive the test of fire?
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The Foundation of Any Ministry is Jesus Christ
In verse 10, Paul used the analogy of building a house to illustrate the 
relationship between God’s servants and His church. A house without 
the right foundation is unstable, no matter the types of high-quality 
materials used for the rest of the house. Paul described himself as a 
master builder, and his ministries were anchored upon the foundation, 
which is Jesus Christ. He may have founded the church at Corinth, 
but he was not the owner of the church. A builder does not dictate the 
shape, size, or how the house is to be built. He merely carries out the 
instructions of the house owner. So, what does it mean for the ministries 
of the church to be anchored upon Jesus Christ? Concerning non-
Christians, we are commanded to proclaim the Gospel to them (Matt 
28:19). Our ministry to Christians is to guide them towards spiritual 
maturity (Eph 4:13-14). We are to help them, by the renewal of their 
minds, to discern the will of God (Rom 12:2). 

When Paul mentioned materials of gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, and straw, he was using metaphorical language to illustrate the 
church’s ministries. Both the Old and New Testaments point to Jesus, 
and so must the ministries of the church. Some ministries design 
attractive programmes to entice people to attend church services, but 
their objective is anything but Christ-centred. Others seek to galvanise 
the congregation by personal charisma or giftedness instead of 
focusing on Christ. Then some ministries are based on human wisdom, 
traditions, and current preferences of the Christian community. Such 
ministries cannot stand the test of fire. 

Christians who serve in any ministry should first strengthen their 
relationship with Christ before focussing on interpersonal relationships. 
While it is important to establish friendships and fellowship within 
the local church, it must be centred on Christ and not the wisdom of 
men. The Pharisees rejected Jesus and sought to establish traditions 
of Judaism as the foundation of their faith. Jesus warned them in  
Matt 21:44 that He was the chief cornerstone that would crush them 
for their rejection because there could be no other foundation. Any 
ministry which is not Christ-centred is built on shifting sands; it will be 
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destroyed when trials arise. 

Some legitimate ministries like human resources, church maintenance, 
finance, and audio-visual support may seem non-spiritual in nature. 
However, they are still anchored upon the right foundation and are 
valuable for the church’s functioning. In 1 Cor 3:6, Paul acknowledges 
that some Christians plant the seeds while others water them, but God 
is responsible for the growth. Our gifts may differ, but we must exercise 
them for the church’s growth. Those who serve in such ministries must 
also labour to the best of their abilities. 

Ministries that will Withstand the Test of Fire
Paul made a distinction between materials of gold, silver, precious 
stones and those of wood, hay, and straw. The first category of 
materials symbolises things of value and durability. The second 
category does not represent evil things but materials that do not 
require significant financial sacrifice if we build with them. Gold, 
silver, and precious stones represent the best of our God-given gifts, 
character, effort, and time used to labour for Christ. Our motivation in 
serving others must align with Christ’s desire for the church and the 
people of God. Paul summed it up perfectly by saying, “Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake, I have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead” (Php 3:8-11).

Some Christians offer the Lord things – gifts or hours of the day – 
which they are willing to discard or cost them nothing. Those who 
teach or preach may be tempted to prepare their notes at the end 
of the workday. However, fatigue affects their concentration, and 
this hinders their preparation. Are we giving the Lord the best of our 
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abilities and time? It is not necessarily wrong to use times when we 
are least productive to serve the Lord but let us ask ourselves whether 
we are giving the Lord our wood, hay, and straw. 

Paul warned in verse 13 that the quality of each person’s work would 
become manifest when it is tested by fire. God will judge the work by 
the motivation of our hearts instead of men’s perception (1 Sam 16:7). 
The quality of our labour is not based on numbers attained or how 
well others received it but our motivation in serving God. A pastor may 
minister unceasingly, giving the best years of his life to the Lord’s work 
and yet see very little fruit from his labour. If he is motivated for the 
glory of God, this pastor will undoubtedly be significantly rewarded for 
his faithfulness, even if the attendance at the church is poor. Are we 
motivated to glorify God and hence labour faithfully, or are we more 
concerned with success, numbers, and recognition? 

Even if a church has thousands in attendance every Lord’s Day, it 
may not count for much. Have the ministries in that church taught her 
members to gain Christ above all else, to know Him and the power of 
His resurrection, and be willing to share in suffering for Him? If not, 
God will reveal that the works are all wood, hay, and straw when His 
fire consumes them on the day of judgment. 

Every believer’s work will be tested by fire, and what remains will 
determine the reward. The judgment is not for punishment but for 
reward. Some works will come out unscathed, like gold, silver, and 
precious stones when put through the fire. They serve to bring glory 
to the Lord and will be rewarded accordingly. Others labour to gain 
recognition from men; they will have nothing to show after the fire 
consumes their works. We do not know how Christ will differentiate 
our rewards, but there will be a distinction. 

Those Without Spiritual Ambition for Ministry
Some Christians may use verse 15, “If anyone’s work is burned up, he 
will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through 
fire” as an excuse to be apathetic towards Christian ministry. They 
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are not aiming for any reward from the Lord and are satisfied just to 
be saved. It does not matter to them that they have no gift to offer 
the Lord as long as their salvation is secure. They have no spiritual 
ambition for doing the Lord’s work. 

Other Christians attend worship services regularly, and though 
present physically, their hearts are elsewhere. They open their mouths 
to sing the hymns, but their thoughts are not on praising God. They 
listen to the message, but it does not penetrate their hearts and is 
soon forgotten once they leave the church. They do not benefit from 
hearing the Word, and their hollow worship is worthless and as good 
as stubble to be burnt up. 

Is it right for Christians to be apathetic about their spiritual service to 
the Lord? Should we be satisfied with putting in minimal effort or no 
effort at all? Do we love the Lord enough to give our best every time 
we serve Him? Take heed of the warning in 2 Cor 13:5 to “Examine 
yourselves to see whether you are in the faith”! 

God has given Christians different gifts that should be utilised to serve 
others in His Name and which are not to be hoarded selfishly. You may 
not be good at interpersonal relationships, but God may have given 
you administrative abilities that you can employ to serve the church. 
Another Christian may be gifted in preaching but lacks empathy for 
others. He must then use his gift of preaching wisely. Others may not 
be good in teaching but are wonderful as encouragers like Barnabas 
in the Book of Acts. They must use that gift to encourage other 
believers. We must faithfully exercise our giftedness in areas that God 
has entrusted to us to honour Him. 

The Importance of Family Ministry
For those who are parents, your children and their spiritual well-being 
represent a vital ministry God has entrusted to you. Have you laboured 
with gold, silver, and precious stones in their upbringing, or have you 
delegated those responsibilities to the church and Sunday School 
teachers? Let’s say your focus has been only on academic success 
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and ensuring the financial well-being of your children’s future without 
concern for their spiritual well-being. In that case, that is labouring with 
stubble, and God will hold you accountable. 

