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Waiting on the Lord

“Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.”
Psalm 33:20
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Waiting – Is it Inactivity or a Spiritual Discipline? Many are waiting 
for the pandemic to end so that we can return to things as they were 
before. But we don’t know how long this coronavirus will linger, and is 
the Church supposed to sit around, doing nothing, waiting for the virus 
to go away? No, this is a good time to revisit biblical teaching on what 
it means to wait on God. Turning Negatives into Positives is something 
believers have always done, even in the Bible – we should learn from 
their example. We should also remember that Our Sovereign God 
controls all things, as two believers testify in this article.

Seasoned readers of Fishers know that there will always be Gospel 
articles in each issue – which is why the magazine makes an excellent 
evangelistic gift. Time to Wake Up exhorts us in this pandemic season 
not to take opportunities for repentance and faith for granted. At the 
same time, Redemption – Reconciliation winds up the series of articles 
explaining God’s salvation plan in detail. Another believer shares how 
he has been Made Righteous in God’s Sight in his salvation testimony.

Finally, Prayerlessness Due to Lack of Love reminds us that the one 
thing we can always do – in any pandemic – is to pray; only let our 
prayers be motivated by love for God and love for others. 
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Waiting – Is It Inactivity or  
a Spiritual Discipline?

Christian Living

What comes into your mind when you hear the word “Wait”? Do you 
think of waiting in a rush-hour traffic jam or for a test result, or for a 
seat in a popular restaurant? When we think of waiting, it is often 
something passive. Waiting is often synonymous with doing nothing 
besides sitting there twiddling our thumb.

However, when the Bible speaks of waiting, it has an entirely different 
meaning. Biblical waiting is not a passive activity; it is demonstrated 
by active dependence upon and obedience to God. It is always faith 
with obedience to the Word of God, and it is a spiritual discipline that 
we seek to practise in our lives. 

In this article, we will examine, in greater depth, how we wait upon God 
in all circumstances. We will identify some critical spiritual principles 
that we can apply in waiting upon God, especially when undergoing 
distress, pain, and suffering in our lives. 

Acknowledging that God is Sovereign Over All Things
Before all else, we acknowledge that God is sovereign over all things. 
Nothing we are presently experiencing is outside His eternal decree 
and direct oversight. We read in Ecc 7:13-14, “Consider the work of 
God; for who can make straight what He has made crooked? In the 
day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: Surely 
God has appointed the one as well as the other, so that man can find 
out nothing that will come after him.”

Yes, whatever our present predicament is, it is of the Lord. And as 
much as we may want to ‘fix’ any problem, we are first to wait upon the 
Lord by acknowledging His sovereign purpose. Sometimes the most 
challenging thing to do is to wait upon Him.
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Depending on God Completely
Following the doctrine of God’s sovereignty, we must remember that 
we depend on God for all things. We are all dependent on God even 
for our next heartbeat, let alone life’s necessary provisions. As Job 
confessed, the Lord gives and takes away (Job 1:21). And as the 
Apostle Paul expressed in Rom 11:36, “For of Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 

While it is true that all of God’s creation belongs to God and is dependent 
upon Him, it is also true that those who have been adopted in Christ 
have a special belonging and dependence upon God as Father. Thus 
in our waiting, we must go to Him for help in times of need. 

Seeking Spiritual Strength from God
Our helplessness becomes apparent, especially during times of 
adversity and calamity. But in God alone do we find the strength 
to tread troubled waters. The Psalms express well the relationship 
between waiting upon God and finding strength. We see in the 
following passages some examples:

– “Our soul waits for the Lord; He is our help and our shield.”  
    (Psa 33:20)
– “Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your  
    heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!” (Psa 27:14)
– “Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all you  
    who hope in the Lord.” (Psa 31:24)

Being Patient and Quiet Before the Lord 
The current pandemic has forced us to slow down. With so many 
of life’s activities slackened or curtailed, we can finally sit still for a 
moment and be quiet. This outcome of sitting still and being quiet in 
that stillness is another principle of biblical waiting:

– “It is good that one should hope and wait quietly for the salvation of  
 the Lord.” (Lam 3:26)
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– “My soul, wait silently for God alone, for my expectation is from   
    Him.” (Psa 62:5)

We listen to God speak to us through His Word best when we are still 
and silent. There are many lessons to learn from His Word, including 
the importance of patience in difficult and trying times. Quiet patience 
is an essential part of waiting, for it drives us to hope in God.

Refraining from Fear and Worry
Fear can be a helpful response in a dangerous situation, but it can 
also be something that causes us to take our eyes off our Lord Jesus 
Christ. No matter our challenge, Scripture shows us that a part of 
waiting upon God involves avoiding being controlled by fear and 
worry. The remedy to our fears is God Himself, and we must learn to 
go to Him before all else: 

– “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You. In God (I will praise His  
 word), in God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can flesh do  
 to me?” (Psa 56:3-4)
– “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
 Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, and  
 though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though  
 its waters roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with its  
 swelling.” (Psa 46:1-3)

The Lord Jesus Christ instructs us to avoid worrying about our 
lives because we have a Heavenly Father who takes care of us — 
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is 
not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the 
birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?” 
(Matt 6:25-27).
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Continuing to Learn and Obey God’s Commands
In Psa 119, there are many references of the Psalmist finding peace 
and comfort in God’s Word. When he thinks of the ancient rules of 
God, he finds comfort (Psa 119:52). When sojourning in this temporal 
world, his mind is on the statutes of God like songs on his life’s journey 
(Psa 119:54). Even when he lies in bed at night, the thoughts of God’s 
Law fill his mind as he seeks to do them (Psa 119:55).

Surely we must make Psa 25:4-5 our prayer: “Show me Your ways, O 
Lord; teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for 
You are the God of my salvation; on You I wait all the day.”

As we wait upon the Lord, we are to grow in the knowledge of Him and 
His commands for us. And we are to be diligent in seeking Him and 
applying His Law in our lives. This is so that we might stay close to God 
our Father and avoid drifting into error or patterns of disobedience.

Expecting the Lord to Deliver
In the Scriptures, we see that waiting upon the Lord is accompanied 
by expectancy. Waiting upon God means expecting Him to act. God 
acts savingly towards those whom He set His eternal love. Christ is 
our Divine Rescuer, Saviour, Deliverer. He rescues us from the wrath 
of God; He saves us from eternal condemnation, and He delivers us 
from the bondage of Satan and our sins. Thus, when we find ourselves 
in difficult times, we should expect in faith that He will also deliver us 
from our troubles. He will do it either in this life or, through death and 
deliverance, unto eternal life. 

And so, we echo the words of Isaiah, “And it will be said in that day: 
‘Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us. 
This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; we will be glad and rejoice 
in His salvation.’” (Isa 25:9).

Seeking the Lord Through Prayer
Our waiting should not be that of inaction; instead, we should be 
actively praying for the Lord to bring deliverance. Remember that 
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when the rest of the world is panicking, the church should be praying. 
Let the words of Paul encourage us to pray constantly at all times and 
in all situations, “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing 
steadfastly in prayer…” (Rom 12:12). And also, “Be anxious for nothing, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Php 4:6-7).

Longing for Christ’s Final Return
This world, and everything in it, is slowly dying. All of creation groans 
in agony under the weight of the curse of the Fall of Man. Those of  
us who have experienced spiritual redemption long for the redemption 
of our bodies when we will behold Christ’s glory in heaven with our 
own eyes.

