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CHuA Eu Jin

When We 
Look Back

Psalm 18:1-27

introduction 
Ps 18:1-27 has four things to teach us. When David wrote the psalm, 
he reached a milestone in his life. David had been a hero and a fugitive 
hunted by Saul and his enemies. Saul was now dead, and Jonathan was 
dead. David was now King. For a time, he had been the King of Judah, now 
he was the King of all of Israel. There had been battles with surrounding 
nations, and David had been victorious and ruling over them. Through 
the years, he had the promises that someone from the family of David 
would be on Judah’s throne and from that line would come the King, the 
Messiah. So David comes to this milestone in his life. He was King, and 
there was peace everywhere.

A time to look back
First, he celebrates by getting alone with God and writing this psalm. There 
is a time to look back. Often in the Scriptures, people mark milestones in 
their lives. They stop and look back.
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We should do likewise when we come to a milestone in our life, be it 
graduation from school, college, polytechnic or university. It may be our 
first job. It may be when we are married or when our first child arrives. 
It may be retirement. Scriptures teach us to get alone with God and look 
back a certain way.

The right way of looking back
The second thing we learn is that there is a right way of looking back. 
David does this in the first three verses. Here he distinguishes the events 
which are but mere shadows from the reality who God is Himself. David 
does it by not attributing his strength and help to secondary causes. On 
looking back, he sees the rock and the fortress upon which he experienced 
protection and safety from Saul and his enemies. David experienced 
delivery from Saul, who was distracted by the Philistine invasion. He 
sees the shield and the weapons and strongholds. But these are only the 
secondary causes of what happened to him. Behind it, all is God, and 
David recognises that the only Person he has to deal with is God. That is 
the right way of looking back.

That is the constant teaching of the Word of God. We see this in the 
experience of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord was in the garden. When 
He was arrested, Peter drew a sword and tried to stop it from happening. 
And Jesus said, “Shall I not drink the cup which my Father has given Me?” 
(Jn 18:11b). Humanly speaking, we will attribute what had happened to 
Judas’ kiss or Satan’s work or the people arresting Christ. But Jesus didn’t 
look at secondary causes. He looked at the first cause, the One behind it 
all. He said, “Shall I not drink the cup the Father gave Me?”

We see this in the example of Job, who lost virtually all his possessions 
and his family. He said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Jb 1:21b). Job didn’t look at the storm. 
He didn’t look at the invaders, didn’t look at anything which killed his 
family or robbed him of his possessions, didn’t even look at Satan. He 
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looked beyond all the secondary causes to God. Because at the end of the 
day, God is the only Person you ever deal with.

That is why in this psalm, David focuses on the attributes of God. That 
is what we should do. You walk the way of doubt, and then someone has 
said something to you or given you a book to read and your doubts are 
settled. You will be tempted, as a Christian, to attribute your relief to the 
book you read or to the friend who spoke. But if you have been rescued 
from doubt that way, it is God who did it.

Some of you have been in need, emotional, financial, or other forms of 
need. That need is met by a person or a person’s gift. The temptation is to 
look at the secondary cause and not look beyond to God, who ultimately 
supplied the need. Some of you have been ill, and rightly you consult the 
doctor. Jesus taught us to do that when He proclaimed that those who are 
well do not need a physician, but those who are sick. The doctor helped 
you tremendously. The temptation is to attribute the healing to the doctor 
when in fact, it is God. Yes, the doctors do the diagnosis, the prescriptions, 
or the operations, but God does the healing.

We must look beyond the secondary cause and see that God is the 
only Person who ever dealt with us or will ever deal with us. When 
we have important decisions to make and receive good timely ad-
vice which clarifies everything, we must look beyond the secondary 
causes. We must look beyond the happenings to God, who has worked 
so graciously for us.

Looking at the attributes of God
Third, from verses 4 to 24, David looks back at the attributes of God. In 
verses 4 to 6 and 16 to 19, he sees the mercy of God. He looks back and sees 
the awful situations in which he was certain of death. He sees situations 
where the enemy was too strong and he had no way out. Then he sees the 
mercy of God, who heard him when he cried out to Him.

 If there has been any deliverance in your life, any rescue, any escape, 
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any situation you have come through, it is because of the mercy of God. 
Of course, this is supremely true in the lostness of our sins. We were so lost 
that we didn’t even realise we were lost. We were so far from God, and we 
almost lost the sense of God itself. And yet the Lord rescued us from that 
by the Person and work of Christ, which was applied to us by the Holy 
Spirit working through Scriptures. But that is true of every other rescue we 
have in life. It is the same mercy, undeserved kindness, and goodness of 
God when He deals with us. That is what David recognises in this sharing.