Some parents might have laboured faithfully by instructing their 
children in the Lord but are grieved because they rejected Him. 
Yet, God will reward the parents for their faithfulness because their 
children’s salvation is determined by Him and not by the parents. If our 
children love the Lord and walk with Him, the appropriate response 
is to thank Him. We rejoice in His blessings upon us and should not 
boast that their salvation is through our effort. God is the one who 
gave them growth; we merely planted and watered. 

Conclusion
The Lord has given each of us the opportunity to re-examine how 
we conduct our ministries and reflect on our spiritual fruitfulness as 
believers in Christ. Christians who truly love the Lord will continue 
to serve Him and other believers faithfully through challenging and 
turbulent times. As the author of Hebrews said, “let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near” (Heb 10:24-25).

May we continue to encourage one another not to lose sight of our 
testimony and witness as God’s people for the honour and glory of 
the Lord.

Tan Chee Eng
Chee Eng is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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In one of the Sunday sermons 
from Matt 25:14-30, the message 
preached was that when the Lord 
God bestows us with ‘talent’, it does 
not refer to unique gifts and abilities. 
Instead, it refers to all the resources 
that He has given us to use for His 
service in serving others. Therefore, God is looking for our faithfulness in 
serving Him using all that we are and have. 

In the ensuing Soul Care Group discussion, various brethren among us 
suggested that the ways of serving God do not need to be complicated, 
attention-seeking, and ‘head turning’. Instead, they could be quiet and 
simple acts on our part, done in gratitude to Him who has saved us and 
done with the sole aim of pleasing and glorifying Him.

So, what are some of the ‘simple and quiet acts’ done by believers in 
faith? How have they impacted others and glorified the Lord in the 
process? This article will share from the perspectives of various people, 
and their testimonies will help us understand how the Lord used the acts 
of faith by His people for His glory in ways that His servants could not  
have anticipated.

To Serve with Love 
This episode happened more than thirty-five years ago. My father suffered 
a massive stroke at the age of sixty-one and was hospitalised. As this was 
the first major crisis in the family, where overnight, the primary decision-
maker in the family was struck down, my mother, my three siblings, and I 
were all greatly shocked and at a loss what to do. 

But the moment my parents’ church heard about his stroke and 
hospitalisation, besides praying for us, the young men sprang into action. 

That Others May See and 
Glorify God

Christian Living
P
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A small group close to my parents took turns staying with my father in the 
hospital to watch over him as he was paralysed and could not communicate 
or call for assistance. So, every night for up to ten nights, they rostered 
themselves to do that, sitting next to my father’s bed and attending to him 
even though they had to work the next day. We were extremely grateful for 
this as it gave us sufficient time to recover from the shock and make the 
necessary decisions for my father’s care after that. 

Besides this act, many in the church rallied around us; they visited my 
father in the hospital to pray and encourage him in the Lord. My parents 
were greatly comforted, and some of the brethren continued to visit them 
for several years after.

Those of us in the family who are Christians thank the Lord greatly for the 
faithfulness of His servants in upholding the whole family in prayer, love, 
and visitations all those years. But this is not all; that singular act of the 
brothers’ love greatly impacted me. 

At the time of my father’s first stroke, I had not come to the Lord. My sister 
and brother-in-law had brought me to several Gospel meetings, but my 
heart was not touched. However, the Lord made me realise His reality 
through experiencing the brothers’ sincere act of love and concern for  
my father. 

No one in this ‘dog eats dog’ world would care two hoots over a fallen 
person. Yet, these men demonstrated a love that is beyond human 
comprehension. In so doing, they showed forth the reality of the God 
whom they believe in and glorified. This was one way that the Lord helped 
me realise His existence – the invisible and unseen Spirit, but Who is 
ever-present and dwells in His people – and that He loves me. Broken 
because I had been rejecting Him all this while, I realised that I needed 
to be forgiven by Him, and so, on the train back to Singapore from Kuala 
Lumpur, I gave my life to Christ and asked Him to be my Lord and Saviour.

Kathryn Ooi 
Kathryn is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an 
editor of Fishers.
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Wanted – Funeral Service Helpers! 
During the discussion, a brother suggested that one way of serving 
the Lord is to help out at the funeral services of members and their 
families. This is a vital yet understated service that people tend to 
overlook. My personal experience of this reality at FCF was when my 
mother died.

At that time, my wife, my mother, and I had been ‘long-term visitors’ of 
FCF for about six years. We attended the English Session’s Worship 
services while my mother attended the Chinese Session’s Sunday 
School. Besides that, the Chinese session’s church workers would 
often visit my mother to minister the Lord’s Word to her at home, 
especially towards the end of her life when she could not attend 
church; I would be present during those times. 

Then, one morning, my mother suddenly went home to be with her Lord 
and Saviour. Although surprised at the suddenness, I was thankful to 
the Lord for giving her a peaceful and pain-free exit from this life. I 
called my mother’s Sunday School teacher to inform him, and the next 
thing I knew, the FCF’s Funeral Services Team had sprung into action! 

A staff worker guided me on the funerary details, such as the essential 
services to contact, the casket company, the columbarium, etc. By 
late afternoon, the undertaker had brought my mother’s body to the 
casket company. The wake and funeral service arrangements were 
all settled smoothly and efficiently, and I was very thankful for that. I 
had arranged for the wake services to be Gospel-focussed, as all my 
siblings and almost all their family members were not believers.

The messages at both the wake service and the crematorium were 
delivered by the late Pastor Huang Ee Yuen, who was already in great 
pain from his own illness. Yet, he delivered God’s message of salvation 
forcefully in Chinese, and we could see his passion for Christ and his 
love for the lost souls. Those messages were probably his last ones 
as, within two months, Pastor Huang also went home to be with the 
Lord Jesus. 



12 I Fishers Fishers I 13 Fishers I 13 

We had always been thankful to FCF for being willing to conduct the 
funeral service for my mother even though we were not members of 
FCF. Also, this service to the Lord, underrated by many people, is so 
important – from the funeral services advisor to the ushers, pianist, 
service leader, preacher, and supporters – all demonstrated the 
compassion and love of Christ for the grieving family. 

The members who came to support us at the wake services embraced 
us with their warmth and love, and this was a strong testimony to 
the unbelieving family members as they were very touched. We are 
grateful that the Lord opened that door for us to continue sharing the 
Gospel with them to this day.

Peter Ooi
Peter is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an 
editor of Fishers.