Until then, we eagerly wait as we read in 2 Pet 3:11-13, “Therefore, 
since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 
Nevertheless, we, according to His promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”

Conclusion 
Whatever be the tribulations that have caused us much distress, pain, 
and suffering, we should reflect on the positive lessons from God 
during the difficult times. And at least one lesson we all can benefit 
from is a better understanding of what it means to wait upon the Lord. 
He is sovereign over all things, and we depend on Him for our very 
next breath. So let us express our dependence by waiting patiently, 
avoiding worry, living obediently while seeking Him in prayer, and 
expecting Him to save, even as we long for Christ’s final return.

Chua Eu Jin
Eu Jin is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Recently, at the dawn of the new year, a friend said to me, “Dixie,  
I know you like to make New Year resolutions. Care to share with me your 
New Year resolution for 2022?” 

Without hesitation, I replied, “Turning negatives into positives!”

With a puzzled look on her face, she asked, “What’s that? It sounds like a 
business strategy to me.”

I explained, “My mind often dwells on things with a negative attitude such 
as this person is very irritating, that person does not behave properly, or 
this situation is unfavourable to me, etc. With all these negative feelings 
going about in my head, I will not be able to practise what Philippians 4:8 
teaches, ‘Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of good report if there is any virtue and if 
there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these things.’” 

To possess these positive, godly attitudes, I must consciously turn my 
negative thoughts about people or situations into positive ones. There are 
many examples of godly people in the Bible for us to emulate, and one 
such person in the Old Testament is Joseph.

God made a covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in redemptive 
history. This family was the most blessed one on earth, yet their sinful 
lives fill the pages of the Holy Scriptures. We find hatred, jealousy, bitter 
feud, sexual immorality, and more. Soon this shattered covenantal family 
began to intermarry with the cursed Canaanites and risked the loss of their 
distinctive identity. God dealt with this threat by sending Joseph ahead of 
His people to Egypt through a series of mysterious providential acts. In 
Egypt, they were segregated from the pagan nation and were preserved 

Turning Negatives into  
Positives 

Christian Living
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until they had become a great nation before God brought them back to the 
Promised Land. God’s faithfulness to His promises never fails; man, no 
matter how powerful, will not be able to thwart God’s plan.

Joseph Lifted Out of the Pit
This big move to Egypt began when Joseph, the late-born and greatly-
beloved son of Jacob and Rachel, was seventeen years old. Joseph was 
generous and forgiving, known for his splendid talents, magnificent moral 
character, and humble spirit in the Genesis record. However, he was not 
like that when he was young – Gen 37:2 reveals Joseph to be a tale-
bearer, reporting bad things about his brothers back to their father. As a 
sign of Joseph’s preferential status, Jacob made a coat of many colours 
for him, while the other sons wore coats of a single colour. And so, his 
brothers were intensely envious of him. Parental favouritism promoted 
family discord and deception and led to the disappearance of the  
preferred son.

One day this innocent, albeit inexperienced, insensitive, and too well-
protected child of Jacob woke up from his dream. He spoke, unrestrained, 
about his prospects of greatness depicted in the dream. This happened 
not once but twice, and so his brothers’ hatred for him grew so strong that 
they were ready to murder him when the opportunity arose.

That fateful day, his father sent Joseph to look for his brothers who were 
feeding the flock at Dothan and return with news about them. When his 
brothers saw Joseph coming towards them wearing his coat of many 
colours, away from the protective gaze of their father, they conspired to 
kill him. They forcefully stripped off his coat and pushed him into an empty 
pit amidst his struggling, crying, and pitiful pleading for his life.

The turning point of Joseph’s life came in that dark and dreadful pit at 
Dothan. He must have realised how his self-centredness, thoughtlessness, 
and pride had caused his brothers to hate him enough to want to kill him. 
In the dark pit, he must have remembered the story his father Jacob told 
him about the ladder coming down from heaven and God’s promises to 
him on that first night he left his parents, Isaac and Rebekah. Joseph must 
have prayed fervently for a ladder to come down the pit for him to go up. 
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Then, he saw the faces of his brothers at the mouth of the pit, throwing 
him a cord for him to climb up. His heart must have leapt with joy and 
hope, thinking that his brothers had changed their minds about causing 
him harm. After all, haven’t they sent the cord down to lift him out of the pit 
so that he could return to his father?

To his horror, Joseph found that he was lifted from the pit only to be sold as 
a slave for twenty pieces of silver to Ishmaelite traders enroute to Egypt! 
This was a tragedy from a human perspective; from God’s perspective, it 
was the beginning of His plan to preserve His people.  

Joseph spent terrible days and nights on the camel wagon with 
merchandise from Gilead for the Egyptian market. Away from Jacob’s 
protection, Joseph now suffered the red-hot air of the wilderness, under the 
churlish masters with whistling whips frequently landing on his shoulders.

Joseph’s faith in God must have grown by leaps and bounds after that 
experience! He was utterly helpless under such circumstances, and his 
only hope was to lean upon God’s promise of help in time of need. And 
God did not fail him, for, from Gen 39 onwards, we read in several places 
that the presence of God was with him, and the Lord blessed him in 
whatever He did. 

Upon arrival in Egypt, by God’s providence, Joseph was presented before 
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, who was in the 
marketplace looking for a slave. His eyes caught sight of this young and 
handsome boy, and he bargained with the Ishmaelites for the price for 
this slave. At whatever price Potiphar paid for this Hebrew slave, he got 
a good bargain – he brought home not just a new slave but someone 
endowed with God’s presence and blessing. Joseph, who had many 
servants waiting on him at his own home, was now a slave serving a 
foreign master. He turned a negative situation into an opportunity to please 
God by serving faithfully in all his duties. Soon his master trusted him so 
much that Joseph was promoted to be the overseer of his household. God 
blessed whatever Joseph did and the Egyptian’s house for his sake.

All went well until Potiphar’s wanton wife cast a lustful eye on Joseph. 
When Joseph refused to yield to her demands, in anger, she falsely 
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accused him of attempted rape, and he was thrust into the dungeon for a 
crime he did not commit. Potiphar, very likely, did not believe what his wife 
said, or Joseph would have been executed for such an atrocity. Joseph’s 
punishment of confinement, with the king’s prisoners, was relatively mild 
considering the seriousness of the accusation.

The Lord’s presence and mercy never left Joseph. His faith in God 
was so evident that the keeper of the prison put him in charge of the 
prisoners.  Again, he turned a negative situation into a positive opportunity 
to testify for God. The Lord was with Joseph, and everything he did was 
prosperous, even in prison. God put formidable difficulties and powerful 
obstacles along Joseph’s path with a good purpose — to test, train, and 
provide opportunities for him to trust in and glorify the Lord. 

Joseph Lifted Out of the Dungeon
After thirteen years in prison, God finally lifted Joseph out of the dungeon 
cell to the very presence of the most powerful king of his time, Pharaoh. 
The king was greatly troubled by his two unusual dreams, and none of the 
wise men in the land could interpret them. Finally, Joseph was summoned 
before him to interpret his dreams. The king was so pleased with Joseph 
that he promoted this prisoner to Prime Minister of Egypt overnight! But 
Joseph humbly attributed his ability to interpret dreams to the living God 
he worshipped. 

Within thirteen years, Joseph was lifted out twice: from the pit to be sold 
as a slave to Egypt and from the dungeon cell to be promoted to be the 
Prime Minister of Egypt. God had orchestrated the whole series of events 
so that His people would be preserved to carry out His salvation plan 
through them.

