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The Profound Mercies of God

“To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness.”
Daniel 9:9
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When Daniel was confessing the sins of Israel before Yahweh, he made 
a deep theological statement, “To the Lord our God belong compassion 
and forgiveness” (Dan 9:9). It is indeed in the glorious nature of God 
to be merciful. This issue of Fishers explores this topic from a number 
of different angles.

The Lord Jesus saving one of the two criminals crucified at Calvary 
with Him deserves not one but two articles that put His merciful heart 
on display: The Prayer of Forgiveness from the Cross and Only Two 
Destinies – With or Without Christ. Understanding God’s Forgiveness 
explains the difference between God’s grand mercy to us as a Judge, 
and His Fatherly mercy to us on a daily basis, while Blessed are the 
Merciful urges believers to further magnify God’s mercies by being 
merciful ourselves one to another. 

Three followers of Christ testify how God’s mercies were extended to 
each of them: one in her salvation (The Lord is Good!), another in a 
time of deep loneliness (Meeting God in Our Loneliness), and the third 
in the premature birth and miraculous preservation of his baby boy 
(God’s Unfailing Faithfulness).

Let us read, then rise to give Him praise!

2 I Fishers
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The Prayer of Forgiveness 
from the Cross

Gospel

And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they 
crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on 
the left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they do.” (Luk 23:33-34)

When the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified on the cross, the first words 
He spoke were, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
do.” At that moment, He could have prayed for Himself, but He prayed 
for others. He prayed for His enemies, including those who jeered and 
spat at Him and crucified Him. In the original language, we read, “He 
kept on praying….” The Lord was indeed a man of prayer. He prayed at 
His baptism, throughout His ministry, on the night before His crucifixion, 
and when He hung on the cross.

The Heart of Christ
At the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ, this prayer revealed a great 
deal about His heart. At times of great suffering, trials, and loss, some 
turn bitter against God as our trust in Him is severely shaken. But when 
the Lord was crucified, He was still aware that God, the Father, greatly 
loved him. He was also aware that the Father was to be loved and 
trusted. There was no bitterness or resentment in Him against those 
who had put Him on the cross; in His heart was forgiveness. As He 
hung there, those who had plotted to murder Him stood by and mocked 
Him. Yet, He prayed, “Father forgive them for they do not know what 
they do.”  It was as if He enveloped them with prayer.

Lessons for All People
The Need for Forgiveness from God
The Lord’s Words are filled with lessons for us. For the love of money, 
Judas Iscariot preferred thirty pieces of silver rather than the Lord’s 
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glory. This type of sin – the love of something other than God – has 
been repeated countless times. Yet, there is forgiveness for such a 
sin. The scribes, chief priests, and many others were jealous of the 
Lord Jesus. There is forgiveness for jealousy that wounds God’s 
heart and grieves Him today. Pilate knew what was right to do, which 
was to release Jesus Christ, but he violated his conscience when he  
passed judgment on Jesus. Pilate would rather have peace with the 
Jews and the least amount of fuss instead of being honest and having 
a clear conscience. The very sins that crucified Christ, the Son of God, 
are the sins in our hearts and lives. The Lord prayed in the presence 
of those sins, “Father, forgive.” The greatest need in the world is  
for the forgiveness of sin. And the glory of the Gospel is that there is 
such forgiveness.

Our Sins are Against God
In our Lord’s prayer, He mentioned, “… they do not know what they do.” 
The chief priests, the scribes, and the elders did not realise that the One 
they crucified was the Lord of Glory. In a sense, they were ignorant, but 
they knew that they were condemning an innocent man. They were 
filled with hatred and jealousy, so they were not guiltless. And it was the 
same with Pilate – in delivering Jesus Christ to the accusers, he did not 
know that he was standing before the Messiah, his Creator and Judge. 
Pilate knew what he was doing, but on the other hand, he did not – he 
did not realise the immensity of his sin, that he was selling out the Lord 
of Glory.

Lest we think the above account at the Lord’s crucifixion does not 
apply to us, consider a quarrel or some issue that led to a marriage 
breakdown. The children grow up without the stability and example 
of a loving home and repeat the same mistakes as their parents. Do 
you think that the couple realise, in their present quarrel, that a whole 
generation to come would be affected by the split? We don’t realise 
the enormity of our crime. When you tell a lie to your friend, you do not 
just deceive your friend; you tell it in the presence of God! So it was 
when David sinned in the Old Testament. Although he had sinned and 
offended many people, he suddenly realised that the One he offended 
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most infinitely was God Himself. He prayed and cried, “Against You, 
You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight…” (Psa 51:4).

People who think that they do not need forgiveness of sin need to be 
reminded that every sin is committed in the presence of God. To this 
infinite, just, and holy God, you will answer for every word spoken, 
every deed done, and thought passed through your mind. Every sin is 
an insult to God; not one is small and insignificant. That is why Jesus 
prayed, “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” 

Lessons for Christians
Faithful Prayer to God 
In this passage of Scripture, there are lessons for Christians as well. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, in His earthly ministry, was fully occupied with 
His hands and feet to travel, preach and heal. Now on the cross, His 
hands and feet could no longer do what He had previously done. 
But He was still in communion with God, and He prayed. Some of 
us cannot stop thinking about what we used to do but cannot now 
do. We feel that the days of our usefulness are becoming fewer.  
We do well to remember our Lord Jesus, Who set us an example;  
we should continue to keep up our communion with God and pray 
without ceasing.

As Christians, we will meet opposition whenever we interact with the 
world. Perhaps lies could have been told, or rumours could have been 
spread; unkind things might have been said, or all sorts of cruelties 
might have come our way. But when Jesus was reviled, He did not revile 
back; when He was struck, He did not retaliate; when He was opposed, 
He did not take it out on His enemy. Instead, He prayed, “Father forgive 
them, for they do not know what they do.”  And we should do the same.

Jesus’ Prayer Answered
Salvation for Repentant Sinners
Finally, we see how the Lord’s prayer was answered from the account 
in the book of Acts. After the death, resurrection, and ascension of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, Peter preached in Jerusalem with the power 
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of the Holy Spirit. The people he preached to, by and large, were the 
same people consisting of the Pharisees, scribes, priests, elders, and 
ordinary people. Peter told them they had taken God’s Son, the Prince 
of Life, and crucified Him with their wicked hands. As he preached, the 
hearts of three thousand of those people were pricked, and they asked 
what they should do. Peter, in the name of Jesus Christ, told them to 
repent. He informed them that in Jesus Christ, there was remission 
of sin, forgiveness, and pardon. Three thousand owned up to their 
sins and repented. And in Jerusalem, in that place of crucifixion, these 
people entered into the peace that only forgiven sinners know.

Jesus’ Prayer for God’s Deferment of Judgment 
However, the prayer was not a blanket cancellation of all the people’s 
sins. It was a prayer to God, the Father, to hold back judgment at that 
moment as they did not understand the full implication of their deed. 
The prayer was that judgment be postponed until they could hear the 
Gospel message and have the opportunity to repent of what they had 
done. And so, God held back His anger at the prayer of His Son. He 
did not strike the chief priests, the elders, the scribes, and the people 
of Jerusalem dead. He held back His hand in mercy until the Gospel 
was preached to them. Thus, many of them came into the pardon and 
forgiveness that the Saviour had desired for them.

