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That I May Gain Christ

“I count all things to be loss because of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, … and count them but 

rubbish so that I may gain Christ.”
Philippians 3:8
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One cannot help but be astounded by Paul’s declaration of Christ as his 
supreme treasure in Phil 3:8, “I count all things to be loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, … and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ”. Many profess God as their first, utmost and 
only love – but is that profession credible? Is God Your Greatest Treasure? 
confronts us on this issue through a consideration of the last days of Elijah.

But why should we esteem Christ above all else? Shouldn’t I Care For… 
explains God’s amazing love for all kinds of unworthy sinners, and God’s 
Amazing Grace to My Elderly Mother illustrates this love with one specific 
example. As Isaac Watts puts it, “Love so amazing, so divine demands my 
soul, my life, my all.” The testimony, God Gave His Son to Save Me, shows 
how the love of God radically changes what we value in life. 

Many people today think lowly of God’s Word, treating it – at best – as the 
best advice available out there. But God Himself asserts differently, as The 
Sufficiency of Scripture to Deal with Our Troubles makes clear. Trust in God’s 
Word alone is the secret to Being Joyful in the Midst of Trials; trusting in the 
wisdom of the world will never lead to joy.

Finally, this issue of Fishers deals with an oft-neglected end-of-life matter. 
Retirement – a Biblical Perspective and Retirement – What’s That? teach us 
what the Bible says about how believers should view retirement and how that 
plays out in a typical believer’s life. And by the way, the authors of these two 
articles are husband and wife! 

2 I Fishers
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Is God Your Greatest Treasure?
Christian Living

1 Kgs 18:20-40; 19:1-18; 2 Kgs 2:1-12

Elijah’s prophetic ministry was characterised by miracles, the most 
memorable being his defeat of Baal’s prophets on Mount Carmel. Baal 
was exposed as impotent, a figment of man’s imagination, while God 
declared Himself with fiery might to be the one true and living God. 
That must have been exhilarating for Elijah to participate in God’s 
crushing of false religion. But he fell from that mountain-top experience 
and sunk into a deep depression from which he barely emerged by 
the time he died. And his experience teaches us important lessons 
regarding devotion to God.

We have all suffered the ache of unfulfilled yearnings and unsatisfied 
dreams. Treasures we intensely desire are snatched from right before 
our eyes. Most of the time, it is because we have nurtured in our hearts 
some wicked lust that is doing us untold spiritual harm, and God has 
to forcefully pry our idols out from our grasping fingers. But what Elijah 
yearned for was good and godly – he wanted to bring about a revival in 
Israel, to see Baal cast down and Yahweh worshipped wholeheartedly. 
To that end, he prophesied courageously and laboured hard. After the 
spectacular victory at Mount Carmel, he thought, “Surely, the apostasy 
of Israel must be all over now!” He hoped that the defeat of Baal would 
be a prelude to national repentance unto Yahweh.

But the anticipated victory did not materialise. Instead, Elijah was 
threatened with death within 24 hours by the wicked queen Jezebel, 
and he ran for his life. This threat crushed his spirit, and he forgot the 
theology he preached and lost sight of the God he served. He ran 
vigorously to the south, all the way into the wilderness. Exhausted, 
he whined, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better 
than my fathers.” (1 Kgs 19:4).
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These are not the thoughts of a man fearing death at the hands of 
an evil queen. Instead, they showed a man in severe depression due 
to an unfulfilled dream. Elijah did not achieve his righteous longing 
to see God vindicated, and that crushed him. In utter despair and 
hopelessness, he said, “It is enough, I cannot go on anymore; let me 
die, I’m useless.” What James wrote was true, “Elijah was a man with 
a nature like ours” (Jas 5:17). But what would God do for a servant in 
such misery?

God first nursed His depressed prophet physically by granting him 
sufficient rest from his physical exertions, waking him up at appropriate 
times for food and drink. And on the strength of the meals the angels 
brought him, Elijah went all the way to Mount Sinai, the birthplace of 
Israel. And there, God dealt with him spiritually, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” God never asks questions to which He does not know 
the answer. This question was for Elijah’s benefit, to get the prophet to 
reflect deeply and examine his heart’s motivations.

This is a good question to examine our hearts repeatedly: “What 
am I doing here?” Am I in church on Sunday to worship God or for 
self-actualisation? Am I here to encounter God through His Word, or 
have I signed up for some church duty that I need to perform? Am I 
merely keeping up appearances like a church-going hypocrite, or does 
gratitude drive me here to praise God for His amazing grace and the 
indescribable gift of salvation? Lay your heart bare before the scrutiny 
of the Spirit and ask Him, “Lord, what am I doing here?” It would be 
terrifying to come to the end of a long life and even ministry in church 
only to discover that you had been serving your dream rather than 
Christ; that would be one colossal waste of life!

Elijah’s reply to God was very telling, “I have been very zealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your 
covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the 
sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”  
(1 Kgs 19:10). He complained that he had been faithful in ministry, but 
Israel remained rebellious and unrepentant, so much so that his whole 
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life and ministry seemed pointless. 

God came by, and a mighty wind tore the mountain and shattered the 
rocks, but God was not in the wind. Next came an earthquake that 
shook the mountain, causing Elijah to feel the feebleness of man amid 
this massive force of nature, but God was not in the earthquake. Then 
came a blazing inferno around the cave where Elijah took refuge, but 
God was not in the fire. After that, Elijah heard the sound of a gentle 
wind blowing, and he went out, wrapping his face with his outer coat. 
This time, God was there, and He spoke in a still, small whisper, saying 
the same thing, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

Elijah was a prophet; he was supposed to do God’s bidding. God did 
not send him to Sinai, so why was he there? And what was going 
on in his heart? He answered that searching question the first time 
without repentance, so God chased him down a second time. But to 
our horror, like a child throwing a temper tantrum, Elijah answered in 
the same way this second time (1 Kgs 19:14). His heart remained hard 
towards God.

What Elijah experienced on Mount Sinai that day had a clear message 
from God. The wind, earthquake, and fire were displays of overwhelming 
force. Elijah wanted God to manifest His power in Israel; he wanted a 
dramatic crushing of Baal and a rush of revival, turning people’s hearts 
back to God. But God’s absence from the wind, earthquake, and fire 
was God’s way of saying, “I do not intend to do things the way you 
want me to.” Then in the still small whisper, God intimated, “I will do 
things My way, not the way you demand Me to do it.”

At this point, God disciplined Elijah with a severity that shocks us. He 
told Elijah to go back up north, “I did not send you down here, return 
to where you are supposed to be.” Then God sent Elijah to appoint a 
king over Aram, another king over Israel, and then to anoint Elisha as 
a prophet to replace him! Elijah’s prophetic ministry had ended; God 
had set Elijah aside.
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Elijah thought that since he served God faithfully in seeking His glory, 
God should do what Elijah wanted Him to do; after all, it was all for 
God’s glory. But this was wrong thinking, for it overturned the slave-
master relationship. In seeking to deliver Israel from idolatry, Elijah 
carelessly allowed idolatry to develop in his own heart. He had his 
idea about how God should send revival to Israel, and he insisted 
that God revive the nation his way. God was telling Elijah, “I must 
be your treasure, not your ministry. I won’t do it the way you want,  
but according to My will. You must learn to treasure Me, not your 
ministry plans.”