Joseph’s Faith
Joseph learnt about God and His salvation plan for mankind during his first 
seventeen years living at home with Jacob and Rachel. The foundation 
of his faith was so firmly laid that even after he was sold to Egypt, living 
among idolaters in a corrupt and sensual society, he stood firm in his 
godly character and moral integrity. He was able to do that because the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was with Joseph to protect, guide, and 
give him victory.
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Joseph was very conscious of the presence of God with him; therefore, he 
was able to turn every negative event in his life into something positive. 
The names he gave to his sons bore witness to his noble character. 
“Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: ‘For God has made 
me forget all my toil and all my father’s house.’ And the name of the 
second he called Ephraim: ‘For God has caused me to be fruitful in the 
land of my affliction.’” (Gen 41:51-52).

He would not allow his brothers’ evil deeds towards him and his 
homesickness to cause him to sin against God. So, he turned all these 
into situations where he could become a fruitful branch to the glory of 
God. Joseph’s faith showed forth most brightly towards the later part of 
his life. 

Joseph was cared for and nurtured by Jacob for seventeen years in the 
land of Canaan. In return, he took care of Jacob and provided for him  
for seventeen years in the land of Egypt until Jacob died at the age of  
147 years.

After his father Jacob’s death, his brothers bowed down before him to ask 
for forgiveness for their evil deeds toward him. Joseph’s godly answer to 
his brothers became the encouragement for thousands throughout the 
ages, “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive” 
(Gen 50:20). Joseph’s faith in God to the end of his life is an example for 
us to follow. 

Our God is sovereign, faithful, and merciful in all His dealings with His 
people. Let us never forget that every negative situation placed in our 
path is part of God’s will for our sanctification, His purpose, and His glory.

My prayer for the new year is, “Lord, help me to dwell richly in your Word so 
that I may not sin against You in my thoughts, words, and deeds. Amen.” 

Dixie Chua
Dixie is an editor of Fishers.
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The Lord God Almighty is sovereign, in control of all things, and He 
“causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28). Below are 
testimonies from two of God’s servants, showing how He provided for their 
needs in the most unlikely of ways. Both testimonies also demonstrate 
how the Lord’s might and grace cut across countries, people, and their 
very different moments of need. All praise and glory to Him who promises 
us, “For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand, Who 
says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you’” (Isa 41:13).
 
The USA-Canada Connection
My youngest daughter, Grace, and her friend, Madison, had taken summer 
jobs at a resort in Alaska. She had a deadline to arrive at the resort by May 
1, and I needed to get back home for work by Monday, April 30.

The three of us left Los Angeles on Wednesday morning, April 26, and 
arrived 64 hours later on Friday evening! We had driven through the 
three western states of California, Oregon, and Washington in the USA 
and British Columbia in Canada. God blessed us in many ways along the 
way, but one blessing was particularly amazing to us, and this episode 
happened when we were driving through the Canadian leg of the journey. 

When researching the trip, I learned that petrol stations were about every 
40 to 80 km (25 to 50 miles) along our route. However, I did not realise that 
these were mostly sleepy little spots on the road that shut by 8 p.m. We 
were driving all day and night.

At about 6 p.m. on Thursday, we made it to a petrol station at a resort on 
the Canadian side and pumped only US$20 worth of petrol as the petrol 
tank was still quite full, and we thought that it might be cheaper at the 
following location. The station was closed when we got to the next town, 
but we still had half a tank. When we arrived in the following town, it was 
8:30p.m., and we had a little over a quarter tank of petrol left. Though 
closed, many stations have modern pumps, and they leave them on so you 

Our Sovereign God
Christian Living
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can use your credit card, fill up, and move on, even in the dead of night. 
However, not this one – this was an old-style pump where we had to pay 
at the counter. The next town on the road sign was 141km away, and our 
gauge indicated that we had enough petrol for about 128-140km. We had 
no choice but to drive on. 

I prayed for two things: that we would make it to that town and the petrol 
station there would have modern pumps. At that point, I stopped worrying 
and began to trust that God would take care of us. 

With enough petrol for about another 48 km, the low fuel light came on; 
it would be a very close shave! Well, we made it to that town – Good 
Hope Lake, British Columbia! Unfortunately, the store was closed, but no 
worries, we just have to look for modern petrol pumps, right?

Oh yeah, by that time, I was making contingency plans. I knew God could 
easily say yes to my prayer, but I also wanted to be prepared if His answer 
was no. That would mean a delay of 9 hours to our plans, sleeping in the 
cold Canadian night with no heat until the store opened, changing our hotel 
reservation, and rescheduling my flight home.

We were excited when we made it to the petrol station. We saw a semi-
trailer truck with its lights on parked over to the left, but we could not see 
the pump. There was this big tank where the pumps should be, and as 
we drove around it, we finally saw two pumps nestled at the end of it – 
one diesel and one regular unleaded. Whew! So far, so good. I got out to 
inspect it and saw – no credit card apparatus. The store hours were 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., and it was already 11 p.m.! It was going to be a long, cold night!

Still, there was a lot to be thankful for: we made it to the station, we did not 
run out of petrol on a narrow, windy, tree-lined road in a foreign country, 
and we did not have to push the car in less than zero-degree Centigrade 
weather!

This is not the end of the story, but where it gets interesting. As the above 
thoughts ran through my mind while I stared at the old-style petrol pump 
with no credit card machine, the semi-trailer truck pulled forward toward 
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us. The driver rolled down his window and asked if we needed petrol, to 
which I said that we did. He told us that he had pulled in for fuel just like us 
and prepared to wait until morning. The next thing he knew, the lady owner 
of the store knocked on his cab door and told him that if he needed fuel, to 
drive to the pump. 

A few minutes later, a car drove up from the house behind the store. A 
woman got out, asked me if we needed petrol, and said she would turn on 
the pump for us! So we filled up the petrol tank and continued according to 
our planned itinerary!

As I praised God for His kindness to us, it drove home to me that when 
we make our plans and ask the Lord to bless them, or when we pray 
specifically for the Lord to grant us our requests, He may very well say 
‘yes’, but often when He does, His ‘yes’ may not turn out to be as we 
envisioned it exactly. 

God is not bound by our limited perspective of how things should be done. 
He does not need credit card machines attached to petrol pumps to provide 
us with petrol. Instead, He can strategically place a semi-trailer driver and 
his truck and a kind-hearted mini-market owner in the right place at the 
right time to accomplish what is for our good – and His glory!

Jack Shaffer
Jack Shaffer is Associate Professor of New Testament at The Master’s Seminary, 
Calif, USA.  

The Canada-Bangladesh Connection 
Every year since 1974, around Easter time, I often reflect on the events 
that transpired that year that changed my life. I am always humbled when 
I recall how the Lord recommitted me to Him, how He paved the way for 
me to qualify as a nurse despite obstacles along the way, and how He  
led me to serve Him in Bangladesh as a nurse to glorify Him before the 
people there. 

Tears streamed down my face after hearing my nursing professor say, 
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“You need to decide what other profession you want to pursue because 
you are never going to make it as a nurse!” I was not fully prepared to 
write my final medical-surgical examination (exam) papers, having been ill 
with pneumonia and then having a tonsillectomy during Christmas break. 
Consequently, I failed the exam and would not be permitted to take a 
remedial until five months later. Since the age of four, I had wanted to  
be a nurse, so I was devastated to hear the professor’s words. As I went 
back to my dormitory room, my eyes focused on the Bible that lay on my 
night table through my tears. At that moment, my understanding became 
crystal clear. 