This precious truth is what happens today as well. Every time you sin 
against God, He should strike you down. But He holds back His hand 
of judgment in mercy and grace. The refrain of the hymn Great God of 
Wonders states this clearly:

 Who is a pardoning God like thee? 
 And who has grace so rich and free?

Until this moment, the promise of forgiveness to all repentant believers 
is still being offered throughout the world. Would you receive that 
promise given by the grace of God, so rich and free?

Chua Eu Jin
Eu Jin is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Luke 23:26-43

The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ is familiar to many people – 
Jesus was nailed to a cross at Calvary, hung and suffered for several 
hours, and died. That day, a cacophony of different noises came from 
the crowd around Him. There was weeping, mourning, and mocking; 
some people grieved to see Him on the cross, others pitied Him, yet 
others were antagonistic and wanted Him dead as soon as possible.

Luk 23:32-33 tells us that two criminals were crucified along with Him, 
one on His left and the other on His right. What does this scene of our 
Lord Jesus Christ hanging from the cross with two criminals beside 

Only Two Destinies – With 
or Without Christ

Gospel

P
hoto by @

sm
ile22 from

 FreeIm
ages



8 I Fishers Fishers I 9 

Him mean? Before the day ended, all three would be dead; but before 
that happened, what transpired between them while they were still 
alive? In this article, we will examine the conversations of Jesus with 
the two men before they all died, as it is a wonderful outworking of the 
Gospel.

No Difference Between the Two Men
We do not know the names of the two criminals crucified next to 
Jesus or their crimes. However, it is fair to assume that these two men 
were crucified for capital crimes. Death by crucifixion was the worst 
punishment known to society in those times because it was a slow, 
painful and humiliating death.

Both criminals were justly punished for their crimes because, in v. 41, 
the penitent man confessed that they were receiving the due reward 
for their deeds. Ultimately, both of them suffered from their crucifixion 
and died slowly and painfully. Even the man who repented and asked 
to be remembered by Jesus was not spared from the crucifixion. God 
did not intervene and rescue him after he asked Jesus to remember 
him. This demonstrates that being saved into God’s kingdom does not 
guarantee that we will be spared from trials, sufferings, or illnesses. 
Instead, it is about where we spend eternity.

The Change that Made A Difference 
At the crucifixion, both criminals were near Jesus. Mrk 15:32 and  
Matt 27:44 reveal that both men were initially unrepentant and reviled 
Him. They dared to mock and taunt Jesus, the Son of God, joining the 
crowd as they added their scorn and abuse upon Him. 

However, one of them changed at some point, and the difference was 
startling! When and how this change occurred is unclear, but God 
removed this man’s blindness so that he understood who Jesus was 
and the purpose of His crucifixion.

The Change – Repentance
When the unrepentant criminal blasphemed Jesus and declared 
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sarcastically, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and save us”  
(v. 39), the penitent man rebuked him, revealing that a radical change 
had taken place in his heart. First, he realised that the judgment of 
God was more fearful than physical death. Next, he confessed that 
he was guilty of his crimes and deserved whatever punishment he 
was getting. Finally, he refused to excuse his life of crime and was 
convicted of his sin. True repentant sinners will declare that God is 
just when He punishes us for our sins. Salvation is evidenced by 
repentance – the confession of our sins before God.

The Change – Turning to Christ
Besides repentance, a sinner needs to turn towards the One who can 
save him from the coming judgment. Physical death is real but eternal 
death is far worse because there is no end to the torment.

The penitent man started by mocking Jesus but ended by 
acknowledging Him as the King. Such a declaration of faith also 
demonstrated that he understood that Jesus would not be defeated 
by death, for a dead person could not take possession of his kingdom. 

The Change – God-given Spiritual Insight
God was instrumental in removing the man’s spiritual blindness so he 
could see clearly. This penitent man might have heard Jesus preach in 
Jerusalem or witnessed some of His miracles. However, the sermons 
and miracles meant nothing to him until now. While hanging on the 
cross, this man had his moment of realisation when everything came 
together, and he finally understood that Jesus is the Saviour of the 
world. Then he turned towards Jesus and uttered, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom” (v. 42). The man embraced 
Jesus personally as His Lord and asked to be remembered by Him 
when He establishes His kingdom.

What does it mean to be remembered by Jesus? When Jesus 
remembers those who receive Him as Saviour, He never forgets 
them. The prophet Isaiah describes those who belong to Jesus as 
being engraved upon the palms of His hands (Isa 49:16). This means 
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that Christ will never forsake those whom He has saved. That is the 
eternal reality of being remembered by the Lord. 

Two Different Destinies
Both men started alike but ended differently. What happened? God 
can save the worst of criminals, and no sinner is beyond redemption. 
No one has sinned so severely that God cannot save and pardon; 
He saved one of the criminals who had repented. There are only two 
destinies for these two men, one with Jesus and the other without 
Him. These two destinies, viewed together, are a picture of the fate 
of all mankind. Like the repentant criminal, we are saved, or like the 
unrepentant and defiant one, we are unsaved. 

We may not be guilty of murder, robbery, adultery, or other acts of 
lawlessness. But we have all sinned – we are guilty of getting angry, 
telling lies, or committing what we view as ‘minor sins’. We may 
believe that we are generally good and morally upright and have 
obeyed the country’s laws. We may even boast about being religious 
and doing acts of charity; therefore, we are nowhere as evil as those 
two criminals. However, the Bible states that no one is righteous  
(Rom 3:10) because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God (Rom 3:23). 

God’s standard of righteousness is perfection. In God’s sight, hating 
someone is as bad as committing murder, and having lustful desires 
is no different from the act of adultery. There is no distinction between 
crimes of murder and crimes of hatred or uncontrolled tongues 
engaging in gossip. Even if we deny committing such ‘minor sins’, 
all are guilty of breaking God’s first commandment: “You shall have 
no other gods before me” (Exo 20:3). Some parents treasure their 
children to the point of idolising them, while other people guard their 
hobbies or jobs at all costs. Such priorities may not seem morally 
evil, but whenever any person, relationship, career, hobby, or material 
possession takes precedence over God in our lives, it will cause us to 
break God’s first commandment. Therefore, the apostle Paul is stating 
a truth when he wrote that there is none righteous before God.
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Jesus’ Death is Sufficient to Save 
What is the significance of Jesus’ death upon the cross? The suffering 
of crucifixion is real, but as Jesus hung upon the cross, He suffered 
far greater than physical pain. As He took our sins upon Himself, God 
unleashed His anger, in its full fury, upon Jesus. He experienced for 
the first time, separation from His Heavenly Father. In that poignant 
moment, Jesus uttered, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken 
me” (Matt 27:46). That pain of separation from His Father was far 
worse than any physical suffering men could inflict upon Him. When 
sinners die without Christ, they will face this same wrath of God and 
reap the fruit of their sinful deeds, and this judgment is far worse than 
physical death.

Some of you may be wondering, what gave Jesus the authority to 
forgive sins and assure the penitent man that he would be in Paradise? 
Jesus was no ordinary man but the Son of God, born into this world as 
a man to become the substitute for our sins. He was born of a virgin 
and performed many extraordinary miracles that only God could do. 
He taught wonderful truths that declared Himself the Son of God and 
His purpose for coming to earth as a man. He demonstrated total 
control over nature by calming the storms and stilling the raging sea, 
and all demons feared Him.