With that, God set Elijah on the shelf. The narrative does not even 
record that Elijah went and appointed those kings – God’s Word does 
not tell us that Elijah met them. As for Elisha, Elijah did meet him, but 
again, God’s Word does not tell us that Elijah anointed him. Elijah’s 
ministry ended; his role had become merely transitional by then. And 
many of us are tempted to think, “God is hard on His servants.”

But in reality, God loves His servants deeply and cares tenderly for 
them. He will not let them die busy without intense devotion in their 
hearts towards Him. What is most important is not what we do for 
Him but how greatly we love Him. In His might, the Lord can speak 
as easily through a donkey as through us (Num 22:28-30); He doesn’t 
need us to work for Him. So when we allow our ministries to dethrone 
God in our hearts, God will firmly pry those idols away. But He does it 
in love because He refuses to let His beloved servants die without an 
undivided devotion to Him in their hearts. So, did God succeed with 
Elijah? Did Elijah regain a heart of devotion towards God?

All his life, Elijah wanted to see God act in mighty force to deliver 
Israel from her idolatry. But God was not in the wind, earthquake, 
and fire atop Mount Sinai. Then Elijah spent the final days of his life 
tearing that ministry idol out of his heart, establishing his soul firmly 
in devotion to God. On Elijah’s last day on Earth, God first parted  
the Jordan (paralleling the parting of the ground in an earthquake), 
then took Elijah on a chariot of fire by a whirlwind up to Himself.  
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Finally, Elijah saw the might of God in the wind, earthquake, and fire 
in his own life. And how God spectacularly transported Elijah home 
to Himself was indeed a miraculous demonstration affirming Elijah’s 
devotion to Him. God never forgets His own; His heart is compassionate 
towards them.

But this is not the end of the story. The last time Elijah appears on the 
pages of Scripture is on the Mount of Transfiguration. And Luke tells 
us that Jesus spoke with Moses and Elijah “of His departure which 
He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luk 9:31). Back on Earth 
again, Elijah saw the glory of Christ, the One for Whom he prepared 
the way. And in discussing the cross of Christ, he understood why 
revival could not possibly have come to Israel on Carmel; it had to be 
on Calvary. What Elijah did was great, but it was nothing compared to 
what Emmanuel would do. Saving Israel from sin is beyond the pay 
grade of God’s servants, no matter how faithful they are. Only the 
Servant of Yahweh par excellence can accomplish that task. At that 
moment, Elijah would have understood the folly of his well-intended 
ministry aspirations.

This is how God works with those who belong to Him. He gets to our 
base idolatry and ruthlessly crushes it in His fatherly kindness and 
inscrutable wisdom. He tears everything away, leaving Him alone in 
our hearts. More than anything else, He wants the devotion of our 
hearts. He does not want us to die with our hearts cold towards Him. 
Many who serve God believe the lie that if we are faithful to God, we 
can always have what we righteously hope for in ministry, and our 
hearts will never be broken – that is wrong. Instead, we should make 
God our greatest treasure, for when we have God, we have everything.

God demands the undistracted devotion of our hearts. So, have we 
given Him our hearts more than anything we do for Him?

Tan Soon Yong
Soon Yong is a pastor of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship and an editor of 
Fishers.
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“And should not I pity (care for) Nineveh, that great city, in which there 
are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also much cattle?” (Jnh 4:11) 

The above verse from Jonah is one of the most comforting verses 
in the Bible, where God reveals one unshakeable truth. He saves 
us because He pities and cares very much for us; He has deep 
compassion for us, even when we are against Him as enemies. This 
article, illustrated from the book of Jonah, will display this truth to 
encourage us to want to know Him with all urgency.

God Cared for the Sailors and Passengers 
After God commanded the Prophet Jonah to preach God’s judgment 
to the people of Nineveh, he rebelled and fled to Tarshish by ship. This 
place was 2500 miles west of Israel, and he wanted to escape God’s 
presence. It was not a coincidence that the crew and passengers, 
including Jonah, boarded the same ship at Joppa. God selected 
everyone to be there and was in charge of how things would unfold.

God stirred up a raging storm soon after the ship set sail and the 
sailors threw their cargo overboard to lighten the ship. Each cried out 
to his god in great fear, but these were useless solutions. And who 
gave the captain the idea of waking Jonah and asking him to pray? It 
was God’s doing to ensure Jonah confessed his disobedience.

When all efforts failed to provide any hope of surviving the unusual 
storm, they resorted to casting lots to find out who was to be blamed 
for this extraordinary crisis. The lot singled out Jonah as the cause of 
this terrible storm. How can you explain the peculiar occurrence that 
the lot should fall on Jonah? It was entirely the Lord in control, and that 
was not random chance.

Shouldn’t I Care For…
Gospel
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Perhaps for the first time in their lives, the sailors realised that their 
gods had failed them. And through that incident, they were introduced 
to Jonah’s God. Indeed, it was never in the mind of Jonah that he 
would bear witness for Yahweh to the crew on board the ship. Was this 
a random event? No way! It was God’s extreme goodness on display 
as He revealed Himself to all the worshippers of foreign gods by the 
confession of Jonah, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord, the God of 
Heaven, who made the sea and the dry land” (Jnh 1:9).

For the very first time in their lives, the sailors cried out to Yahweh 
in prayer. “O Lord, let us not perish for this man’s life and lay not 
on us innocent blood, for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased you”  
(Jnh 1:14). The sailors recognised that the Lord had sent the storm 
upon Jonah for His good reasons and that He had done as He 
pleased. What a radical change – from no desire for God or fear of 
Him to acknowledging His Sovereignty! And the Lord heard their cry 
and stilled the sea after they had thrown Jonah overboard.

Finally, the sailors were terrified by the Lord’s great power in silencing 
the storm. They turned to Him in reverential fear, offered Him a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving for delivering them from death, and vowed 
to serve Him. 

God Cares for Sinners
God cares deeply for sinners, such as the crew and passengers on 
the ship. Everyone witnessed His reality, power, mercy, tremendous 
grace, and extreme kindness first-hand. Each person on board that 
ship also had the opportunity to hear who the One True God is and 
turn to Him in faith that day.

So, God did not need Jonah to be a missionary in Tarshish but 
sovereignly used the new worshippers as His witnesses there. What a 
display of His glorious Name!

God Cared for the People of Nineveh 
Nineveh was a great city, but its people did not know Yahweh.  
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The Ninevites were reputed for their wickedness and feared for their 
extreme cruelty and inhuman ways of treating captives, such as 
cutting out their tongues and skinning them alive.

Yet, God, in His compassion and mercy, still cared for that sinful city, 
and He sent His prophet to warn them of the impending judgment 
because of their sinfulness. The people were living in moral darkness, 
not knowing Him; yet, He still loved them and reached out in great 
kindness to them. Indeed, God’s utter goodness held back His 
immediate judgment and anger against them.

God gave the city forty days to respond to the message, after which 
Nineveh would be destroyed. Are forty days too long or too short? 
Just think of your salvation; how long did it take you to turn to God 
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? Whatever the duration, a 
minute extended by God to any sinner to believe and come to Him in 
repentance is pure grace! No one should doubt God’s patience and 
desire to want to see repentance from sinners.