Verses 7 to 19 describe a mighty storm with thunder, lightning, earth-
quake, fire, gushing water, light and darkness. Yet there was no incident in 
the Old Testament where David was rescued from such a mighty storm. 
Here David is describing the power of God in terms of a storm. In the 
same way, when we see or experience a powerful storm, we understand 
but a little the word “all-powerful” or “omnipotent”. David attributed 
his deliverance from his enemies to the many mighty acts manifesting 
the power of God. We, too, realise that God, in His resurrection power, 
caused us to be delivered from the power of sin and death through the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

In verses 20 to 24, David shares his experience of the justice of God. He 
is not claiming that he was sinless. But he is a man of faith in an unbelieving 
world. He is a man of God who seeks to abide by His law. A just God will 
not treat him as He treats the unrighteous. He is assured of God’s justice. 
God always does right for us as we, in true faith, strive to obey Him.

So on looking back, David sees the mercy, power and justice of God. 
All these attributes are found in the wonder of His character. He now 
knows that the only person who has dealt with him is God.

Looking forward
Finally, in verses 25 to 27, David recognises that on looking back, he 
should also look forward. He realises that his days are not yet finished. 
The only Person he will deal with is God. God will deal with us according 
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to our character. God is merciful, and if you are merciful, God will show 
Himself merciful. God is blameless. If you are blameless, you will never 
have a cause to blame Him. With the blameless, He will show Himself 
blameless. God is pure. You strive to be pure, and you will only see purity 
in God. David, therefore will go through life being humble as he declares 
God will save the humble people.

Conclusion 
So David declares in verse 1 that he will love the Lord on looking back at 
the mercy, power and justice of God working in his life. This is the call of 
the psalm to all when we look back. When we look forward, we are always 
to love, praise and call upon our great and wonderful God.

FEATuRE ARTiCLE

I wIll love You,  
o lord, mY strength.

(Psalm 18:1)

PHOTO: PIXABAY



6

LiBRARY nEWS

introduction to new Children's Books
The church library has brought in more than 50 children’s 
books. These books are in the Self-Service Library 
(Children’s Books Section) at FCF Queenstown, Sunday 
School Hall, Level 1. We encourage you to borrow the books 
for your children.

Here are some of the book titles in their respective series:

Good news for Little Hearts 

- 12 books (Walking with Jesus in the midst of challenging circumstances)
•	 When you are stressed
•	 When you feel guilty
•	 When you are sad
•	 When you are lonely
•	 When you fail
•	 When you want to hide
•	 When you are jealous
•	 When it’s hard to tell the truth
•	 When you are angry
•	 When you are anxious
•	 When you want to fit in
•	 When you want something       

too much

Learn about God series

- 5 books (God’s attributes)
•	 God is kind
•	 God has power
•	 God is everywhere
•	 God knows everything
•	 God never changes
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Famous Bible Stories

- 8 books 
•	 Moses
•	 noah’s ark
•	 ruth
•	 Jonah
•	 adam and eve
•	 naaman
•	 Joseph
•	 Samuel

Little Light Series

- 3 books (Stories about missionaries)
•	 Mary Slessor
•	 lottie Moon 
•	 Gladys aylward

Spurgeon stories for children

 - 3 books

God’s little guide books 

- 8 booklets (God’s creation)
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God’s daring dozen

 - 3 books (A minor prophet story)
•	 Haggai
•	 obadiah 
•	 Habakkuk

And many more Christian 
books for children.
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 Ang Wei en
That we were able to meet together face-to-face again for the 2022 Youth 
Camp is a true testament to God’s faithfulness and abundant blessings to us. 
The camp, without any COVID-19 restrictions, was a timely retreat for the 
youths and teens to wrap up the year in fellowship with their 
brothers- and sisters-in-Christ and meditate on His Word.

I was blessed with the opportunity to lead the camp com-
mittee. It opened my eyes to the need to serve the Lord in many 
areas of our church. Being in the Chinese Session, many teens 
and youths are afraid to take the first step to serve as there is a 
tendency to assume that the “adults” (seniors in the congregation) would 
take care of all matters. So, even for the 2022 Youth Camp, there was dif-
ficulty forming the camp committee initially, as many teens and youths 
shied away from serving. With God’s grace, we managed to form a full 
committee later. The experience made me realise that our service to God is 
our duty as Christians, regardless of age or maturity. After the initial inertia, 
seeing the younger brothers and sisters serving and leading willingly, was 
heartening. I pray that we will be able to cultivate a congregation with a 
heart that yearns to serve God and for more younger teens and youths to 

What the Dying of Christ 
Teaches us about Living 
十架七言
youtH caMp  7 - 10 Dec 2022

Venue: 
FcF Queenstown/
ibis Singapore on Bencoolen
SpeAker: 
tan Soon yong

PHOTO: PIXABAY
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step up to serve.
The theme of the camp was “What the Dying 

of Christ Teaches Us about Living”. The seven 
messages revolved around what we can learn 
from Jesus’ death and the fundamentals of the 
greatness of our salvation were revisited. This 
topic was apt and truly resonated with many participants during the four 
days. As youths in our 20s to 30s, we believe that we are still young and have 
a lifetime ahead of us to glorify God and spend time with Him in the future. 