Jesus was unique in that He was God and Man without sin. Therefore, 
His sacrifice at the cross was sufficient to pay the price for our sins. 
He was not a helpless victim of circumstances but willingly went to the 
cross for our sake, giving Him full authority to save those who put their 
trust in Him. The proof of His sacrifice being pleasing and acceptable 
to God was His resurrection on the third day after His death. He had 
conquered death, and all who put their faith and trust in Him need 
never fear death again. 

Someone may ask, why was there a need for the shedding of blood to 
save sinners? Why would paying a fine, performing charitable deeds, 
or doing community service not be sufficient to atone for our sins? 
Heb 9:22 explains that under the Law, everything needs to be purified 
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with blood, and without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness 
of sins.

Because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, death is 
the outcome. So, there needs to be the shedding of blood – that is, 
death – before there can be forgiveness of sin. In the Old Testament, 
the Jews had to shed the blood of an unblemished lamb to atone for 
their sins. This sacrifice had to be repeated every time there was a sin. 
The shedding of Jesus’ blood was different because it was sufficient 
and complete, and the act did not need to be repeated. The author of 
Hebrews wrote that when Jesus appeared as High Priest, “He entered 
once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
and calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption.” (Heb 9:11-12).

Jesus is God incarnated as sinless Man, and the shedding of His 
precious blood can redeem every sinner for God. His sacrifice needs 
only be made once, which is sufficient unto eternity. The two criminals 
crucified beside Jesus show us the destiny of every single man and 
woman who will one day stand before God to give an account of their 
lives. We could respond like the unrepentant criminal and end up in 
Hell, or we could be like the repentant man who turned to Jesus and 
was saved. Both men were equally sinful, but one man continued to 
have his sins on him at the point of death while the other was freed 
from his sins. God forgave the repentant man as Jesus had taken his 
sins upon Himself.

Jesus Assured the Repentant Man
When the repentant man asked to be remembered by Jesus, he 
received this response. “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 
me in Paradise.” The word ‘Paradise’ refers to Heaven, where God is 
present. There is no need to earn his place in God’s kingdom or prove 
his worth by good works. This man was with Jesus in Paradise that 
very day because Jesus’ blood sacrifice took away all of God’s wrath 
and his sins. 
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Jesus died, but He rose again on the third day and defeated death 
forever. He has ascended into Heaven and is now seated at the 
right hand of the Heavenly Father. Therefore, everyone who names  
Jesus Christ as His Saviour will also conquer death and be received 
into His kingdom.

The redeemed criminal no longer had to fear death because eternal 
glory was about to dawn upon his soul. When he took his last breath, 
he would immediately be in the presence of Jesus Christ, and the 
glory of Heaven would be visible to him. The salvation of this repentant 
criminal demonstrated that we are not saved by good works or holy 
living but by grace through faith in Christ alone. He must have felt 
hopeless because of all the sins he had committed in life, yet he was 
marvelously saved. 

Conclusion
Many in the world do not believe that there is a judgment by God. 
Instead, they want to believe that life ceases with our last breath. 
However, whether or not one chooses to believe in God and judgment, 
the Bible tells us that it is a reality. No one deserves to be saved,  
but no one is beyond redemption. There is salvation in no other but 
Jesus alone. 

All that is needed is to repent of your sins to God, turn to Jesus, and 
ask Him to be your personal Lord and Saviour. The invitation is to 
come to Him today while there is still breath in you and not wait till 
tomorrow. Who can predict whether tomorrow will come for anyone? 
Once death occurs, there will no longer be another opportunity  
to be saved. So which would you choose today – a destiny with or 
without Christ?

Tan Chee Eng
Chee Eng is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Understanding God’s Forgiveness
How can we seek God’s forgiveness by confessing our sins in prayer? 
And what does God do when we do that? To learn how to confess our 
sins in prayer, we must first understand forgiveness biblically, how God 
forgives our sins, and how God deals with us when we sin. In this first 
of two instalments, we look at the biblical teaching on forgiveness. 
Because many people are unclear about this, their confusion affects 
their prayers of confession.

The Forgiveness of God the Judge at Our Conversion
The Gospel message is one of “repentance for forgiveness of sins” – 
this is the Good News that “would be proclaimed in His (Jesus’) Name 
to all the nations” (Luk 24:47). But how can guilty sinners be forgiven by 
a just God who must punish sin? We are sinners, so how can God be 
fair and just but still let sinners go unpunished?

The Means of Forgiveness
The Old Testament explains how God directed a sacrificial ritual for 
the atonement of Israel’s sins. It involved a scapegoat bearing away 
Israel’s sins on its body – “Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on 
the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the 
sons of Israel and all their transgressions in regard to all their sins; 
and he shall lay them on the head of the goat and send it away into 
the wilderness… The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a  
solitary land…” (Lev 16:21-22). The sins of Israel were laid on an animal, 
and that animal substitute carried Israel’s sins far away. So, the concept 
of substitutionary atonement had already been revealed as early as in 
the Torah. 

But any discerning Jew would realise that “it is impossible for the blood 
of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb 10:4). This scapegoat was 

“Forgive Us Our Debts” — 
The Prayer Of Confession (Part 1)

Christian Living
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only a prefigurement of what God will do in the future – it prefigured 
the Messiah, the Suffering Servant of Yahweh. Isa 53:4-6 says, “Surely 
our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried;... But He 
was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His 
scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of 
us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us 
all to fall on Him.”

In 1 Pet 2:24, Peter, speaking of Jesus, wrote, “and He Himself bore 
our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.” So, when Jesus 
was crucified on the cross, God imputed our sins onto Him. God treated 
Jesus as if He committed all the sins of those for whom Jesus gave 
Himself as a substitute. Jesus bore our sins on His body as He died 
on the cross because God punished His own Son for the sins of all 
who would ever repent and believe in Him. Every sin that has been 
committed must be punished – either on the body of Jesus as He hung 
on the cross or the body of the unrepentant sinner in the lake of fire 
eternally. 

The Consequences of Forgiveness
God is holy and just, yet His justice has already been satisfied for all 
believers. Our sins have been fully punished on the body of a willing 
substitute, Jesus Christ our Saviour. In this way, God can be “just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom 3:26).

Our forgiveness is sure because God would have to be unholy and 
unjust to punish us when His own Son had already suffered His full 
wrath against our sins. Because the believer’s sins have already been 
imputed to and punished on Christ, those sins will never be counted 
against the believer and punished on him. 

And what happens now that God has forgiven us? Ps 103:12 states, “As 
far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions 
from us.” Rom 8:1 affirms, “Therefore there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus” and Rom 8:33-34 emphasises, “Who will 
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bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is 
the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.”

This is what happened to us when we received the forgiveness of 
God the Judge at the moment of our conversion – free, full, and final 
forgiveness. Christ has “cancelled out the certificate of debt consisting 
of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out 
of the way, having nailed it to the cross.” (Col 2:14). What a glorious God 
we worship! What a glorious Gospel we have to proclaim!

The Forgiveness of God the Father in Our Daily Lives
A Common Misconception
But if our sins have been thoroughly forgiven, why does the Lord 
command us to pray daily, “forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors”? (Matt 6:12). Then, the Lord adds two verses later, 
“For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your Heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, then your Father 
will not forgive your transgressions.” (Matt 6:14-15). Does this mean 
God can withdraw His forgiveness? Can our sins return to burden us 
again? This perceived possibility of losing our forgiveness (and hence 
our salvation) has troubled many people; when we think about it, the 
reason for this confusion is two-fold.