Sowing the Gospel Message of Salvation 
Another way of serving the Lord is by sowing the precious seed of the 
Gospel message to lost souls through outreach and tracting. Servants 
sow in faith while God does the rest! The testimony below is from a 
brother who heeded the call to sow.

The Servants’ Sowing and The Master’s Salvation
When I heard the news that Mr Tan had gone home to be with the 
Lord, I felt a sense of remorse and regret as I had the urge to call him 
but procrastinated. I lost the opportunity to do so but am comforted 
that He is with our Heavenly Father.

I recall that it was a Saturday afternoon eight to nine years ago. A 
brother and I had completed our tracting session, and we prayed and 
entrusted the work to God to move the hearts of the residents. One 
of the residents we interacted with was the late Mr Tan. He accepted 
the invitation tract and promised to turn up for the September Gospel 
Meetings. Accordingly, Mr Tan attended the Gospel Meetings and then 
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the Sunday Worship Services, where several brethren ministered  
to him.

It took Mr Tan about six months to search for the truth. He was earnestly 
seeking and would ask many questions reverently after each class. I 
did not rush him but trusted that God’s Word could and would work in 
his heart, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek” (Rom 1:16). 

Mr Tan was baptised in 2015, and every time I thought of him, I 
would thank God for His empowerment that granted him the faith and 
courage to persevere in coming to know Him. 

In his testimony, Mr Tan shared that he was a high flier and a proud 
man in his younger days. Then he was involved in a car accident and 
almost lost his life. He felt that God preserved his life and gave him 
another chance, calling him to turn to Him. God had indeed preserved 
Mr Tan, and he came to know the Lord in his golden years! 

It is such an indescribable joy that he is now with his Saviour and 
Heavenly Father! He has entered into God’s glory and God’s rest, to 
enjoy His peace and His joy – “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His godly ones” (Psa 116:15). There is truly no greater joy 
than to be precious in the sight of our God!

Lee Hong En
Hong En is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship. 

Driving Mr Tan
To continue with the account of Mr Tan, my husband and I got to know 
him when we started bringing our breakfast to eat in church before 
service. We shared the same table with him, Bro Kio Soon and Sis 
Pui Sang. 
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Over time, Mr Tan’s physical condition declined, and eventually, he 
could no longer walk to church. Bro Kio Soon would then drive over 
to his flat every Sunday, rain or shine, to fetch him to and from church 
and also persevered in the follow-up work to care for his soul.

Mr Tan was happy to be in church. He used to regale us with his 
exploits when young, laughing at how he and his friends climbed fruit 
trees in his kampong (village) to pluck and eat the juicy fruits. He also 
shared with glee how he searched for newly laid eggs, poked a hole 
in the shell, and sucked out the contents, which were still warm. He 
expressed his gratitude to the Lord for his salvation and looked forward 
to being with Him. He was also thankful to both Bro Kio Soon and Sis Pui 
Sang for their faithfulness in driving him to church and in providing him  
with breakfast and lunch, as well as in ministering to his soul when he 
felt depressed. 

When I heard that Mr Tan had gone home to be with God shortly 
after the COVID-19 lockdown, I thanked the Lord for saving him and 
welcoming him home. 

May the Lord continue to send out servants who would faithfully 
sow the seed of the Gospel without fear of men as “… the harvest is 
plentiful, but the labourers are few” (Matt 9:37).

Kathryn Ooi
Kathryn is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an 
editor of Fishers.

Conclusion
All praise and glory to the Lord who enables His servants to serve others 
so that they may see and glorify Him! “For from Him and through Him and 
to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” (Rom 11:36) 
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Biblical redemption has three aspects:
• Liberation – setting believers free from the bondage of sin and Satan 
• Substitution – the sinless Christ, facing God’s judgment in place of sinful  
 believers, and 
• Reconciliation – restoring believers’ relationships with God.
This article examines the second part on the substitution aspect of redemption. 
The liberation aspect had already been covered in the previous issue, and the 
final piece will be published in the next issue of Fishers.

God’s Commandments to Israel
The Apostle Peter says that we have been redeemed “with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pet 1:19). This 
verse refers to Exodus 12 concerning the first Passover when God delivered 
the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt, which lasted four hundred years. 
The Lord gave clear instructions to Moses concerning what the Israelites 
had to do that night. God said that He would go through the whole land of 
Egypt and destroy the firstborn male in every household. The only way to 
escape this terrible judgment was to obey the commandment which God gave 
concerning their safety. 

A lamb, without blemish and spot, was to be taken, and it was to be killed. Its 
blood was to be sprinkled on the doorposts and the lintels of the Israelites’ 
homes. Then the lamb was to be roasted with fire and eaten with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. The people were to eat it in haste, with their waist 
belted, sandals on their feet, and staff in their hand. When the blood was 
applied to their homes, God said that He would see the blood and pass 
over those dwellings. The firstborn male of the family where the blood  
was visible would be safe and secure. There was no doubt that when they 
heard those instructions, many questions would have arisen within the minds 
of the Israelites. 

The Israelites’ Obedience
Although there were things that they did not understand, they listened and 

Redemption – Substitution
(Part 2)

Gospel
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obeyed in faith. So, each family sacrificed a lamb. As the Destroying Angel of 
the Lord passed through the land, he entered into every house that was not 
marked with blood. And in those houses, every firstborn son, from the eldest 
son of Pharaoh to the prisoner, died. Pharaoh and his people awoke that night 
to great cries of bitter anguish. The eldest male child died in every house, 
except those where the blood marked the doorway. The Lord had passed over 
the bloodstained houses – the lamb was killed instead of the firstborn son. 
The lamb was the substitute. What a night it must have been – anguish for the 
Egyptians and grateful wonder for the Israelites.

The Lamb of God
The shed blood is at the very heart of the whole event of the Passover; it 
signified what the lamb’s death had accomplished. The parallels in the 
New Testament are clear, and they are glorious. The Apostle Paul spoke of 
“Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us” (1 Cor 5:7) while John the Baptist 
heralded Jesus with, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 
the world!” (Jhn 1:29). In Christian redemption, the spotless life of Jesus, the 
Son of God, corresponds to the lamb of the Passover. Peter referred to this as 
“the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” 
(1 Pet 1:19). 

The Basis of Our Salvation 
There was nothing more required for men and women than to apply the blood 
of the Lamb of God to experience the protection of God. Christ, the Lamb, took 
on the sentence of death, and His shed blood met the righteous demands of 
God. The Lord had said, “Now the blood shall be a sign for you…. when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you” (Exo 12:13).

The basis and grounds for their deliverance were that the Lord saw the blood 
and was satisfied. In the Israelites’ homes, the penalty of death, which satisfied 
the wrath of God, had already been paid. It is in precisely the same way that 
His acceptance of the death of Christ is the grounds of our salvation. God’s 
acceptance of the sacrifice of Christ is His guarantee of salvation to all those 
who, like the Israelites, accept it by faith; that was enough and sufficient. 