I was what people call a ‘Sunday Christian’, attending church every 
Sunday, but for the rest of the week, one would not find me reading God’s 
Word or even praying to Him, other than before meals. I realised then who 
was in the driver’s seat of my life – it was I and not Christ. I remembered 
a decision that I had made at an after-school Bible club. There, I had 
understood that Jesus died for my sins and by faith invited Him to be my 
personal Saviour. But the daily choices I was making in my life were all 
wrapped up in myself. 

That day in February 1974, I submitted my will to Him and rededicated my 
life to Jesus. I cried out to Him, saying, “If you want me to be a nurse, then I 
need your help, and if you don’t want me to be a nurse, I need you to show 
me what profession to pursue.” 

Since then, I have never looked back with any regret on my decision. God 
has led me every step; His mercy and grace abound. I am forgiven, Christ 
is alive, and one day I will be with Him in Heaven, not based on anything I 
have done but because I trusted in His finished work on the cross. I seek 
to make choices in my life each day that will glorify Him.

April 15, 1974, was Easter Monday, and it was especially poignant for me. 
My maternal grandmother had been admitted to the hospital that weekend 
with pneumonia and heart failure. That Monday, she stood in the presence 
of her precious Saviour, Jesus. After her death, one of the nursing home 
staff told us that as Grandma was being put into the ambulance, she said 
to them that she was going home. At the time, they were puzzled by her  
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statement but understood later; she knew that she was going HOME to be 
with her Lord!

Since I had failed my final medical-surgical exam in January, and the 
next run of the examinations was set for the week after Easter, the 
nursing administration decided it would be unwise for me to attend my 
grandmother’s funeral. They were concerned as I was scheduled to write 
two papers on the day of her funeral.

Being her first granddaughter, we had a close relationship, but I knew by 
now that I needed to commit my response and plea to the Lord in prayer. 
Suddenly I was summoned into the administrator’s office and informed that 
they had arranged for me to write my morning paper, attend the funeral, 
and take the second paper the following day. God was with me, and the 
results of those papers were my highest grades ever! Praise Him!

One of the songs that we sang that Easter was Because He Lives. 
“Because He lives, I can face tomorrow!” The words of this song helped 
me through the grieving period and every day since then, as I continued to 
live out my life for the Lord Jesus Christ.

After four years of marriage, my husband passed away.  As a couple, we 
supported and prayed for missionaries. Now, with confirmation from the 
leadership in my home church, God was sending me forth to the harvest 
field in Bangladesh to serve in medical missions using my skill-set in 
obstetrics.
 
The words of the second stanza of that song begin with, “How sweet to 
hold a newborn baby…” I cannot begin to tell you the number of times I 
have sung those words in my heart, as I held precious newborn babies 
at the hospital in Bangladesh, knowing that each one is created in God’s 
image! 

What a journey this has been! May God be glorified! 

Mary L. 
Mary L. is a nurse at Memorial Christian Hospital, Bangladesh. 
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Rom 13:11-14

The Gospel is relevant to both non-believers and Christians;  
it is appropriate at all times and in every area of our lives. While 
regeneration (being born again) happens at a particular point in time, 
after that, a saved person upholds a life-long commitment to the Christ 
who has saved him. This commitment cannot be undertaken lightly,  
so we need to constantly remind ourselves of the Gospel and reflect 
on its continuing application in our lives. 

Within the context of the Gospel, this article explains the implications 
of the imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ on non-believers 
and Christians. It warns non-believers that they need to put on the 
righteousness of Christ to be saved. It encourages Christians to live 
increasingly sanctified lives in appreciation, love, and honour to the 
Christ who has saved them. 

The Hour has Come 
The Time of Christ’s Return is Imminent
In Rom 13:11, Paul warned us, “Besides this you know the time, that 
the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we first believed.” The word ‘time’ was not about 
the hour of the day, but Paul used a word that meant ‘seasons of 
time’. As the season for the Lord’s return is near, we must prepare well 
as the consequences for being unprepared are eternal. The warning 
‘to wake from sleep’ conveys a sense of urgency because Jesus’ 
return could happen anytime. Therefore, we need to wake up and pay 
attention because, when He appears, we will have lost the opportunity 
for salvation.

In 1 Cor 15:51-54, Paul described the Lord’s return as taking place 
in the twinkling of an eye, which means suddenly and unannounced. 

Time to Wake Up
Gospel
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Christians will be taken up and be reunited with Jesus, and their 
bodies will be transformed into a new body suited for dwelling in  
God’s kingdom. 

Christ’s Return is Imminent, so Live Rightly
Paul continued in Rom 13:12 with, “The night is far gone; the day is 
at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the 
armour of light.” The Bible often uses the contrasts between day and 
night, darkness and light, to highlight the difference between good 
and evil and moral and immoral behaviors. So, in this verse, ‘night’ 
symbolises evil in the world, and ‘day’ symbolises God’s kingdom of 
good, represented by light. Thus, with the imminent return of the Lord 
Jesus to set up His kingdom, Paul urged us to ‘cast off the works of 
darkness’ and ‘put on the armour of light’. 

Casting Off Works of Darkness 
In the time of Paul, Roman soldiers faced huge uncertainties of life, 
such as whether they would return alive from battle. These led them to 
live wildly “in orgies and drunkenness…” (Rom 13:13) to satisfy their 
fleshly lusts. That philosophy of ‘You Only Live Once’ (YOLO) resulted 
in them wanting to make the best use of whatever time they have 
left to gratify themselves by indulging in all the sinful desires of their 
hearts. This same ‘YOLO’ philosophy is held by many people today. 

The world is depraved and entrenched in darkness as sins prohibited 
by God are openly practiced, tolerated, and even celebrated. For 
example, the young and the old surf the internet for sinful pleasures; 
many do not see extra-marital or pre-marital sex as a sin but simply a 
matter of freedom of choice. Those who frown upon such behavior are 
judged as being narrow-minded and old-fashioned. 

Sins are often committed under cover of darkness as many assume 
that darkness will hide their sins. The Bible says that men love 
darkness because their works are evil (Jhn 3:19). But God is Light  
(1 Jhn 1:5), and all our sins, done in secret, will one day come to light 
as nothing is hidden from God (Luk 8:17). 
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Putting on the Armour of Light 
Instead of indulging in the works of darkness that will ruin us, Paul 
urged us to ‘put on the armour of light’. The Lord Jesus Christ provides 
the only authentic armour of light, for He said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life” (Jhn 8:12). He then described Himself as the One Who will 
set free those enslaved by sin (Jhn 8:36).

The End of This World is Near 
When Paul indicated that ‘the night is far gone and the day is at hand’, 
he was warning that the end of this world is near when the Lord Jesus 
Christ returns to the world. We do not know when the Lord will return, 
but it will come when we are not expecting it. As long as the Lord has 
not returned, we still have the opportunity to put away the works of 
darkness. Understanding the times will give Christians the impetus for 
Gospel proclamation to those in darkness. 

Are there professing Christians who continue to sin? Of course, all 
Christians stumble in sin daily because our flesh is weak. But, when 
we sin, we need to grieve over our sin and repent sincerely. God will 
forgive; He will also reveal those who do not repent when He returns. 