A simple but urgent and severe message, proclaimed by a foreign 
prophet without sugar-coating, might appear to be a ludicrous threat. 
What was the evidence that Jonah’s God, an unknown God to the 
Ninevites, was angry with them? Why should they fear Him? Think 
about it – Jonah’s preaching threatened their many gods. But the 
strangest part was the lack of resistance to the message’s severity. 
This could only be credited to the invisible hand of God working before 
the coming of Jonah, preparing their hearts to receive His Word.

Jonah’s warning affected everyone, from the King to the slave; it 
spread like wildfire! How did it happen? The power of God’s Word was 
the cause of this significant conversion in history. The whole city of 
Nineveh believed and turned to God in repentance. God’s Sovereignty 
was at work, with no credit to Jonah. It appeared that all he did was 
just one day’s work, yet his warning spread like wildfire throughout 
the city.
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Is the Ninevites’ repentance attributed to their effort and wisdom or 
credited to their King and nobles? The answer is NO! The Ninevites 
could not boast of anything but thankfulness to Jonah’s God for the 
gift of repentance – it is all due to God’s grace.

Their repentance was genuine; there was fasting without food and 
drink, putting on sackcloth to signify deep mourning, praying to 
Jonah’s God, and refraining from violence and wickedness. God saw, 
and He relented from His proclamation by withdrawing His judgment. 

Let us pay careful attention to the warning spoken by Jesus Christ 
to the unbelieving crowd who demanded proof of His authority and 
identity in Luke 11. He said, “The men of Nineveh will rise up at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is 
here.” (Luk 11:32). Also, the Apostle Peter reported that God gave the 
Gentiles the privilege of repenting of their sins and receiving eternal 
life (Acts 11:18). 
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God Loves Sinners
God loved the sinners in Nineveh then; nothing in their lives warranted 
His mercy and grace. Yet, He reached out to them with a very big 
heart. Today, He still wants all nations, peoples, and tribes from all 
languages to know and trust Him. God does not play favourites; He is 
willing to extend grace and mercy to all sinners who will listen, obey 
and repent. God is always good, and we, as believers, are witnesses 
and beneficiaries of His great attributes.

God listened to the cries and prayers of the repenting Ninevites and 
relented from destroying them (Jnh 3:10). Again, we are reminded 
that God of the Bible does not reject a broken and contrite heart.  
Psa 51:17 testifies, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”

God’s Word is sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting between 
the soul and spirit. Nothing in all creation is hidden from Him, and He 
knows our innermost thoughts and desires. God’s Word penetrates 
the heart resulting in our turning to Him for mercy. Today, as in the 
days of Jonah, preaching the message of the death of Jesus Christ on 
the cross for our sins will open the hearts of sinners to believe.

God Cared for the Prophet Jonah 
One may ask if Jonah was a greater sinner than the Ninevites or 
the sailors. He gave the reason for fleeing to Tarshish in Jnh 4:2,  
“I knew that You are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.” But thank 
God that neither one Jonah nor a thousand Jonahs could stop God 
from caring for the Ninevites. 

After the casting of lots during the fierce storm at sea led to Jonah’s 
confession and admission of blame, he asked to be thrown overboard 
as the solution. God then appointed a great fish to swallow him. In the 
belly of the fish, he remembered God and prayed; on the third day, 
God ordered the fish to vomit him out.
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From the summary of events above, one can trace the invisible hand 
of God. He directs and controls every encounter according to His will 
and perfect timing, without a single error in judgment. God did not 
give up on Jonah despite his disobedience, as He cared more for the 
worker than the work. If all God cared about was Nineveh, He could 
have sent someone else. But He confronted Jonah’s evil heart, a clear 
sign of His great love for him. God did not need Jonah, but Jonah 
needed God desperately.

The final drama saw Jonah pouting with great displeasure and anger 
against God for not destroying Nineveh. He wanted to die, but God 
continued to work on his heart with three more miracles – the plant 
that grew up overnight to provide shade from the sun for Jonah, the 
worm that attacked and killed the plant, and a scorching wind. Sadly, 
Jonah failed to recognise his sin. He had zero mercy and care for the 
sinful people of Nineveh.

The account of Jonah ended with God asking this most affectionate 
question, “And should not I pity Nineveh…?” (Jnh 4:11).

God Cares for You and Me
God intentionally ended the book of Jonah with a question to be 
answered by every person who reads or listens to it. And the answer 
to God’s question is when Jonah declared, “Salvation belongs to the 
Lord!” (Jnh 2:9). 

This eye-opening truth is particularly precious to all sinners who admit 
that they have an unsolvable sin problem. With this truth experienced 
by the sailors, the people of Nineveh, and Jonah, God has allowed us 
to see His loving heart and providential care. God is not asking anyone 
for permission to care; He is not seeking anyone’s counsel to act. He 
is merely asserting His Sovereignty to do what He pleases. Who can 
stop God from caring for and saving sinners? If anyone doubts God’s 
Sovereignty, he will have questions about God’s love, goodness, 
mercy, grace, and many more of His attributes. Let’s humbly bow 
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before His sovereign power and receive His grace with deep gratitude 
and gladness.

‘Salvation is of the Lord’ convinces us that nobody can save himself 
from the condemnation he rightfully deserves. He will taste the wrath 
of God for breaking all His laws already written in his conscience and 
revealed in the Bible. His conscience will accuse him when he lies, 
steals, hates, or disobeys God.

Sin will destroy us if God is unwilling to save us, and none deserves 
His goodness, mercy, and forgiveness. But He has given us His grace, 
for He has already sent Jesus Christ, His Son, into this world to take 
away our sins (Jhn 1:29). And He has given us this understanding, so 
we know Jesus and are in Him for Jesus is “the true God and eternal 
life” (1 Jhn 5:20).

Conclusion
For those who have not yet believed in Jesus Christ, you should not 
delay or remain neutral any longer; stop avoiding and ignoring Him 
and remaining in unbelief. You must know where you stand before 
God – you are lost and unable to save yourself. God had shown His 
love, care, and concern for the sailors, Ninevites, and Jonah. He cares 
for you too and wants you to know His Son, the Saviour of sinners, 
and receive Him as your Saviour and Lord. Will you not go to God, 
praying for mercy and forgiveness?

For believers in Jesus Christ, let us encourage one another with greater 
urgency to share the Gospel message no matter the location. God has 
shown us that He cares for sinners everywhere, but the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to judge the world is also drawing nearer. And 
sinners’ need to repent and receive God’s salvation becomes more 
critical with each passing day.

Quek Yong Kwang
Yong Kwang is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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My late mother was called home to be with the Lord in March 2021. 
Among the twelve siblings in our family, half are Christians. We 
had been praying for the salvation of our parents for decades and 
brought them to attend several Gospel meetings. As they aged, it 
became more challenging to bring them to church. Some brethren 
from the elderly ministry of our church visited my parents and shared 
the Gospel with them several times towards the end of 2020. When 
they asked my parents whether they wanted to receive Jesus as their 
personal Saviour, my mother would turn her head and look toward my 
father. My father would reply that death was the end of everything; 
alternatively, he would excuse himself by saying he did not know 
anything and refuse to believe in Jesus.