The shed blood also did something for the Israelites as attested by Moses, “the 
Lord does make a difference between the Egyptians and Israel” (Exo 11:7). 
Only one thing differentiated the houses of the Israelites and the Egyptians – 
the bloodstains; it was the blood that made all the difference.
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Substitutionary Redemption
There is still one more truth that constitutes the difference between God’s 
people and those who are not. Ultimately, there are only two kinds of people 
that God sees in this world. The Lord is not concerned whether we are 
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, or whatever. He only differentiates those 
who are justified from those still dead in their trespasses and sins, those who 
are sheltering under the blood, and those who are not. 

It does not matter who the people are and what their backgrounds are. It is 
this which guarantees their peace with God and their joy and hope – “And 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you.” It is only through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His crucifixion that one can know salvation. It is not 
simply looking to Him as the Lamb, but looking to Him as the Lamb slain. It is 
the blood that makes atonement for the soul. “You were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, like silver and gold… but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Pet 1:18-19). 

The foundation of our redemption is this, “… Christ, our Passover, was 
sacrificed for us” (1 Cor 5:7). Those words “for us” are speaking about 
substitutionary redemption – Christ is sacrificed for us. The wrath of God has 
passed over all true believers and has fallen upon Christ, our Passover Lamb. 
Christ has been sacrificed and slain – His life taken – and in that death, He 
gave Himself for us.

The Great Exchange
On the one side is the sinner – every one of us. We have broken the 
commandments of Almighty God, we have despised His love and grace, and 
we are facing His dreadful judgment. Our sins have brought us into terrible 
bondage, and they have also brought us under the sentence of eternal 
damnation. 

On the other side is the Almighty God – the Judge before whom we all stand 
guilty. He is the God who reveals Himself in Scripture as a God of inflexible 
justice, Who will not leave the guilty unpunished. However, He is also a God of 
infinite mercy and grace, Who executed the great exchange – “He made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21). 

18 I Fishers
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The Wonder of the Gospel
The wonder and the dilemma of the Gospel are these – God is Love, and He 
wants to save the sinner, but He is also Just, and He must punish him. How 
can the matter be resolved?

Here is the glorious truth of Substitution – “For Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God…” (1 Pet 3:18). Christ 
was the Lamb without spot and blemish; He was holy, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and knew no sin. Yet He was willing to stand in the place of the 
sinner and to bear the righteous wrath and judgment of God against sin. 

We must also remember that the Lord Jesus stood in our place voluntarily, 
and He did it willingly. He was not forced to come and live in this world and to 
die. He never sinned, but He was treated as if He was a sinner. But then, the 
sinner is treated differently – the sinner who comes to Christ is now treated 
as if he were as sinless as Christ – treated as if he had never sinned, never 
transgressed, and never broken God’s commandments. What a wonderful 
message of hope and reconciliation for us, damned sinners!

Conclusion
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, left His place in Heaven to become 
Man more than two thousand years ago. He lived a perfectly sinless life and 
fulfilled all of God’s Commandments. He was crucified on the cross and 
became our substitute facing the wrath of God and death on our behalf. Those 
who believe in Jesus and receive Him as their Saviour and Lord are declared 
righteous before the Lord God Almighty as we have Christ’s righteousness 
imputed upon us. In the next issue of Fishers, we will examine the implications 
of what it means to be ‘declared righteous before the Lord God Almighty.’

William Hughes
William Hughes has served as a pastor in the UK and USA for over 40 years. He 
is now retired from full-time ministry but continues to be a conference speaker in 
different countries. 
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“Hi Mom, good morning! We are coming over for dinner tomorrow, and 
after that, Philip would like to stay overnight at your place. Is that alright?”

I was overjoyed to hear that, “He is more than welcome to stay here. 
He can come to stay any time he wishes since his university campus is 
nearer to my home than yours.” 

After receiving my daughter’s call that morning, I sprang into action to 
get the guest room ready. I took out clean linen, pillows, and a blanket to 
prepare the room for my grandson. I even checked the air-conditioner to 
ensure that it was in good working condition. New toiletries were placed 
in the washroom for him. I was swamped the next day, preparing dinner 
for them and getting breakfast ready for the day after. My greatest joy 
as a mother and grandmother is to have my children and their children 
come back to visit me as often as they can!

My grandson was only coming to stay for one night, and I spent so much 
time preparing the place for him to feel welcomed and comfortable. I 
wonder how my Heavenly Father prepares His eternal home for me 
when my pilgrim journey on Earth is over? Thankfully, the Bible is not 
silent on this matter.

What God has Prepared for Believers

A Kingdom
“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world’” (Matt 25:34).
 
A few days before Jesus was to be crucified, He revealed something 
marvellous to the disciples and us. He told them that when He comes 
again to judge the world as the King, all the nations of the world will have 
to appear before Him. He will separate the people into two groups, like 

What God has Prepared
Gospel
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the shepherd separating the sheep from the goats. The sheep represent 
those who trust Him, and the goats represent those who do not believe 
in Him.

The King welcomes those who belong to Him to come into His glorious 
Kingdom, not just for a day or two, but for eternity. They will not be 
treated as guests but as heirs. These people are called ‘Blessed of My 
Father’ because God has bestowed upon them all kinds of spiritual 
blessings through the Lord Jesus Christ. They will inherit the most 
valuable possessions and honour, wear all the glories of the crown and 
enjoy the presence of the King, regardless of their status while on Earth. 
They could have been beggars, thieves, scholars, professionals, rich 
men, or anything – it does not matter to the King. 

This Kingdom is the product of divine counsel prepared from the 
foundation of the world. In love, the Father designed it for His children, 
the Son purchased it for them with His own blood, and the Holy Spirit will 
prepare God’s children for entry into it.

A City
“But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for 
them” (Heb 11:16).

When Abraham was a sojourner in the land of Canaan, he renounced 
the world by living in tents. He did not build a city like Cain, who built 
one and named it Enoch after his son (Gen 4:17). As pilgrims, Abraham 
with Isaac and Jacob desired something better than all the treasures 
they could acquire on Earth; they looked for a heavenly country. Thus, 
the author of Hebrews said, “Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for He has prepared a city for them.” 

To live in a city in the days of Abraham was to live in a place of safety, 
surrounded by strong and high walls. The people in the city enjoyed life 
in a civil society under a good government that stocked up provisions for 
the citizens. They did not have to worry about their sustenance. It would 
be a far cry from living temporarily in tents without protection, easily 
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attacked by wild animals and thieves. 