A misunderstanding has arisen from our misreading of the text out of 
its context – we fail to realise that the initial asking of God the Judge to 
forgive us at the point of our salvation is fundamentally different from the 
daily asking of God our Father to forgive us. 

More seriously, a twistedness lurks within our sinful hearts. Many 
professing believers abuse God’s grace by wilfully sinning against Him. 
They think that they can ask for forgiveness later on, and God will have 
to forgive them and revert them to a state of blessing. Such people often 
do not genuinely repent – they want assurance of forgiveness so that 
they can sin to their heart’s content. They have no peace in their hearts, 
no assurance of their salvation – because assurance is the work of the 
Spirit. If we quench the Spirit (1 Thes 5:19), we are also suppressing 
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His testimony “with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom 8:16).

Out of this confusion, some bizarre theological ideas have gripped the 
imaginations of many. Some say it is acceptable to sin because they 
can claim 1 Jhn 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins”. Others think, “If I say a prayer with great sincerity, 
and God erases my sins from my record, then I am free to sin again 
and enjoy my lusts”. Or, “Once I’ve enjoyed my sins fully, I better 
confess so that God will forgive me. Otherwise, I might be left behind 
should Christ rapture the Church, and I still have unforgiven sins”. The 
common denominator of these bizarre and wrong ideas is that they are 
self-centred; they come from an unrepentant heart that wants to enjoy 
sinning and be forgiven.

A Crucial Difference
So, what is the correct understanding of God’s daily forgiveness of our 
sins? We must realise a critical difference between praying to God as 
the Judge and praying to God as our Father. 

When we were born again and prayed to God, we asked God the Judge 
to forgive us of all our sins. Since the Lord Jesus had already taken the 
punishment for our sins on Himself, God the Judge can justly forgive us 
our sins and justify us as righteous in His sight. This prayer is not the 
same as the daily prayer for forgiveness which our Lord taught us to pray 
as part of the Lord’s Prayer (Matt 6:9-12). The latter is a prayer offered 
to God the Father; that prayer expressly begins with “Our Father who is 
in Heaven” (v. 9). God does not relate to believers as Judge; God does 
not justify us over and over again daily – because justification is one-off, 
it occurs when we trust Christ with saving faith. Instead, this prayer for 
ongoing forgiveness is for God to restore His Fatherly relationship with 
us – to delight in us as a father delights in his children.

Our obedience to God is never perfect in this life, so we stand in 
continual need of forgiveness. Our fellowship with God our Father is 
disrupted when we sin against Him and displease Him – although He 
never stops loving us, nor does He stop being our Heavenly Father 
even for an instant. In the Lord’s Prayer, our Lord teaches us to plead 
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for God to restore the fellowship we once had with Him, which is broken 
by our sins. The prayer of confession is necessary for us to return to the 
right relationship with God.

How do we know that God forgives us as Father differently from when 
He forgave us as Judge? Matt 6:12 says, “And forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors.” Jesus teaches us to ask for the 
same kind of forgiveness that we grant those who have offended us. Is 
this a judicial forgiveness that makes one righteous? Or is it relational 
forgiveness that restores fellowship?

Do we as mere men have the power to forgive sinners of their sins 
so that they have a righteous standing before God? Have we ever 
provided for a substitutionary atonement for them? Never! This means 
that the forgiveness we seek from God the Father is a restoration of 
our relationship, just as we can forgive others for their offences and 
restore them to a right relationship with us. It is relational forgiveness, 
not forgiveness, that justifies sinners. Once you understand this, Matt 
6:14-15 will no longer mystify you.

Relational Forgiveness in Daily Life
What if we decide not to forgive those who have harmed us? Do we 
lose our salvation, or have our sins unforgiven us? No! When we refuse 
to forgive others, we live in sin, which continues to sour and spoil our 
relationship with God. We forfeit that sweet relationship with Him, by 
which we call out intimately to Him, “Abba! Father!” He is still our Father, 
and He continues to love us as His children. However, we rob ourselves 
of the richness of our enjoyment of that relationship by insisting on 
continued unforgiveness towards others.

Similarly, in Mrk 11:25, Jesus said, “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, 
if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in 
Heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.” When we withhold 
mercy from others in our hearts, we behave in a way most displeasing 
to God – so God declares that He will distance Himself from us until we 
forgive others their sins.

18 I Fishers
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Nevertheless, even when we persist in being unmerciful to others, if we 
are truly born again, we do not lose our salvation – that is impossible. 
But we invite the sorrowful discipline of God into our lives, for Heb 12:5-
6 states, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor 
faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He 
disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.” Heb 12:11 
reminds us, “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 
sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields 
the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” Even when God disciplines us, He 
acts in love; He is not punishing us in anger. Since He has already 
fully forgiven us of those sins, He chastens us as a loving Father would 
His erring children – and it is “for our good, so that we may share His 
holiness” (Heb 12:10).

Conclusion
We need to properly pray the prayer of confession because it is an 
expression of our repentance from sin. We renounce our displeasing 
acts, speech, and thoughts before God and seek His help to more 
fully conform us to the image of His Son, our Lord Jesus. Hence, it is 
good that we confess all known sins to God and seek His forgiveness. 
Sometimes, we may even wait in silence before God as we ask Him to 
bring sins to our mind that we may remain unaware of – so that we can 
confess those sins too and seek to be restored.

What about sins we are utterly blind to and do not know about? We pray 
with David the words of Psa 19:12, “Who can discern his errors? Acquit 
me of hidden faults.” We will learn more about praying the prayer of 
confession in the next issue of Fishers. 

Tan Soon Yong
Soon Yong is a pastor of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an editor of 
Fishers.
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Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (Matt 5:7)

The above verse is the fifth beatitude that Jesus taught in His Sermon 
on the Mount. The lesson within is not just for His disciples then but 
also for all believers down the ages.

Jesus’ teaching conflicted with the philosophies of His audience at 
that time. During the time of Jesus, the Romans celebrated courage, 
discipline, and dominance, so being merciful was seen as a flaw. A 
Roman patriarch had the authority to determine the life or death of his 
newborn child, simply with an upward or downward flick of his thumb. 
Slaves were ruled in a similarly ruthless manner. Mercy had no place 
in the harsh Roman culture; no sympathy was shown on account of 
the hardships or frailty of fellow men. 

The display of mercy was also unacceptable to the Jews, for their 
religion was strict and unforgiving. In the Gospels, Jesus often rebuked 
the Jewish religious leaders for their selfish, arrogant attitudes and 
their penchant for condemning the sins of others. They were intolerant 
of any deviations from their Jewish traditions and even refused aid to 
their impoverished parents, all in devotion to their religion (Matt 15:3-
9). Mercy was also not found amongst these unsympathetic people.

In our world today, many individuals are immersed in their pursuit 
of self-satisfaction, often with no regard for the feelings or needs of 
others. The Bible says of the end times, “Because lawlessness is 
increased, most people’s love will grow cold” (Matt 24:12). There is no 
mercy when love grows cold.