My mother had several underlying chronic illnesses, such as high blood 
sugar levels, high blood pressure, and weak kidney function. These 
were kept under control through regular check-ups and medication, 
so despite her old age of 90, she could carry out her daily activities 
easily. In early January, she had a fall and was hospitalised for a bone 
fracture. But after being hospitalised, her health deteriorated rapidly, 
and she was transferred to the intensive care unit (ICU). According to 
the doctor, her body’s various organs were overstressed after her fall, 
thus accelerating her kidney failure and resulting in pulmonary fluid 
and toxin accumulation. She needed dialysis urgently, and her life was 
in critical condition.

A day before she was transferred to the ICU, my sister and I shared 
the Gospel with her again. She was very frail at that time and required 
oxygen supplementation. With an oxygen mask covering her mouth, 
she could only nod to express her willingness to receive Christ. We 
thanked the Lord that she was mentally alert although physically 

God’s Amazing Grace to  
My Elderly Mother

Testimony
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weak. During that critical moment, we prayed earnestly for our 
mother’s salvation. Her condition improved in the afternoon, and one 
of our pastors visited and prayed with her. At the end of the prayer, she 
responded with, “Amen.” 

She immediately shared with those around, including the nurses, that 
she had received Christ. We were surprised when she told my father 
that she had received Christ through a video call a few days later. All 
along, my parents respected each other and never had any big fights 
except for occasional conflicts. My mother was usually submissive to 
my father; she would wait for his consent before deciding on religious 
matters. However, in this case, she knew that she might not have time 
to wait for my father’s approval as her health was degenerating fast, 
and her body was beginning to shut down.

Although we were overjoyed by our mother’s profession of faith in the 
Lord, my father did not take it seriously. Nevertheless, God’s leading 
was indeed amazing. When a church worker visited her several days 
later, she requested that the idols in her home be removed.
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When we knew that her condition would not improve and palliative 
care was the only option, we arranged for her to be discharged from 
the hospital. Upon returning home, even as she lay on her bed, she 
requested to attend worship service in the church! All these confirmed 
her determination to embrace the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. But 
what was more surprising was when she gathered all her children that 
afternoon to make her conversion known. She reiterated to my father 
that she had received Christ and that her ashes could not be placed in 
the clan’s ancestral hall. My mother drew her face near my father and 
tearfully said they would have to be separated if he did not believe in 
Jesus Christ. 

It was amazing how my aged mother came to receive Christ. She was 
illiterate and could not read the Bible. But God’s way is absolutely 
beyond man’s imagination. During my parents’ three-year stay in 
the United States three decades ago, they followed my brothers and 
sisters to attend worship service on Sundays and therefore had the 
opportunity to hear God’s Word preached. The seeds of the Gospel 
may have been planted then. Today, I testify on my mother’s behalf 
that although she received Christ only on her deathbed, God chose 
her for salvation before the creation of the world. Eph 1:4 says,  
“For He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in His presence.”

I am very thankful to the Lord, as His favour was evident in my mother’s 
life. She did not receive a formal education, but she was wise; she 
was not wealthy but dearly loved and respected by her children and 
grandchildren. By God’s grace, she was saved, and just as Psa 23:6 
says, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” To God be 
all the glory.

Sng Fook Chong
Fook Chong is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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I grew up with the notion of meritocracy deeply ingrained in me – that 
I needed to do well in my studies to find a ‘good’ job, earn a ‘good’ 
salary, and lead a ‘good’ life. I had to work hard to have a ‘good’ future 
as I did not come from a privileged background. From a young age, 
without much parental supervision as both my parents held jobs, I 
planned my study schedule, decided what to learn each day, and was 
enthusiastic about learning. I felt a sense of achievement when I did 
well, and my parents did not have to worry about my studies.

When a friend in Junior College invited me to her church’s Good Friday 
event, I said the so-called sinner’s prayer when asked to do so. But 
my life did not change after saying the prayer. I was still self-centred 
and living a sinful life, although my reply about my religion was that  
I was a Christian.

18 I Fishers

God Gave His Son to Save Me
Testimony
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The turning point in my life came when I started to look for jobs during 
my graduation year at university. I cleared the interview with the 
Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) and secured the position of a military 
psychologist. It was a relatively high-paying job with attractive benefits. 
From a human standpoint, things were moving along well for me. 

However, a few days before going to the SAF to sign the acceptance 
offer, I felt a deep prompting to follow Christ and wondered what it 
meant. Suddenly, I was invited by the pastor to serve full-time in the 
church! I was perplexed, and something stirred in me when I read God’s 
Word. I was at home that day when I repented of my sins, believed 
in Christ, and submitted myself to God. I relinquished my rights and 
asked Him to take control of my life, resolving that I would trust in Him. 
This was against my nature because I liked to be in control and was 
prideful in thinking I could determine the path I wanted to take.

That day, to my parents’ chagrin, I told them my decision to reject 
the SAF offer and go into full-time ministry. To punish me for my 
‘foolishness’, they demanded that I give them half my salary. I gladly 
agreed without any resentment. I had chosen to follow Christ, and 
suddenly monetary gain held little meaning for me. With an allowance 
of $800 per month, it meant that I had to survive on $400 each month 
for my food, transport, and personal expenses. I walked past several 
bus stops to pay less on bus fares and would have rice with only 
vegetables to save money.

Strangely, I never saw myself as someone in need when I met up with 
my university friends who found jobs in banks, hospitals, or established 
organisations, because of the joy I found in serving the Lord. I would 
joyfully share what I was doing with the church, share the Gospel with 
them and invite them to church. They could not understand the change 
in my life’s decisions and thought I was wasting my life. But nothing 
they said could replace the joy I had when serving the local church or 
overseas communities when I went on mission trips.

God gave me a new nature; I desired to give Him the first year of my 
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working life because that was a choice period of my life as a working 
adult. I was no longer concerned about my career advancement or 
monetary achievement; I was not anxious about what the world viewed 
as successful. I just wanted to follow Christ; that was all. Even though 
I was a sinner, God had given His Son to save me, and He turned 
my eyes from myself to focus on Him. God changed me; instead of 
planning for a ‘good’ future, I desired to live my life for Him.

With respect to my life partner, I gave the Lord such a long list of 
criteria for a husband that I thought it would be impossible to find such 
a man; but God works in mysterious ways. When I was in full-time 
ministry, I met my husband Derrick whilst serving together. We found 
a shared longing to obey God’s Word and serve His people. So, in our 
first few years together, we went on mission trips to China, Cambodia, 
and Indonesia.

Once, due to my work commitments, I was delayed on a mission trip 
to Indonesia. So, Derrick travelled first with the team while I made my 
way to the village later. Being fully in my second trimester with our 
older son Cher Wen, I flew on the plane, walked across the riverbed, 
slept overnight in a house with strangers, and took a boat to meet up 
with him and the mission team. Although I was alone and expecting, 
we believed that God would protect my son and me. He would give us 
the strength to endure and overcome all the dangers and challenges 
to serve Him. God even granted me the opportunity to share my love 
for Him with the Indonesian village lady with whom I shared a room. 
No words can express how humbled and thankful to God we were 
for these opportunities to serve His people, and we pray that He will 
continue to use us as His vessels.

Today, God has greatly blessed me as a mother of four, even though 
I had thought of being single to serve God wholeheartedly. I am 
currently in education, and I thank Him for using me in this profession. 
As a teacher, I pray that God will use me to draw my students to Him. 
As a leader, I pray that I will lead the staff in the school in a godly 
manner. And as for my days after I leave the education system, if God 
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is willing, I pray that He will continue to use me to share His love with 
the next generation and His people.