Abraham, as well as those who considered themselves pilgrims on Earth, 
“waited for the city which has foundations, whose Builder and Maker is 
God” (Heb 11:10). They would be richly rewarded, as a Celestial City 
awaited them at the end of their earthly journey. 

God does not just prepare a glorious Kingdom for His people to inherit 
but also a city eternally secure from sin and Satan, death and suffering. 
God has prepared such a city to welcome His people to enter and enjoy 
Him forever.

Many Mansions
“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also” (Jhn 14:2-3).

At the Last Supper in the upper room, Jesus told His disciples that He 
would leave them soon. Naturally, they were troubled, at a loss, and full 
of uncertainty for a future without Him. Therefore, He comforted them by 
saying that He was going to His Father’s house, where He came from 
before His incarnation. This place has not just one mansion for Himself 
to occupy; it has many mansions, sufficient for those who believe in Him. 
He is God who cannot lie, and He will never deceive them. 

When God, in His eternal plan, decided to save a people for His own 
glory, He already designed and built this place for them. So, there are 
enough mansions for all His people. When God made Adam out of the 
dust of the earth, He prepared the Garden of Eden for him and his wife. It 
was a beautiful place, but it was lost after Adam fell into sin and dragged 
humanity into destruction.

But now, for those who belong to God, He has prepared a comfortable 
dwelling place for them — a mansion in His house. A place where 
tired travellers can find refreshment, rest, and the comfort of a home 
surrounded by loving family members. The long journey on Earth is over, 

22 I Fishers
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and the pilgrim can leave all his burdens and worries behind to find rest 
for his soul in God’s house. What a wonderful eternal hope for all who 
are able to enter!

What God has Prepared for Christ

A Body
“Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: ‘Sacrifice and offering 
You did not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me’” (Heb 10:5).

Have you ever pondered what Jesus meant when He said, “I go to 
prepare a place for you”? Indeed, He did not mean that He was going to 
clean up a place and make it habitable for them like the way I prepared 
a room for my grandson! The place was designed and built, since the 
foundation of the world, by God Himself. It is perfect, complete, and 
ready for all eternity. But, for believers to dwell in these mansions, they 
have to be justified by the blood of Christ — by His death, resurrection, 
and ascension into Heaven to sit at the right hand of God.

In Psalm 15, David asked, “LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? 
Who may dwell in Your holy hill?” Then he listed at least ten attributes 
that this person must possess. These are walking uprightly, working 
righteousness, speaking the truth in his heart, etc. — God requires from 
us perfect obedience to all His commandments before we can enter 
His Kingdom. But we are all sinners by birth, and none of us can live a 
perfect life before Him. Therefore, we need a Saviour who meets all the 
requirements of God by living a sinless life and then offering that perfect 
life as a sacrifice for our sins. With that, we can be justified before God 
and be fit to dwell in His holy hill in heaven.

From all eternity, it was Christ, the Lamb of God, who had been 
appointed beforehand by God Himself, to be that one Perfect Sacrifice 
acceptable to Him (1 Pet 1:20). Therefore, God prepared ‘a body’ for 
Christ to accomplish His work of redemption. ‘A body’ represents the 
whole human body and nature like ours, to act on our behalf and to 
suffer in our stead for our sin.
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This body has to take on flesh and blood like ours and must ‘proceed 
from the loins of Abraham’ — that is, descended from his lineage — and 
yet, not subject to depravation and pollution of man’s sinful nature. 

God prepared a body for Christ to live a perfect life that we cannot live 
and be subjected to all forms of temptation and yet never sin. Christ 
came willingly to take on this body God had prepared for Him as He 
said, “Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me 
in the scroll of the book” (Heb 10:7). He suffered rejection from man 
and separation from God to accomplish the work of redemption. What 
sacrifice, what love!

Conclusion
On the evening of His betrayal, He told the disciples, “I go to prepare a 
place for you.” He was telling them that He would complete His work of 
redemption for them by dying on the cross for their sins. He would then 
be resurrected from the dead to become the first fruits of those who die. 
Then, He would ascend into heaven as their forerunner and sit at the 
right hand of God to intercede for them. This is how He prepared a place 
in Heaven for all believers.

At the end of His earthly ministry, He said on the cross, “It is finished!” 
(Jhn 19:30). Everything that is needed for our salvation is done. When 
sinners receive Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord and repent of their 
sins before God, He will welcome them into His Kingdom to inherit it. He 
will admit them into His City to enjoy all His providence and protection 
and to dwell in His mansions with Him forever.

God has made such wonderful preparations for us who live on Earth as 
pilgrims for His name’s sake. On the other hand, He prepared a body for 
His Own Son, who willingly suffered so much pain and agony for us so 
that we may enjoy all the spiritual blessings from God. How can we not 
love Jesus Christ and worship Him as our Lord and Saviour?

Dixie Chua
Dixie is an editor of Fishers
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Pilgrims on Earth
Paul wrote, “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people 
most to be pitied” (1 Cor 15:19). Can we truthfully agree with Paul? For many 
of us, the Christian life is the best way to live; it includes a happy family, good 
fellowship, and all the blessings God can give. But do we realise that they 
are very much earth-centred? Of course, there is nothing wrong, and it is very 
fitting to enjoy God and the blessings He freely bestows upon us in this life. 
But if we hold on to the things of this life too tightly and are not focused on 
God Himself and on our goal of being in eternity with Him, we are embracing 
a shallow form of Christianity. 

What this means is that if we live for the good life that being a Christian gives 
now, we are very likely to break under the duress of trials and persecution. 
We would not be able to endure much suffering, nor would we be able 
to withstand the many temptations to indulge in fleshly desires. The only 
motivation that can steel us to endure suffering and seek holiness in this 
sinful world is to live as pilgrims bound for Heaven.

This is what Peter wanted his persecuted readers to see in 1 Pet 2:9-11, “But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to 
abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.” 
The Christian life is a pilgrim life, and we are aliens and strangers on this 
earth. Also, the writer of Hebrews, talking about the faithful saints of old, 
declared that “These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, 
but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged 
that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland” (Heb 11:13-14). And again, 
we read about the faithful saints who declare, “For here we have no lasting 

Pilgrims on the King’s 
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city, but we seek the city that is to come” (Heb 13:14).

Heaven, Our Eternal Home 
Christians are technically pilgrims journeying towards Heaven. However, 
there is minimal talk about Heaven today among many Christians. There 
may be just a few hymns or a few books about Heaven, and it is possible to 
attend Christian funerals where Heaven is hardly mentioned. Christians face 
death, but many are not excited about going to Heaven! 

In a recent book entitled Heaven on Earth, Derek Thomas concluded in his 
postscript that “Heaven exists somewhere. It is where the body of Jesus 
is right now. Heaven in its current form is a location in space – physical, 
tangible, and real. Eventually, at the Second Coming, Heaven is going to take 
the form of a renewed cosmos”. 