What Does It Mean to Be Merciful?
Jesus said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” 
The Apostle John warned us against ‘closing our hearts’ against our 

Blessed are the Merciful
Christian Living
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brethren (1 Jhn 3:17). The word ‘mercy’ implies sympathy, generosity, 
and kindness. The Greek word for ‘merciful’ is also translated 
‘compassionate’, which we shall use as a synonym for ‘merciful’ in 
this article. Let us examine further the essence of ‘being merciful’ and 
reflect on how it relates to Christians.

Being Merciful Involves Empathy
We readily recognise charity and showing concern as manifestations 
of compassion. However, compassion is not limited to these outward 
expressions; it also involves the inward effort to place oneself in 
another’s shoes and truly understand their predicament. In adversity, 
physical assistance relieves material needs; equally important is a 
sympathetic ear and a sensitive soul, bringing comfort and peace to 
the heart despite the harsh circumstances.

The failure to act appropriately in a situation arising from our lack of 
empathy and inability to understand the sufferer’s condition may drive 
them further into despair. We see many such examples in the chilling 
news accounts of abuse of domestic helpers and neglect of elderly 
parents. At the most fundamental level, the perpetrators lacked mercy 
and failed to enter into the experience of their victims. Within the body 
of the church, we ought to be empathetic towards our fellow brethren’s 
needs and provide practical help to those in need.

Being Merciful Involves Action
While empathy is an act of mercy on an emotional level, compassion 
can also be seen through action. Deu 15:7-8 states, “If there is a poor 
man among you, one of your brothers…, you shall not harden your 
heart, nor close your hand from your brother; but you shall freely open 
your hand to him, and generously lend him sufficient for his need in 
whatever he lacks.” Deu 15:12-14 also teaches the Israelites to be 
merciful when setting a servant free in the seventh year – they were 
to meet the servant’s needs according to how the Lord has blessed 
them. 

In the book of James, acts of mercy are closely connected with true 
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faith – “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith 
but he has no works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister 
is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to 
them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give 
them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, 
if it has no works, is dead, being by itself” (Jas 2:14-17).

James also tells us that compassion is a characteristic of godliness and 
wisdom – “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without 
hypocrisy” (Jas 3:17). Compassion coupled with wisdom is not 
satisfied merely to provide material support; it addresses the more 
pressing spiritual needs of the individual. Jesus said in Matt 9:13,  
“I desire compassion, and not sacrifice” – our Lord longs for us to come 
before Him, to receive His mercy and forgiveness for our sins, and to 
have peace. When the crowd stoned Stephen, he had compassion for 
his murderers and cried to God to forgive them in his dying moments 
(Acts 7:60). As our Lord Jesus hung on the cross, He had compassion 
for His tormentors and grieved for their souls, and He prayed to God 
the Father to forgive them (Luk 23:34). 

Vibrancy in church life is characterised by members of Christ’s body 
fellowshipping with each other in the Lord and looking out for one 
another (1 Jhn 1:3-4). May we act in wisdom and compassion as we 
encourage one another in our pursuit of God, being mindful of our 
brethren’s material and spiritual needs. May God’s grace abound so 
that we are richly blessed in spirit and are content with our earthly 
possessions.

Being Merciful Involves Sacrifice, Relinquishing Personal Gains
In the Bible, compassion is demonstrated by sacrifice for others’ gain. 
Christ’s act of salvation on the cross was an outcome of His mercy 
and compassion. He desired to rescue us from the depths of sin and 
death so that we may have life through Him. 

Hence, ‘being merciful’ also carries the connotations of ‘love’ and 
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‘grace’. It means to do good to others, not because we owe them 
a favour or have any special relationship with them, but simply out 
of love and compassion. To be merciful is not merely an emotional 
response; it also involves sacrifice.

When the Israelites sinned and worshipped the golden calf, God 
revealed His mercy by forgiving them of their sin and unrighteousness. 
Right after that, God proclaimed His character, “The Lord, the Lord 
God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, 
who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin…” (Exo 34:6-7). God is 
angered by sin, yet He is merciful in His wrath. Man’s sin grieved Him, 
yet He responded with a practical solution – He sacrificed His beloved 
Son, Jesus, on the cross to atone for our sins.

We may never have to forfeit our life to bless others. Nevertheless, we 
can show compassion in many other ways. We can let go of things we 
value, such as our time, comfort, holidays, career prospects, wealth, 
etc., to participate in missions, evangelism, or minister to the needs of 
fellow brethren.

The Merciful Shall Receive Mercy
Jesus said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” 
Some have interpreted this verse using the lens of human logic to 
mean – be merciful to others so that you may, in turn, receive mercy 
from them. This understanding is, unfortunately, erroneous. Jesus 
was always merciful in His interaction with men, yet He was criticised, 
accused, and ultimately condemned to death. In preaching this verse, 
Jesus did not guarantee compassion from fellow men. Instead, He 
taught that the merciful should receive mercy from God Himself. We 
see many examples in the Bible where the Lord richly blessed the 
merciful. Lot chose the lush valleys of Jordan and left Abraham with 
the seemingly inferior lands. Yet Abraham rallied to Lot’s rescue when 
he was in trouble. Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers, yet he 
was merciful towards them when they were reunited years later. Saul 
wanted David dead, yet David spared Saul’s life on two occasions.
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Psa 109:14-16 shows that God is not pleased with the hard-hearted, 
“Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the Lord, and 
do not let the sin of his mother be blotted out… Because he did not 
remember to show lovingkindness.” We also know from the Bible 
that the Lord would say to the merciless on the day of judgment,  
“Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has 
been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and 
you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing 
to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and 
you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me”  
(Matt 25:41-43). He continued, “to the extent that you did not do it to 
one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me” (Matt 25:45). The 
Lord’s accusation implies that any oppression upon God’s people is, 
in effect, oppression done to God Himself.

Conclusion
To be merciful is to be sympathetic towards those suffering and 
empathise with them in their circumstances. It involves action and 
personal sacrifice. Christ Jesus is the ultimate example of compassion 
– for our transgressions and weaknesses, He took on flesh to dwell 
among us and was tempted as we are. Therefore, He knows our 
struggles in life and thoroughly understands our limitations and 
weaknesses. We, who follow Christ, are the unworthy recipients of 
His mercy and grace. Thus, we should do unto others as the Lord has 
done unto us – be merciful towards those unable to return the kind 
deed, especially those who are undeserving.

Tiang Thian Chiew
Thian Chiew is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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The most enjoyable part of my day is having dinner with my family, eating 
the sumptuous food, and conversing about our day. One day in the past 
week, my 6-year-old niece came up excitedly, telling me, “Jesus is real, 
and He died on the cross!” That blew my mind to have someone telling 
me this sound truth with great conviction at such a young, tender age. 
Well, I would like to share the truth from the Bible and how God yearns 
for you to know Him personally.

I was not brought up in a Christian home and was a typical Singaporean 
kid trying to meet my parents’ expectations to be a good daughter and 
sister. My life revolved around excelling in school, doing what I liked, 
and living for my pleasures. I had no sense of purpose in life and lived 
day by day for enjoyment, watching many television programmes and 
being happy. Despite this, I knew there was the existence of a god or a 
greater being but did not know who he was. Whenever I was faced with 
a difficult situation in my early childhood, I would utter a prayer to him 
to help me. Early on in life, God, by His grace, showed me clearly that  
He existed. The Bible states, “For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power, and divine nature, have been 
clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that 
they are without excuse” (Rom 1:20). Indeed, the creation around me 
clearly shows that God exists.