As our children grew older, Derrick and I searched for a church in which 
they could develop spiritually in a biblically enriched environment. We 
are grateful to the Lord for His grace in directing us to The ‘Fisherman 
of Christ’ Fellowship through a church in America whom Derrick 
consulted. 

Even to this day, I continually repent because I am still a sinner. I thank 
Christ for saving me and dying on the Cross for my sins even before I 
repented and believed in Him. Nothing I can do can save me because 
only God can justify, and I am ever in awe of what He has done for me. 
All I can do is believe in Jesus through faith. The work of my hands is 
merely the fruit of my faith in Him. 

I still want to control things, so I am continually learning to let go and 
let God rule in all areas of my life. I am learning to think about what it 
means to be a disciple of Christ and behave as a child of God.

My motivation in life is for the Lord, my Heavenly Father, to direct my 
thoughts at every point of my Christian life and for me not to shame 
Him. I am learning to build treasures in heaven where rust and moth 
do not destroy. I hope to grow in godliness and desire a heart that will 
obey God and a character that continually changes into the likeness of 
Christ. I know this will be something to work on all my life, and I need 
His strength through His Word. May the Lord help me keep my eyes 
on His Word, know the truth, believe in the truth, and live out the truth, 
for His glory.

Gladys Hoy
Gladys is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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The infinitely wise and powerful God created Man, but the fall of Adam, 
the first man, into sin corrupted the whole of humankind down the ages. 
The consequence of sin is that every Christian will face endless trials 
and troubles, and how we deal with them is crucial for our spiritual 
growth. This article explains how God’s Word is sufficient in helping us 
deal with our problems according to God’s ways. 
 
The Bible has the Answers to Our Problems
The fallen world we live in is full of troubles, and there are two ways 
of dealing with them. Some people trust in their strength, intellect, 
and willpower to solve their problems; they might even try to find  
answers from worldly wisdom and therapies. On the other hand, others 
recognise their helplessness and purposefully turn towards God, the 
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, for help. The Creator God alone knows 
our deepest thoughts and emotional workings. He understands our 
situation and has the best solution and He gives godly directions that 
work for our healing.

Non-biblical Approaches in Helping with Our Troubles 
Worldly wisdom neither acknowledges God as the Creator nor believes 
in biblical truths of sin. Hence it cannot give the right solution to sin’s 
problems. Instead, it hinders Man’s ability to think, reason correctly, 
and understand the real cause of his problems.

Worldly wisdom blames the origin of the problems on other people’s 
actions inflicted on us and claims that deep-seated problems can be 
solved only by ourselves. It says that Man’s issues are unrelated to 
any spiritual condition and that Scripture, prayer, and the Holy Spirit are 
simplistic and inadequate for solving these problems.

The Sufficiency of Scripture 
to Deal with Our Troubles

Christian Living
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The Sufficiency of Scripture in Helping with Our Troubles
On the other hand, the Bible is unapologetic about its sufficiency in 
addressing all problems troubling man. God’s Word is authoritative; it is 
not based on Man’s opinions or suggestions, as 2 Tim 3:16-17 states, 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

When we read through Psalm 19:7-9, there is a clear indication of the 
sufficiency of Scripture for all our needs. Scripture revives the soul, 
makes one wise, enlightens us, is the cause of joy, and is enduring and 
righteous. 2 Pet 1:3 states that God has granted to believers all things 
that pertain to our physical and spiritual lives. Every genuine believer 
has all the spiritual resources required for life and godliness through 
having a personal relationship with God and believing in His precious 
promises revealed to us in His Word.

Scripture is undoubtedly sufficient to help us deal with life on earth. 
It informs us who God is, who Man is, what is Man’s relationship with 
God, and how Man ought to live in the light of that relationship. The 
Bible teaches us of our need for salvation, how to obtain that salvation, 
and how to live a life that pleases the Lord after we come to Christ.

“But the Bible does not address MY specific problem”
Some people argue that Scripture does not address specific human 
problems. They claim that it does not include techniques that would 
lead troubled people to solve their problems. We do not find terms 
such as anxiety, panic, bipolar and post-traumatic stress disorders, or 
phobias in the pages of the Bible. However, the Bible describes the 
same problems, but differently – in the language God uses, which is 
concrete, vivid, and oriented to identifying and dealing with sin.

For example, the biblical description of the human heart and mind 
is very stark and precise. The Bible describes the human heart  
and mind as “deceitful… and desperately sick” (Jer 17:9). Also, 
that unbelievers’ minds are futile (Eph 4:17), their understanding 
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darkened (Eph 4:18), and ignorant due to the hardness of their hearts  
(against God) (Eph 4:18).

The Bible does not claim to be exhaustive, but it is comprehensive 
and has all-encompassing relevance through the ages. For example, 
in Gal 5:19-21, the Apostle Paul says, “Now the works of the flesh 
are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 
envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these.” He lists fifteen 
representative examples of works that the desires of the flesh  
produce and ends with ‘and things like these’ – showing that the list 
is not exhaustive. Another part of Scripture explains, “For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim 6:10). It does not need to 
state the evil expressions or deeds since ‘all kinds of evil’ is an all-
encompassing term.

Our belief that Scripture is sufficient tremendously impacts how we 
interpret problems and implement solutions. So, we must analyse 
carefully how the common themes of biblical truth explain the root 
cause of human misery, chaos, and confusion. If we misinterpret or 
misdiagnose the problem, our treatment would be wrong too. Only 
when we identify our problems accurately with biblical understanding 
can we biblically solve them.

Responding to Our Troubles Biblically
If the problem is related to personal sin, we need to confess and forsake 
them, as Prv 28:13 advises, “Whoever conceals his transgressions 
will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain 
mercy.” We first confess our sins to God, ask Him for forgiveness, and 
then approach those we have offended to seek forgiveness. We will 
find mercy and forgiveness when we humble ourselves in obedience to 
Scripture. We must radically put off sinful thoughts, words, and actions 
and put on biblical ones instead through the renewal of our minds with 
God’s Word (Eph 4:22-24). 

When we are sinned against by others, we ought to forgive them just as 
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God in Christ has forgiven us (Eph 4:32). We are to love our enemies 
and pray for them (Matt 5:44). We are to overcome evil with good  
(Rom 12:21) and live peaceably with all men (Rom 12:18).

Living in a fallen world, we experience situations beyond our control –
civil unrest and wars, natural disasters, pandemics, lay-offs, accidents, 
sudden physical disabilities, mental and terminal illnesses, etc. How do 
we respond biblically in such situations?

1. Acknowledge that God is Sovereign 
First and foremost, we recognise that God is sovereign – He is in 
absolute control over every area of our lives. He is not only sovereign 
over individual persons but all things – the weather, economies, and 
governments of the world, diseases, life and death. All things happen 
because God decreed it, for He says that “I make well-being and create 
calamity” (Isa 45:7). He causes disasters to happen – “Does disaster 
come to a city unless the Lord has done it?” (Amos 3:6). The One and 
Only Everlasting God plans and acts on His plans, “Our God is in the 
heavens; He does all that He pleases” (Psa 115:3) and “Trials are from 
the hand of God’’ (Ecc 9:1).

2. Understand God’s Purpose for Believers
One of God’s precious attributes is that He is good and always does 
good (Psa 119:68). We need to understand that whatever God does for 
humankind, it is always good and for our good.