He went on to say that we should think of it as a perfect place where life is 
without sin. It is a world without pain, disease, and death. It is where our 
occupation will have maximum satisfaction. In its final form, Heaven is the 
new Earth where all of God’s creation is restored for us to enjoy. The most 
incredible experience of Heaven will be to gaze upon Jesus’ face, when  
Rev 22:4 is finally fulfilled, “They will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads.” All the redeemed in Christ will look at Him with tears of joy 
and gratitude, and we will bow down in worship, praise, and adoration. 

On the King’s Highway
As pilgrims journeying towards Heaven, we must constantly remind ourselves 
that there is only one road. That road is the highway of the King, who is the 
Almighty God, and we reached that highway through Christ our Saviour when 
we believed in Him. The highway is the way of holiness, and without holiness, 
no man shall see the Lord (Heb 12:14). The way of holiness is a path that 
goes upward. It is a narrow and challenging path, but it is also a glorious one. 
As you travel upwards, you will see the world more clearly for what it is – 
sinful and rebellious against the Holy God. As you travel upwards, the things 
of this world will grow dimmer, with less allure, and the things of God will 
increasingly beckon you. As you travel upwards, you become progressively 
conformed to the image of Christ.

We will encounter many dangers along the way, but we need to walk the 
road courageously as it is the only road that takes us home. Our life’s goal 
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is to reach our destination, and everything we do should serve our great 
aim of getting to Heaven. Yet many things in our lives are legitimate, such 
as education, hobbies, careers, etc., but these things are used to serve the 
great aim of our life, which is to arrive safely in Heaven. Nothing should 
distract us from that. It would be tragic to walk through the world and be going 
in the wrong direction.

It is tough and lonely to walk alone on any path. Similarly, it is hard to 
walk through life alone as a Christian, and so we need other Christians to 
help us along the way. We can help one another by talking about spiritual 
things, participating in spiritual work, pointing out the sins and obstacles that  
hold us back, and providing encouragement, refreshment, and help. We 
have all types of needs, and we can help each other meet them in ways that 
honour God.

We are pilgrims on the King’s Highway journeying to our heavenly home. 
Death is not a calamity or a disaster for the Christian; instead, death is the 
pilgrim arriving home. It is the crossing of the river, which might be cold and 
deep, but our Lord Jesus is with us all the way. And on the other side, all the 
trumpets will sound to welcome us home! We need to remember this truth, 
or we will die badly – in despair and hopelessness. To die well is to live well 
for the Lord on our pilgrim’s journey. To die well is to have as few regrets as 
possible on our deathbed. To die well is for us to have a clear view of the 
celestial city in Heaven. If we think much of Heaven now, we can rejoice 
when the call comes.

Conclusion
Let us be reminded of Spurgeon’s words:
“Remember, O Christian, that thou art a son of the King of kings. Therefore, 
keep thyself unspotted from the world. Soil not the fingers which are soon 
to sweep celestial strings. Let not these eyes become the windows of lust 
which are soon to see the King in his beauty. Let not those feet be defiled in 
miry places, which are soon to walk the golden streets. Let not those hearts 
be filled with pride and bitterness which are ere (before) long to be filled with 
Heaven, and to overflow with ecstatic joy.”

Chua Eu Jin
Eu Jin is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Many of us may not want to admit it, but maintaining a regular and 
disciplined prayer life is very hard. For some of us, our lives are so 
busy that we neglect to pray. Others find prayer boring and tedious, 
and we would far prefer to do other things – study the Bible and 
perform works of ministry.

Yet, we know that our Lord commands us to pray. His teaching on 
prayer may be summed up in Luk 18:1, that “at all times (we) ought 
to pray and not to lose heart.” He has also set for us a wonderful 
example of a vibrant prayer life – and if the Son of God needed to pray, 
we mere mortals need to pray even more!

Then we remember the precious promises that God has given us 
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to motivate us to pray. These include Matt 7:7, “Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.” We all know this – yet why do we still not want to pray? Is our 
prayerlessness because of our lack of humility? How do we address 
this problem so that we might be more prayerful?

The Foundation for Prayer – Knowing God for Who He is
What is your understanding of Matt 6:7, “And when you are praying, 
do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose 
that they will be heard for their many words”? Most of us would 
immediately think of the repetitive mouthing of formulaic prayers to 
secure God’s attention. But what the Lord Jesus is denouncing is not 
an inappropriate practice but an utterly wrong idea of God altogether. 
To pray like this is to think that God is like us, and to think of Him this 
way is inappropriate and insulting to Him.

Genuine prayer is built on the correct knowledge of Who God is. We 
only pray aright when we have a right view of God – it does not have 
to be a complete understanding, but it must be biblically correct. That 
is why, immediately after Matt 6:7, Jesus teaches His disciples to pray, 
beginning with “Our Father who is in heaven.” That phrase is not just 
an invocation, but it informs us accurately Who God is. 

Our Only Right Response is Humility
When we rightly understand God (as revealed in Scripture), our only 
appropriate response to Him is humility; but what is humility? It is to be 
nothing and to make way for God to be everything. It is acknowledging 
that we are mere men and yielding to God His rightful place as God. 
It comes to us when we see how truly God is all, and we strive to let 
God be the centre and circumference of our lives – in our wills and 
minds, in our affections, and even our instincts. Humility is when man 
presents himself as an empty vessel for God to indwell in power and 
grace.
 
Humility Because We are Redeemed Sinners
In 1 Tim 1:15, Paul writes, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
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sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.” So, this is how the Apostle 
Paul views himself; but God showed him mercy – that is what keeps 
him humble and lowly.

Do we realise that we can only ever be a sinner saved by grace no 
matter what we achieve in life? Even when glorified in eternity, we will 
never be anything more than ransomed sinners. This truth ought to 
drive us to intense humility, profound gratitude, and deep joy.

Paul is mindful that he was redeemed as a sinner and painfully 
aware of his present sinful nature. He says in Rom 7:18, “For I know 
that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.” The sinful nature 
is true of us too, and it will be till the day we die. While we are still alive, 
we carry about a flesh that is all evil in our persons, which has every 
tendency to rebel against God and be wicked towards others. 

The Christian knows that he is helpless against the stranglehold of 
sin over him – he has victory only by the grace of God. And, it is this 
redeeming grace of God that keeps Paul humble, as he marvels in 
Rom 5:20, “but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.” 
This truth is critical – dwelling on our sins does not necessarily make 
us contrite. Instead, knowing God’s forgiveness and knowing the 
price God paid for our forgiveness drives us to humility. So, it is the 
mindfulness of this amazing grace of God that keeps us humble – 
and that is the reason why we should preach the Gospel to ourselves 
every single day. 