Non-believers – Must Put on Christ
Having warned us about the urgency because of the Lord’s imminent 
return, Paul gave instructions on how we are to respond. In verse 
14, we are urged, “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”

What does ‘put on the Lord Jesus Christ’ have to do with salvation? 
In Rom 10:9, Paul said, “… if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.” Being saved into God’s kingdom can only happen 
if one openly professes Jesus as Lord and believe that our sins have 
been forgiven through Christ. When God raised Jesus from the dead, 
it signified the penalty for our sins has been fully paid and death has 
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been conquered. Using the analogy of putting on Jesus Christ, Paul 
demonstrated that salvation requires an open profession of faith in 
Jesus at one point in our lives and an ongoing relationship with Him. 
The parable of the wedding feast in Matt 22:1-13 illustrates what it 
means to put on Christ. 

Putting on the Wedding Garments 
The key message of the parable is captured in verses 11-13 when the 
King went out to survey all the guests at the feast and found one guest 
without a wedding garment. This account meant that all the other 
guests had worn the wedding garments. Since they had come from the 
highways, they would have been unprepared, and so the conclusion is 
that the King had provided the wedding garments for them. It was not 
something they had earned but was graciously provided by the King 
so that they were fit to attend the wedding feast. The man who did not 
put on the wedding garment was because he refused to put it on, and 
when questioned by the King, he had no excuse. The King told His 
servants to cast the man out of the wedding feast to a place where 
there was eternal suffering and punishment. 

The parable is not about being dressed in nice clothes for a wedding 
feast. Instead, the wedding garment symbolises the righteousness 
that only Jesus Christ, the Sinless Son of God, could bestow. No one 
is fit to enter God’s kingdom without Christ’s righteousness.

Christ – The Garment of Righteousness
When Jesus was born into this world as a Man, He lived for 33 
years in perfect obedience to God and never sinned even once. At 
the instigation of the Jewish religious leaders, the Roman authorities 
crucified Him, and He died on the Cross. He was without sin and was 
perfectly righteous but died in our place, for our sins. Jesus paid in full 
the price demanded of our sins. If Jesus had committed any sin during 
His earthly life, then His death at the Cross would not be sufficient 
to pay for our sins. His sacrifice at the Cross qualified Him to be the 
‘Garment of Righteousness’. Hence, we must put on Christ before we 
can enter the kingdom of heaven.



22 I Fishers Fishers I 23 22 I Fishers

Everyone who professes Jesus as Lord and claims Him as Saviour will 
be seen in God’s eyes as clothed with His righteousness. For our non-
Christian readers, unless you put on Christ, you will not enter heaven. 
The man who refused to put on the wedding garment was invited to 
the wedding feast but was cast into eternal damnation because he 
rejected Jesus. 

We must remove our old filthy garments to put on the clean wedding 
garments. In the same manner, before one can receive Jesus into 
their life, they must genuinely renounce their old way of life. They 
cannot choose Christ and yet hold onto their sins. Salvation is by faith 
in Christ alone. We are not saved partially by our efforts and the rest 
by God’s grace. It is all of God’s grace and by the finished work of 
Christ at the Cross. Our best efforts and good works are filthy rags fit 
only for the rubbish bin.

Christians – Putting on Christ
The moment of our salvation is also the moment we put on Christ, 
and God changed our hearts of stone to hearts of flesh. When that 
happens, Jesus begins to dwell in us and equip us with the necessary 
strength and desire to live as children of light. Before our conversion, 
we were enslaved to sin and could not overcome sin even if we wanted 
to. After our conversion, we have the power to overcome sin, and that 
is why God commands Christians not to continue indulging the flesh, 
which is sinning.

Demonstrating Changed Lives
Paul spoke about putting on Christ as both a past event and an 
ongoing act until the day we are taken home to glory. The passage 
in Eph 5:1-13 provides many descriptions of what it means to put on 
Christ. Having been saved by Christ, Christians now walk as Children 
of Light and refuse to have fellowship with the deeds of darkness. 
They must crush the desires of their old sinful self and demonstrate 
changed lives because Christ now dwells in them. 
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Becoming More Christ-like
We now choose to manifest Jesus’ virtues, characteristics and 
attributes in our daily lives so that others may see Christ in us and 
be drawn to Him. We choose to make Christ the focal point of our 
decision-making, activities, and priorities. Whether at work or home, 
Christ is foremost in our thoughts and lives. Before we say something 
nasty or do something hurtful to another person, we ask ourselves if 
Jesus would respond in the same way. 

While God equips us with the strength to walk in sanctification, our 
will and determination are needed to put on Christ. Our sanctification, 
which is becoming more like Christ progressively, is a daily affair 
and will only end when we die. When we are home in heaven, our 
glorification is complete. 

Christians – Flee from Spiritual Slumber
Characteristics of Slumbering Christians
Some Christians are spiritually asleep and are undiscerning of the 
things happening around them. They have become insensitive to 
God’s Word or the needs of others. Christians in spiritual slumber are 
no longer troubled by the sins they witness and soon learn to tolerate 
them. The sermons they hear do not affect them anymore because 
their hearts have grown cold to God’s truth. Their prayer lives are 
routine, and their daily devotions merely satisfy their consciences.  

These Christians are not burdened for the unsaved relatives and 
friends headed for hell. Yet, the same Christians may be actively 
engaged in the things of the world – building their careers, being 
heavily involved in their children’s lives, and planning their retirement. 
They show little interest in spiritual matters. 

Causes of Spiritual Slumber
Spiritual slumber can overcome Christians in several ways. Some fell 
asleep when God blessed them with prosperity, and the love for the 
things of this world took priority over God. Others fell asleep because 
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of fatigue from prolonged struggles at work or home. Some experience 
burnout from serving in Christian ministries. Others who have been 
Christians for a long time might have lost their first love for the Lord. 
Their relationships with Him are no longer fresh because there is no 
daily communion. Spiritual slumber creeps into our lives slowly and 
often goes unnoticed.

Escaping Spiritual Slumber
Christians must make no provisions for the flesh to avoid the dangers 
of spiritual slumber. They need to put away the deeds of darkness. 
Paul says we are to put on the armour of light. In Eph 6:11-17, Paul 
described the Christian’s armour as the belt of truth, breastplate of 
righteousness, shoes of the Gospel of peace, the shield of faith, 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit. These are the tools 
necessary for our daily battle, and Christians are commanded to put 
on the whole armour of God to gain victory over the deception of the 
devil. These spiritual weapons equip us with God’s truth so that we are 
not deceived, and we lean upon God for strength through the Spirit so 
that we are not overcome by sin or the devil.

Conclusion
If you are not a Christian but have been stumbled by the sins of other 
Christians, turn to Christ, who is the only One who will not fail you. Do 
not let the sins of other people keep you from entering the kingdom 
of God.

If you are a Christian in spiritual slumber, it is time to wake up! Do not 
continue living in sin because the Day of the Lord is coming soon. 
Strive to live as children of light, continually keeping close to God, 
donning the Christian’s armour, and growing in Christ and His likeness.

Tan Chee Eng
Chee Eng is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Biblical redemption has three aspects:
– Liberation – setting believers free from the bondage of sin and Satan 
– Substitution – the sinless Christ facing God’s judgment in place of  
   sinful believers, and 
– Reconciliation – restoring believers’ relationships with God.

This is the final article of the three-part series focusing on the 
reconciliation aspect of redemption. The liberation and the sub-
stitution aspects have already been examined in the previous two 
issues of Fishers.  

The Aim of Reconciliation: A Heart That Loves God 
One of the characteristics of true believers is that love for Jesus Christ 
is evident in their lives. They are described in the New Testament 
as those who love God. In other words, when the Gospel claims a 
person and lays hold of him, it also claims his heart’s devotion for the 
Christ who died to save him. The central marvel of the Gospel is that 
someone should be able to say, humbly and with utmost sincerity,  
“I love Christ”. This is a simple truth, and it is a miracle of grace.