When I was ten years old, I started attending church when my mother 
brought my siblings and me to The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship. 
Sunday was soon a weekly event where I participated in the children’s 
programme, heard stories, and sang songs about Jesus. I was exposed 
to the Bible, God’s living Word, and learnt about this God who sent His 
Son, Jesus, to die for my sins. Like a plant, the seed of the Gospel was 
sown in my life. But at that time, all the things of God and what He has 
done became mere head knowledge, and I could answer most of the 
questions the Sunday school teachers asked. Yet, I felt distant from God; 
He was not really in my life, and I did not see any relevance of Him in my 

The Lord is Good!
Testimony
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life. Soon, I was living the lifestyle of a Sunday Christian, where I opened 
the Bible only on Sundays as I pretended to be a good Christian. My 
heart was not right with God. The things I did were to win the approval of 
men and display an outward appearance that I was a Christian.

The teachings of God’s Word, sown by the faithful leaders God sent into 
my life, were not in vain. My perspectives of Christ started to change 
when I became a youth. I had doubts and questions about what it meant 
to trust in Jesus and follow Him. I started reading the Bible to know who 
this God is. God was faithful to me throughout these times, even though I 
was far from Him. Hearing His Word Sunday after Sunday convicted me 
that I am a sinner and need a Saviour. I cannot remember a significant 
time when I believed in God and trusted Him. But I know Christ paid the 
penalty for my sins through His death on the cross. I am reconciled to 
God and can have a personal relationship with Him. It amazes me how 
God was willing to love me to this extent!

Gradually, I could see a change in my life. I began to be more aware 
of the sinful state that I am in and how prideful I am in chasing  
after the things of the world. I needed to repent of my sins and trust in 
God alone. 

By God’s providence, I had the opportunity to study in Australia for my 
University education. I was excited to study abroad, have the freedom 
of being on my own, and study the course I chose. The excitement was 
soon replaced by the countless things that I was anxious about, such as 
adjusting to a new environment, especially during winter, cooking and 
taking care of myself, and dealing with loneliness. I come from a big, 
boisterous family in Singapore, so returning to a dark, silent house in 
Australia was disconcerting. I struggled to manage on my own and failed 
as I depended on my human ability.

God met me in the middle of it all. He reminded me through His Word that 
He is a faithful God who cares for me. Lam 3:21-23 says this:
 But this I call to mind,
    and therefore I have hope:
 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
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 His mercies never come to an end;
 they are new every morning;
   great is your faithfulness.

God provided a church family when I was miles away from Singapore. 
They showed forth Christ’s love to me through their sacrificial acts  
of love. God was there at every step, leading and guiding me. He was 
my anchor and hope when I desperately needed the encouragement  
and support.

I remember one Sunday morning when the preacher challenged us to 
think of the world’s greatest problem. The answer: Sin. The solution: Jesus 
Christ. That hit home the message that I serve a great and powerful God. 
All other issues became small when I fixed my gaze on Christ alone. My 
time away from home deepened my walk with Jesus, and I was put in a 
situation to read God’s Word for myself and understand what He says.  
I am thankful to God that I was able to experience His goodness.

Returning to Singapore was a time of adjustment. God provided me with 
a job in a local hospital as a radiotherapist. My attitude towards work 
changed from wanting to win the praise of men to working my best for the 
Lord. I am no longer the master of my life, but God is.

I am thankful to God that I can serve Him in the youth ministry 
alongside people who love the Lord. I pray that the youths, too, will 
come to know the Lord personally. Even though I am not perfect, 
and there are still things that I struggle with, I know that Christ will 
sustain me with His grace and that I will be united with Him one day. 
I pray that you also will be able to experience the goodness of God.  
Psa 34:8 says,
 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!
   Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!

Carinne Ho 
Carinne is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.



28 I Fishers Fishers I 29 

In 2018, I made significant changes in my life – I finished school, got 
married, left my job and family in the US, moved to a foreign country, 
and found a new church. For a while, things went very well; there was 
much to learn and experience. But I soon realised that something 
strange was happening in my heart – I felt lonely – lost, and aimless. 
I tried my hardest to keep busy so that the feelings of homesickness 
and sadness would not set in. Yet, while doing many different things,  
I felt alone even though surrounded by people. It was regularly just 
me and my thoughts.

Meeting God in Our Loneliness
Christian Living
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The Pain and Effects of Loneliness
Being lonely is so much more than being physically alone. Loneliness 
is a subjective state of mind that can be all-consuming – we feel 
intensely lost and depressed, leading to a sense of aloneness and 
worthlessness. Loneliness can fall upon us even when our loved ones 
surround us. And one of the most challenging transitions is the death 
of a loved one – grief is a lonely path to tread at any time.

No matter how you encounter loneliness, it feels uncomfortable and 
sad. It creates a longing for something more, which can lead our hearts 
and minds into a dark downward spiral. And often, those who are 
lonely end up struggling with conditions such as depression, anxiety, 
increased stress, poor decision making, substance abuse, etc. 

The Cause of Loneliness
As I continued to wrestle with the feelings of loneliness, I began to 
ask myself – where was it coming from, and why was it happening? 
Would the Bible have anything to say? God’s Word has much to say 
as it speaks to this state of mind. 

Created for Relationship with God and People
Christ created us for a relationship with Him – to love, worship, and 
serve Him. Col 1:16 says, “For by Him all things were created… all 
things have been created through Him and for Him.” 

Not only are we created to have a relationship with God, but we 
are created to be in a relationship with other people. We can 
see the importance of the community in the New Testament. In  
Heb 10:24-25, we are commanded to love, do good, assemble 
together, and encourage one another. We cannot do any of these 
things if we do not have relationships with others.

The Cause of Breakdown in Relationship with God and People
Gen 3:1-8 describes the fall of man into sin. After eating the fruit from 
the tree that God had expressly forbidden them to eat from, Adam and 
his wife were suddenly aware of their shame. They hid from God; they 
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who once walked with God in the garden now felt the guilt of their sin 
and hid from Him.

That first sin by Adam caused a rift between mankind and God as He 
is pure and holy and cannot tolerate sin. From then on, every one of 
us is born sinful and separated from God. Rom 3:23 tells us that “all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. 

We feel the effects of sin today, and loneliness is one of them. Before 
sin entered the world, there was no feeling of loneliness because man 
was in a perfect relationship with God and in harmony with each other.  

The Only Remedy to Loneliness
What then is the remedy to man’s loneliness? How can we meet God 
amidst our loneliness? The answer is the salvation offered by the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who is the one and only Saviour provided by God for us. 

Salvation in Christ Jesus
The Apostle Paul explained in Eph 2:1-7 that all of us were once dead 
in our trespasses and sins. But God loved us, even when we were 
dead, and showed us mercy by sending us Jesus Christ. Because 
of the saving work of Christ on the cross, when we come to God and 
repent of our sins, we will be saved; Rom 10:9 says, “… if you confess 
with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved”. This salvation is by the 
grace of God, through His God-given faith, and we don’t deserve it. 
The Lord reveals the brokenness of our hearts and leads us to Himself 
– we are nothing without the grace of God. 

If today you are struggling with loneliness and do not know Christ 
as your Saviour and Lord, search your heart, call to Him, repent and 
receive His salvation. This first step to meeting God, Who loves each 
of us, is crucial.