Thus, when the Lord brings trials – troubles, illnesses, loss of loved 
ones, etc. – into believers’ lives, He does that for a good purpose. 
They are tests He gives to His children to conform them to the image 
of Christ so that they can share in His holiness. Heb 12:10-11 attests 
to this truth: “(God) disciplines us for our good, that we may share 
his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those 
who have been trained by it.”

God will continue to test, purify and refine each believer (Prv 17:3,  
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Mal 3:3, Deu 8:2) to strengthen our faith and relationship with Him 
so that ultimately, our aim in life is “to please him” (2 Cor 5:9) and we  
“do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31). 

3. Know that God is in Our Trials
When believers face trials, it is vital to remember that it comes from the 
hand of God for our good and His glory. It is also crucial to recall the 
Scriptures that remind us that we are not alone when facing our trials. 

Psa 46:1-2 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear”. When we are depressed and 
weighed down by our troubles, we recall Psa 34:18 that “The Lord is 
near to the broken-hearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” And when 
we experience deep pain and sorrow, we think of the Apostle Paul, who 
experienced hostile attacks and great fear. Yet he could confidently 
declare that God said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor 12:9). 

Thus, with these and other Scriptural verses, we know that we are never 
alone when we are suffering; God is always with us in our troubles.

Conclusion 
The Bible is God’s Word and can be depended on to guide us through 
all life situations. Everything written in it is sufficient to help us through 
all life issues. Thus we must diligently study, meditate and understand 
God’s Word concerning our problems. We need to plead humbly with 
Him to help us manage our situation. The Lord may not remove our 
troubles, but He promises His grace to help us endure. And His Word 
says, “God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your 
ability, but with the temptation, He will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it.” (1 Cor 10:13).

All glory to the Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ!

Yue Siew Chin
Siew Chin is a member of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Persecuted Jews were the primary recipients of the letter of James; 
many suffered physical deprivation and displacement from Jerusalem 
for their faith. However, the message of James is equally relevant to 
professing Christians living in a fallen world today.

In the letter, James was teaching about how the lives of believers 
demonstrated their salvation. He warned that believers are to be doers 
of the Word and not simply hearers (Jas 1:22). The verbal profession 
of faith without a transformed life is useless, and he highlighted the 
characteristics of that faith.

Jas 1:1-8 points to the reality of trials in believers’ lives; wisdom is 
needed to understand their purpose. One’s faith is strengthened when 
one goes through testing and suffering.

Trials are Unavoidable
Trials in life can come in many forms to believers in Christ: physical 
deprivation, poor health, strained relationships and being ostracised 
or persecuted by others because of their faith. No one enjoys going 
through trials, but God uses them to prove the quality or worth of 
believers through suffering.

The recipients of James’ letter understood what trials meant; many 
had been driven from their homes and lacked daily sustenance. 
James encouraged believers to be joyful in the midst of trials so 
that they may attain perfect steadfastness. The response to trials 
and suffering separates true believers from those who pretend to be 
Christians. Being a Christian in good times is easy, but when tragedy 
and disasters strike, can we still trust the Lord and live as believers? 

Being Joyful in the Midst of 
Trials (Jas 1:1-8)

Christian Living
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James wrote in v. 2, “when you meet trials of various kinds”, thus 
indicating that trials are a certainty in the lives of all Christians. None 
of us wishes to experience trials, but the Lord does not give us a 
choice. Furthermore, we can expect to go through different kinds of 
trials in our lives. The Bible passages below will help illustrate the 
reality of trials in the lives of Christians.

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 
world.” (Jhn 16:33). Jesus warns us that we will have tribulations, but 
Christians will be granted peace amid suffering.

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is 
faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 
the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may 
be able to endure it.” (1 Cor 10:13). Trials are temptations that enter 
our lives, but God will not allow the temptations to overwhelm us. For 
every trial we face, God will provide the strength to overcome them.

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.” 
(1 Pet 4:12). Peter emphasised that we will not only face trials but 
fiery trials that will test the limits of our human endurance. Professing 
Christians often fall away from the Lord when experiencing tribulations 
in their lives. Some examples include people facing pressures to climb 
in their careers, suffering job loss, poor health, or losing loved ones. 
When a crisis strikes, those whose faith is not genuine will give up.
 
Responding to Trials
In v. 2, James encourages Christians to respond to trials with joy, 
and some critics have accused James of being unsympathetic to the 
recipients of his letter, whose tribulations were severe.

Must Christians respond with delight and gladness over their 
problems? James was not saying that we must rejoice in trials or that 
we cannot grieve over poor health or losing loved ones. Christians can 
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experience joy if they understand the purpose of suffering, which is to 
cultivate steadfastness and perseverance.

Job and Abraham were two individuals whose lives illustrate the 
reality and pain of trials. Was it easy for Job to lose all his children and 
material possessions and suffer painful boils? God asked Abraham 
to sacrifice his only son Isaac, for whom he had waited many years. 
How can one be joyful in the midst of such painful trials? Trials will 
hurt tremendously and test us to our limits. 

What are some ways in which we respond to trials inappropriately? 
The most common responses are rebellion and anger. Upon seeing 
all the calamities that had befallen Job, Job’s wife asked him to curse 
God and die. We expect God to bless us with good health, wealth, and 
success because we believe in, and follow Him. Anger and rebellion 
can lead to bitterness, which becomes the gateway for sin against 
God in other areas of our lives. We might think that since God had 
withheld His blessings from us, why should we continue to obey Him?

Another inappropriate response is to live in denial and refuse to 
acknowledge the reality of trials; for example, someone with terminal 
cancer refusing to accept the diagnosis and consulting multiple 
doctors, hoping to find one who proves the diagnosis wrong. Denial 
prevents us from allowing God to mould us through times of testing. 
Instead of leaning on God for strength and wisdom, we pretend that 
life remains unchanged and continue in our usual routine.

Others who face trials succumb to fatalism and adopt the attitude  
that ‘whatever will be, will be’. This attitude is unhealthy because it 
leads a person to resign to fate and self-pity, which is not the purpose 
for which God brings trials into our lives. They develop a distorted 
view of God and see Him as a killjoy who takes pleasure in making 
their lives miserable.

Amid trials, being joyful and glad does not mean we put on a façade, 
pretending all is well. Christians can be sorrowful or grieve over the 
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calamities that befall them. Being joyful is seeking to understand God’s 
purpose in bringing those trials into our lives and believing that He 
loves us and does what is best for us, even if we cannot understand 
why the tribulations have befallen us.

The Purpose of Trials
James points out that testing our faith through trials produces 
steadfastness, and the believer may be perfect, complete, and lacking 
in nothing. God uses tribulations to mould us to maturity so we can 
become single-minded in our loyalty and devotion to Him. Paul affirms 
this purpose, stating that suffering produces endurance, which in turn 
produces character, and that produces hope (Rom 5:3-4).

In Psa 86, David prayed to God amid great suffering and difficulties. In 
v. 5, he declared, “For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding 
in steadfast love to all who call upon you.” We may be overwhelmed 
by our circumstances when we focus on the difficulties and forget 
who God is. We need to remember that God is good, and He never 
changes. Even when reason and logic desert us while we suffer, we 
can cling to who God is and draw comfort as David did.