Humility Because We are Created Beings
Because God lavishes His divine grace on all His creatures, all created 
beings must be humble before Him as this pleases Him. So, the  
holy angels are humble, and that is why the seraphim clothe 
themselves in humility, covering their feet so that God would not see 
those baser body parts, covering their faces in case they should catch 
sight of God.

Then what about man? Before the Fall of man, nothing is more blessed 
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and beautiful than to be lowly in a relationship with God, to live in 
total dependence on God. As creatures, the man and the woman 
were designed to be preoccupied with God and be dazzled with His 
blazing glory. That naturally drives them to a place of humility before 
the glorious God. 

Yet, there is still an even higher humility – that of the Word Who 
became flesh.

Christ, the Supreme Expression of the Highest Humility 
Jesus Christ is no created being; He is God Himself – yet He clothed 
Himself in humility in His relationship to God the Father. The Lord 
Jesus joyfully took upon Himself the posture and practice of entire 
submission to the Will of God. He clothed Himself in meekness and 
lowliness to seek and save sinners.

This truth is explained in Php 2:6-8, “although He existed in the form 
of God, (He) did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.” 

How does the Son of God express and exemplify the humility in His 
heart? First, He utterly empties Himself to do His Father’s Will in the 
Father’s way – “Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, 
‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it 
is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, 
these things the Son also does in like manner’” (Jhn 5:19). 

Second, what Jesus wants is irrelevant; He only wants what the Father 
wants – “I can do nothing on My own initiative. …I do not seek My own 
will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (Jhn 5:30).

Third, the greatest Teacher who ever lived openly declares that His 
teaching is not His own, but God’s – “So Jesus answered them and 
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said, ‘My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me’” (Jhn 7:16). 

And lastly, Christ does not seek glory and honour from men for 
Himself – “I do not seek My glory” (Jhn 8:50).

To Follow Christ in Lifelong Christlike Humility 
Why was Jesus, the Son of Man, able to accomplish God’s mighty 
salvation plan for sinners? Because of His supreme humility, which 
bears tremendous spiritual fruit. 

Sin came into being because of pride – the loss of humility; pride is the 
root of every sin. So, the angels fell when they took their adoring gaze 
off God and began to look upon themselves with self-satisfaction, and 
thus threw off their creaturely dependence on God. So likewise, man 
fell when Satan poisoned Adam and his wife with his pride, stirring in 
them the desire to stop being subservient humans and be like God. 
So, all evil began with pride; therefore, pride must die in us, or no true 
blessing can live in us.
 
Just as sin began with pride, so sin will finally be defeated by humility 
– Christ’s humility. When Christ saved us from our sins, He also saved 
us to impart His humility to us. Gal 2:20 says, “I have been crucified 
with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” The 
Christian has died, and the new life he lives is the life of Christ, a 
life of supreme humility! God saved us so that we can participate 
experientially in the life of Christ! And that is nothing short of partaking 
in Christ’s willing selflessness and humility. 

Christlike Humility Drives Christlike Prayer
It is out of Christ’s humility that His prayer life flows. What are some of 
the characteristics of His prayer life?

• Jesus planned for alone-time to pray – “After He had sent the crowds 
away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray; and when it was 
evening, he was there alone” (Matt 14:23).
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• He sacrificed sleep to pray – “In the early morning, while it was still 
dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, 
and was praying there” (Mrk 1:35).

• Jesus slipped away far from the maddening crowd to enjoy time 
alone with His Father – “But Jesus Himself would often slip away to 
the wilderness and pray” (Luk 5:16).
 
Jesus wanted to spend all that time praying because He enjoyed 
drawing near to the Father and spending time with Him. Therefore, it 
is a crime for us to speak of prayer as tedious, laborious work that we 
run away from when our Lord views it as a time of sweet fellowship 
with the God He loves and loves to be with. 

In Humility Before God, We Cannot Do Without Prayer 
“It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He 
spent the whole night in prayer to God. And when the day came, He 
called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also 
named as apostles” (Luk 6:12-13). Jesus spent the entire night in 
prayer because He consecrated to God everything He had to do – 
and appointing disciples who would become apostles is a major task. 

A much more severe example of this is where, “They came to a  
place named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, ‘Sit here 
until I have prayed’” (Mrk 14:32) Jesus wrestled in anguished prayer, 
and then He humbled Himself before the Father, in submission to the 
Father’s will for Him at Calvary. Once He got up from His knees at 
Gethsemane, our Lord Jesus never struggled again with His decision 
to go to the cross.

If it is needful for Christ, the Perfect Man, to come to God in prayer for 
significant decisions in His life, how much more needful for us fallen, 
feeble men! Nothing we do can have an eternal, spiritual fruitfulness 
apart from God’s empowerment. We are indescribably arrogant to 
think that we can do any work to God’s glory without prayer. Do we 
serve more than we pray? If we do, we are as ignorant as we are 
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arrogant. Prayerlessness is our declaration of independence from 
God. To not pray is to tell God, “I don’t need your grace on this one; I 
can do it on my own.”
 
In Humility Before God, We Rely on Him for Strength 
When we are humble before God, we realise that we must rely on Him 
for strength to do every task He has assigned to us, and so we pray to 
Him as if our lives depended on it. In this way, we win the battle on our 
knees before God before fighting the good fight before men. And how 
does God respond to men who humbly call upon Him for help? God 
says, “But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of 
spirit, and who trembles at My word” (Isa 66:2).

Conclusion
The secret of all Christian blessing is humility – the nothingness which 
leaves God free to be all. As much as you have pride in you, you have 
the likeness of Satan in you; as much as you have humility in you, you 
have the Son of God indwelling you through His Spirit. 

That is why denying ourselves is crucial; meekness and lowliness 
must be the distinguishing feature of Christian discipleship. Humility 
is the root of all other graces; humility is the necessary condition of 
true fellowship with Christ. It is the fullest experience and enjoyment 
of eternal life in the present. 

And when we have true fellowship with Christ, in Christlike humility, 
we will enjoy drawing near to God the Father in prayer, viewing it as a 
time of blessed fellowship with the Everlasting God, our Creator. 

Tan Soon Yong
Soon Yong is a pastor of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an editor of 
Fishers.
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I was born into a family whereby my parents and grandparents 
worshipped their deities. When I was young, they would bring me to 
pray and offer food to them on the altar.

When I was twelve years of age, my mum’s younger sister brought 
me to her church, where I learnt about Jesus and heard many stories 
from the Bible. I enjoyed the church services as I sensed joy in the 
worshippers, yet I did not fully understand the spiritual truths. So, after 
a while, I stopped attending that church. 