So, how is it that people, young and old, can come to a place where 
they can say that? In part, it is because they have been reconciled to 
God. We can’t exaggerate the importance of man’s reconciliation with 
God. The word ‘reconciliation’ presupposes that there has been an 
estrangement with alienation and great hostility. 

The Need for Reconciliation: Man’s Estrangement from God
The Bible teaches us that God made man for fellowship with Him. He 
was God’s prize and possession – created in His image and having 
fellowship with His Creator.

Redemption – Reconciliation 
(Part 3)  

Gospel
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But, sin entered into man’s experience through Adam, the First Man, 
and brought about an estrangement – the harmonious relationship 
between God and Adam, including his posterity, is destroyed. As a 
result of Adam’s fall into sin, all men are born with a sinful nature. This 
means that man is in a constant and continual state of rebellion against 
God. This enmity is deep-rooted, in the marrow of man’s bones and 
the breath of his life. The Old Testament puts it this way, “… for the 
Lord has a complaint against His people…” (Mic 6:2). And the New 
Testament says that we “… were by nature children of wrath just as 
the others” (Eph 2:3), and “the carnal mind is enmity against God…” 
(Rom 8:7). It is not that man is indifferent to God and the things of 
God; instead, man is in enmity with God, which makes reconciliation 
necessary. 

The estrangement between God and man is not one-sided but is 
mutual. It isn’t just about man no longer wanting to be in the company 
of God and is constantly rebelling against Him. It is also that God is 
now against man. 

However, we need to understand that this change in God – that He is 
now against man – is not a change in His love toward mankind. God is 
love, and His love for mankind never changes, even when He is angry 
and estranged from us due to our sin. Divine love and Divine anger 
are compatible, and we see this in relationships between parents and 
children in the family circle. There are times when true love can and 
ought to be angry, but even when a parent is very angry with his child, 
he does not cease to love him. Instead, it is his love that makes him 
angry. His feelings toward his child do not change, but his treatment 
of the child certainly does, especially when that child has misbehaved.

We must see this distinction in the situation between God and man. 
His love for mankind does not change, but His treatment of mankind 
does. The change in God is a change in His treatment of us, whereby 
His anger and wrath are displayed. That ‘anger and wrath’ on the part 
of God is His natural reaction to sin because of His holiness. Thus, 
reconciliation is greatly needed.
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The Initiator of the Reconciliation: God Himself
But how is reconciliation between man and God to be achieved? 
This question leads us to two astonishing truths – that God desires 
to reconcile with men and women, and He initiates that reconciliation 
through Jesus Christ, His Son (2 Cor 5:19). 

God fulfilled that reconciliation by sending Jesus into the world to be 
the Mediator, Who stands between the two opposing parties of God 
and man, with the sole purpose of reconciling them. Thus, the whole 
intention of Jesus being born as Man is to bring peace between God 
and man. He came to do this, and He accomplished it.

So, when we ask the question, “What is the work of God in our 
redemption?” The answer is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, brought 
about reconciliation where there has been alienation. He turned away 
God’s anger and wrath from man by taking man’s place in facing the 
wrath of God and dying in his place. And God’s Word attests to this 
truth, “… when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life” (Rom 5:10). In doing that, Jesus has restored man’s 
broken relationship with God, and the way to being reconciled with 
God is open to all people. The Gospel, the Good News of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, invites people to receive that glorious reconciliation in 
Christ’s Name. 
 
Reconciliation With God: Through Christ Alone 
When a person receives that reconciliation, it is a once-for-all 
experience – one moment he is an enemy with God, and the next, he 
is reconciled! We obtain this reconciliation by faith in Jesus Christ the 
moment we believe. We have peace with God, and we know it and 
feel it! 

As the Apostle Peter stated, “For you were like sheep going astray, 
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” 
(1 Pet 2:25). Like the lost sheep, the Great Shepherd, Jesus, has 
sought us, found us, and brought us back home with great rejoicing. 
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His sufferings and death have brought us into fellowship with God. He 
has dealt with our sin by having the punishment for it poured out upon 
Himself. The old wound in our lives, caused by sin, which cuts us off 
from God, is now healed. We have been reconciled with God, and this 
is now our standing before Him.

There are two aspects to reconciliation that Christ alone fulfilled. First, 
the trespass of sin by man against God must be punished. Second, 
the sinful nature of man must be dealt with.

Jesus suffered the punishment for our sin by facing God’s wrath on 
our behalf. At the same time, He took what is ours – our sins, and 
gave us what is His – His perfect righteousness, thus crediting us 
with a righteous standing before the holy God. As a result of His 
suffering and death, Jesus fulfilled the requirements for reconciliation 
with God. He now gives all who believe in Him that right of way back 
into the Presence of the Almighty. As Peter explained, “For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit”  
(1 Pet 3:18). 

Reconciliation With God: By the Power of Christ’s Blood
Of all the things precious to God, nothing is more precious than the 
“blood of Christ”. The salvation of His people, their purity, and their 
peace and hope of heaven are bound up in the precious blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. There is no reconciliation, no acceptance by God, 
and no pardon from any guilt for any sinner apart from the shed blood 
of Jesus. 

God witnessed His beloved Son, Who had dwelt with Him from all 
eternity, nailed to the cross and suffering, the just for the unjust, 
pouring out His blood unto death. And God decreed that the blood of 
Jesus alone will atone for sin and has the power to cleanse away all 
sin. One drop of this blood falling upon a sin-burdened conscience can 
dissolve the weight of that sin in a moment. The Father saw Himself 
more gloriously displayed when the blood of His Son was shed at 
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Calvary than anything else in the universe. 

The blood of Jesus Christ is precious to God because of the Person 
who shed it. And that same blood is special to us because of the 
purpose for which it was shed. It has secured our pardon and our 
peace with God for all eternity. We also have purity, cleansed by 
the blood of Christ. As Isaiah attested, “… Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isa 1:18).

The death of Jesus destroyed sin, death, and Satan, as well as 
conquered hell. This will be the song of every child of God throughout 
eternity, “To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood” (Rev 1:5). The shedding of the precious blood of Christ is 
the most precious thing in the entire world, and “This was the Lord’s 
doing; it is marvellous in our eyes” (Psa 118:23). 

Conclusion
God planned for man’s redemption to liberate him from the bondage of 
sin and Satan. Jesus Christ, His Son, accomplished that plan through 
His death and the shedding of His precious atoning blood. He became 
the substitute for man in facing the wrath of God for man’s sin. His 
blood cleanses away all sins of the repentant, and His righteousness 
is imputed to them.

Because of the Lord Jesus Christ’s supreme act of sacrifice, all who 
repent before God and believe in Jesus are reconciled with God and 
are at peace with Him. Will you receive this glorious gift of salvation 
and be restored in your relationship with your Creator God? 

William Hughes
William Hughes has served as a pastor in the UK and USA for over 40 years.  
He is now retired from full-time ministry but continues to be a conference speaker 
in different countries.
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I grew up in a non-Christian family and was first exposed to Christianity 
through the Boys’ Brigade in my secondary school years. We had Bible 
study sessions, and I participated in Bible quiz competitions. However, 
at that time, I did not recall hearing the Gospel message being told 
in its entirety. I knew some Bible stories and teachings intellectually 
and superficially rather than understanding the true Gospel message. 
Hence, despite the exposure to Christianity in my teens, it was more 
a ‘character and moral education’, and I did not understand deeply 
what the Gospel truly meant. As Paul told the Corinthian church in  
1 Cor 2:14, “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned.”