Christians and Loneliness  
But, as believers in Christ and children of God, is it wrong that we 
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should feel lonely? The answer is no – we are not perfected until we 
reach Heaven and thus can feel loneliness in this life. Loneliness is an 
emotion, and emotions show us what goes on in our hearts. For the 
rest of the article, we will examine some God-given ways in which we 
can overcome our loneliness.

Turning to God in Our Loneliness
If we are struggling with loneliness, begin by examining our hearts, 
thoughts, desires, and dreams. We have to ask ourselves individually 
– what do I want? What does God’s Word say about these things that 
I have identified? 

All too often, the answers to these questions do not glorify God. These 
include pride, selfishness, jealousy, covetousness, seeking to control 
what ought to be in the hands of God, loving people over God, desiring 
to please people over God, and much more. When confronted,  
we need to look to God. We need to repent of the sin, for this has 
caused a strain on our relationship with Him. We should then humbly 
seek His forgiveness.

How, then, can we experience loneliness and not be in sin? Whenever 
we feel loneliness creeping on us, we must view our feelings in the 
light of Who God is and our relationship with Him. We do this when 
we seek out the Lord by reading and meditating on His Word and 
reaching out to Him in prayer and worship. Let us learn from the Lord 
Jesus Christ how He spent such alone times. Luk 4:42 tells us, “When 
day came, Jesus left and went to a secluded place…” Jesus sought 
to be alone in a lonely place; this was the only time He could pray to 
God and find rest in God.

Checking Our Hearts Against His Word
As we struggle with loneliness, one of the things we need to do is 
to spend time meditating on God’s promises in His Word. From His 
Word, we learn more about the Lord, which helps us understand that 
there is hope for believers struggling with loneliness.
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When Jesus Christ is our Lord and Saviour, He is our fulfilment and joy, 
and we take heart for the Lord is perfecting us even in our loneliness 
amidst our suffering. Jas 1:2-4 reminds us, “Consider it all joy, my 
brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect 
result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

As children of God, we have the assurance in Jhn 10:28 that God will 
never leave us and no one can take us away from Him. We rejoice 
because God is with us, even when the struggles of life are so heavy 
and have created such a dense fog that we can’t see Him. Yet from 
His Word, we know that He is there with us.

Reaching Out to Other Brethren
Our temptation to despair in the face of loneliness is not new, and the 
Lord has promised that He will always provide a way out for us. We 
rest on 1 Cor 10:13, which says, “No temptation has overtaken you 
but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow 
you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 
will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure 
it.” Satan loves to isolate us; it is where he can do some of his best 
work in tempting us to sin. This is why the body of Christ is vitally 
important. The Apostle Paul explained in 1 Cor 12 that all parts of the 
body work together and that if one part of the body is malfunctioning, 
the rest of the body is aware and comes together to help. 
 
So, if you are struggling with loneliness, you are not alone. Even 
though your natural inclination is to hide your hurts and pains from 
those around you, remember that you hide from those who can help 
you the most – so, reach out to your brethren. 

For those in the body of Christ who can help, our duty and joy, as 
fellow heirs, is to come alongside the struggling brethren and lift them 
up. Someone asked me once, “How can we know when someone 
is struggling? We are ready and willing, but we don’t know that they 
need help.” The answer to this challenging question falls to us – we 
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have to get to know one another and build relationships. When we do 
this, we will notice when someone is not doing well.

Time to Serve
Finally, believers are called to serve one another in the body of Christ 
(Gal 5:13). We are to love one another (Jhn 13:34), to build one 
another up (Rom 14:19), to care for one another (1 Cor 12:25), and 
comfort each other (1 Thes 4:18). When you serve others, not only 
does this help you take your mind off yourself and your struggles, but 
it shows you the cares and needs of those around you. 

Serving others need not be significant and complex; it can simply be 
in prayer, writing notes of encouragement, or cooking a meal. Do not 
just skim over this command and say that there is nothing you can do; 
think hard about how you can serve and love the body. 

Conclusion
It has been over three years since I moved to Singapore, and my 
life has changed radically. I am grateful that God showed me that 
the problem was in my heart. He revealed that I was not content in 
my relationship with Him, and He allowed me to renew my mind and 
chase after Him more fervently.

It is a comfort to know that my life is in the hands of a compassionate 
and merciful God. He has promised that He will never leave me and 
that as long as my physical body is still breathing, He will continue His 
good work of growing and refining me.

I cannot say that if you pray hard enough, the Lord will remove your 
affliction, whether it be loneliness or another problem. Maybe He will, 
but then, He may not! But I can tell you that God is enough, and He will 
fulfil you. All you need to do is come and rest at His feet.

Jordan Yue
Jordan is an associate member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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My wife Donna and I are grateful for this opportunity to share the Lord’s 
goodness and faithfulness. We are delighted to reflect on how the Lord 
worked in our family, especially our son, Mattheo. We witnessed that we 
are not alone during our trying times because God is on our side. The Lord 
has done great things for us, and we are overjoyed. And these things led 
us to bless the Lord and His holy name. Psa 103:1-2 say, “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and forget not all His benefits”. This verse reminds us to praise 
and worship the Lord wholeheartedly because of the benefits He bestowed. 
It also warns us not to forget to be grateful for everything God has done for 
us. It is precious to reflect on God’s goodness and faithfulness, which have 
proven true many times, especially in this challenging phase of our life. We 
are utterly amazed at how God worked in us, especially our little boy.

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic and uncertainties in Aug 2020, we were 
blessed to find out that my wife was expecting a child. We had been praying 
and waiting for years for a child. That moment was such a joy; our families 
were delighted and excited when we shared this good news. The pregnancy 
was stable, except that Donna had some bleeding towards the end of the 
first trimester. But thank God everything was fine. From then on, it was 
smooth sailing. The foetus was growing well, and we were joyful to feel his 
kicks. 

In mid-Dec 2020, Donna almost reached her 25th-week pregnancy when 
she started to bleed. We called our gynaecologist and were advised to 
hospitalise her right away. The doctor discovered her cervix dilating and 
planned to stop the bleeding, then stitch the cervix, keeping the foetus in the 
womb. Donna would have to stay at the hospital as long as possible. So, 
Donna was transferred to a well-equipped government hospital that costs 
less than a private hospital. The doctor also advised that early delivery might 
happen if the bleeding would not stop.

The Lord blessed us with a kind Christian gynaecologist. She comforted and 
prayed for us and told us not to worry if the baby needed to be delivered in 

God’s Unfailing Faithfulness
Testimony
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his 25th week because he would have a 70 percent chance of survival.

That night when I looked at Donna sleeping in the hospital bed, I could 
not hold back my tears in my worries. But I knew the Lord had a plan 
and purpose, and there was nothing I could do about the situation 
but surrender and entrust everything to His sovereignty, knowing  
He is always in control. I cried to Him and sought His intervention in  
our current condition, that He would keep my wife and unborn son safe.  
I knew that they were in the good hands of our loving and mighty Father. 

We knew this did not happen by chance, but it was all by the grace 
of our all-knowing Sovereign God. Our great comfort is “... we know 
that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). This verse is 
significant for those in Christ; even if it does not reduce our suffering 
or pain, we are confident that God is for us, and He loves us and  
cares for us. 