The turning point in my life came when I was fourteen years old, in 
Secondary 2. I befriended a pastor who was giving out tracts regularly 
outside my school. He shared with me about God and told me that 
everything has a creator – just like a pen – and man’s Creator is God. 
He showed me Bible verses in Romans that we are all sinners and 
as God hates sin, we will be judged and punished with eternal death. 
But because He loves us, He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die in our 
place for our sins. Once we repent of our sins, turn to Jesus in faith, 
and ask Him to be our Lord and Saviour, we will be forgiven by God.

At that point, I did not think that I was that sinful to be punished with 
eternal death as I was generally a good person, except for telling my 
parents a few ‘white’ lies. However, after knowing more biblical truths, 
I realised that a small sin such as lying is still a sin to God. All sins, 
whether in thought, word or deed, are the same in that they separate 
us from God, with dire consequences, for “the wages of sin is death…” 
(Rom 6:23). 

The pastor also asked me many questions, which set me thinking 
about Who God is. I asked my parents why they believed in their 

God’s Awesome Transformation 
of My Family

Testimony
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deities, but they could not tell me much except that they would call 
upon those deities for help whenever they were in trouble.

I started subscribing to the mail club operated by the pastor’s church 
and enjoyed learning about God. I learnt about our purpose in life 
– why we are here on earth – which is to glorify God. I received the 
Lord Jesus as my Saviour a few months later, knowing that it was 
something that I was convicted to do. I was baptised that same year in 
obedience to what God commanded, “Therefore we were buried with 
Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so, we also should walk in 
newness of life” (Rom 6:4).

I thank God that I did not have much parental objection about 
attending church, except that they forbade me from being baptised. 
To them, baptism meant that I had ‘crossed over’ and would be truly a 
Christian! So, expecting objections from them when I informed them 
of my baptism, I was utterly shocked when they said that they were 
fine with it!

I think God was already working in their hearts. My mother’s side of 
the family had many issues with sins such as drugs, alcoholism, etc. 
My mum had a large family with eight brothers and two sisters; of 
these, she lost three brothers – one died in a car accident while drunk, 
the second was killed in a fight while drunk, and the third committed 
suicide after killing someone. Her deities could not help her, and she 
was disappointed.

Through my aunt, many Christians from her church reached out to our 
problematic family. They attended the funerals of her family members 
to help out. One such funeral happened during the Chinese New Year 
period. Most of our unbelieving relatives kept away as attending a 
wake or funeral during that period was considered inauspicious. 
However, many Christians from my aunt’s church attended, provided 
encouragement, and prayed with us. Their love greatly touched my 
mother, grandmother, and some of her siblings. 
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Looking back, I can see the Lord working in my family’s and my 
maternal family’s hearts. Subsequently, my parents, my two brothers, 
and several of my mother’s siblings, including my grandmother, 
received the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. Praise the Lord!

God transformed the problematic uncles as well! One is now serving 
full-time in a church as a mission worker, and another alcoholic uncle 
stopped drinking altogether after he came to Christ! This reminded me 
of God’s command in Acts 16:31 to the Philippian jailer, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”

For myself, God has constantly reminded me of His sovereignty and 
grace in bringing me through some near-death experiences, such as 
my complicated childbirth and an earthquake experience in Japan. 
He certainly is in control of all things; even as I faced death in those 
situations, I had His assurance that I would be with Him eternally 
after death. My husband Andrew is also a believer, and he shared his 
testimony some issues ago in Fishers. My constant prayer is that my 
three children will continue to hold on to the faith till the end of their 
lives.

All praise and glory to God!

Jessie Ng
Jessie is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.

Fishers I 37 



38 I Fishers Fishers I 39 

Requests for Resources 

Name: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms   

Address:       

                                                                           

Country: Postal Code:           

Email Address:             
 
I agree that The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, its representatives or authorised 
intermedaries may use the above particulars to send me publications of the Christian 
faith and/or contact me on the activities of the Fellowship.

Signature  Date

Books Available
The following books are published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship 
and available to Fishers readers at no charge.

What You Should Know About 
Attending Church Meetings
Many factors can affect the spiritual 
life of a Christian. A Christian who 
attends church meetings regularly  
is likely to be in a better state than 
one who does not.

Footprints in the Snow
This autobiographical work is a moving 
testimony recounting God’s wonderful  
grace in the life of the author.
(English, Chinese Simplified Version and 
Myanmar language)

From Generation  
To Generation
Have you read the sequel to 
Footprints in the Snow, which  
is a testimony of God’s grace  
in the life of Dr Dixie Chua? 
Order your copy today!

Please indicate the resources you require:

Magazine Subscription
 Fishers                                  

Other Publications
 What You Should Know About Attending Church Meetings by Huang Ee Yuen

 Footprints in the Snow by Dr Dixie Chua 

 From Generation To Generation by Dr Dixie Chua

To Unsubscribe or Change of Address: 
Please provide the following information:
• Your Name; Subscriber Number (at the top left-hand of your address label); Existing Addresses 
• For Change of Address – include both the Existing and New Addresses

 English            Chinese          Myanmar 
                          Simplified       Language
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We Believe…

• the original writings of the Old and New Testaments, namely, the present  
 66 volumes of the Scriptures, are infallible and unique in their divine  
 inspiration, authority and sufficiency.

• there is one God, yet with three distinct persons (the Father, the Son and  
 the Holy Spirit) who are co-equal and to whom equal honour is due.

• Jesus Christ is the only begotten and eternal Son of God.
 – He truly became man, being begotten of the Holy Spirit and born of the   
  virgin Mary.
 – His death was a sacrifice to God and a propitiation for the remission  
  of sins.
 – He was raised from the dead in His physical body.
 – He ascended to the right hand of God, and is now the all-sufficient High   
  Priest of His people.
 – He will come again to receive His people unto Himself, and to set up 
  His Kingdom.

• in consequence of the Fall, sin came in, and man became ‘lost’, and at  
 ‘enmity against God’ and ‘without strength’ to do the will of God.

• the Holy Spirit’s work is essential in regeneration and sanctification.

• the justification of the sinner before God is by faith alone. Every justified  
 one is also born of God. Such new birth results in and is made evident by  
 holiness of life and good works.

• at death the spirit of man does not cease to exist or become unconscious. 
 The dead will be raised bodily either to life or to condemnation, and  
 the blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will  
 be eternal.

• the Devil, also called Satan, who deceives the whole world, is a person.

  
Our Mission…
The Fishers magazine is published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 
Singapore. Our mission is to present the Gospel of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to promote Christian spiritual growth. It is sent to 
you at no charge, and its upkeep depends on God who supplies all our 
needs through faithful Christians who feel a burden in this work.

Please address all enquiries to:
“The Editors of Fishers, The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 

132 Margaret Drive, Singapore 149301.”
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