We cling to the promises of God because He will honour those 
promises since He cannot deny Himself. One of the most challenging 
promises to claim during trials is “for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”  
(Rom 8:28). Most of us can memorise this verse, and in good times, 
we can glibly proclaim it. However, when the storms of life threaten to 
drown us, we often forget that He is sovereign and loves us. 

Another promise is that “neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8:38-39). Nothing shall 
separate us from the love of Christ – a promise that God will keep. 
Holding fast to the promises of God helps us cope with tribulations.
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During our trials, we seek godly wisdom to understand the purpose 
of the difficulties that God has allowed to enter our lives. In v. 5, 
James exhorts Christians, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given 
him.” This wisdom is not human but godly wisdom that we ask by 
faith to understand God’s purposes and plans in our lives as we face 
adversities. That wisdom grants us a clear view of our situation from 
God’s perspective, even if it does not lessen the pain of the trials or 
shorten it.

We may never know why the trials came into our lives, just as Job 
did not understand why he lost all his children, wealth, and health. 
However, we know God’s purpose is to allow trials to develop perfect 
steadfastness and perseverance in us. He is not saying that we will 
be perfect, but trusting Him prevents us from seeking the world, our 
wealth, our health, and men; it helps us put our faith in God alone.  
How often have we clung to our strength or help from friends until 
we realised human strength is insufficient? When we remove the 
confidence in ourselves, our perspective changes, and we realise 
that God is the only One we can fully trust. Trials have achieved their 
purpose when we learn to trust God to bring us safely through the 
tribulations, even unto death.

Conclusion
Some of us may be going through trials of poor health, economic 
uncertainty, loneliness, or even strained relationships. Remember 
who God is and that His love for you never changes. Amid your trials, 
remember that God’s hand is in it even if you do not understand all 
that is happening to you, and draw near to Him. Remember that our 
Lord went to the cross and gave Himself for our sins in the ultimate 
demonstration of love for undeserving sinners. Therefore, we can rest 
in His unwavering love.

Tan Chee Eng
Chee Eng is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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Many people regard retirement as a reward for a long working career 
and an opportunity to enjoy and do what we want. But for a Christian, is 
that all there is to retirement?

Retirement – Is It a Cultural or a Biblical Concept? 
Retirement is a relatively modern concept that the Bible does not 
explicitly address. However, the New International Version (NIV) of the 
Bible mentions the word ‘retire’ once. Num 8:23-26 states, “The Lord 
said to Moses, ‘This applies to the Levites: Men twenty-five years old or 
more shall come to take part in the work at the tent of meeting, but at 
the age of fifty, they must retire from their regular service and work no 
longer. They may assist their brothers in performing their duties at the 
tent of meeting, but they must not do the work. This, then, is how you are 
to assign the responsibilities of the Levites.’”

All aspects of worshipping God in the Tent of Meeting (and later in 
the Temple) lay with the Levites. From administering sacrifices to 
maintenance and protection, they handled everything. As this passage 
states, from the age of 25 to 50, a male could serve in the Tent of Meeting, 
but after age 50, they would transition to a different responsibility, serving 
outside the Tent of Meeting. The principle was when a Levite turned age 
50, their work responsibility did not end but changed. 

The concept of modern retirement came about with enhanced life 
expectancy. As people die later, many experience a longer retirement 
after stopping work. Modern retirement focuses on doing things one 
could not do while working; it tends to focus on leisure, travel, and 
hobbies.

Although the Bible was written before the modern concept of retirement, 

Retirement – a Biblical 
Perspective

Christian Living
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the passage in Numbers 8:23-26 clearly states a transition of work 
responsibilities, not an end to work. Nowhere in the Bible does it mention 
that we should stop working. Retirement is not a biblical concept but a 
cultural one. 

If the Lord gives you breath and means, it is because He still has work 
for you to do. Our goal should be to finish life well. Retirement is a phase 
in life where you can use your gifts, skills, and abilities to glorify God 
differently than when you were working full-time. It does not mean you 
shouldn’t play golf, enjoy the grandchildren, or travel. However, if this 
stage in your life focuses on you, your comfort, and your enjoyment, 
then you are missing out on the joys God has planned for you.

Retirement – An Identity Crisis 
One of the difficulties many people, including Christians, face at 
retirement is the issue of identity. Many retirees are at a loss over who 
they are and their purpose because their work identifies them. After so 
many years working as a teacher, mechanic, IT professional, and so on, 
it is natural to have a sense of loss at retirement.

Suddenly a retiree no longer has a job title. However, we are still 
spouses, parents, grandparents, and friends. More importantly, we are 
still Christians; we have brethren-in-Christ and co-labourers in the local 
church. The glorious fact remains that we are “in Christ” (2 Cor 5:17). 
Our true identity – the only one that will endure long after our careers 
are over – comes from what God has done for us through Christ and our 
relationship with Him.  

For Christians, our relationship with our Creator determines who we are. 
We are God’s crowning creation, made in His image to love and enjoy 
Him forever. We also have a mission. Jesus reminds us in John 15:16 
that we did not choose Him. He chose and ordained us that we should 
go out into the world and bear much fruit. And this great mission gives 
us purpose, which is to preach the Gospel and to serve God and others 
using the time, talents, and treasure He has entrusted to us – what we 
call ‘retirement stewardship’.  
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Retirement – Its Preparation
What ‘retirement stewardship’ looks like will vary from person to person 
because we all have different kinds (and amounts) of time, talents, and 
gifts. But before we leave the workforce for retirement, preparations 
should be made as early as age 40, especially in financial planning. Good 
stewardship involves preparing for health needs, retirement income, 
and end-of-life issues. Thus, getting the Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) 
and Advanced Medical Directive (AMD) done in Singapore, and their 
equivalents elsewhere in the world, are crucial actions. For all these, 
we can seek counsel from trusted advisors, some of whom are fellow 
believers in the local church.  

Retirement – and Eternity
Each of our existence extends well beyond the short duration of our lives 
on Earth. Ecc 3:11 tells us that God made everything beautiful in its time 
and also put eternity into man’s heart. Therefore, we instinctively know 
that there is more to life than the 70, 80, or 90 years we have on Earth. 
We know deep inside our souls that we were created to be, and to do, 
something more.  

One of the most glorious aspects of our identity in Christ is eternal. We 
are God’s children and joint heirs with Christ in His eternal kingdom. 
We all know that one day our work on this Earth will end. Our identity 
is in Christ, not our roles, careers, or occupations on Earth. Our eternal 
destiny is in Heaven to live forever with Jesus and all the redeemed. 
Our treasures are situated in Heaven, not on Earth. Therefore, we  
should give much prayerful thought to how we spend our time in 
retirement. Whatever we do, we do it all for God’s glory and love for our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

So, consider what you will do to fulfil your specific, God-given mission 
and purpose in retirement.

Chua Eu Jin
Eu Jin is an elder of The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship.
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“Dixie, how do you spend your time after retirement?”

This question has been posed to me numerous times since I left my 
full-time job as a Biochemist at the University of Singapore at the age of 
fifty. However, at that stage, I did not stop working as I joined a medical 
laboratory as a manager for three years and then worked full-time at our 
church office for seven more years until I was sixty.

When I stopped working at the church office, my friends thought that  
I must have finally retired and, hence, had plenty of time on my hands; 
they were wrong! I continued to work at the ‘ministry of home affairs’ with 
numerous portfolios as a wife, grandmother, and homemaker; the job at 
home was busier than the one outside!