The next day, the bleeding continued, and Donna was transferred to the 
Singapore General Hospital. The cervix kept dilating, and there was also 
contraction. The doctor decided to take the baby out via Caesarean section, 
a safer procedure. After an hour of waiting, I saw our son come out of the 
operating theatre, and together we wheeled him to the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU). Baby Mattheo was born at exactly 25 weeks, weighing 
785g. I felt him in Donna’s abdomen the day before, but now he was born. 
He was so small and fragile that I could not touch him yet.

Every day for our little Mattheo was a miracle; we could see the Lord working 
each step of the way. Seeing him grow and progress each day gave us so 
much joy. But at the same time, it pained us to see him with tubes, wires, 
and needles. We cried when he underwent surgery just a few weeks after 
his birth and another surgery before being discharged. But through it all, we 
thank God for His grace and mercy to our baby. 

For the 110 days in the hospital, God preserved his life. We do not know how 
our little boy endured every treatment and surgery, but we are confident that 
the Lord is working in his life. He empowered medical practitioners to look 
after him, and He strengthened and kept our son. The Lord never ceases to 
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amaze us, and we cannot help but wonder and marvel at His goodness and 
faithfulness. Indeed, all things are possible with God. He, who was once a 
tiny, fragile baby, is now growing well and bringing us so much joy. All praise 
and thanksgiving to the God of miracles!

Lam 3:21-23 reminds us, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 
The steadfast love of the Lord, never ceases; his mercies never come to 
an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” His Word 
faithfully teaches us that we have hope in the Lord. It encourages us to 
turn our eyes away from our trials, look to God, His purpose and plan, and 
learn and experience His mercies that never come to an end, for they are  
new every morning. Also, it has given us an incredible display that the 
promises of God are true. He never changes, His compassions never fail, 
and great is His faithfulness, for which we are astonished and filled with 
gratefulness to Him.

In the unexpected turn of events, the Lord never left us, and we are 
privileged to experience Him more each day. He comforted us through His 
Word and our family, the church, friends, and other people. We received 
overwhelmingly care, support, and love – especially the FCF family, who 
ministered to us in every possible way. We are touched by all the prayers 
showered upon us, offers of practical help, gifts, encouragements, love, 
and concern during this trying time. We are grateful for the love of Christ  
that moved these brethren and are thankful to the Lord, who graciously 
provided for our needs. Indeed, Psa 23:1 says, “The Lord is my Shepherd; 
I shall not want.”

We are privileged and blessed to taste and savour the goodness of God in 
our lives during this adversity. We thank Him for our little boy because we 
vastly experience how gracious and wonderful God is through him. Indeed, 
baby Mattheo is a testimony of God’s faithfulness and God’s instrument for 
our sanctification. We give our Almighty God all the praises, thanksgiving, 
and glory. “Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for 
His steadfast love endures forever!” (Psa 106:1).

Jemuel Lee Malunes (JK)
JK is a pastor of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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O THOU MOST HIGH,
Creator of the ends of the earth, 
 Governor of the universe, Judge of all men,  
 Head of the church, Saviour of sinners;
  thy greatness is unsearchable, thy goodness infinite,   
  thy compassions unfailing, thy providence boundless,  
  thy mercies ever new.
We bless thee for the words of salvation.
How important, suitable, encouraging are the doctrines, promises, 
 and invitations of the gospel of peace!
We are lost: but in it thou hast presented to us a full, free and eternal 
salvation;
 weak: but here we learn that help is found in One that is mighty,
 poor: but in him we discover unsearchable riches,
 blind: but we find he has treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
We thank thee for thy unspeakable gift.
Thy Son is our only refuge, foundation, hope, confidence;
We depend upon his death, rest in his righteousness,  
 desire to bear his image;
May his glory fill our minds, his love reign in our affections,  
 his cross inflame us with ardour.
Let us as Christians fill our various situations in life, escape the snares to  
 which they expose us, discharge the duties that arise from our  
 circumstances, enjoy with moderation their advantages,  
 improve with diligence their usefulness,
And may every place and company we are in be benefited by us.

From the ‘Valley of Vision’ – A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions edited  
by Arthur Bennet. Used with permission from Banner of Truth, UK  
(URL: https://banneroftruth.org/us/devotional/sixth-day-morning-the-gospel/).

Fishers I 37 

The Gospel
Poem
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Requests for Resources 

Name: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms   

Address:       

                                                                           

Country: Postal Code:           

Email Address:             
 
I agree that The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, its representatives or authorised 
intermedaries may use the above particulars to send me publications of the Christian 
faith and/or contact me on the activities of the Fellowship.

Signature  Date

Books Available
The following books are published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship 
and available to Fishers readers at no charge.

What You Should Know About 
Attending Church Meetings
Many factors can affect the spiritual 
life of a Christian. A Christian who 
attends church meetings regularly  
is likely to be in a better state than 
one who does not.

Footprints in the Snow
This autobiographical work is a moving 
testimony recounting God’s wonderful  
grace in the life of the author.
(English, Chinese Simplified Version and 
Myanmar language)

From Generation  
To Generation
Have you read the sequel to 
Footprints in the Snow, which  
is a testimony of God’s grace  
in the life of Dr Dixie Chua? 
Order your copy today!

Please indicate the resources you require:

Magazine Subscription
 Fishers                                  

Other Publications
 What You Should Know About Attending Church Meetings by Huang Ee Yuen

 Footprints in the Snow by Dr Dixie Chua 

 From Generation To Generation by Dr Dixie Chua

To Unsubscribe or Change of Address: 
Please provide the following information:
• Your Name; Subscriber Number (at the top left-hand of your address label); Existing Addresses 
• For Change of Address – include both the Existing and New Addresses

 English            Chinese          Myanmar 
                          Simplified       Language
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We Believe…

• the original writings of the Old and New Testaments, namely, the present  
 66 volumes of the Scriptures, are infallible and unique in their divine  
 inspiration, authority and sufficiency.

• there is one God, yet with three distinct persons (the Father, the Son and  
 the Holy Spirit) who are co-equal and to whom equal honour is due.

• Jesus Christ is the only begotten and eternal Son of God.
 – He truly became man, being begotten of the Holy Spirit and born of the   
  virgin Mary.
 – His death was a sacrifice to God and a propitiation for the remission  
  of sins.
 – He was raised from the dead in His physical body.
 – He ascended to the right hand of God, and is now the all-sufficient High   
  Priest of His people.
 – He will come again to receive His people unto Himself, and to set up 
  His Kingdom.

• in consequence of the Fall, sin came in, and man became ‘lost’, and at  
 ‘enmity against God’ and ‘without strength’ to do the will of God.

• the Holy Spirit’s work is essential in regeneration and sanctification.

• the justification of the sinner before God is by faith alone. Every justified  
 one is also born of God. Such new birth results in and is made evident by  
 holiness of life and good works.

• at death the spirit of man does not cease to exist or become unconscious. 
 The dead will be raised bodily either to life or to condemnation, and  
 the blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will  
 be eternal.

• the Devil, also called Satan, who deceives the whole world, is a person.

  
Our Mission…
The Fishers magazine is published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 
Singapore. Our mission is to present the Gospel of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to promote Christian spiritual growth. It is sent to 
you at no charge, and its upkeep depends on God who supplies all our 
needs through faithful Christians who feel a burden in this work.

Please address all enquiries to:
“The Editors of Fishers, The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 

132 Margaret Drive, Singapore 149301.”
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