In my reflections during the camp, I found myself often prioritising 
my earthly responsibilities and desires for achievement, and taking my 
salvation for granted. Being the salt and light of this world for the Lord 
had also taken second place in my life. 

This series of messages has been a stark reminder of the price Jesus 
paid and the pain He went through to grant me eternal life. I am thankful 
for the opportunity to glorify His Name in His death and resurrection, 
and to live a purposeful life in His work, and these  goals should never be 
compromised. 

The camp ended with a parting statement for reflection that neatly 
summed up the series of messages; it went, “if you have been living in God’s 
will when you die, it will simply be a change of environment and body. Is 
that the kind of life you are living today?”

 VerA Lye
I learned a lot through the youth camp, with very important reminders 
that I should not just think about how difficult my life is. The Lord Jesus 
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suffered so much more than me on the cross and He died for our sins. 
Besides that, the youth camp also reminded me that the Lord Jesus is 
righteous and everything is under His control. 

 JubiLee SOH
Thank God for allowing in-person camps to resume again after so long! I 
missed the company and the fellowship with other BASICs (brothers-and 
sisters-in-Christ). Thank God we can all grow and mature in Christ while 
having fun at the same time! 

In this youth camp, the message that struck me most was the one on 
forgiveness, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” 
(Lk 23:33-34).

It is common to get into arguments and fights with anyone, be they 
friends, loved ones, or even strangers. So this message was really important 
to me and had many good learning points. I recently got into a fight with 
a friend. At first, I didn’t feel like apologising because I didn’t do anything 
wrong. But the lessons I learned during the sermon kept bug-
ging me and soon my conscience prompted me to take the 
initiative to apologise to my friend. I remembered that God 
forgives us despite us being the worst sinners ever and 
that it is His commandment that we should forgive. 

Thank God for the camp and for working in 
my heart so that I could, by His grace, do the 
right thing.
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Call to serve –  Website Team 
the FcF Website team is looking to expand the team and would like to 
call for baptised members to serve in this area.
responsibilities include FcF website development and enhancement.

Good-to-have skills, including

 php   Git
 Docker  Web frontend
 Wordpress Knowledge  ui/uX knowledge

Members who are interested in web development are also welcome.
interested members, please contact bro Tiang Shi Wei (tiangshiwei@
gmail.com) or bro Wang Wei beng (hippo12@gmail.com).

Welcoming Visitors
   MOnTHLy WeLcOMe LuncH fOr neW ViSiTOrS
The monthly lunch for visitors to meet with elders/deacons will be held 
on the 4th Sunday of each month starting from 26 Mar 2023.

 all visitors, who have come for Worship Service from January this year, are 
invited. this will allow them to have the opportunity to meet over lunch 
with the elder/deacon to ask questions, clarify any matters or learn more 
about us.

 Members who invite their friends are encouraged to come along with them.

 if the visitors cannot join us on 26 March, they can always indicate the 
preferred month to attend this Welcome lunch.

 all Soul care Groups are to submit the names of visitors and members 
who will accompany them to Bro yong Kwang (9823 7235) a week before 
the scheduled date of each month. a text reminder will be sent to all the 
Soul care Groups.

 the meeting venue is in conference room, level 2. the time will be 
shortly after the Soul care Group discussion (after 12nn).

 Visitors who turn up on the 4th Sunday of the month are also welcome, as 
we will cater extra lunch packs for such situations.
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Prayer Day / Pastoral Group Prayer Meeting
DAte  Friday 7 apr 2023 (public Holiday)

time  9:30am - 1pm

theme   Praying at all times with all prayer and petition in the Spirit   
 (eph 6:18)

Venue FcF Queenstown, Main Hall, level 2

PROGRAMME
 9:30am  Message
 10:30am  tea Break
 11:00am  corporate prayers led by the elders
 12:00nn  Breaking into Soul care and pastoral Groups to pray
 1:00pm  lunch

nEWBORn

We rejoice with:

•	 Bro tay Zhen yang and Sis lin 
yuan and grandparents Bro 
lim Boon and Sis Kiam Keaw, 
for God's gift of a baby boy, 
Daniel Tay Jin Xi, 
born on 18 Feb 
2023.