I believe that as a slave of Christ, we do not live for ourselves but are 
constantly waiting upon the call of our Lord to do His bidding. God calls 
us to perform various duties at different stages of our lives depending on 
the physical and mental abilities He has given us.

After I stopped my employment and while my husband was still working,  
I used my time in various ways. I served the Lord in the literature ministry, 
attended to my children’s needs as their families grew, and cared for my 
ageing parents-in-law’s medical and spiritual needs. At that time, I was 
still full of energy and could also serve the needs of sisters-in-Christ. My 
gardening and culinary skills improved significantly, and I enjoyed doing 
housework, thanking the Lord for every ounce of energy He gave me.

After my husband stopped working at the hospital due to failing health, 
I prioritised keeping him company and putting his needs first. We do 
many things together, such as visitations, shopping, and attending 
fellowship meetings. If I had meetings outside, I would prepare his meals 
beforehand; I feel that this is my duty as a wife for as long as we both 
shall live!

Retirement – What’s That?
Christian Living
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Each morning we have our own devotion time, and I use that hour to 
read the Word of God and pray for relatives and friends. At night, before 
we sleep, we read a chapter from the Bible together or share updates 
of members’ prayer requests. Our prayers would be for the church and 
the members’ needs. Praying together every night helps us check each 
other’s spiritual health before the Lord. In our prayers, we present our 
children, their spouses, and our grandchildren before the throne of grace, 
asking God to preserve their integrity and keep them walking in His path 
of righteousness. Besides all these, I keep up with my piano practice for 
one hour daily. So, life is full of joy and blessings from the Lord. 

As a slave of Christ, there is no retirement for me, only different 
assignments at different stages of my life. Why do I say that I do not 
retire? In Luk 17:7-10, Jesus instructs us about our spiritual duty towards 
God using a parable of the responsibility of a slave to his master.

In those days, a slave was not a contract worker paid by the hour or 
a servant working on a fixed schedule in a household. He was either 
bought at the slave market or captured from war. As a slave, he was 
owned by his master and obliged to serve him as commanded; his very 
life belonged to his master.

The parable was about a slave sent out to plough the field or feed the 
sheep. He had laboured the whole day under the sun and then returned 
to his master’s home in the evening. Jesus asked His audience this 
question, “… which of you, having a servant ploughing or tending sheep, 
will say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit 
down to eat’? But will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for my 
supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and 
afterwards you will eat and drink’? Does he thank that servant because 
he did the things that were commanded him?” (Luk 17:7-9).

A slave could hardly expect the master to invite him to supper after his 
hard work in the field. Instead, he had to prepare his master’s food and 
serve him at the table. Only after the master had eaten could the slave 
rest, eat and drink.

36 I Fishers
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Jesus asked them again whether the master should feel obliged to thank 
his slave for doing what he had commanded. Of course not, because 
the slave was only carrying out his duty. Jesus continued to instruct 
us on our attitude towards our spiritual duty. He said, “So likewise you, 
when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say,  
‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’” 
(Luk 17:10). 

Indeed, we are only doing what God commands us to do. Since we owe 
the Lord our whole being, we should love the Lord with all our heart, 
mind, soul, and strength. Our labour for the Lord must continue until the 
Lord, by His revealed will, lets us know that we can stop serving Him.

To think of retirement as a time to enjoy life by doing what we like is not 
a biblical concept. No doubt we have worked hard through the active 
part of our lives, and we think we deserve to relax and take things easy. 
Jesus said even if a slave has done all that he should, he merited nothing 
from the master’s hand because he is only a slave doing his duty. But if 
the master should give him some reward immediately or later, it is not a 
reward of thanks but grace.

Remember, even if we think we have done all God has required of us,  
our performances are imperfect. They deserve our confession before 
God that we are just unprofitable servants. Therefore, let us wait upon 
God for His command and perform our duties in humility and obedience 
for His glory.

So, as a slave of my Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, retirement does 
not apply to me. How about you?

Dixie Chua
Dixie is an editor of Fishers.
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Requests for Resources 

Name: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms   

Address:       

                                                                           

Country: Postal Code:           

Email Address:             
 
I agree that The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, its representatives or authorised 
intermedaries may use the above particulars to send me publications of the Christian 
faith and/or contact me on the activities of the Fellowship.

Signature  Date

Books Available
The following books are published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship 
and available to Fishers readers at no charge.

What You Should Know About 
Attending Church Meetings
Many factors can affect the spiritual 
life of a Christian. A Christian who 
attends church meetings regularly  
is likely to be in a better state than 
one who does not.

Footprints in the Snow
This autobiographical work is a moving 
testimony recounting God’s wonderful  
grace in the life of the author.
(English, Chinese Simplified Version and 
Myanmar language)

From Generation  
To Generation
Have you read the sequel to 
Footprints in the Snow, which  
is a testimony of God’s grace  
in the life of Dr Dixie Chua? 
Order your copy today!

Please indicate the resources you require:

Magazine Subscription
 Fishers                                  

Other Publications
 What You Should Know About Attending Church Meetings by Huang Ee Yuen

 Footprints in the Snow by Dr Dixie Chua 

 From Generation To Generation by Dr Dixie Chua

To Unsubscribe or Change of Address: 
Please provide the following information:
• Your Name; Subscriber Number (at the top left-hand of your address label); Existing Addresses 
• For Change of Address – include both the Existing and New Addresses

 English            Chinese          Myanmar 
                          Simplified       Language
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We Believe…

• the original writings of the Old and New Testaments, namely, the present  
 66 volumes of the Scriptures, are infallible and unique in their divine  
 inspiration, authority and sufficiency.

• there is one God, yet with three distinct persons (the Father, the Son and  
 the Holy Spirit) who are co-equal and to whom equal honour is due.

• Jesus Christ is the only begotten and eternal Son of God.
 – He truly became man, being begotten of the Holy Spirit and born of the   
  virgin Mary.
 – His death was a sacrifice to God and a propitiation for the remission  
  of sins.
 – He was raised from the dead in His physical body.
 – He ascended to the right hand of God, and is now the all-sufficient High   
  Priest of His people.
 – He will come again to receive His people unto Himself, and to set up 
  His Kingdom.

• in consequence of the Fall, sin came in, and man became ‘lost’, and at  
 ‘enmity against God’ and ‘without strength’ to do the will of God.

• the Holy Spirit’s work is essential in regeneration and sanctification.

• the justification of the sinner before God is by faith alone. Every justified  
 one is also born of God. Such new birth results in and is made evident by  
 holiness of life and good works.

• at death the spirit of man does not cease to exist or become unconscious. 
 The dead will be raised bodily either to life or to condemnation, and  
 the blessedness of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will  
 be eternal.

• the Devil, also called Satan, who deceives the whole world, is a person.

  
Our Mission…
The Fishers magazine is published by The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 
Singapore. Our mission is to present the Gospel of salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to promote Christian spiritual growth. It is sent to 
you at no charge, and its upkeep depends on God who supplies all our 
needs through faithful Christians who feel a burden in this work.

Please address all enquiries to:
“The Editors of Fishers, The ‘Fisherman of Christ’ Fellowship, 

132 Margaret Drive, Singapore 149301.”
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