I was far away from God throughout my secondary school, junior 
college, and university days in medical school. I lived my life with 
success measured by worldly and secular standards – academic 
achievements, leadership roles and appointments, awards, affirmation, 
and acceptance by friends. Although I had relative success as measured 
by these worldly standards, God did not feature in my life. And because 
life at that point was smooth sailing, there was little impetus to consider 
deeper spiritual issues.

After I graduated, I had some trouble adjusting to being a working 
adult, with no more schedules and a curriculum planned for me, like in 
school or university. In addition, I faced a setback of choosing a medical 
specialty which I regretted, and I left that traineeship. I gradually felt 
more directionless in life.

At this point, I started questioning more about our existence and 
purpose on Earth. Was there a greater meaning and purpose in life 
other than just work? Why am I on Earth? And is there a greater 
authority in control of my life?

Made Righteous in God’s Sight
Testimony
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Seeing this, my mum (who was not a believer then) prompted me to go 
to church and join my sister and brother-in-law, who had been attending 
services at The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship. So, week after week, 
I listened to the sermons, and, over time, I came to recognise and 
acknowledge my sinful nature and unworthiness. As said in Rom 3:23, 
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”.  

I realised that my sins would lead to death and eternal separation from 
God. It was then that I heard of God’s salvation plan in sending His 
only Son to die for us, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life” (Jhn 3:16).

In October 2014, after the worship service, I sat down and spoke with 
a church member who shared and reinforced the Gospel message with 
me. That was when I came to receive Jesus Christ as my personal 
Lord and Saviour and obeyed God’s command to repent and believe 
in Him.

By God’s grace, I have been given a second birth and made righteous 
in God’s sight. It is indeed wonderful to be able to trust God in my daily 
life, lay my burdens on Him, and submit to His authority. It is not by my 
own doing, but God has allowed me to trust and rely on Him daily. I 
am also thankful that my parents have come to receive Christ as their 
personal Lord and Saviour too. 

Yet, the process of sanctification and being more Christ-like is ongoing. 
We are, after all, sinful human beings in an imperfect world. Sins 
and temptations exist in every aspect of life, and we may be prone 
to succumb to them. We don’t ever become perfect individuals once 
we turn to Christ, and will not be until we die. True conversion and 
repentance are demonstrated via continuing faith, and it is only by His 
grace that we are forgiven and can become more Christ-like each day. 

Tan Yi Quan
Yi Quan is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Prayerlessness Due to Lack  
of Love

Christian Living

In the previous issue of Fishers, we reflected on how humility before God is 
exceptionally vital to one’s prayer life. Yet, can one pray if one is proud and 
without love? Indeed so, but that person’s prayers will be like the Pharisees’ 
– self-seeking, self-congratulatory, self-glorifying, and most crucially, utterly 
rejected by God. On the other hand, the prayer of a person who is given 
to selflessly loving others is pleasing to the Lord and powerful in the Lord’s 
Kingdom.

In this issue, we will examine a humble man – Moses, whom the Bible 
describes as “very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the 
earth” (Num 12:3). We want to see how his humility inspired and influenced 
his prayers. 

A Prayer Life Founded on an All-Consuming Love for God  
(Exo 33:7-19)
A humble man is defined as one who continually empties himself so that 
God might be all in his life. In doing so, his focus and attention shift from 
himself to God and other men and women. His love and concern for God 
and others now dominate his prayer life. 

So, how did Moses meet with God? Verses 7 and 9 explain, “Now Moses 
used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, a good distance from the 
camp, and he called it the tent of meeting.” And, “Whenever Moses entered 
the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the 
tent; and the Lord would speak with Moses.” Moses had a special tent he 
regularly went to, a tent of meeting where he fellowshipped with God. 

Just how close was this relationship between God and Moses, and what 
exactly went on inside this tent? The relationship was incredibly intimate 
as verse 11 attests, “Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, 
just as a man speaks to his friend.” And the rest of Exodus 33 records one 
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such prayer time. First, in verse 13, Moses showed his devotion to God 
by stating that he wished to know God’s ways, that he might know Him, to 
remain in His favour.

Next, having secured God’s favour when the Almighty agreed, Moses 
continued to audaciously ask, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” (Exo 33:18). 
Humility causes a man to desire to behold God’s glory and apprehend His 
magnificence better, to worship and adore Him more deeply.

To our shock, God agreed again, and in verse 19, He said, “I Myself will 
make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the 
Lord before you”. Moses would have been stunned!

Here, we see a man allowed to see the Father’s glory. And because of him, 
we have God’s self-introduction, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness 
and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, 
visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the 
third and fourth generations” (Exo 34:6-7). Thus, God’s glory was revealed 
to a man, and then through him to all men who would read the Bible. How 
did this happen? It started within the heart of a humble man who loved God.

So, let’s ask ourselves – do we desire to encounter the glory of God in this 
awe-inspiring way? If we do, do we have a prayer life within which to do 
that? We would require a place with no distraction, a regular time that need 
not be long but must be unhurried. If we don’t have such a desire, why? Is 
it because our lives are filled with so much of the world that we have very 
little time and even less affection left for God? Our prayer lives will only be 
as deep as our love for God; without that love, prayers are empty. 

A Prayer Life Driven by Self-Forgetful Love for Others
Let’s now examine how Moses’ humility impacted his prayers for others. 
Humility before men is proof that humility before God has taken root in us, 
just as our professed love to God must be measured by our everyday love 
for the brethren and our neighbours.

As 1 Jhn 4:20 states, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, 
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he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.” Our love for God will be 
exposed as fake unless proven by our sacrificial love for others. And one 
of the best tests of our love for others is how consistently we pray for them. 
After all, if we truly loved them, would we not do the simple thing of bringing 
them before the God who knows what is best for them and has the power 
to work that best out in their lives?

So, what is the range of Moses’ prayers for others, motivated by his love for 
them, from which we can learn?

Prayer for God’s People in Their Daily Lives (Num 10:35-36)
The glory cloud of Yahweh was leading Israel in their journey to the 
Promised Land. When the people set out, Moses would pray for a safe 
journey, that God would protect them from any enemies. Then, when God’s 
glory stopped and led Israel to encamp at night, Moses would pray for God 
to return to His people – not just for protection, but for their joy of being in 
God’s presence. 

Thus, we see Moses’ concern for the people of Israel as they went on their 
God-appointed way. There was nothing special happening, no big event; 
it was just the usual daily travel. Yet, Moses would cover ordinary life with 
disciplined prayer as he asked for the extraordinary grace of God in the 
form of God’s protection and God’s presence. 

It takes discipline to pray daily for one another in our Christian lives. We 
should pray for God’s protection from harm and temptation and pray for 
the sweet presence of God to be with one another. This type of consistent 
prayer can only be sustained if we have a genuine concern for one another. 
If we find someone willing to pray regularly like that for us, treasure that 
friend – he or she is rare!

Prayer for God’s People in Their Special Struggles (Exo 17:8-13)
Along their journey from the Red Sea to Mount Sinai, Israel was suddenly 
attacked by Amalek. This crisis required Israel to respond militarily as well 
as spiritually. So, Joshua engaged Amalek in battle, while Moses, Aaron, 
and Hur engaged God in prayer. In the end, Israel won the victory over 
Amalek, and God made it obvious that it was won by prayer.
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When something terrible happens to one of our church members, it is easy 
at the start for everyone to show their concern and pray for the member in 
crisis. But this passage shows us that persistent prayer is challenging. It 
involves painful sacrifice, and it requires a few people to come together to 
encourage one another to sustain that prayer. And yet, persevering prayer 
is critical – victory will not be gained without it.