•	 Bro tiang Shi Wei and Sis Jill 
and grandparents pastor tiang 
thian chiew and Sis phyllis, 
for God's gift of a baby boy, 
Tiang Bing Ze 
Emmanuel, born 
on 21 Feb 2023.
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 cAnTOneSe / MAndArin gOSPeL MeeTing
DAte  Sunday 5 Mar
time   2:30pm - 3:30pm
Venue FcF Queenstown, Meeting Hall, level 3  
Online via Zoom [meeting iD: 953 0233 4734  passcode: 149301]
tOpiC 永存的道 The Everlasting Word of God 
SpeAker  yip Wan piu /  trAnSlAtOr  lee Kean Hin

 MAndArin / HOkkien gOSPeL MeeTing
DAte  Sunday 2 apr
time   2:30pm - 3:30pm
Venue FcF Queenstown, Meeting Hall, level 3  
Online via Zoom [meeting iD: 953 0233 4734  passcode: 149301]
tOpiC 永存的爱 The Everlasting Love 
SpeAker chua chian Kiat / trAnSlAtOr  tan lam Hai

 THAiLAnd SHOrT-TerM MiSSiOnS TriP SHAring
DAte Sunday 5 Mar 
time   12:30pm - 2:15pm
Venue FcF Queenstown, Meeting room 4, level 4

 Men'S feLLOWSHiP
DAte Saturday 11 Mar 
time   7:30am - 8:30am (7am Breakfast)
Venue FcF Queenstown, conference room, level 2
BOOk StuDy Disciplines of a Godly Man

 geyLAng fAMiLy feLLOWSHiP 
DAte Saturday 18 Mar
time 3pm 
Venue Home of  Bro eddie tan and Sis celina 
SpeAker tiang thian chiew 
tOpiC 教会：你是基督、永生神的儿子 
 Local Church: You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God  
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 refLecT MiniSTry
indOOr cLiMbing/bOuLdering
DAte Saturday 18 Mar 
time   3 - 5 pm (Dinner 5pm - 6:30pm)
Venue civil Service club @ tessensohn 
 60 Tessensohn Road (S 217664)
SiGn up  https://tinyurl.com/reflect-18mar
 For those under 16, parental consent is required. 
 Registration closes on 11 Mar 2023. 

DAte Saturday 1 apr 
time   3 - 5pm (Dinner 5pm - 6:30pm) 
Venue FcF Queenstown, Meeting room 1B, level 1  
SerieS Psalm 119 
SpeAker Bryan yue 

 inTernATiOnAL feLLOWSHiP
DAte Sunday 19 Mar 
time   11am - 12:15 pm (Followed by Lunch Fellowship)
Venue Home of pastor Soon yong and Sis aileen
tOpiC The necessity for Spiritual Growth
SpeAker tan Soon yong 

 THAnkSgiVing SerVice
DAte Sunday 26 Mar
time   9:45am - 11:30am
Venue FcF Queenstown, Main Hall, level 2
Children join the adults during the Thanksgiving Service. 
(There will  be no Nursery and Junior Sunday School)

 MOnTHLy OuTreAcH / SHAre And PrAy
DAte Saturday 1 apr
time   2pm - 5pm 
Venue FcF Queenstown, conference Hall, level 2
We will share and pray, followed by visitation to share the Gospel.
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 DATE   QuEEnSTOWn CEnTRE       GEYLAnG CEnTRE      
 Sun  5 Mar tan Soon yong chua chian Kiat
 Sat 11 Mar  lee Kam Wah 
 Sun 12 Mar chua eu Jin tan Soon yong
 Sat  18 Mar  tiang thian chiew  
 Sun 19 Mar tan Soon yong tan Soon yong  
 Sat  25 Mar  thng Seng Huat
 Sun   26 Mar  Thanksgiving Service at Queenstown Centre 
 Sat  1 Apr  tan Soon yong
 Sun  2 Apr tan Soon yong tiang thian chiew

FeaTuRe aRTiCLe

When We look Back 1
LiBRaRy NeWS

introduction to new children's Books 6
ReFLeCTioN

youth camp 2022 9

SPEAKERS FOR WORSHiP SERViCE

COnTEnTS

TAGALOG WORSHiP SERViCE
Sun   5, 12 Mar  |  11am - 12nn  |  SpeaKer   Jemuel lee Malunes

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
	 	 	 	 	 																															(Ps 95:1-2)