Do we care for others enough to continue praying for them doggedly even 
beyond the initial crisis? Or, do our prayers last only as long as the initial 
adrenaline rush? The cost of genuine love need not be a dramatic sacrifice; 
it can simply be faithful, daily intercession.

Prayer for God’s People in Their Terrible Failures (Exo 32:9-14)
Israel made a golden cow and worshipped it as Yahweh – what awful 
blasphemy against God! God was furious and told Moses, “I will destroy 
them, and make you a great nation!” And immediately, Moses’ humility 
came forth in urgent prayer as he pleaded and begged God not to do it! 
So, God relented from the destruction He threatened to bring upon Israel.

It was never God’s intention in the first place to annihilate Israel, but this 
outburst from Him showed that Israel’s sin deserved destruction. Yet God 
placed His man, Moses, between Him and Israel, and God used Moses’ 
urgent intercession to carry out His original will – which is to spare Israel.

When our brethren sin, God desires to show them mercy, to turn them 
from their sin. We should avail ourselves as God’s intercessors whenever 
we hear of fallen fellow believers. When we see a Christian sin, do not 
self-righteously condemn him. Do not imagine that we are beyond that sin; 
instead, pray for him. God allowed us to know of his sin precisely so that we 
could pray. But the question is, will we love him enough to do that, or will we 
let pride rule our hearts and condemn him?

Prayer for One’s Adversaries Amongst God’s People (Num 12:1-15)
Verses 1 and 2 tell us that Moses was caught off-guard by the opposition 
from his sister and brother. This attack was particularly hurtful because it 
was from close family members against Moses’s most immediate family 
– his wife. Then in verse 3, we are told that Moses was the most humble 
man in the world! How does humility respond in the face of unscrupulous 
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attacks? What would a humble man do? The answer is that such a  
man would do nothing! Moses did nothing, and he committed his defence 
to God. 

God struck Miriam with leprosy, and Aaron begged Moses to save her. In 
Num 12:13, Moses opened his mouth for the first time, “Moses cried out 
to the Lord, saying, ‘O God, heal her, I pray!’” These were the only words 
Moses said – he did not defend himself, he did not rebuke his adversaries, 
he did not pray for God to punish them, only for God to forgive them.

If we find that our prayer time is too short because we don’t have enough 
prayer items, the Bible tells us what we should pray for, “But I say to 
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matt 5:44). 
We have been commanded by the Lord Jesus Christ in this matter – to love 
our enemies and to love them concretely by praying for them. 

We will find that the times when we labour in prayer for our adversaries are 
times when we will experience accelerated spiritual growth! We then see 
our poverty of spirit and mourn our sinfulness. It is then that we learn to be 
meek. So, let us prove our heart of love for others – by praying for them.

A Prayer Life Driven by Urgent Concern for the Lost
Finally, as New Testament (NT) Christians, there is one more category of 
people whom we must pray for – the unsaved. 

The NT commands us in several different places to plead with God for the 
souls of sinners. Matt 9:36-38 says of the Lord Jesus, “Seeing the people, 
He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited 
like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest 
is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore, beseech the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into His harvest.’”

And in Col 4:2-4, the Apostle Paul urged Christians, “Devote yourselves 
to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the 
same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so 
that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been 
imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.”
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We will now consider another example of a humble man, the Apostle 
Paul, and learn how to pray for our unsaved family, unsaved friends, even 
unsaved strangers. 

In Rom 1:14, Paul said, “I am under obligation both to Greeks and 
to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.” He was saying that he 
owed a debt to all peoples in the world. In what sense was Paul indebted? 
His burden of indebtedness to all men was to deliver the Gospel message 
to them. That was the responsibility that God had placed on him. But, how 
seriously did the Apostle Paul take this responsibility? In one such example, 
Paul, who had a deep concern for the salvation of the Jews, his fellow 
countrymen, said, “… my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is 
for their salvation” (Rom 10:1). One significant way we can discharge our 
responsibility is through sincere prayer for the lost.

In the same vein, God has given every one of us a Gospel obligation to 
non-believers. We must feel this weight of accountability on our shoulders 
and this burden of indebtedness to all men. Go and discharge your 
responsibility, one which God has placed on you. 

Pray that God will give us a heart of true love and concern for the unsaved 
loved ones of our brothers and sisters – then commit to pray for them and 
do that regularly.

Conclusion
We know that disciplined prayer is challenging, yet we also know that 
the prayer of a humble man who loves God and selflessly loves others is 
pleasing to Him. So let us set aside time each day to pray for one another 
in our Christian lives, for those precious brethren who are facing crises or 
spiritual failures, for our enemies, and our unsaved family and friends. Let 
us together bring them all before God and plead for His grace and mercy 
upon them.

Tan Soon Yong
Soon Yong is a pastor of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an editor of 
Fishers.
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What You Should Know About 
Attending Church Meetings
Many factors can affect the spiritual 
life of a Christian. A Christian who 
attends church meetings regularly  
is likely to be in a better state than 
one who does not.

Footprints in the Snow
This autobiographical work is a moving 
testimony recounting God’s wonderful  
grace in the life of the author.
(English, Chinese Simplified Version and 
Myanmar language)

From Generation  
To Generation
Have you read the sequel to 
Footprints in the Snow, which  
is a testimony of God’s grace  
in the life of Dr Dixie Chua? 
Order your copy today!
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 Fishers                                  
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 What You Should Know About Attending Church Meetings by Huang Ee Yuen

 Footprints in the Snow by Dr Dixie Chua 

 From Generation To Generation by Dr Dixie Chua
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We Believe…

• the original writings of the Old and New Testaments, namely, the present  
 66 volumes of the Scriptures, are infallible and unique in their divine  
 inspiration, authority and sufficiency.

• there is one God, yet with three distinct persons (the Father, the Son and  
 the Holy Spirit) who are co-equal and to whom equal honour is due.

• Jesus Christ is the only begotten and eternal Son of God.
 – He truly became man, being begotten of the Holy Spirit and born of the   
  virgin Mary.
 – His death was a sacrifice to God and a propitiation for the remission  
  of sins.
 – He was raised from the dead in His physical body.
 – He ascended to the right hand of God, and is now the all-sufficient High   
  Priest of His people.
 – He will come again to receive His people unto Himself, and to set up 
  His Kingdom.

• in consequence of the Fall, sin came in, and man became ‘lost’, and at  
 ‘enmity against God’ and ‘without strength’ to do the will of God.

• the Holy Spirit’s work is essential in regeneration and sanctification.

• the justification of the sinner before God is by faith alone. Every justified  
 one is also born of God. Such new birth results in and is made evident by  
 holiness of life and good works.

• at death the spirit of man does not cease to exist or become unconscious. 
 The dead will be raised bodily either to life or to condemnation, and  
 the blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will  
 be eternal.

• the Devil, also called Satan, who deceives the whole world, is a person.

  
Our Mission…
The Fishers magazine is published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 
Singapore. Our mission is to present the Gospel of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to promote Christian spiritual growth. It is sent to 
you at no charge, and its upkeep depends on God who supplies all our 
needs through faithful Christians who feel a burden in this work.

Please address all enquiries to:
“The Editors of Fishers, The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 

132 Margaret Drive, Singapore 149301.”
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